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Abortion,  alleged  criminal  production  of, 
288,  306;  attempted,  by  oil  of  cedar, 
336 

Aconite,  the  therapeutic  powers  of,  249 
Advertisements,  vicious,  in  the  public  pa- 
pers, 181 

Alabama  State  Medical  Association,  225 

Alcolt,  Dr.  VV.  A.  Starving  out  dyspep- 
sia, 315,  358 

Allen,  the  late  Dr.  J.  A.,  of  Vermont,  53 

Allen,  Dr.  H.  Eruptions  of  the  skin  dur- 
ing pregnancy, 175 

Allen's  (Dr.  J.  R.)    Introductory,  267 

Allopathy,  the  term  inapplicable  to  the 
reg\ih\T  pi-actice,  239 

Amenorrhoea,  case  of,  192 

American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
■387  _  ^ 

American  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science,  206 

American  Medical  Association,  annual 
meeting  of,  106,  126,  168,  204,  224,  227, 
248,286,325,345;  spjscial  committees, 
428 

Ames's  (Dr.  S.)  treatise  on  congestive 

fever,  166 
Amputation,  of  the  leg,  19 
Anaemia,  puerperal,  37 
Anaesthetic  agents  in  ophthalmic  surgery, 

389 

Analysis  of  articles  of  food,  124 

Anatomical  dissections  in  New  York,  166 

Anatomy  and  physiology,  popular,  22,  35 

Aneurism,  of  the  aorta.  413  ;  arrested  by 
division  of  arteries,  500 

Animal  magnetism,  letters  on,  425  ;  chal- 
lenge respecting,  526 

Ankle  joint,  disease  of,  19 

Anus,  imperforate,  case  of,  376 

Apoplexy,  causes  of,  499 

Apothecaries  of  Boston,  meeting  of  the, 
165  ;  number  of,  525 

Apothecary  business,  physicians  engaged 
in,  447;  carelessness  in  putting  up  a 
prescription;  526 


Appleton,  Dr.  John.  Puerperal  anemia, 
37 

Arnold,  Dr.  R.  D.,  testimonial  to,  208 
Arrow  root  and  its  adulterations,  143 
Arsenic,  sale  of,  in  England,  268  ;  tobacco 

as  an  antidote  to,  469  ;  poisoning  by, 

ol3 

Ascarides,  local  treatment  for,  284 
Asphyxia,   from    sulphuretted  hydrogen 

gas,  349;   by  drowning  and  hanging, 

478 

Assafoetida,  as  a  remedy,  497 

Asthma,  the  nature  and'  treatment  of,  69 

Athens,  Greece,  the  University  of,  309; 
description  of  the  city,  381,  402 

Ayer,  Dr.  James.  Malformation  of  the 
bladder  and  genital  organs,  229  ;  con- 
genital variola  in  twins,  397;  dilatation 
of  the  heart,  with  apoplexy  of  the  lungs, 

Barnstable  District  Medical  Society,  327 
Barton,  Dr.  E.  H.  on  meteorology,  484, 
504 

Bates,  Dr.  James.    Division  of  arteries  to 

arrest  aneurism,  500 
Bigelow,  Dr.  H.  J.    Notes  from  Clinical 

Lectures,  19  ;  departure  for  Europe,  144 
Bladder  and  genital  organs,  malformation 

of,  229,  244 ;  cases  of  rupture  of  the 

bladder,  3.53 
Bloodletting,  petition  to  make  it  a  penal 

offence,  426,  507 
Bond's  (Dr.  T.  E.)  Treatise  on  Dental 

Medicine,  105 ;    valedictory  address, 

245 

Books,  medical,  new,  448 

Boston,  Lunatic  Hospital  of,  23  ;  report  of 
deaths,  weekly  ;  population  in  1850, 
108;  medical  school,  graduates,  126; 
City  Registrar's  Report,  126;  mortality 
in  1850,  146  ;  Medical  Association, 
306;  public  health  of,  466,  524;  drug- 
gists and  apothecaries  in,  525  ;  medical 
practitioners  in,  526 
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Botanic  Medical  Institute  at  Worcester, 
347 

Brain,  physical  health  of  the,  385 
Bristol  (Mass.)  District  Medical  Societx' 
327 

Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  Medical  School,  3C6 
Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  85 

California,  medical  men  in,  68;  proposed 
new  route  to,  165 

Cancer,  treatment  of,  499 

Cantharidine  ointment,  88 

Caries,  of  the  ankle  joint,  332 

Castle,  Dr.  A.  C.  The  pathology  of 
dento-neuralgia,  194,  253,  312,  415 

Caslletori  Medical  College,  42G 

Cataract,  on  the  extraction  of,  389 

Cattle,  Youatt  and  Martin  on,  246 

Cellars,  sleeping  in,  308 

Chandler,  Dr.  J.  L.  The  economy  of 
medical  association,  29,  49 

Charitable  bequests,  80,  187,  188 

Chloroform,  in  surgery,  dentistry,  &c  45; 
in  a  case  of  hydrocephalus  and  convul- 
sions, 158;  in  the  treatment  of  chorea^ 
207;  in  a  case  of  dislocation  of  the 
radius,  341 

Cholera,  in  Egypt,  132 ;  at  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
527 

Chorea,  treated  with  chloroform,  207 

Cicatrization  of  wounds,  53 

Cleaveland,  Dr.  C.  H.  Emphysema,  55; 
extraction  of  needles,  80 ;  hernia  re- 
duced by  cupping,  100;  amenorrhcea, 
193  ;  poisoning  by  oil  of  cedar,  336 

Clergy,  the,  and  the  medical  faculty,  367 

Coates,  Dr.  lleynell,  sketch  of,  135,  247 

Coffee  and  its  adulterations,  163 

Cod-liver  oil,  uses  of,  292  ;  in  rheumatism, 
308;  samples  of,  366,  405 

Colleges,  Medical,  appointments  in,  507 

Collins,  Dr  G.  L.  Change  of  the  type  of 
disease,  251 

Collodion,  applied  to  burns,  68 

Comstock,  Dr.  Joseph.  Notes  from  Lec- 
tures, 497,  517 

Constantinople,  letters  from,  321 , 342, 362 ; 
hospitals  in, 440 

Coroners'  inquests,  206 

Corundrum  wheels,  368 

Cross,  Dr.  J.  B.  Electrical  treatment  of 
disease,  55 

Cupping  instrument,  new,  202 

Curvature  splint,  465 

Cynanclie  trachealis,  Dr.  Rush's  treatment 
of,  498 

Davidson,   Dr.  H.   E.     Incurvation  of 

nails,  14 
Dead  Sea,  visit  to  the,  243 
Deaf  and  dumb,  Asylum  for  at  Hartford, 

364  ;  offspring  of  the,  338  ;  new  sign 

language  for,  485 
Deafness,  glycerine  in,  121 


Deane,  Dr.  James.  Case  of  ovariotomy, 
474 

Death,  accidental,  of  a  physician,  328 
Deming,  Dr.  E.  S.    Gastritis,  34 
Dental  medicine,  105 

Dental  Surgery,  Baltimore  (College  of,  208 
Dento-neuralgia,  notes  on  the  pathology 

of,  194,253,  312,415 
Deodorizer,  new,  366,  405,  486 
Dervishes,  howling,  of  the  East,  419 
Design,  manifestations  of  in  disease,  25 
Designing  and  drawing,  proposed  school 

for,  506 

Dick,  Dr.  R.,  on  the  treatment  of  dyspep- 
sia, 189 

Disease,  change  in  the  type  of,  251 
Diseases,  improper  names  for,  344 
Dislocation  of  the  radius,  341 
Dislocations  and   fractures.  Cooper  on, 
284 

Dissector,  the,  by  Erasmus  Wilson,  284 

Diuretic,  formula  for  a,  59 

Dog,  rabid,  man  bitten  by  a,  401 

Dow,  Dr.  V.  M.,  library  of, ,508 

Dowler  s  ( Dr.  B. )  Experimental  Re- 
searches, 523 

Dropsy,  external  applications  in,  138,  202  ; 
ovarian,  16,  318,  429,  453,  474 

Drowning,  asphyxia  from,  478 

Dunglisf)n's  (Dr.  R.)  book  on  new  reme- 
dies, 30() 

Durkee,  Dr.  S.,  present  to,  24 

Dysentery,  animal  food  in,  128 

Dyspepsia,  notes  on  the  treatment  of,  189  ; 
treated  by  starvation,  315,  '358 

Ear,  adhesion  of,  after  separation,  516 

Editor,  return  of  the,  445 

Editorial  correspondence — Grand  Cairo, 
41,161;  on  the  River  Nile,  43,  62,  81, 
101,  140;  the  ruins  of  Dendera,  82; 
Philffi,  103,  122;  Thebes,  123;  medi- 
cine and  surgery  in  Egypt,  129,  151  ; 
Memphis,  162;  Jerusalem,  241;  the 
Dead  Sea,  243;  diseases  in  the  Holy 
Land  and  Syria,  263;  Palestine,  281  ; 
Rhodes,  30);  Smyrna,  303;  medical 
science  in  Greece,  309;  Constantinople, 
321,342,362;  Athens,  in  Greece,  381, 
402;  literature  and  religion  in  Greece, 
423;  Corfu,  423;  Trieste,  424  ;  Vienna, 
425,  441,  461  ;  hos|)itals  in  Constantino- 
ple, 440;  Prague,  480;  Dresden,  502; 
Leipsic,  503  ;  Berlin,  522 

Egypt,  medicine  and  surgery  in,  129,  151, 
162 

Electric  telegraph,  the  galvanic  current, 

68 

Electrical  treatment  of  disease — cases,  54 
Electro-magnetism,  for  fire-alarms,  386 
Elephantiasis  of  the  scrotum — operation, 
394 

Elliott's  (Dr.  S.  M.)  lectures  in  New  York, 
4  66 
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Emphysema,  from  fracture  of  the  ribs,  18, 
55 

Epidemics — planetary  and  celestial  influ- 
ence, 183 

Erie  county,  Penn.,  medical  practitioners 
in,  46 

Erysipelas  treated  by  muriated  tincture  of 
iron,  449 

Erysipelatous  inflammation,  cases  of,  169 

Ether,  in  surgery,  dentistry,  &c.,  45;  in 
sore  throat,  384 

Eve,  Prof  Paul  F.,  108 

Extraction,  of  needles,  44,  80,  101,  153, 
268;  hair-pin,  87 

Eyes,  weakness  of,  relieved,  360;  accom- 
modation of  to  distances,  385 

Fairchild,  Dr.  B.  Obstructed  menstrua- 
tion, 56 

Fanaticism,  legitimate  fruits  of,  288 
Fecundity,  comparative,  of  the  blacks  and 

whiles,  365 
Fenner's  (Ur.  E.  D.)  Southern  Medical 

Reports,  267 
Fevers,  eruptive,  Dr.  Gregory's  lectures 

on,  325  ;  mountain  and  malarious,  51 1 
Field,   Dr.   E.   M.     Case   of  gun-shot 

wound,  154 
Finch,  Dr.  VV.  W.    External  applications 

in  dropsy,  138 
Foetus,  influence  of  maternal  impressions 

on  ihe,  71),  137,  148 
Fracture  of  the  ribs — emphysema,  18 
France,  remuneration  of  medical  attend- 
ants in,  185 
Franklin  (Mass.)  Medical  Assaciation,  483 
Franklin    Co.  (Mass.)  Medical  Society, 

227,  483 

Galvanic  battery,  use  of  in  paralysis,  445 

Ganglionic  system  of  nerves,  the,  295 

Garlic,  as  a  remedy,  517 

Gastritis,  case  of,  34 

Georgia,' Medical  College  of,  228 

Gerry,  Dr.  H.  A.    Maternal  influence  on 

the  fcstus,  137 
Glossitis,  case  of,  77 

Gout,  and  rheumatism,  treatment  of,  47 ; 

depositions  of  urate  of  soda  in,  3<J8 
Greece,  medical  science  in,  309  ;  letters 

from,  381,  402,  423 
Gun-shot  wound,  singular  case  of,  154 
Gutta  percha  water  pipes  and  speaking 

lubes,  406 

Hsernatemesis,  519 

Haemoptysis,  nature  and  treatment  of, 
518 

Haemorrhage  from  umbilicus  in  an  infmt, 
521 

Hseniorrhagica  petechialis,  520 
Haemorrhoids,  519 

Hair,  blanched  from  sudden  emotions,  438 
Hall,  Dr.  A.  H.    Extraction  of  a  needle, 
101 


Handkerchief,  swallowed  by  a  boy,  48 

Hanging,  death  by,  421,  479 

Harvard    University,    graduates  of  the 

medical  school,  126 
Hayward,  Dr.  George,  resignation  of,  184, 

224;  cases  of  vesico-vaginal  fistula,  209 
Headache,  sick,  cured  by  full  inspirations, 

268 

Heart,  dilatation  and  rupture  of  the,  149; 
dilatation,  with  apoplexy  of  lungs,  409 

Hernia,  strangulated,  reduction  of,  65; 
reduced  by  cupping,  100  ;  operation  for, 
116  ;  treated  with  morphine,  176  ;  opium 
in  the  treatment  of,  240;  on  the  princi- 
ciples  involved  in  the  treatment  of,  369 

Hepatitis,  treatment  of,  519 

Hindu  system  of  medicine,  504 

History  of  Medicine  in  the  United  States, 
145 

Holt,  Dr.  D.  Characteristics  of  homoeopa- 
thy, 256 

Homoeopathy — the  North  American  Jour- 
nal, 24;  increase  of,  25;  trial  of  a 
regular  physician  for  counselling  with  a 
homcEpath,  84  ;  report  of  a  Committee 
of  the  Mass.  Med.  Society,  97;  remarks 
on,  by  "  Pro  re  nata,"  155,274  ;  remarks 
by  Dr.  Edw.  Warren,  234;  Advocate 
and  Guide  to  Health,  246;  characteris- 
tics of,  by  Dr.  Holt,  256  ;  report  of  a 
committee  of  the  Mass.  Hotnasopathic 
Med.  Society,  276  ;  remarks  on,  by 
Senex,  338;  causes  of  its  success,  380; 
disgusting  remedies,  406  ;  Dr.  Rodman's 
pamphlet,  on,  505 

Horner's  (Dr.  VV.  E  )  Valedictory,  283 

Hospital,  for  inebriates,  405;  in  India,  for 
medical  and  surgical  treatment,  526 

Howe,  Dr.  Z.,  munificent  bequests  of,  188 

Hydrocephalus,  518 

Hydrogen  gas,  sulphuretted,  poisoning 
by,  349 

Hymen,  imperforate,  case  of,  460 

fee,  singular  propensity  for  eating,  225 

Idiots,  education  of,  85 

India  rubber,  for  keeping  water  pure,  486 

Ingalls,  Dr.  VV.  The  ganglionic  system 
of  nerves,  295 

Inhalation,  of  various  medicinal  sub- 
stances, 118 

Insane,  the,  in  Massachusetts  and  Ver- 
mont, 467 

Insanity,   caused    by    tape-worm,  147; 

moral,  285 
Intermarriage,  VV^alker's  work  on,  386 
Intestinal  obstruction,  complete,  408 
Iodine,  in  fresli-water  plants  and  animals, 
26;  ethereal  solution  of,  459;  chloro- 
form a  test  for  the  detection  of,  468 
Iowa  University,  medical  department,  408 
Iron,  the  prot-iodide  of,  109;  muriated 

tincture  of  in  erysipelas,  449 
Isthmus  of  Panania,  unhealthiness  of  the, 
164 
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Jackson,  Dr.  J.  B.  S.,  his  departure  for 

Europe,  144 
Jarvis,  Dr.  E.    Report  of  the  Sanitary 

Commission  of  Massachusetts,  89  ;  plan 

and  structure  of  insane  hospitals,  494 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Fhiladelphia, 

148 

Jewett,  Dr.  H.  O.     Emphysema  from 

fracture  of  the  ribs,  18 
Junes,  Dr.  J.  S.    Wounds  penetrating  the 

knee-joint,  9 

Kidney,  encephaloid  disease  of  the,  CO  ; 

diseased  stale  of,  520 
Knee-joint,  wounds  pt^netrating  the,  9 
Kousso,  in  the  ireaiment  of  tape-worm, 

28,  147 

Lacofnbe.  Dr.  A.  Bites  of  poisonous  rep- 
tiles, 119,  2S9 

Lambert's  (Dr.  T.  S.)  Anatomy  and  Phy- 
siology, 22,  35  ;  anatomical  plates,  6t> ; 
Lectures,  106 

Lancet,  London,  reprint  of  the,  106,  206  ; 
Northern ,  206 

Laryn.x,  foreign  body  in  the,  2G1 

Laudanum,  alleged  death  front,  287 

Lectures,  in  the  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, notes  from,  497 ;  in  ilie  medical 
schools  of  the  United  States,  506 

Leonard,  Dr.  John  P.,  death  of,  464 

Leprosy,  in  the  East,  263 

Limbs,  artificial,  466 

Lime,  phosphate  of,  2S5 

Lind,  Jenny,  mechanism  of  her  voice, 
426 

Liston,  Mr.,  pension  to  the  widow  of,  148 
Litton's  (Dr.  A.)  Address,  248 
Liver,  formation  of  sugar  in  the,  227 
London,  the  health  of,  205;  population, 
4M 

Louisiana,  State  Medical  Society,  248;  vi- 
ial  statistics  of,  484,  504 

Lowell,  mortality  of  in  1850,  127 

Lunacy,  law  of  in  England,  27 

Lunatic  Hospital,  in  BosKm,  23;  at  Wor- 
cester, 66  ;  at  Providence,  R.  L,  85; 
in  Philadelphia,  104;  at  Trenton,  N.  J., 
105;  in  Iowa,  106;  in  New  Hampshire, 
bequest  to,  187  ;  in  New  York,  225  ;  in 
Virginia,  1324  ;  proposed  new  one  in 
Ma.«sachusetts,  347 

Lunatic  Hospitals,  meeting  of  superin- 
tendents of,  348  ;  plan  and  structure  of, 
494 

Lungs,  apoplexy  of  the,  409 
Luxor,  in  Egypt,  the  ruins  of,  102 

Malignant  diseases,  surgery  of,  525 
Mal-practice,  death  by,  345  ;  suit  for,  in 

Vermont,  377 — in  Wisconsin,  384 
Mansfield,  Dr.  J.  D.    Popular  Anatomy 

and  Physiology,  35 
^Linslaughter,  trial  tor,  in  Boston,  268 
Maryland,  University  of,  283 


Mattison,  Dr.  H.  N.  Dislocation  of  the 
radius,  341 

Massachusetts — General  Hospital,  27,  166, 
184,  224,  268  ;  State  Lunatic  Asylum, 
66  ;  State  Prison  rep!)rt,  84,  107  ;  State 
Record,  86,  120  ;  Sanitary  Commission 
report,  89;  Medical  Society  report.  97; 
College  of  Pharmacy,  168  ;  State  3Iedi- 
cal  Society  meeting,  184,  204,  244,  286, 
307,  327,  344,  360,  367,  378,  446,  466 

Measles,  498 

Meat  biscuit,  108 

Medical  association,  the  economy  of,  29,49 
Medical  Miscellany,  27,  47,67,  107,  147, 

187,  207,  247,  287,  307,  348,  367,  407, 

467,  508,  527 
Medical  profession,  past  and  present  state 

of,  338 

Medical  science  and  medical  practice,  379 
Medication,  excessive,  476 
Medicinal  powders,  select,  203 
Meetings  for  medical  improvement,  201 
Memory,  defect  of  after  paralysis,  &c., 
112 

Menstruation,  obstructed,  56,  192;  dis- 
eases of,  125 

]Mercury,  fulminating,  497 

Mexico,  medicine  and  surgery  in,  509 

Middlesex  Co.  (Mass.)  Medical  Society, 
108,  368 

Midwifery,  Churchill's  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of,  347 

Milk,  comparative  value  of  in  New  York, 
384 

Mineral  waters,  on  the  use  of,  189 
Minor  Surgery,  Dr.  H.  H.  Smith's  work 

on,  343 

Mitchell,  Dr.  A.     Case  of  imperforate 

hymen,  460 
Mitchell,  Dr.  S.     Case   of  imperforate 

anus,  376 
Morals  of  medicine,  the,  88 
Morey,  Dr.  E.,  accidental  death  of,  328 
Morse,  Dr.  J.  H.    Case  of  injury  to  the 

spine,  357 

Mortality,  of  Lowell,  127  ;  of  Boston,  146 
Morton,  Dr.  S.  G.,  death  of,  344  ;  obituary 

notice  of,  398 
Mumps,  499 

Mutter's  (Professor)  Valedictory,  245 

Nails,  incurvation  of  the,  14 

Naphtha,  as  a  remedy,  191 

Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery, 266 

Navy,  U.  S.,  surgeons  in  the,  147 

Necrosis,  of  the  humerus,  21 

Needles,  penetrating  wounds  bv  and  ex- 
traction, 44,  80,  101,  153,  160,' 268 

New  Jersey  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  105 

New  London  Co.  (Conn.)  Medical  So- 
ciety, 248 

New  Orleans,  health  of,  167  ;  Dr.  Simondg 
on  the  sanitary  condition  of,  504;  mor- 
tuary tables,  388 
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New  York,  State  law  respecting  dissec- 
tions, 166 — Northern  Dispensary,  167  ; 
College  of  Physicians  and  Sur2;eons  of, 
204  ;  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  225  ;  State 
Medical  Society,  344  ;  professorial  ap- 
pointments in,  366  ;  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine, 485;  Medical  Colleges,  524 

Nile,  the  river,  letters  from,  43,  62,  81, 
101,  140 

Nitrate  of  silver,  pure,  46  ;  use  of  the,  238 
Norfolk  (Mass.)  District  Medical  Society, 
307,  408 

North,  Dr.  M.  L.  Watering  places,  391 
Nostalgia,  191 

Nostrums,  prize  essay  on,  267;  excessive 
use  of,  476 

OEsophasus,  permanent  stricture  of  the, 

352,  365 
Ohio,  Medical  College  of,  328 
Olympius,  Dr.  J.    Elephantiasis  of  the 

scrotum,  394 
Ophthalmia,  in  Egypt,  81 
Ovarian  tumor,  treatment  of,  16;  removal 

of  by  catheterism  of  the  fallopian  tubes, 

318;  both  ovaries  removed,  429,  453; 

operation  for,  474 

Palmer's  artificial  leg,  145 
Pancreas,  the,  191 

Paralysis,  use  of  the  galvanic  battery  in, 
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WOUNDS  PENETRATING  THE  KNEE-JOINT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  do  not  consider  it  proper  to  fill  the  pages  of  medical  journals 
with  "  cases  "  of  ordinary  interest,  such  as  are  frequently  seen  in  the 
practice  of  most  physicians  and  surgeons.  But  there  is  a  class  of 
"  cases,"  which  begin  in  real  or  supposed  injuries,  involving  litigation, 
and  where  medical  opinion  is  to  be  decisive  ;  and  these  "  cases," 
though  founded  on  attested  facts,  may  result  in  conditions  against  the 
rule — and  proved  facts,  as  exceptions,  may  be  classed  as  improbabilities. 

Theory,  raised  by  men  of  high  social  position  and  deserved  reputation, 
against  the  detailed  certainties  collected  under  the  observation  of  a  younger 
practitioner,  may  prevail,  when  discussed  by  a  jury  whose  minds  have 
not  been  enlightened  upon  medical  subjects.  A  practitioner  of  very 
limited  experience  may  occasionally  be  called  to  a  case  of  surgery, 
unique  in  its  class.  It  is  not  the  less  so,  because  older  professional 
gentlemen  in  a  long  and  extensive  practice  have  never  happened  to  see 
a  similar  case,  or  to  have  read  or  heard  of  one. 

The  statistics  of  surgery  are  for  the  most  part  based  upon  military, 
naval  or  civil  hospital  reports.  These  fields  of  practice  are  extensive. 
But  surgery  is  not  fairly  represented  in  its  results,  by  the  facts  furnished 
from  these  sources  alone.  The  resources  and  accommodations  of  a  well- 
governed  hospital  are  undoubtedly  superior  to  those  at  the  command  of 
the  majority  of  persons  exposed  to  accident  or  suffering  from  disease — 
and  yet,  for  a  reason  which  others  may  find,  the  surgery  of  private 
practice,  so  far  as  [  am  acquainted  with  it,  is  more  successful,  if  in 
skilful  hands,  than  that  of  the  hospital.  In  this  consideration,  the  more 
formidable  operations  may  be  excluded — such  cases  naturally  finding 
their  termination  in  the  hospital,  for  reasons  appreciated  by  all  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  matter. 

Illy  understood  "  minor  surgery  "  has  made  many  of  the  necessities 
for  capital  operations.  Small  wounds  sometimes  end  in  amputations  of 
limbs,  from  causes  which  should  not  have  been  obscure. 

My  desire  is  to  see  the  statistics  of  private  practice  circulated  in  the 
local  medical  jourftals,  and  cases  against  the  rule  recorded  for  reference, 
if  any  such  there  be. 

It  was  my  intention  to  contribute  the  mite  of  information  my  observa- 
tion has  enabled  me  to  impart,  on  the  subject  of  injury  to  the  spine,  in- 
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eluding  the  very  curious  and  interesting  case  referred  to  in  a  preceding 
number  of  the  Journal,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  legal  investiga- 
tion, and,  as  I  understand,  not  yet  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court. 
For  this  reason,  I  deem  it  proper  to  withhold  its  publication  until  a  final 
disposition  of  it  has  been  made,  in  its  legal  connection.  I  shall  offer 
instead,  a  few  cases  of  wounds  penetrating  the  knee-joint,  with  the 
hope  that  others  may  add  to  the  list  such  cases,  of  a  similar  cha- 
racter, as  may  have  passed  under  their  notice. 

Wounds  penetrating  into  the  cavities  of  the  body  and  into  the  large 
articulations  of  the  limbs,  have  been  by  surgeons  considered  flital 
in  their  tendency  ;  and  although  there  may  be  many  exceptions  to  this 
rule,  they  do  not  admit  the  cure  of  such  wounds  to  be  founded  on  any 
principle  of  action,  or  profit  by  the  suggestive  treatment  of  a  successful 
case  of  this  kind  of  injury.  There  is  a  proneness  with  some  practi- 
tioners, in  cases  of  this  nature,  to  attack  imaginary  evils,  with  an  unusual 
quantity  of  special  preventive  applications,  external  and  internal,  thus  in- 
terfering in  the  outset  with  the  natural  restorative  process,  havini^  au- 
thority for  their  proceedings  as  against  the  named  injury,  widiout  qualifying 
their  doings  in  conformity  witfi  the  absent  or  present  symptoms,  which  a 
judicious  surgeon  would  seriously  take  into  the  account.  Hence  some 
simple  cases  terminate  fatally,  or  are  at  least  retarded,  and  end  in  de- 
formity or  imperfect  cure. 

Wounds  of  the  knee-joint,  from  accident,  penetrating  the  capsule,  or 
the  incisions  made  for  the  removal  of  foreign  bodies  from  the  articula- 
tion, have  been  considered  eminently  dangerous  ;  and  if  the  list  of  fatal 
cases  be  the  criterion  of  judgment,  certainly  this  conclusion  is  not  unrea- 
sonable. But  there  are  many  severe  injuries  to  this  joint,  involving  the 
opening  of  the  capsule,  from  which  patients  have  not  only  recovered 
with  good  limbs,  but  without  any  bad  symptom  in  the  process  of  cure. 

I  am  aware  that  some  surgeons,  of  the  present  day,  look  more  fa- 
vorably upon  operations  which  require  the  opening  of  the  capsule  oi 
the  knee-joint,  than  did  those  of  the  past.  But,  so  far  as  I  am  inform- 
ed, no  writer  has  demonstrated  the  cause  of  such  necessary  destructive 
inflammation  as  has  followed  injuries  to  this  articulation,  unattended  by 
fracture  of  the  bones  or  dislocation — these  complications  naturally  enough 
rendering  the  accident  formidable,  and  threatening  the  w^orst  results.  In 
this  division  of  the  subject,  the  diseases  of  the  knee-joint  are  not  to  be 
considered. 

A  simple  record  of  a  few  cases  that  have  come  under  my  notice  of 
openings  into  the  knee-joint,  is  all  that  is  intended  at  the  present 
time — with  one  case  of  injury  which  resulted  in  ulceration,  and  appa- 
rent anchylosis.  As  no  examination  of  the  bones  was  made,  the  patient 
recovering,  it  is  not  known  whether  the  anchylosis  was  perfect  or  not. 
The  joint  was  stiff  and  immovable.  The  case  had  been  considered  a 
scrofulous  affection  of  the  knee-joint,  not  consequent  upon  the  injury 
known  to  have  been  inflicted. 

Case  of  Wound  and  Fracture  of  Patella. — A  girl  fell  from  a  shed 
upon  some  loose  shingles,  fracturing  the  patella  transversely,  and  receiv- 
ing a  piece  of  shingle — two  inches  long,  irregular  in  width,  varying  from 
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half  to  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  and  uneven.  It  entered  at  the  inner  and 
upper  part  of  the  patella — and  was  broken  off  on  a  level  with  the  skin 
in  front.  Part  of  the  splinter  was  concealed  by  closing  of  the  wound  ; 
it  was  firm,  and  could  not  be  drawn  out  until  an  enlargement  of  the 
wound  had  been  made  by  incision,  and  considerable  force  was  required 
to  remove  it.  Its  direction  was  obliquely  downward  across  the  anterior 
part  of  the  knee.  There  was  some  hemorrhage  when  the  wood  was 
removed. 

Two  sutures  closed  the  wound.  It  was  covered  with  lint  wet  with 
the  blood,  cold  dressings  applied,  and  the  limb  laid  in  a  splint.  On 
the  third  day  considerable  swelling  and  pain.  The  patient  was  placed 
on  her  side,  and  a  small  opening  made  by  removing  the  lint.  A  dis- 
charge of  a  dark-colored  fluid,  thin,  with  small  clots  of  blood,  continued 
for  a  day  or  two — no  other  unpleasant  symptoms  occurred.  In  three 
weeks  she  left  her  bed,  the  wound  healed,  and  with  but  little  lameness. 
Four  weeks  after,  an  abscess  formed  in  the  ham.  This  was  opened 
about  the  eighth  day,  and  terminated  as  acute  abscesses  of  its  size  usu- 
ally terminate.  The  connection  between  this  abscess  and  the  injury  is 
not  known.  The  patient  was  a  healthy  girl,  18  years  of  age,  and  ul- 
timately suffered  no  lameness  from  the  fractured  patella.  The  penetra- 
tion of  the  splinter  of  wood  into  the  articulation  was  certain. 

A  Case  of  Lacerated  Wound  and  Contusion. — A  boy,  10  years  of 
age,  was  thrown  down  upon  a  rail-road,  his  knee  forced  against  the  edge 
of  a  rail  by  a  heavy  piece  of  timber  drawn  by  a  horse.  The  wound  of 
the  integuments  was  large  and  lacerated  ;  skin  bruised,  the  wound  filled 
with  gravel  and  sand,  with  an  opening  into  the  joint  large  enough  to 
admit  the  little  finger.  On  the  inner  side  of  the  ligament  of  the  patella,, 
parts  of  the  patella  were  bare,  the  fibrous  envelope  of  the  joint  as  plain 
to  be  seen  as  if  dissected  for  the  purpose. 

After  removing  the  foreign  matter  from  the  external  wound,  the  in- 
teguments were  brought  together  and  confined  by  suture — one  stitch 
holding  by  some  loose  tissues  the  opening  into  the  joint.  A  large  por- 
tion of  this  wound  healed  by  adhesive  action  ;  some  little  sloughing  and 
suppuration  in  parts  of  the  skin  most  bruised.  The  first  and  second  day 
after  the  injury  there  was  slight  constitutional  symptoms  ;  in  twelve  days 
he  moved  from  his  bed,  his  limb  bandaged ;  and  in  three  weeks  he  at- 
tended school,  with  no  lameness  or  difficulty  of  any  kind. 

Foreign  Body  in  the  Joint. — A  man,  aged  45,  of  intemperate  habits, 
fell  upon  his  knee,  striking  the  fragments  of  a  broken  wine  bottle.  The 
numerous  cuts,  from  pieces  of  the  glass,  made  in  the  skin  about  the 
knee,  healed  in  a  few  days.  One  ragged  wound  had  partially  united, 
around  which  a  distinct  swelling  had  been  slowly  forming,  indicating 
abscess.  Leeches  had  been  applied,  and  other  treatment  not  precisely 
known,  some  days  previous. 

This  man  had  frequent  synovial  efixision  in  both  knees  for  years.  In 
the  condition  described,  I  first  saw  the  case.  In  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day,  at  a  second  visit,  the  swelling  had  much  increased  ;  and  dur- 
ing the  succeeding  twenty-four  hours,  the  integument  covering  the  knee, 
particularly  in  the  outline  of  the  capsule,  had  become  tense,  black  and 
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<5hining — the  cicatrices  of  the  leech  bites,  and  some  of  the  cuts  from 
the  glass,  sloughy.  The  joint  was  evidently  filled  vv/th  fluid,  and  measured 
twenty-three  inches  in  circumference.  The  patient,  a  man  of  middling 
stature,  had  been  delirious  through  the  night,  and  appeared  sinking. 
There  was  no  evidence  that  any  wound  had  penetrated  the  joint — yet 
it  was  filled  with  fluid,  and  the  tumor  seemed  likely  to  burst  at  different 
points  from  the  pressure  of  fluid,  and  the  thickened  and  sloughy  ap- 
pearance of  the  integuments.  A  pint  of  brandy  and  B  jss.  of  carbonate 
of  ammonia  were  given,  both  in  the  course  of  an  hour. 

The  tumor  opened  spontaneously,  and  the  discharge  was  great ;  not 
measured,  but  estimated  at  two  pints,  thin,  bloody  and  fcetid.  A  few 
drops  of  healthy  pus  escaped  from  the  opening,  but  did  not  appear  to 
come  from  the  same  source  as  the  thinner  fluid,  most  of  which  may 
have  collected  external  to  the  capsule.  A  probe  was  passed  from  the  open- 
ing above,  in  the  direction  downwards  to  a  point,  the  external  appearance 
of  which  indicated  abscess  distinct  from  the  general  tumor.  On  the  out- 
side of  the  joint  the  point  of  the  probe  struck  a  solid  body,  and  the 
pus  flowed  more  free  through  the  opening  by  the  probe,  which  evidently 
was  in  the  cavity  of  the  joint,  passing  freely  around,  its  point  felt  in  dif- 
ferent directions.  An  incision  was  made  upon  the  probe,  on  the  out- 
side of  the  patella,  and  a  piece  of  glass  extracted,  irregular  in  form,  and 
nearly  triangular,  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  its  longest  line,  and  at  the 
base  of  the  triangle  about  five  lines  in  length. 

The  limb  was  bandaged  from  the  toes  upwards,  and  laid  upon  a  splint. 
A  few  sloughs,  of  the  size  of  half  dimes,  from  the  leech  bites,  came  away 
in  a  day  or  two.  Pus  flowed  in  small  quantities  from  the  lower  incision 
during  the  same  time.  Restoration  was  as  prompt  as  the  debility  had 
been  rapid.  The  wounds  closed  readily,  and  in  three  weeks  the  man 
was  about  his  work. 

This  patient  had  given  to  him,  during  the  first  week  after  the  opening 
of  the  abscess,  a  pint  of  brandy  daily,  besides  wine  and  other  stimu- 
lants and  tonics. 

The  glass  had  undoubtedly  dropped  into  the  joint,  from  which  place  it 
was  removed.  The  large  collection  of  fluid  must  have  been,  it  was 
thought,  outside,  although  the  passage  to  the  seat  of  the  pus  formation 
led  from  the  spontaneous  opening  of  the  large  tumor,  which  was  nearly 
in  the  centre  of  the  swelling  as  it  appeared  when  full. 

There  was  no  other  local  treatment  than  that  detailed.  This  patient, 
a  short  time  after,  had  efibsion  in  the  other  knee-joint,  and  died  of  dropsy 
about  two  years  after  the  accident — accelerated,  as  was  thought,  by 
a  fall. 

Large  Wound  of  Knee-joint. — On  the  18th  of  June,  1850,  a  lad,  17 
years  of  age,  came  under  my  care.  Half  an  hour  before,  he  had  received 
an  injury  from  a  sharp  instrument,  while  the  leg  was  strongly  flexed, 
the  wound  being  four  inches  and  a  half  across  the  knee-joint,  cutting  into 
it,  and  completely  severing  the  extensors  of  the  leg  from  their  attach- 
ments to  the  patella,  whi^h  protruded  through  the  wound.  There  was 
considerable  bleeding — the  articulation  perfectly  exposed.  Sutures  were 
entered  at  six  points  ;  lint  applied  in  the  direction  of  the  wound,  wet 


Wounds  penetrating  the  Knee-joint, 


11 


with  the  blood,  and  supported  by  bandage  and  tapes  as  in  fracture  of 
•the  patella.  On  the  second  day  the  bleeding  was  profuse.  The  joint 
was  filled  with  blood,  and  had  become  considerably  enlarged.  The 
limb  was  laid  upon  a  splint,  and  the  bandages  loosened  and  graduated 
to  the  state  of  the  swelling.  Bleeding  continued  for  two  or  three  days 
longer.  An  opening  was  kept  free  at  the  lower  edge  of  the  wound, 
for  the  discharge  of  the  fluids  accumulating  in  the  joint.  In  a  week, 
part  of  the  wound  had  united  by  adhesion,  and  the  sutures  were  re- 
moved. For  some  days  the  discharge  was  constant ;  but  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  bleeding  in  the  first  week  after  the  accident,  no  trouble- 
some symptoms  occurred,  and  the  wound  had  united  throughout  by  the 
third  week,  by  granulation.  On  the  23d  of  July,  the  patient  walked 
about  with  a  stiff  joint.  He  has  since  recovered  the  perfect  use  of 
the  limb. 

These  cases  are  not  published  for  the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to 
any  particular  mode  of  treatment,  but  as  simple  records  of  the  facts  of 
practice. 

A  case  of  injury  to  the  knee-joint  came  under  my  care,  which  after 
two  years  was  cured  with  loss  of  motion  and  supposed  anchylosis.  The 
wound  was  inflicted  with  a  chisel — entering  the  joint  by  the  side  of 
the  ligament  of  the  patella.  Emaciation,  abscess,  and  the  usual  symp- 
toms of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  knee-joint,  attended  the  progress  of 
the  case.  Various  plans  of  treatment  had  been  adopted.  It  was  con- 
sidered scrofulous.  Ultimately  healthy  action  took  the  place  of  morbid 
action,  while  setons  had  been  inserted,  and  issues  formed.  Their  effect 
upon  the  result  must  be  a  matter  of  opinion.  The  cure  followed 
closely  upon  their  use,  in  conjunction  with  a  generous  diet  and  free  use 
of  wine.  The  patient  was  a  young  man,  and  of  good  health  previous 
to  the  injury.  He  had,  within  six  months  after  the  cure,  two  acute 
abscesses,  at  different  times,  in  the  ham,  which  were  opened  at  a  pro- 
per time  and  healed  kindly. 

In  an  endeavor  not  to  occupy  too  much  space  in  the  detail  of  these 
cases,  I  may  have  described  them  so  loosely  as  to  render  their  character 
obscure,  and  the  extent  of  injury  doubtful.  The  fact  that  the  cases 
were  all  penetrating  wounds  of  the  knee-joint  may  be  relied  on  ;  and 
that  recovery,  without  dangerous  symptoms,  was  complete,  is  equally  true. 

Cases  of  accidental  incisions  into  the  knee-joint  have  come  to  my  notice 
in  the  care  of  other  practitioners,  which  have  terminated  favorably  af- 
ter more  or  less  protracted  suffering,  and  with  partial  lameness.  It  is 
not  thought  proper  to  make  an  imperfect  history  of  cases  a  matter  of 
record — and  with  this  allusion  to  those  in  other  hands,  the  subject  will 
be  concluded  for  the  present. 

In  the  case  of  the  lad  with  the  large  opening  into  the  joint,  the  very 
considerable  bleeding  that  attended  may  have  had  its  effect  in  arresting 
inflammatory  action.  According  to  some  theories,  this  would  be  con- 
sidered certain.  At  a  future  day,  1  shall  give  some  cases  of  injury  to  the 
spine — producing  curvature  and  abscess,  with  some  observations  on 
caries  of  the  "  spongy  bones,"  as  not  necessarily  the  result  of  constitu- 
tional disease.  J.  S.  Jones. 
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INCURVATION  OF  NAILS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Incurvation  of  the  nails,  more  especially  of  those  of  the  great  toes,  is 
the  occasion  of  much  inconvenience  and  suffering  to  many  persons.. 
This  difficulty  owes  its  origin  mainly  to  the  lateral  compression  sustain- 
ed by  the  toes  from  the  too  confined  coverings  used  upon  the  feet. 
Corns  and  distortions  of  the  toe-joints  are  attributable  to  the  same 
cause.  Incurvation  of  the  nails,  in  greater  or  less  degree,  is  hardly  less 
rare  or  troublesome  than  corns  ;  perhaps  they  are  more  frequently  brought 
under  the  attention  of  the  physician  than  the  latter,  from  their  sometimes 
occasioning  more  serious  inconvenience.  I  believe  that  medical  advice 
is  not  often  asked  until  the  pressure  of  the  incurved  nail  has  occasioned 
ulceration  of  the  soft  parts  beneath  ;  a  state  of  things  that  is  apt  to  con- 
tinue so  long  as  the  pressure  of  the  edge  of  the  nail  continues  the  irri- 
tation. Temporary  relief  is  sometimes  afforded  by  the  eradication  of 
the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  nail ;  but  the  reproduced  nail  is  very  apt  to 
assume  the  disposition  and  shape  of  its  predecessor,  and  to  submit  the 
proprietor  to  renewed  suffering  fiom  the  same  cause ;  so  that,  as  a  radical 
means  of  relief,  amputation  of  the  afflicted  member  has  sometimes  been 
resorted  to. 

In  view  of  the  frequency,  and  annoying  and  painful  effects  of  incur- 
vation, I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  communicate  to  the  readers  of  the 
Journal  a  description  of  the  simple  apparatus  that  I  have  successfully 
employed  for  the  relief  of  this  difficulty. 

I  have  remarked  above,  that  incurvation  is  mainly  owing  to  undue 
pressure  of  the  toes.  This  is  not,  however,  the  only  cause ;  for  the 
difficulty  is  not  always  confined  to  the  toes.  The  finger  nails  sometimes 
manifest  a  tendency  to  incurvation,  but  owing  to  their  handy  position 
and  the  extensive  diffusion  of  pocket  knives,  the  nail  is  constantly  kept 
in  check.  In  phthisical  patients,  we  very  often  find  a  congenital  pre- 
disposition to  longitudinal  curvation  of  the  nails — or  from  the  root  to  the 
extremity — the  concavity  being  contiguous  to  the  soft  parts.  1  believe 
that  a  congenital  predisposition  to  excessive  lateral  curvature  of  the 
nails  will  be  found  to  exist  in  the  subjects  of  the  difficulty  of  which  I 
am  treating.  This  would  probably  be  productive  of  no  more  inconve- 
nience in  the  toes,  than  in  the  fingers,  were  it  not  for  the  pernicious 
habit  of  wearing  boots  and  shoes  that  not  only  prevent  the  natural  expan- 
sion of  the  toes  in  walking,  but  even  crowd  them  together  when  they  do 
not  support  the  weight  of  the  body.  Were  there  no  hard  parts  to  resist 
this  pressure,  we  should  not  have  corns  in  one  case,  and  incurved  nails 
or  distortion  of  the  joints  in  another.  How  the  pressure  acts  to  produce 
these  several  effects,  is  so  obvious  as  to  require  no  explanation. 

As  it  is  useless  to  endeavor  to  remove  the  cause  of  these  difficulties, 
so  long  as  we  are  resisted  by  fashion,  we  must  content  ourselves  with 
palliating  the  effects,  or  obviating  them  by  the  employment  of  means 
that  shall  counteract  the  operation  of  the  cause. 

The  palliating  methods  of  treating  incurvation  and  corns  are  as  well 
known  and  practised  by  the  public  as  by  the  profession.    For  obviating 
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incurvation,  it  is  recommended  to  elevate  the  edges  of  the  nail  (which 
are  to  be  allowed  to  grow  beyond  the  middle  of  the  anterior  edge),  by- 
inserting  dossils  of  lint  between  them  and  the  subjacent  soft  parts.  To  over- 
come the  inward  pressure,  occasioned  by  the  elastic  resistance  of  the  nail, 
the  central  portion  must  be  scraped  as  thin  as  possible,  and  the  middle  of 
the  anterior  edge  cut  away  to  the  point  of  union  between  the  nail  and 
soft  parts.  If  this  method  of  managing  the  difficulty  is  faithfully  at- 
tended to,  it  may  afford  permanent  relief  But  there  are  obstacles  to 
the  convenient  manipulation  of  these  extremities,  that  make  special  at- 
tention to  them  disagreeable  and  uncomfortable,  even  to  individuals  of  a 
slender  habit ;  what  they  must  be  with  ^tout  gentlemen  and  ladies,  the 
reader  need  not  be  told.  For  this  reason,  I  apprehend  that  the  most 
frequent  result  of  this  method  of  treatment  is  rather  an  aggravation  of 
the  difficulty.  The  patient,  after  having  in  the  above  way  made  himself 
tolerably  comfortable  for  the  time,  dismisses  the  parts  from  all  further 
consideration,  until  he  is  warned  by  certain  uneasy  sensations  that  all 
is  not  right  in  these  regions  ;  and  on  inspecting  the  parts,  he  will  find 
the  dossils  inserted  under  the  edges  of  the  nail  quite  hard,  and  en- 
veloped in  cuticular  scales,  leaving,  on  being  extracted  from  their  seat, 
a  deep,  tender  depression  in  the  soft  parts.  The  nail  also  will  be  found 
to  have  recovered  its  primitive  thickness,  where  it  had  been  scraped 
down,  or  to  have  become  even  thicker  and  more  unyielding  than  it  was 
in  the  first  place.  The  same  process  of  elevating  the  edges  of  the  nail 
and  thinning  its  centre,  is  repeated  with  (in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks) 
the  same  result.  Thus,  so  far  from  proving  a  remedy,  this  process,  as 
generally  managed,  only  tends  to  aggravate  the  difficulty  by  occasioning 
increased  thickness  of  the  nail  at  the  centre,  and  conseqently  a  more 
unyielding  condition  of  the  edge. 

The  mode  that  1  have  employed,  and  with  the  most  complete  suc- 
cess, for  the  relief  of  this  difficulty,  is  the  following.  A  piece  of  a  very 
light  watch  spring,  of  sufficient  length  to  extend  across  the  nail  from 
one  edge  to  the  other,  is  turned  into  short  hooks  at  the  extremities.  Two 
plates  of  silver,  sufficiently  thin  to  be  easily  pliable  in  the  fingers,  are  to 
be  cut  of  an  oblong  shape,  say  from  one  quarter  to  one  sixth  of  an  inch 
in  width  by  one  third  to  two  thirds  of  an  inch  in  length,  with  rounded 
corners  and  one  end  punched  with  a  hole  of  sufficient  size  to  admit  the 
hooked  extremity  of  the  steel  spring.  The  nail  should  be  permitted  to 
attain  sufficient  length  to  allow  the  hooks  (which  are  to  be  made  of  the 
above-described  strips  of  silver)  to  be  insinuated  under  its  edges ;  the 
hooked  extremities  of  the  spring  are  then  to  be  passed  into  the  eyes 
of  the  hooks,  its  centre  resting  upon  the  centre  of  the  nail.  The  spring 
should  not  be  too  stiff,  or  it  will  elevate  the  edges  of  the  nail  with  too 
much  force,  and  occasion  a  painful  tension  of  the  soft  parts  attached  to 
it.  The  more  rapid  expansion  of  the  nail  will  be  promoted  by  envelop- 
ing the  parts  in  a  wet  roller. 

Where  the  matrix  of  the  nail,  and  the  nail  itself,  are  sound  and 
healthy,  I  believe  that  this  method  will  never  fail  speedily  to  restore  the 
nail  to  its  normal  condition.  H.  E.  Davidson. 

Gloucester,  Mass.,  January,  1851. 
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ENCYSTED  TUMOR  OF  THE  LEFT  OVARIUM. 

BY    C.  r.  WINSLOVV,  M.D.,  NANTUCKET. 
[Communiealed  for  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.] 

When  I  returned  from  Europe,  in  1837,  I  found  an  old  friend  of  mine, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Bunker,  laboring  under  abdominal  dropsy.  The  abdomen 
was  very  large.  When  I  left  her,  two  years  previously,  she  was  spare 
and  in  feeble  health,  with  a  bad  cough,  frequently  raising  blood  and  large 
amounts  of  mucus  and  purulent  excretions.  She  was  the  mother  of  three 
children  fully  grown,  and  her  health  througjli  life  had  been  delicate.  I 
supposed  she  would  die  of  pulmonary  disease  before  my  return  home. 
But  on  my  return,  her  general  health  and  appearance  were  better,  her 
cough  and  expectoration  had  wholly  ceased  ;  and  for  a  year  her  abdomen 
had  been  enlarging,  with  some  pain  and  soreness  in  the  lower  part  of  it. 
The  catamenia  had  not  been  natural  for  many  years,  but  had  been  very 
painful,  and  now  the  period  of  life  had  arrived  for  their  cessation.  They 
occurred  at  long  intervals.  Her  appetite  was  good,  and  her  general 
health  comfortable  ;  but  the  enlargement  was  a  burden,  and,  as  it  con- 
stantly increased,  it  gave  her  alarm. 

Medical  assistance  had  been  sought,  but  no  comfort  nor  benefit  had 
been  giv^en  her.  Diuretics  and  all  ordinary  means  had  been  resorted  to, 
without  advantage.  She  had  been  disgusted  with,  and  was  tired  of,  medi- 
cines. In  this  condition  of  things,  I  was  called  in,  and,  from  all  that  could 
be  learnt  of  the  origin  of  the  disease,  I  supposed  it  to  be  common  ascites. 
I  was  sure  of  dropsy  from  the  fluctuation,  and  1  could  feel  no  tumor. 
Whatever  means  were  used,  availed  nothing.  She  grew  to  be  a  wonder 
to  look  upon,  and  could  still  walk  about  house  and  attend  to  many 
domestic  affairs.  She  had  a  good  appetite,  and  was  cheerful.  I  advised 
tapping.  After  a  long  time,  she  consented  to  the  operation,  and  it  was 
done  with  a  trocar  of  medium  size.  I  was  surprised  that  no  stream  of 
water  followed  the  removal  of  the  style.  But  in  a  moment,  a  glairy  fluid 
began  to  ooze  out.  Little,  however,  was  discharged,  and  no  relief  was 
obtained.  The  puncture  healed  in  a  few  hours,  and  the  patient  remained 
as  before,  only  more  uncomfortable  from  increasing  distention. 

In  a  few  weeks  another  puncture  was  made,  with  a  larger  trocar,  and 
about  a  half  pint  of  thick,  tenacious,  pearl-colored  fluid  was  obtained  by 
pulling  it  through  the  canula  with  a  probe.  This  operation  was  unsuc- 
cessful, and  the  abdomen  had  now  become  so  large  that  the  parietes  were 
stretched  to  extreme  thinness. 

What  was  to  be  done  to  prolong  her  life  ?  Fluctuation  was  distinct 
all  over  this  immense  swelling,  and  I  was  now  sure  of  the  nature  of  the 
fluid  which  filled  the  cavity.  I  conceived  the  plan  of  pumping  it  off.  I 
proposed  it  to  my  medical  friends,  but  they  had  never  heard  nor  read  of 
such  a  thing,  and  could  not  enlighten  nor  encourage  me.  1  had  arranged 
the  whole  plan  of  operating  in  my  own  mind,  and  fortified  its  probable 
'  success  by  analogies  in  physics.  I  presented  it  to  the  lady  for  her  con- 
sideration. She  possessed  uncommon  intelligence  and  firmness  ;  but  it 
seemed  to  her  like  an  experiment,  and  she  objected  to  it.  I  reasoned 
with  her,  and  she  made  up  her  mind,  after  some  days,  that  she  had  better 
submit  to  the  operation. 
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I  had  a  trocar  made,  three-eighths  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  I  adjusted  a 
silver  tube,  made  with  an  elbow,  to  a  good  Maw's  syringe,  and  covered 
the  end  with  wax  and  thread  so  that  the  fixture  should  be  immovable 
and  air-tight.  The  floating  part  of  the  tube  was  made  to  fit  nicely  to  th& 
canula,  so  that  it  could  be  adjusted  easily,  whenever  it  might  be  desirable. 
This  was  all. 

The  time  was  fixed  for  the* operation,  and  though  the  result,  if  success- 
ful, would  be  nothing  more  than  that  of  common  paracentesis,  it  was 
looked  at  by  patient  and  friends  as  something  wonderful  and  possibly 
fatal,  /felt  only  anxious  for  the  success  of  an  operation  which  I  had  so 
well  calculated,  and  which  I  considered  new.  It  was,  indeed,  an  experi- 
ment ;  but  I  felt  an  enthusiastic  assurance  of  its  triumph. 

I  invited  Dr.  Elisha  P.  Fearing  to  assist  me.  The  patient  was  seated 
in  a  comfortable  rocking  chair.  Suitable  bandages  were  applied  around 
the  abdomen,  and  assistants  were  placed  at  the  ends  to  draw  them  when 
required.  I  made  the  puncture  about  midway  between  the  umbilicus  and 
the  ant.  sup.  spinal  process  of  the  left  ilium.  The  canula  was  so  much 
larger  than  the  others  that  a  stream  flowed  with  quite  a  jet,  but  the  fluid 
was  so  thick  and  heavy  that  it  fell  quick  like  jelly.  It  continued  to  run 
thus  till  a  half-pint  had  escaped,  when  it  stopped.  Now  was  the  time 
for  my  success  or  failure  ; — and  if  the  latter,  the  case  would  have  to  be 
abandoned  altogether.  I  adjusted  the  pump,  and  my  colleague  held  the 
instruments  firmly,  while  I  drew  upon  the  piston.  There  was  some  re- 
sistance. In  a  moment  it  was  overcome,  and  when  I  pressed  down  the 
piston,  a  full  stream  gushed  out  with  an  old  coagulum  of  blood,  which 
had  caused  the  obstruction.  Thus  I  continued  to  pump,  now  and  then 
encountering  a  coagulum  of  blood  or  jelly,  until  1  removed  seventy-two 
pounds,  by  weight,  of  this  gelatinous  fluid. 

The  operation  was  made  slowly,  and  the  bandages  were  tightened  so 
as  to  give  uninterrupted  support  to  the  abdomen.  The  patient  was  re- 
lieved, and  was  cheerful  during  the  operation,  but  towards  the  last  of  it 
she  became  somewhat  faint.  Hot  wine  was  administered,  and  she  was 
put  to  bed.  1  was  particular  that  no  air  should  enter  the  canula,  and  the 
puncture  was  carefully  closed  wiih  adhesive  plaster.  When  this  came 
off,  five  or  six  days  afterwards,  the  wound  was  completely  healed. 

After  the  operation,  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen  hung  in  folds  like 
cloth,  but  they  gradually  contracted  to  a  natural  condition.  She  was 
comfortable,  and  nothing  occurred  unfavorable.  In  a  week  she  sat  up, 
and  her  appetite  was  natural. 

Tumors,  however,  of  great  size  were  now  manifest  in  several  parts  of 
the  abdomen.  The  largest  were  on  the  right  side,  and  they  extended 
above  the  umbilicus.  They  were  not  sore  nor  painful  ;  but  the  incurable 
nature  of  the  malady  was  unfolded.  As  was  to  have  been  expected,  the 
abdomen  gradually  enlarged  again  ;  and  after  several  months  a  second 
operation  was  made,  similar  to  the  first,  "^i'hirty-five  pounds  of  the  same 
gela-tinous,  pearl-colored  fluid  were  removed,  and  she  was  put  to  bed  in  a 
comfortable  and  cheerful  condition.  Thus  she  continued  for  a  fortnight, 
at  the  end  of  which,  she  lost  her  a[)petite  and  became  more  feeble.  Her 
spirits  left  her — she  refused  food — declined  all  conversation — gradual!/ 
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passed  into  a  lethargic  state,  and  died  in  about  six  weeks  from  the  second 
operation.  IMuch  secretion  took  place  before  her  death,  so  that  the  abdo- 
men was  very  large.  The  first  operation  was  made  June  3d,  1839  ;  the 
last,  December  3ist;  and  she  died  February  15th,  1840. 

Post-mortem  Observations. — Before  making  an  incision  into  the  body, 
a  considerable  quantity  of  the  same  gelatinous  fluid  was  removed  by  the 
pump.  This  was  not  weighed,  but  estimated  to  amount  to  twelve  or 
fifteen  pounds. 

On  laying  open  the  abdomen,  aH  enormous,  thick  fibrous  sac,  at  first 
sight  resembling  the  paunch  of  an  ox,  appeared  to  fill  it.  This  was  con- 
nected with  a  great  mass  of  tumors,  or,  rather,  it  was  one  sac  of  a  number 
which  existed  in  this  enormous  tumor,  for  it  was  all  one,  and  it  proved  to 
be  the  left  ovarium.  I  passed  my  hand  around  the  mass  and  turned  it 
out  of  the  cavity,  and  it  hung  by  the  fallopian  tube  alone.  It  had  no 
other  attachment  to  the  body. 

The  surface  of  this  great  tumor  was  smooth,  but  irregular,  and  on  lay- 
ing op(?n  the  different  hard  and  rounded  compartments  which  constituted 
it,  I  found  t'hem  more  or  less  advanced  towards  the  condition  of  the  great 
sac  which  had  been  punctured  during  life.  The  fluid  in  all  was  more 
tenacious  and  transparent,  resembling  vitreous  humor.  Some  cysts  con- 
tained a  pint  or  a  quart ;  others  were  like  honey-comb,  containing  numer- 
ous smaller  colls  ;  some  not  larger  than  a  walnut,  separated  by  highly 
vascular  partitions.    This  mass  weighed  seventeen  pounds. 

The  punctures  in  the  sac  had  all  healed  completely,  and  the  eschars 
were  as  visible  and  perfect  as  cicatrices  of  the  skin. 

The  uterus,  right  ovary,  and  every  other  viscus  of  the  abdomen,  were 
in  a  natural  state. 

The  lungs  were  in  a  healthy-looking  and  crepitating  condition,  mottled 
only  with  a  black  or  bluish  pigment,  such  as  we  frequently  observe  in 
persons  who  had  complained  of  no  pulmonary  disease  during  life. 

Nantucket,  January  17,  1851. 


EMPHYSEMA  FROM   FRACTURE  OF  THE  RIBS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Meil.  and  Surg.  Journal.] 

A  CASE  reported  in  your  Journal  of  last  week,  recals  to  mind  one 
which  came  under  my  observation  a  short  time  since.  On  the  16th 
of  July,  1849,  I  was  called  to  see  Mr.  Lawrence  Warner,  of  Locke, 
Cayuga  Co.,  set.  about  80,  who  had  the  day  before  been  thrown  from 
his  carriage  in  consequence  of  some  part  of  his  harness  giving  way. 
Being  quite  infirm,  he  was  precipitated  with  considerable  violence  upon 
his  shoulder,  making  but  little  effort  to  resist  the  fall.  Two  physicians, 
residing  near,  saw  him  very  soon,  but  finding  it  difficult  to  handle  him 
much,  came  to  no  definite  conclusion  respecting  the  extent  of  the  injury. 
His  son-in-law,  Dr.  Shaw,  of  Cayuga,  then  on  a  visit  to  his  house,  saw 
him  a  few  hours  after  the  accident,  and  as  the  symptoms  were  urgent, 
very  properly  extracted  a  few  ounces  of  blood,  and  applied  other  appro- 
priate remedies.    1  found  him  bolstered  up  in  bed,  his  countenance 
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livid  and  death-like,  pulse  small  and  rapid,  respiration  labored,  surface 
covered  with  cold  clammy  perspiration,  with  an  emphysematous  condi- 
tion of  the  neck,  chest  and  superior  extremities.  There  was  a  slight 
contusion  of  one  shoulder ;  but  as  the  least  touch  or  motion  gave  excru- 
ciating pain,  a  thorough  examination  of  the  injured  part  w^as  at  this  time 
impracticable.  I  suggested  to  my  friend.  Dr.  S.,  the  possibility  of  a 
fracture  of  the  ribs  and  puncture  of  the  lungs  at  some  point,  producing 
partial  collapse  of  those  organs,  and  permitting  the  escape  of  air  into  the 
cellular  tissue  ;  in  which  opinion  Dr.  S.  fully  concurred.  This  patient 
had  for  some  years  labored  under  chronic  pulmonary  and  cardiac  dis- 
ease, and  there  were  doubtless  organic  lesions  to  a  considerable  extent, 
with  a  consequent  impaired  state  of  the  vital  functions.  The  symptoms 
evidently  denoted  a  speedy  fatal  termination  of  the  case.  He  died  on 
the  following  day,  and  from  an  external  examination  of  the  body,  post- 
mortem, three  of  the  ribs  were  found  fractured  a  short  distance  from  the 
spine  upon  the  right  side,  the  fractured  ends  being,  doubtless,  forced  into 
the  substance  of  the  lung,  producing  the  symptoms  which  resulted  in 
death. 

I  report  this  case,  not  because  I  consider  it  unique  in  its  character, 
but  because  I  think  it  illustrates  at  least  a  feature  in  the  diagnosis,  and 
also  presents  a  sequel  which  may  very  naturally  follow  fracture  of  the 
ribs,  particularly  if  it  occur  at  a  point  where  there  are  morbid  adhesions 
from  previous  disease.  Indeed  I  have  been  surprised  that  injuries  in  this 
situation  were  not  more  frequently  followed  by  similar  results. 

CortlandviUe,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  \4th,  1851.     "  H.  O.  Jewett. 


NOTES  FROM  CLINICAL  LECTURES. 

DELIVERED  AT  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  COLLEGE,  BOSTON, 

By  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  M.D., 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  College,  and  one  of  the  Surgeons  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 
(Lecture  of  Jan.  20,  concluded.) 

Case  II. — Disease  of  Ankle-joint.  Amputation. — This  patient,  from 
Dr.  Hayward's  ward,  had  during  a  period  of  seven  years  more  or  less 
pain  and  lameness  in  the  joint.  For  a  year  he  has  been  unable  to  use 
the  limb,  and  during  this  time  quite  a  number  of  fistulous  openings 
communicating  with  the  joint,  have  appeared  ;  I  believe  a  dozen — an 
unusual  number.  The  joint  is,  you  see,  swelled  and  blue,  and  the  leg 
atrophied,  almost  to  the  bones.  About  such  a  leg  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  Whatever  the  disease  may  be  called — scrofulous  disease,  pulpy, 
cartilaginous  or  synovial  degeneration,  or  disintegrating  lymph,  there  is, 
practically,  very  little  hope  in  a  case  of  this  sort.  In  a  favorable  case, 
the  diseased  cartilage  and  bone  should  and  might  become  disintegrated 
to  a  point  which  leaves  sound  bone,  and  this  in  its  turn  should  become 
anchylosed.  This  is  the  only  recovery  from  such  a  mass  of  disease. 
But  in  the  mean  time  the  pain  and  fever  are  reducing  the  patient ;  the 
Hquor  sanguinis  is  drained  by  the  discharge  of  pus,  and  the  strength 
gives  out.    There  is  a  peculiar  disease,  the  ulceration  of  the  cartilage, 
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in  which  a  small  ulceration  in  an  otherwise  apparently  sound  cartilage  is 
productive  of  great  pain,  and  oiten  compels  ampulation  ol  a  limh.  But 
the  present  affection,  which  is  by  far  the  most  common  one,  exliibits  no 
clean  ulceration.  You  see  in  this  joint  a  part  ol  the  cartilage  rough- 
ened ;  elsewhere  more  deeply  pitted,  and  largely  detached  ;  the  bone  ex- 
posed ;  masses  of  granulation  ;  the  whole  articular  surface  greatly 
diseased,  and  very  little  or  no  sound  cartilage.  The  affection  has  also 
extended  to  the  tarsal  articulations.  The  progress  of  this  sort  of  dis- 
ease is  usually  not  steady,  but  by  repeated  exacerbations,  with  intervals 
of  comparative  freedom  from  pain  ;  and  the  patient  may  be  reduced  so 
gradually  that  it  is  sometimes  dilficult  for  the  surgeon  who  sees  the 
case,  day  after  day,  to  decide  the  precise  point  at  which  treatment  should 
be  abandoned,  and  amputation  resorted  to.  Seeing  the  same  case  for 
the  first  time,  you  would  have  less  difficulty  in  making  up  your  mind. 

A  patient  greatly  reduced  by  a  diseased  joint,  often  recovers  rapidly 
after  its  removal.  Yet  even  then,  life  sometimes  flickers  feebly  for 
a  time,  and  the  patient  sinks  under  the  shock  of  amputation.  Perhaps 
the  chief  point  to  be  settled,  in  i;'espect  of  strength,  is  the  soundness 
of  the  great  viscera  ;  for  with  disease  there,  and  in  spite  of  a  few 
recorded  cases  to  the  contrary,  the  case  is  almost  hopeless. 

This  limb,  long  past  the  stage  of  doubt,  was  removed  by  Dr.  Hay- 
ward,  by  the  circular  operation. 

You  will  hear  much  of  the  relative  advantages  of  the  circular  and  flap 
operations.  But  as  there  is  so  much  diversity  of  opinion  upon  this 
point,  you  may  be  sure  there  is  no  settled  best  way ;  and  as  for  the 
rapidity  of  amputation,  if  ever  it  was  a  prime  object,  with  ether  it  is 
now  no  longer  so.  The  one  thing  needful  is  skin  enough  to  cover  the 
bone.  If  one  side  of  a  limb  is  ulcerated  or  injured,  you  get  it  from 
the  other  side,  and  this  is  a  flap ;  or  you  may  make  two  flaps — on  the 
sides,  or  top  and  bottom,  or  as  you  please,  so  long  as  you  cover  the 
bone  and  do  not  waste  material  ;  for  the  best  artificial  limbs  are  now 
made  with  deep  sockets,  and  the  longer  a  stump  is,  the  better.  This 
flap  was  circular,  and  the  stump  will  be  doubtless  an  excellent  one, 
reaching  two  thirds  way  to  the  ankle.  Accidents  may  happen  to  all 
stumps.  Flaps  retract,  bones  protrude  and  sequestra  come  out.  But  if 
the  bone  is  once  properly  covered,  nature  has  nmch  more  than  the  sur- 
geon to  do  in  keeping  it  so.  1  once  had  an  opportunity  to  try  the  cir- 
cular and  flap  operations  upon  the  legs  of  the  same  patient ;  a  case  of 
mortification  of  both  legs,  after  dysentery  on  shipboard.  The  patient 
was  at  death's  door,  but  at  once  rallied  after  the  removal  of  the  legs  at 
about  their  middle.  It  was  soon  after  the  use  of  ether  ;  and  the  patient, 
of  course,  slept  through  both  amputations.  Both  wounds  healed  by  first 
intention.  The  circular  flap  was  puckered  in  healing,  as  it  generally 
is.  _  Upon  the  other  leg,  the  long  flap  from  behind  gave  apparently 
much  the  best  result  ;  a  handsome  rounded  stump,  with  a  linear  cicatrix. 
Yet  it  is  probable  that  a  few  years  would  make  them  much  alike. 
The  muscle  and  fat  of  a  large  flap  is  then  atrophied  and  the  round- 
ness lost.  This  I  may  state  also  as  the  view  of  Dr.  Townsend,  whose 
opportunities  for"  examination  were  frequent  during  the  last  war. 
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Case  IH.  Necrosis  of  the  Humerus.  Operation. — The  disease 
was  in  this  case  of  fifteen  years'  duration.  There  were  a  number  of 
fistulous  openini^s  about  the  deltoid,  leading  to  dead  bone.  A  large  one 
also  between  the  clavicle  and  scapula  above,  traversed  by  the  omo-hyoid 
muscle,  which  bisected  it.  Water  injected  here,  was  followed  by  an 
incnnise  of  pus  at  the  lower  opening,  in  the  course  of  the  day.  1  am 
unable  to  say  why  the  pus,  which  was  burrowing  about  in  the  axilla, 
should  have  made  this  large  ulceration  so  high  up  ;  or  whether  this  de- 
pended on  a  separate  cause.  As  you  saw,  I  made  a  free  incision  down 
to  the  bone  on  the  outside,  and  through  the  deltoid ;  waited  for  the 
capillary  bleeding  to  cease,  and  tied  a  small  vessel  or  two  ;  denuded  the 
bone,  removed  a  middle-sized  disc  of  new  bone  quarter  of  an  inch  thick, 
with  a  trephine  upon  a  bit-stock,  and  extracted  through  the  opening  a 
sequestrum  in  shape  like  a  large  almond.  The  object  of  these  operations 
is  to  get  at  and  remove  a  sequestrum  which  is  confined  by  bone,  gene- 
rally oi'  new  formation  and  thick.  In  such  a  case  you  feel  with  a  probe 
a  bone  unequivocally  loose  and  apparently  quite  accessible  ;  you  cut 
through  the  soft  parts  in  pursuit  of  it,  and  are  suddenly,  perhaps  to 
your  surprise,  arrested  by  a  bony  wall  with  an  aperture  only  as  large  as  a 
crow's  quill,  into  which  the  probe  passes  perhaps  half  an  inch.  The  old 
way  was  to  attack  this  with  a  chisel  and  mallet.  But  put  a  femur  into 
a  common  vise,  and  tiy  with  a  chisel  and  mallet  to  expose  the  interior 
of  its  siiaft.  and  you  will  find  how  slowly  the  work  goes  on.  Now  there 
is  a  French  instrument  which  1  have  used  for  a  number  of  years,  which 
consists  of  a  small  circular  saw,  attached  to  an  iron  rod,  which  receives 
its  revolutions  from  a  bit-stock  in  the  hands  of  an  assistant.  The  rod 
is  about  two  feet  long,  and  is  broken  for  convenience  by  a  universal 
joint.  A  hole  is  trepanned  into  the  bone,  and  if  the  sequestrum  is  re- 
fractory, another  hole  is  also  trepanned  a  few  inches  distant,  and  the  cir- 
cuniferences  of  each  united  by  parallel  lines,  so  as  to  make  an  oval  hole. 
Tills  last  is  done  by  the  circular  saw  (scie  a  molette),  and  the  little  time  it 
occupies  and  the  facility  of  its  work  are  quite  striking.  I  should  say 
it  required  about  one  minute  for  ten  consumed  by  the  old  process  ;  and 
a  beaufiiully  symmetrical  hole  may  be  made  in  five  minutes,  which  would 
reqtiiiv  half  an  hour's  work  of  the  chisel.  This  is  really  an  advantage 
of  iiiipoi  tance.  Here  are  sequestra  which  I  have  remov^ed  in  this  way  ; 
a  long  one  from  the  femur  ;  this  one,  not  unlike  a  butternut  in  size  and 
rouglmess,  and  moreover  infiltrated  with  salts  from  the  saliva,  from  the 
left  ramus  of  the  jaw.  Here  is  a  very  remarkable  sequestrum  from  a 
boy,  a  patient  of  Dr.  Osgood,  of  Saxonville,  which  is  actually  two  thirds 
of  the  liumerus.  Its  upper  extremity  projected  through  the  skin  just 
under  the  axilla,  while  the  whole  articulating  surface  at  the  elbow  was 
salient  and  exposed  obliquely  outwards.  The  whole  looked  somewhat 
like  a  large  spike  of  which  the  condyles  represented  the  head  ;  driven  in 
obliquely  at  the  elbow,  and  its  point  appearing  under  the  axilla.  And 
here  are  the  marks  of  the  boy's  penknife  upon  the  exposed  joint,  where 
he  amused  the  tedium  of  convalescence  by  whitthng  it  in  situ.  You 
would  have  thought,  as  I  did,  that  it  could  be  pulled  out  from  below, 
with  ease.    But  it  was  so  bound  and  clamped  by  new  bone,  which 
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pinched  it,  that  I  was  obhged  to  remove  the  last  to  some  extent  before 
it  yielded.  And  it  is  strange  that  the  boy  has  a  serviceable  joint  at  this 
day,  traversing  an  angle  of  about  45°. 

Here  is  another  sequestrum  with  a  wisdom  tooth  in  it,  larger  than  you 
would  suppose  could  be  contained  in  the  ramus  of  the  jaw.  Necrosis 
is  sometimes  rapid.  I  removed  this  from  a  patient  of  Dr.  Dale.  It  was 
eliminated  from  the  first  metatarsal  bone  of  a  boy  in  a  few  weeks,  and 
is,  as  you  see,  quite  a  piece  of  the  shaft. 

This  operation  has  its  reverses.  Here  is  a  femur  of  a  patient,  of 
two  years  ago,  in  a  case  wliere  the  fistulous  opening  was  directly  in  the 
track  of  the  artery,  and  where  it  could  not  be  pursued.  I  therefore 
attacked  the  bone  upon  the  outside  through  the  vastus  externus,  and 
made  this  opening  into  it.  The  patient,  a  healthy  laborer,  died  the  next 
day  of  a  remarkable  affection  ;  a  secretion  of  pus  beneath  the  layers  of 
deep  fascia  and  into  the  muscles  of  the  whole  thigh,  showing  universal 
inflammation  there.  Besides  which,  before  death,  the  limb  was  inflated 
by  gas  as  in  a  decomposing  subject. 

There  are  a  few  points  of  diagnostic  interest  which  should  be  mentioned. 
The  size  of  the  sequestrum  may  be  judged  of,  sometimes,  by  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  bone,  and  by  exploring  it  through  different  apertures.  Yet 
where  it  is  deep,  and  where  these  signs  fail,  the  size  of  the  dead  bone  may 
be  deceptive,  and  a  very  small  one  may  give  the  idea  of  being  large.  Its 
mobility  is  sometimes  unequivocal  ;  and  upon  this  point  there  are  two 
signs  I  have  noticed,  not,  I  believe,  mentioned  in  the  books,  to  which  I 
attach  some  value.  One  of  these  is  the  possibility  of  causing  pus  to 
escape  from  one  fistulous  opening,  by  pressing  upon  the  sequestrum  with 
a  probe  through  another  and  separate  aperture.  How  is  this  likely  to 
happen,  unless  the  sequestrum  moves  ?  Again,  pain,  not  a  common  lo- 
cal and  acute  tenderness,  but  a  deep  and  distant  pain,  sometimes  attends 
the  forcible  movement  of  a  large  sequestrum  by  a  probe  in  a  fistulous 
opening.  The  sequestrum  is  then  tilted  against  soft  granulations  at  a  re- 
mote part  of  the  cavity.  In  such  cases,  the  sooner  the  sequestrum  is 
removed,  the  better.  The  pathology  of  necrosis  belongs  to  another  part 
of  our  surgical  course. 
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Anatoimj  and  Physiology. — "  Popular  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  adapted 
to  the  use  of  Students  and  General  Readers." — "Practical  Anatomy, 
Physiology  and  Pathology ;  Hygiene  and  Therapeutics."  By  T.  S. 
Lambert,  M.D.  Leavitt  &  Co.,  New  York,  publishers.  It  will  be  re- 
membered, that,  some  months  since,  a  very  favorable  notice  of  the  first  of 
the  above-named  works  appeared  in  this  Journal,  from  the  pen  of  a  Phy- 
sician in  Middlesex  County.  The  other  work  is  just  published.  Physiology 
having  been  introduced  into  most  of  our  schools,  and  considered  as  one  of 
the  elementary  studies  requisite  to  form  a  proper  education  for  the  young, 
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it  becomes  highly  necessary  for  school  committees  to  make  a  selection,  * 
and  obtain  the  best  works  for  the  purpose.  We  believe  there  have  been 
several  works  published  on  the  same  subject ;  but  never  having  had  an 
opportunity  to  examine  them,  we  cannot  speak  of  their  comparative 
merits.  As  regards  Dr.  Lambert's  books,  we  have  lately  had  them  sent 
us,  and  have  given  them  a  pretty  thorough  examination.  The  text  is  cor- 
rect, the  inferences  appropriate,  and  being  void  of  technicalities,  they  are 
every  way  suitable  for  the  scholar  to  read  and  study.  They  are  also  fully 
illustrated,  which  makes  them  better  calculated  to  convey  to  the  mind  of 
the  reader  a  perfect  comprehension  of  the  subject  under  consideration. 
The  little  work  on  Practical  Anatomy,  &c.,  will  have  a  tendency,  in  an 
indirect  way,  to  rid  us  of  quackery — for  it  teaches  enough  of  pathology, 
hygiene,  &c.,  to  intimidate  any  one  from  putting  confidence,  when  sick,  in 
any  other  than  the  regular,  well-educated  physician.  We  deem  it  un- 
necessary to  say  more  at  the  present  time  respecting  the  merits  of  the 
works  by  Dr.  Lambert.  Many  letters  of  testimonial  are  appended,  from 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  profession,  relative  to  their  value  and 
correctness. 


Boston  hunatic  Hospital. — The  report  of  the  Board  of  Visiters  of  the 
Boston  Lunatic  Hospital,  together  with  one  from  the  Superintendent,  Dr. 
C.  H.  Stedman,  has  been  received.  From  them  we  learn,  that  there  have 
been  admitted  during  the  year  73  patients,  with  76  discharges  and  37  re- 
coveries— leaving  now  in  the  wards  of  the  hospital,  81  males  and  123 
females.  Among  the  assigned  causes  of  the  insanity  of  the  inmates,  in- 
temperance seems  to  preponderate.  The  institution  appears  to  be  under 
good  rule,  and  with  the  average  health  of  such  institutions,  although  during 
the  year  dysentery  prevailed,  which  in  many  cases  proved  fatal.  It  would 
seem,  also,  that  those  who  were  in  good  bodily  health  previously,  suffered 
much  less  from  the  attack  than  those  who  were  more  debilitated  ;  and  in 
two  instances  recovery  of  the  mental  faculties  took  place,  simultaneously 
with  the  appearance  of  the  dysentery.  Ireland,  as  usual  in  our  charitable 
institutions,  is  fully  represented ;  and  Dr.  Stedman  attributes  it  in  part  to 
disappointment,  in  not  finding  gold  as  thick  as  paving-stones  in  the 
streets,"  as  was  represented  to  many  before  leaving  their  homes.  As  to 
the  treatment  of  the  insane,  an  inference  may  be  drawn  from  the  doctor's 
remark — "  Whereas,  the  siviple  fact  is,  that  the  remedies  most  in  use  in  our 
asylums,  are  not  sought  for  i7i  the  apothecary'' s  store.^^ 


Suffolk  District  Medical  Society. — At  the  adjourned  stated  meeting  of 
this  society,  held  last  Wednesday  afternoon,  for  the  purpose  of  trying  one 
of  its  members  who  had  been  previously  charged  with  infringing  its  by- 
laws, the  said  charge  not  having  been  sustained  the  whole  matter  vvas  laid 
upon  the  table.  As  we  said  on  a  previous  occasion,  we  consider  the 
society  should  not  have  matters  brought  before  it,  that  properly  belong  to 
a  legal  tribunal.  And  further,  we  would  take  this  occasion  to  express  our  de- 
cided disapprobation  of  the  way  this  whole  matter  has  been  managed,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  farce.  The  proceedings  were  all  informal, 
and  the  society  ought  to  have  known  it ;  but  when  the  member  consented 
to  an  examination,  and  nobly  exculpated  himself  from  the  charge,  a  verdict 
should  have  been  rendered  accordingly.  It  would  really  seem,  as  the 
accused  party  declared,  that  he  was  the  victim  of  a  conspiracy,  for  in  our 
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experience  we  never  saw  stronger  manifestations  of  a  vindictive  spirit,  than 
were  exhibited  by  some  of  the  members  towards  him,  and  his  cause,  at  the 
meeting  spoken  of.  This  was  particularly  shown  by  the  opening  remarks 
of  a  member  of  the  committee,  whose  uncalled-for  and  ungenerous  com- 
parison on  that  occasion,  seemed  intended  to  prejudice  the  minds  of 
others  against  the  accused  member.  The  remark  of  another  member,  that 
"whoever  had  announced,  in  this  room,  his  intention  of  voting  an  ac- 
quittal," &;c.,  was  in  exceeding  bad  taste,  and  requires  from  us  no  com- 
ment. It  may  be  true  that  the  member  has  been  guilty  of  violating  the 
laws  of  the  society,  and  if  so,  proper  steps  should  be  taken  in  the  matter; 
but  the  special  charge  brought  against  him  not  having  been  sustained, 
the  proceedings  should  then  have  been  brought  to  a  close  by  an  honor- 
able exculpation.  If  such  proceedings  are  to  be  established  as  precedents, 
and  if  members  are  to  be  allowed  such  latitude  in  giving  vent  to  prejudices 
that  may  exist  towards  a  fellow,  the  sooner  a  new  organization  of  the  society 
takes  place,  the  better,  we  should  say,  it  would  be  for  its  vital  interests. 


Water  Ointment. — The  water  ointment,  as  it  is  called,  seems  to  be 
coming  into  popular  favor  with  many  of  the  profession.  It  is  a  very  mild 
dressing,  and  is  intended  to  be  a  substitute  for  the  ungt.  acqua  rosce^  in 
dressing  excoriated  surfaces.  In  some  respects,  it  possesses  advantages 
over  that  of  the  rose  water  ointment,  which  is,  however,  yet  considered  a 
very  nice  and  bland  preparation.  The  water  ointment  is  best  prepared  by 
\)Q\\\wg  fresh  lard,  free  from  salt,  in  water.  After  it  has  cooled,  it  is  to  be 
separated  from  the  water,  and  as  much  cold  distilled  water  as  possible  is  to 
be  rubbed  into  it.  It  is  better  to  make  it  often,  and  have  it  kept  in  a  cool 
place  ready  for  use. 


The  North  American  Homceopathic  Journal. — The  first  number  of  a  new 
quarterly  medical  journal,  to  be  devoted  to  the  interests  of  homoeopathy, 
has  just  been  received  from  the  publisher  in  New  York.  It  certainly 
makes  a  very  good  appearance,  and  under  the  fostering  care  of  such  a  trio 
as  Drs.  Hering,  Marcy  &  Metcalf,  no  doubt  will  give  much  aid  and  com- 
fort to  the  prescribers  of  the  infinitesimals.  We  find  in  its  pages,  a  notice, 
by  one  of  the  editors,  respecting  "  Jeiiichen's  High  Pote7icies  "  ;  he  recom- 
mends his  readers  to  procure  a  supply  of  them  before  they  become  ex- 
hausted. He  remarks,  "  every  one  who  prefers  to  make  high  potencies  in 
his  own  way,  may  do  it,  but  ought  not  to  forget  that  Jenichen's  preparations 
cannot  be  easily  equalled ;  his  last  potence  of  arsenicum  having  received 
one  and  a  half  million  of  the  most  powerful  shakings^  counting  only  such  as 
produced  a  metallic  riiiging  sound  of  the  glass  bottle.  Others  may  wait  un- 
til the  thing  is  accomplished  by  machinery,  but  ought  never  to  expect  any- 
thing 'cheaper.'  "  This  knocks  the  ancient  alchemist  all  in  the  shade.  A 
million  and  a  half  of  shakings  !  What  would  its  potency  have  been,  were 
it  ten  millions  ?  The  eye-sight  must  have  been  destroyed  by  a  glance  at 
it.    William  Radde,  New  York,  is  the  publisher.    Terms,  $3,00  per  year. 


Present  to  Dr.  Durkee. — The  students  of  the  Tremont  Medical  School, 
of  this  city,  have  just  imported  from  Paris  a  superb  Microscope,  which  they 
have  presented  to  Dr.  Silas  Durkee,  as  a  testimony  of  their  estimation  of 
his  instructions  and  courteous  civilities  in  afTording  them  advantages  for  the 
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study  of  cutaneous  diseases — a  department  of  medical  practice  to  which  Dr. 
D.  devotes  special  attention.  The  gift  reflects  honor  upon  all  the  parties 
concerned.  Its  arrival  was  unavoidably  delayed  for  a  few  days,  but  as  the 
original  expectation  was  to  obtain  it  in  season  for  a  Christmas  present,  it 
was  so  given  and  received.  The  occasion  elicited  an  interesting  corres- 
pondence, which  appeared  in  the  columns  of  the  Boston  Traveller. 


Increase  of  HomcBopathy. — A  correspondent,  who  subscribes  himself  A 
Member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,'"  is  very  anxious  to  let  our 
readers  know  that  homoeopathy  is  not  on  the  v:ane^  although,  as  he  says, 
five  years  since  it  was  predicted  that  its  principles  would  cease  to  be  re- 
cognized by  any  of  the  profession  at  this  time.  On  the  contrary,  he  would 
inform  us,  that  where  there  was  one  who  practised  on  these  principles  five 
years  ago,  there  are  now  fifties.  Upon  such  statements,  he  bases  his  argu- 
ment of  the  infallibility  of  the  doctrine,  "  similia  similibus  curantur,'''  and 
of,  we  suppose,  the  intelligence  of  the  people  in  adopting  it.  While  we 
congratulate  our  homoeopathic  friend  on  his  happy  feelings,  for  what  he 
considers  the  success  of  the  Hahnemannic  system,  we  must  inform  him 
that  in  our  estimation  the  alleged  rapid  increase  of  practitioners  of  his  faith 
is  not  conclusive  evidence  that  he,  or  they,  are  correct  in  their  principles  of 
the  treatment  of  disease.  Others  are  further  off  than  ever  in  believing  in 
the  potency  of  infinitesimals.  If  any  one  wishes  to  be  highly  edified  by 
an  exhibition  of  homoeopathic  doctrine,  let  him  read,  in  to-day's  Journal, 
about  the  high  potencies  of  Jenichen,  by  one  of  the  editors  of  the  new 
Homoeopathic  Quarterly  Journal. 


Manifestations  of  Design  in  the  Daily  Walks  of  the  Physician. — An 
Introductory  Lecture  by  Dr.  George  Wilson,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 
Edinburgh  Medical  School,  is  published  in  the  Monthly  Journal  of  that 
city.    We  copy  from  it  the  following  beautiful  passage. 

"  The  sciences  which  make  up  medicine  are  so  much  and  so  necessarily 
occupied  with  the  exposition  of  secondary  causes,  that  they  are  apt  to  make 
us  forget  that  what  we  call  laws  and  forces — physical,  chemical,  physiologi- 
cal— are  but  the  modes  of  working  of  Him  who  is  uncaused,  and  the  author 
and  director  of  all.  I  have  heard  wonder  expressed  by  non-professional 
persons,  that  medical  students  should  be  so  indifferent  to  the  evidence  of 
design  which  their  studies  so  amply  supply.  In  this,  I  think,  they  have 
done  you,  in  some  respects,  considerable  wrong.  They  have  forgotten  the 
engrossing  nature  of  your  occupations,  and  the  necessity  under  which 
every  diligent  student  lies,  of  mastering  the  mere  facts  of  various  sciences, 
which  are  by  no  means  very  easy  of  apprehension.  They  have  forgotten, 
also,  that  the  accompaniments  of  a  dissecting-room  are  not  exactly  such  as 
conduce  most  to  moral  meditations,  like  those  in  which  Paley  or  the  authors 
of  our  Bridgewater  Treatises  "  loved  to  indulge.  And,  further,  they  have 
forgotten  what,  when  I  was  a  student,  used  very  much  to  strike  me, — viz., 
that  in  the  wards  of  the  hospital,  all  the  goodly  design  of  which  so  much 
was  said,  seeyns  to  fail.  Instead  of  gazing  eyes,  hearing  ears,  moving  joints, 
lungs  gently  breathing,  hearts  quietly  pulsating,  brains  actively  working, 
we  go  round  an  hospital  and  witness  blindness,  deafness,  palsy,  madness, 
every  variety  of  torture,  and  the  end  of  all — death.  We  want  a  chapter 
added  to  our  "  Bridgewater  Treatises  "  to  reconcile  this  with  what  they 
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declare.  Some  of  you  may  have  felt  as  I  have  felt,  or  will  yet  feel,  the 
perplexity  alluded  to.  Let  me  remind  you,  then,  that  even  in  disease 
there  is  exquisite  evidence  of  design — that  it  is  not  doctors  who  cure  the 
sick  body,  but  the  body  that  cures  itself.  The  surofeon  will  whip  you  ofT 
a  limb  fast  enough,  and  so  save  torture  and  prevent  death  ;  but  he  does  not 
pretend  to  make  the  bleeding  vessels  hermetically  seal  their  mouths,  the 
rough  bone  granulate  into  smoothness,  the  muscles  form  new  attachments, 
and  the  skin  close  over  all.  Kindly  nature  does  this.  The  diseased  body 
proclaims,  to  the  last,  that  it  was  intended  to  be  healthy,  and  is  struggling 
against  all  odds  to  be  so,  and  dies,  as  it  were,  facing  death,  with  arms  in 
its  hands.  I  would  therefore  say,  let  not  the  striking  moral  lesson  thus 
taught  be  overlooked,  but  rather  seek  out  for  it — it  will  add  interest  to 
your  daily  duties,  and  invest  them  with  a  high  moral  meaning." 


The  Great  Exhibition  in  London. — The  following  from  the  London 
Lancet  is  recommended  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  in  this  country.  It 
is  probably  not  yet  too  late  for  all  who  have  anything  of  the  kind  men- 
tioned below,  to  take  measures  for  having  it  despatched  to  London. 

"  We  believe  that  one  of  the  subdivisions  of  the  great  exhibition  of 
1851  includes  surgical  instruments,  and  all  surgical  and  medical  appliances 
of  a  mechanical  kind.  We  should  hope,  that,  in  this  respect,  the  honor 
of  the  profession  will  be  upheld.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the  ingenuity  of 
America,  France  and  Germany,  in  all  that  relates  to  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  disease  by  mechanical  means,  will  be  fully  represented  at  the 
forthcoming  exhibition.  We  make  these  remarks  with  a  view  of  stimu- 
lating the  profession  in  this  country,  and  inducing  its  members  not  to  suffer 
such  an  opportunity  of  professional  and  national  distinction  to  pass  unim- 
proved. \Ve  have  as  yet  heard  no  note  of  preparation,  but  we  trust  that 
not  the  least  interesting  section  of  the  "  crystal  palace,"  now  rising  as  if 
by  magic,  will  be  that  devoted  to  the  exemplification  of  the  applications  of 
art  and  industry  to  the  profession  of  medicine  and  surgery,  and  the  relief 
of  human  disease  and  suffering." 

The  commissioners  will  be  ready  to  receive  deposits  from  the  1st  of 
January  to  1st  of  March  inclusive,  after  which  time  none  will  be  received. 
The  foreign  deposits  (those  from  this  country  for  instance)  will  not  be 
charged  with  duty,  and  will  be  received  through  the  custom  houses  at  Lon- 
don, Liverpool,  Bristol,  Hull,  Newcastle,  Dover,  Folkestone  and  South- 
ampton. The  exhibitors  pay  all  expenses  until  the  articles  are  deposited, 
but  none  after  till  the  exhibition  closes,  when  they  may  remove  them  from 
the  country,  or  sell  them,  in  which  case  the  duties  must  be  paid.  The 
exhibition  will  open  on  the  1st  of  May,  and  continue  open  for  six 
months. 


Iodine  in  Fresh-Water  Plants  and  Animals. — M.  Chatin,  Professor  at 
the  School  of  Pharmacy  of  Paris,  recently  sent  a  paper  to  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  wherein  he  gives  the  details  of  his  investigations  relative  to  the 
existence  of  iodine  in  some  fresh-water  animals,  as  the  leech,  crab,  frog,  &c., 
as  well  as  in  the  plants  which  grow  in  the  same  waters.  Iodine  has  been 
found  in  greatest  quantity  in  ferruginous  water.  The  author  thinks  that 
goitre  is  owing  to  the  too  minute  quantity  of  iodine  to  be  found  in  the 
water  of  certain  countries. 
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Law  of  Lunacy  in  England. — We  understand  that,  at  the  instance  of 
an  influential  menfiber  of  the  American  Governnnent,  Dr.  Forbes  Winslow 
is  actively  engaged  in  preparing-  an  analysis  of  the  English  law  of  lunacy. 
Dr.  Winslow  is  also  requested  to  make  any  suggestions  that  may  occur  to 
him  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry  for  an  amendment  of  the  said  law.  We 
trust,  when  his  labors  are  brought  to  a  conclusion,  that  Dr.  Winslow  will 
submit  the  result  of  his  investigation  to  the  British  Government,  in  order 
that  they  may  adopt  any  valuable  suggestions  it  may  contain  for  an  amend- 
ment of  our  own  defective  laws  in  regard  to  the  arrest  and  detention  of 
persons  alleged  to  be  insane. — London  Morning  Chronicle. 


Massachusetts  General  Hospital. — The  following  gentlemen  have  been 
elected  officers  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  for  the  ensuing  year  : 
William  Appleton,  President;  Robert  Hooper,  Vice  President;  Henry  An- 
drews, Treasurer ;  Marcus  Morton,  Jr.,  Secretary;  Nathaniel  I.  Bowditch, 
William  S.  BuUard,  William  J.  Dale,  George  M.  Dexter,  Thomas  Lamb, 
Francis  C.  Lowell,  Amos  A.  Lawrence,  Charles  H.Mills,  Henry  B.  Rogers, 
G.  Howland  Shaw,  J.  Thomas  Stevenson,  Edward  Wigglesworth,  Trustees. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Jared  J»  Dunn,  the  Mayor  of  Princeton,  N.  J., 
was  lately  killed  by  being  thrown  from  a  sulkey. — Audubon,  the  celebrated 
ornithologist,  is  dead. — Large  beds  of  sulphate  of  magnesia,  lime,  nitrate 
of  potass,  &c.,  were  found  in  a  recently  discovered  cave  in  Indiana. — A 
Dr.  J.  M.  Smith,  an  irregular  practitioner,  of  Saco,  Maine,  has  been  con- 
victed of  murder  in  the  second  degree,  for  the  killing  of  Miss  Caswell,  in 
his  attempt  to  produce  abortion,  and  has  been  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary 
for  life. — Measures  have  lately  been  taken  in  England  for  the  establishment 
of  an  "asylum  for  the  indigent  insane  of  the  educated  classes." — The  Lon- 
don Lancet  is  now  publishing  a  series  of  "  Portraits  and  Biographies  of 
Members  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Profession." — We  understand  that  Dr. 
T.  H.  Smith,  whose  indictment  was  spoken  of  in  last  week's  Journal,  has 
received  a  diploma  from  the  Medical  College  in  Maine,  and  also  from  insti- 
tutions in  Europe.  Our  designation  of  him  as  an  irregular  practitioner, 
had  reference  only  to  the  fact  of  his  not  being  a  member  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society. — A  writer  in  the  London  Lancet  solicits  the  name 
and  address  of  any  individual,  in  the  enjoyment  of  good,  firm  health,  who 
has  attained  to  betv/een  ninety-five  and  a  hundred  years  of  age,  and  also 
the  parish  of  which  such  person  is  a  native,  and  from  the  records  of  which 
his  or  her  age  could  be  verified. 


To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Appleton's  paper  on  Puerperal  Anaemia  has  been  received. 


Married, — In  New  York,  William  S.  Tompkins,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Evelina  H.  Close. 


Died, — At  San  Francisco,  of  cholera,  John  Townsend,  M.D.,  aged  50. — At  Quarantine,  Staten 
Island,  New  York,  John  S.  Cameron,  M.D.,  Assistant  Physician  of  the  Marine  Hospital,  aged  33 
3'ears. 


Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Saturday  noon,  Feb.  1st,  73. — Males,  42 — females,  31 
Inflammation  of  the  bowels,  2 — burn,  1 — inflammation  of  the  brain,  1 — congestion  of  the  brain,  1 — ' 
consumption,  13 — convulsions,  1 — dysentery,  1 — dropsy,  3 — dropsy  of  the  brain,  5 — erysipelas,  2 
— fever,  1 — t\'phus  fever,  2 — typhoid  fever,  1— scarlet  fever,  6 — lung  fever,  6 — frost-bite,  1  — 
hooping  cough,  2 — disease  of  the  heart,  2— intemperanee,  1 — infantile,  4 — inflammation  of  the 
lungs,  4 — marasmus,  1 — measles,  6 — scrofula,  1 — teething,  3 — unknown,  2. 

Under  5  years,  38 — between  5  and  20  years,  8 — between  20  and  40  years,  14 — between  40  and 
60  years,  10 — over  60  years,  3.   Americans,  37 ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  36. 
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Tempest  Prognosticator. — A  philosophical  invention  from  Whiihy  ap- 
pears in  the  form  of  a  Tempest  Prognosticator,  whose  acniracy  is  s;ii(!  to 
have  been  tested  by  the  storms  of  the  last  twelve  months.  The  inventor  is 
Dr.  Merry  weather."  We  have  ascertained  the  above  stnlemeni  to  he  i-or- 
rect ;  and  that  the  apparatus  is  to  be  exhibited  for  the  first  time  at  the  o-ppat 
Exhibition,  when  a  pamphlet  will  be  published  ijiving-  the  whole  n'-rnnntof 
the  discovery.  The  disastrous  storm  of  the  month  of  October.  18r)0,  was 
foretold  by  the  Tempest  Proj^nosticator,  and  communicated  by  letter  to  the 
president  of  the  Whitby  Philosophical  Society,  fifty-one  hours  and  a  half 
before  it  took  place.  We  understand  that  Dr.  Merry  weather  intends  to 
confine  the  manufacture  of  these  instruments  to  the  artisans  of  Whitby. — 
Illustrated  London  News. 


A  New  Mode  of  Vacchmtion. — By  Edward  Ckosse,  M  R.C.S.  kr. — I 
know  not  whether  the  followins^  mode  of  vaccination  has  beon  before  prac- 
tised;^ if  not,  perhaps  you  will  favor  me  by  its  insertion,  h  consists  in 
forming  a  blister,  by  means  of  a  piece  of  emp.  lytt.-E,  the  siz  •  of  a  smal!  pin's 
head,  retained  on  the  arm  by  adhesive  plaster  sufficiently  loiig  to  raise  the 
blister,  detaching  the  cuticle  with  a  laRcet,  and  applyitig  the  vaccine  virus 
to  the  raw  surface. 

The  struggles  of  a  strong  child  having  prevented  inoculation  by  the 
ordinary  methods,  I  adopted  this  plan  with  success.  It  was  rapidly  per- 
formed while  the  child  slept;  and  it  appears,  in  addition,  that  a  fairer 
surface  for  absorption  is  presented,  and  that  this  little  operation,  iiisigniticant 
in  its  execution,  though  important  in  its  results,  is  much  faciliiateJ,  and 
rendered  more  certain  of  success. — London  Laricet. 


Successful  Employment  of  Kousso  in  Tcenia  Solium, — By  William 
Willis,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.E.,  Totnes. — I  have  much  pleasure  in  rt^poriing 
another  successful  case  of  the  administration  of  the  above  remedy  for  the 

tape-worm.    Mr.  N.  S  ,  a  young  farmer,  livimj  at  Ipplepen,  had  been 

for  seven  years  afflicted  with  the  most  annoying  consequences,  arising  from 
this  parasite.  He  had  tried  every  variety  of  remedy,  as  well  as  every 
person  he  could  think  of,  both  regular  and  quack,  during  this  period.  I 
procured  for  him  a  dose  of  the  kousso,  and  administered  it  on  the  4tli  inst., 
according  to  the  instructions  given  by  M.  Boggio.  Four  hours  after,  and 
about  ten  minutes  subsequent  to  taking  a  seidlitz,  to  assist  its  operation, 
he  expelled  the  animal,  quite  dead,  and  entire,  he  having  sulTered  scarcely 
any  inconvenience  from  the  medicine. — lb. 


Private  Tcachi?ig  in  St.  Louis. — We  are  glad  to  know  that  vpral 
associations  of  physicians  have  been  formed  in  our  city,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  private  instruction,  and  examinations  on  the  various  branches  taught 
in  our  schools.  From  a  knowledge  of  the  different  individuals  engaged  in 
these  enterprises,  it  affords  us  pleasure  to  state  that  they  are  every  way 
qualified  for  the  work  which  they  have  undertaken.  St.  Louis  is  rapidly 
becoming  a  prominent  point  for  medical  education,  and  the  dematid  for 
private  instruction  will  soon  give  full  employment  to  all  those  now  engaged 
in  it,  and  invite  others  to  embark  in  the  same  laudable  work. —  .S7.  Louis 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
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An  Address  delivered  before  the  Vermont  Medical  Society,  by  its  President,  J.  L.  Chandler, 
M.D.,  of  St.  Albans,  and  communicated,  by  vole"  of  the  Society,  to  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Gentlemen, — The  Vermont  Medical  Society  is  entitled  to  my  grateful 
acknowledgments  for  its  forbearance  and  courtesy,  in  its  re-appointment 
of  myself,  last  year,  as  its  presiding  officer,  notwithstanding  my  delin- 
quency, and  absence  from  its  annual  meeting.  Suffer  me  to  assure  you, 
my  dehnquency  was  the  result  of  unavoidable  obstacles,  and  from  no 
lack  of  interest  in  the  Society.  On  the  present  occasion,  allow  me  to 
dispense  with  further  apology,  and  to  occupy  your  attention  at  once  with 
the  business  which  concerns  us. 

Our  Society  has  probably  yet  failed  of  answering  the  expectations  of 
its  founders.  These  expectations  may  have  been  somewhat  indefinite  ; 
and  just  in  that  proportion  was  it  probable  the  results  would  prove  un- 
satisfactory. Our  only  hope,  therefore,  of  better  success,  is  to  consider 
definitely,  what  are  the  ends  we  propose  by  this  organization  ?  Is  our 
Society,  in  any  technical  sense,  to  be  a  school  of  medicine  ;  a  didactic 
institution  ?  Are  its  opinions  in  medicine  to  be  of  binding  force  in  the 
Commonwealth  ?  If  so,  its  jurisdiction  should  extend  to  all  minor 
schools,  and  to  every  professorship  in  the  State.  Obviously,  its  founders 
had  no  such  thought,  and  the  Legislature  no  intention  to  confer  such 
powers.  I  have  forgotten  the  import  of  the  petition  for  its  charter,  but 
I  remember  the  remark  of  one  who  was  interested,  with  others,  in  pro- 
curing it,  "  that  they  had  organized  a  society,  which  in  its  results  would 
be  of  little  consequence  to  themselves  ;  but  that  it  rested  on  their  suc- 
cessors to  make  it  an  honor  to  medicine,  and  a  blessing  to  the  State." 

What,  then,  are  the  legitimate  ends,  the  practical  purposes,  of  this  So- 
ciety? My  knowledge  of  the  organization  of  kindred  societies  in  other 
States,  and  of  their  influence  on  the  condition  and  character  of  members, 
is  hmited ;  but  to  some  extent,  the  same  disappointment  in  expected  re- 
sults has  been  the  lot  of  others.  If  so,  may  it  not  be  possible  that  we 
have  expended  our  labor  in  a  wrong  direction  ?  that  we  have,  in  the 
phrase  of  modern  flippancy,  mistaken  our  mission  ?  The  ultimate  end 
proposed  to  be  attained  by  medical  association,  no  doubt,  has  been,  ad- 
vancement in  the  knowledge  of  medicine.  Such,  too,  was  the  end  of 
our  first  lesson  in  anatomy  ;  our  attendance  on  medical  schools  ;  our 
study  in  retirement,  and  our  watching  of  disease  in  the  chambers  of  the 
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sick.  By  these  methods,  mainly,  have  attainments  and  discoveries  in 
medicine  been  accomplished.  I  repeat,  then,  that  the  purpose  of  this 
Society  is  not  to  assume  the  province  of  teachers ;  not  to  usurp  the 
office  of  our  medical  schools,  nor  to  lord  it,  even,  over  the  opinions  of  its 
own  members.  Its  proximate  end,  if  I  may  appropriate  the  phrase,  is 
the  cultivation  of  the  man^  through  the  medium  of  his  social  and  moral 
faculties,  and  thus  indirectly  to  enlarge  the  physician's  capacity  for  know- 
ledge, and  to  increase  his  power  for  usefulness  to  his  fellow  men.  Jf  we 
might  conceive  of  a  being  purely  intellectual,  uninfluenced  and  unmodi- 
fied with  a  touch  or  trace  of  the  moral  faculties  ;  no  matter  how  keen 
his  perception  of  such  truths  as  merely  pertain  to  natural  science  ;  would 
we  look  for  his  success  in  the  study  or  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  man, 
a  social  and  moral,  no  less  than  an  intellectual  and  physical  being  ?  In 
abstract,  or  pure  science,  he  might  excel.  But  conceive,  if  you  can,  of  an 
association  of  such  individuals,  in  form  of  a  medical  society  ;  without 
moral  endowments,  and  consequently  incapable  of  emotions  or  social  re- 
lations. They  would  make  little  advance,  I  apprehend,  either  in  the 
"humanities,"  in  the  parlance  of  the  schools  ;  or  in  those  other  hu- 
manities which  comprise,  not  unfrequently,  the  very  gist  of  disease  itself. 

I  do  not  propose  that  the  specific  topics  of  medicine  should  fail  of  a 
place,  in  the  action  of  this  society  ;  nor  that  they  should  fail,  even,  of 
pre-eminence  ;  and  yet  I  conceive  that  in  the  economy  of  our  associa- 
tion, we  should  recognize  our  social,  no  less  than  our  professional  rela- 
tions ;  our  relations  to  community  as  men,  no  less  than  as  physicians ; 
as  men  of  like  passions  and  like  infirmities,  and  as  having  personal  duties 
and  personal  rights  in  common  with  others. 

To  the  private  preceptor  and  to  the  schools  of  medicine,  is  confided 
the  duty  of  imparting  to  the  pupil  the  facts  and  principles  of  medicine, 
as  they  are  generally,  and,  as  we  believe,  justly  received.  In  the  aggre- 
gate experience  of  professional  life,  every  community  will  furnish  mate- 
rials, some  of  which  are  novel,  all  of  which  may  be  important,  as  illus- 
trations of  the  truth  or  falsity  of  our  opinions.  These  are  the  subject- 
matter  which  should  occupy  the  attention  of  our  Society,  and  should  find 
their  place  on  its  records.  In  strict  technical  parlance,  this  may  be  said 
to  comprise  the  department  of  medical  culture  ;  and  in  this  alone  the  So- 
ciety has  been  supposed  to  be  interested.  In  this  misapprehension,  I 
conceive,  lies  the  mischief,  on  which  is  chargeable  the  blight  that  has 
fallen  on  us,  and  on  other  kindred  societies.  Had  medical  culture,  as  an 
end,  been  attained,  in  the  measure  which  was  reasonably  expected,  I 
should  have  no  reason  for  complaint,  if  the  proposal  for  change  in  the 
economy  of  our  Society  should  be  regarded  as  uncalled  for,  and  imper- 
tinent. But  as  our  failure  is  a  matter  of  notoriety,  and  admitted  by  pro- 
fessional men  in  the  State,  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  respect,  I  trust 
my  remarks  may  be  received  with  indulgence. 

It  is  much  easier,  however,  to  condemn  than  to  amend  ;  to  point  out 
failures,  than  to  provide  remedies.  My  own  theory  of  professional  or- 
ganization may  be  visionary  and  impracticable.  My  purpose  is  rather  to 
suggest,  and  invite  others  to  reflection  and  effort,  than  to  offer  definite 
remedies  myself. 
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Many  beautiful  pictures  have  been  made,  and  presented  to  the  world 
for  its  admiration,  or  its  sneer,  of  the  disinterested  benevolence,  the 
self-consuming  toil,  and  the  love  of  medicine  for  its  own  sake,  exhibited 
by  those  who  have  spent  their  lives  without  hope  of  reward,  in  the 
ranks  of  our  profession.  In  many  instances  such  pictures  may  have  been 
from  the  life,  and  such  representations  simply  true  and  just.  Yet  you 
need  feel  no  alarm  for  my  safety.  I  am  far  from  meditating  a  tilt 
against  selfishness,  in  a  vain  crusade  against  the  world,  or  against  my 
professional  brethren.  Physicians  are  like  other  men,  good,  bad  or  in- 
different ;  and  I  will  gladly  compromise  on  the  concession  that  they  are 
no  worse  than  others.  In  the  duties  of  their  profession,  they  need  stimu- 
lus for  exertion,  no  less  than  material  for  expenditure  ;  and  their  useful- 
ness as  a  class,  depends  no  less  on  their  social  relations  with  each  other, 
and  with  society,  than  on  the  amount  of  their  scientific  attainments. 
How  these  relations  are  to  be  modified  and  improved,  though  a  question 
of  great  difficulty,  is  nevertheless  worthy  the  attention  of  thoughtful  men. 

This  is  no  place  for  discussing  the  question,  whether  the  art  of  medi- 
cine, in  its  rise  and  gradual  development,  has  been  a  positive  benefit  to 
the  world.  We  may  regard  the  matter  as  settled  by  common  consent. 
And  yet,  one  prominent  impediment  in  our  way  is  the  scepticism  which 
still  abounds,  scarcely  less  among  cultivated  than  ignorant  men.  This 
numerous  class  are  most  of  them  no  less  sceptical  in  their  opinions  of 
medicine,  than  in  their  estimates  of  the  rectitude  of  those  who  prescribe 
it.  They  regard  the  private  practitioner  as  a  foot-pad,  in  the  act  of 
clutching  a  purse  ;  and  medical  societies  and  medical  colleges  as  combi- 
nations for  the  robbery  of  community.  As  most  errors  in  opinion  have 
their  opposites,  equally  erroneous,  so  scepticism  in  medicine  meets  with 
its  rival  error  in  credulity,  which  overmatches  its  antagonist,  in  its  power 
for  evil.  The  latter,  especially,  is  the  source  of  a  great  variety  and 
amount  of  disturbing  influences ;  and  it  would  seem  as  if,  just  in  propor- 
tion to  the  discovery  of  that  which  is  demonstrably  true  and  useful  in 
medicine,  is  the  increase  of  mischievous  absurdity  and  folly  to  be  en- 
countered. Let  it  be  satisfactorily  shown  that  in  some  instances  agen- 
cies have  been  employed,  of  greater  power  or  in  larger  quantities  than 
the  exigencies  of  disease  have  demanded ;  and  especially  if  we  admit 
that  disease  may  often  be  safely  entrusted  to  nature  alone  ;  then,  for- 
sooth, we  may  look  for  clamorous  denunciation  of  allopathy  ;  and  doses 
of  diluted  nihility  are  advocated  with  a  zeal,  which  alas  !  simple  truth 
can  never  command ;  and  this,  too,  by  those  who  prate  loudly  of  right 
reason  and  right  logic.  The  proof  that  homoeopathy  it  infallible  is 
obvious,  and  incontrovertible.  "  A  hair  of  the  same  dog  cures."  The 
time  was,  since  the  commencement  of  your  own  professional  lives,  when 
the  occasional  employment  of  pepper  and  steam,  in  the  treatment  of 
disease,  in  the  hands  of  educated  and  competent  men,  resulted  in  the 
irruption  upon  community  of  hordes  of  ignorant  pretenders,  who  dealt 
mischief  and  murder  without  measure  and  without  mercy.  And  why 
was  this  ?  Simply  because  a  blockhead  had  seized  on  a  fact  in  medi- 
cine, which  he  had  neither  knowledge  to  appreciate,  nor  skill  to  apply. 
This,  too,  had  its  ready  quod  erat  demonstrandum.    "  Heat  is  life  ;  cold 
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is  death."  Water,  even,  the  good  creature  which  heaven  has  so  abun- 
dantly supphed,  foi-  the  refreshment  and  sustenance  of  all  forms  of  life  ; 
cold  water,  almost  an  ethereal  beverage,  a  celestial  lotion,  must  be 
wrested  to  unnatural  use,  and  harnessed  to  the  car  of  Juggernaut !  Jt 
may  "  do  the  State  some  service  "  by  water-logging  a  few  scores  of 
dupes,  who  might  otherwise  perpetrate  greater  absurdities.  And  where- 
fore ?  For  the  last  half  century,  the  therapeutic  value  of  water  has  been 
rising  in  the  estimation  of  medical  men,  both  for  topical  and  general  use, 
in  the  treatment  of  disease.  A  brainless  booby  had  fallen,  no  doubt,  on 
some  enthusiastic  page  of  a  Currie,  or  other  advocate  of  water,  as  an 
auxiliary  in  the  treatment  of  disease  ;  and,  lo  !  the  windows  of  heaven 
must  open.  I  know  not  whether  hydropathists  have  adopted,  like  their 
worthy  associates,  their  distinctive  motto.  Let  me  suggest  one  for  their 
use.  "  It  never  rains,  but  it  pours."  How  far  these  men  are  honest 
believers  in  their  own  pretensions,  it  may  be  difficult  to  determine ;  but 
I  deem  it  within  the  range  of  charity  to  conclude,  that  with  the  more 
intelligent  dispensers  of  these  humbugs,  their  mission  of  benevolence 
would  end  with  the  cessation  of  liberal  fees. 

That  credulity  should  abound, >  and  that  such  impositions  should  be 
practicable  in  a  population  half-civilized,  is  no  matter  of  wonder.  But 
that  New  England  itself  should  prove  a  fruitful  field  for  the  growth  of 
such  absurdities,  with  all  its  acknowledged  intelligence,  refinement  and 
moral  culture,  is  proof  that  medicine  has  yet  failed  of  accomplishing  its 
mission.  Medical  schools  take  cognizance  of  errors  in  medical  hypothe- 
sis and  practice.  It  is,  perhaps,  no  less  the  province  of  medical  socie- 
ties. There  is  higher  truth,  however,  involving  moral  elements,  which 
must  be  made  co-ordinate,  and  co-operative,  before  medicine  can  confer 
its  highest  benefits  on  the  world.  A  combination  of  medical  men  for 
purposes  of  self-aggrandizement  would  probably  defeat  itself,  and  could 
never  result  in  real  advancement  in  professional  knowledge,  nor  in  prac- 
tical utility  to  the  community,  for  whose  benefit,  mainly,  these  combina- 
tions should  be  made. 

Medical  colleges  confer  medical  degrees,  as  rewards  for  high  attain- 
ments in  professional  science.  This  is  appropriate.  But  there  is  a 
higher  attainment  sometimes  achieved  ;  and,  that,  too,  by  men  who 
have  failed  of  the  honors  of  a  college.  Nor  is  this  of  necessity  depen- 
dent on  the  highest  grade  of  intellect,  the  deepest  learning,  or  the  readi- 
est insight  into  the  obscurities  of  nature  ;  but  is  the  result  of  hearty, 
diligent  and  conscientious  devotion  to  the  profession  of  medicine.  We 
have  each  of  us,  possibly,  an  individual  in  mind  of  this  description. 
And  what  are  his  characteristics  ?  His  entrance  on  professional  life  was 
unheeded.  He  may  have  come  from  academic  halls  ;  or  may  have 
found  his  way  from  the  obscurity  of  private  instruction.  He  is  no  genius, 
and  consequently  will  never  cut  the  gordian  knot,  which,  nevertheless, 
his  patient  plodding  may  untie.  He  has  never  read  a  multitude  of 
books,  for  he  is  unable  to  command  them ;  but  he  ponders  well  the  im- 
port of  the  few  he  values,  and  gives  earnest  heed  to  the  lessons  his  own 
experience  furnishes.  In  his  professional  companionship,  he  seeks  rather 
to  learn  than  to  instruct ;  or  if  he  would  impart  to  others,  he  seeks  to 
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inform,  rather  than  to  shine.  In  his  intercourse  with  men,  he  is  unob- 
trusiv^e  and  unexacting,  claiming  for  himself  merely  the  privilege  of 
quietly  pursuing  his  lawful  ends,  by  lawful  means  ;  and  freely  awarding 
the  same  to  others.  In  consultation  he  claims  no  unwonted  sagacity, 
but  listens  with  patience  and  candor  ;  and  yields  his  opinions  heartily, 
when  the  better  reasons  of  another  have  convicted  him  of  error  ;  or,  if 
still  constrained  to  differ,  it  may  be  in  terms  of  self-distrust,  and  in  the 
spirit  of  unfeigned  respect  for  the  judgment  of  others.  He  will  earnestly 
peer  into  that  which  is  obscure  or  opake  ;  but  his  honesty  revolts  at  the 
pretension,  that  he  sees  through  impenetrable  darkness.  Consequently, 
innumerable  things  in  medicine  are  confidently  claimed  to  be  known  by 
others,  that  are  yet  matters  of  doubt  and  inquiry  to  himself.  In  his  own 
practice  he  encounters  few  unprecedented  cases ;  or  if  he  fails  to  recog- 
nize all  he  meets,  he  wisely  concludes  his  own  experience  is  too  limited, 
or  his  own  sagacity  too  dull,  to  identify  that  which  others  may  have  seen 
and  described.  Remedies  of  known  power  and  established  value  are 
seldom  rejected  for  novelties  ;  and  the  higher  potencies  of  medicine  are 
reserved  for  their  appropriate  occasions.  He  never  employs  the  guillo- 
tine for  the  execution  of  a  fly.  Indeed,  his  state-occasions  are  so  rare  ; 
he  has  so  seldom  paraded  the  "  pomp  and  circumstance  "  of  medicine  ; 
he  has  glided  so  quietly  on  his  way,  that  the  knowledge  of  his  exist- 
ence is  confined  to  the  limited  sphere  of  his  own  labors.  He  claims  no 
pre-eminence  for  himself,  and  his  own  employers  account  for  the  fact, 
that  his  resources  have  always  been  adequate  to  their  own  occasions, 
by  the  conclusion  that  their  own  occasions  have  been  small.  He  may 
be  very  uesful ;  but  how  should  he  be  distinguished  ?  He  has  never  ex- 
tirpated ovarian  tumor,  nor  made  the  Csesarean  section.  On  most  occa- 
sions, he  reduces  dislocations  without  machinery,  and  restores  fractures 
without  derangement  of  relation,  or  loss  of  utility,  by  simple  contrivances 
that  have  been  long  in  use.  How  should  he  be  noted  ?  He  has  sel- 
dom recommended  the  inhalation  of  ether  ;  and  chloroform — never.  He 
may  still  prefer  opium  to  morphine,  for  its  appropriate  occasions  ;  espe- 
cially when  he  knows  that  his  opium  is  opium,  and  lacks  the  means  of 
knowing  whether  his  morphine  is  morphine,  or  a  mixture  of  other  mate- 
rials, he  knows  not  what,  nor  in  what  proportions.  How  can  such  a 
man  be  eminent  ?  His  alma  mater  has  forgotten  him  ;  or,  perchance,  he 
is  a  foundling.  He  may  have  mingled  in  procession,  or  as  a  silent  listen- 
er, with  the  members  of  a  medical  society ;  but  no  medical  hall  ever  re- 
sounded with  his  voice.  He  never  contributed  a  page  to  a  medical  jour- 
nal, nor  was  his  name  ever  mentioned  in  connection  with  official  station 
or  official  duty  in  his  profession.  No  doubt  he  would  be  unequal  to  the 
duties  and  exigencies  of  a  professor's  chair ;  and  yet  he  makes  one  of  a 
class,  at  whose  feet  the  occupants  of  these  chairs  might  sometimes  learn, 
invaluable  lessons.  There  are  yet  men  of  this  class,  ungraced  with  the 
badge  of  doctor  of  medicine.  Is  it  not  in  the  province  of  this  Society 
to  confer  a  more  substantial,  a  less  equivocal  honor,  and  to  award  them 
the  title  of  medical  benefactors  1  They  are  the  yeomanry  of  the  pro- 
fesssion,  on  whose  vigilance  and  industry  medicine  is  mainly  though  indi- 
rectly dependent  for  advancement ;  and  on  whom  the  community  arQ 
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directly  dependent  for  the  benefit  which  medicine  can  confer.  It  is  in 
the  countenance,  cuUivation,  and  augmentation  of  this  class  of  men,  I 
apprehend,  that  the  Society  may  discharge  one  of  its  most  appropriate 
duties. 

[To  be  concluded  next  week.] 


GASTRITIS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  .and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Mr.  J.  T.,  aet.  73,  sanguino-nervous  temperament,  suffered  an  attack 
of  bilious  colic,  or  what  is  sometimes  denominated  cholera  morbus,  Sept. 
20th,  1850,  attended  with  the  usual  symptoms  of  puking  and  purging 
bilious  matter,  which  continued  some  twenty-four  hours,  when  the  purg- 
ing entirely  ceased,  but  the  vomiting  continued,  with  severe  gastric  irri- 
tation. Everything  taken  was  ejected,  even  the  mucilages,  until  Sept. 
23d,  when  I  was  called.  Found  the  tongue  red,  dry  and  fissured ;  pulse 
somewhat  increased  in  frequency  and  quantity,  but  not  so  frequent  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  would  seem  to  indicate,  being  increased  10  or  15 
in  a  minute,  with  pain  and  tenderness  in  the  region  of  the  stomach. 
Ordered  bloodletting,  general  and  local,  warm  bath,  calomel  and  opium, 
with  fomentations  of  hops  to  the  epigastrium. 

25th. — liTitation  subsiding  ;  vomiting  not  so  frequent ;  less  pain  and 
tenderness  of  the  epigastrium. 

27th. — Half  grain  opium,  with  three  grains  calomel,  once  in  six  hours  ; 
enema  of  soap  and  water  in  three  hours  after  each  powder. 

28th. — Improving  to  all  appearance  ;  bowels  moved  with  sul.  mag. 

30th. — Convalescent ;  pain,  tenderness  and  vomiting  nearly  removed. 
Ordered  enemas  to  be  continued,  with  mild  laxatives,  if  necessary,  to 
keep  the  bowels  sufficiently  open.  Crust-water  and  gruel  for  nou- 
rishment. 

The  patient  remained  comfortable  six  or  eight  days,  when  a  neighbor 
called,  and  proposed  to  cleanse  his  stomach  with  pills,  composed  of 
aloes,  gamboge,  &ic.,  to  which  he  consented.  The  treatment  resulted 
in  a  return  of  his  former  symptoms,  except  a  constipated  state  of  the 
bowels.  The  stomach  was  very  irritable,  everything  taken  causing  a  se- 
vere burning  until  ejected.  Ordered  acetate  morphia,  one  sixth  of  a 
grain  once  in  four  hours,  with  fomentations  to  the  epigastrium,  followed 
by  blisters  dressed  with  mer.  unguent.  The  morphine  increasing  the 
iriitation,  after  the  first  twenty -four  hours  was  discontinued,  and  cyanuret 
of  potassium  substituted,  one  eighth  of  a  grain  once  in  six  hours,  which 
had  a  favorable  operation  for  two  days.  I  would  remark  here,  that  if  any 
dmg  deserves  praise  in  gastritis,  I  believe  it  to  be  this.  As  the  disease 
progressed,  it  assumed  more  of  a  typhoid  type  ;  tongue  darker  red,  dry 
and  fis.sured.  The  next  and  last  medicine  prescribed  was  acet.  mor. 
and  nit.  bis.  in  combination,  which,  like  all  other  internal  medication, 
proved  ineffectual.  On  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  of  the  relapse,  in  consul- 
tation with  Dr.  Clark,  of  Montpelier,  a  slight  swelling  was  discovered 
in  the  left  of  the  epigastrium.    Diagnosis,  distention  of  the  stomach, 
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carrying  before  it  a  portion  of  the  spleen.  Ordered  continual  blister, 
dressed  with  mer.  unguentum,  withholding  all  food  and  medicine  from  the 
stomach,  and  supporting  the  patient  with  injections  of  beef  tea,  broth,  he, 
a  course  which  was  continued  for  six  weeks,  keeping  up  for  the  most 
of  the  time  external  irritation.  Small  quantities  of  starch  and  gum  wa- 
ter were  occasionally  swallowed  within  the  time  alluded  to,  but  not  re- 
tained. About  the  time  the  swelling  was  observed,  the  pain  appeared 
more  acute  and  lancinating,  the  complexion  turning  sallow,  strongly  in- 
dicating cancerous  degeneration. 

At  the  expiration  of  six  weeks,  Mr.  T.  was  able  to  take  a  small 
quantity  of  food,  perhaps  a  teaspoonful  of  beef  tea  at  a  time.  He  was 
very  much  emaciated,  but  able  to  get  on  and  off  the  bed  at  any  time. 
He  has  continued  to  improve,  and  can  now  take  his  usual  quantity  of 
nourishment. 

I  think  there  are  some  interesting  points  connected  with  this  case.  1. 
The  slight  increase  of  frequency  of  pulse,  with  such  a  high  grade  of 
gastric  irritation.  2.  The  difficulty  of  distinguishing  cancer  from  inflam- 
mation, by  any  train  of  symptoms  known.  3.  The  length  of  time  the 
patient  was  supported  by  injections,  taking  into  consideration  his  age  and 
infirmities.  It  has  long  been  a  question  whether  patients  with  gastritis 
receive  benefit  from  internal  medication,  and  I  beheve  it  is  not  yet  set- 
tled ;  but  the  time  will  come,  I  think,  when  the  negative  will  have  the 
majority.  Yours  respectfully, 

Calais,  Vt.,  Jan.,  1851.  E.  S.  Deming. 


DR.  LAMBERT'S  SECOND  BOOK  ON   ANATOMY  AND  PHYSIOLOGY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  NOTICED  in  the  Journal,  some  months  since,  a  work  on  anatomy  and 
physiology,  by  Dr.  T.  S.  Lambert,  of  New  York.  That  work,  as  1  then 
remarked,  was  particularly  designed  for  our  higher  schools  and  colleges, 
and  for  the  general  reader.  Dr.  L.  has,  however,  within  a  few  weeks 
issued  a  second  book  on  the  same  subjects  ;  but  with  questions,  and  de- 
signed in  all  respects  as  a  school  book,  for  our  common  schools.  The 
same  commendatory  remarks  which  I  felt  bound  to  make  in  regard  to 
Dr.  L.'s  first  book,  apply  with  equal  truth  to  his  second  book.  Dr.  L. 
seems  to  understand,  at  once,  what  is  most  important  that  children 
should  know  on  these  subjects ;  and  he  displays  a  happy  tact  in  im- 
parting that  knowledge,  which  I  think  but  few  possess.  This  work  is 
scientific,  being  written  by  one  thoroughly  versed  in  his  subject,  and  is 
posted  up  to  the  present  state  of  anatomical  and  physiological  know- 
ledge ;  a  remark  which  will  not  apply  to  many  of  the  treatises  of  the 
kind,  which  are  now  in  general  use.  It  is  written  in  an  easy,  flowing 
style,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  at  once  to  arrest  the  attention,  and  in- 
struct the  pupil.  It  is  a  practical  work.  General  principles  are  taught, 
and  practical  truths  deduced  from  them,  with  which  all  should  be  ac- 
quainted, and  which  if  rightly  used,  must  conduce  to  the  health,  happi- 
ness and  usefulness  of  men.    Dr.  Lambert  is  in  many  respects  a  self- 
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made  man.  He  has,  by  an  unceasing  perseverance,  overcome  obstacles 
which  at  first  seemed  insurmountable ;  and  has  succeeded  not  only  in 
obtaining  a  collegiate  and  thorough  medical  education,  but  has  also 
made  himself  familiar  with  most  of  the  natural  sciences,  and  quite  a  num- 
ber of  foreign  languages. 

The  reason  why  I  have  thus  plainly  spoken  of  Dr.  L.  and  his  work, 
Is  that  I  might  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  honorable  and 
aniform  course  which  he  has  taken  in  regard  to  quackery.  In  all  his 
lectures  (and  they  have  been  delivered  throughout  all  tlie  eastern  and 
middle  States)  he  invariably  warns  his  hearers  to  beware  of  quack  medi- 
cines and  quack  doctors.  He  reasons  with  them  on  the  subject,  and 
gives  illustrations  gathered  from  his  own  observations  which  place 
^lackery  in  such  a  light,  that  none  could  look  upon  it  but  with  abhor- 
rence and  detestation.  I  presume  that  it  is  generally  known  to  medical 
men,  that  most  of  the  itinerant  lecturers  on  these  subjects  pursue  just  an 
opposite  course.  Many  of  them  are  men  of  little  science  and  less  mo- 
rality. They  frequently  favor  some  one  of  the  popular  humbugs  of  the 
day,  or  they  have  a  theory  and  practice  of  their  own,  which  they  think 
should  be  looked  upon  with  peculiar  favor ;  at  any  rate,  they  do  not 
hesitate  to  give  a  side  thrust  or  repeat  some  stale  joke  at  the  expense  of 
those  to  whom  they  are  indebted  for  the  litUe  knowledge  they  possess. 

I  will  close  this  communication  by  giving  the  reader  a  few  extracts, 
from  the  work  under  consideration,  on  quackery.  Speaking  of  the  pro- 
per application  of  remedies,  he  says — "  Then  it  is  that  real  skill  triumphs 
over  quackery  and  pretence.  Then  it  is  that  the  honest,  intelligent  phy- 
sician goes  home  thankful  that  he  has  always  refused  the  solicitations 
of  indolence  to  practise  duplicity,  and  feels  rewarded  for  all  the  toil 
which  has  made  him  such  a  benefactor  to  his  brother  man.  He  feels 
a  moral  pride  as  he  passes  the  palace  of  the  brazen-faced,  black-hearted, 
ignorant  quack,  and  scorns  with  utter  detestation  all  the  false  and  glar- 
ing pleasures  that  baseness  pretends  to  enjoy — for  however  he  seems,  a 
man  cannot  be  happy  without  he  is  good."  Again,  in  speaking  of  poi- 
sons, he  says,  "  Quack  medicines  and  quackery  should  be  rated  among 
the  poisons,  for  they  are  so  in  a  double  respect.  They  poison  the  body, 
and,  still  worse,  they  poison  the  morality  of  the  community,  by  causing 
young  men  to  see  the  apparent  success  of  unpunished  Imposture.  They 
are  a  pest  to  the  land,  worse  than  Egypt's  plagues."  "  If  they  be 
good  in  themselves  in  some  cases,  it  is  by  bhance ;  as  a  man  might, 
in  the  dark,  reach  his  hand  into  a  basket  of  open  razors,  and  chance  to 
get  one  by  the  handle.  It  is  the  scientific  application  of  a  medicine 
which  makes  it  valuable."  Again,  The  whole  community  ought  to 
rouse  up  in  indignation  against  the  countless  impostors  who  laugh  at  the 
credulity  and  misguided  confidence  of  men,  and  prey  upon  the  love  of 
life  which  is  natural  to  every  man,  and  the  still  stronger  tie  of  afl^ectlon 
which  binds  the  parent  to  his  child,  and  makes  him  hope  in  the  ground- 
less pretensions  palmed  upon  him.  There  is  nothing  that  a  man  will 
not  do  to  save  his  life  or  that  of  one  of  his  family.  He  is  ready,  when 
sick,  to  believe  what,  when  well,  he  would  laugh  to  scorn.  His  anxiety 
should  not  be  allowed  to  be  a  laughing-stock  and  a  means  by  which 
base,  ingrate  inhumans  may  fleece  him." 
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This  language  may  be  considered  strong  ;  but  is  it  not  to  the  point, 
and  true  ?  and  if  so,  would  not  a  popular  work  on  anatoniy  and  phy- 
siology be  incomplete  that  should  not  contain  these  sentiments?  if  our 
children  should  be  taught  the  laws  of  health,  it  is  certainly  important 
that  they  should  be  made  acquainted  with  those  causes  which  are  preg- 
nant in  producing  disease.  J.  D.  Mansfield. 

South  Reading,  Jan.  22d,  1851. 


PUERPRRAL  ANiEMIA. 

tCommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Mrs.  E.,  aet.  26,  had  for  two  years  previous  to  the  period  at  which  I 
was  first  consulted,  suffered  with  "  dyspepsia."  She  first  came  under 
my  care  in  January,  1849,  being  then  in  the  seventh  month  of  her 
6rst  pregnancy.  She  complained  principally  of  heart-burn,  flatuleuce, 
and  extreme  distress  in  the  epigastric  region,  attended  with  obstinate  con- 
stipation ;  ten,  twelve  or  more  days,  sometimes,  elapsing  without  an  al- 
vine  evacuation.  The  general  aspect  at  this  time  was  not  particularly 
morbid.  The  tongue  was  coated.  Pulse  slightly  accelerated.  The 
more  urgent  symptoms  yielded  to  the  use  of  aperients,  with  the  sub- 
nitrate  of  bismuth  and  ext.  hyoscyam. 

She  was  not  seen  by  me  after  the  early  part  of  February,  until  the 
day  of  her  accouchement,  which  took  place  on  the  8th  of  March.  I 
then  learned  that  about  a  fortnight  before  she  had,  by  imprudent  ex- 
posure, taken  a  severe  cold,  producing  catarrhal  cough,  attended  with 
a  considerable  degree  of  fever,  not  sufficient,  however,  to  induce  her  to 
call"  any  medical  aid  until  the  period  of  her  confinement.  The  labor  was 
natural,  and  easily  terminated.  The  uterine  hemorrhage,  although  free, 
was  not  remarkably  copious,  and  the  first  few  days  after  delivery  were 
unattended  with  any  unpleasant  symptoms,  with  the  exception  of  the 
cough  and  daily  exacerbations  of  fever. 

After  the  first  week,  her  strength  rather  declined,  and  any  attempt  to 
assume  the  erect  posture  produced  faintness.  Her  pulse  varied  from  104 
to  V20.  The  mucous  expectoration  attendant  upon  the  cough  was  not 
profuse.  The  dyspnoea  was  occasionally  urgent,  although  the  patient 
was  generally  able  to  retain  the  recumbent  position.  Headache,  with 
intolerance  of  light  and  sound,  frequent  sighing  and  extreme  despond- 
ency, alternately  with  a  high  degree  of  excitement,  now  manifested 
themselves.  Epistaxis  had  occurred  once  or  twice  in  the  early  period 
of  her  confinement. 

She  was  visited  by  Dr.  Longley,  of  Haverhill,  in  consultation,  on  the 
eighth  day  after  delivery,  at  which  time  the  bronchial  inflammation  and 
febrile  excitement  constituted  the  most  prominent  marks  of  disease.  Per- 
cussion and  auscultation  afforded  no  signs  of  organic  disease,  or  effusion 
into  the  thoracic  cavities,  at  this  period. 

During  the  succeeding  week,  the  heat  of  the  surface  subsided  ;  the 
tongue,  which  had  been  coated,  became  clean  ;  the  appetite  improved  ; 
there  was  an  abatement  of  the  cough,  and  a  slight  increase  of  musaular 
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strength.  The  improvement,  however,  was  but  temporary.  The  pros- 
tration again  became  extreme ;  the  pulse  continued  frequent,  while  it 
diminished  in  strength  ;  the  stomach  became  more  irritable,  rejecting  both 
medicine  and  nutriment.  The  pallor  of  the  face,  which  had  for  a  few 
days  been  less  remarkable,  assumed  more  of  the  waxy,  bloodless  appear- 
ance peculiar  to  the  disease  ;  the  lips,  tongue  and  mucous  membrane  of 
the  mouth  became  pale,  and  she  finally  sunk,  on  the  31st  of  March, 
twenty-three  days  after  delivery. 

Examination  of  the  Body,  60  hours  after  death. — Abundant  de- 
position of  fat  in  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  and  also  about  the 
heart  and  abdominal  viscera.  External  muscles  somewhat  colored,  but 
scarcely  any  blood  following  the  scalpel.  Cartilages  of  the  ribs  so  much 
ossified  as  to  be  with  difficulty  divided  by  the  knife.  Some  small  pete- 
chial spots  on  the  surface. 

Thorax. — Lungs  crepitate  perfectly  in  every  part ;  color  of  these  or- 
gans externally,  a  very  light  gray.  No  adhesions  to  the  costal  pleura. 
Cavity  of  right  thorax  containing  li  pint  of  straw-colored  serum.  Nearly 
1  pint  in  left  cavity.  Solitary  tuberculous  deposit  in  right  lung.  Peri- 
cardium containing  more  than  §  xiv.  of  serum.  Heart  large,  flabby, 
loaded  with  fot  ;  muscular  texture  extremely  pale,  soft,  easily  torn, 
and  presenting  the  appearance  of  sodden  or  parboiled  meat.  A  small 
quantity  of  pale,  watery  blood  in  right  cavities  of  heart. 

Abdomen. — A  considerable  quantity  of  yellowish  serum  in  peritoneal 
cavity.  Stomach  distended,  containing  §  viij.  of  brownish  fluid,  and 
torn  by  the  weight  of  its  contents,  when  raised  from  its  position.  In- 
testines loaded  with  fat ;  not  otherwise  unhealthy,  except  exhibiting,  to- 
gether with  the  stomach,  a  pale,  bloodless  aspect.  Liver  nearly  one  half 
larger  than  the  normal  size,  of  a  pale  lead  color,  texture  somewhat  friable. 
Spleen  of  a  natural  color,  soft.  Kidneys  pale  and  bloodless.  Uterus 
somewhat  larger  than  usual  at  this  period  after  delivery,  pale,  flaccid, 
containing  a  small  quantity  of  slate-colored  substance  of  the  consistence  of 
paste,  which,  when  removed,  exhibited  the  internal  coat  of  a  dull  white, 
on  which  the  orifices  of  the  uterine  vessels  could  be  discerned. 

Head. — Not  examined. 

There  had  been  but  a  scanty  secretion  of  milk  at  any  time  after  con- 
finement. Abscesses  had,  however,  formed  in  the  mammary  gland  on 
each  side,  containing  a  considerable  quantity  of  pus. 

The  actual  morbid  change  or  degeneration  in  the  physical  and  chemi- 
cal characters  of  the  blood  in  this  disease,  appears  to  be  a  diminution  in 
the  proportion  of  red  globules,  without  any  alteration  of  the  absolute 
quantity  of  fluid  in  the  vessels,  although  the  serum  exists  in  undue  pro- 
portion, and  the  specific  gravity  of  the  blood  is  diminished.  The  analy- 
ses of  this  fluid  in  chlorosis  by  Lecanu  have  shown  it  to  contain,  in  1000 
parts,  nearly  862  water,  83  albumen,  and  55  red  corpuscles  ;  115  being 
stated  as  the  average  proportion  of  the  last,  in  the  normal  condition. 

Anaemia,  under  any  circumstances,  presents  an  aspect  sufficiently  for- 
midable to  excite  the  most  watchful  apprehension  as  to  the  result ;  but 
it  is  chiefly  in  connection  with  the  puerperal  state  that  it  shows  itself  in 
its  most  malignant  form,  and  seems  in  most  cases  to  bid  defiance  to  all 
remedial  plans. 
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Hence  arises  the  question,  which  as  yet  has  been  but  imperfectly 
discussed,  What  is  the  pecuHar  influence  of  the  uterine  system  upon 
the  condition  of  the  blood,  which  predisposes  the  circulating  fluid  to  as- 
sume the  peculiar  character  of  chlorosis  or  anemia  ?  It  may  be  men- 
tioned that  the  term  "  hypaemia  "  has  been  suggested  by  Andral,  as 
more  correctly  indicating  the  actual  pathological  condition  in  these  dis- 
eases. Should  the  present  name  be  retained,  "  anhaemia,"  as  proposed 
by  Good,  and  by  Prof.  Channing  in  his  valuable  notes  on  this  disease, 
may  be  the  more  correct  orthography. 

I  have  reduced  to  a  tabular  form  the  symptoms  in  twenty-one  cases  of 
this  disease  which  have  been  described  by  different  authors,  including 
that  of  which  the  history  has  been  given  above.  The  results  derived 
from  this  table  may  not  be  uninteresting,  as  showing  the  greater  or  less 
frequency  of  the  more  prominent  chaiacteristics  of  the  disorder. 

]n  the  record  of  these  21  cases,  the  extreme  pallor  or  bloodlessness 
of  the  surface  was  noticed  in  all.  Emaciation,  which  both  Good  and 
Copland  have  mentioned  in  their  definition  of  the  disease,  was  only  ob- 
served in  3  cases.  Petechial  spots  were  seen  in  2.  The  loss  of  mus- 
cular strength  was  noticed  as  remarkable  in  10  cases  of  the  21.  In  3, 
syncope  was  induced  by  assuming  the  erect  posture.  Headache  was  a 
prominent  symptom  in  5  cases,  and  the  intolerance  of  light  and  sound 
was  excessive  in  5.  Eight  patients  complained  of  noise  in  the  ears. 
Delirium  is  only  noticed  in  2  cases,  and  confusion  of  mind  in  1,  while 
the  mental  faculties  are  described  as  remarkably  clear  in  others.  Rest- 
lessness was  present  in  3  cases.  The  dyspnoea  was  urgent  in  7  among 
the  number,  and  probably  existed  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  others. 
Cough  was  noticed  in  3  cases.  Five  of  the  patients  suffered  from  palpi- 
tation, while  the  action  of  the  heart  was  noticed  as  greatly  accelerated 
in  11. 

The  digestive  organs  were  affected  as  follows : — Two  patients  had 
sore  mouth.  The  appetite  was  diminished  in  5,  and  voracious  in  1. 
Nausea  and  vomiting  were  present  in  4  cases.  Diarrhoea  supervened  in 
7,  while  the  bowels  are  noticed  as  constipated  in  2.  Four  among  these 
patients  complained  of  excessive  thirst.  Chills  are  noticed  in  3  cases. 
Among  the  puerperal  patients,  the  secretion  of  milk  was  scanty  in  2, 
and  milk  abscess  was  formed  in  3. 

It  will  be  observed  that  many  of  the  descriptions  are  more  or  less 
imperfect,  and  some  of  the  more  prominent  symptoms  probably  existed 
in  other  cases  than  those  in  which  their  appearance  is  recorded. 

Pathology. — The  most  important  and  constant  lesion  revealed  by  au- 
topsic  investigation  of  this  singular  malady,  consists  in  the  change  in 
the  character  of  the  blood  which  has  already  been  described. 

On  collating  the  morbid  appearances  shown  by  post-mortem  examina- 
tions in  6  cases  among  the  21  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  I  find 
that  the  vessels  are  described  as  nearly  empty  of  blood  in  3  cases,  while 
in  all  of  the  6  the  fluid  was  of  a  pale  red,  watery^  coagulating  firmly  in 
1  case  ;  while  in  3  others,  the  fibrinous  deposits  were  whitish  and  soft. 
In  1  case,  the  blood  was  observed  to  be  mixed  with  a  thick,  whitish, 
opaque  fluid. 
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No  appearance  peculiarly  characteristic  of  the  disease  has  generally 
been  found  in  the  cranial  cavity.  Increased  firmness  and  density  of 
the  brain  was  noticed  in  a  single  case. 

There  was  effusion  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  cavities  of  the 
thorax,  in  5  subjects;  amounting  to  I J  pints  in  each  cavity  in  I  in- 
stance. The  lungs  were  permeable  to  air  in  every  part,  in  all  the  cases, 
but  slightly  tiedematous  in  2.  Emphysema  was  present  in  1  case.  The 
quantity  of  serum  in  the  pericardium  was  unnaturally  increased  in  2 
cases,  in  1  to  more  than  a  pint.  The  heart  pale  and  flabby  in  4,  in  1 
the  muscular  substance  was  soft  and  easily  torn,  while  in  another  it  is 
described  as  moderately  firm. 

The  peritoneal  sac  is  noticed  as  containing  a  considerable  quantity  of 
serum  in  2  cases,  and  the  membrane  as  healthy  in  3.  Inspection  of 
the  intestinal  canal  showed  it  to  be  healthy  in  3  cases.  Its  coats  are 
described  as  pale  in  2,  slightly  injected  in  another.  The  liver  was  pale 
in  3  cases,  greatly  enlarged  in  1 ,  extremely  friable  in  1 ,  and  healthy  in 
1 .  The  spleen  was  large  in  2  cases,  and  noted  as  healthy  in  another. 
Texture  soft  in  1  case.  In  all  of  the  cases,  the  kidneys  are  described  as 
pale,  and  in  1  as  flaccid.  ' 

In  every  case  in  which  the  disease  supervened  to  the  puerperal  state, 
four  in  number,  the  uterus  was  found  to  be  pale,  the  muscular  tissue 
soft  and  easily  torn  in  I  case  ;  and  in  2  the  tongue  was  flaccid. 

In  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  we  cannot  trace  all  the  circum- 
stances under  which  this  disease  is  developed,  or  account  satisfactorily 
for  the  phenomena  presented  during  its  progress.  In  the  well-known 
epidemic  which  occurred  in  the  Anzain  mines,  it  was  noticed  that  the 
cases  all  occurred  in  a  portion  of  the  mines,  the  atmosphere  of  which 
was  impregnated  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen.  The  depressing  influ- 
ence of  this  gas  upon  the  powers  of  the  circulating  system,  is  well  un- 
derstood. M.  Bonnet,  of  Lyons,  has  remarked  that  the  hydro-sulphuret 
of  ammonia  destroys  the  red  globules,  and  completely  deprives  the  blood 
of  its  property  of  arterialization.  Dr.  Freke,  of  Dublin, 'has  recommended 
its  use  in  cases  of  undue  proportion  of  the  red  corpuscles,  attended  with 
increased  action  of  the  heart.  The  eflfects  produced  by  the  introduction 
of  putrid  animal  matter  into  the  circulation,  upon  the  vitality,  so  to  speak, 
of  the  red  globules — the  influence  of  certain  malignant  diseases,  as 
cholera  and  the  graver  forms  of  typhus,  upon  the  condition  of  the 
vital  fluid,  interesting  as  they  are  in  their  bearing  upon  the  subject,  I 
have  only  time  to  notice  in  passing. 

Having  already  exceeded  the  limits  to  which  I  had  intended  to  confine 
myself  in  this  communication,  I  have  but  a  few  words  to  add  as  to  treat- 
ment. The  most  satisfactory  results  which  have  been  observed,  have 
followed  the  use  of  iron  in  some  of  its  preparations.  Of  these  the  sul- 
phate seems  to  have  been  the  most  generally  used.  The  phosphate  was 
principally  relied  on  in  the  case  above  reported.  Sir  H.  Marsh,  in  a 
communication  to  the  Dublin  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  considers  iron 
to  be  most  efficient,  when  combined  with  some  one  of  the  preparations 
of  cinchona  and  other  vegetable  tonics.  In  those  cases  in  which  iron 
cannot  be  borne  by  the  stomach,  other  metallic  tonics,  as  the  salts  of 
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bismuth,  have  been  recommended  in  its  stead.  Pure  and  dry  air,  light, 

and  a  nutritious  diet,  are  important  adjuncts  in  the  general   plan  of 

treatment.  John  Appleton. 
West  Newbury,  Mass.,  Jan.  28,  1831. 
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EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

[It  will  be  seen,  by  the  dates  below,  that  there  is  no  interruption,  by  mis- 
carriage or  otherwise,  in  the  series  of  letters  from  the  Editor,  which  it  was 
feared  was  the  case.] 

Grand  Cairo. — Immediately  after  leaving  a  letter  at  the  c^ce  of  the 
British  Consul,  to  go  by  the  first  India  mail  to  England,  Tuesday,  Nov. 
13,  a  new  series  of  explorations  were  commenced  in  the  great  Arab  City — 
the  principal  incidents  of  which  are  now  to  be  related,  day  by  day,  as  they 
occurred,  to  the  hour  of  departure  for  Upper  Egypt.  The  contract  which 
all  travellers  are  compelled  to  make  with  the  Reis,  who  conveys  people  up 
the  Nile,  in  our  case  proved  to  be  insufferably  vexatious,  owing  to  the 
sponging  disposition  of  the  Greek  who  acts  as  Vice  Consul  to  the  genuine 
Vice — also  a  Greek,  and  at  present  from  home.  It  is  a  disgrace  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  that  such  abuses  should  be  perpetrated 
in  the  name  of  our  country,  by  those  whose  only  ambition  is  to  fleece  every 
American  citizen  who  calls  upon  them,  instead  of  assisting  to  protect  their 
persons  and  property. 

About  noon,  Nov.  13,  we  called  at  the  criminal  court,  where  cases  are 
heard  and  determined  in  short  metre.  The  Judge,  a  splendidly  formed  man, 
with  a  keen,  intelligent  eye,  sat,  in  his  stockings,  cross-legged,  on  a  fat 
cushion  that  ran  the  whole  length  of  the  apartment,  with  writing  apparatus 
on  the  same  soft  place.  He  received  us  with  much  politeness,  ordered  us 
to  be  seated,  and  through  the  dragoman  and  his  interpreter,  we  mutually 
complimented  each  other's  country.  He  regretted  no  trial  was  then  in 
process — two  cases,  the  only  ones  for  the  day,  having  just  been  despatched. 
Our  presence  was  probably  noised  about  the  building,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
his  Excellency,  the  Prefect  of  Police,  in  whose  hands  is  lodged  the 
municipal  power,  greeted  us  most  cordially.  Coffee  was  ordered  by  the 
court,  and  his  great  excellency,  a  giant  of  a  man,  counting  his  beads  all 
the  while,  congratulated  us  that  we  were  in  good  health,  &c.  We  expressed 
our  gratification  with  all  we  had  seen,  and  the  security  that  was  felt,  while 
journeying  under  the  vigilant  government  of  his  highness.  Abbas  Pasha. 
Some  small  talk  followed — we  all  shook  hands  and  took  respectful  leave, 
with  an  invitation  to  us  to  call  again.  We  next  called  at  the  court-room 
of  the  Cadi — in  an  immense  building,  having  a  large  square  court,  filled 
with  people  of  both  sexes,  who  were  doubtless  in  pursuit  of  justice. 
Ascending  a  flight  of  steps,  we  came  to  a  large  hall,  open  to  the  weather 
towards  the  west.  At  one  end  a  strip,  perhaps  12  feet  wide,  was  railed 
off' — within  which  was  a  bevy  of  lawyers  in  red  caps,  and  other  law  ap- 
pendages, writing  and  arranging  their  Arabic  statements.  Next  above, 
was  the  court-room ;  but  the  Judge  had  just  been  sent  for  by  the  Pasha,to 
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go  to  the  palace,  and  consequently  we  missed  the  etiquette  there  too;  but  as 
he  descended  the  steps,  we  uncovered — which  attracted  his  notice,  and  he 
stopped  and  addressed  us.  Learning  our  country  and  object  in  visiting  the 
court,  he  politely  invited  us  to  return  and  take  coffee,  expressed  his  regret 
at  being  obliged  to  leave,  and  invited  us  to  make  another  call  to-morrow. 
Attended  by  several  persons,  the  Cadi  mounted  a  beautiful  horse,  and  left 
the  yard,  gracefully  bowing  to  the  people,  who  respectfully  returned  the 
salutation.  All  the  distinguished  persons  connected  with  the  civil  service, 
wear  a  rich  diamond  ornament,  surmounted  by  a  crescent,  suspended  from 
the  neck.  Subsequently  a  call  was  made  at  a  Moristan,  or  Insane  Hospi- 
tal, where  there  were  36  patients,  in  separate  rooms,  on  the  ground-floor. 
Furiously  mad  as  some  of  them  appeared,  the  doors  were  rickety,  im- 
perfectly fastened,  and  the  rooms  empty  of  furniture.  A  negro,  who  ges- 
ticulated violently,  although  squatting  with  a  blanket  over  his  shoulders, 
has  murdered  one  man,  and  another  five,  which  was  pretty  conclusive  as 
to  the  intensity  of  their  mental  aberration.  Two  were  pointed  out  in  the 
common  passage  way,  a?  cured.  No  females  were  shown,  nor  would  the 
janitor  admit  that  the  upper  story  was  in  use,  yet  we  strongly  suspected  it 
was  occupied  by  women.  Every  person  may  walk  in  and  peer  at  the 
vvretched  creatures,  through  the  grates  in  the  door. 

November  — Had  more  delay  and  unnecessary  expense  at  the  ofiice 
of  the  American  Vice  Consul,  through  the  extortionate  disposition  of  the 
young  Greek,  before  mentioned.  If  our  Secretary  of  State  were  obliged  to 
transact  business  at  some  of  the  ofnces  in  Europe,  or  in  Cairo,  it  is  very  cer- 
tain there  would  be  an  immediate  revolution  in  the  consular  establishments. 
At  table  met  an  Italian  physician  in  the  service  of  the  government,  with 
an  English  wife,  the  daughter  of  J.  Levick,  Esq.,  a  resident  of  Alexandria. 
He  has  in  medical  charge  the  district  of  Geezeh,  which  includes  the  pyra- 
mids, and  a  population  of  200,000 — among  whom  are  600  persons  over  a 
hundred  years  of  age.  One  has  reached  the  patriarchal  age  of  one  hundred 
and  sixteen  !  Infantile  life,  this  gentleman  says,  is  very  precarious ;  an 
immense  number  die  very  early.  On  passing  that  crisis,  longevity  equals 
that  of  any  other  country,  save  Russia.  He  considers  ophthalmia  to  depend 
on  topographical  causes  by  no  means  understood,  as  it  exists  on  both  sides 
the  Nile,  but  is  unknown  in  the  deserts.  My  observations,  thus  far,  have 
led  to  a  different  conclusion,  as  stated  in  a  previous  letter,  where  absolute 
filthiness  is  charged  with  two  thirds  of  the  burden,  the  sun  and  sand  with 
the  remainder. 

Thursday,  Nov.  I4:th. — A  long,  provoking  termination  of  a  contract  was 
obtained,  at  last,  which  might  have  been  completed  in  two  hours,  had  the 
United  States  a  suitable  person  in  the  Vice  Consulate  at  Cairo.  We  sallied 
out  in  single  file  early  this  morning,  for  the  boat  that  is  to  take  us  up  to  the 
first  Cataract — if  not  further.  Any  class  of  spectators  but  the  turbaned, 
bare-footed  gentry  of  the  capital,  would  have  laughed  at  the  grotesqueness 
of  our  appearance.  We  passed  through  a  village  of  fellah  houses,  be 
tween  the  city  wall  and  Boulac,  near  the  palace  of  a  daughter  of  Maho- 
met Ali,  whose  husband  is  at  Constantinople  in  disgrace.  Here  were  seen 
mud  hovels  ten  feet  square,  without  a  window,  a  door  scarcely  four  feet 
high,  in  the  occupancy  of  females,  children,  sheep,  goats  and  poultry!  A 
little  straw  in  one  corner  is  the  bed.  A  red  earthen  jar,  about  as  heavy  as 
a  common  Boston  porter  could  carry  empty,  and  an  earthen  pan,  constitute 
the  only  furniture.  This  may  be  considered  a  specimen  of  a  modern 
Egyptian  village  or  town.    Passed  the  isle  of  Rhoda,  and  its  numerous 
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palaces,  in  possession,  of  course,  of  the  late  Pasha's  family.  The  earthen 
pot  machine  for  raising  water  is  everywhere  to  be  seen,  and  heard  too, 
turned  by  oxen,  and  creaking  as  though  in  distress.  The  pyramids  of 
Sakkara  soon  came  in  view — there  being  an  extensive  grove  of  date  palms 
between  the  river  and  the  site  of  the  renowned  city  of  Memphis.  Young 
girls  were  bathing,  filling  their  jars,  and  walking  on  the  bank,  further  up, 
as  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh  did  on  the  eventful  day  Avhen  the  infant  Moses 
came  floating  by  in  a  frail  basket  of  bulrushes — and  near  the  same  spot, 
too.  A  large  two-story  white-washed  building  on  the  right,  is  a  marine 
hospital,  rather  ruinous  in  its  aspect.  A  cavalcade  of  white  turbans, 
sheep,  camels  and  asses,  probably  bound  to  a  fair,  were  discovered  near 
Memphis,  throwing  up  the  sand  with  their  lively  pace.  Next,  there  was  a 
kind  of  fluvalite  encampment  of  dark,  flat-roofed  tents — a  drove  of  camels, 
and  another  of  buffaloes.  The  bed  of  the  river  widens  occasionally  into  a 
kind  of  lake,  and  then  closes  suddenly  again  ;  then  comes  a  low,  recently- 
formed  island.  Fields  of  Indian  corn,  just  in  the  milk,  sown,  not  in  rows, 
growing  in  the  mud,  were  near  at  hand.  Forty-five  windmills,  w^hirling 
away  at  a  spirited  rate,  on  the  very  brink  of  the  desert,  where  the  sand 
meets  the  rich  bottom  land,  were  a  pretty  sight.  All  the  pyramids  of 
Sakkara  were  in  view  most  of  the  day.  Strange  that  more  is  not  said  of 
them  by  tourists,  since  they  are  stupendous  works,  and  by  no  means 
deserving  of  such  neglect.  Square  openings  into  the  limestone  rocks,  are 
j)robably  the  entrance  into  ancient  tombs,  seen  in  the  distance,  near  the 
water,  on  the  left.  Interminable  sand  hills,  as  far  as  vision  can  reach — a 
mighty  waste  of  sterility — are  obtruding  themselves  on  our  irritable  optics, 
but  a  few  miles  from  the  river,  on  both  sides. 

Friday,  Nov.  15tk. — Another  Mahometan  Sabbath.  We  see  little  but 
the  hot,  sun-reflecting  sands  of  the  desert,  lying  between  the  river  and  the 
way  to  Palestine,  occasional  fields  of  green  millet,  and  grazing  camels, 
sheep,  and  buffaloes,  with  naked  boys  fishing  and  idle  fellah  women.  The 
crew  have  dragged  the  boat  v/ith  a  rope  from  morning  till  night,  against 
the  strong,  turbid  current.  The  river  has  worn  in  so  closely  on  the  left 
upon  the  desert,  as  to  have  denuded  the  rocks,  here  and  there,  at  different 
elevations.  A  broad  ribbon  of  arable  land  has  consequently  formed  oppo- 
site ;  which  shows  that  the  Nile  is  perpetually  oscillating  from  one  side  to 
the  other,  between  the  great  natural  barrier^; — the  rocks  hidden  from  century 
to  century,  and  then  made  bare  again  by  the  alternation  of  drifting  sands  or 
rushing  waters.  A  distant  view  was  had  of  the  last  pyramid — Harem  el 
Kedab — of  whitish  stone,  in  four  terraces.  Hassan,  the  dragoman,  on  whose 
tongue  we  are  constantly  dependent,  was  taken  sick — but  a  timely  pre- 
scription of  Dover's  powder  threw  off'  the  alarming  febrile  symptoms,  so 
that  he  superintended  the  dinner  to-day  with  his  accustomed  activity. 
Arabs  love  medicine.  No  matter  what  it  is  or  how  badly  it  tastes — down 
it  goes  with  a  gratifying  relish.  There  is  some  satisfaction  in  practising 
medicine  so ! 

Nov.  I6fh. — Want  of  wind  compelled  us  to  pin  fast  to  the  bank  all 
night.  Wild  geese,  turtle  doves,  pigeons,  and  fawn-colored  crows,  must 
consider  this  their  paradise,  since  they  stand  in  no  fear  of  being  shot, 
knowing  perhaps  that  the  Pasha  forbids  the  natives  to  possess  arms.  It  is 
curious  to  observe  how  the  alluvial  mud,  under  a  hot  sun,  cracks  into 
hexagonal  blocks,  very  like  the  basaltic  columns  of  certain  geological 
localities.  A  little  volcanic  heat  below,  with  pressure  above,  would  speedily 
convert  it  into  slate-stone.    All  the  east  side  of  the  Nile  is  in  rough  barren 
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ridges,  having-  pyramidal  forms — which  in  the  distance  are  as  imposing 
as  the  smaller  artificial  structures  at  Sakkara.  All  night  we  could  hear 
masses  of  mud  fall  into  the  stream,  which  are  at  once  dissolved,  readily 
explaining  the  turbid  state  of  the  water,  in  a  single  pint  of  which  there  is  a 
table-spoonful  of  sediment.  Fishes  must  go  by  the  sense  of  touch,  for  their 
eyes  can  be  of  no  more  service  to  them  here,  than  in  the  Mammoth  Cave, 
where  nature  dispenses  with  them  altogether.  Coming  in  sight  of 
Benisooef,  where  a  weekly  market  is  held.  This  day's  route  has  been  less 
productive  of  incidents  in  sight-seeing,  than  any  preceding  one  since  leav- 
ing Alexandria. 

Sunday,  Nov.  \lth. — A  wretched  apology  for  a  band  of  music  was 
performing  in  a  palm-tree  shade,  as  we  neared  the  town  of  Benisooef,  the 
largest  place,  say  the  books,  in  Upper  Egypt.  The  stars  and  stripes  of 
our  boat  evidently  created  a  sensation,  and  many  loungers  came  to  smoke 
in  front  of  us.  At  daylight  I  took  a  position  on  a  high  mound,  the  site 
of  perhaps  forty  towns  since  the  first  settlement  of  this  extraordinary  valley 
— which  afforded  an  extended  view  of  the  dreary  desert  to  the  east,  with 
the  fertile,  level  plain  of  mud  in  the  opposite  direction.  The  streets  of  the 
town  are  from  three  to  live  feet  wide,  often  covered  with  reeds  overhead,  to 
exclude  the  sun.  There  are  one  or  two  buildings  with  latticed  windows, 
indicating  harems,  and  consequently  the  residences  of  official  personages. 
Here  resides  a  governor  of  a  province.  The  troops  were  exercising  in  a 
distant  field.  After  looking  into  cheerless  houses  of  a  single  room,  street 
after  street,  where  the  only  furniture  was  a  stone  jar  for  water,  another  for 
cooking  over  a  smoke  of  dry  dung,  and  a  rush  mat  for  a  bed,  I  slowly  re- 
turned to  the  boat.  Hassan,  the  dragoman,  has  had  a  relapse,  and  I  gave 
him  an  emetic,  which  he  relished  mightily.  Whenever  another  and 
another  swallow  of  ipecac,  was  given,  to  increase  the  nausea,  the  poor  fel- 
low would  say,  "  tank  you  "  ! 


Penetrating  Wounds  by  Needles. — It  is  well  known  that  broken  needles 
in  fleshy  parts  of  the  body  are  productive  of  much  discomfort  to  the  pa- 
tient, and  often  cause  great  perplexity  to  the  practitioner  in  his  efforts 
to  remove  them.  The  small  size  of  the  opening  which  is  made  by  the 
needle,  and  the  previous  attempts  to  extract  it  by  some  friend  before  the 
physician  is  sent  for,  present  obstacles  sufficient  to  deter  him  from  explor- 
ing the  parts  with  any  hope  of  success.  If,  under  such  circumstances,  it 
is  decided  to  remove  the  offending  matter,  it  is  generally  done  at  the  risk 
of  injury  to  the  patient;  whereas,  when  let  alone,  after  a  gentle  search, 
the  needle  will  generally,  in  due  time,  point  to  the  surface,  either  near 
where  it  entered,  or  in  parts  remote,  and  may  then  be  easily  removed. 
We  have  known  instances  of  hands  being  nearly  destroyed  by  the  in- 
domitable perseverance  of  the  surgeon  to  discover  what  he  has  been  told 
he  could  find  in  the  flesh.  It  is  decidedly  impolitic  and  unsafe  to  extend 
our  dissections  to  any  great  extent  among  the  tendons  of  the  hand,  for  the 
purpose  of  discovering  and  removing  points  of  needles,  especially  when 
it  is  known  that  no  real  injury  may  be  produced  by  leaving  the  offending 
matter  to  make  its  own  exit,  whenever  nature  is  disposed  to  have  it  do 
so.  In  many  cases  the  needle  may  be  extracted  easily;  and,  of  course,  it 
is  then  our  duty  at  once  to  relieve  the  patient.  We  cannot  agree  with 
those  who  consider  it  unsurgeon-like  to  leave  a  patient  undelivered  of  a 
needle,  and  therefore  prosecute  the  search  at  all  hazards.    In  this,  as  in 
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other  cases,  "  discretion  is  the  better  part  of  valor."  The  singular  fact 
of  needles,  and  pieces  of  needles,  having  been  known  to  traverse  the 
principal  parts  of  the  body,  and  through  organs,  too,  which  are  vital  in  their 
functions,  without  any  material  injury,  is,  of  itself,  sufficient  to  warrant  us 
not  to  be  too  officious  in  attempting  to  remove  them,  especially  when  we 
do  not  know  exactly  where  they  are.  A  case  of  this  kind  presented  itself 
to  us  some  eight  weeks  since  for  advice.  A  lady  broke  off  a  common  sew- 
ing needle  in  the  fleshy  part  of  her  hand.  As  there  had  been  previous 
attempts  to  remove  it,  our  guide  was  lost,  for  it  was  impossible  to  tell  which 
of  the  openings  was  the  one  where  the  needle  entered — the  patient  feeling 
the  prick  of  it,  upon  pressure  of  the  parts,  any  where  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
wounds.  Without  making  a  dissection,  fully  knowing  the  uncertainty  of 
finding  the  needle  if  we  did,  much  timidity  being  also  manifested  by  our 
patient,  we  concluded  to  give  her  the  chance  of  getting  well  without  an 
operation.  Happily,  in  eight  weeks  from  the  time  of  the  accident,  she 
discovered  the  point  of  the  needle  over  the  njetacarpo-phalangeal  articula- 
tion of  the  thumb,  and  immediately  repaired  to  us  to  have  it  removed.  A 
slight  mcision  being  made,  with  a  pair  of  forceps  it  was  drawn  out.  It 
was  full  half  an  inch  in  length,  and  altered  in  its  appearance,  having  the 
blue  color  so  characteristic  of  the  common  fish-kook.  But  what  appeared 
the  most  singular  to  us,  was  the  distance  traversed  in  so  short  a  space  of 
time,  and  the  remarkable  situation  of  the  substance  at  the  time  of  its  re- 
moval. Its  position,  the  escape  of  synovia,  the  previous  stiffness  and  pain 
of  the  articulation,  furnished  conclusive  evidence  that  the  joint  was  in- 
vaded. The  patient  is  now  doing  well,  having  had  no  inconvenience  since 
the  removal  of  the  needle. 


Hornor  on  Extracting  Teeth. — A  little  book  of  76  pages,  written  by 
S.  S.  Hornor,  Practical  Dentist,  of  Philadelphia,  on  extracting  teeth,  has 
been  laid  on  our  table.  In  the  main,  it  maybe  considered  a  practical  guide 
to  the  medical  student,  who  may  wish  to  engage  in  that  department  of 
surgery.  We  must  confess  that  our  opinion  differs  from  the  author's  re- 
specting the  merit  of  that  infernal  machine,  the  key,  in  wrenching  out 
teeth.  We  had  really  hoped  the  time  had  arrived,  when  that  relic  of 
barbarous  torture  would  have  been  excluded  entirely  from  the  dentist's  as- 
sortment of  intruments.  We  always  have  associated  with  that  instrument, 
the  formidable  operation  of  lancing  gums,  mouths  stuffed  full  of  dirty  silk 
handkerchiefs,  a  hroken-off  tooth,  and  perhaps  a  splintered  jaw.  The  work 
is  well  written  and  most  beautifully  printed,  containing  some  very  accurate 
drawings  in  lithograph  of  the  instruments  recommended  by  the  author. 
Lindsay     Blakiston,  Philadelphia,  publishers.    Ticknor  &  Co.,  Boston. 


Ether  and  Chloroform  in  Surgery,  Dentistry,  SfC. — We  have  received 
from  the  publishers,  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  Philadelphia,  a  little  volume  of 
189  pages,  written  by  J.  F.  B.  Flagg,  M.D.,  Surgeon  Dentist,  of  that  city, 
upon  "Ether  and  Chloroform:  their  employment  in  Surgery.  Dentistry, 
Midwifery,  Therapeutics,  &c."  This  book  contains  much  that  is  new,  and 
those  wdio  may  wish  to  consult  any  work  on  the  ansestheties,  will  find  it 
practical  in  every  particular.  The  facetious  style  in  which  part  of  it  is 
written,  \\\\\  provoke  a  smile  in  those  who  are  ever  so  morose.  It  will  be 
a  pleasure  again  to  refer  to  this  book,  and  lay  before  our  readers  some  of 
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the  incidents  narrated  in  it,  of  the  application  of  ether  soon  after  its  peculiar 
properties  were  discovered.    Ticknor  &  Co.  are  the  Boston  publishers. 


Pure  Nitrate  of  Silver. — The  competition  which  exists  among  some  of 
the  manufacturing-  chemists  to  get  their  products  into  the  market  at  very 
low  rates,  induces  ihem  to  adulterate  them  with  substances,  which,  though 
harmless  in  their  properties,  nevertheless  render  medicines  uncertain  in 
action.  Much  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  which  has  heretofore  been  sold  in 
our  city,  has  contained  more  or  less  nitrate  of  potasste,  sufficient  in  quantity 
often  to  be  discovered  by  the  usual  tests.  It  is  very  important  to  have 
all  the  chemicals  which  are  used  in  medicine,  free  from  adulteration,  for 
the  life  and  well  being  of  our  patients  may  depend  upon  their  purity. 
Within  the  last  week  we  have  seen  some  beautiful-looking  pure  nitrate  of 
silver  in  crystals,  which  was  manufactured  by  Philbrick  &  Trafton,  Che- 
mists, 160  Washington  street.  The  well-known  reputation  of  this  firm  for 
integrity,  and  skill  in  pharmaceutical  preparations,  is  a  sufficient  guarantee 
that  their  medicines  and  chemicals  may  be  fully  relied  upon. 


Death  of  Dr.  John  Spence,  Jr.-^The  following  notice  of  the  death  of  a 
highly-esteemed  physician  of  this  city,  is  from  the  Boston  Transcript  of 
Saturday  last.  We  should  be  pleased  to  publish  a  further  account  of  his 
life  and  character,  from  the  pen  of  some  one  of  his  many  friends. 

"  We  regret  to  learn  that  this  well-known  gentleman  deceased  this 
morning,  about  7  o'clock,  at  his  'residence,  No.  2  B;ildwin  place.  In  the 
prime  of  life,  and  despite  all  the  fortifications  of  medical  science,  he  had 
been  for  some  time  languishing  under  the  wasting  power  of  that  scourge  of 
our  New  England  climate — consumption.  He  was  a  representative  elect 
from  this  city  to  the  Legislature,  but  such  had  been  the  state  of  his  health 
that  he  had  not  taken  his  seat  during  the  session." 


Ranking's  Abstract  of  the  Medical  Sciences. — No.  12  of  this  valuable 
epitome  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  has  been  received.  As  usual,  we  find 
much  in  it  that  is  interesting,  although  its  editor  apologizes  for  the  meagre- 
ness  of  the  number,  on  account  of  "  a  period  of  severe  domestic  trial."  It 
may  be  had  in  this  city  of  Redding  &  Co.,  and  Ticknor  &  Co. 


Medical  Practitioners  in  Erie  County,  Penn. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Erie 
Co.  (Pa.)  Medical  Society,  January  7th,  the  proceedings  of  which  are  re- 
ported in  Philadelphia  "  Medical  News,"  the  committee  appointed  at  the 
July  meeting,  to  procure  a  list  of  all  the  medical  practitioners  in  Erie  Co., 
reported  that  there  are  at  present  seventy-nine  persons,  in  the  bounds  of  the 
county,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  "  Of  that  number,  twenty  are 
members  of  this  Society.  Six  are  graduates  of  respectable  schools,  who  are 
not  mevihers.  Ten  who  are  neither  graduates  nor  licentiates  are  considered 
respectable  practitioners,  as  they  practise  the  profession  to  the  best  of  their 
ability,  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  the  orthodox  system,  without 
resorting  to  any  of  the  devices  of  quackery  to  obtain  business.  Thirteen 
who  profess  to  belong  to  the  regular  system  are,  both  by  their  education  and 
practice,  the  veriest  quacks  in  the  country.  Four  who  practise  Homoeopa- 
thy, Allopathy,  or  anything  else  by  which  they  can  obtain  a  share  of  the 
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'  loaves  and  fishes.'  Two  '  Simon  pure  '  HomoBopathisls.  Four  Uros- 
copists.  Three  females,  who  are  without  any  education,  but  who  pretend 
to  practise  the  various  departments  of  the  profession.  Five  'eclectic  or 
reformed  practitioners.''  Ten  '  Botanic,  Thomsonian,  or  Herb  Doctors.' 
Such  your  committee  believe  to  be  a  true  and  correct  statement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  profession  in  our  county,  and  we  would  merely  remark,  in 
conclusion,  that  it  is  such  as  to  call  for  the  united  efforts  of  all  true  lovers 
of  science  to  elevate  the  character  and  standard  of  our  common  and  beloved 
profession." 

The  Treatment  of  GoiU  and  Rheumatism. — M.  Levret,  of  Lyon,  lately 
addressed  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  of  Paris,  some  conclusions  at  which 
he  had  arrived  on  the  nature  and  treatment  of  gout  and  rheumatism,  both 
of  which  he  considered  as  being  speci6c  diseases,  consisting  of  an  inflam- 
matory and  a  poisonous  element;  that  their  causes  act  directly  on  the 
stomach  and  indirectly  on  the  skin  and  nervous  centres,  while  the  dis- 
turbance of  these  organs  reacts  sympathetically  on  the  assimilative  func- 
tions ;  that  its  treatment  consists  in  the  use  of  medicines  which  exert  a 
special  action  on  the  elements  of  the  disease ;  and,  that  the  preparations  of 
colchicum  are  those  specific  remedies. — London  Medical  Gazette. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Professor  Agassiz,  the  distinguished  naturalist,  has 
sailed  from  New  Orleans  in  the  government  schooner  William  A.  Graham, 
and  will  make  an  exploration  of  the  coral  reefs  on  the  coast  of  Florida. — 
George  Robinett,  "  known  in  New  York  "  as  "  The  Fat  Man,"  aged  23 
years,  died  in  New  York,  Friday  night.  E.  J.  Latham,  a  doctor,  \i<xs  been 
arrested  on  the  charge  of  the  coroner's  jury,  who  state  that  Robinett  "  came 
to  his  death  by  mal-practice  on  the  part  of  E.  J.  Latham." — The  Hospital 
at  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  has  556  inmates — mostly  sick  of  typhus  and  ship 
fevers  ;  four  cases  of  smallpox. — Smallpox  is  again  quite  prevalent  in 
this  city. — Dr.  J.  P.  White,  Professor  of  Obstetrics,  &c.,  in  the  Buffalo 
Medical  College,  has  recently  sailed  for  Europe,  expecting  to  remain  abroad 
a  year,  chiefly  for  purposes  connected  with  his  professorship. — The  annual 
commencement  in  the  Buffalo  Medical  College  will  be  on  the  last  day  of 
the  term,  Wednesday,  the  26ih  inst.  The  address  to  the  graduates  on 
commencement  day  will  be  delivered  by  Prof.  Coventry. — The  valuable 
Introductory  Lecture  of  Prof.  Ware,  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College, 
published  in  this  Journal,  has  been  issued  in  a  pamphlet  form. — Dr.  Samuel 
Jackson  was  chosen  President  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society 
at  its  recent  election. 


Married,— At  Bedford,  N.  H.,  William  B.  Stevens,  M.D.,  of  the  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  at 
Concord,  to  Miss  Eliza  Ann  Morrison,  of  B.— In  Holderness,  N.  H.,  Hon.  Robert  Burns,  M.D.,  of 
Plymouth,  to  Miss  Almira  Cox,  of  H. 

Died, — At  Utica,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Alpheus  S.  Greene,  aged  G4  years,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island. 

Deaths  in  Boston— {ox  the  week  ending  Saturday  noon,  Feb.  8th,  73.— Males,  37— females,  36, 
Accidental,  2 — apoplexy,  2 — antemia,  2 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  3 — 
congestion  of  the  brain,  1 — consumption,  9 — convulsions,  2 — cancer,  1 — croup,  2 — dropsy,  1 — 
dropsy  of  the  brain,  4 — typhus  fever,  1— typhoid  fever,  1  — scarlet  fever,  1 — lung  fever,  6— fracture, 

1 —  hooping  cough,  3 — disease  of  the  heart,  2 — infantile,  4 — influenza,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs, 

2 —  inflammation  of  the  liver,  1 — marasmus,  3-^measles,  6 — old  age,  2 — puerperal,  1 — scrofula,  1 — 
smallpox,  4 — teething,  3. 

Under  5  years,  32— between  5  and  20  years.  11— between  20  and  40  years,  17— between  40  and 
60  years,  6 — over  60  years,  7.    Americans,  42  j  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  31. 
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Crrsp  of  Communication  between  the  Stomach  and  External  Surface  of 
the  Ahdomtn. — In  the  last  number  of  the  Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal  of 
Medical  vScience,  is  a  paper  by  Dr.  William  Robertson,  one  of  the  editors, 
upon  the  case  of  a  woman  who  has  a  communication  between  the  stomach 
and  external  surfjice  of  the  abdomen.  The  great  similarity  between  this 
patient  and  Dr.  Beaumont's,  Alexis  St.  Martin,  who  was  the  subject  of 
many  experiments  in  this  country,  some  years  since,  has  induced  the 
Medico-Chirurgical  Society  of  Edinburgh  to  make  similar  observations 
and  experiments  upon  her,  so  far  as  may  seem  compatible  with  her  welfare. 
The  committee  to  whom  is  entrusted  the  examination,  consists  of  Drs. 
Christison.  Bennett,  Maclagan,  and  Robertson,  with  Messrs.  Syme  & 
Goodsir.  We  have  no  doubt  that  this  committee,  which  consists  of  gen- 
tlemen eminent  in  n)edical  literature  and  science,  will  make  many  inter- 
esting observations  in  the  physiology  of  digestion,  which  the  modern 
researches  on  that  subject  would  seem  to  render  very  desirable.  This 
opening  into  the  stomach  is  attributed  by  Dr.  Robertson  to  a  chronic  ulcer 
in  its  cavity,  which  occasioned,  "whether  by  perforation  or  otherwise,  ex- 
tension of  inflammation  to  a  limited  portion  of  its  external  surface,  and 
consequent  adhesion  to  the  abdominal  parietes — that  thereafter  an  abscess 
formed  external  to  the  stomach,  and  discharged  its  contents  into  the  viscus, 
— that  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  acting  upon  the  walls  of  the  abscess, 
ultimately  caused  the  ulceration  of  the  integuments." 


Swallowing  a  Handkerchief. — In  the  Provincial  Surgical  and  Medical 
Journal,  is  the  report  of  a  case  of  a  bo^^  who  actually  swallowed  a  silk 
handkerchief  nearly  a  foot  square.  On  the  third  day  it  was  dejected  from 
the  bowels,  perfect  in  every  respect,  except  a  slight  discoloration.  Probably 
this  is  the  first  instance  in  which  a  human  subject  has  been  thoroughly 
wiped  out  with  a  silk  handkerchief.  It  is  said  that  the  boy  was  subject 
to  epileptic  fits,  and  imbecile  in  his  intellect ;  and  although  not  cured,  was 
not  rendered  any  worse  by  this  extraordinary  operation. 


The  Prospects  of  Pharmacy — Return  of  Mr.  Jacob  Bell  for  St.  Albari's. 
— It  is  with  satisfaction  we  announce  that  Mr,  Jacob  Bell,  w^ell  known  as 
the  Editor  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  has  been  returned  Member  of 
Parliament  for  Saint  Alban's,  by  a  majority  of  129.  We  think  that  the 
introduction  of  this  gentleman  into  the  House  of  Commons  will  be  beneficial 
to  the  interests,  not  only  of  those  whose  rights  he  has  specially  and  ably 
advocated — namely,  Pharmaceutical  practitioners,  but  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession in  general.  We  may  anticipate  from  the  exertions  of  the  honorable 
member  some  good  results  in  reference  to  a  Medical  Reform  Measure,  and 
the  proposed  separation  of  drug-dealing  from  medical  practice  :  also  a 
Restriction  of  Sale  Poisons  Bill,  and  other  subjects  of  which  the  very  large 
proportion  of  lawyers,  merchants,  and  magistrates,  who  now  occupy  the 
Benches  of  the  House,  have  no  practical  knowledge. — Lo7i.  Med.  Gaz. 


Medical  Students  in  Paris  and  London. — V  Union  Medicale  reports  that 
there  has  been  a  great  increase  this  year  in  the  number  of  students  attend- 
ing the  medical  schools  of  Paris.  In  1849  there  were  830  inscriptions  only  : 
in  1850  the  number  has  risen  to  1223.  The  registrations  in  London  for 
the  present  session  are  said  to  amount  to  1035 — a  number  which  is  larger 
than  the  average. — lb. 


THE 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


Vol.  XLIV.         Wednesday,  February  19,  1851.  No.  3. 


DR.  CHANDLER'S  ADDRESS  BEFORE  THE  VERMONT  MED.  SOCIETY. 

[Concluded  from  page  34.] 

But  the  question  returns  with  renewed  urgency,  by  what  methods  can 
these  desirable  ends  be  effected  ?  The  world  abounds  with  projects  for 
reformation  ;  in  morals,  in  religion,  in  civil  government,  in  all  the  depart- 
ments of  practical  life,  in  all  the  opinions  and  usages  that  appertain  to 
men  in  their  social  state  ;  and  in  the  noise  and  strife  which  ensue,  it  is 
often  a  problem,  whether  the  evil  to  be  reformed,  or  the  mischief  of  the 
remedy,  is  most  to  be  deprecated.  Somebody  has  pithily  said,  save 
me  from  my  friends,  and  1  will  take  care  of  my  enemies."  So,  too, 
the  amount  of  injury  inflicted  on  a  good  cause,  by  the  folly  of  those 
who  would  promote  it,  often  exceeds  the  benefit  gained.  From  the  fact 
that  reformers  themselves  are  too  often  typical  of  Satan  rebuking  sin^ 
reform  has  become  almost  a  convertible  term  with  radicalism,  anarchy, 
and  licentiousness.  Moral  reform  societies  may  have  been  instituted  by 
the  best  of  people,  and  with  the  purest  motives.  Their  utility  is  at 
least  apochryphal.  We  have  reformed  systems  of  medicine,  which  I 
fear  have  yet  failed  to  benefit  the  world,  and  which  may  never  supersede 
the  works  of  Hippocrates  or  Sydenham.  Societies  for  medical  reform, 
in  the  current  sense  of  the  term,  would  scarcely  fail  of  encountering  hos- 
tility and  contempt. 

A  protective  system,  by  legal  enactment,  has  once  been  in  force,"  in 
this,  as  in  other  States,  for  the  regulation  of  medicine ;  but  its  premature 
abandonment  has  made  the  experiment,  with  us,  unsatisfactory  and  in- 
conclusive. Although  medical  men  are  not  uniformly  in  its  favor,  and 
popular  opinion  condemns  it ;  when  the  popular  mind  is  legitimately  and 
well  informed,  whatever  may  be  the  opinions  or  wishes  of  the  profession, 
I  doubt  not  the  Legislature  will  enact  protective  laws ;  protective  not 
merely  in  their  influence  on  the  profession,  but  on  the  safety  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  popular  governments  there  is  a  wakeful  jealousy,  which  never 
tires,  in  opposition  to  every  measure  which  savors  of  exclusiveness  or 
monopoly.  This  is  well.  But  where  the  people  understand  that  their 
own  interest  in  such  enactments  far  transcends  all  that  can  accrue  to 
the  profession,  surely  their  aversion  to  protective  measures  should  cease. 
Indeed,  it  is  much  to  be  doubted  whether  this  protection  would  have 
been  withdrawn,  had  the  profession,  in  the  aggregate,  done  all  that  was 
reasonable  to  deserve  it. 

3 


50 


Economy  of  Medical  Association, 


In  a  government  like  onrs,  highly  stringent  laws  for  the  regulation  of 
medicine  would  not  only  he  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  but, 
in  their  re-action  on  the  popular  mind,  would  defeat  their  own  end.  In 
more  arbitrary  forms  of  government,  they  might  be  tolerated.  In  a 
neighboring  province  the  influence  of  such  laws  is  apparently  salutary. 
Physicians  are  there  obviously  increasing  in  intelligence  ;  fooleries  and 
enormities  in  practice  are  seldom  perpetrated  ;  the  benefits  of  legitimate 
medicine  are  better  appreciated  by  the  people,  and  professional  men  are 
better  rewarded.  But  even  there,  there  is  danger  of  mischievous  re-ac- 
tion. The  subordination  of  the  people  of  Canada  is  hardly  commen- 
surate with  the  hioh  tone  of  their  laws  for  the  re^rulation  of  medicine. 

What  might  bo  the  influence  of  judicious  legal  enactments  for  the  im- 
provement of  medical  practice  in  Vermont,  is  a  question,  rather  of  pro- 
spective than  present  interest.  The  law-making  functions  of  the  State 
are  hopelessly  pre-occupied,  and  overworked  with  banks  and  rail-roads 
and  kindred  schemes.  Should  the  time  arrive,  when  efficient  laws  for 
the  encouragement  of  medicine  are  attainable,  it  will  be  through  prelimi- 
nary culture  of  the  popular  mind,  by  the  agency  of  medical  men  : — and 
this  result,  not  unlikely,  might  i'tself  supersede  their  necessity. 

But  medical  men  are  themselves  the  appropriate  subjects  of  culture, 
in  its  broadest  sense  ;  culture  that  shall  not  only  expand  the  intellect, 
but  enlarge  the  heart,  and  elevate  the  man.  And  will  it  be  derogatory 
to  the  honor  of  this  Society  if  it  distinctly  recognize  such  a  purpose  as 
the  great  end  of  its  organization  ;  a  purpose  to  be  accomplished,  how- 
ever, by  advisory  rather  than  penal  measures ;  to  be  comprised  in  exam- 
ple rather  than  dictation. 

It  is  a  matter  for  general  congratulation  that  a  national  organization 
has  been  consummated  ;  or,  rather,  is  begun,  which  promises  much ; 
but  its  influence  on  the  whole  community  mu^,  of  necessity,  be  tardy, 
and  can  hardly  be  expected,  at  present,  to  meet  the  wants  of  an  isolated 
State.  May  not  this  enterprise  itJ^elf  depend  for  ultimate  success,  on 
the  result  of  org^niz^ons  like  our  own  ?  I  should  deem  it,  therefore, 
a  most  dishonorable  desertion  of  our  trust,*to  abandon  the  enterprise  so 
solemnly  committed  to  our  hands  by  our  predecessors,  the  pioneers  of  the 
profession,  the  very  fathers  of  medicine  in  Vermont. 

There  is  one  topic,  inseparably  connected  with  our  subject,  which  I 
approach  witlt  hesitation  ;  for  it  involves  much  that  might  prove  offen- 
sive to  many  with  whom  we  arp  professionally  connoted,  and  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  great  improvement  in  the  present  oondition  and 
character  of  the  proA^ssion  in  Vermont ;  and  yet  I  should  prove  re- 
creant to  its  honor,  if  1  refrained  from  urging  on  your  attention,  con- 
siderations of  vital  consequence  to  the  ultimate  attainment  and  main- 
tenance of  its  just  relative  position.  Is  medicine,  in  truth,  one  of  the 
liberal  professions?  May  it  justly  claim  co-ordinate  rank  with  those 
which  have  little  relation  to  handicraft  or  art  ;  but  which  mainly  involve 
moral  and  intellectual  culture,  and  which  look  through  and  beyond  all 
mere  physical  problems?  That  it  involves  questions  of  natural  science  ; 
that  it  demands  the  expertness  of  handicraft  and  the  skill  of  art,  is  too 
obvious  to  need  comment.    But  can  natural  science  be  comprehended, 
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or  the  occasions  for  professional  handicraft  and  art  be  truly  investigated 
and  understood ;  or  can  the  science  of  medicine  ultimately  accomplish 
that  which  is  yet  expected  and  demanded,  except  through  the  labors  of 
men  of  the  soundest  intellect  and  highest  culture  ?  I  grant  there  are. 
men  of  some  learning,  yet  the  mere  depositories  of  other  men's  thoughts, 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  by  brilliant,  though  visionary  hypothe- 
sis. But  the  men  who  have  (Jiscovered,  and  given  to  the  profession,  the 
cardinal  truths  which  constitute  t^lie  foundation  of  medicine,  were  not 
merely  distinguished  by  originality  dnd  strength  of  mental  constitution, 
but  were  trained  students  in  general  science  and  hberal  learning.  Har- 
vey, the  illustrious  discoverer  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  gave  as 
much  to  the  profession,  as  Columbus  gave  to  the  world  by  his  discovery 
of  another  continent.  And  this  discovery  was  the  result  of  sound  in- 
ductive reasoning ;  an  act  unattainable,  except  by  thorough  scholastic 
training.  Charles  Bell  has  not  merely  immorta^ijztjd  his  name,  but  has^^ 
given  us  a  fact  in  relation  to  the  structure  of  the  bervous  system,  which  " 
in  its  importance  to  pathology,  and  to  the  successful  treatment  of  a 
large  class  of  diseases,  may  yet  rival  the  discovery  of  Harvey.  Charles 
Bell  was  fitted  for,  and  directed  to  this  discovery,  by  great  preliminary 
attainments  in  science,  and  thorough  training  in  all  sound  learning. 

You  will  perceive  at  once  the  bearing  of  such  considerations,  on  the 
question  of  preliminary  requisites  in  the  pupils  of  medicine,  on  their  re- 
ception as  medical  students.  The  gist  of  the  whole  matter  is  comprised 
in  a  single  sentence,  contained  in  the  views  recently  presented  to  the 
profession  by  the  Medical  Faculty  of  Harvard  University.  Say  these 
gentlemen,  The  usefulness  of  a  medical  school  depends,  not  so  much 
on  the  length  of  its  session,  as  upon  the  amount  of  education,  preliminary 
and  ultimate,  which  it  requires  ;  the  fidelity  with  which  it  exacts  its  own 
professed  requisitions,  and  the  train  of  healthy  exertion,  active  inquiry,  and 
rigid,  methodical,  self-regulating  study,  to  which  it  introduces  its  pu- 
pils." I  am  not  aware  that  the  medical  schools  of  Vermont  will  suffer 
by  comparison  with  others  ;  yet  truth  demands  the  admission  that  no  in- 
considerable portion  of  the  graduates,  annually  furnished  to  the  profession 
by  our  medical  colleges,  are  very  indifferent  specimens  of  the  culture  we 
have  been  advocating.  If  the  ranks  of  our  profession  were  thin,  this 
evil  might  be  borne,  like  indifferent  bre.ad  in  the  absence  of  other  nutri- 
ment. But  while  they  are  full,  to  redundancy,  1  see  nothing  but  evi- 
to  the  community,  and  dishonor  to  the  profession,  in  such  pohcy.  The 
profession  of  medicine,  however,  is  not  too  full  for  the  admission  of  cul- 
tivated men  ;  and  it  is  the  province  of  this  Society  to  welcome  such  to 
its  ranks,  and  to  co-operate  with  kindred  associations  in  elevating  the 
standard  of  medical  education.  We  owe  to  the  medical  schools  the  ad- 
mission, that  while  they  are  not  irresponsible  for  the  character  of  their 
own  accredited  graduates,  there  is  a  primary  duty  belonging  to  the  pro- 
fession itself,  the  performance  of  which  is  indispensable  to  facilitate, 
perhaps  to  render  practicable,  a  sound  policy  on  the  part  of  the  schools. 
A  professor  in  one  of  our  own  colleges,  in  reply  to  animadversions  of 
this  character,  remarked,  "  that  until  the  profession  itself  would  discoun- 
tenance the  reception  of  unlettered  candidates  to  the  privilege  of  private 
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medical  instruction,  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  schools  to  prevent  the 
admission  of  many  such  to  their  own  privileges."  Though  I  doubt  its 
power  to  exonerate  the  schools,  the  profession  itself  deserves  the  rebuke. 

There  is  some  truth,  and  much  consolation,  in  the  doctrine,  that  titles 
of  honor  are  of  little  worth.  The  time  was.  when  the  doctorate,  in  all 
the  liberal  professions,  was  held  in  reserve,  as  the  meed  of  high  attain- 
ments and  efficient  service.  Now,  the  novice  in  medicine  seizes  at  once 
on  the  badge,  and  sports  it  as  jauntily  as  he  wears  his  cane.  In  the 
other  professions,  though  there  has  been  an  obvious  departure  from  the 
continence  of  earlier  times,  yet  doctors  of  divinity  and  doctors  of  laws 
are  not  often  blots  on  their  professions.  The  veteran  clergyman,  trained 
in  classic  and  sacred  lore,  and  worn  with  service,  yet  waits  with  pa- 
tience, or  acquiesces  with  cheerfulness,  in  the  delay  of  his  doctorate ; 
which  may  never  come.  And  yet  the  tyro  in  his  flock,  who  never  ex- 
pended, in  his  life,  the  tithe  of  vigorous  thought  which  his  ])astor  employs 
on  his  weekly  sermons — this  unfledged  tyro  is  a  doctor  of  medicine ! 
Are  these  things  just  to  others — or  creditable  to  oursc^lves  ?  But  I  am 
exceeding  the  limits  I  had  prescribed,  and  I  gladly  advert  to  another 
and  more  inviting  theme. 

The  proposal  to  distinguish  our  annual  meetings  with  a  public  dinner 
should  be  regarded  as  ominous  of  good  ;  thus  favoring  the  development 
of  the  social  and  moral  elements  indispensable  to  the  formation  of  ele- 
vated professional  character.  And  where  should  the  medical  practi- 
tioner, who  is  weary  with  toil,  or  disheartened  with  adversity,  find  appro- 
priate refreshment  and  encouragement,  if  not  in  fellowship  and  festive 
participation  with  minds  of  kindred  pursuits,  and  kindred  experience  in 
the  cares  and  duties,  and,  it  may  be,  in  the  discomfitures,  of  life  ? 
The  veteran  in  medicine,  who  has  slowly  and  honorably  won  his  way  to 
character  and  confidence,  should  be  here,  to  encourage  the  timid  and 
wavering  novice,  who  already  begins  to  distrust  his  own  ability  to  find 
his  way  either  to  confidence  or  usefulness.  The  honest  and  intelligent, 
though  unsuccessful  candidate  for  patronage,  shoidd  be  here,  to  gain 
comfort  in  the  array  of  "  good  men  and  true  "  he  will  meet,  in  like 
circumstances  with  himself.  In  his  encounter  with  men  of  his  own  pro- 
fession, he  may  acquire  the  tact,  which  is  all  he  needs,  to  gain  what  he 
already  deserves.  Let  the  victim  of  indolence,  prematurely  incrusted 
with  the  rust  of  his  own  unused  and  forgotten  acquirements,  be  here, 
and  by  wholesome  attrition  with  others,  fit  himself  to  repair  the  waste 
of  earlier  years.  Let  the  medical  misanthrope  be  here  ;  the  man  who 
has  been  made  such  in  unsuccessful  contest  with  popular  ignorance  and 
delusion  ;  who,  though  intelligent,  and  fair,  and  competent  himself,  has 
been  forced  to  succumb  to  palpable  ignorance,  or  skilful  fraud.  Let 
him  be  comforted.  We  can  solace  his  misanthropy  with  like  experiences, 
and  answer  him  with  "  sigh  for  sigh,  or  groan  for  groan."  The  mere 
trafficker  in  medicine,  no  matter  how  intelligent,  who  knows  no  higher 
purpose  of  skill  than  the  accumulation  of  fees  ;  no  higher  end  of  profes- 
sional reputation  than  the  attainment  of  wealth,  should  be  here.  Though 
an  eri'or  loci,  let  him  come.  His  presence  may  increase  our  reverence 
for  all  that  is  just,  and  true,  and  lovely,  and  of  good  report,  in  profes- 
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sional  character ;  though  he  himself  may  shrink  from  contact  with  Hbe- 
ral  minds,  and  find  himself  marked,  as  unworthy  the  liberal  profession 
he  invades. 


THE  LATE  DR.  ALLEN,  OF  VERMOiNT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  an  article  published  in  your  Journal,  Vol.  XLIIL,  pp.  489- 

90,  I  am  pained  to  observe  an  unnecessary  charge  against  one  whose  re- 
putation is  near  and  dear  to  me — the  more  so  that  he  is  himself  among 
those  of  whom  it  has  been  well  said — De  mortuis  nil,  nisi  bonum. 

The  assertion  of  a  grave  error  in  diagnosis,  with  the  broad  intimation 
that  this  was  due  to  a  superficial  examination,"  is  a  serious  charge  to 
bring  against  the  living — much  more  so  against  the  dead.  Among  those 
who  were  best  acquainted  with  Dr.  A.,  a  charge  of  this  kind,  supported 
by  the  questionable  observations  of  non-professional  friends,  will  be  re- 
ceived with  ill  grace  coming  from  one  evidently  anxious  only  to  show 
how  much  more  skilful,  in  diagnosis,  the  practitioner  of  three  or  four 
years  is,  than  he  of  thirty  or  forty  years'  standing.  This  can  be  fairly" 
deemed  the  scope  of  the  article  in  question  ;  for  the  author  actually 
forgets  to  inform  us  whether  the  patient  lived  or  died,  subsequent  to 
the  operation. 

May  I  suggest  that  when  Dr.  C.  reports  another  instance  of  his  re- 
markable skill  in  diagnosis,  he  display  towards  the  dead,  who  cannot  re- 
ply, a  similar  sense  of  propriety  that  he  does  to  the  "  neighboring  practi- 
tioner," and  to  the  "  distinguished  surgeon  of  a  neighboring  county,"  who 
it  appears  are  also  chargeable  with  less  acumen  than  himself.  J. 

Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  Jan.  31,  1851. 


FURTHERING  OF  CICATRIZATION  BY  A  DECOCTION  OF  OAK  BARK. 

BY  M.  GRUSELL. 

In  a  memoir  addressed  to  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences,  on  the 
application  of  galvanism  and  heat  in  the  treatment  of  cancer  and  ob- 
stinate ulcers,  and  which  was  referred  to  a  commission  composed  of  Mes- 
sieurs Magendie,  Andral  and  Pelouze,  the  author,  M.  Grusell,  has  an 
item  which  we  translate  for  our  readers.  Knowing  the  great  importance 
of  obtaining  the  prompt  cicatrization  of  wounds  after  the  excision  of 
cancerous  tumors,  and  having  tried  numerous  therapeutical  agents  for  the 
purpose,  he  has  observed  that  the  liquids  used  as  vehicles  of  medica- 
ments, or  the  aids  ordinarily  employed,  produce  bad  effects.  He  has 
lately  tried  the  docoction  of  oak  bark,  applied  by  means  of  charpie 
which  has  been  suspended  in  it  for  some  days.  He  allows  the  charpie 
thus  moistened  in  the  decoction,  to  dry  completely,  and  then  uses  it  as 
a  dressing  in  its  dry  condition.  He  says  that  he  has,  by  this  means, 
preserved  the  simple  condition  of  the  wound  until  it  has  cicatrized,  even 
when  there  was  a  disposition,  without  this  precaution,  to  an  unfavorable 
termination. — Philadelphia  I^ancet. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jottrnal. 

Sir, — The  foregoing  report — comprising  62  classes  and  3071  cases,  from 
Aug.,  1844,  to  Aug.,  1850 — gives  a  faithful  view  of  my  practice  for  six 
years,  as  taken  from  my  records,  and  I  present  it  with  the  hope  that  it 
may  be  useful  as  a  guide  to  those  medical  men,  who  may  not  have  had 
as  much  experience  in  the  use  of  this  agent.  It  will  serve  to  answer 
the  various  letters,  addressed  to  me  upon  the  subject  of  its  applicability 
in  many  of  the  cases  proposed  to  me.  I  should  be  most  willing  to  give 
the  modus  operandi,  &tc.,  in  the  foregoing  classes  of  cases,  in  a  series 
of  notes,  in  your  Journal,  if  desired,  as  I  have  no  secrets  to  keep  from 
the  profession,  and  shall  always  be  happy  to  give  personally  to  any  one 
of  the  regular  profession,  all  the  information  which  may  be  requested,  so 
far  as  my  experience  may  enable  me  to  do  so. 

Very  truly  your  ob't  serv't, 
19  Temple  Place,  Boston,  Jan.  22,  1851.  John  B.  Cross. 


EMPHYSEMA 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,] 

Two  communications,  that  have  recently  appeared  in  the  Boston  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal,  have  led  me  to  suppose  that  a  case  which  oc- 
curred in  my  practice  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1846,  may  not  be 
without  interest  to  the  profession,  especially  as  a  course  of  treatment  that 
was  adopted,  for  a  time,  promised  complete  success. 

An  aged  Irishman,  who  was  employed  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  then 
under  the  process  of  construction,  while  in  a  stooping  posture  received  a 
blow  from  a  fragment  of  rock  from  a  blast,  upon  the  lower  part  of  the 
left  scapula,  causing  a  comminuted  fracture  of  that  bone,  and  of  the  ribs 
beneath.  When  I  first  saw  him,  an  hour  after  the  accident,  he  was  faint 
and  weak,  with  shortness  of  breath  ;  yet  neither  he  nor  the  by-standers 
would  admit  that  he  had  received  any  material  injury.  After  manipulat- 
ing the  part  injured,  1  applied  my  ear  and  could  distinctly  hear  the  air 
pass  into  the  cellular  tissue,  with  a  sound  like  the  bursting  of  little  bub- 
bles. By  pressing  firmly  over  the  region  of  the  contusion  with  my  hand, 
I  could  prevent  the  air  from  escaping  through  the  opening,  and  give  re- 
lief to  the  breathing.  I  made  a  compress  of  the  vest  of  the  patient,  and 
binding  it  tight  with  a  leathern  belt,  1  took  the  man  into  my  carriage,  and 
carried  him  two  miles  to  his  home.  During  the  ride  he  complained  but 
little,  and  after  placing  him  in  bed,  he  said  he  should  not  remain  there 
long.  Bleeding,  cold  applications  to  the  seat  of  the  injury,  and  the 
usual  antiphlogistic  measures,  were  resorted  to,  and  for  two  days  the  man 
appeared  to  be  doing  well.  On  the  third  day  he  was  told  that  the  com- 
jpression  would  retard  the  union  of  the  scapula  and  ribs,  and  was  induced 
to  remove  it,  when  almost  immediately  he  experienced  great  difficulty 
in  breathing,  and  his  body  began  to  bloat.  After  this,  I  found  it  impos- 
sible to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  air,  and  shortly  the  entire  cellular  tis- 
sue was  distended  with  it.     My  friend,  Dr.  Drew,  saw  him  frequently 
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with  me,  for  the  few  days  that  he  survived  ;  and  ahhough  we  resorted  to 
free  and  repeated  punctures  through  the  skin  in  various  parts  of  the 
body,  yet  in  a  short  time  he  would  appear  as  though  the  skin  must  burst 
from  over-distention,  and  he  died  with  all  the  symptoms  of  suffocation. 

1  thought  then,  and  still  think,  that  had  the  compress  been  allowed  to 
remain,  he  might  possibly  have  survived  his  injuries. 

Waterbury,  Vt.,  Feb.  12,  1851.  C.  H.  Cleaveland,  M.D. 


OBSTRUCTED  MENSTRUATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  Dr.  John  H.  Weir,  relative  to  a  case 
of  obstructed  menstruation,  reported  on  page  492,  Vol.  XLIll.,  of  your 
Journal,  I  would  offer  the  following,  which  you  may  insert  or  lay  aside  at 
your  pleasure. 

The  age,  at  which  the  catamenia  appear  and  subside,  varies  so  much 
with  different  individuals,  that  onehiight  be  in  doubt,  whether  in  this  case 
the  secretion  had  ceased  by  the  limitation  of  nature,  or  been  obstructed  by 
diseased  action,  as  Mrs.  J.'s  age  is  not  given.  But  I  will  assume  the  latter 
to  be  the  case,  as  it  would  be  treating  Dr.  Weir  unfairly  to  do  other- 
wise. That  diseased  action,  or  some  change  in  the  system,  which  in 
many  cases  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  define,  produces  great  changes 
in  the  secretions  of  the  female  organs  of  generation,  every  careful  and 
experienced  physician  is  aware  ;  and  yet  the  plan  of  treating  such  cases 
would  vary  somewhat,  with  different  practitioners.  I  propose  to  give  a 
short  history  of  a  case  which  occurred  in  my  practice.  Mrs.  A.  was, 
prior  to  and  after  marriage,  in  perfect  health  ;  but  in  due  time  she  was  de- 
livered, at  different  times,  of  three  stillborn  children.  Her  confinements 
were  very  painful  and  protracted  ;  and  after  the  last  confinement  she  had 
an  attack  of  puerperal  fever,  attended  with  great  tumefaction  of  the 
abdomen,  and  inflammation  of  the  pelvic  viscera;  which  continued 
some  fourteen  days.  She  finally  recovered,  contrary  to  ray  expecta- 
tion ;  though  her  health  has  not  been  as  good  as  it  was  prior  to  her  bear- 
ing children.  About  12  months  after  her  last  confinement,  at  36  years 
of  age,  the  catamenia  ceased  ;  and  she  was  reluctantly  made  to  admit 
that  she  was  enceinte  ;  but  time  passed  on,  and  she  experienced  none 
of  the  other  symptoms  of  pregnancy.  Six  months  had  elapsed,  when  1 
was  consulted,  and  after  careful  inquiry,  and  repeated  observation,  I 
prescribed  tinct.  of  iodine,  chalybeates,  aloes,  tinct.  cantharides,  &lc.  &lc., 
without  any  return  of  the  secretion  ;  with  the  general  health  sometimes 
failing,  and  at  other  times  recruiting  a  little,  but  all  the  time  her  health 
was  such  as  to  allow  of  her  attending  to  her  household  affairs.  After 
continuing  treatment  a  few  months,  I  advised  to  suspend  further  medi- 
cation, and  wait  the  action  and  efforts  of  nature.  After  waiting  two 
years,  I  doubted  whether  there  ever  would  be  a  return  of  the  secre- 
tion ;  but  within  a  few  months  past  it  has  returned  as  formerly,  after 
an  absence  of  three  years.  That  the  menses  may  commence  at  a  very 
early  age,  is  certain.    I  had  a  patient  in  whom  that  secretion  commenced 
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at  the  age  of  eight  years  and  seven  months,  and  continued  thereafter ; 
and  it  might  as  reasonably  be  supposed  that  in  some  rare  instance  it 
would  cease  by  the  natural  decay  of  the  energies  of  the  system  at  36 
years,  as  to  come  at  the  early  age  just  cited. 

But  I  have  diverged  from  my  subject,  which  was  to  give  an  answer 
to  the  inquiries  propounded  by  the  writer  of  Mrs.  J.'s  case. 

Query  1st.  Did  the  inflammation  of  the  wound  cause  sloughing  of 
the  inner  surface  and  subsequent  adhesion  ? 

Answer. — From  the  history  of  the  case,  as  given  by  the  writer,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  it  did  not. 

Query  2d.  Does  the  catamenial  secretion  go  on,  and  is  it  absorbed 
by  the  womb  ? 

Answer. — I  think  not. 

Query  3d.  Should  an  attempt  be  made  to  open  the  ostium  ? 

The  answer  to  this  inquiry  will  be  my  answer  to  the  subsequent  inqui- 
ries. 1  should  make  no  attempt  to  force  an  opening  into  the  uterus, 
and  should  trust  the  case  to  the  efforts  of  nature.  At  the  same  time  1 
would  keep  an  eye  upon  my  patient,  to  guard  her  from  getting  too  low, 
before  treatment,  if  she  gets  into  a  decline  ;  and  if  she  is  hving  with  a 
husband,  I  should  regard  it  as  more  favorable  than  otherwise,  for  I  think 
the  use  of  the  organs,  good  and  cheerful  company,  parties  of  pleasure, 
rides  by  carriage,  steamboat  or  railway,  horseback  exercise,  with  agreea- 
ble dancing  parties,  he,  might  do  much  towards  restoring  the  secretion, 
by  giving  a  new  impulse  to  the  mind,  as  well  as  to  the  body  ;  for  what- 
ever impresses  the  mind  favorably,  has  a  corresponding  favorable  effect 
on  the  general  health  in  every  chronic  case. 

Milton,  Vt.,  Feb.  llth,  1851.  B.  Fairchild,  M.D. 


REPORT  OF  A  CASE  OF  DOUBTFUL  SEX. 

BY  WM.   D.   HASKINS,  M.D.,  RICHMOND  CITY. 

In  September,  1850,  I  examined,  by  request,  a  slave  belonging  to  a 
gentleman  in  Mecklenburg  county,  Virginia,  who  had  been  reported 
as  "  A  Curious  Case  of  Hermaphrodism,"  by  Dr.  S.  H.  Harris,  in  a 
communication  made  to  the  27th  number  of  the  American  Journal  of 
Medical  Sciences. 

In  the  lower  orders  of  organized  bodies  hermaphrodism  is  common  ; 
indeed,  in  vegetables  it  is  so  prevalent  as  to  have  led  some  to  suppose 
it  to  be  an  attribute  of  the  order  ;  and  the  more  nearly  the  other  class 
of  beings  approach  the  vegetable,  the  more  common  is  this  combination 
of  sex.  But  it  is  now  admitted  by  nearly  all  those  who  have  investi- 
gated the  subject,  that  no  such  phenomenon  ever  existed  in  the  human 
species  as  a  perfect  hermaphrodite,  although  there  are  numerous  in- 
stances of  preternatural  structure  which  give  the  appearance  of  a  dou- 
ble sex.  This  slave  I  found  to  be  an  instance  of  this  kind  ;  and, 
as  the  report  of  Dr.  Harris  was  calculated  to  produce  a  different  im- 
pression, I  have  thought  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  a  re-de- 
scription. 
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1  must  say,  in  justice  to  my  friend  Dr.  Harris,  that  the  examination 
which  I  was  enabled  to  make  was  much  more  satisfactory  than  the 
one  from  which  he  made  the  report.  His  having  been  made  at  a  time 
when  he  did  not  expect  it,  he  was  unprepared  with  instruments  to 
assist  him,  and  had  also  to  contend  with  the  reluctance  which  is  usually 
manifested  by  such  persons  to  have  their  real  situation  known.  In  this 
instance,  nothing  but  the  authority  of  a  master  whom  he  (adopting  the 
masculine  pronoun  when  referring  to  the  case)  greatly  feared  could  in- 
duce him  to  submit  to  an  examination. 

Anticipating  this  difficulty,  1  approached  him  in  a  different  manner 
from  that  resorted  to  by  Dr.  H.  I  met  him  alone,  as  it  were  acci- 
dentally, and  told  him  that  his  situation  had  been  described  to  me,  and 
1  doubted  not,  from  what  I  had  heard  of  it,  that  he  could  be  relieved, 
and  if  he  would  confide  in  me  I  would  promise  to  observe  the  strictest 
secresy.  By  this  mean^  I  succeeded  in  inspiring  him  with  confidence, 
and  arousing  a  hope  that  his  difficulty  could  be  removed,  whereupon  he 
became  communicative,  and  readily  submitted  to  an  examination. 

There  is  nothing  very  peculiar  in  his  appearance  that  would  arrest 
attention,  until  you  are  told  that^  there  is  some  doubt  as  to  his  sex, 
when  it  at  once  occurs  to  you  that  his  appearance  is  that  of  a  woman 
dressed  in  man's  apparel.  This  conviction  is  forced  upon  your  mind 
by  observing  his  stature  to  be  low,  frame  delicate,  hips  broad,  lower 
extremities  bent  or  inclined  inw^ards  at  the  knee-joints,  making  him 
knock-kneed,  gait  shuffling,  instead  of  the  firm,  strong,  elastic  step  of 
manhood,  face  perfectly  smooth,  exhibiting  no  trace  of  beard,  although 
he  is  now  21  years  old.  Opening  his  bosom,  I  found  the  mammae, 
although  not  exhibiting  the  plumpness  of  virginity,  as  well  developed 
as  you  ordinarily  see  them.  Upon  exposing  the  genital  organs,  how- 
ever, there  is  presented  a  very  curious  condition  of  things.  The  mons 
veneris  is  prominent  and  well  developed,  being  covered  with  hair  as  in 
the  female,  and  immediately  over  the  symphysis  pubis  is  situated  an 
organ  which  resembles  almost  exactly  a  dwarfish  penis.  It  is  about  an 
inch  long,  and  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  terminated  by  a  tubercle  cor- 
responding in  shape  and  appearance  with  the  glans  penis.  There  also 
appears  at  first  sight  to  be  the  orifice  of  an  urethral  canal,  properly  lo- 
cated in  the  glans,  but  upon  closer  examination  it  proves  to  be  the  ter- 
minus of  a  fissure  situated  on  the  inferior  surface  of  the  organ,  formed 
by  the  approximation  of  the  edges  of  w^iat  appears  to  be  the  nymphae, 
which  had  adhered  to,  and  were  stretched  over  it,  so  as  partly  to  contri- 
bute to  the  formation  of  a  preputial  covering. 

The  prepuce,  1  may  say  here,  also,  consisted  of  that  portion  of  the 
labia  majora  which  was  separated  by  the  root  of  the  organ,  as  well  as 
the  lower  portion  of  the  mons  veneris.  Drawing  back  this  organ  upon 
the  mons  veneris,  I  introduced  a  silver  probe  along  the  fissure  before 
alluded  to,  to  the  distance  of  about  an  inch  below  its  root,  where  the 
fissure  terminated  by  the  apparent  union  of  its  lips,  forming  a  cicatrix, 
which  resembled  somewhat  the  raphe  of  a  scrotum.  This  raphe  ex- 
tended to  what  should  have  been  the  position  of  the  posterior  commis- 
sure of  the  vulva  in  the  female.    Directing  my  attention  again  to  the 


Water-melon  Seed  as  a  Diuretic. 


59 


point  where  the  fissure  terminated,  1  endeavored  to  find,  with  a  probe, 
the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  which  I  supposed  existed  at  or  near  this  place  ; 
in  this  I  was  not  mistaken.  I  then  took  a  female  catheter,  and  intro- 
duced it  into  the  bladder,  and  there  escaped  through  it  about  a  teacupful 
of  urine.  Withdrawing  the  catheter  and  inserting  it  again,  at  a  point  a 
few  lines  below  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  I  gave  it  a  direction  down- 
wards, instead  of  that  of  the  urethral  canal,  and  found  no  difficulty  in  in- 
serting it  its  whole  length  into  a  cavity  where  its  point  could  be  freely 
moved  in  any  direction.  Taking  it  out,  the  lower  portion  was  filled 
with  a  dark-colored  fluid  resembling  blood,  and  I  doubt  not  was  the  men- 
strual fluid  which  had  there  accumulated. 

The  lower  portion  of  the  labia  externa  presented  a  rugose,  flaoby  ap- 
pearance, and  with  the  raphe  or  cicatrix  dividing  them,  resembled  very 
much  a  scrotum  deprived  of  testicles.  This  condition  of  the  labiae  was 
doubtless  produced  by  the  collection  behind  them  of  the  fluids  escaping 
from  the  womb,  causing  them  to  act  temporarily  as  the  outer  walls  of  a 
sac  containing  fluid,  the  pressure  of  which  varied  with  the  positions  of 
the  body.  There  was  evidently  a  considerable  quantity  of  this  fluid  in 
the  vagina  at  this  time,  as  was  indicated  by  the  height  to  which  the  ca- 
theter was  filled  when  withdrawn.  I  learned  from  the  individual  himself 
that  its  escape  from  the  vagina  was  irregular  and  depended  upon  the 
attitude  of  the  body,  the  only  outlet  being  the  small  orifice  just  beneath 
the  urethral  opening  through  which  the  instrument  was  introduced. 
There  were,  however,  regular  periodical  returns  of  all  those  symptoms 
which  accompany  menstruation,  and  so  marked  were  they  as  to  have  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  elder  female  servants  in  the  family.  I  also 
learned  from  him  that  his  penis  (as  he  supposed  it  to  be)  was  subject  to 
erections,  and  that  he  had  desires  for  the  female  sex,  but  had  been  de- 
terred from  attempting  connection  by  an  apprehension  that  his  deformity 
would  be  discovered.  As  regards  the  former  of  these  statements,  it  is 
not  at  all  inconsistent  with  our  knowledge  of  the  structure  of  the  clitoris  ; 
for  all  anatomists  have  described  it  as  consisting  of  erectile  tissues  like 
those  of  the  penis,  and  subject  to  similar  orgasms.  The  latter,  I  think, 
has  been  satisfactorily  accounted  for  by  Dr.  Harris,  who  supposed  it  to  be 
the  results  of  education  :  "  He  having  been  taught  from  childhood  up 
to  look  upon  himself  as  a  male,  now,  in  imitation  of  others,  deports  him- 
self as  such  to  the  other  sex." 

Thus  it  appears  that  this  "  curious  case  of  hermaphrodism  "  has  been 
deprived  of  all  its  mystery,  and  proved  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  case 
of  occlusion  of  the  vagina,  accompanied  with  hypertrophy  of  the  clitoris. 

An  operation  was  proposed  ;  but  when  I  informed  him  that  it  would 
entirely  change  his  assumed  sex,  and  make  him  a  woman,  he  opposed  it 
with  so  much  earnestness  that  it  was  not  insisted  upon. — The  Stethoscope. 


WATER-MELON  SEED  AS  A  DIURETIC. 

In  the  November  number  of  the  Charleston  Medical  Journal,  Dr.  Hook, 
of  St.  Matthews,  S.  C,  bears  strong  testimony  to  the  value  of  the  seed 
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of  the  water-melon  as  a  diuretic,  and  gives  a  very  interesting  case  illus- 
trative of  its  powers.  The  editors  of  the  Charleston  Journal  join  their 
testimony  with  that  of  Dr.  Hook,  and  we  are  able  to  corroborate  their 
favorable  opinion.  Dr.  Hook  recommends  that  two  ounces  of  the  seed 
be  bruised,  and  a  })int  of  boiling  water  poured  over  them.  After  cooling, 
one  gill  of  this  is  taken  at  a  dose,  and  in  this  way  is  not  only  a  demul- 
cent, but  an  excellent  diuretic. 

But  we  can  assure  Dr.  Hook  that  we  have  seen  much  finer  diuretic 
effects  from  the  formula  we  subjoin,  than  from  any  other  diuretic  we  have 
ever  used.  It  has  often  succeeded  when  all  others  failed.  In  I83S  we 
reported  in  the  predecessor  of  this  Journal,  a  very  remarkable  case  of 
suifering  in  the  kidneys  and  bladder,  in  which  the  calls  to  urinate  were 
almost  incessant  for  two  daj^s  and  nights,  and  only  one  or  two  drops  of 
urine  could  be  passed  at  a  time.  The  pain  complained  of  resembled 
that  described  as  an  attendant  upon  stone  in  the  bladder.  Hip  bathing, 
purgatives,  emetics,  opiates,  and  the  usual  round  of  diuretics,  failed  to 
give  any  relief.  The  patient  seemed  to  be  sinking  rapidly  under  the 
combined  effects  of  pain,  agitation,  vigilance  and  exhaustion.  The  anti- 
lithic  paste  was  then  resorted  to  for  the  first  time  by  the  writer,  and  in 
less  than  half  an  hour  after  it  was,  given  the  patient  was  easy,  and  slept 
for  several  hours.  The  kidneys  acted  freely,  and  all  suffering  ceased. 
Since  that  time  abundant  opportunities  have  presented  themselves  for 
the  use  of  this  paste,  and  its  effects  are  uniformly  all  that  the  physician 
and  patient  can  desire. 

The  formula  for  this  paste  was  taught  by  Prof.  John  E.  Cooke,  and 
he  gave  strong  testimony  to  its  value.  The  following  is  the  recipe  : — 
R.  Castile  soap,  |  iv.  ;  spermaceti,  §  viij.  ;  Ven.  turpentine,  5  vj.  ;  ol. 
aniseed,  5  iij. ;  turmeric,  3  ij. ;  honey,  q.  s.  Rub  the  soap  and  sper- 
maceti well  together  ;  then  add  the  turmeric  ;  after  rubbing  them  well, 
add  turpentine  and  ol.  aniseed  ;  and  sweeten  with  honey. 

Of  this  paste,  a  piece  the  size  of  a  nutmeg  is  given  two  or  three  times 
a-day.  The  diseases  in  which  it  is  most  useful  are  those  in  which  the 
mucous  membrane  is  involved.  There  is  a  species  of  hoarseness  which 
follows  inflammatory  action,  and  which  often  approaches  aphonia,  in 
which  this  paste  is  a  very  valuable  remedy. —  Western  Journal  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery. 


CASE  OF  ENCEPMALOID  DISEASE  OF  THE  KIDNEY. 

BY  W.  KICHOLS,  M.D.,  NEWARK,  N.  J. 

G.  D.,  aged  4.J  years,  of  a  rather  delicate  constitution,  large  head,  pale 
complexion,  blue  eyes,  lymphatic  temperament ;  has  had  no  illness  wor- 
thy of  notice,  excepting  hooping  cough,  about  sixteen  months  since. 
During  the  last  spring  he  was  observed,  at  times,  to  show  marks  of 
slight  indisposition,  and  to  droop  in  spirits  and  activity ;  from  which,  how- 
ever, he  would  rally  again — and  this  alternation  of  illness  and  apparent 
health  continued  during  half  the  summer ;  with,  however,  a  manifest  loss 
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of  flesh  and  strength.  In  the  latter  part  of  July,  the  parents  discovered 
a  swelling  of  considerable  size  in  the  abdomen,  and  my  attention  was 
called  to  the  case.  The  tumor  was  found  to  occupy  a  large  space  in 
the  abdomen,  extending  from  a  point  a  little  below  and  to  the  left  of 
the  epigastric  region,  where  it  was  most  prominent,  to  the  right  hypo- 
chondriac space,  which  it  entirely  filled  ;  thence  descended  to  the  right 
iliac  region,  and  again  returned  to  the  left  side  of  the  epigastrium,  with  a 
well-defined  edge,  slightly  concave  near  its  upper  part.  Little  pain  in 
the  tumor,  even  upon  firm  pressure- — no  discoloration  of  the  eyes — skin 
pale — no  (jedema  of  the  feet — digestive  functions  but  little  impaired. 
These  symptoms  hardly  warranted  us  in  assigning  the  disease  to  the  liver, 
although  its  locality  seemed  to  point  to  that  organ.  Prof  Parker,  of 
New  York,  upon  examining  the  case,  pronounced  it  encephaloid  cancer 
of  the  kidney,  corresponding  closely  to  two  cases  reported  by  him  in  the 
last  number  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine,  except  that,  unlike 
those,  this  case  was  not  preceded  by  any  eruptive  disease.  The  diag- 
nosis was  verified  by  a  gentleman  expert  in  microscopic  examination, 
who  discovered  encephaloid  matter  in  the  urine.  From  this  time,  the 
tumor  rapidly  increased  in  size  until  it  filled  more  than  half  the  abdomen 
— emaciation  became  great,  with  less  febrile  excitement,  and  less  im- 
paired condition  of  the  digestive  functions  than  might  have  been  expect- 
ed. Toward  the  last  of  his  illness,  the  urine,  which  had  been  quite 
natural,  both  in  appearance  and  quantity,  became  scanty,  and  at  times 
bloody  and  turbid — paroxysms  of  pain  were  felt  in  the  right  iliac  region, 
extending  to  the  groin  and  thigh — nausea  and  vomiting  of  bilious  matter 
— great  listlessness,  although  the  mental  faculties  were  unimpaired — and 
a  gradual  decay  of  vital  power,  which  ended  in  death  on  Sept.  14th. 

Autopsy. — Great  emaciation  of  the  body — the  tumor  was  found  to 
fill  the  greater  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  to  be  a  cancerous  affection  of 
the  right  kidney,  exhibiting  in  its  structure  the  marks  peculiar  to  what 
is  termed  encephaloid  disease.  It  weighed  four  and  a  half  pounds — 
was  of  an  irregular  oval  appearance  ;  grayish  color,  except  in  some  livid 
spots  where  suppuration  had  commenced  ;  was  firm  to  the  feel,  although 
containing  pus  in  some  parts  of  its  structure.  It  was  firmly  adherent 
to  the  peritoneum  and  liver,  and  some  of  the  intestines  by  bands  of 
false  membrane.  The  caput  coli  was  found  in  the  left  iliac  region, 
and  all  the  intestines  were  crowded  near  this  space.  The  left  kidney, 
and  all  the  other  abdominal  organs,  appeared  healthy,  except  that  the 
liver  was  considerably  shrunken  in  size. 

The  case  is  interesting,  inasmuch  as  it  shows  how  imperceptible  may 
be  the  invasion  of  disease  in  this  organ  ;  how  far  it  may  progress  without 
affecting  materially  the  general  health,  and  how  protracted  may  be  its 
course. — New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter. 
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EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

On  the  River  Nile — Monday,  Nov.  IS. — This  is  New-England  washing 
day,  and  has  been  properly  observed  on  board,  by  having  various  articles, 
thought  indispensable  to  respectable  appearance,  well  washed,  though  some 
of  the  pieces  look  forty  times  worse  for  the  operation.  Haule  I  up  to  the 
bank  last  evening,  quite  early,  in  a  lonely  spot,  near  a  millet  field — the 
desert  on  the  other  side.  An  Arab  and  his  wife  were  sitting  bv  a  grass 
fire,  at  the  side  of  a  hencoop,  roasting  millet  heads  in  the  em!)ers,  of 
which  they  invited  us  to  partake.  Two  children  were  sleeping  on  the 
bare  ground,  unconscious  of  the  excitement  caused  by  the  arrival  of  christian 
strangers.  The  nights  are  here  very  cold,  yet  the  middle  of  the  day  is 
like  the  first  of  August  in  Boston  and  its  neighborhood.  Hassan  is  again 
breaking  down — threatened  evidently  with  typhus  fever.  Most  of  the  crew 
live  in  the  up-country ;  one  is  from  Nubia ;  and  as  they  all  have  families  on 
the  way,  they  are  solicitous  to  move  ahead.  Their  pay,  when  they  succeed 
in  obtaining  employment,  is  only  S3, 50  per  month,  at  most.  They  go 
down  to  Cairo,  in  summer,  in  pursuit  of  jobs,  and  return  when  their  pockets 
are,  full  of  paras.    Ten  dollars  would  be  a  great  sum  to  return  with. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  19tk. — Various  amusing  incidents  have  occurred  since 
yesterday;  such  as  stopping  at  a  little  mud  village  on  the  side  of  one  of 
those  tremendously  big  mounds,  made  by  the  tumbling  down  of  old  human 
dwellings  on  the  same  spot,  for  twenty  centuries,  for  aught  I  know,  when 
three  bare-footed  old  Arabs,  one  with  a  long  rusty  spear,  marched  solemnly 
down  to  the  bank  and  demanded  7  cents,  port  charges,  for  being  within  the 
town's  jurisdiction,  they  being  the  night  guard  for  safety  while  there  !  The 
villagers  were  merry  people,  smoking,  singing  and  lounging.  The  females, 
generally,  were  decorated  with  heavy  bead  and  silver  bracelets  on  both 
arms — some  had  two  on  each,  with  large  strings  of  beads  round  their  necks, 
and  ear-rings  that  would  have  satisfied  a  savage.  We  passed,  to-day,  that 
low  range  of  ragged  limestone  rocks,  lying  in  sheets  of  about  four  feet  in 
thickness,  like  masonry,  called  Gabel  Jier,  where  tradition  says  the  birds 
used  to  hold  an  annual  congress,  on  the  west  side  of  which,  facing  the 
desert,  is  a  convent  of  Coptish  Monks.  As  the  boat  approached,  two  stout 
fellows,  stark  naked,  came  swimming  off  to  it,  begging  most  devoutly 
for  backsheish,  and  crossing  themselves  with  the  right  hand,  which 
on  both  of  them  was  minus  the  index  finger.  At  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we 
arrived  at  Minyeh,  another  great  mud  town,  the  residence  of  a  second 
governor,  and  the  locality  of  an  old  city,  connected  with  a  thousand  events 
of  transcendant  historical  interest,  but  which  cannot  be  introduced  here. 
The  streets  were  narrow,  as  usual  in  these  upstart  modern  cities  of  re-ju- 
vinated  Egypt — often  covered  over  head.  Individuals  of  the  same  pro- 
fession are  invariably  kept  together,  as  all  the  shoemakers  in  one  bazar, 
the  breadsellers  in  another ;  and,  with  perhaps  a  few  exceptions,  at  the 
end  of  each  is  a  big,  rickety,  wooden  gate,  which  is  closed  at  night.  Po- 
lice officers,  each  wearing  on  his  abdominal  front  a  pair  of  horse  pistols, 
are  always  sitting  at  shop  windows,  coffee-rooms,  and  smoking  quarters. 
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I  saw  one  tall  fellow  standing  in  a  by-place,  in  a  dignified,  self-complacent 
position,  armed  with  a  wooden  sword,  roughly  manufactured  too,  for  the 
knife-strokes  could  be  seen  two  rods  off.  Close  to  the  river,  on  the  west 
side,  is  a  sugar  manufactory,  a  favorite  establishment  of  the  late  Mohamet 
Ali,  now  in  full  operation,  having  beautiful  apparatus,  and  in  all  respects 
as  complete  as  that  at  East  Boston,  once  politely  shown  me  by  Mr.  Soule. 
The  sugar,  however,  is  made  from  the  cane,  and  better  specimens  of  loaf 
sugar  are  not  to  be  found  in  Europe  or  America.  The  workmen  are 
principally  French,  yet  there  is  a  large  sprinkling  of  Arabs — not  far  from 
100  in  number.  Sugar  cane  is  seen  flourishing  grandly  near  Gabel  Jier, 
and  so  on,  further  up,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  That  vile  and  reviled 
old  despotic  Mohamet  Ali  was  an  extraordinary  man,  whose  genius  and 
energy  were  never  surpassed  in  this  country,  from  the  Pharaohs  to  Abbas 
Pasha.  He  was  a  man  w^ho  would  have  left  the  impress  of  his  footsteps 
in  any  country  in  which  circumstances  might  have  placed  him. 

Nov.  20th. — Nothing  of  interest  has  transpired  since  yesterday.  The 
Reis  threshed  one  of  the  sailors  smartly  for  wandering  away  on  shore 
after  the  boat  started — and  immediately  after,  very  calmly  commenced  his 
devotions,  having  ascertained  from  me,  on  a  map,  the  direction  of  Mecca. 
Another  of  the  crew  fell  sick — and  having  a  native  hakeem  or  doctor  in 
their  number,  he  was  consulted,  and  I  was  permitted  to  witness  his  treat- 
ment. At  first  he  manipulated  the  sick  man's  head,  after  the  manner  of 
the  animal  magnetizers ;  then  stroked  the  scalp  forward,  to  make  as  large 
a  wrinkle  as  possible  on  the  forehead,  which  he  pinched  violently,  and 
then  bit  it  through  the  folds  of  a  cap.  He  next  jerked  the  man's  head 
forcibly,  from  one  side  to  the  other,  and  then  rubbed  the  poor  fellow's  ears 
at  a  fearful  rate.  The  spine  was  next  rubbed  with  tepid  vvater,  and  hot 
water  poured  into  the  canals  of  both  ears.  Lastly,  in  a  gentle  manner, 
with  the  tip  of  a  finger  dipped  in  the  tepid  water,  the  navel  was  touched. 
Ali  Mahomed  was  then  permitted  to  lie  down ;  and  at  the  moment  of 
writing  this,  he  is  improving,  the  mulling  or  kneading  of  the  body  having 
had  a  good  effect.  Opposite  the  celebrated  tombs  of  Beni  Hassen,  of 
which  Mr.  Gliddon  has  given  so  vivid  a  description,  we  stopped  at  a  village 
to  make  purchases.  When  the  inhabitants  discovered  that  there  was  a 
doctor  in  the  company,  they  besought  me  to  visit  a  hut  where  a  man  was 
prostrated  with  disease.  This  afforded  me  a  rare  opportunity  of  viewing 
the  interior  of  an  Arab  dwelling,  which  under  any  other  circumstances 
could  not  have  been  effected.  A  more  comfortless  place  could  hardly  be 
found.  Had  I  remained  all.  day,  I  could  have  busily  occupied  myself  by 
attending  to  the  calls  for  advice.  Some  of  the  people  had  singular  diffi- 
culties, which  the  art  of  medicine  could  not  relieve. 

Nov.  21st. — This  day  has  not  been  productive  of  incidents ;  the  region 
through  which  we  are  passing  is  monotonous,  and  destitute  of  objects  of 
historical  interest.  The  eastern  desert  comes  quite  to  the  water  in  many 
places,  as  dreary  as  possible  in  aspect,  there  not  being  a  sprig  of  vegeta- 
tion to  relieve  the  eye.  In  the  course  of  a  morning  walk  of  about  two 
miles,  an  opportunity  was  afforded. of  inspecting  the  fields  of  sugar  cane, 
millet,  and  some  small  patches  of  tobacco  and  beans.  Farming,  at  this 
particular  season,  mainly  consists  in  raising  water  from  the  Nile  in  leather 
buckets  or  baskets,  and  in  distributing  it  over  the  land,  in  raised  mud 
trenches.  It  is  a  laborious  service — the  men  mostly  naked.  The  sense 
of  shame  seems  unknown  to  these  hard-working  fellahs.  Boys  and  girls, 
ten  years  of  age,  are  often  seen  in  villages,  utterly  clothless.    I  saw  fish 
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caught  to-day  in  a  novel  manner.  A  kind  of  basket  was  suddenly  plung- 
ed, inverted,  into  the  muddy  stream,  close  to  the  bank;  the  lad  then  run 
his  arm  through  a  hole  in  search  of  prisoners — seldom  failing  to  catch  two 
or  three  each  time.  This  trivial  affair  demonstrates  how  well  the  Nile  is 
stocked  with  fish.  Their  variety  as  well  as  abundance  is  quite  astonish- 
ing. Several  young  camels  were  also  seen  on  shore.  Youth  adds  nothing 
to  the  beauty  of  that  ugly-formed  animal,  so  admirably  organized,  however, 
for  these  everlasting  deserts  now  in  plain  view.  To-day  the  Dom  Palm 
is  seen  growing — its  nearest  approach  to  lower  Egypt ; — it  is  a  native  of 
the  hot  interior  of  Africa.  Crocodiles  come  no  lower  down  the  river  than 
where  these  observations  are  written,  viz.,  opposite  the  range  of  Gebel 
Aboofadee — where  square  door-ways  are  perceived,  leading  to  extensive 
grottoes,  which  belong  to  a  series  of  labyrinths  in  this  neighborhood,  where 
dogs  and  cats  were  stored  as  sacred  mummies.  By  looking  at  a  map  of 
the  Nile,  you  will  perceive  I  am  not  far  from  the  great  town  of  Manfaloot^ 
where  the  Arabs  say  Lot  was  exiled. 

Friday,  Nov.  22d. — Nothing  has  been  accomplished  to-day,  for  want  of 
wind.  The  river  is  exceedingly  tortuous,  and  although  the  boat  has  tra- 
versed several  miles,  we  have  actually  moved  but  little  in  a  right  line.  In 
the  early  part  of  last  evening,  pa'ssed  the  town  of  Manfaloot,  located  on 
lofty  mounds  of  rubbish,  the  unmistakable  evidences  of  the  site  of  a  great 
town  or  city,  earlier,  possibly,  than  the  birth  of  Abraham.  The  never-idle 
Nile  is  now  washing  it  away  so  rapidly  that  no  memorial  of  it  will  be 
found  a  few  years  hence.  Opposite,  on  the  Arabian  side,  are  the  mummy 
crocodiles.  Here,  or  rather  back  of  the  town,  is  where  Mohamet  Ali 
mustered  his  army  for  the  march  to  the  Morea,  at  a  place  called  Beni 
Adee,  at  the  very  verge  of  the  Libyan  desert.  Prodigious  flocks  of  wild 
geese,  perfectly  white,  are  seen  to-day — but  too  far  off  for  a  shot.  They 
post  sentinels,  when  on  an  island,  discernible  vvith  the  unassisted  eye,  and 
fly  in  precisely  the  same  order  they  do  in  our  country.  The  peasants  are 
here  planting  melon  seeds. 

Saturday,  Nod.  23d. — At  Osioot,  a  city  of  20,000  inhabitants,  the  ancient 
Sycopolis,  where  wolves  were  worshipped,  a  little  distance  back  of  the 
town  the  entrances  to  the  catacombs  of  sacred  animals  are  seen,  which  are 
to  be  inspected  on  our  return  down  the  river.  The  land  has  made  off 
nearly  two  miles  from  the  city — across  which  the  traveller  rides  on  a  don- 
key, on  the  top  of  a  high  dyke.  At  the  gate  of  entrance  the  police  are 
stationed,  and  the  principal  authorities  were  seated  on  each  side  of  a 
bridge,  gravely  smoking,  as  we  passed  along.  All  the  streets  very  much 
resemble  those  of  Cairo,  and  are  closed  at  each  end  by  a  wooden  door  at 
night.  The  bazars,  or  markets,  are  precisely  after  the  pattern  every  where 
met  with  in  Egypt.  Grain  merchants  were  sitting  by  the  side  of  huge 
piles  on  the  bare  ground,  smoking  for  customers,  as  were  all  other  dealers, 
from  the  woman  who  sells  a  handful  of  dates  to  the  farmer  of  the  reve- 
nues. Fields  were  finely  watered,  and  therefore  excellently  well  culti- 
vated, in  the  vicinity.  This  is  the  residence  of  the  governor  of  Upper 
Egypt,  who  has  a  palace,  with  ample  accommodations  for  the  display  of  a 
great  officer's  appurtenances  of  state.  A  poor  prisoner,  with  a  heavy  iron 
chain  around  his  neck,  and  both  hands  locked  into  a  block  of  wood,  passed 
us  under  gtiard.  The  donkey-driver  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  would 
be  shot.  Many  of  the  houses  of  Osioot  are  of  coarse,  large  burnt  brick, 
which  have  the  appearance  of  having  figured  a  hundred  times,  in  one  edi- 
fice after  another,  within  the  last  2000  years  !   They  are  all  flat  on  the 
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top,  with  few  or  no  windows,  and,  what  strikes  the  stranger  as  being  ex- 
ceedingly curious,  is  the  fact  that  the  doors  generally  have  a  bolt  on  the 
outside — a  heavy,  wooden  sliding-piece,  which  the  last  of  the  family  who 
goes  out  ^ives  a  slide — no  one  ever  presuming  to  enter  a  portal  thus  fast- 
ened. We  saw  a  flock  of  wild  geese  passing  over  head  to-day,  that  proba- 
bly extended  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half.  Here  purchases  of  fresh  pro- 
visions were  made,  and  away  we  sailed  for  Thebes  with  a  promising 
breeze. 

Sunday,  Nov.  2^th. — Hauled  up  at  a  small  date-tree  village,  just  after 
dark,  where  the  noise  of  a  drum,  made  by  stretching  a  skin  over  the  mouth 
of  an  earthen  pot,  together  with  the  blaze  of  a  grass  fire,  induced  us  to 
take  a  lantern  and  examine  the  premises.  After  some  windings  over  great 
heaps  of  rubbish,  indicating  the  localities  of  ancient  towns  and  cities,  we 
entered  a  roofless  enclosure,  where  a  middle-aged  woman  was  beating  the 
tom-tom,  squatted  in  the  dust  and  ashes,  surrounded  by  half  a  dozen  young 
girls,  who  sang  and  beat  time  by  clapping  their  hands — a  custom  that  ex- 
isted when  Herodotus  visited  Egypt.  Occasionally  they  gave  a  simulta- 
neous kind  of  warbling.  A  few  gravely-smoking  Arabs  sat  by  the  side  of 
a  wall,  in  the  dark,  lookinof  on,  with  apparent  delight.  This  was  said  to 
be  the  celebration  of  a  fellah  marriage.  Not  far  from  here,  is  a  certain 
wonderful  stone,  visited  by  females,  from  a  conviction  that  it  exercises  an 
influence  in  making  them  the  happy  mother  of  many  children.  It  is  curi- 
ous to  observe,  that  with  all  the  poverty,  and  moral,  religious  and  political 
degradation  of  these  people,  a  numerous  ofTspring  is  desired  above  all  other 
blessings.  The  more  one  has,  the  more  important  is  he  in  society.  Our 
dragoman  says  a  friend  of  his,  at  Thebes,  has  had  45,  viz.,  25  sons  and  20 
daughters,  by  three  living  wives.  We  have  passed  Gowel  el  Keber  to-day — 
the  ancient  Antaeopolis — which  is  worth  reading  about  in  any  of  the 
Gazetteers  of  the  old  Avorld.  Within  a  few  hours  we  have  entered  the 
borders  of  the  Thebiad  of  the  old  geographers  of  Egypt.  For  the  first 
time,  the  wind  blows  severely  enough  to  see,  at  a  little  distance  from  the 
desert,  that  sand  is  fairly  flying  in  the  air.  Excellent  water-melons,  musk- 
melons,  string  beans,  tomatoes,  squashes,  peppers,  &c.,  are  to  be  had  in  the 
bazars.  Green  Indian  corn  is  in  the  milk,  and  sold,  roasted,  by  poor 
women. 

Monday,  Nov.  2btk. — Passed  Akhmeim,  the  site  of  one  of  the  oldest 
cities  in  the  Thebiad ;  and  Chemmis,  or  Panopolis,  where  stood  a  famous 
temple  of  Pan.  While  penning  this  paragraph,  there  is  seen  the  great 
town  of  Girgeh,  of  christian  origin,  the  location  of  the  oldest  Eoman  con- 
vent in  Egypt.  The  Moslem  minarets  have  a  pretty  appearance,  in  the 
distance,  overtopping  the  swaying  palms.  The  bold  headland  rocks  of  the 
Arabian  desert,  the  wall  that  keeps  the  Nile  in  its  bed,  at  this  particular 
place  dip  fairly  into  the  water,  and  by  the  deep  furrows  worn  in  them  at 
the  base,  show  how  firmly  they  have  withstood  encroachments  up  their 
arid  domain  beyond. 


Blackman  on  the  Reduction  of  Strangulated  Hernia. — We  have  receiv- 
ed from  the  author.  Dr.  Geo.  C.  Blackman,  of  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  a  pamph- 
let of  62  pages  on  the  "  Reduction  of  Strangulated  Hernia  in  mass." 
This  interesting  and  practical  essay  first  appeared  in  the  American  Jour- 
nal of  the  Medical  Sciences,  in  1846,  and  has  since  been  entirely  re-writ- 
ten, and  published  in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine.  It  was  our 
impression  that  strictures  in  the  hernial  sac  did  not  occur  so  often,  and 
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particularly  when  the  hernia  is  so  easily  reduced,  as  in  the  cases  mentioned 
by  Dr.  Blackman.  It  certainly  demonstrates  the  necessity,  in  cases  of  ob- 
scure strangulation,  of  being  watchful  over  our  patients,  until  the  time  of 
danger  is  past.  In  fact,  from  the  details  in  the  treatise  of  Dr.  Black- 
man,  it  would  seem  to  be  always  proper,  in  doubtful  cases  of  strangulation 
of  the  bowels,  immediately  to  have  resort  to  the  knife.  Forty-six  examples 
are  given  of  the  reduction,  "  en  masse,^^  of  hernial  tumors,  which  followed 
the  application  of  the  taxis,  twenty  of  which  were  operated  upon  with  the 
knife  afterwards,  and  eleven  of  them  recovered,  notwithstanding  the  dis- 
advantages they  labored  under  from,  the  dela}-  of  the  operation.  We  have 
read  Dr.  Blackman's  treatise  with  much  pleasure,  and  hope  soon  to  find 
room  to  present  a  portion  of  it  to  our  readers. 


State  Lunatic  Hospital. — The  ISth  annual  report  of  the  trustees  and 
superintendent  of  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  has  been 
received.  We  learn  from  it  that  there  were  429  patients  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  past  year  ;  that  241  patients  were  admitted,  and  229  discharged  ; 
that  670  persons  thus  became  inmates  during  the  year,  441  remaining  at 
its  close, — making  the  average  for  the  year  of  440  patients.  The  Hospital 
is  fitted  to  accommodate  375  patients  only,  yet  the  superintendent  has  been 
obliged  to  find  room  for  new  comers,  and  consequently  all  must  have  been 
crowded.  The  late  calamity  which  occurred  at  the  Insane  Hospital  in 
Maine,  is  properly  touched  upon  by  the  trustees,  and  it  will  no  doubt  re- 
lieve the  m.inds  of  those  who  have  friends  in  the  Hospital  at  Worcester,  to 
know  that  every  means  for  their  security  from  fire^  is  carefully  provided 
for.  Dr.  Chandler  pays  a  most  feeling  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of 
the  late  superintendent,  Dr.  Woodward,  and  his  biography  occupies  a  large 
part  of  the  report.  Dr.  Woodward  was  truly  a  remiarkable  man,  and  the 
records  of  the  institution  over  which  he  so  satisfactorily  presided  for  many 
years,  will  ever  show  this.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  his  successor  in 
office  partakes  of  the  same  good  qualities,  and  is  universally  liked  by  the 
trustees,  as  well  as  the  patients  under  his  charge. 


Dr.  J.  M.  Smithes  Address. — The  anniversary  address  before  the  New 
York  Academy  of  Medicine,  by  Dr.  Joseph  M.  Smith,  has  been  received. 
It  is  an  able  and  well-written  discourse,  evincing  a  highly-cultivated  mind, 
and  a  noble  and  generous  heart.  The  "  soldier,"  which  forms  the  topic  of 
the  address,  receives  from  the  learned  doctor  a  tribute  of  honor  and  respect 
that  is  justly  deserved.  We  have  the  elements  of  true  courage  and  hero- 
ism in  the  soldier  faithfully  portrayed,  both  in  the  conflict  with  his  fellow- 
man,  and  that  of  his  greater  enemy,  death  !  War  is  ever  to  be  deprecated  ; 
and  in  our  advancement  of  science,  its  munitions  should  be  so  destructively 
improved,  that  it  would  deter  the  most  valorous  men  from  engaging  in  it. 


Dr.  Lambert's  Anatomical  Plates. — Dr.  T.  S.  Lambert  proposes  to 
publish  a  series  of  Anatomical  and  Physiological  drawings,  after  the  style 
of  Bougery  and  Jacobs,  nineteen  of  which  are  to  be  exact  copies.  The 
first  three  are  now  ready,  and  are  really  correct  and  life-like.  If  there  be 
any  difference  between  them  and  Bougery's,  it  is  that  those  of  Dr.  Lam- 
bert are  more  highly  finished  and  colored.  What  astonishes  us  most,  is 
the  very  low  prices  at  which  they  are  to  be  supplied.  It  will  liardly  be 
believed  that  twenty-jive  of  them  are  to  be  sold  at  the  extremely  low  price 
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of  six  dollars.  Upon  such  reasonable  terms,  it  is  hoped  that  all  the  teachers 
of  our  schools,  where  anatomy  and  physiology  are  taught,  will  procure 
copies.  Dr.  Lambert  is  an  enemy  to  quackery  in  all  its  forms,  and  takes 
this  method  of  giving  the  people  an  opportunity  of  becoming  a  little  ac- 
quainted with  their  organization,  that  they  may  understand  in  whose  hands 
such  a  beautiful  and  intricate  structure  should  be  placed  when  diseased.  Dr. 
Lambert  has  our  thanks  for  the  superb  copies  sent  us  ;  and  when  the  rest  of  ^ 
the  series  are  received,  it  vvill  afford  us  much  pleasure  in  speaking  more 
particularly  of  them,  and  in  the  terms  which  they  may  merit. 


The  Diary  of  a  Tobacco  Smoker  and  Chewer. —  We  have  received  a  little 
pamphlet,  published  by  Damrell  &  Moore,  of  this  city,  which  is  said  to  be 
the  veritable  diary  of  the  Rev.  Solomon  Spittle.  The  dedication  is  from 
the  pen  of  Dr.  Ziba  Sproule,  who  states  that  he  made  the  post-mortem 
of  Spittle,  and  thinks  there  is  no  doubt  that  his  death  was  "  Phthisis, 
caused  by  the  inordinate  use  of  tobacco."  Spittle  leaving  a  widow^  with 
three  children,  in  destitute  circumstances,  the  benevolence  of  Dr.  Sproule 
is  excited  in  their  behalf,  and  consequently  he  has  her  late  husband's  diary 
published,  and  he  earnestly  wishes  every  one  to  contribute  to  her  relief,  by 
the  purchase  of  a  copy.  It  is  rather  humorous,  and  doubtless  contains 
some  truth  as  well  as  humor.  The  peculiar  feature  about  it,  is,  that  every 
one  will  take  much  pleasure  in  reading  it,  and  many  perhaps  may  be  con- 
vinced that  if  the  practice  of  chewing  tobacco  is  not  hurtful,  it  is  really  a 
very  nasty  habit. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  James  N.  Austin,  late  of  Virginia,  has  been 
appointed  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  in  the  medical 
department  of  Georgetown  College. — A  child  died  in  Baltimore,  on  Friday 
morning,  from  the  effects  of  laudanum,  furnished  by  an  apothecary,  instead 
of  paregoric. — A  petition  has  been  forw^arded  to  Congress,  signed  by  a 
large  number  of  Americans  in  Havana,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
hospital  for  American  seamen  in  Havana. 


Errata. — On  page  18,  in  Dr.  Jewett's  case,  the  name  "Warner"  should  have  been  spelt 
Warmer;  and  on  page  19,  line  6th,  "possibility"  should  red^A  probability. 


Suffolk  District  Medical  Society. — The  monthly  meetnig  for  medical  improvement  of 
this  Society  takes  j)!aee  on  Saturday  evening  next,  Feb.  22d,  at  7  o'clock,  at  their  rooms,  Masonic 
Temple. 


Married, — At  Fairhaven,  Dr.  William  Bass,  of  Middlebury,  Vt.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  the  late  Thomas  Atwood,  Esq.,  of  Plymouth,  Mass. — At  South  Berwick,  Me.,  on  the  13th 
inst.,  Ezra  Bartlett,  M.D.,  to  Mrs.  Eleanor  A.  Hubbard,  of  S.  B.— At  Floral  College,  Robeson 
Co.,  N.  C,  Dr.  Hector  McNeill,  of  Clio,  S.  C,  to  Elizabeth  H.,  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel 
Jewett. 


Died, — In  this  city,  of  consumption,  John  Spence,  jr.,  M.D.,  aged  33  years. — In  Bradford,  Vt,, 
Dr.  Lockhart  Wright,  aged  79  years  and  3  months. 


Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Saturday'  noon,  Feb.  15,  84. — Males,  38 — females,  46. 
Accidental,  1 — apoplexy,  1 — disease  of  the  bowels,  2 — consumption,  14 — convulsions,  6 — canker, 
1 — croup,  3 — debility,  \ — dysentery,  3 — dropsy,  2 — dropsy  of  the  brain,  2 — erysipelas,  2— fever, 
1 — typhus  fever,  1 — scarlet  fever,  2 — lung  fever,  6— brain  fever,  1 — hooping  cough,  2 — disease  of 
the  heart,  2 — infantile,  4 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — marasmus,  2 — measles,  7 — old  age,  2 — 
palsy,  1 — puerperal,  6 — purpura,  1 — smallpox,  2 — disease  of  spine,  1 — teething,  2 — tumor,  1  — 
unknown,  2. 

Under  5  years,  41 — between  5  and  20  years,  9 — betv/een  20  and  40  years,  18 — between  40  and 
60  years,  8 — over  60  years,  8.    Americans,  40  j  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  44. 
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Medical  Men  in  California  and  Australia. — Dr.  Sealy  concludes  a  let- 
ter as  follows,  in  the  London  Lancet,  respecting  the  profession  in  these 
two  countries  "  Such  is  the  true  state  of  California.  For  God's  sake, 
Mr.  Editor,  dissuade  every  one  from  coming  here,  for  it  is  a  hell  upon 
earth  ;  and  if  money  is  to  be  made  here  occasionally,  it  is  hardly  earned, 
by  the  sacrifice  of  health,  comfort  and  quiet.  It  is,  however,  better  than 
the  colonies;  there  is  no  money  there ;  nothing  but  a  fine  climate,  and 
plenty  to  eat  and  drink.  Let  no  medical  man  who  can  get  bread  and 
cheese  at  home  go  to  Sydney,  Port  Phillip  or  Adelaide,  or  he  will  most 
likely  have  to  turn  bullock-driver,  as  more  than  half  do,  and  get  lost  for 
ever.  Too  many,  alas  !  are  deluded,  to  their  temporal  and  eternal  ruin, 
by  being  induced  to  go  out  as  surgeons  to  emigrant  ships.  The  scenes  I 
have  witnessed  of  well-educated,  respectable  young  men,  in  rags,  were 
fearful  to  behold." 


Collodion  applied  to  Burns. — Dr.  Liman,  of  Berlin,  states  that  he  has 
found  collodion  a  most  excellent  application  to  burns.  He  has  applied  it 
in  many  cases  with  the  best  results.  He  states  that  it  allays  the  smart- 
ing, forms  a  protective  covering,  which  excludes  the  action  of  the  air, 
and  is  so  exactly  adapted  to  all  parts  that  no  other  dressing  is  required. 
The  first  application  is  attended  with  some  pain,  but  is  soon  followed  by 
alleviation  of  the  sufTering,  and  the  cure  proceeds  steadily  without  pain. 
Dr.  Liman  applied  the  collodion  with  a  camel-hair  pencil,  covering  the 
entire  surface,  and  daily  re-applying  it  to  the  fissures  and  uncovered  parts. 
Dr.  Liman  relates  one  case  in  which  it  was  applied  in  an  extensive  burn 
with  immediate  advantage,  and  ultimately  a  speedy  cure,  witbout  remain- 
ing contractions  of  the  integuments. — Casper's  Wochensckrift, 


M.  Royer-Collard. — Died  lately,  at  Paris,  in  his  47th  year.  Dr.  Hippo- 
lyte  Royer-Collard,  Professor  of  Hygiene  in  the  Faculty  of  Paris.  The 
name  of  the  deceased  has  been  long  know;n  to  men  of  science  in  Europe. 
The  French  journals  are  filled  with  maudli  i  sentimental  orations  deliver- 
ed over  his  grave,  but  they  give  no  biographical  account  of  him  or  his 
labors.  He  was  born  to  comparative  wealth,  and  the  great  stimulus  to 
exertion- — necessity,  which  has  carried  forward  others  to  the  highest  rank 
in  the  profession,  did  not  exist  in  his  case.  M.  Royer-Collard  has  filled 
the  professorship  of  Hygiene  in  the  Faculty,  and  has  died  in  the  prime  of 
life,  regretted  by  his  colleagues  and  pupils. — London  Med.  Gazette. 


Velocity  of  the  Galvanic  Current  in  the  Electric  Telegraph. — It  was 
stated  by  the  Earl  of  Rosse,  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society, 
that  some  experiments  had  been  recently  made  in  France  to  determine 
the  velocity  of  the  galvanic  current  in  the  electric  telegraph,  and  the  result 
was  that  this  velocity  had  been  greatly  overrated.  It  has  been  found  not 
to  exceed  a  rate  of  from  11,000  to  28,000  miles  in  a  second  of  time. — Ibid. 


The  registration  of  the  medical  students  attending  the  metropolitan 
schools,  has  been  concluded  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  London.  1116  stu- 
dents have  been  registered  for  the  medical  session  1850-51,  the  largest 
number  since  the  session  1842-43.    Of  these,  371  are  new  students. 
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ON  THE  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  ASTHMA. 

From  a  Lecture  delivered  at  King's  College  Hospital,  London,  by  R.  B.  Todd,  M.D.,  F.R.S. 

Physician  to  the  Hospital. 

What  is  Asthma  ? — I  shall  answer  this  question  by  stating  first  that  it 
cannot  be  properly  called  a  disease  of  the  lungs — in  other  words,  its 
primary  seat  is  not  in  the  lungs  :  it  may  be  defined  to  be  a  constitutional 
disease,  which  manifests  itself  by  paroxysms  of  difficult  breathing,  with 
intervals  of  various  duration,  in  which  the  patient  is  completely  or  nearly 
in  a  healthy  condition. 

Let  us  look  at  the  more  prominent  points  in  the  clinical  history  of 
asthma,  and  inquire  how  far  we  may  found  upon  them  an  explanation 
of  its  pathology. 

The  way  in  which  the  uncomplicated  asthmatic  attack  commences  is 
generally  this.  A  patient,  we  will  say,  goes  to  bed  quite  well :  soon 
afterwards  he  finds  a  difficulty  of  breathing  come  on  ;  he  cannot  lie 
down  ;  he  cannot  go  to  sleep  ;  the  dyspnoea  increases,  and  the  attack 
becomes  confirmed  :  or,  what  is  very  often  the  case,  he  goes  to  sleep 
quite  well,  and  wakes  in  an  hour  or  two  with  the  attack  on  him.  When 
once  formed,  the  asthmatic  paroxysm  continues  for  some  time,  and  passes 
off  generally  with  some  cough  and  expectoration,  but  sometimes  without 
either.  The  time  of  its  duration  is  very  variable  :  sometimes  it  lasts  only 
a  few  hours,  sometimes  many  days. 

When  sufl^ering  form  the  attack  the  patient  cannot  he  down.  All 
asthmatics  show  an  instinctive  repugnance  to  the  horizontal  posture, 
while  the  attack  is  on  ;  and  even  in  the  intervals  of  the  attacks  they 
like  to  lie  highland  seldom  lie  quite  flat:  generally  they  are  content 
with  sitting  up  in  bed  or  on  a  chair,  or  they  niay  sometimes  move  about 
the  room.  The  coachman  of  a  neighbor  of  mine  some  years  ago  suf- 
fered so  much  from  a  paroxysm  of  asthm.a,  which  resisted  all  treatment, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  stand  leaning  forward  on  a  table  for  three  days ; 
and  in  this  erect  posture  he  passed  the  whole  of  this  time :  at  last  he  be- 
came so  exhausted  that  he  was  obliged  to  sit  dov^n  from  sheer  inability 
to  support  himself  The  erect  or  semi-erect  posture  is  no  doubt  preferred 
because  it  enables  the  muscles  of  respiration  to  act  with  greater  freedom, 
and  with  more  mechanical  power. 

These  attacks  are  very  much  influenced  by  weather,  particularly  cold 
and  damp,  and  by  locality,  as  high  or  low,  humid  or  dry,  relaxing  or  brac- 
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ing :  and  there  is  a  remarkable  caprlciousness  in  these  respects,  some 
persons  liking  a  low,  damp,  smoky  situation  ;  some  a  high,  dry,  and  clear  ; 
that  which  is  flital  to  one  case  will  be  the  very  best  thing  to  another,  and 
one  person  will  be  well  where  another  cannot  live.  Sometimes  persons 
living  in  London,  and  wishing  to  try  the  neighborhood,  will  ask  you, 
*'  Shall  I  go  to  Clapham,  or  shall  I  go  to  Highgate — will  a  high  or  a  low 
situation  be  the  best  for  me  ?"  Now  this  is  a  question  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  answer  with  certainty  ;  for  very  often  that  which  would  seem  the 
worst  will  turn  out  the  best.  I  have  known  asthmatics  better  on  the 
banks  of  the  Thames  than  anywhere  else  ;  on  the  other  hand,  I  have 
known  some  greatly  relieved  by  going  to  a  high  situation.  Dr.  Watson 
has  some  interesting  remarks  on  this  subject  in  his  valuable  lecture  on 
asthma,  and  relates  some  curious  cases  in  illustration  of  the  uncertain 
influence  of  locality  in  checking  or  promoting  the  asthmatic  paroxysm. 

Then,  sometimes  we  find  that  asthma  is  brought  on  by  certain  specific 
irritating  agents.  We  all  know  of  hay-asthma :  that  if  certain  individu- 
als venture  within  the  range  of  a  hay-field,  they  are  seized  with  sneez- 
ing, coryza,  profuse  lachrymatipn,  and  other  symptoms  of  irritation  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  accompanied  with  a  distinct  asthmatic  paroxysm. 
Similar  symptoms  are  brought  on  in  other  people  (but  such  persons  are 
much  fewer)  by  the  volatile  effluvium  of  ipecacuan.,  or  by  the  presence 
of  very  fine  particles  of  dust  floating  in  the  atmosphere. 

Persons  l  aving  had  this  disease  for  many  years  may  cease  to  have  any 
attack.  I  have  known  many  cases  of  men  and  women  who  have  lost 
the  disease  as  they  advanced  in  life.  Now,  in  such  cases  of  recovery, 
does  the  disease  leave  the  lungs  perfectly  healthy  ?  Not  unless  the  at- 
tacks of  asthma  have  been  mild,  and  few  and  far  between.  Although 
not  necessarily  originating  in  the  lungs,  the  frequent  repetition  of  the 
asthmatic  paroxysm  doubtless  always  leaves  some  injury  to  the  lung  af- 
ter it,  which  is  the  greater  in  proportion  as  each  paroxysm  is  longer  and 
more  severe. 

In  asthma  the  respiratory  efforts  are  greatly  exaggerated,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  increase  of  the  sensation  of  the  want  of  breath — the  he- 
soin  de  rcspirer  of  the  French  ;  a  sensation  which  any  one  may  easily 
experience  in  his  own  person  by  simply  putting  his  face  into  water  for 
a  few  seconds.  Under  the  influence  of  this  strong  feeling  of  the  want 
of  breath,  large  quantities  of  air  are  drawn  in,  and  so  great  is  the  effort  of 
inspiration  that  the  noise  which  it  occasions  may  be  heard  for  a  conside- 
rable distance.  What  results  ?  The  air-cells  of  the  lungs  become 
dilated,  and  the  whole  lung  experiences  a  proportionate  enlargement,  and 
the  external  configuration  of  the  chest  is  altered.  This  is  well  exempli- 
fied in  our  patient  Shaw :  he  has  a  large,  barrel-shaped  chest,  rounded  in 
front,  behind  and  at  the  sides ;  and,  if  you  watch  him  breathe,  you  will 
see  that  there  is  less  movement  of  each  respiratory  act  than  there  should 
be ;  the  chest  is  in  a  state  of  permanent  dilatation,  the  ribs  are  too  hori- 
zontal, the  intercostal  spaces  too  wide,  and  the  accessory  muscles  of  res- 
piration are  always  more  or  less  in  a  state  of  action.  The  state  of  lung 
which  is  produced  by  asthma,  is  that  which  has  been  called  by  Laennec 
emphysema — a  name  not  happily  chosen,  as  it  implies  what  really  does 
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not  exist,  namely,  the  infiltration  of  the  lung  with  air,  the  existence  of 
air  in  its  extra-vesicular  tissue.  If  the  asthmatic  attacks  continue  for 
any  great  length  of  time,  and  are  severe,  we  find  further  injury  of  the  lung 
taking  place;  the  walls  of  the  air-cells  suffer  in  their  nutrition,  and 
some  of  them,  already  dilated  to  their  utmost  extent,  give  way  ;  three 
or  four,  or  more,  become  fused  into  one,  and  form  large,  irregular  cavi- 
ties, which  are  distributed  among  the  healthy  pulmonary  tissue. 

But,  besides  these  changes  in  the  lungs,  the  repetition  of  the  asthmatic 
paroxysms  leads  with  equal  certainty  to  morbid  changes  in  the  heart. 
From  the  obstruction  that  is  offered  to  the  circulation  through  the  lungs, 
an  undue  amount  of  work  is  thrown  on  the  right  ventricle,  which  of 
course  becomes  more  or  less  hypertrophied  ;  at  the  same  time  the  meshes 
of  the  pulmonary  capillaries  become  enlarged,  and  no  doubt  experience 
some  change  in  their  vital  properties,  whereby  the  circulation  in  them  is 
retarded.  This  affords  an  additional  means  of  obstruction  through  the 
lungs,  and  therefore  an  additional  cause  for  hypertrophy  of  the  right 
side  of  the  heart.  But  as  the  backward  pressure  of  the  blood  on  the 
heart  becomes  increased,  the  right  ventricle  becomes  not  only  hypertro- 
phied, but  dilated,  and  the  dilatation  extends  in  a  retrograde  course  to 
the  auricle,  and  thence  to  the  large  veins,  so  that  in  the  advanced 
stages  of  this  disease  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  venous  regurgitation, 
and  more  or  less  congestion,  throughout  the  whole  venous  system.  In 
the  early  stages,  however,  none  of  these  conditions  will  exist.  You 
may  have  the  most  exquisite  asthmatic  dyspnoea  without  its  leaving  any 
perceptible  deviation  from  the  healthy  standard  either  in  the  heart  or 
lungs,  or  at  most  no  more  than  may  perfectly  recover  itself  when  the 
paroxysm  passes  off.  This  is  more  likely  to  occur  in  children,  because 
their  tissues  have  a  greater  power  of  recovery  from  their  greater  activity 
of  nutrition. 

Such  cases  as  these  would  alone  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  asthma  is 
a  disease  essentially  independent  of  any  organic  lesions  of  heart  or  lungs, 
though  frequently  accompanied  by  them,  aggravated  by  them  when  they 
exist,  and  always  inducing  them  if  it  is  of  sufficiently  long  continuance. 
And  it  is  remarkable  how  soon  these  lesions  may  be  thus  induced,  how 
short  a  continuance  of  asthma  will  be  sufficient  to  give  rise  to  evident 
signs  of  organic  change  in  the  heart  and  lungs.  Our  patient  Shaw  had 
had  asthma  not  quite  three  months,  and  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
not  severely,  and  yet  we  find  him  with  a  barrel-shaped,  unnaturally  re- 
sonant chest,  dilated  thoracic  parietes,  and  the  heart  so  displaced  and  di- 
lated in  its  right  cavities  as  to  beat  in  the  region  of  the  scrobiculus  cordis. 

I  look  upon  this  last  sign  as  one  of  the  most  characteristic  symptoms 
of  asthma,  and  I  consider  its  presence  in  any  case  where  I  suspect  asth- 
ma as  a  clear  confirmation  of  the  correctness  of  those  suspicions.  In  ac- 
cordance with  this  view,  in  examining  a  patient  whom  I  suspect  to  be 
asthmatic,  one  of  my  first  steps  is  to  apply  my  finger  to  his  scrobiculus 
cordis  :  if  I  find  no  beating  of  the  heart  there,  my  conclusion  is  a  con- 
tingent negative ;  but  if  I  find  it  beating  there,  and  not  in  its  natural  po- 
sition under  the  nipple,  my  conclusion  is  a  certain  affirmative. 

Jf  you  trace  up  the  disease  to  the  point  of  its  first  appearance,  you 
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will  generally  find  that  the  first  attack  came  on  either  without  any  as- 
signable cause,  or  after  some  indiscretion  as  to  diet — or  after  some  im- 
prudent exposure  to  weather  ;  the  patient  went  to  bed  well,  and  in  every 
respect  in  his  usual  health,  and  woke  up  asthmatic — but  once  having 
made  its  appearance,  it  renders  its  victim  ever  after  liable  to  its  recurrence. 

A  remarkable  circumstance  is,  that  it  is  often  inherited  ;  the  father  or 
mother  have  had  it,  or  it  may  have  leapt  over  a  generation — the  grand- 
father may  have  been  asthmatic,  and  the  intervening  generation  not  so. 
Once  that  the  asthma  has  fairly  established  itself  in  any  individual,  it  may 
be  brought  on  by  any  slight  cause,  even  the  most  trivial  disturbance  will  be 
sufficient  to  excite  it — catarrh,  indigestion,  irregular  hours,  mental  excite- 
ment, violent  exercise,  change  of  temperature,  change  of  place — anyone 
of  these  may  bring  on  an  attack.  Now,  if  you  inquire  narrowly,  you 
will  generally  find  at  the  root  of  the  disease  some  fault  in  the  primary 
assimilation  :  you  will  find  that  tlie  patient  has  learned  to  avoid  certain 
things  ;  that  he  is  not  at  liberty  like  other  men  ;  there  are  some  things 
of  which  he  dare  not  partake,  or,  if  he  does,  it  is  done  at  the  price  of 
an  attack.  And  you  will  likmvise  find,  on  looking  into  the  patient's  se- 
cretions, that  they  arc  altered,  that  the  urine  is  lithic,  phosphatic  (most 
frequently  the  former),  or  presents  some  deviation  from  the  healthy  stand- 
ard. Very  often,  too,  you  will  find  the  attack  ushered  in  by  a  particular 
condition  of  the  urine,  either  such  as  1  have  just  mentioned,  or  urine  re- 
sembling nervous  hysterical  urine,  abundant,  clear  and  pale,  and  of  very 
low  specific  gravity. 

Now  all  these  points — the  periodical  recurrence  of  the  attacks,  the 
perfect,  or  nearly  perfect  health,  in  the  interval,  the  absence  of  any  or- 
ganic change,  the  associated  humoral  disturbances — all  bear  in  the  most 
interesting  way  on  the  pathology  of  this  malady.  They  tend  to  estab- 
lish a  remarkable  analogy  between  asthma,  gout,  and  some  other  diseases. 
As  in  asthma,  gout  comes  on  quite  suddenly — there  is  no  warning  :  a 
man  may  go  to  bed  quite  or  nearly  well,  and  he  will  wake  up  early  in 
the  morning  with  a  fit  of  the  gout  in  his  great  toe.  There  is  another 
disease,  epilepsy,  in  which  we  have  exactly  the  same  phenomenon :  a 
patient,  with  or  without  warning,  falls  down,  foaming,  livid,  and  con- 
vulsed ;  the  paroxysm  goes  off  and  leaves  him  in  his  ordinary  good 
health,  and  he  may  go  on  for  years  and  not  have  another.  Again,  we 
know  that  a  fit  of  the  gout  leaves  no  organic  lesion  if  it  occurs  once  or 
twice ;  but  if  it  is  often  repeated  it  leaves  permanent  injury  in  the  joints 
that  it  attacks.  We  may  observe  the  same  thing  with  respect  to  epi- 
lepsy. If  a  patient  has  suffered  only  one  or  two  attacks,  you  will 
find  no  change  in  his  brain  ;  but  if  he  has  had  several,  you  will.  The 
disease  evidently  consists  essentially  of  something  attracted  to  the  brain, 
and  not  existing  in  it.  The  same,  too,  of  asthma,  the  organic  changes 
are  all  secondary,  and  a  few  attacks  leave  no  traces  behind  them. 

All  this  leads  us  to  suppose  that  the  paroxysm  of  asthma  has  some- 
thing in  common  with  the  paroxysm  of  gout  and  the  paroxysm  of  epi- 
lepsy. Of  the  two  1  prefer  to  take  the  analogy  to  gout,  because  we 
have  more  definite  and  coherent  ideas  about  gout,  and  we  are  more  ac- 
quainted with  its  exact  pathology.    The  theory  at  present  most  in  favor 
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with  regard  to  gout  is  that  it  is  a  disease  of  assimilation,  and  this  de- 
fective or  vitiated  assimilation  gives  rise  to  some  materies  morbi.  When 
this  matter  is  eliminated  from  the  system,  the  attack  passes  off ;  when 
it  accumulates,  the  attack  comes  on.  In  asthma,  defective  assimilative 
power  is  a  frequent  coincident.  Gout,  too,  and  rheum-atism,  and  all  hu- 
moral diseases,  resemble  asthma  in  being  inherited. 

When  the  materies  morbi  has  been  generated,  its  effect  is  to  irritate 
the  nervous  system,  not  generally,  but  certain  parts  of  it,  those  parts 
being  the  nerves  concerned  in  the  function  of  respiration — viz.,  the  pneu- 
mogastric,  and  the  nerves  that  supply  the  expiratory  muscles,  either  at 
their  peripheral  extremities,  or  at  their  central  termination  in  the  medulla 
oblongata  and  spinal  cord  ;  extreme  difficulty  of  breathing  is  the  result, 
and,  as  a  consequence  of  this,  ultimate  disease  of  the  lungs. 

Thus  the  occurrence  of  asthma  in  paroxysms  would  be  accounted  for 
much  in  the  same  way  you  would  explain  the  occurrence  of  gout  \\\  pa~ 
roxysms  ;  and  in  the  intervals  between  the  attacks,  the  patient,  being  of 
asthmatic  constitution,  so  to  speak,  is  easily  thrown  into  the  paroxysm  of 
asthma  by  causes  which  would  but  slightly  influence  other  men — as  cold, 
impure  air,  mechanical  irritation  of  the  respiratory  passages — ;just  as 
gouty  men  may  readily  be  thrown  into  the  gouty  paroxysm  by  causes 
comparatively  trivial. 

This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  most  reasonable  exposition  of  the  pa- 
thology of  astlima. 

Now  we  often  hear  physicians  of  great  and  deserved  repute  speaking 
of  spasmodic  asthma.  1  need  not  tell  you  that  the  bronchi  possess  a 
muscular  coat,  consisting  of  circular  fibres  of  the  unstriped  ;  for  it  has 
been  long  proved  not  only  by  microscopical  observation,  but  by  the  most 
satisfactory  experiments.  It  is  in  these  circular  muscular  fibres  of  the 
bronchi  that  many  pathologists  localize  the  spasm,  to  which  they  ascribe 
all  the  phenomena  of  asthma. 

The  first  link  in  the  chain  of  effects  of  the  immediate  exciting  cause 
of  asthma  would  be,  according  to  them,  spasm  of  the  bronchia!  tubes, 
then  dyspn<ea.  Undoubtedly  a  state  of  spasm  of  the  bronchial  tubes 
would  produce  a  great  deal  of  dyspnoea  :  but  what  I  want  to  point  out  to 
you  is,  that  this  slate  of  spasm  of  the  bronchial  tubes  ought  rather  to 
be  regarded  as  one  of  the  accompaniments,  one  of  the  phenomena  of 
asthma,  than  as  its  cause.  The  feeling  of  breathlessness,  or,  in  other 
words,  a  peculiar  state  of  certain  nerves  and  of  a  certain  nervous  centre, 
the  centre  of  respiration,  is  the  first  link  in  the  chain  of  asthmatic  phe- 
nomena. The  spasm  of  the  bronchi  follows  sooner  or  later  upon  this, 
and  often  it  follows  so  quickly  upon  it  as  to  appear  to  come  simulta- 
neously with  it  :  does  it  ever  precede  it  ?    1  doubt  this. 

Undoubtedly  you  may  have  severe  asthma  without  severe  spasm  of 
the  bronchial  tubes.  1  remember  a  w^ell-marked  instance  of  this  in  a 
gentleman  whom  I  attended  for  chronic  disease,  cancer,  as  I  thought,  of 
the  liver.  For  nearly  a  week  before  his  death  he  suffered  from  the  most 
frightfully-distressing  asthma,  which  nothing  could  control,  and  which 
lasted  without  interruption  till  he  died.    I  examined  his  chest  repeatedly 
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at  all  parts,  and  could  hear  nothing  but  the  most  perfect,  loud  and  pue- 
rile breathing,  which  is  quite  inconsistent  with  a  state  of  spasm. 

Again  ;  section  of  the  vagi  nerves  of  animals  produces  phenomena, 
exactly  like  those  of  asthma.  Whatever  be  the  cause  of  the  dyspnoea 
in  these  cases,  it  is  clear  it  cannot  be  bronchial  spasms,  as  the  muscles 
of  the  bronchi  would  be  paralyzed  after  section  of  their  nerves. 

There  is  one  thing  that  I  have  observed,  which  has  an  important 
bearing  on  this  subject ;  that  in  that  particular  form  of  spasmodic  disease 
which  I  have  no  doubt  in  your  future  practice  you  will  have  many  op- 
portunities of  witnessing,  laryngismus  stridulus,  the  crowing  inspiration 
of  children,  there  is  a  ronchus  all  over  the  chest,  simultaneous  with  the 
convulsive  attack.  The  moment  the  convulsion  comes  on,  when  the 
eyes  become  fixed  and  the  child  begins  to  inspire  with  difficulty,  if  you 
put  your  ears  to  the  chest  you  will  hear  a  ronchus  pervading  the  whole 
lung.  The  moment  the  recovery  takes  place,  the  ronchus  ceases.  And 
it  is  very  interesting  to  notice  that  you  may  observe  the  very  same  thing 
in  the  ordinary  convulsions  of  children,  in  which  the  larynx  is  not 
prominently  engaged  ;  and  I  suppose  no  one  will  pretend  to  locate  these 
diseases  anywhere  but  in  the  nervous  system. 

Hence  the  conclusion  that  I  draw  is  this,  that  the  spasm  is  the  ac- 
companiment, and  not  the  cause  of  the  difficult  breathing  that  accompa- 
nies or  follows  upon  the  nervous  changes,  just  as  it  does  in  laryngismus 
and  in  the  ordinary  convulsions  of  children. 

So  much  for  the  pathology  of  asthma  ;  as  to  the  treatment  of  this 
disease,  our  attention  must  be  directed 

I  To  obtain  relief  to  the  paroxysms  ;  and 

2.  To  improve  the  patient's  constitution  in  the  intervals  of  the  pa- 
roxysm. 

First,  in  the  asthmatic  paroxysm  you  must  inquire  Into  the  immediate 
exciting  cause,  and  endeavor  to  remove  it.  With  this  view  an  emetic, 
by  emptying  the  stomach,  will  often  be  found  useful ;  or  if  the  quality, 
not  the  quantity  of  the  contents  of  the  alimentary  canal  is  the  source 
of  the  evil,  an  alkali  will  be  found  beneficial.  Stimulants  are  sometimes 
of  essential  service,  especially  when  the  long-continued  circulation  of 
imperfectly  arterialized  blood  has  deadened  the  sensibilities,  and  so  far 
lowered  the  powers  as  to  render  the  expectoration  of  mucus  difficult : 
one  of  the  best  stimulants  is  sulphuric  ether,  or  perhaps  the  chloric  is 
even  better,  from  its  taste  and  smell  being  so  agreeable.  Ether,  in  com- 
bination with  opium,  will  often  be  found  of  great  service.  But  perhaps 
the  sedatives  constitute  the  class  of  remedies  that  has  met  most  favor  in 
the  treatment  of  asthma,  and  especially  the  different  members  of  the  or- 
der Solanacea3 — as  hyoscyamus,  belladonna,  tobacco  ;  but  before  and 
above  all,  both  in  the  frequency  of  its  employment  and  its  real  value, 
stramonium.  This  medicine  may  be  given  in  various  forms — as  an  ex- 
tract of  the  seeds  in  doses  of  gr.  J  to  gr.  iij.,  or  in  the  form  of  a  tincture, 
in  from  ten-minim  to  half-drachm  doses  ;  but  more  frequently  it  is 
.smoked,  and  for  this  purpose  the  whole  plant,  leaves  and  stems,  are  used  ; 
it  is  dried  and  cut  into  small  pieces,  and  smoked  in  a  pipe,  or  the  leaves 
alone  are  dried,  and  rolled  up  in  the  form  of  a  cigar.    1  here  show  you 
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some  of  these  cigars,  which  have  been  put  into  my  hands  by  Mr.  Savory, 
of  Bond  street ;  but  I  must  tell  you  that  these  are  not,  strictly  speaking, 
stramonium  cigars,  being  made  not  of  the  datura  stramonium,  but  of  the 
kindred  species,  the  datura  tatuia,  which  is  said  to  be  even  more  effica- 
cious than  the  more  generally-used  species. 

Lastly,  we  find  an  excellent  remedy  for  the  asthmatic  paroxysm  in 
chloroform.  We  know  how  in  other  cases  it  influences  all  those  functions, 
which  are  ministered  to  by  nervous  influence,  and  in  its  efficacy  in  asth- 
ma we  have  an  interesting  physiological  experiment,  and  an  important 
lesson  with  regard  to  the  true  pathology  of  the  disease.  But  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  chloroform  I  would  give  you  this  two-fold  caution  : — first, 
to  give  it  gradually  and  cautiously,  and  not  in  a  full  dose  ;  not  to  pro- 
duce insensibility,  especially  if  there  be  anything  like  blueness  of  the 
surface,  because,  though  remedial  to  the  asthma,  it  will  tend  to  increase 
those  very  consequences  which  are  most  to  be  feared  from  the  circula- 
tion of  venous  blood.  Secondly,  to  impress  upon  your  patient  that  he 
must  never  give  it  to  himself,  nor  without  the  presence  of  a  medical 
man.  This  case  was  related  in  the  papers  the  other  day  : — A  person 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  curing  his  attacks  of  asthma  by  inhaling  chlo- 
roform, when  administering  it  to  himself  one  day,  and  when  in  a  state  of 
half  subjection  to  its  influence,  to  produce  the  full  effect  placed  his  hand- 
kerchief on  the  table,  and  buried  his  mouth  in  it ;  his  insensibility  be- 
came deeper  and  deeper,  till  at  last  he  was  too  far  gone  to  be  able  to 
raise  his  head.  He  therefore  continued  inspiring  it,  his  coma  became 
more  and  more  profound,  and  in  a  short  time  after  he  was  found  in 
that  position,  quite  dead. 

Secondly,  the  treatment  in  the  intervals  between  the  paroxysms 
should  be  directed  to  improve  the  digestive  powers  of  the  patient  and 
the  tone  of  his  nervous  system  ;  the  diet  should  be  very  carefully  regu- 
lated, both  as  to  nature  and  quantity  ;  and  this  is  of  all  things  the  most 
important  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  medical  attendant.  The  ali- 
mentary canal  and  the  secretions  generally  should  be  kept  in  a  healthy 
condition  ;  exercise,  the  hours  of  rest,  and  in  fact  everything  that  bears 
on  the  general  health,  should  be  systematically  and  rigidly  superintend- 
ed ;  and  I  am  sure  that  treatment  of  this  sort  will  always  be  found  of 
substantial  advantage.  Another  thing  having  the  same  olaject  is  cold  or 
tepid  effi^ision,  either  by  sponging  or  by  shower-bath  :  but  cold,  while 
very  serviceable  to  those  who  can  bear  it,  is  often  too  much  for  many 
people,  in  whom  no  re-action  takes  place,  the  coldness  continues,  and 
drowsiness  is  produced.  Such  symptoms  should  always  be  looked  upon 
as  contra-indications  to  the  use  of  cold  affi^ision. 

Now  before  1  conclude,  I  will  say  a  word  on  the  relation  of  emphy- 
sema and  asthma.  Are  those  two  diseases  related  to  one  another  as 
cause  and  effect  ?  and  if  so,  which  is  the  cause,  and  which  the  conse- 
quence ?  To  determine  this,  let  us  see  what  emphysema  is.  It  is  a 
state  in  which  the  lungs  are  rendered  more  capacious,  in  which  the  re- 
lation of  the  ultimate  elements  of  the  lungs  is  in  some  measure  de- 
ranged, and  the  pulmonary  capillaries  altered.  Now  is  this  state  of  in- 
creased capacity  a  state  capable  of  producing  such  a  dyspnoea  as  we  see 
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in  asthma  ?  I  cannot  think  that  it  is,  although  this  increased  capacity 
is  attended  with  other  conditions  tending  to  diminish  the  efficient  aera- 
tion of  the  blood,  and,  therelbre,  to  the  production  of  dyspnoea.  But  it 
will  not  explain  the  periodicity  of  the  attack  ;  emphysema  is  constant, 
asthma  paroxysmal.  On  the  other  hand,  asthma  is  clearly  an  efficient 
cause  of  emphysema ;  the  asthmatic  condition  is  just  such  as  to  pro- 
duce those  physical  changes  that  constitute  emphysema  ;  and  I  think 
that  all  ])alients  who  have  emphysema  have  had  either  asthma  or  bron- 
chitis. It  is  confirmatory  of  this  view,  that  emphysema  comes  on  gra- 
dually, and  that  it  bears  proportion  to  the  length  of  duration  and  se- 
verity of  the  asthma :  if  a  person  has  had  few  attacks  of  asthma,  he  has 
no  emphysema  ;  if  he  has  had  many,  he  has  ;  the  asthma  precedes,  the 
emphysema  follows. 

This,  then,  is  the  conclusion  I  come  to — that  asthma  is  primarily  hu- 
moral ;  that  it  is  caused  by  a  poison  or  a  morbid  matter  acting  on  that 
portion  of  the  nervous  system  which  ministers  to  the  function  of  respi- 
ration ;  that  it  leads  to  dilatation  of  the  lungs  and  the  walls  of  the 
chest,  to  emphysema,  and  ultimately  to  dilatation  of  the  heart ;  that 
the  habit  may  pass  off,  the  morbid  matter  being  no  longer  created,  the 
patient  ceasing  to  be  asthmatic,  just  as  a  person  ceases  to  be  gouty  or 
epileptic  ;  and  that,  ceasing  to  be  asthmatic,  the  patient  may  remain,  or 
may  not  remain,  emphysematous,  according  to  the  severity  and  duration 
of  his  previous  attacks. — London  Medical  Gazette. 


RECORDS  OF  CASES  BY  PHYSICIANS. 

[In  the  recent  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  appointed  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts,  various  recommendations  are  included,  some 
of  them  as  legislative  enactments  and  some  as  social  and  personal  du- 
ties ;  which  two  classes  of  recommendations  were  inadvertently  alluded 
to  without  distinction  in  a  previous  notice  of  the  report  in  this  Journal. 
From  among  the  latter,  we  copy  the  following  as  worthy  the  attention  of 
physicians.] 

We  recommend  that  physicians  keep  records  of  cases  professionally 
attended. 

The  science  of  medicine,  like  most  other  sciences,  is  founded  upon 
facts.  Many  of  these  facts  are  stated  in  the  recorded  observation 
and  experience  of  the  profession,  gathered  up  and  handed  down  to  us 
in  the  accumulated  medical  literature  of  the  age.  In  anatomy  and 
physiology  (and  in  surgery,  too,  to  some  extent),  branches  of  this  science, 
truth  and  demonstration  may  be  found  ;  but  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine more  uncertainty  exists.  The  great  variety  of  diseases,  and  the  in- 
finite and  ever-varying  forms  in  which  they  appear  in  living  individuals, 
render  it  very  difficult  to  ascertain,  always,  what  their  exact  natures  are, 
or  what  appropriate  remedies  should  be  applied  for  their  removal.  And 
in  looking  over  the  history  of  medical  practice,  as  exhibited  in  the  books, 
it  is  curious  to  observe  how  many  successive  theories  have  been  set  up 
by  one  man  or  set  of  men,  and  have  been  overturned  and  demolished 
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by  another,  or  abandoned  by  the  authors  themselves.  The  cause  of  this 
great  variety  and  change  of  opinion  is  to  be  found,  either  in  an  honest 
desire  for  tiie  truth,  and  a  behef  that  it  has  been  discovered,  or  in  a  de- 
sire to  introduce  some  new  theory,  that  may  attract  notoriety  and  pro- 
mise wealth  to  its  advocates.  This  has  given  rise  to  the  nuinerous 
medical  systems  and  denominations  which  have  existed  and  continue  to 
exist.  'l1ie  great  error  has  been  in  forming  theories  upon  observations 
or  statements,  without  duly  inquiring  whether  they  have  been  sufficiently 
numerous,  and  have  been  carefully  and  truthfully  made,  upon  a  uni- 
form and  comprehensive  plan,  or  whether  they  are  otherwise  iniperfect. 
Any  theory,  however  plausible,  resting  upon  a  basis  in  which  imper- 
fection exists,  is  liable  to  be  overthrown. 

One  great  desideratum  seems  to  be  a  register  of  cases,  for  private  pro- 
fessional practice,  constructed  on  a  plan  so  simple  in  its  requirements,  so 
convenient  in  its  form,  at  so  low  a  cost,  and  so  comprehensive  in  its 
design,  that  it  shall  commend  itself  to  univ^ersal  favor,  and  be  universally 
used.  If  such  a  desirable  end  could  be  attained,  means  would  be  pro- 
vided, which  have  not  hitherto  existed,  to  illustrate  the  causes,  nature, 
effects,  and  treatment  of  disease.  The  abstracts  of  a  large  number  of 
authentic  registers,  if  properly  presented  to  the  public,  would,  it  is  be- 
lieved, overthrow  and  destroy  much  of  the  medical  theory  and  practice 
of  the  age,  and  introduce  a  more  natural,  rational  and  successful  system. 

"  The  private  register  of  the  medical  ])ractitioner,"  says  Mr.  Farr, 
^'  would,  at  the  end  of  a  few  years,  be  of  incalculable  benefit  to  him  ; 
he  might  refer  back  to  it  for  important  information,  transmit  it  to  his  sons 
or  successors  in  practice,  analyze  the  results  of  his  experience,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  his  brethren  all  over  the  country,  would  ultimately  ac- 
cumulate a  large  mass  of  materials,  which  could  not  fail  to  advance 
medical  science.  Too  much  need  not  be  attempted  at  first  ;  all  cases 
should  be  noticed  ;  but  those  facts  sliould  be  chiefly  recorded  which  are 
of  an  unquestionable  nature,  and  that  admit  of  precise  statement  and 
comparison,  in  respect  to  number,  time,  weight  and  measure." 

How  shall  this  register  be  constructed  ?  We  have  examined  a  large 
number  of  different  plans,  but  none  of  tlieni  exactly  meet  our  views. 
After  consulting  with  several  diiferent  physicians,  whose  opinions  and 
approval  are  entitled  to  all  respect,  we  propose  one  for  adoption,  a  dou- 
ble page  of  which  is  presented  and  explained  in  the  appendix,  it  may 
be  afforded  at  a  low  price  ;  and  its  form  is  such  that  it  may  be  conve- 
niently carried  about  by  the  practitioner,  thus  allowing  him  to  have  at 
hand  the  means  of  entering  his  observations  in  the  place  and  at  the  time 
they  are  made. 

Such  a  register  would  enable  the  physician  to  give  the  certificate  of 
the  cause  of  death,  required  under  the  registry  laws,  and  also  to  give  the 
amount  of  sickness  suffered  in  any  family  he  visits. 


CASE  OF  GLOSSITIS. 

BY  C.  T.  QUINTARD,   M.D  ,   O     ROSWELL,  GA. 

The  following  case  presents  some  peculiarities  which  call  for  its  publi- 
cation.   On  Tuesday,  Sept.  23d,  was  called  in  consuhatioi  with  Dr. 
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P.,  on  the  case  of  J.  F.,  who,  \  was  informed,  had  been  sick  since  the 
Friday  previous.  The  following  is  the  history  of  the  case  to  date. 
About  six  weeks  ago,  a  dentist,  hi  attempting  to  extract  one  of  the 
larger  molars  on  the  right  side,  broke  off  the  crown,  and  left  the  root. 
For  ten  days  a  continuous  ])ain  was  felt  about  the  part ;  it  then  be- 
came intermittent  until  the  i2lh  inst.,  when  it  ceased  altogether.  On 
the  evening  of  the  19th,  the  pain  returned — the  patient  applied  a  few 
drops  of  ol.  caryoph.  and  went  to  sleep.  In  the  morning  the  pain  be- 
came severe,  and  the  tongue  was  slightly  swollen.  During  the  day 
(20th)  he  complained  of  pain  in  the  back,  and  general  malaise.  In 
the  evening  Dr.  P.  visited  the  patient,  prescribed  a  cathartic,  and  ap- 
plied a  blister  about  the  anterior  part  of  the  neck. 

Sept.  20th. — Tongue,  sub-lingual  and  sub-maxillary  glands  much 
swollen  ;  pain  severe  ;  the  masseter  muscles  rigid,  particularly  that  of 
the  right  side. 

22d. — Made  my  first  visit  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  Patient,  a  wagoner, 
aged  28  ;  fine  ruddy  complexion,  light  hair,  weighs  175  lbs.,  and  is  five 
feet  one  inch  high.  This  morning  there  is  an  aggravation  of  all  the 
symptoms.  Patient  unable  to  articulate  ;  tongue  protruded  between  the 
lips — is  tense,  red  and  painful  to  the  touch  ;  his  breathing  laborious  ;  his 
l)row  bathed  in  perspiration  ;  surface  in  other  places  hot:  pulse  100, 
and  full  ;  saliva  flowing  profusely.  He  had  passed  a  restless  night,  toss- 
ing to  and  fro  on  his  bed,  without  any  cessation  of  pain.  No  dejection 
since  the  operation  of  the  cathartic  administered  on  the  19th.  Blood 
was  at  once  abstracted  to  the  amount  of  25  oz.  ;  a  large  dose  of  sal 
Epsom  administered,  and  a  poultice  of  hops  and  meal  applied  to  the 
neck.  Patient  experienced  considerable  relief  from  the  bleeding,  and 
was  able,  after  some  effort,  to  swallow  the  salts.  Not  being  able  to  re- 
main with  the  patient,  1  advised  the  application  of  C.  cups  ad  nucha, 
but  no  blood  was  drawn,  as  I  learnt  on  my  return  at  6,  P.  M.  Breath- 
ing easier,  tongue  not  so  painful  ;  salts  have  operated  well.  The  pulse 
being  about  the  same  as  at  my  former  visit,  again  advised  venesection, 
and  twenty-five  ounces  more  blood  was  drawn,  together  with  six  or 
eight  ounces  by  cups  under  the  clavicles.  At  9  o'clock  there  was  a  free 
discharge  of  fetid  pus  from  an  abscess  at  the  base  of  the  tongue. 

23d. — This  mor*ning  found  the  patient  sitting  up,  quite  cheerful. 
No  pain  ;  tongue  not  so  much  swollen,  nor  so  much  lessened  as  was  to 
have  been  expected  from  the  discharge  of  pus  which  had  continued 
through  the  night.  It  was  still  impossible  to  pass  the  finger  back  to  the 
base  of  the  tongue.  Ordered  only  chicken-broth.  In  the  evening  the 
discharge  had  ceased,  but  was  renewed  by  using  a  probe. 

24th. — Patient  slept  well  till  towards  morning,  when  there  was  a  re- 
currence of  pain.  The  right  side  of  the  tongue  was  now  more  swollen 
than  the  left,  and  as  there  was  evidently  another  abscess  forming,  and 
the  pulse  again  full  and  frequent,  the  patient  was  put  on  the  use  of  half 
a  grain  of  tart,  emetic  every  two  hours.  5,  P.  M.  Has  taken  but  two 
doses  of  the  tartar,  which  acted  freely  on  the  bowels,  as  well  as  having 
produced  the  desired  effect.  At  2  o'clock,  the  second  abscess  discharged 
an  enormous  quantity  of  offensive  pus.  Ordered  a  cup  of  strong  green 
tea,  and  morph.  gr,  ss.,  to  be  taken  at  8  o'clock. 
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25th. — Patient  better  in  every  respect.  Has  some  appetite,  and  con- 
sidered convalescing,  [t  is  proper  to  state  that  scarification  of  the 
tongue  had  been  attempted,  but  would  not  be  submitted  to  by  the  patient. 

Among  the  causes  which  predispose  to  glossitis  are  reckoned  compres- 
sion of  the  jugular  veins  (Stahl)  ;  ptyalism  (Slegel,  Frank,  Hosack)  ; 
rubbing  the  head  with  mercurial  ointment,  smallpox,  &ic.  (Trincavalleus). 
Among  the  occasional  causes,  are  wounds,  laceration,  and  contusions  of 
the  tongue  ;  the  application  of  emetic  to  the  organ,  burns  ;  while  the 
most  frequent  is  the  action  of  acrid  or  acro-narcotic  substances  on  the 
tongue.  "  Such  effects  have  been  produced  by  the  juice  of  the  daphne 
mezereon,  by  tobacco  leaves,  and  by  the  sting  of  wasps,  bees,  and  other 
insects."  Dupont  relates  a  case  of  a  young  man  who,  for  a  wager, 
"  took  two  bites  of  a  toad,  and  was  speedily  attacked  with  severe  glossi- 
tis."—(Vid.  Brit,  and  For.  Med.  Chir.  Rev.  July,  1850,  p.  54.) 

The  treatment  of  this  disease  is  generally  simple,  consisting  of  vene- 
section, scarification  of  the  tongue,  or  incisions  made  parallel  to  the  raphe, 
the  introduction  of  ice  into  the  mouth,  and,  if  the  patient  can  swallow, 
the  administration  of  cathartics  or  laxatives.  Emetics  are  highly  com- 
mended by  Dupont,  Ruggi,  Wettingins  and  others,  in  the  earlier  stages. 

Southern  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


INFLUENCK  OF  MATERNAL    IMPRESSIONS  ON  THE  FCETUS. 

BY  M.  J.  m'cORMACK,  M,D, 

The  first  case  1  will  allude  to  is  that  of  a  near  relative  (an  uncle),  who 
presents  a  very  extraordinary  mark  all  down  his  left  thigh  and  leg,  which 
(strange  though  it  may  seem  is  nevertheless  true)  is  much  more  vivid  and 
prominent  during  the  summer  season  than  at  any  other  time.  The  appear- 
ance it  then  presents  is  that  of  a  red  currant-tree  branch  in  full  fruit ;  the 
fruit  being  regularly  raised  and  standing  out  of  the  cuticle,  having  a 
bruised  appearance,  with  the  juice  squirted  all  over  the  limb.  Now,  in 
connection  with  this  is  the  circumstance  of  his  mother,  when  not  more  than 
six  weeks  or  two  months  pregnant  with  him,  being  engaged  (as  the  ladies 
of  that  period  were  in  the  habit  of  being)  in  making  some  preserve  from 
red  currants  ;  and  whilst  in  the  act  of  squeezing  the  muslin  bag  containing 
the  fruit,  it  burst  and  covered  her  whole  face.  Being  a  woman  possessed 
of  great  presence  of  mind,  and  being  also  fully  impressed  with  the  preju- 
dices of  that  day,  of  the  effect  the  mother's  mind  had  on  the  child,  she, 
instead  of  putting  her  hand  up  to  her  face,  at  once  passed  it  down  the 
thigh  and  leg ;  at  the  time  she  did  so  she  declared  it  was  to  prevent  her 
offspring  being  disfigured ;  the  result  was  as  above  described.  I  may 
further  add,  that  the  party  alluded  to  is  now  a  very  distinguished  officer 
in  H.  M.'s  navy,  and  I  have  myself  often  seen  the  appearance  of  the 
leg,  which  in  summer  is  very  startling. 

The  second  one  occurred  with  a  much  nearer  relative,  and  I  was  my- 
self an  eye-witness  of  the  circumstance,  and,  I  confess,  watched  its  pro- 
bable result  with  great  anxiety ;  it  was  one  of  the  first  things  which  has 
made  me  hesitate  in  coming  to  any  decision.    This  lady  happened  (re- 
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siding  at  the  time  in  a  remote  country  district  of  Ireland)  to  be  superin- 
tending one  day  the  cutting  up  of  some  pigs  intended  for  saking,  and  the 
man  who  was  doing  so  being  by  no  means  expert  in  his  business,  she 
went  over  closer,  to  show  him  how  she  wished  them  to  be  done.  Whilst 
at  the  table,  where  he  was  just  then  dividing  the  head  of  the  animal  with 
a  cleaver,  a  small  portion  of  the  brains  was  dashed  over  her  forehead. 
She  was  about  six  weeks  pregnant.  She  wiped  her  forehead ;  and 
though  she  let  it  dwell  but  little  upon  her  mind,  and  any  fears  she  might 
have  felt  having  been  dissipated  by  my  assurance  that  no  ill  effect  could 
happen  to  her  child,  yet  when  it  was  born  there  was  the  most  perfect 
mark  of  the  scattered  particles  on  the  child's  forehead.  She  at  once  de- 
clared that,  notwithstanding  all  that  was  said  to  her,  she  was  certain  there 
would  be  the  marks.  They,  however,  became  less  and  less  observable  as 
the  boy  grew  up,  and  at  this  moment  I  believe  are  quite  gone  away.  I 
might  here  also  add,  that  she  herself  has  half  way  down  her  neck  the 
most  perfect  resemblance  of  a  cherry,  which  was  dropped  down  her 
mother's  back,  in  play,  by  her  brother,  when  she  was  two  months  preg- 
nant with  this  lady. — London  Lan'cet. 


KX  TRACTION  OF  M:EDLr:S. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Siirgical  Journal. 

Sir, — You  remark  on  page  44  of  the  present  volume  of  the  Journal, 
upon  the  difficulty  and  doubt  connected  with  attempts  to  remove  needles 
from  the  flesh  of  those  wounded  by  them,  and  in  the  main  I  fully  ac- 
cord with  the  opinions  advanced  by  you  ;  but  I  do  not  think  so  lightly 
of  the  inconvenience  likely  to  accrue  from  their  remaining  unremoved. 
In  your  own  case  it  seems  the  articulation  of  the  thumb  received  some 
injury,  and  was  in  danger  of  greater.  But  I  did  not  purpose  to  criticize 
your  remarks  or  opinions,  at  tliis  time,  but  merely  to  record  the  method 
pursued  in  a  case  that  came  under  my  observation  but  a  few  days  since. 

Mr.  C.  sat  upon  a  needle  left  in  his  chair  by  his  little  daughter,  and, 
without  knowing  his  danger,  after  feeding  his  horse,  slipped  from  the  hay 
mow  over  a  piece  of  timber  that  caught  the  needle,  and  pushed  a  part 
of  it  obliquely  upward  and  inward  just  at  the  lower  margin  of  the  left 
gluteus  maximus  muscle.  After  submittincr  to  severe  manipulation  at 
home  for  near  an  hour,  he  walked  two  miles  to  see  me.  At  first  no 
needle  could  be  found,  but  by  pressing  the  thumb  and  finger  deep  in  the 
flesh  I  did  find  the  locality  of  each  end.  Dr.  Smith  then  took  hold  of 
the  limb  with  his  finger  and  thumb  deeply  imbedded  therein,  and  held 
the  wire  in  place  while  I  cut  down  upon  it.  I  found  the  external  end  at 
full  an  inch  from  the  surdice,  and  after  trying  repeatedly  to  withdraw  it 
with  forceps,  which  would  not  grasp  the  wet  and  polished  surface  with 
sufficient  firmness,  I  took  my  probe-pointed,  bent  fistula  bistoury,  and 
passed  that  beneath,  fixing  the  edge  firmly  under  the  needle  near  the  ex- 
ternal extremity,  and  by  slow  guarded  motion  I  succeeded  in  removing 
it.  'i'he  portion  extracted  was  about  an  inch  long.  What  other  instru- 
ment in  the  pocket  case  would  have  withdrawn  the  needle  ? 

Respectfully.  &,c., 

Waterhury,  Vt.,  Feb.  Uih,  1851.  C.  H.  Cleaveland,  M.D. 
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EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

On  the  River  Nile — Tuesday,  Nov.  26fk. — Being  compelled  by  contract  to 
lay  by  24  hours  for  the  crew  to  bake  bread,  Girgeh  was  selected  as  the  spot. 
Ten  miles  S.W.  are  the  mighty  ruins  of  Abydus,  the  ancient  holy  city, 
where  lived  Osiris,  and  Remeses  the  great,  his  son,  exceedingly  renowned 
in  the  history  of  the  kings  of  this  mystic  country.  The  temple  and  palace, 
with  flat  roofs,  constructed  of  enormously  large  blocks  of  stone,  the  massive 
pillars  within,  now  concealed  within  a  few  feet  of  their  upper  extremities, 
by  sand,  and  the  fresh,  distinctly  cut  relief  sculptures,  excite  the  profoundest 
sensations.  Human  bones  in  frightful  profusion  were  lying  on  the  top  of 
the  ground,  where  tradition  says  was  a  cemetery  of  the  most  distinguished 
of  the  Egyptians,  who  were  brought  from  a  distance  to  be  laid  near  the  holy 
body  of  Osiris.  It  being  discovered  that  I  was  a  hakeem,  or  doctor,  my 
advice  was  immediately  sought  by  two  individuals  out  of  an  assembled 
village.  I  find  fewer  one-eyed  persons  in  Upper  Egypt,  than  in  Lower. 
Those,  however,  who  have  voluntarily  cut  off  one  fore- finger  at  the  second 
joint,  of  the  right  hand,  and  plucked  out  one  or  two  front  teeth,  are  as 
numerous  as  ever.  I  saw  nearly  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  village  on  the  very 
verge  of  the  Libyan  desert  to-day,  where  the  hot  sun  and  driving  hot  sand 
would  seem  to  produce  ophthahnia,  if  those  combined  influences  ever  do — 
but  not  a  case  was  recognized  ;  while  at  Girgeh,  a  kind  of  mud  city,  with 
a  population  of  some  thousands,  ten  miles  distant,  that  scourge  was  found 
to  be  exceedingly  common. 

Wednesday,  Nov.  21th. — To-day  nothing  has  occurred  in  the  vvay  of 
sight-seeing.  There  was  scarcely  any  wind  ;  consequently  domestic  affairs, 
reading,  vvriting  up  journals,  and  feeding  the  stock  of  poultry,  have  been 
the  principal  employments.  Nothing  in  the  general  aspect  of  the  country 
differs  from  the  river  scenery  of  yesterday. 

Farshoot,  Thursday,  Nov.  28th. — Little  worth  recording.  An  occasional 
new  plant  appears  ;  more  mounds,  the  sites  of  great  towns  and  cities.  To- 
day vve  have  passed  an  hour  in  examining  a  sugar  manufactory  belonging 
to  Achmet  Bey,  the  largest  and  last  of  the  kind  on  the  Nile,  and  a  very 
extensive  establishment,  turning  off  for  market,  annually,  2,400,000  lbs.  of 
loaf  sugar,  which  is  carried  to  Italy  and  Constantinople,  when  not  sold  at 
Cairo  and  Alexandria.  Five  hundred  persons  are  employed  in  the  works. 
The  fuel  used  for  all  the  steam  engines  is  grass — a  long,  coarse  kind  called 
kelfar,  growing  on  the  river  banks  and  occasionally  in  fields  set  apart  foi 
its  culture.  A  perpetual  string  of  camels,  laden  with  it,  are  arriving  through 
the  day — a  piastre,  or  five  cents,  being  paid  for  every  two  quintals.  Fire 
consumes  it  almost  instantly.  The  piles  of  animal  bones,  particularly  of 
horses,  used  in  the  process  of  sugar  making,  are  immense.  The  first 
thought  that  occurs,  is,  are  animals  reproduced  fast  enough  to  meet  the 
enormous  demand  thus  made  ? 

Friday,  Nov.  29f.h. — The  Mahometan  Sabbath,  but  no  day  of  rest  to 
Mahometans.  They  never,  so  far  as  I  can  discover,  desist  from  labor  on 
Friday;  but  those  who  can,  conveniently,  go  to  the  mosque  to  offer  their 
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prayers,  and  immediately  return  to  their  ordinary  pursuits.  Since  yester- 
day, no  progress  worth  mentioning-  has  been  made  up  the  stream — the 
wind  having  failed  ;  and  the  hot  sun  poured  its  rays  so  directly  down,  that 
for  many  hours  in  the  middle  of  the  day  nothing  was  done  but  look  at  the 
rock  embankments  which  nature  has  placed  between  the  river  and  the 
desert.  The  morning  was  stinging  cold  ;  yet  cotton,  sugar  cane,  and 
tropical  fauna  abound,  and  crocodiles  bask  on  the  warmest  sides  of  the  low 
mud  banks. 

Saturday,  Nov.SOth. — Last  night  the  Reis  came  to  for  the  night  at  Fou, 
against  our  wishes,  and  in  violation  of  a  written  contract.  We  appealed  to 
it,  but  could  not  read  his  native  language,  nor  could  he  translate  Arabic, 
and  both  parties  agreed  to  refer  the  matter  to  some  one  who  could.  A  man 
was  sent  for  at  the  village,  who  pronounced  the  characters  so  badly  execut- 
ed that  he  could  not  decipher  them — and  consequently  the  Reis  carried 
his  point.  We  shall  look  into  the  business  at  Cairo.  At  the  village  there 
was  considerable  excitement — the  performance  of  a  troop  of  dancing  girls 
— two  of  whom  I  think  were  East  Indians.  They  were  gaily  bedecked  in 
silk  robes,  beads,  silver  jingling  trinkets  about  the  waist,  and  Egyptian 
gold  coins  pendant  from  the  forehead.  The  music  was  unique.  An 
old  man  had  a  kind  of  miniature  banjo,  with  two  horse-hair  strings  which 
were  operated  upon  by  a  bovv,  like  a  tenor  viol.  A  skin  strained  over  the 
mouth  of  an  earthen  pot,  thumped  upon  by  the  fist,  a  rude  tambourine, 
accompanied  the  first,  to  the  bewitching  melody  of  which  the  girls  danced 
most  vigorously,  occasionally  singing  with  much  energy.  Their  dancing 
performance  consisted  in  giving  an  extraordinary  vibratory  motion  to  the 
body,  between  the  two  fixed  points  of  the  head  and  feet.  The  spine  actu- 
ally quivered  in  a  manner  that  perplexed  me  in  regard  to  the  action  of  the 
great  muscles,  which  are  rarely  educated  to  act  beyond  supporting  the  up- 
right position  of  the  trunk.  Like  strolling  players  in  England  and  America, 
these  performers  travel  from  village  to  village,  picking  up  a  precarious  sub- 
sistence by  the  exercise  of  their  vagrant  profession.  They  take  a  fee  in 
grain,  bread,  tobacco,  beans,  &c.,  Hassan  informs  me,  as  the  country  people 
have  no  money  to  spare  for  entertainments.  Occasional  lizards,  one  small 
snake,  crocodiles,  wild  geese,  Egyptian  beetles  (once  sacred),  the  fruit  of 
the  doume  palm,  melons,  the  ibis,  and  a  drove  of  cattle  from  Dongola,  to- 
gether with  a  scorching  sun,  have  to-day  successively  reminded  us  of  being 
in  the  Thebiad.  Ruins  are  near  Dendera,  only  two  miles  distant.  From 
one  of  the  edifices  of  that  once  renowned  but  now  forsaken  city,  the  famous 
Zodiac  was  taken  which  I  examined  at  the  bibliotheca,  in  Paris,  some 
months  since. 

Monday,  Dec.  \st. — I  have  examined  in  detail  all  the  magnificent  ruins  of 
Dendera.  Justice  has  not  been  done  them  by  travellers,  probably  because 
they  were  constructed  only  a  short  time  before  the  Christian  era  com- 
menced. They  are  gigantic,  elaborately  finished  within,  and  imposing, 
too,  beyond  any  architectural  structures  we  have  seen  in  Egypt  of  this 
class.  Every  wall  and  pillar,  ceiling  overhead,  and  even  the  stairways  and 
secret  passages  through  which  a  crafty  priesthood  sped  their  way  from  one 
part  of  the  intricate  edifice  to  the  other,  are  completely  covered  by  hiero- 
glyphical  raised  figures.  So  it  is  outside,  from  the  ground  to  the  architrave, 
some  being  over  12  ft.  high,  while  others  are  scarcely  half  an  inch.  Overthe' 
door  of  entrance  to  the  holy  of  holies,  a  little  owl  was  perched  as  I  entered. 
Through  this  door,  the  high  religious  functionaries  once  entered,  alone,  to 
consult  the  congregation  of  Egyptians  gods  in  conclave  assembled.  Here 
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is  to  be  seen  a  relief  view  of  Cleopatra,  Queen  of  Egypt — it  I  oinir  executed 
while  she  was  living,  and  therefore  presumed  to  bear  sonne  resemblance  to 
that  extraordinary  woman.  She  is  represented  as  holding  her  son,  by 
Julius  Caesar,  on  her  knees. 


Legislative  Enactments  to  regulate  the  Practice  of  Medicine. — There  is 
perhaps  no  one  of  the  sciences  w'hich  suffers  so  much  from  the  innova- 
tions of  ignorant  and  unlettered  impostors,  as  that  of  medicine.  Not- 
withstanding it  is  one  of  the  most  important  of  them  all,  and  though  these 
iimovations  are  so  well  known,  there  has  never  been  enacted,  in  the  dif- 
ferent States,  laws  adequate  to  prevent  the  mischief.  Were  it  not  for  the 
native  disposition  of  our  people  to  be  greatly  imposed  upon,  so  far  as  the 
treatment  of  disease  is  concerned,  legislation  would  be  unnecessary  ;  but 
since  the  majority  are  ever  ready  to  believe  in  any  one  who  styles  him- 
self a  doctor,  without  regard  to  qualification,  it  is  quite  time  that  suitable 
measures  should  be  adopted  to  protect  the  community  from  imposition. 
We  consider  it  quite  as  important  for  legislators  to  impose  restrictions  on 
the  practice  of  medicine,  as  it  is  acknowdeged  to  be  for  them  to  interfere 
in  other  matters  where  the  health  and  lives  of  the  people  are  concerned. 
If  ignorant,  unqualified  men  are  to  be  allowed  to  traffick  in  drugs,  or  to 
treat  the  sick,  they  should  be  designated  by  their  dress,  or  otherwise,  that 
those  who  employ  them  may  know  they  are  not  licensed  by  the  State  or 
any  authorized  institution.  We  have  residing  in  this  city  some  forty  or 
fifty  irregular  practitioners,  whose  only  claim  upon  the  people  for  patron- 
age and  support  is  their  own  boasting  of  marvellous  skill  in  treating  dis- 
ease. It  is  probable  that  all  of  them  are  better  remunerated  for  their  ser- 
vices, than  the  average  of  scientific  physicians;  and  from  a  reliable  source 
we  have  been  informed  that  many  of  them  receive  from  $6000  to  $18,000 
per  year  from  their  practice.  In  addition  to  the  resident  quacks,  there  are 
those  from  other  cities  who  make  monthly,  quarterly  or  annual  visits,  to 
our  city,  putting  up  at  the  most  fashionable  hotels.  The  arrival  of  these 
distinguished  individuals  is  proclaimed  by  heralds,  and  by  newspapers 
which  have  been  previoush^  paid  for  the  purpose.  For  some  days  pre- 
vious to  their  arrival,  may  be  seen  in  the  public  papers  something  like 

the  following — "  We  understand  that  the  celebrated  Dr.  A  ,  from 

B  ,  is  expected  to  arrive  in  our  city  in  the  course  of  a  week,  and 

will  take  rooms  at  the  C  Hotel  for  a  few^  days.    It  will  afford  our 

invalid  friends  an  excellent  opportunity  of  consulting  one  of  the  greatest 
doctors  of  the  age.  Due  notice  will  be  given  of  his  arrival."  As  there 
are  many  who  believe  all  that  is  put  into  the  newspapers,  they  will  of 
course  avail  themselves  of  every  hint  that  is  given  them  about  consulting 
such  a  celebrated  doctor.  When  he  arrives,  he  finds  his  apartments  filled 
with  invalids,  from  the  city  and  surrounding  districts;  indeed,  the  rooms 
of  such  are  thronged  with  visiters  from  morning  till  night,  eager  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  getting  advice  and  medicijie.  One  of  these  pseudo-doc- 
tors told  a  friend  of  ours,  that  his  net  receipts,  on  one  of  these  expedi- 
tions of  six  or  eight  weeks  from  city  to  city,  would  amount  to  ten  thousand 
dollars.  We  think  it  must  be  apparent  to  all,  that  the  success  which  at- 
tends the  operations  of  these  impostors,  does  not  depend  on  their  qualifica- 
tions, or  their  wonderful  sagacity  in  distinguishing  one  disease  from  an- 
other, or  even  in  treating  disease  properly  and  successfully.  The  unob- 
trusive and  educated  physician,  who,  if  any  one,  is  prepared  to  do  this,  is 
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put  entirely  into  the  shade  by  the  boasting  of  such  charlatans.  In  view 
of  the  unparalleled  success  which  attends  the  financial  operations  of  these 
quacks,  what  inducement  is  offered  the  young"  educated  physician  in 
prosecuting  his  researches  into  the  phenomena  of  disease?  Is  there  any 
reward  for  being  honest  in  medical  practice,  save  that  of  the  conscious- 
ness of  doing  one's  whole  duty  to  his  fellow  man?  Is  not  science  hooted 
at,  and  does  not  the  young  aspirant  for  medical  knowledge  often  see  the 
preference  given  to  the  charlatan,  and  himself  forced  to  live  on  a  humble 
pittance,  while  the  other  revels  in  luxury,  and  accumulates  a  fortune  ? 
This  is  not  a  fancy  sketch,  but,  alas  !  too  true  ;  and  the  very  ones  who 
lend  their  aid  in  supporting  the  quack,  cannot  but  exclaim  with  us  that  it 
is  a  serious  evil,  and  one  that  should  be  remedied.  The  question  of 
remedy  for  this  evil  has  been  so  long  and  thoroughly  discussed,  and  that, 
too,  v,'ithout  any  good  resulting  from  it,  that  it  would  seem  to  be  idle  to 
say  more,  or  to  devise  any  plan  for  the  purpose.  In  this  republican  coun- 
try, it  has  not  been  thought  expedient  to  restrain  any  one  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  ;  to  enact  a  law  to  this  effect,  would  be  supposed  to  militate 
against  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Yet  we  think  our  legislatures  might 
do  something  that  would  serve  more  plainly  to  distinguish  those  who 
practise  medicine  without  a  license  from  those  who  have  one  ;  and  we 
hope  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  may,  in  its  wisdom,  see  the  pro- 
priety and  importance  of  such  a  step,  and  soon  act  in  the  matter. 


Massachusetts  State  Prison. — We  are  under  obligations  to  Dr.  J.  W.  Be- 
mis,  Physician  to  the  Massachusetts  Slate  Prison,  for  documents  relating 
to  it  for  the  year  1S50.  Considering  the  crowded  condition  of  the  Prison, 
we  sliould  think  it  quite  healthy,  the  mortality  the  past  year  being  little 
over  one  per  cent.  Of  the  six  deaths  the  past  year,  ftve  were  from  con- 
sumption, which  speaks,  in  language  too  plain  to  be  misunderstood,  the 
effects  of  cold  prison  walls  upon  those  previously  diseased,  or  predisposed 
to  pulmonary  affections.  Diseases  of  the  bowels  seem  to  be  the  most  com- 
mon difficulty  with  those  confined  in  our  State  penitentiaries — caused, 
no  doubt,  by  improper  diet.  From  tolerable  good  authority,  we  have 
been  informed  that  the  beef  often  used  in  the  Charlestown  Prison  is  of 
the  poorest  quality,  and  that  in  the  warm  season  of  the  year  it  is  so  taint- 
ed as  to  be  unwholesome  food  for  human  beings.  The  mush  and  the 
bread  are  also  said  to  be  unsuitable  diet  for  any  one,  and  particularly  in  the 
summer.  We  have  been  told  that  the  majority  of  the  prisoners  leave 
a  large  proportion  of  the  bread  and  mush  which  is  allotted  them,  hunger 
alone  compelling  them  to  eat  of  it  at  all ;  and  that  these  leavings  of  bread 
and  mush,  amounting  to  considerable  in  the  course  of  the  day,  are  the  per- 
quisites of  the  hogs  kept  in  the  precincts  of  the  prison.  Is  this  as  it 
should  be  ?  If  we  have  been  misinformed  in  this  matter,  we  shall  rejoice 
in  being  set  right.  The  Physician,  in  his  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
convicts,  says,  "Of  the  kind  of  diseases  which  have  prevailed,  1  am  not 
aware  of  anything  peculiar  in  their  character,  as  differing  from  those 
which  have  occurred  in-  the  community  at  large.  Diarrhoea  has  always 
been  somewhat  more  noticeable  herein  the  summer  months,  than  without 
the  prison  walls,  but  has  yielded  readily  to  remedies  and  change  of  diet.'* 


Trial  of  a  Regular  Physician  for  Counselling  icith  Howa^opaths. — In 
the  Syracuse  (N.  Y.)  Standard,  we  find  a  report  of  the  trial  of  Dr.  Hiram 
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Hoyt,  of  that  city,  as  it  took  place  before  the  Onondag-a  Medical  Society, 
on  the  29th  ult.  Several  charges  were  brought  against  Dr.  H.,  the  one  of 
most  general  interest  being  that  of  consulting,  in  a  surgical  case,  with  two 
homoeopathic  physicians.  That  our  readers  may  understand  something  of 
the  nature  of  the  case,  we  give  a  portion  of  Dr.  Hoyt's  defence,  in  which 
he  expresses  his  views  in  an  open,  straight-forward  manner.  The  charges 
against  him  were  not  sustained. 

"  Dr.  Hoyt  said,  as  to  his  connection  with  Homccopathists — Drs.  Loomis 
and  Kichardson — he  would  merely  say,  that  he  was  called  near  Bridgeport 
to  amputate  a  leg;  that  when  all  was  ready,  with  the  knife  in  his  hand, 
those  gentlemen  came  in,  and  he  had  no  time  to  kick  them  out  of  doors, 
even  if  he  had  had  the  disposition.  He  would  say  then,  that  he  had  al- 
ways chosen  his  help  in  Surgery,  and  that  he  always  should.  He  had  not 
consulted  with  Drs.  Loomis  and  Richardson,  or  any  other  Homceopathists, 
in  the  practice  of  Medicine.  He  could  not  do  so.  He  did  not  agree  with 
them  in  Therapeutics.  It  was  therefore  impossible  to  counsel  with  them. 
He  always  told  them  so  to  their  face,  and  the  reason  why.  But  in  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  Surgery,  Anatomy  and  Pathology,  he  of  course  agreed 
with  them  in  the  main,  and  he  would  in  those  departments  of  Medicine  as 
readily  avail  himself  of  the  assistance  of  a  Homceopatliist  as  of  a  person  of 
any  other  school.  In  this  he  desired  to  be  distinctly  understood.  In  all 
respects  in  which  he  agreed  with  HonicEopathists,  he  should  counsel  with 
them,  and  accord  them  respect,  as  freely  as  to  those  of  what  might  by 
way  of  distinction  be  termed  his  own  school ;  and  in  points  where  his 
principles  differed  from  them,  he  should  not,  because  he  could  not,  counsel 
or  consult  with  them.  This  was  his  position,  plainly  and  explicitly  stated, 
and  it  was  one  which  would  never  be  disturbed  by  any  vole  or  views  of 
that  Society,  and  would  never  be  changed  except  by  tlie  conclusions  of  his 
own  mind." 


BiLtler  Hospital  for  the  Insane. — The  reports  of  the  trustees  and  super- 
intendent of  the  Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane  has  been  sent  us.  It  ap- 
pears that  there  have  been  admitted,  during  the  past  year,  73  patients, 
which  with  the  107  in  the  Hospital  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  make 
ISO  under  treatment.  There  have  been  discharged  daring  the  year  67, 
nineteen  of  which  had  fully  recovered,  27  improved,  5  unimproved,  and 
16  died.  The  institution  seems  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  under 
the  fosterina:  care  of  its  able  superintendent.  Dr.  Ray,  will  doubtless  so 
continue.  We  congratulate  our  Rhode  Island  friends  upon  the  success 
which  has  attended  the  establishment  of  this  institution. 


histitution  for  the  Education  of  Idiots. — Perhaps  it  may  not  be  know^n 
to  all  our  readers,  that  there  is  an  institution  in  this  State  for  the  education 
of  idiots,  imbeciles,  and  children  of  retarded  development  of  mind.  It  is  a 
private  institution,  which  was  started  a  few  years  since  in  Barre,  by  Dr.  H. 
B.  Wilbur;  and  from  the  circular  which  we  have  received,  we  should 
judge  that  it  is  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition.  It  is  a  pleasant  yet 
onerous  task,  to  instruct  those  who  are  born  without  the  proper  develop- 
ment of  intellect.  To  see  that  our  labors  are  attended  with  the  greatest 
benefits  to  them,  richly  repays  us  for  all  the  efforts  expended.  That  the 
minds  of  those  who  have  been  considered  idiots,  may  be  cultivated,  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  for  the  cases  detailed  by  Dr.  Wilbur  furnish  sufFicient 
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evidence  of  the  fact.  What  a  relief  it  must  be  to  the  parents  of  such  un- 
fortunate childen,  to  know  that  their  offspring  can  be  placed  in  such  an 
institution,  their  bodily  wants  properly  carecl  for,  and  with  a  reasonable 
hope  that  they  may  be  so  far  recovered,  as  to  return  to  them,  able,  physi- 
cally, to  take  care  of  themselves.  We  hope  Dr.  Wilbur  may  succeed  in 
his  philanthropic  undertaking,  and  we  take  pleasure  in  recommending  his 
institution  to  those  who  may  have  children  requiring  his  services. 


Massachusetts  State  Record,  1851. — We  are  under  obligations  to  Mr. 
French,  the  publisher,  for  this  exceedingly  useful  book.  Much  that  is  im- 
portant to  physicians  may  be  fouiid  in  it.  We  would  most  respectfully 
suggest  to  the  compiler,  the  propriety,  in  his  next  issue,  of  separating  the 
names  of  quack  doctors  from  those  of  the  regular  physicians  in  the  State, 
or  to  exclude  them  entirely  from  the  Record.  The  Secretaries  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Medical  Society  will  be  pleased,  no  doubt,  to  furnish  him,  at 
any  time,  with  a  perfect  list  of  its  fellows,  which  would  make  his  Pe- 
cord  more  perfect. 


The  Rochester  Rappings. — Probably  there  are  but  few  of  our  readers 
who  have  not  heard  or  read  much  of  late  respecting  certain  mysterious 
noises  said  to  be  produced  in  various  places,  and  which  have  obtained  the 
above  appellation  from  having  been  first  heard  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Drs. 
Flint,  Lee  and  Coventry,  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  College,  having  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  two  individuals  connected  with  the  production 
of  these  sounds,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they  are  produced  by  a 
partial  dislocation  and  cracking  of  the  knee-joints.  From  a  report  made 
by  them,  we  copy  the  following.  Of  the  probable  correctness  of  the  ex- 
planation given,  vv'e  are  unable  to  form  an  opinion. 

"  Without  entering  at  this  time  into  a  very  minute  anatomical  aad  phy- 
siological explanation,  it  is  sufficient  to  state  that  the  muscles  inserted  into 
the  upper  and  inner  side  of  the  large  bone  of  the  leg  (the  tibia)  near  the 
knee-joint,  are  brought  into  action  so  as  to  move  the  upper  surface  of  the 
bone  just  named  laterally  upon  the  lower  surface  of  the  thigh  bone  (the 
femur),  giving  rise,  in  fact,  to  a  partial  lateral  dislocation.  This  is  effected 
by  an  act  of  the  will,  without  any  obvious  movement  of  the  limb,  occasion- 
ing a  loud  noise,  and  the  return  of  the  bone  to  its  place  is  attended  by  a 
second  sound.  Most  of  the  Rochester  rappings  are  also  double.  It  is 
practicable,  however,  to  produce  a  single  sound  by  moving  the  bone  out 
of  place  with  the  requisite  quickness  and  force,  and  allowing  it  to  slide 
slowly  back,  in  which  case  it  is  noiseless. 

"  The  visible  vibrations  of  articles  in  the  room  situated  near  the  opera- 
tor, occur  if  the  limb  or  any  portion  of  the  body  is  in  contact  with  them  at 
the  time  the  sounds  are  produced.  The  force  of  the  semi-dislocation  of 
the  bone  is  sufficient  to  occasion  distinct  jarrings  of  doors,  tables,  &c.,  if 
in  contact.  The  intensity  of  the  sound  may  be  varied  in  proportion  to  the 
force  of  the  muscular  contractions,  and  this  will  render  the  apparent  source 
of  the  rappings  more  or  less  distant." 


Death  of  Dr.  Charles  W.  Wilder. — Another  physician  of  high  standing 
in  his  profession,  and  who  has  occupied  many  situations  of  trust  and  honor 
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in  Massachusetts,  has  recently  departed.  Dr.  Wilder  died  at  Leominster, 
after  an  illness  of  a  few  days,  a  little  more  than  60  years  of  age.  He 
was  for  some  time  President  of  the  Worcester  District  Medical  Society, 
before  which,  in  1843,  he  delivered  an  able  dissertation  on  pulmonary  con- 
sumption. He  has  represented  his  town  in  the  Leg-islature  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  has  also  been  a  director  of  the  Fitchhurg  Bank  from 
the  commencement  of  this  institution,  nearly  twenty  years ;  and  he  was 
the  first  president  of  the  Fitchburg  and  Worcester  Railroad  Company, 
which  mainly  owes  its  existence  to  his  strenuous  and  untiring  efforts,  and 
since  his  resignation  of  that  office  has  held  the  post  of  director.  One  of 
his  most  striking  characteristics,  as  is  justly  remarked  by  a  writer  in  the 
Fitchburg  Sentinel,  "was  his  untiring  energy  and  industry — every  mo- 
ment was  usefully  occupied — and  it  was  a  combination  of  these  qualities, 
with  a  shrewd  sagacity,  that  raised  him  from  obscurity  and  poverty,  to  a 
position  of  high  respectability  and  usefulness.  In  the  final  disposition 
which  he  made  of  his  property,  he  strikingly  displayed  the  blended  benevo- 
lence and  thoughtfulness  that  distinguished  him,  by  the  liberal  bequest  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars  to  the  Mass.  General  Hospital,  for  free  beds." 


Hair-Fin  Extracted  from  the  Arm. — The  following,  from  the  London 
Lancet,  has  some  connection  with  a  subject  treated  of  by  a  correspondent 
in  a  previous  page.    It  is  by  W.  G.  Davis,  Surgeon. 

"  About  ten  years  ago,  during  my  residence  with  a  general  practitioner 
in  London,  a  man  presented  himself  at  the  surgery,  to  have  his  arm  ex- 
amined, having  suffered  some  time  from  a  pricking  sensation  in  it.  The 
external  skin  was  perfectly  sound.  On  examination,  a  foreign  body  could 
be  detected  under  the  surface,  just  above  the  insertion  of  the  deltoid.  My 
friend  cut  down  upon  it,  and  the  full  half  a  woman's  hair-pin  vvas  ex- 
tracted after  some  little  trouble,  in  consequence  of  the  half-arch  forming  a 
kind  of  barb.  Your  readers  may  smile,  but  I  say  a  v^omait's  hair-pin,  be- 
cause this  was  the  conclusion  arrived  at,  at  a  conclave  of  surgeons  and 
ladies.  The  man  himself  was  greatly  astonished.  I  perfectly  recollect 
cross-examining  him  carefully  ;  that  he  was  a  very  straight-forward  fellow, 
but  could  not  account  for  it,  either  by  occupation  or  accident.  It  may  tempt 
some  of  your  readers,  perchance,  to  speculate  on  its  arrival  there  ;  all  that 
I  can  say,  is  my  belief  in  Hamlet's  declaration, — 

'  There  are  more  things  in  heaven  and  earth, 
Than  are  dreampt  of  in  my  philosophy.'  " 


A  District  Medical  Society  has  been  formed  in  Middlesex  county,  Mass., 
and  the  officers  chosen  for  the  first  year. 


Married,— In  Fairhaven,  Dr.  William  Bass,  of  JMiddlebury,  Vt,,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Atwood,  of 
Plymouth, 

Died,— In  Orange,  Mass.,  Dr.  Parley  Barton,  aged  81.— At  South  Boston,  A.  Southard,  xM.D. 


Deaths  in  Boston— for  (he  week  ending  Saturday  noon,  Feb  22,  70.— Males,  36— females,  34. 
Apoplexy,  1 — disease  of  the  bowels,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  3 — burn,  1 — consumption,  12 — con- 
vulsions, 2— canker.  1— croup,  2— drowned,  1— dropsy,  1— dropsy  of  the  brain,  5— debility,  1— 
fever,  1— typhus  fever,  1— typhoid  fever,  1— lung  fever,  3— brain  fever,  1— hooping  cough,  2— dis- 
ease of  the  heart,  1— hemorrhage,  1— infantile,  7— disease  of  (he  kidneys,  1— inflammation  of  the 
lungs,  1— measles,  8— old  age,  1— palsy,  2— pleurisy,  1— puerperal,  2— smallpox,  2— tumor,  ]  — 
ulcers,  1. 

Under  5  years,  33— between  5  and  20  years,  8— between  20  and  40  years,  11— between  40  and 
60  years,  11— over  60  years,  7.    Americans,  38  j  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  32. 
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The  Morals  of  Medicine. — We  copy  the  following  sensible  reniarks  from 
the  Yankee  Blade,  a  newspaper  of  this  city,  and  seriously  wish  that  its 
cotemporaries  would  occasionally  speak  to  their  readers  in  the  sanae  style. 
Should  they  do  so,  quackery  in  medicine  nnight  lose  something  of  the 
moral  influence  which  is  given  it  by  the  newspaper  press. 

"  The  proprietor  of  a  patent  medicine  expresses,  through  one  of  our 
city  papers,  his  astonishment  and  horror  at  the  '  suicidal  course  of  the 
sick  '  in  neglecting  to  take  his  Universal  Vegetable  Family  Pills.  Of 
course  this  exhibition  of  feeling,  on  his  part,  is  very  proper,  and  the  subject 
opens  up  a  new  field  for  the  moralist.  In  how  far  do  the  sick  become 
parties  to  their  own  deaths,  or  in  how  much  are  they  implicated  in  the 
crime  of  suicide  by  refusing  to  take  patent,  commonly  termed  quack, 
medicines  ?  We  can  fancy  the  feelings  of  a  high-minded,  conscientious 
and  sympathizing  quack,  as  he  witnesses  the  infatuation  of  sick  persons, 
who  (with  money  in  their  pockets)  refuse  or  neglect  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  remedies  he  ofTers  them,  guaranteeing  a  cure  if  his  directions  are 
followed.  How  lively  must  be  his  sense  of  the  awful  guilt  they  incur  by 
permitting  disease  to  ravage  their  frames,  when  he  ofl^ers  them  pills  or  bit- 
ters at  a  dollar  the  box  or  bottle  I  The  quacks  will  find  some  alleviat  on 
of  the  sorrow  with  which  they  regard  the  blood-guiltiness  of  those  who 
refuse  to  be  healed,  in  the  reflection  that  this  branch  of  medical  jurispru- 
dence has  been  hitherto  entirely  neglected,  and  that  the  moral  sense  of  the 
community  has  never  been  properly  enlightened  upon  the  subject.  We 
would  suggest  to  Dr.  Brandreth,  or  'Old  Jacob  Townsend,'  the  propriety 
of  their  directing  the  attention  of  Professor  Wayland  to  this  matter,  so  that 
to  his  next  edition  of  the  'Limitation  of  Human  Responsibility'  may  be 
added  a  chapter  upon  the  responsibility  of  sick  persoJis  who  refuse  to  brty 
medicines — a  responsibility  which,  in  the  view  of  patent  medicine  venders, 
is  only  limited  by  the  resources  of  the  patient's  pocket. 


Registration  Laws. — At  the  late  meeting  of  the  New  York  State  Medi- 
cal Society,  in  Albany,  the  following  important  resolutions  were  offered  by 
Dr.  Tuthill,  of  Suffolk  Co.,  and  adopted  :— 

llesolDcd,  That  a  system  of  registration  of  births,  deaths  and  marriages 
is  important  as  a  means  of  preserving  the  lineage  of  freemen,  of  regulat- 
ing the  bequest  and  descent  of  property,  of  determining  the  just  rates 
of  life  insurance  premiums  and  the  value  of  annuities,  but  most  of  all, 
of  furnishing  the  data  from  which  may  be  deduced  the  causes  that  may 
promote  longevity  and  afford  during  life  a  greater  immunity  from  dis- 
ease, and  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  ihat  govern  the  waste  of  human  life. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Society  no  modification  of  the 
present  registry  law  is  desirable  which  does  not  provide  for  the  registra- 
tion of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  with  the  name,  sex,  age,  occupation 
and  disease  of  the  persons  dying. 

Resolvedy  That  the  committee  having  charge  of  the  resolution  con- 
cerning interments  in  cities  be  requested  to  confer  with  the  select  com- 
mittee of  the  Assembly  on  this  subject,  and  to  represent  to  the  Legislature 
these  views. 


Cantharidine  OiiUment. — This  may  be  prepared  by  rubbing  together 
equal  parts  of  the  ethereal  solution  and  lard  or  mutton  suet.  Frictions 
made  with  this  ointment  induce  vesication  in  a  few  hours.  It  is  much  used 
in  Prussia. — Southern  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  COMMISSION  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

ICommuRicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

We  have  looked  long  and  earnestly  for  this  report,  and  are  glad  to  see 
it  now.  The  subject  of  a  sanitary  survey  of  the  State  has  been  for  some 
years  in  agitation  by  the  friends  of  the  measure.  They  have  labored 
zealously  and  hopefully,  in  the  confidence,  that,  sooner  or  later,  some  plan 
would  be  adopted  by  public  authority  for  ascertaining  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  people. 

'^rhis  project  originated,  in  this  country,  with  the  American  Statistical 
Association,  in  1847.  After  mature  consideration,  they  prepared  a  me- 
morial, setting  forth  the  need  of  a  sanitary  survey,  and  the  advantages 
that  might  flow  from  the  measure.  This  memorial  was  presented  to  the 
Legislature  in  1848,  and  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 
There  the  petitioners  had  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  ;  but  as  the 
subject,  however  familiar  and  important  to  those  who  had  given  it  much 
attention,  was  new  to  the  Legislature  and  the  people,  it  was  therefore 
thouglit  advisable  to  print  a  large  edition  of  the  memorial,  for  the  use  of 
Legislators  and  for  general  distribution  through  the  State,  and  then  to  re- 
fer tlie  whole  matter  to  the  next  General  Court.  In  the  meantime 
the  arguments  and  the  facts  of  the  petitioners  could  be  read  and  exa- 
mined by  the  people,  and  their  representatives,  in  another  year,  would 
be  prepared  to  give  the  matter  an  intelligent  and  probably  a  favorable 
consideration.  This  memorial  was  printed  as  House  Document  No.  16 
for  1818. 

In  May,  1848,  this  subject  was  proposed  to  the  Massachusetts  Medi- 
cal Society.  They  referred  it  to  the  Counsellors,  who  at  their  next  meet- 
ing thought  it  a  matter  of  importance,  and  prepared  a  petition  to  the 
government  to  adopt  the  proposed  measure.  The  memorial  of  the  Coun- 
sellors was  presented  to  the  Legislature  in  1849.  The  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives referred  this  and  the  former  memorial  of  the  Statistical  Asso- 
ciation to  a  select  committee,  who,  after  giving  the  friends  of  the  measure 
a  patient  hearing,  advised  that  a  large  edition  of  both  memorials  be  print- 
ed.   This  was  done,  and  they  form  House  Document  No.  66  of  1849. 

*  Report  of  a  General  Pian  for  tlie  promotion  of  Public  and  Private  Health  5  devised,  pre- 
pared and  recommended  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  under  a  Resolve  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  relating  to  a  Sanitary  Survey  of  the  State.  Presented  April  25,  1850.  Octavo, 
pp.  514.    Boston,  Button  &  Wentvvorth,  State  Printers. 
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At  the  very  end,  the  last  day  but  one  of  the  session,  a  resolve  was 
passed,  authorizing  the  Governor  "  to  appoint  three  persons  to  be  com- 
missioners to  prepare  and  report  to  the  next  Geneial  Court  a  plan  for  a 
sanitary  survey  of  the  State,  embracing  a  statement  of  such  facts  and 
suggestions  as  they  may  deem  proper  to  illustrate  the  subject."  Five 
hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  to  pay  the  commissioners  for  their 
time  and  travel,  at  the  same  rate  as  is  paid  to  the  members  of  the 
Legislature. 

The  Governor  appointed  Lemuel  Shattuck,  Esq.,  of  Boston  ;  Dr. 
Jehiel  Abbott,  of  Westfield  ;  and  Nath.  P.  Banks,  Esq.,  of  Waltham,  as 
the  commissioners.  The  principal  burden  of  making  this  inquiry  and  of 
writing  the  report  fell  upon  the  chaiiman.  Their  report  was  finished  in 
1850,  and  presented  then  to  the  Legislature,  and  by  that  body  ordered 
to  be  printed.  And  now,  in  1851 ,  the  report  is  printed  and  offered  to  the 
present  General  Court  for  their  adoption.  This  is  die  fourth  Legisla- 
ture that  has  had  this  matter  under  consideration  ;  and  it  is  for  them  to 
say  whether  the  government  of  this  intelligent  Commonwealth  shall  take 
as  much  pains  to  ascertain  the  'sanitary  condition  and  circumstances  of 
the  people,  as  the  aristocratic  and  monarchical  governments  of  England 
and  France  have  already  taken  to  learn  the  health  of  their  subjects. 

The  plan  of  this  commission  goes  beyond  that  of  the  original  pro- 
jectors of  the  measure.  They  proposed  that  the  government  should, 
through  some  officer  or  conmiission,  cause  an  investigation  to  be  made 
of  the  present  sanitary  condition  of  the  people,  to  learn  whetlier  there 
are  any  differences  of  health  and  life  in  different  situations  and  classes 
of  society  ;  and,  if  such  should  be  found,  to  ascertain  the  circumstances 
and  conditions  that  accompany  these  differences,  and  whether  they  are 
removable. 

It  was  supposed  that,  when  this  survey  should  be  made  and  the  facts 
published,  other  measures  would  be  suggested  and  demanded  by  the  peo- 
ple and  adopted  by  the  government,  for  the  removal  of  evils  discovered 
to  exist,  for  the  protection  of  the  life  and  health,  and  for  securing  the  best 
sanitary  condition  of  the  people  of  this  State.  They  supposed  this  would 
be  a  work  of  gradual  growth.  They  were  willing  to  limit  their  first  re- 
quests to  small  beginnings,  the  mere  preliminary  inquiry,  for  tliey  thought 
not  only  that  this  was  all  that  the  Legislature  and  people  were  then 
prepared  to  undertake,  but  that,  out  of  the  information  thus  obtained, 
reasons  and  arguments  would  be  found  for  an  efficient  plan  of  removing 
and  preventing  the  evils  which  would  be  discovered,  and  then  a  com- 
plete and  well-adapted  sanitary  police  would  be  ultimately  organized  and 
established  throughout  the  State.  But  our  commission  thought  otherwise, 
and  have  entered  at  once  into  all  the  length  and  breadth  of  sanitary  or- 
ganization and  reform,  and  propose  that  the  people  grasp  the  whole  mat- 
ter in  the  beginning,  and  put  it  immediately  into  operation. 

The  plan  of  the  commission  proposes  a  new  and  thorough  sanitary 
organization  of  the  whole  State.  They  propose  the  repeal  of  all  the 
laws  now  in  existence  respecting  health,  and  the  establishment  of  an  en- 
tirely new  and  a  complete  code  which  shall  suit  the  present  wants  of  the 
people,  meet  all  the  exigences  of  the  present  time,  and  provide  for  the 
security  of  the  future. 
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We  should  be  glad  to  publish  the  whole  of  this  law.  We  desire 
that  our  readers  and  all  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  should  see 
and  understand  this  complete  plan  of  providing  for  and  protecting  public 
health  by  legislation.  But  we  have  not  room  for  the  whole,  and  we 
must  be  content  with  giving  an  abstract  of  its  principles  and  most  im- 
portant details,  referring  our  readers  to  the  report  itself,  which  we  trust 
will  be  found  in  the  hands  of  the  public  authorities  and  of  the  physicians 
of  all  the  towns  and  cities,  and  accessible  to  every  citizen  of  the  State. 

The  proposed  law  provides  for  the  following  purposes. 

The  establishment  of  a  General  Board  of  Health  for  the  whole  State, 
and  of  Local  Boards  of  Health  in  each  town  and  city.  The  General  Board 
of  Health  is  to  consist  of  seven  persons,  appointed  by  the  Governor  and 
Council,  together  with  the  Governor  and  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, who  shall  be  ex-officio  members. 

The  Local  Boards  of  Health  are  to  consist  of  three,  five  or  seven  mem- 
bers, to  be  appointed  by  the  Selectmen  of  the  towns  and  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of  cities,  together  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Selectmen  or 
the  Mayor,  and  the  Town  or  City  Clerk,  or  the  Registrar,  if  there  be  one, 
who  shall  be  ex-officio  members. 

The  appointed  members  of  these  boards  of  health  are  to  be  somewhat 
permanent.  Each  one  after  the  first  is  to  hold  his  office  as  many  years 
as  there  are  members  appointed.  One  is  to  go  out  every  year,  and  his 
place  filled  by  re-appointment  or  by  another.  Thus  the  boards  may  ever 
be  renewed  in  part,  but  never  suddenly  changed. 

The  law  does  not  specify  the  composition  of  the  General  Board,  but 
in  another  part  of  the  Report  the  Commission  say  : — 

"  We  recommend,  that  the  Board,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  composed  of 
two  physicians,  one  counsellor  at  law,  one  chemist  or  natural  philosopher, 
one  civil  engineer,  and  two  persons  of  other  professions  or  occupations ; 
all  properly  qualified  for  the  office  by  their  talents,  their  education,  their 
experience  and  their  wisdom."  The  law  provides  that  the  General 
Board  appoint  a  Secretary,  who  shall  be  the  principal  executive  officer. 
The  duties  of  the  Board  are. 

To  superintend  the  execution  of  the  sanitary  laws  of  the  State. 

To  consider  and  decide  upon  sanitary  questions  submitted  to  them  by 
the  State,  cities,  towns  and  local  boards. 

To  advise  as  to  location  and  arrangement  of  public  buildings,  and  the 
sanitary  regulations  of  public  institutions. 

To  visit  public  charitable  institutions. 

To  instruct  the  local  boards  as  to  their  powers  and  duties. 

To  superintend  the  decennial  census,  and  prepare  the  reports. 

To  report  annually  to  the  Legislature  the  history  of  their  doings  and 
of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  State,  with  such  suggestions  as  may  be 
for  the  public  benefit. 

They  may  expend  fifty  dollars  a  year  in  books  relating  to  sanitary- 
matters,  for  their  use  and  for  that  of  their  successors  in  office. 

The  labor  of  these  duties  is  to  come  principally  on  the  Secretary.  He 
is  to  superintend  the  registration  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  and  pre- 
pare the  annual  report,  which  is  now  done  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State. 
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He  is  to  superintend  the  decennial  enumeration  of  the  people,  and 
prepare  the  tables  and  report. 

He  is  to  make  a  sanitary  survey  of  any  town  or  district  of  the  State, 
when  directed  by  the  Board. 

He  is  to  collect  the  reports  from  the  several  cities  and  towns,  and  digest 
the  facts  and  suggestions  which  are  in  them,  and  those  which  he  may 
obtain  from  other  sources,  into  one  report,  which  he  shall  annually  pre- 
pare for  the  Board. 

He  is  to  diffuse,  as  much  as  possible,  through  the  State,  all  the  infor- 
mation he  can  obtain,  "  to  the  end  that  the  laws  of  health  and  life  may 
be  better  understood,  the  causes  of  disease  ascertained  and  removed,  the 
length  of  human  life  extended,  the  vital  force  and  productive  power  in- 
creased, and  the  greatest  amount  of  physical  improvement  and  happiness 
attained  and  enjoyed." 

For  these  purposes,  the  report  recommends,  that  the  Secretary  be  a 
man  of  talent,  learning  and  tact,  and  have  great  strength  of  character. 
"  He  should  know  what  to  do,  and  how  to  do  it ;  what  information  to 
obtain,  and  how  to  obtain  it.  He  should  be  thoroughly  educated  in  the 
science  of  public  health,  and  the  causes  and  prevention  of  disease ;  and 
be  capable  of  arranging,  analyzing,  abstracting,  combining  and  publish- 
ing, the  facts  that  may  be  collected,  v/ith  proper  deductions  and  conclu- 
sions from  them,  in  such  form  as  will  be  most  useful  to  science  and  con- 
tribute most  to  the  improvement  of  practical  life."  He  should  devote 
his  whole  time  and  energies  to  the  work,  and  for  this  he  should  receive  a 
competent  reward. 

The  law  requires  that  the  Local  Boards  of  Health  execute  all  the  sani- 
tary laws  of  the  State,  and  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  General  Board, 
and  "  endeavor,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  prevent  disease  and  save  life,  by 
removing  the  causes  of  disease  and  mortality."  The  Local  Board  shall 
appoint  one  of  their  number  as  Secretary  ;  "  and  if  need  be,  another  to 
be  Medical  Health  Officer  and  another  to  be  Surveyor."  They  may 
expend  a  limited  amount  of  money,  according  to  the  population  of  the 
city  or  town,  in  the  purchase  of  sanitary  works.  The  medical  health 
officer  is  to  ascertain  the  existence,  locality,  circumstances,  and  probable 
causes  of  sickness,  and  especially  of  epidemic  or  contagious  diseases, 
and  call  public  attention  to  nuisances,  and  all  other  matters,  circum- 
stances and  habits  that  militate  with  public  health,  and  make  report  of 
all  these  facts  and  opinions  to  the  Local  Board. 

The  surveyor  is  required  to  prepare  for  the  use  of  the  board  a  map 
of  the  town  or  any  part  of  it,  showing  the  location  and  grades  of  roads 
and  streets,  natural  and  artificial  ponds,  and  all  places  which  may  be 
suspected  to  be  the  sources  of  miasms  ;  and  make  all  investigations  as  to 
localities  which  the  board  may  require. 

The  Local  Boards  may  make  rules — 

"  For  ascertaining  the  causes  of  death,  the  prevailing  diseases  and 
their  atmospheric,  local  or  personal  causes  ;  the  amount  and  kind  of  sick- 
ness in  different  sections  and  classes  of  people." 

For  preventing  or  mitigating  disease. 

1?  or  the  relief  of  persons  afflicted  or  threatened  with  disease. 
For  vaccination  of  the  inhabitants. 
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"  For  removing,  destroying  or  preventing  nuisances." 

"  For  restoring  or  removing  persons  or  articles  infected  with  smallpox 
or  other  contagious  disease." 

For  establishing  hospitals  for  contagious  or  malignant  diseases. 

For  establishing  sewerage  and  drainage,  and  the  removal  of  offal,  &c. 

For  purifying  vessels,  buildings  and  places  dangerous  to  health. 

For  regulating  the  location  or  exclusion  "  of  pigsties,  slaughter-houses, 
chemical  works,  and  any  employment  dangerous  to  health." 

For  warming  and  ventilating  school-houses  and  other  public  buildings, 
and  preventing  evils  arising  from  crowded  lodging  houses,  and  cellar 
dwellings. 

For  preventing  the  sale  of  unwholesome  food  or  drink. 

"  For  preventing  or  mitigating  the  sanitary  evils  arising  from  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  hquors,  and  from  haunts  of  dissipation." 

For  the  management  of  cemeteries  and  burials. 

For  the  registration  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths. 

The  Board  of  Health  of  any  town  may  establish  quarantine. 

Magistrates  and  other  officers,  and  all  citizens,  are  required  to  aid  in 
executing  the  sanitary  rules  and  laws.  Sheriffs,  marshals  and  constables 
are  required  especially  to  remove  or  destroy  articles  dangerous  to  public 
health  ;  to  remove  persons  or  articles  infected  with  contagion  ;  to  break 
open  and  enter,  in  the  day-time,  any  house,  or  other  building  or  place 
containing  any  person  or  article  infected  with  smallpox,  or  any  dangerous 
nuisance  ;  and  to  impress  houses,  attendants  and  other  necessaries  for 
the  sick. 

Whenever  any  one  is  sick  of  smallpox  or  other  contagious  or  malig- 
nant disease,  the  householder  or  the  attending  physician  must  give  notice 
thereof  to  the  Local  Board. 

The  owners  of  infected  houses  or  articles  must  pay  for  the  cleansing 
or  the  removal.  But  the  town  must  pay  for  the  services  of  officers  and 
assistants,  and  for  houses,  and  articles  taken  for  the  use  of  the  sick. 

The  Local  Board  shall  give  notice  to  the  General  Board  of  the  exist- 
ence of  any  epidemic  or  contagious  disease,  and  then  the  General  Board 
shall  adopt  measures  for  mitigation  or  prevention. 

"  Any  one  injured,  either  in  his  comfort  or  in  the  enjoyment  of  his 
estate,  by  any  nuisance,  may  have  an  action  on  the  case  for  the  damages 
sustained  thereby." 

The  plan  of  sanitary  organization  and  police  proposed  in  this  law  is 
complete  and  effective,  and  if  adopted  will  meet  the  sanitary  wants  and 
conditions  of  the  people,  and  provide  against  sanitary  evils  that  may 
otherwise  appear  in  time  to  come. 

This  law  is  explained  and  enforced  in  a  series  of  fifty  recommenda- 
tions, in  which  are  shown  the  advantages  and  applications  of  its  provi- 
sions, and  which  are  worthy  the  careful  attention  of  the  Legislature  and 
people.  We  have  not  time  or  space  to  quote  or  even  analyze  all  these 
recommendations,  but  there  are  some  that  should  not  be  passed  over  with- 
out notice. 

The  first  and  most  important  is  the  sanitary  organization  of  the  State, 
with  the  General  and  Local  Boards  of  Health,  to  be  composed  of  men  of 
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character  and  learning,  who  shall  be  endowed  with  authority  to  inquire 
into  and  watch  over  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  several  towns  and  cities. 

This  plan  of  the  commission  for  the  sanitary  organization  is  similar  to 
the  arrangement  for  the  supervision  and  aid  of  common  school  education. 
The  Board  of  Education  has  general  oversight  of  all  the  schools  in  the 
State,  while  the  local  committees,  by  their  universal  presence,  have  un- 
der their  supervision  the  schools  and  the  interests  of  education  in  every 
town  and  district.  The  Board  of  Education  gives  uniformity  and  effi- 
ciency to  the  whole  system  ;  they  gather  the  knowledge,  the  experience 
and  the  opinions  from  all  the  people,  and  concentrating  these  in  their 
reports  they  send  them  back  to  the  whole. 

The  General  Board  of  Health,  like  the  Board  of  Education,  is  to  be 
composed  of  men,  who,  by  their  education,  their  talents  and  their  habits, 
are  the  best  fitted  to  take  charge  of  the  matters  which  are  placed  in 
their  hands.  They  must  be  able  to  comprehend  and  provide  for  all 
general  sanitary  wants  and  difficulties  of  the  State.  They  must  look 
carefully  after  the  condition  of  all,  gather  the  information  of  the  causes 
of  ill  health  from  every  part,  and  condensing  this  in  their  reports  distri- 
bute it  again  to  the  whole. 

The  Local  Boards  of  Health,  ever  present  in  every  town,  will  wMtch 
carefully  for  sanitary  evils  and  nuisances,  ascertain  whether  and  to  what 
degree  they  can  be  removed  or  mitigated,  and  take  effectual  means  for 
these  purposes.  Or,  if  neither  of  these  can  be  done,  they  can  give  the 
people  warning,  so  that  they  come  not  to  dwell  in,  or  remove  from,  the 
sources  of  disease.  Their  reports  of  diseases  and  mortality,  and  of  the 
co-existing  circumstances,  will  throw  much  light  on  the  causes  and  ori- 
gin of  disease,  and  enable  the  public  authorities  and  the  people  to  take 
due  measures  for  their  amehoration  or  extinction. 

The  Local  Boards  are  to  be  selected  by  the  several  town  and  city  au- 
thorities, and  to  be  men  of  character  for  education,  intelligence  and  fit- 
ness for  their  office,  and  well  established  in  popular  confidence.  Their 
character  and  position  will  give  them  great  efficiency,  and  enable  them 
to  accomplish  much  for  the  purpose  of  their  appointment.  They  are  to 
hold  their  offices  for  periods  of  several  years,  so  that  the  board  will  never 
suffer  from  frequent  and  sudden  changes,  but  will  be  sufficiently  perma- 
nent to  form  and  carry  into  effect  continuous  plans  of  sanitary  administra- 
tion. And  as  the  term  of  each  one's  office  expires  in  three,  five,  or  seven 
years,  the  board  will  not  be  so  fixed  as  to  be  beyond  popular  reach  or 
change.  Thus  their  administration  may  be  stable,  and  yet  it  may  fre- 
quently derive  new  and  fresh  strength  from  the  annual  appointments. 

The  18th  recommendation  of  the  commission  proposes,  "  that  in  laying 
out  new  towns  and  villages,  and  in  extending  those  already  laid  out, 
ample  provision  be  made  for  a  supply,  in  purity  and  abundance,  of  light, 
air  and  water  ;  for  drainage  and  sewerage,  and  for  cleanliness." 

This  is  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to  a  large  portion  of  the  people 
of  this  State  and  the  United  States,  in  this  and  in  all  succeeding  genera- 
tions.  Our  old  cities  are  growing  rapidly,  and  many  of  our  towns  are 
becoming  compact  cities,  and  extending  their  borders  with  the  increase 
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of  their  inhabitants.  The  increase  of  our  population  is  very  much 
greater  in  the  cities  and  large  towns  than  in  the  rural  districts.  The 
commission  say,  "  nearly  the  whole  of  the  increase  of  the  population  of 
Massachusetts,  during  the  last  twenty  years,  is  to  be  found  in  the  cities 
and  villages." 

There  is  a  wonderful  difference  in  the  degree  of  health  and  strength, 
in  the  value  of  life,  and  in  the  amount  of  productive  force  and  of  per- 
sonal comfort,  that  can  be  enjoyed  in  the  city  and  country.  Of  a  thou- 
sand children  that  are  born  in  either  place,  more  arrive  to  productive 
and  self-sustaining  years  in  the  country  than  in  the  city  ;  and  to  those 
who  thus  do  reach  the  maturity  of  manhood,  the  average  duration  of 
years  of  strength  and  power  to  labor  is  greatest  in  the  country. 

It  is  thus  a  matter  of  importance  to  our  people  to  learn  to  what  extent 
this  difference  of  health  and  life  exists,  and  whether  it  is  connected  with 
circumstances  and  conditions  that  may  be  assumed  as  causes  of  disease, 
and  wiiether  tliese  causes  are  necessarily  inherent  in  density  of  population, 
and  to  what  degree  of  density  population  can  be  compacted  without  im- 
pairing their  vital  force. 

All  the  evidence  now  presented  to  us  from  the  English  and  French  in- 
vestigations, and  from  the  few  general  inquiries  made  in  this  country,  shows 
that  there  is  a  constant  relation  between  mortality  and  density  of  popula- 
tion ;  that  this  is  found  from  comparison  of  both  the  city  with  the  country, 
and  the  more,  with  the  less,  crowded  parts  of  the  same  city.  It  is  now  be- 
lieved that  this  difTerence  of  the  value  of  life  is,  in  a  great  degree,  due 
to  the  difference  in  the  arrangement  of  the  streets  and  courts,  their  di- 
rection, width  and  grades  ;  to  the  degree  to  which  the  air  is  allowed  to  en- 
ter and  pass  through  to  ventilate  them  ;  to  the  cleansing  the  surface  of  the 
offal  and  other  filth,  that  necessarily  gather  in  the  streets  and  courts  ; 
and  to  the  degree  of  drainage  of  the  surface  water,  and  the  under-ground 
sewerage.  It  is  found  that  many  diseases,  and  especially  fevers,  cho- 
lera, and  others  of  epidemic  or  endemic  nature,  yorevail  most  in  those 
districts  of  cities,  where  there  is  the  least  external  and  internal  ventila- 
tion, where  there  is  no  well-established  drainage  above  or  sewerage  be- 
low the  ground,  where  the  rain  waters  and  the  waste  waters  from  the 
dwellings  are  suffered  to  stagnate  and  evaporate  on  the  ground,  and  send 
forth  their  foul  effluvia  and  their  miasms  to  contaminate  the  atmosphere. 
Dr.  T.  Southwood  Smith  says,  it  is  a  general  law,  that  good  drainage, 
sewerage  and  surface  draining,  and  health,  go  togetlier  ;  that  filth  and 
disease  walk  hand  in  hand  ;  that  a  map  of  the  sewers  may  be  gene- 
rally taken  as  a  map  of  the  healthy  parts  of  a  city  ;  and  finally,  that 
where  the  sewers  and  the  scavengers  are  not  found,  there  fever  makes 
its  most  destructive  havoc. 

These  evils,  which  have  been  found  so  abundant  in  old  cities,  may  be 
provided  against  and  in  great  measure  prevented  in  our  new  cities,  and 
in  the  exterior  of  the  old  ones,  by  an  organized  and  judicious  system  of 
laying  them  out,  in  reference  to  their  influence  upon  the  health  and  life 
of  those  who  shall  afterwards  inhabit  them. 

Unfortunately  the  arrangements  of  these  streets  in  respect  to  their  direc- 
tion, width  and  grade,  is  left  very  much  to  the  land  proprietors,  who  lay 
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them  out  in  reference  to  the  sale  of  lots  upon  their  borders.  If  the 
whole  site  of  a  city  or  even  any  large  suburb,  were  the  property  of  one 
proprietor  or  of  one  united  company,  as  was  the  town  of  Lawrence,  it 
might,  like  that,  be  laid  out  according  to  one  comprehensive  plan,  and  the 
wants  and  the  health  of  a  dense  population,  at  least  as  dense  as  health  ad- 
mits, might  be  provided  for.  But  where  these  lands  are  divided  among 
many,  and  eacli  one  is  desirous  of  having  his  own  accessible  and  saleable, 
the  direction,  width  and  grade  of  the  streets  are  determined  by  the  effect 
which  they  will  have  on  the  value  of  each  one's  lots,  and  not  by  the  con- 
sideration of  future  heakh  of  those  who  shall  dwell  on  them. 

There  are  now  nine  cities  in  this  State  ;  these  are  rapidly  expanding 
their  borders,  and  condensing  their  interior  ;  and  there  are  other  towns 
fast  approaching  in  population  the  requisite  condition  of  twelve  thousand 
m  order  to  become  cities  also.  If  these  nine  could  have  been  origi- 
nally laid  out,  or  if  their  new  parts  could  now  be  laid  out,  in  each  case, 
according  to  one  large  plan,  which  should  be  made  solely  in  regard  to 
the  future  good  of  the  people,  to  their  health,  productive  power  and 
longevity,  the  advantages  in  the  long  run,  from  this  measure,  would  be 
almost  incalculable. 

The  long  and  exceedingly  valuable  report  of  the  English  Commission- 
ers upon  the  health  of  towns,  in  three  folio  volumes,  contains  a  series  of 
important  measures  to  be  established  by  the  British  Parliament  for  the 
good  of  new  towns  which  may  thereafter  be  created,  or  new  districts  of 
old  towns  which  may  be  expanded.  These  propose  especially  to  au- 
thorize the  city  or  town  governments  to  cause  all  the  lands,  that  are  to 
be  buih  over,  to  be  first  surveyed  by  the  town  or  city  surveyor,  and  the 
plan,  grade  and  width  of  all  the  streets  determined  in  a  manner  most  fa- 
vorable to  the  health  of  the  future  inhabitants,  and  thus  secure  them 
and  their  posterity  through  successive  generations  from  the  sanitary  evils 
that  result  from  the  crowded,  narrow,  undrained  and  unventilated  streets, 
that  exist  in  many  old  and  in  some  new  cities. 

When  the  plan  and  charter  of  the  city  of  Worcester  were  under  con- 
sideration of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  the  attention  of  those  who  had 
this  matter  in  their  charge  was  requested  to  these  English  reports,  and 
especially  to  these  recommendations  that  were  proposed  to  be  incorporat- 
ed into  the  charters  of  all  new  cities  and  appended  to  the  charters  of  the 
old  ones,  and  they  were  urged  to  put  those  or  similar  provisions  into 
the  charter  of  the  proposed  city.  As  Worcester  had  always  been  a 
pattern  town,  it  was  then  desirable  that  it  should  become  a  pattern  city, 
and  be  established,  at  its  beginning,  on  the  basis  of  the  best  experience 
and  wisdom  of  the  world. 

If  these  provisions  could  have  been  incorporated  into  the  charter  of 
Worcester,  and  the  city  authorities  endowed  with  power  to  establish  the 
best  plan  and  arrangement  of  streets,  and  the  best  sanitary  organization 
over  the  territory  then  vacant,  the  gain  in  life  and  health,  and  personal 
enjoyment,  in  the  productive  power,  and  in  the  actual  income  and  wealth 
of  the  people,  the  saving  of  the  cost  of  sickness  and  pauperism,  through 
all  coming  time,  would  have  been  almost  incalculable. 

These  reasons  were  urged  in  regard  to  Worcester,  which  was  then 
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under  consideration  ;  and  it  was  thought,  that,  if  these  provisions  could 
have  been  incorporated  into  the  charter  of  that  city,  they  would  be  also 
adopted  in  all  others  that  sliould  be  thereaiter  established.  Hut  the 
friends  of  this  sanitary  measure  failed.  It  was  feared,  by  the  friends  of 
the  city,  that  the  proposition  of  any  new  condition  might  be  a  stum- 
bling block  to  its  progress  ;  it  would  probably  cause  the  loss  of  some 
votes,  and  perhaps  peril  the  charter  itself.  It  was,  therefore,  dropped, 
and  the  new  city  came  into  being  with  all  the  imperfections  in  sanitary 
organization  that  have  weighed  so  heavily  on  other  and  older  cities  ;  and 
it  may  be  doomed  to  suffer  the  evils  of  narrow  streets,  of  imperfect 
drainage,  defective  ventilation,  want  of  cotiimon  and  open  grounds,  and 
all  the  consequent  blight  of  health  and  depression  of  life  in  some  of  its 
inhabitants,  that  have  grown  up  with  and  adhere  to  older  cities. 

The  plan  of  South  Boston  was  drawn,  and  the  arrangement,  direc- 
tion, width  and  grade  of  the  streets  determined,  while  the  land  was  va- 
cant, and  long  before  these  streets  were  actually  laid  out.  I'he  ex- 
tension of  the  city  of  New  York  over  Manhattan  Island  was  anticipat- 
ed in  the  same  way.  Thus,  in  both  of  these  places,  wide  and  straight 
streets,  and  proper  grades  for  drainage,  were  provided  for,  before  private 
interest  interlered  to  disturb  the  uniforniity  of  the  general  plan. 

In  1S49,  the  town  of  Dorchester,  by  public  vote,  instructed  their  Se- 
lectmen to  propose  a  plan,  according  to  which  all  streets  in  future  should 
be  laid  out,  as  to  width,  direction  and  grades,  in  reference  to  the  proba- 
bility that  the  town  would  ultimately  become  a  city  with  a  compact 
population.  The  Selectmen  reported  as  to  the  width  and  grade  of  such 
streets  as  might  be  asked  for  or  offered  to  the  town  for  acceptance. 
But  they  had  no  authority  to  lay  out  or  determine  a  plan  for  the  whole 
town,  or  of  such  parts  as  will  probably  become  densely  inhabited.  The 
law  makes  no  provision  for  this  purpose,  and  consequently  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  streets  in  that  growing  town  is  left  to  the  interest  of  pro- 
prietors, who  can  run  their  streets  in  any  direction  that  will  bring  their 
lots  to  the  most  advantageous  sale. 

There  is  need  of  a  law  to  meet  this  class  of  cases.  And  the  law 
proposed  by  this  commission  is  adequate  to  the  purpose.  We  commend 
the  whole  report,  and  especially  the  law  and  the  fifty  recommendations, 
to  the  careful  consideration  of  the  legislature  and  the  people.      E.  J. 


REPORT    OF  A  COMMITTEE    OP  TME    M  ASS  AC!!  U:^ETT3  MEDICAL 
SOCIETY  ON  HO.MCEOPATHY. 

Adopted  by  the  Counselloks,  Oct.  2,  1850,  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 

[Communicfited  to  the  Boston  Medical  aird  Surgical  Journal  by  the  Committee  on  Publication.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society, 
held  May  3Uth,  1850,  an  application  was  made  by  Dr.  Isaac  Colby, 
of  Salem,  to  resign  his  Fellowship,  assigning  as  a  reason  for  so  doing, 
that  he  had  become  a  convert  to  the  doctrines  of  homceopathy.  It  was 
therefore  "resolved,  that  the  documents  (Dr.  Colby's  papers)  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  devise  some  course 
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of  action  to  be  pursued  by  the  Society  in  regard  to  all  homoeopathistSy 
and  report  at  the  next  meeting." 

The  undersigned  regret  that  they  were  selected  to  serve  on  this  com- 
mittee, because  they  feel  that  the  subject  is  a  delicate  one,  and  that  any 
course  which  may  suggest  itself  will  be  attended  with  some  degree  of 
difficulty  and  embarrassment.  At  the  same  time,  however,  they  do  not 
intend  to  shrink  from  the  duty  that  has  been  imposed  on  them.  They 
are  satisfied  that  the  period  has  arrived  when  the  Society  should  decide 
and  make  known  what  position  it  intends  to  take  in  relation  to  homoeo- 
pathic practitioners.  Whether  it  means  to  regard  them  as  fellow-laborers 
in  the  great  cause  of  science  and  humanity,  in  which  its  own  members 
profess  to  be  engaged  ;  or  whether  it  will  hold  no  communion  with  them, 
but  place  them  on  the  same  footing  with  the  various  classes  of  irregular 
and  empirical  practitioners  with  whom  it  acknowledges  no  fellowship. 

It  is  obvious  that  one  of  these  courses  must  be  adopted,  and  yet  the 
Society  will  bring  upon  itself  some  degree  of  odium  whichever  it  may 
choose  to  pursue.  It  does  not  seem  right  that  individuals,  who  hold  in 
contempt  the  commonly-received, doctrines  of  the  medical  profession,  as 
received  by  this  Society,  and  who  freely  denounce  them  as  unsound,  if 
not  unsafe,  should  at  the  same  time  be  enrolled  as  members  of  our 
deeply-cherished  institution,  and  thus  gain  a  position,  which  they  per- 
haps would  not  otherwise  have  so  readily  attained. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  may  probably  be  urged,  that  some  of  the  prac- 
titioners of  homoeopathy  are  men  of  talent  and  education,  who  have 
been  well  instructed  in  the  commonly-received  doctrines  of  medicine,  but 
who,  from  some  new  light  with  which  they  have  been  favored,  feel  bound 
to  abandon  them  and  adopt  a  very  different  course  of  practice  from  that 
pursued  by  the  great  mass  of  medical  men.  That  they  have  done 
nothing  to  forfeit  their  good  name  ;  that  they  are  acting  conscientiously, 
being  fully  convinced  that  the  world  was  in  the  dark  in  relation  to 
the  healing  art,  till  it  was  enlightened  by  the  revelation  of  Hahnemann. 

The  Committee  are  not  disposed  to  deny  the  truth  of  this  statement ; 
at  the  same  time  they  cannot  perceive  that  it  should  have  any  influence 
on  the  course  which  the  Society  may  think  proper  to  adopt. 

A  great  majority,  probably,  of  the  Fellows  of  our  institution  believe, 
that  the  homoeopathic  physicians  are  mistaken  in  their  views  of  the  na- 
ture of  disease  and  the  mode  of  treatment.  They  believe  that  the  sys- 
tem is  radically  wrong  ;  based  on  false  views  of  pathology  ;  resting  rather 
on  gratuitous  assumptions  than  well-founded  facts.  They  do  not  believe 
that  there  is  anything  to  support  their  doctrine  of  the  nature  of  disease,  or 
their  principles  of  its  treatment,  or  their  mode  of  administering  reme- 
dial agents.  It  is  of  no  consequence  to  us  whether  this  system  is 
adopted  by  individuals  in  good  faith,  from  a  conviction  of  its  truth,  or 
whether  it  is  taken  up  from  mercenary  or  other  sinister  motives.  If  the 
system  be  a  bad  one,  mischievous  and  unsafe  when  carried  into  practice, 
it  is  of  very  little  consequence  to  the  community  whether  its  disciples  are 
honest  or  not ;  whether  they  are  trying  to  dupe  others,  or  are  merely 
duped  themselves. 

The  Committee,  however,  have  neither  time  nor  inclination  to  discuss 
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at  large  the  doctrines  of  homneopathy  ;  nor  do  they  think  it  necessary 
to  do  so,  as  they  have  no  doubt  that  the  subject  is  well  understood  by 
most  of  the  Fellows  of  this  Society.  They  will  merely  remark,  that 
in  their  opinion,  the  boasted  cures  that  have  been  effected  by  this  mode 
of  practice  are  attributable  to  the  unaided  efforts  of  nature  ;  to  the  fact, 
that  the  medical  attendant  did  not  interfere  with  the  natural  restorative 
processes,  by  means  of  which  a  vast  many  of  the  maladies  to  which  hu- 
man nature  is  subjected  are  brought  to  a  favorable  issue.  It  is  enough 
for  us  to  believe  that  the  doctrine  of  the  origin  of  disease,  of  the  prin- 
ciples by  which  it  should  be  managed,  and  the  method  of  adnfmistering 
remedial  agents,  as  proposed  by  Hahnemann  and  his  disciples,  are  untrue 
and  unsafe,  and  that  therefore  we  cannot  give  to  those  who  adopt  this 
mode  of  practice  the  sanction  of  our  Society  by  receiving  them  as  mem- 
bers of  our  fraternity.  We  cannot  say  to  them  in  good  faith,  as  we 
do  in  our  diploma  to  all  who  become  our  associates,  that  they  are  well 
skilled  in  the  healing  art,  and  most  worthy  of  the  honors  and  privileges 
of  the  Society. 

It  does  not  seem  to  your  Committee  that  either  the  homoeopathic 
practitioners  or  the  community  at  large  would  have  any  right  to  complain 
of  this  course.  ]f  these  practitioners  honestly  believe  the  system  they 
have  adopted,  they  can  surely  have  no  wish  for  any  professional  connec- 
tion with  individuals  whose  doctrines  they  repudiate  ;  and  the  public 
certainly  could  derive  no  advantage  from  an  association,  whose  members 
entertained  such  discordant  opinions. 

It  would,  perhaps,  be  doing  injustice  to  homoeopathy,  if  it  were  not 
admitted  that  the  promulgation  of  its  doctrines  had,  at  least  indirectly, 
been  of  some  service  to  the  cause  of  medical  science.  It  may  have 
taught  us  to  place  more  confidence  in  the  curative  powers  of  nature,  and 
less  in  medicinal  agents,  in  the  management  of  disease,  than  we  have 
hitherto  done  ;  and  it  may  well  be  doubted,  if  it  has  exerted  any  salutary 
influence  beyond  this. 

It  cannot  be  denied  by  any  one,  who  has  given  any  considerable  de- 
gree of  attention  to  the  subject,  that  the  present  period  is  an  inauspicious 
one  for  the  success  of  any  medical  theory,  that  does  not  rest  on  a  sub- 
stantial basis.  At  no  time  in  the  history  of  the  world,  has  the  science 
of  medicine  been  cultivated  on  principles  so  philosophic  as  at  the  present. 
All  theories  have  been  abandoned ;  we  hear  nothing  of  the  humoral 
pathology  or  the  doctrine  of  solidism.  There  are  none  at  the  present 
day  who  acknowledge  themselves  to  be  the  disciples  of  Boerhaave  or 
Hoffman  ;  of  Cullen  or  Brown  ;  and  there  is  not  probably  an  individual 
who  now  supports  the  once  popular  doctrines  of  Rush  or  Brousais.  All 
the  true  votaries  of  our  profession  are  earnestly  seeking  for  truth  alone  ; 
accumulating  facts  by  patient  and  toilsome  observation  of  disease  and 
effects,  and  drawing  conclusions  from  them  by  the  cautious  process 
of  inductive  reasoning.  At  no  period  have  the  various  changes  which 
disease  produces  in  the  different  tissues,  organs  and  seer  tions  of  the  body 
been  subjected  to  so  rigid  a  scrutiny.  The  microscope  and  animal 
chemistry  have  been  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  pathologist,  and  we  are 
already  reaping  rich  fruits  from  his  labors.    If  we  have  not  yet  gained 
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more  control  of  disease  than  our  predecessors  had,  we  better  understand 
the  power  of  remedies;  we  know  more  than  was  formerly  known,  when 
it  is  best  to  withhold  them  altogether,  relying  on  the  powers  of  nature, 
and  when  they  can  be  used  advantageously  in  aid  of  those  powers. 

At  such  a  period  as  this,  your  Committee  cannot  persuade  them- 
selves that  the  doctrines  of  homeeopathy  can  have  any  very  extensive 
or  permanent  influence  ;  at  the  same  time,  they  think  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  Society  to  avoid  giving  them  its  sanction  in  the  slightest  degree. 
They  therefore  beg  leave  respectfully  to  offer  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Counsellors  the  following  resolutions  :  — 

1st.  Resolved,  That  any  Fellow  of  this  Society  who  makes  applica- 
tion to  resign  his  Fellowship  in  consequence  of  having  adopted  the  prin- 
ciples and  practice  of  homneopathy,  may  be  permitted  to  do  so,  on  pay- 
ing his  arrearages  ;  but  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  of  the  privileges 
of  Fellowship,  nor  shall  his  name  be  retained  in  the  list  of  Fc^llows. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  a  diploma  from  a  homeopathic  institution  shall 
not  be  received  as  any  evidence  of  a  medical  education;  nor  shall  the 
Censors  of  this  Society  regard  the  attendance  on  the  lectures  of  such  in- 
stitutions, nor  the  time  passed  at  them,  as  qualifications  which  shall  en- 
title candidates  to  an  examination  for  a  license  from  this  Society. 
Which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by 

Geo.  Hayward,  ") 

J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  >  Committee. 

Boston,  Oct.  2,  1850.  O.  W.  Holmks.  ) 


HKRNIA  REDUCCD  BY  CCrPING. 

EXTRACT  FROM  MY  KOTE  BOOK. 

Dec.  26,  1843. — Called  in  the  evening  to  see  J.  P.,  an  aged  man,  la- 
boring under  strangulated  scrotal  hernia  of  the  right  side.  The  patient  was 
lying  upon  his  back,  with  the  right  foot  drawn  up  ;  face  anxious,  almost 
death-like  ;  rigors  ;  pulse  frequent  and  irritable  ;  thirst ;  great  pain  in 
the  tumor.    Hernia  of  many  years  standing — had  never  worn  a  truss. 

Strangulation  has  now  continued  eight  hours.  Tumor  as  large  as  a 
coffee  cup,  pear-shaped,  very  tense,  hard  and  tender.  Put  two  pillows 
under  the  hips,  and  flexed  the  limbs  as  much  as  possible.  Taxis 
unsuccessful.  R.  01.  tiglii,  gtts.  ij.  Apply  snow  folded  betw^een 
cloths.  Taxis  again  unsuccessful.  Gave  morphine,  gr.  J  ;  tart.  ant.  et 
pot.,  gr.  j.  _ 

After  trying  nearly  an  liour  at  intervals,  without  success,  and  giving 
another  grain  of  morphine,  sent  for  the  family  physician,  Dr.  Thomas, 
of  Stow.  In  two  hours  more  the  doctor  arrived,  when  he  attempted  to 
reduce  the  tumor,  without  success.  Patient  affected  by  the  anodyne, 
and  the  pain  lessened.  Dr.  Thonias  directed  the  use  of  tobacco  ene- 
mata,  but  was  obliged  to  send  three  miles  for  a  syringe.  While  the 
messenger  was  absent,  I  found  a  quart  mug,  fi'om  v/hich  I  extracted  the 
air  by  burning  a  piece  of  paper  within  it,  and  applied  it  as  a  cupping- 


Editorial  Correspondence. 


101 


glass  to  tlie  right  side  of  tlie  abdomen,  just  above  Poupart's  ligament. 
It  fastened  firmly,  and  had  remained  on  but  a  few  minutes  before  the 
aged  patient  pronounced  the  joyful  intelligence  tliat  the  tumor  had  en- 
tirely disappeared,  and  before  the  syringe  arrived  his  bowels  had  moved, 
and  he  had  fallen  into  a  quiet,  easy  sleep. 

Watcrhury,  Vt.,  Feb.  ^23,  1851.  C.  H.  Cleaveland,  M.D. 


EXTRACTION  OF  A  NEEDLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston.  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — in  the  last  Journal,  Feb.  '26,  I  noticed  Dr.  Cleaveland's  remarks 
on  extraction  of  needles  ;  also  the  extraction  case  from  the  London 
Lancet.  1  will  state,  in  the  outset,  that  it  is  not  my  intention  at  this 
time  to  write  an  essay  upon  needles,  or  the  method  of  removing  them 
when  they  become  "  thorns  in  the  flesh  ;"  but  having  had  several  cases 
of  the  kind,  I  am  induced  to  record  one  that  came  under  my  observa- 
tion a  few  days  since.  A  boy,  10  years  of  age,  presented  himself  for 
examination,  saying  that  he  often  felt  something  pricking  him,  as  he  sat  on 
his  seat  at  school.  U[)on  examination  of  the  glutei  muscles  of  the  left 
side,  a  hard  substance,  running  parallel  with  their  fibres,  was  discovered 
about  three  fourths  of  an  inch  from  the  surface.  The  mother  said  her 
attention  was  called  to  it  when  the  boy  was  only  three  weeks  old  ;  but 
she  could  not  account  for  its  being  there,  or  conjecture  what  it  was.  It 
then  occupied  a  transverse  position,  and  has  only  moved  half  way  round 
since. 

An  opinion  was  given  that  it  was  probably  a  needle,  and  that  the  boy 
had  better  submit  to  its  removal.  Consent  being  given,  the  patient  was 
etherized,  and  pressing  the  thumb  and  finger  as  described  by  Dr.  C,  an 
incision  was  made  down  upon  one  end  of  the  foreign  body  ;  which  was 
sehed  firmly  with  a  long  pair  of  forceps,  and,  after  some  resistance,  it 
came  forth  from  its  ten  years'  obscurity.  It  proved  to  be  a  portion  of 
a  needle,  an  inch  in  length.    The  distal  portions  of  it  only  were  wanting. 

Respectfully,       A.  B.  Hall,  M.D. 

Natick,Fcb.  21,  1851. 
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EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

On  the  River  Nile — Monday,  Dec.  2,  1S50.— Frogs  were  singing  merrily, 
in  some  small  ponds,  just  over  the  bank,  last  night;  and  the  weather  is  so 
mild  that  summer  clothing  is  worn.  Hearing  a  drum  in  the  distance,  after 
ftistening  up  the  boat  for  the  night,  we  followed  the  sound,  lantern  in  hand, 
accompanied  by  four  of  the  crew,  about  a  mile,  through  ploughed  holds, 
pottery  beds,        and  finally  came  upon  a  village.    In  front  of  a  mosque, 
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were  men,  women  and  children,  seated  on  the  ground,  listening  to  the  per- 
formance of  a  man  on  a  shockingly  bad  tambourine,  which  he  accompanied 
by  a  worse  voice.  At  the  close  of  each  mournful  stanza,  as  many  as  chose 
joined  in  a  chorus.  A  lamp  was  procured  from  the  mosque  to  see  us  with 
— and  the  Sheik  ordered  coffee  both  for  ourselves  and  our  half-naked  escort 
of  Arabs.  Lighted  pipes  were  handed  to  us,  first  by  the  Sheik,  or  first 
magistrate,  and  then  by  his  associates,  with  a  gravity,  and  with  salams, 
that  bespoke  both  their  politeness  and  the  supposed  dignified  characters  of 
the  town's  guests.  At  a  proper  time,  after  making  a  present  to  the  mu- 
sician, we  took  formal  public  leave,  and  ascertained,  on  arriving  on  board, 
that  the  Sheik  had  sent  three  officials  with  us,  who  expected  backshiesh  ! 
To-day  we  passed  Negada — where  the  cross  of  a  catholic  convent  is  seen 
above  the  mud  dove-cotes  that  make  up  the  town.  Acres  upon  acres  of 
earthen  water-jars,  made  into  rafts,  were  moored  in  the  river,  and  the 
shore  was  also  lined  with  enough,  when  broken  up,  as  they  will  be  ulti- 
mately, to  construct  a  mound  above  the  rise  of  the  Nile,  for  a  new  village. 
Two  bouncing  turbanned  Arabs  appeared  on  deck  this  morning,  smoking, 
of  course — one  of  whom  our  dragoman  said  was  captain  of  the  guard  at 
Thebes.  There  is  no  guard  therq,  we  are  informed,  and  this  was  only  a 
deception  for  getting  a  breakfast.  The  weather  growing  warmer,  yet  it  is 
still  delightful.  Early  in  the  morning  some  trees  were  passed,  perfectly 
vocal  with  singing  birds.  Laborers  in  the  field,  fishermen,  &c.,are  entirely 
naked.  We  are  now  about  eighteen  miles  from  ancient  Thebes — the  city 
of  a  hundred  gates.  A  poor  fellow  came  on  board  to-day,  to  consult  me  in 
regard  to  a  perishing  eye,  which  was  injured  by  a  blow  seven  months 
since,  and  brought  two  ears  of  excellent  roasted  corn,  hot  from  a  straw  fire, 
as  a  fee  ! 

Tuesday,  Dec.  3d. — Just  returned  from  an  examination  of  the  mighty 
ruins  of  Luxor.  Such  columns  of  sandstone,  covered,  from  chapiter  to 
base,  with  hieroglyphics,  were  never  wrought  before.  They  are  partially 
buried  by  earth  and  fallen  ruins,  and  are  fractured  most  shamefully.  Mud 
hovels  are  built  up  against  and  between  some  of  the  finest  specimens  of 
architectural  designing  the  world  ever  saw.  Even  on  the  top  they  are 
profaned  by  pigeon-houses  and  piles  of  filth.  One  grand  monolith,  of  red 
granite,  every  line  being  as  distinctly  seen  as  on  the  day  of  its  erection, 
stands  erect  and  alone  in  front  of  colossal  structures,  unsurpassed  in  the 
v/hole  world  for  grandeur  of  design  ;  and  yet  perhaps  twenty  or  thirty  feet 
of  its  foundation  are  concealed  by  the  accumulations  of  ages.  My  note- 
book is  the  bearer  of  the  impressions  produced  by  the  splendid  ruins  of 
Luxor.  Karuah  is  in  sight ;  and  Thebes,  on  the  Lybian  shore,  is  before 
me,  in  all  the  venerableness  of  age  and  the  majesty  of  its  skeleton  great- 
ness. But  we  have  decided  to  improve  the  coming  breeze,  and  urge  our 
way  on  to  the  cataract,  while  the  opportunity  presents ;  and  on  our  return, 
I  shall  give  to  each  and  every  temple,  obelisk  and  tomb,  the  minute  ex- 
amination due  to  the  respective  claims  of  each.  We  have  been  exceedingly 
annoyed  by  obtrusive  offers  of  services  from  guides — constituting  one  of 
the  plagues  of  Egypt.  Passed  a  large  slave  boat  to-day,  with  a  cargo  of 
negro  girls  from  some  part  of  Africa.  They  had  rude  ornaments  dangling 
from  the  head,  and  were  provoked  to  loud  laughter  at  our  uncouth  appear- 
ance in  European  dresses,  they  being  scarcely  covered  by  the  coarsest 
remnant  of  a  blanket. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  ^th. — We  were  obliged  to  stop  all  night  by  a  high 
bank,  because  the  wind  blew — the  very  thing  most  needed ;  but  the  cow- 
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ardly  Arabs  seemed  to  act  as  though  it  were  terrific.  The  river  is  becom- 
ing narrower,  and  the  Arabian  desert  comes  down  to  the  water  in  one 
place.  As  we  approach  Esne,  the  ancient  Latopolis,  where  a  fish  was 
worshipped,  there  are  seen  continually  square  door-ways  into  the  moun- 
tains, cut  into  the  bold  face  of  the  rocks,  from  50  to  150  feet  above  the  base. 
An  exploration  of  the  historical  tombs  and  the  mummy-caves  is  reserved 
till  we  descend  the  river.  Two  men  have  just  crossed  the  Nile  on  a  bundle 
of  sticks  or  millet-stalks.  One  of  them  balanced  the  scanty  clothing  of 
both,  in  a  basket,  on  his  head,  while  the  other  paddled  fearlessly,  despite  an 
army  of  crocodiles  around.  So  much  for  being  familiar  with  danger. 
People  are  planting  melon-seeds  on  shore.  Some  melon  stalks  are  just 
springing  up  out  of  the  ground,  and  the  fruit  of  the  last  crop  is  still  on  sale. 
Purchased  a  sheep  for  92  cents — half  being  given  to  the  crew.  They 
dressed  it  all — even  the  entrails,  to  disgusting  minuteness — which  shows 
what  a  luxury  meat  is  to  men  who  labor  for  one  dollar  a  montn. 

Thursday,  Dec.  5th. — On  passing  Edfou,  we  had  a  fair  view  of  an  im- 
mense pillar  of  a  temple ;  but  the  wind  being  fair,  it  is  thought  best  to  de- 
fer a  visit  there  till  our  return  from  Nubia.  Passed  the  place  where  tra- 
dition says  Moses  was  born.  The  sand-stone  strata  are  beginning  to  ap- 
pear, from  which  the  old  Egyptian  stone-cutters  quarried  many  a  huge 
block.  The  river  is  swift  and  narrower,  and  the  stony  ridges  in  the  dis- 
tance have  a  rough,  broken  aspect,  as  though  shattered  by  violence. 

6th. — Within  an  hour's  sail  of  the  first  cataract — the  proposed  limit  by 
boat.  We  shall  go  round  the  rapids  on  donkeys,  enter  Nubia,  and  visit  the 
temples  of  Philse.  Passed  Ombus  this  morning,  before  sunrise,  and  saw 
the  remains  of  a  town,  the  gateway  of  a  temple  of  the  Ptolemaic  age,  and  a 
part  of  the  sacred  edifice.  A  boat  went  by  to-day  from  Nubia,  with  a  lot 
of  fine-looking  black  men  in  snow-white  turbans,  on  their  way  to  transact 
business  with  the  governor  at  the  Pasha's  first  station.  A  death  occurred 
at  a  village  while  going  by  to-day,  and  the  entire  population  were  howling 
with  strong  lungs,  which  is  kept  up,  like  an  Irish  wake,  it  is  said,  two  or 
three  days.  The  deserts  approach  almost  to  the  water's  edge,  and  the 
denuded  rocks,  peeping  out  through  the  drifting  sands,  are  black,  cracked 
into  blocks,  and  have  the  appearance  of  being  discolored  hy  fire.  Had  a 
turkey  for  dinner — price  17  cents  !  I  am  now  dressed  in  summer  clothing, 
and  can  hardly  convince  myself  that  in  Boston  it  is  winter,  and  that  the 
snow  may  be  flying  this  6th  day  of  December,  while  I  am  writing  under 
protection  from  a  scorching  sun. 

Saturday,  Dec.lth. — At  Assouan — the  ancient  Syene — at  the  foot  of  the 
first  cataract,  the  island  of  Elephantine  directly  opposite,  with  its  surprising 
ruins  in  hard  red  granite,  nilometer,  remains  of  Roman  masonry,  together 
with  the  mounds,  broken  statues,  arches,  dilapidated  dwellings,  and  the 
other  rubbish  of  four  thousand  years.  Assouan  is  the  residence  of  a  governor, 
whose  province  is  from  Kenneh,  40  miles  below  Thebes,  to  the  cataract. 
The  population,  he  informed  me — in  the  course  of  an  official  visit  to  our  boat, 
accompanied  by  his  suite — is  5,300.  He  made  inquiries  in  regard  to  the 
United  States,  and  wished  to  know  how  we  became  a  government  inde- 
pendent of  England.  When  informed  of  the  process  of  the  revolution, 
and  the  causes  that  led  to  it,  his  excellency  rolled  up  his  eyes,  and  exclaim.- 
ed,  Bismillah  ! — God  is  great  !  On  informing  him  of  the  way  of  electing 
governors  and  the  president,  by  the  people  themselves,  he  again  raised  his 
dignified  optics,  and  repeated,  Bismillah!  We  subsequently  travelled 
around  the  cataract,  to  the  islandof  Philss — once  the  most  sacred  spot  in  the 
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world,  in  the  estimation  of  the  ancient  Egyptians,  so  sacred  that  they  swore 
by  the  god  that  sleopeth  at  Phil®.  It  is  in  vain  to  attempt  a  description  of 
the  extraordinary  architectural  splendors  of  that  little  mass  of  earth,  now 
less  than  six  acres — a  point  of  pilgrimag-e  for  men  of  all  nations  and  tongues 
in  the  civilized  word.  There  is  nothing  on  the  continent  of  America  with 
which  these  structures  can  be  compared.  Phila3  is  in  lat.  24*^  3'  45 — Paris 
being  16'  22 — says  a  French  tablet  on  one  of  the  temples,  inscribed  in 
the  7ih  year  of  the  French  Republic,  and  signed  Belzac.  On  the  propyala 
or  towers  of  the  great  and  once  superb  Temple  of  Isis,  I  raised  the  American 
flag — and  it  was  the  first  time,  probably,  it  was  ever  seen  there.  It  waved 
gracefully,  and  under  its  protection  we  felt  there  was  security,  even  in 
Ethiopia.  Phila)  is  in  Nubia — Shalel,  a  village  above  the  cataract,  be- 
ing the  first  settlement  beyond  Egypt.  Near  the  cluster  of  sacred  edifices, 
at  the  termination  of  a  beautiful  colonnade,  are  the  remnants  of  a  temple  of 
jEsculapius,  an  appropriate  object  for  contemplation  by  a  physician.  A 
wilder  and  more  confused  piling  up  of  granite  boulders  over  a  broad  field, 
in  all  possible  conditions — looking  as  though  they  were  just  rolled  from  a 
hot  furnace  that  vitrified  them — cannot  be  designated  on  the  globe. 


Tremont  Street  Medical  School. — The  Trcmont  St.  Medical  School  was 
commenced  in  Boston  in  1S39,  and  incorporated  the  past  year.  At  the 
time  of  its  commencement,  the  various  departments  of  instruction  in  med- 
ical science  were  divided  among  Drs.  Jacob  Bigelow,  Edward  Reynolds, 
D.  FI.  Storer  and  0.  W.  Holmes  ;  since  which  time,  Drs.  J.  B.  S.  Jackson 
and  H.  J.  Bigelow  have  been  added.  Dr.  Reynolds  retiring.  The  object 
of  this  school  is  to  furnish  the  medical  student  every  facility  whereby  he 
may  be  thoroughly  educated,  and  to  prepare  him  for  the  practical  and  active 
duties  of  the  profession.  By  distributing  the  labor  among  five  instructers, 
it  must  be  obvious  that  a  more  systematic  and  perfect  course  of  study  can 
be  pursued,  than  when  a  pupil  is  confined  to  the  teachings  of  a  single  in- 
dividual. Besides,  the  daily  recitations,  by  the  students,  afl^ord  them  an 
opportunity  of  acquiring  the  knowledge  which  is  expected  of  them  when 
they  present  themselves  as  candidates  for  graduation.  This  method  of 
combination  of  medical  teachers  must  commend  itself  to  those  who  are  in 
pursuit  of  a  medical  education,  as  being  the  surest  w^y  of  acquiring  it.  In 
the  catalogue  of  the  past  and  present  students  of  this  institution,  just 
issued  from  the  press,  we  recognize  among  the  former  many  names  which 
are  now  enrolled  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession  and  are  an  honor  to  it. 


Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  Insaiie. — The  report  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital  for  the  Insane,  for  the  year  1850,  by  Thomas  S.  Kirkbride,  M.D., 
Physician  to  the  institution,  has  been  received.  It  is  a  full  and  complete 
report,  entering  into  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  interests  of  the  Hospital, 
and  the  general  welfare,  of  its  inmates.  There  were  221  patients  in  the 
Hospital  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  since  which  207  have  been  ad- 
mitted, and  215  discharged — leaving,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  213  under 
treatment.  Of  the  215  discharged,  106  were  cured,  20  much  improved,  41 
improved,  21  remained  stationary,  and  27  died.  As  regards  the  former  oc- 
cupation of  the  male  patients  in  the  Hospital,  it  appears  that  nearly  every 
profession  and  trade  is  represented.  In  a  table  carefully  prepared  by  the 
superintendent,  of  the  admissions  for  the  ten  years  past,  we  find  given  the 
occupation  of  1,S06  patients — comprising,  farmers,  151;  merchants,  86; 
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laborers,  SO;  clerks,  62;  carpenters,  41;  seamen,  27;  shoemakers,  27 ; 
teachers,  23 ;  physicians,  20  ;  tailors,  20  ;  blacksmiths,  14  ;  students  of  law, 
medicine  and  divinity,  37,  &c.  &r,c.  It  will  be  observed,  that  the  farmer  is 
at  the  head  of  the  list,  although  farming  has  been  generally  considered  not 
only  one  of  the  healthiest  of  pursuits,  but  one  in  which  the  Tnind  might  be 
exempt  from  the  distracting  cares  which  pertain  to  some  other  callings. 
This  report  of  Dr.  Kirk  bride  is  exceedingly  interesting,  and  exhibits 
proof  of  an  able  and  careful  manager. 


New  Jersey  State  Lunatic  Asylum. — The  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the 
officers  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  Trenton,  has  been 
sent  us.  This  Hospital  is  under  the  superintendence  of  H.  A.  Buttolph, 
M.D.,  and  from  his  very  excellent  report  and  the  condition  of  the  institution 
we  should  judge  him  to  be  worthy  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the 
managers.  Two  hundred  and  twenty  patients  have  been  under  treatment 
during  the  year,  32  of  whom  have  been  discharged  as  cured,  12  improved, 
4  unimproved,  and  10  deaths.  As  in  the  report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Plospi- 
tal,  we  find  that  the  farmers  number  more  than  any  other  occupation. 
Accompanying  the  report,  is  an  engraving  of  the  Hospital  grounds  and 
buildings,  which  are  certainly  beautiful,  and  well  located.  Among  the 
means  which  are  calculated  to  give  character  to  our  public  hospitals,  and 
to  make  the  patients  feel  contented  with  their  confinement  while  in  them, 
are  comfortable  arrangements  within,  and  an  imposing  display  of  architec- 
tural beauty  without.  Capacious  grounds,  well  laid  out,  and  ornamented 
with  trees,  shrubbery  and  flowers,  are  conducive  of  much  happiness,  even 
to  those  who  have  to  look  at  them  through  grated  windows. 


Dental  Medicine. — It  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  notice  the  advancement 
that  has  lately  taken  place  in  dental  medicine.  Until  within  a  few  years, 
little  progress  had  been  made,  either  in  mechanical  dentistry,  or  in  the 
pathology  of  the  teeth  and  gums.  Dental  operations,  in  times  gone  by, 
were  generally  performed  by  the  barber,  and  also  (as  we  have  witnessed) 
by  the  blacksmith  and  harness  maker.  To  have  then  said,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  be  scientifically  educated  for  such  an  avocation,  would  have 
appeared  ridiculous.  Who  could  not  pull  a  tooth?  or,  if  need  be,  carve  a 
block  out  of  ivory  to  supply  a  deficiency  that  existed  in  the  mouth,  and  so 
place  it  there  as  to  look  7iear  enough  like  the  original  teeth  ?  Then,  too, 
the  instruments  that  were  made  use  of  in  those  days  for  extracting  the 
teeth — the  very  thought  of  them  is  enough  to  freeze  one's  blood.  Who 
then  thought  of  a  dental  college,  with  professors  to  lecture  on  the  various 
departments  connected  with  dental  surgery?  Or  who  supposed  that  large 
volumes,  treating  on  the  mechanical,  pathological  and  therapeutical  parts 
of  dentistry,  and  most  beautifully  illustrated,  would  ever  be  considered  ne- 
cessary ?  Certainly,  no  one  ;  but  such  has  been  the  rapid  progress  in  the 
art,  that  these  things  are  come  to  pass.  Dental  medicine  and  surgery 
would  seem  to  be  now  nearly  in  the  zenith  of  perfection.  We  have  just 
received  from  the  publishers,  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  of  Philadelphia,  a 
work  on  dental  medicine,  by  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Bond,  Professor  of  Special 
Pathology,  &c.,  in  the  Baltimore  Dental  College.  It  is  a  very  valuable 
contribution  to  this  department  of  medical  science,  and  will  be  found  a  use- 
ful and  practical  guide  in  the  hands  of  both  the  general  practitioner  and 
the  dentist. 
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Re-print  of  the  London  Lancet. — This  popular  Medical  Journal  con- 
tinues to  be  re-published  in  New  York  by  Stringer  &  Townsend.  No.  3 
of  the  new  series  contains  much  interesting  matter,  and  may  be  obtained 
at  Redding  &  Co.'s,  8  State  street,  who  are  the  authorized  agents  in  Bos- 
ton.   Subscription,  So, 00  per  year. 


Lunatic  Asylum  in  Iowa. — The  following  extract  from  a  letter  by 
Prof.  Sanford,  of  the  Medical  School  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  is  from  the  Medi- 
co-Chirurgical  Journal  of  that  city,  and  shows  that  success  is  likely  to  at- 
tend the  efforts  which  arc  making  for  the  establishment  of  a  lunatic  asy- 
lum in  that  State. 

"On  Tuesday  morning  a  petition  for  an  appropriation  to  build  a  State 
Lunatic  Asylum,  signed  by  several  hundred  names,  was  introduced  into 
the  Senate,  and  immediately  after,  an  able  memorial  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject, from  Prof.  D.  L.  McGugin.  In  this  memorial,  after  presenting  the 
statistics  of  insanity  for  this  State,  and  showing  the  necessity  of  such  in- 
stitution, the  Professor  makes  an  eloquent  appeal  in  behalf  of  this  unfor- 
tunate class  of  our  citizens,  which  cannot  fail  to  excite  the  commiseration 
of  every  philanthropist.  The  census  returns,  in  which  these  statistics  are 
embraced,  have  not  been  officially  received  from  every  part  of  the  State, 
and  we  therefore  cannot  indicate,  exactly,  the  number  of  lunatics  to  be 
provided  for;  but  adopting  the  proportion  to  the  whole  population  found  in 
other  Western  States,  there  cannot  be  less  than  forty  or  fifty  of  these  un- 
fortunate beings  in  Iowa.  The  petition  and  memorial  referred  to  elicited 
an  early  action  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  ;  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
take  this  important  subject  into  immediate  consideration,  and  it  is  under- 
stood they  are  now  ready  to  report  a  bill,  appropriating  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  to  the  erection  of  an  asylum  for  the  insane,  at  Keokuk,  and 
making  a  provision  for  their  safety  and  welfare  until  the  institution  can  be 
completed.  The  general  admission  with  the  members  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, that  such  an  institution  is  greatly  needed  in  the  Slate,  is  a  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  its  early  establishment." 


American  Medical  Association. — The  next  meeting  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  will  be  held  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  May  next,  instead  of  the  second  Tuesday,  as  was  announced  in  the 
Charleston  Medical  Journal,  and  copied  into  this  and  other  Journals.  It  is 
hoped  that  all  those  who  have  circulated  this  error,  will  correct  it  in  sea- 
son. We  trust  the  delegation  from  the  New  England  States  will  feel  the 
importance  of  attending  the  Convention,  and  that  it  will  be  a  large  and 
friendly  one.  We  are  sure  the  greatest  good  will  attend  these  annual 
meetings,  and  it  behooves  our  medical  friends  to  keep  up  the  interest  that 
has  been  manifested  in  them  on  former  occasions.  Besides,  this  will  af- 
ford an  excellent  opportunity  to  see  the  beautiful  city  of  Charleston,  and 
to  become  acquainted  with  its  hospitable  citizens. 


Dr.  LamherVs  Course  of  Lectures  on  Physiology,  philosophically  con- 
sidered, will  commence  on  Wednesday  (this)  evening  at  the  Masonic  Tem- 
ple, at  half  past  7  o'clock.  The  regular  members  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion are  respectfully  invited  to  attend  the  course,  and  the  presentation  of 
their  own  cards  at  the  door  will  insure  an  admittance.  We  bespeak  a  full 
attendance  on  this  course  of  lectures. 
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Massachusetts  State  Prison. — In  the  last  number  of  the  Journal  we  took 
occasion,  while  speaking  of  Dr.  Bernis's  report  of  the  health  of  the  convicts 
in  the  Massachusetts  State  Prison,  to  refer  to  the  quality  of  food  provided 
for  them,  and  to  state  the  information  that  had  been  furnished  us  on  the 
subject.  We  supposed  that  our  informant  could  have  no  motive  in  mis- 
representing such  matters,  as  his  statement  was  made  in  the  common  course 
of  conversation  upon  the  prison  and  prisoners,  some  eight  months  since. 
When  the  report  of  the  officers  of  the  institution  was  received,  we  thought 
it  a  fit  opportunity  to  mention  the  alleged  delinquency  in  connection  with 
it.  No  other  motive  but  feelings  of  humanity  induced  us  to  say  what  we 
did;  if  such  a  state  of  things  did  actually  exist,  it  seemed  desirable  that  it 
should  be  known.  Since  our  last  issue.  Dr.  Bemis,  the  physician  to  the 
prison,  has  informed  us  that  we  were  in  error  in  our  remarks ;  that  the 
food  is  of  better  quality  than  is  required  by  law;  that  to  his  knowdedge, 
none  of  the  meats  furnished  were  ever  tainted  ;  that  the  bread  and  mush 
are  made  of  the  best  materials,  and  are  relished  by  the  prisoners.  We  have 
also  had  an  interview  with  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  prison,  and  have 
received  a  note  from  the  warden,  both  of  whom  fully  corroborate  the  state- 
ment made  by  Dr.  Bemis.  It  was  not  our  intention  to  do  the  officers  of 
the  prison  any  wrong  by  the  declarations  made  in  the  last  No.  of  the  Jour- 
nal, but  supposed,  if  what  we  complained  of  was  true,  that  those  in  higher 
authority  were  the  ones  to  blame,  the  diet  of  the  convicts  being  regulated 
by  law.  As  intimated  last  week,  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  correct  the  error 
into  w^hich  we  were  inadvertently  led. 


Medical  Miscella?iy. — Influenza  has  prevailed  to  some  considerable  ex- 
tent for  the  past  five  weeks,  in  Boston  and  vicinity.  Cholera  has  sometimes 
followed  such  epidemics. — It  is  said  that  22,000  Americans  have  already 
secured  berths  to  go  to  the  world's  fair,  in  London. — A  woman  120  years 
old  is  living  at  Gateshead,  England  ;  she  walks  erect,  hears  well  and  wears 
no  spectacles. — Dr.  Canterbury,  a  travelling  dentist,  has  been  held  for  trial 
in  Greenfield,  on  a  charge  of  perjury,  by  alleged  false  swearing  out  of 
jail. — A  gentleman  of  this  city  offers  a  reward  of  one  thousand  dollars^  to 
the  person  who  will  satisfactorily  explain  the  phenomena  of  the  so-called 
"  Spiritual  Manifestations,''^  without  reference  to  their  being  made,  as  they 
purport  to  be,  by  departed  spirits. — Thomas  Woodward,  of  Biddeford,  com- 
mitted suicide  on  Tuesday  last,  by  taking  arsenic  and  laudanum.  After 
swallowing  the  dose,  he  shaved  himself,  knelt  down  and  prayed  for  some 
time,  and  then  went  to  bed,,  where  he  was  shortly  afterwards  found  by  his 
wife  perfectly  dead. — A  bill  has  been  passed  by  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  appropriating  10,000,000  acres  of  the  public  lands  (in  value 
$12,500,000)  to  be  distributed  among  the  several  States  in  an  equitable 
ratio,  for  the  benefit  of  the  indigent  insane. — The  lectures  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  College  close  to-day. — A  negro  man,  the  property  of  Mr. 
Newnan,of  Charleston,  S.C.,  died  lately,  at  the  advanced  age  of  104  years. 


Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Saturday  noon,  March  1,78. — Males,  41 — females,  37. 
Anaemia,  1 — asthma,  1 — disease  of  the  bowels,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — disease  of  the 
brain,  1 — cancer,  1 — consumption,  13 — convulsions,  2 — croup,  1 — dropsy  of  the  brain,  2 — typhus 
fever,  3 — typhoid  fever,  2 — scarlet  fever,  1 — lung  fever,  9 — gangrene,  1 — hooping  cough,  1 — dis- 
ease of  the  hip,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  2 — inflammation,  1 — infantile,  8 — inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
1 — congestion  of  the  lungs,  1 — marasmus,  1 — measles,  13 — old  age,  1 — puerperal,  5 — smallpox,  1 
— teething,  1 — unknown,  1. 

Under  5  years,  38 — between  5  and  20  years,  14 — between  20  and  J-O  years,  14 — between  40  and 
60  years,  8 — over  60  years,  4.    Americans,  30  5  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  48. 
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Middlesex  County  Medical  Society. — "  A  meeting  of  the  members  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  residing  in  some  thirty  towns  in  the 
south  part  of  Middlesex  County,  was  held  at  Waltham  on  the  20th  of 
February,  to  form  a  District  Medical  Society.  The  following  gentlemen, 
were  chosen  officers: — Dr.  Josiah  Bartlett,  of  Concord,  President;  Dr. 
Jonathan  W.  Bernis,  of  Charlesiown,  Secretary;  Dr.  Edward  Warren,  of 
Waltham,  Treasurer."  For  the  above  information  we  are  indebted  to  the 
Daily  Times,  of  this  city.  When  will  our  medical  friends  learn  to  send 
such  intelligence  to  the  niedical  press  ? 


Meat  Biscuit. — The  following  is  the  only  additional  account  we  have 
seen  of  an  article  of  food  which  was  noticed  some  months  since  in  this 
Journal,  and  recommended  by  Dr.  Ashbel  Smith,  of  Texas. 

"  The  Galveston  Civilian  states  that  a  factory,  with  proper  machinery 
for  manufacturing  meat  biscuit,  has  been  established  in  Galveston,  Texas, 
by  G.  Borden,  Jr.,  and  is  called  the  Meat  Biscuit  Factory.  According  to 
the  description  the  meat  is  sliced,  then  boiled  till  all  the  jelly  or  gluten  is 
extracted.  Two  pounds  of  this  jelly,  containing  the  nutriment  of  eleven 
pounds  of  meat,  is  then  mixed  with  three  pounds  of  flour,  and  baked  till 
the  five  pounds  are  reduced  to  four.  Each  biscuit  is  then  packed  in  pul- 
verized biscuit  of  the  same  kind,  in  an  air-tight  case.  The  same  Journal 
says  the  War  Department  have  ordered  a  large  quantity  of  this  biscuit  for 
the  troops  on  the  frontier;  and  it  pronounces  the  article  and  the  process  of 
making  it — a  new  discovery." 


Popidation  of  Boston  in  1850. — From  a  report  of  the  census-takers  of 
Boston,  just  printed,  we  learn  that  the  present  population  is  145,758,  of 
whom  66,072  are  males  and  72,716  females.  Of  the  males,  37,465  are 
over,  and  88,607  under  21  years;  of  the  females,  42,244  are  over,  and 
30,472  under  21  years.  The  number  of  colored  persons  is  20S5,  an  in- 
crease of  243  only  in  five  years.  The  number  of  children  between  5  and 
15  years  of  age,  is  24,275,  of  whom  12,132  are  of  foreign  parentage.  Of 
the  whole  population,  54  per  cent,  are  natives,  and  46  per  cent,  foreign,  in- 
cluding their  children. 


Prof.  Paul  F.  Eve. — This  gentleman  terminated  his  lecture  term  in  the 
Louisville  Medical  School  on  Friday,  the  31st  January,  and  started  for 
Georgia  on  the  1st  day  of  February.  The  connection  of  Prof.  Eve  with 
the  Louisville  School  has  been  an  eminently  satisfactory  one  ;  and  before 
his  departure  for  the  South,  Prof.  E.  received  the  most  gratifying  testi- 
monials from  all  his  colleagues,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  University, 
and  from  the  medical  class,  of  the  high  appreciation  placed  upon  his  ser- 
vices. Nor  was  this  appreciation  confined  to  the  sources  named;  the 
practising  portion  of  the  profession  in  the  city,  entertain  for  Prof.  Eve 
those  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem  which  are  commanded  only  by  true 
merit.  He  has  won  a  high  position  in  Kentucky,  and  we  earnestly  hope 
he  may  long  continue  to  retain  it. — Western  Jour,  of  Med.  and  Surg. 


The  "Concours"  for  the  Chair  of  Clinical  Surgery  at  the  Faculty  of 
Paris,  vacant  by  the  death  of  M.  Marjolin,  is  now  going  on.  The  subject 
of  the  first  paper  was,  "on  strangulation  in  a  surgical  point  of  view." — 
London  Lancet,  Jan.  25. 
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THE   PREPARATION   AND  THERAPEUTIC  APPLICATION   OF  PROT- 

IODIDE  OF  IRON 

BY  A.   S.  HUDSON,    M.D.,    PROFESSOR    OF    MATERIA    MEDICA    AND  THERAPEUTICS  IN 
THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  IOWA  UNIVERSITY. 

The  importance  of  the  chalybeate  tonics,  as  general  therapeutic  agents, 
has  long  been  acknowledged  by  the  profession  ;  and  in  proportion  to 
the  importance  of  iron  as  a  remedy,  we  are  interested  in  obtaining  its 
genuine  preparations. 

In  the  arts,  there  is  no  metal  so  valuable  as  iron  ;  in  medicine,  there 
are  few  drugs  more  useful.  Amid  all  the  changes  of  fashion  in  medicine, 
this  may  be  ranked  as  one  of  the  time-honored  articles  of  the  materia 
medica.    It  constitutes,  indeed,  an  integral  part  of  our  own  organism. 

To  the  physiologist,  the  study  of  its  relations,  as  the  great  oxidizing 
agent  of  the  blood,  is  full  of  interest.  He  looks  upon  the  red  disks 
of  the  blood  as  maintaining  a  kind  of  commerce,  as  it  were,  between 
the  sohd  and  deep-seated  structures  of  the  body  and  the  atmospheric 
air,  conveying  from  without  to  the  interior,  atoms  of  oxygen,  and  from 
the  systemic  capillaries  to  the  lungs,  effete  matter  necessary  to  be  de- 
purated from  the  circulation.  Abstract,  by  any  means,  from  the  blood 
a  large  portion  of  its  red  disks,  and  thereby  destroy  its  capacity  to  carry 
on  this  important  and  life-depending  trade,  and  a  diseased  condition  of 
the  system  is  the  immediate  result.  The  languid  countenance,  the 
blanched  cheek,  the  low  vitality  of  solid  structures,  and  the  derangement 
of  general  and  special  functions,  all  point  to  the  therapeutical  indication 
for  the  iron  tonics,  and  the  range  of  indication  is  only  bounded  by  the 
hmits  of  the  consequent  disturbances. 

Iodine,  like  mercury  and  antimony,  is  a  liquelacient,  resolvent  and  al- 
terative, without  being  followed  by  the  evil  consequences  sometimes  re- 
sulting from  the  use  of  these  remedies.  It  promotes  interstitial  absorp- 
tion, reduces  sohd  structures  to  fluids,  spurs  into  action  the  absorbent 
system,  lessens  morbid  glandular  indurations,  and  thereby,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, corrects  perverted  nutrition. 

In  view,  then,  of  the  physiological  relation  of  iron,  and  the  pathologi- 
cal bearing  of  iodine,  we  do  not  wonder  that  respectable  and  distinguish- 
ed members  of  our  profession  should  claim  for  these  agents,  when  com- 
bined, the  rare  assemblage  of  the  virtues  of  both,  with  the  unpleasant 
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and  troublesome  attributes  of  neither.  When  thus  combined,  we  have 
the  iodide,  or  rather  the  prot-iodide  of  iron. 

Tliis,  when  pure,  is  one  of  the  most  important  articles  within  the 
whole  range  of  our  opulent  materia  medica ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
senting the  tests  of  its  purity,  I  extract  from  an  article  in  the  Dublin 
Medical  Press.  Of  this  compound.  Dr.  Dupasquier,  the  author  of  the 
article  to  which  I  refer,  remarks  : — 

"  The  proto-iodide  of  iron  generally  used,  is  a  medicine  totally  dif- 
ferent, both  in  its  chemical  nature  and  its  therapeutic  action,  from  the 
proto-iodide  which  I  use ;  the  former  is  not  a  proto-iodide,  although  so 
named  in  all  the  formultE,  but  a  mixture  :  the  composition  varies  accord- 
ing to  the  greater  or  less  precautions  employed  in  its  preparation  and 
conservation.  When  dissolved  in  water,  the  liquid,  instead  of  being 
colorless,  or  scarcely  colored  green,  is  brown,  more  or  less  deep,  accord- 
ing as  the  iodide  has  been  more  or  less  exposed  to  the  air.  The  smell 
and  taste  indicate  the  presence  of  a  notable  quantity  of  free  iodine.  A 
properly-prepared  solution  shoilld  have  no  smell,  nor  more  taste  than 
the  other  salts  of  iron.  It  should  have  no  apparent  action  on  amidine, 
and  with  yellow  cyanide  of  potassium  it  should  afford  a  white  precipi- 
tate ;  but  with  both  these  re-agents  the  solution  of  common  proto-iodide 
of  iron  affords  a  blue  powder  ;  in  the  latter,  a  very  deep  blue. 

"  In  fine,  the  common  iodide  of  iron  of  apothecaries'  shops,  named 
in  the  pharmacopceias  and  formularies  proto-iodide,  is  a  mixture,  in  very 
variable  proportions,  of  free  iodine,  periodide  of  iron,  mixed  with  some 
proto-iodide  not  yet  entirely  decomposed,  and  sesquioxide  of  iron." 

I  am  assured  by  those  who  have  made  extensive  and  careful  trial  of 
the  article,  that  Dr.  Dupasquier,  by  suspending  the  salt  in  gummy  mu- 
cilage, has  hit  upon  an  admirable  plan  for  preparing  the  medicine,  which 
remedies  all  the  defects  ascribed  to  the  commercial  article.  The  ap- 
pearance of  his  preparation  is  an  invariable  test  of  its  purity.  The  pre- 
scribing physician  needs  only  to  look  upon  it  to  pronounce  upon  its 
genuineness. 

Two,  from  among  the  several  preparations  given  by  Dr.  Dupasquier, 
will  answer  most  practical  purposes — the  syrup  and  the  pills. 

"  The  following  is  the  solution  : — Take  of  iodine,  15.1*2  grains  ;  iron 
filings,  30.2.3  do. ;  distilled  water,  120.89  do.  Introduce  the  whole  into 
a  small  mattrass,  which  hold  plunged,  during  eight  or  ten  minutes,  in 
water  heated  to  about  167°  F.,  so  that  no  portion  of  the  iodine  shall  be 
volatilized.  Agitate  the  mixture  frequently.  At  first  the  liquid  be- 
comes brown,  but  soon  becomes  perfectly  colorless,  or  at  most  retains  a 
nearly  imperceptible  green  hue.  This  preparation  ought  to  be  extem- 
poraneous, for  it  would  be  a  vain  attempt  to  preserve  it  unaltered  one 
hour,  even  in  ground-stopple  bottles,  and  although  metallic  iron  were 
present,  owing  to  the  decomposition  of  the  water.  From  this  Dr.  Du- 
pasquier prepares  the  syrupus  proto-iodidi  ferri. 

"  Take  of  the  foregoing  solution  60J  Troy  grains ;  syrup  of  gum  Ara- 
bic, colorless  and  thick,  6.3  Troy  ounces  weight ;  syrup  of  orange  flow- 
ers, 1.575  Troy  ounce  weight.  Mix  perfectly  by  agitation  during  a  few 
moments.    It  is  indispensable  that  the  syrups  be  colorless,  so  that  the 
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physician  may  have  ocular  proof  that  the  medicine  is  not  altered  or 
injured.  This  should  have  more  than  usual  consistence,  in  order  that 
the  addition  to  the  normal  solution  shall  not  impart  such  fluidity  as 
would  facilitate  the  alteration  of  the  ferruginous  salt  by  contact  of  air. 

"  The  following  is  the  formula  for  the  pilulae  proto-iodidi  ferri — ^Take 
of  iodine,  121  grains  ;  iron,  242  do. ;  distilled  water,  378  do.  Proceed 
with  these  to  form  a  normal  solution  as  before  ;  filter,  and  pour  the  solu- 
tion into  an  untinned  iron  vessel  ;  add  honey,  302  grains  ;  evaporate 
rapidly,  until  a  great  part  of  the  original  water  be  dissipated,  and  a  sy- 
rupy consistence  shall  be  attained  ;  then  add  at  intervals,  continually 
agitating  with  an  iron  spatula,  powder  of  gum  tragacanth  184  grains. 
Form  a  mass  and  divide  into  150  pills." 

Each  of  the  above  pills  contains  just  one  grain  of  proto-iodide  of 
iron.  These  may  be  kept  ready  made  several  weeks,  and,  with  extra 
care,  perhaps  several  months.  The  action  of  air  and  light  may  deepen 
the  shade  of  color  on  the  surface.  If,  by  breaking  them  open,  the  mass 
of  the  pill  presents  the  clear  transparent  character,  its  composition  re- 
mains unchanged.  Should  they  present,  however,  a  dark  or  brown  ap- 
pearance, the  salt  is  decomposed,  and  the  commodity  is  worthless. 
Would  they  not  keep  indefinitely  if  coated  with  sugar  or  gelatine  ? 

In  this  country,  where  scrofulous  temperaments  are  common — where 
pulmonic  diseases  prevail,  and  where  numerous  cases  of  chlorotic  com- 
plications deceive  and  perplex  the  physician,  the  virtues  of  the  iodide  of 
iron  cannot  be  too  minutely  studied,  nor  too  faithfully  tested. 

In  anaemia,  or  in  the  strumous  diathesis,  perverted  nutrition  is  always 
present.  The  plasticity  of  the  blood  is  broken  down,  and  the  arrest  of 
secondary  assimilation,  with  all  its  pathological  results,  must  inevitably 
follow.  Chyle  may  be  liberally  furnished,  and  wrought  into  albumen  ; 
lymph  globules  may  not  be  deficient ;  but,  instead  of  the  secondary  as- 
similation finishing  their  conversion  into  fibrin,  or  blood  plasma,  and  the 
fibrin  into  flesh,  or  living  tissue,  lymph  is  irregularly  deposited  in  unna- 
tural localities  ;  sometimes  in  the  liver,  on  the  intestines,  the  mesentery, 
and  in  the  lungs.  When  deposited  in  the  lungs,  tubercle  is  developed, 
and  a  state  of  anaemia  exists. 

Three  objects,  then,  are  sought  in  the  treatment  of  this  general  patho- 
logical condition  ;  first,  to  restore  the  hematosine  to  the  blood,  and  there- 
by, by  increasing  its  vitality,  prevent  the  further  irregular  deposition  of 
lymph,  by  converting  it  into  fibrin  ;  second,  to  promote,  at  the  same 
time,  the  various  secretions ;  and,  third,  to  stimulate  the  absorbents,  and 
take  up  and  remove  the  unnatural  deposites. 

How  shall  we  effect  these  ?  This  is  an  important  inquiry.  Iron  will 
correct  the  former,  but  too  often  arrests  the  latter.  While  it  enriches 
the  blood,  it  is  apt  to  lock  up  the  secretions,  and  produce  fever,  thirst, 
headache,  he.  By  itself  it  can  lay  no  claim  to  a  direct  secernent  action. 
Not  so,  however,  with  its  binary  compound — iodide  of  iron.  It  com- 
bines, with  a  tonic  action,  that  of  a  liquefacient,  alterative  and  diuretic, 
and  thus  obviates  the  objection  to  the  iron  by  itself  under  peculiar 
circumstances. 

It  is  important  that  a  remedy,  so  valuable  in  its  therapeutic  applica- 
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tion  in  all  forms  of  cachexia,  should  be  obtained  fure  ;  and  from  the 
tests  given  in  the  extracts  already  quoted,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  com- 
mon commercial  article  of  the  shops,  which  has  been,  possibly,  exposed 
for  prionths  or  years  to  the  decomposing  action  of  light  and  oxygen,  pos- 
sesses none  of  the  characteristics  of  the  genuine  prot-iodide  of  iron. 

Western  Medico-  Chirurgical  Journal. 


DEFECT  AND  LMPOTENCE  OF  MEMORY  AFTER  PARALYSIS. 

BY  ROBERT  J.  GRAVES,  M.D,,  F.R.S. 

A  FARMER  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  in  comfortable  circumstances, 
when  50  years  of  age,  had  a  paralytic  fit,  in  the  year  1839  ;  since  that 
time,  he  never  recovered  the  use  of  the  affected  side,  and  still  labors  un- 
der a  painful  degree  of  hesitation  of  speech.  He  is,  however,  able  to 
walk  about,  take  a  great  deal  of  active  exercise,  and  superintend  the 
business  of  his  farm.  His  memory  seems  to  be  tolerably  good  for  all 
parts  of  speech  except  noun-substantives  and  proper  names  ;  the  latter 
lie  cannot  at  all  retain  ;  and  this  defect  is  accompanied  by  the  following 
singular  peculiarity  : — that  he  perfectly  recollects  the  initial  letter  of 
every  substantive  or  proper  name  for  which  he  has  occasion  in  conver- 
sation, though  he  cannot  recall  to  his  memory  the  word  itself  Experi- 
ence, therefore,  has  taught  him  the  utility  of  having  written  in  manu- 
script a  list  of  the  things  he  is  in  the  habit  of  calling  for  or  speaking 
about,  including  the  proper  names  of  his  children,  servants  and  acquaint- 
ances. All  these  he  has  arranged  alphabetically  in  a  little  pocket  diction- 
ary which  he  uses  as  follows  :  if  he  wishes  to  ask  anything  about  a  cow, 
before  he  commences  the  sentence  he  turns  to  the  letter  C,  and  looks 
out  for  the  word  "  cow,"  and  keeps  his  finger  and  eye  fixed  on  the 
word  until  he  has  finished  the  sentence.  He  can  pronounce  the  word 
cow  "  in  its  proper  place,  so  long  as  he  has  his  eye  fixed  upon  the 
written  letters  ;  but  the  moment  he  shuts  the  book  it  passes  out  of  his 
memory,  and  cannot  be  recalled,  although  he  recollects  its  initial,  and 
can  refer  to  it  again  when  necessary.  In  the  same  way  when  he  comes 
to  Dublin,  and  wishes  to  consult  me  (for  my  name  is  among  the  indis- 
pensable proper  names  in  his  dictionary),  he  comes  with  his  dictionary 
open  to  the  hall-door,  and  asks  to  see  Dr.  Graves  ;  but,  if  by  accident  he 
has  forgotten  his  dictionary,  as  happened  on  one  occasion,  he  is  totally 
unable  to  tell  the  servant  what  or  whom  he  wants.  He  cannot  recollect 
his  own  name  unless  he  looks  out  for  it,  nor  the  name  of  any  person  of 
his  acquaintance  ;  but  he  is  never  for  a  moment  at  a  loss  for  the  initial 
which  is  to  guide  him  in  his  search  for  the  word  he  seeks. 

His  is  a  remarkably  exaggerated  degree  of  the  common  defect  of 
memory,  observed  in  the  diseases  of  old  age,  and  in  which  the  names  of 
persons  and  things  are  frequently  forgotten,  although  their  initials  are  re- 
collected. It  is  strange  that  substantives  and  proper  names,  words  which 
are  first  acquired  by  the  memory  in  childhood,  are  sooner  forgotten  than 
verbs,  adjectives,  and  other  parts  of  speech,  which  are  a  much  later 
acqusition. 
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A  lady  about  50  years  of  age,  who  was  laboring  under  what  is  popu- 
larly termed  a  breaking  up  of  the  system — that  is,  a  simultaneous  de- 
crease in  the  energy  of  all  the  vital  functions — showed  among  the  first 
symptoms  a  defect  of  memory  similar  to  that  which  1  have  related  above. 
The  first  name  which  she  was  perceived  frequently  to  forget  was  that  of 
a  family  with  whom  she  was  very  intimate,  and  whom  she  saw  almost 
every  day,  and  she  was  much  tormented  by  this  defect,  whenever  she 
had  occasion  to  refer  to  any  of  its  members  in  conversation.  After  a 
time  this  defect  extended  to  the  names  of  other  persons  and  things  ;  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months  she  lapsed  into  a  general  want  of  memory, 
and  weakness  of  intellect. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  such  cases  with  the  temporary  loss  of 
memory  which  is  produced  by  inebriety,  and  the  permanent  loss  of  the 
same  faculty  that  shows  itself  in  old  age.  Such  a  comparison  proves 
that  diseases  of  the  brain  occasion  a  defect  of  memory,  which  is  but  an 
exaggeration  of  that  observed  in  old  age  and  in  inebriety  ;  and  it  is, 
therefore,  to  be  attributed  not  to  the  affection  of  any  particular  portion 
of  the  brain,  but  to  a  general  derangement  of  the  cerebral  functions. 
Some  medical  men  are  inclined  to  think  that  where,  under  such  circum- 
stances, the  memory  is  very  deficient  and  the  intellect  weak,  softening 
of  the  brain  exists  ;  but  the  preceding  observations  show  that  such  a 
conclusion  is  derived  from  a  very  partial  view  of  the  subject,  inasmuch 
as  the  patient,  whose  case  I  have  first  referred  to,  is  still  living,  and  is 
much  in  the  same  state  that  followed  the  paralytic  stroke  eleven  years  ago. 

The  effects  produced  on  the  memory  by  paralysis  are  by  no  means 
proportionate  to  the  loss  of  muscular  power  that  the  disease  gives  rise 
to  ;  and  the  same  disproportion  exists  also  with  respect  to  the  genera- 
tive powers.  Thus  I  have  known  several  cases  in  which  young  men 
who  were  attacked  with  apoplexy  and  hemiplegia,  from  which  they  re- 
covered with  a  very  imperfectly  restored  muscular  power  of  the  limbs 
and  speech,  became  subsequently  the  fathers  of  several  healthy  children. 
On  the  other  hand  I  have  seen  two  cases  where  the  cerebral  attack  was 
so  slight  as  not  to  produce  more  than  a  transitory  giddiness,  a  passing  feel- 
ing of  terror,  and  some  hesitation  of  speech,  with  a  little  subsequent  numb- 
ness in  the  arm  and  cheek,  and  slight  weakness  of  the  leg  at  the  same 
time.  All  these  palpable  symptoms  passed  away  within  twenty-four 
hours,  leaving  behind  scarcely  an  evident  trace  of  diminished  power  in 
the  limbs,  and  no  impairment  of  any  of  the  senses,  articulation  or  me- 
mory ;  yet  the  cerebral  attack  occasioned,  from  the  very  moment  of  its 
occurrence,  a  complete  impotency,  which  in  both  cases  has  been  for  many 
years  permanent,  although,  as  I  have  said  before,  both  individuals  are  in 
other  respects  quite  healthy. — Dublin  Quar,  Jour,  oj  Med.  Science. 


A  CASE  OF  TRAUMATIC   TETANUS,  AND  RECOVERY. 

BY  THEODORE  S.   BELL,  M.D.,  OF  LOUISVILLE,  KY. 

A  YOUNG  man,  named  John  Varali,  aged  22  years,  called  at  my  office, 
in  the  latter  part  of  October,  on  account  of  a  severe  wound  of  the 
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hand,  which  had  been  inflicted  with  a  circular  saw.  The  thumb  was 
severely  cut ;  the  first  bone  being  crushed  into  fine  spiculae,  and  two 
of  the  fingers  were  injured  in  a  less  degree.  Feeling  anxious  to  save 
the  injured  members,  I  dressed  each  one  with  the  roller  bandage.  The 
hope  of  success  did  not  rest  upon  a  very  firm  foundation,  for  the  young 
man  had  been  unhealthy  from  infancy.  He  has  for  many  years  been 
subject  to  a  singular  species  of  chorea.  But  the  wounds  referred  to 
seemed  to  do  very  well  for  some  days,  and  the  treatment,  by  the  bandage, 
was  continued  for  two  weeks.  About  the  end  of  that  time,  the  thumb 
was  threatened  with  gangrene,  and,  in  spite  of  quinine,  wine,  and  nutri- 
tious diet,  the  end  of  the  thumb  was  destroyed  by  mortification.  But  at 
the  point  of  separation  healthy  pus  was  found,  and  the  condition  of  the 
granulations  was  promising.  Fomentations  were  constantly  applied  to 
the  thumb  for  several  days,  but  trismus  manifested  itself  in  the  third 
week  of  the  wound.  The  fingers  were  entirely  healed  at  the  time  the 
trismus  commenced.  The  trismus  was  accompanied  by  all  the  symptoms 
that  are  usually  present  in  such  cases.  The  jaws  were  rigid,  the  tongue 
stiff,  the  deglutition  of  liquid,  even,  was  a  matter  of  great  difficulty,  and 
there  was  stricture  of  the  chest. 

After  the  spasmodic  condition  of  the  jaw  was  well  established,  empros- 
thotonos  and  opisthotonos  manifested  their  presence  by  unmistakable 
signs  ;  and  in  a  considerable  experience  with  tetanus,  I  have  never  seen 
these  convulsive  actions  as  constant  and  severe  in  any  other  case.  There 
were  times  when  the  face  of  the  patient  was  drawn  nearly  to  his  toes  i 
at  other  times  the  back  of  the  head  was  thrown  nearly  to  the  heels. 
The  convulsive  action  was  so  great  that  a  table  standing  near  the  patient 
was  often  thrown  across  the  room,  by  the  sudden  accession  of  a  spasm. 
The  patient  sometimes  sat  in  a  large  rocking  chair,  and  was  held  in  it 
during  the  spasm  ;  at  other  times  he  sat  on  a  lounge,  near  the  partition 
wall,  and  the  opisthotonos  was  so  violent  that  a  hole  was  broken  through 
the  partition,  on  one  occasion,  by  the  backward  movement  of  the  head. 
The  sufferings  of  the  patient  were  beyond  anything  I  have  ever  wit- 
nessed. He  had  no  rest  day  or  night,  and  for  weeks  neither  the 
trismus,  the  opisthotonos  nor  emprosthotonos  seemed  to  yield  in  any 
degree. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  tetanic  features,  my  own  sufferings  with  a 
carbuncle  on  the  left  hand  were  so  great,  that  I  was  compelled  to  re- 
quest Prof  J.  B.  Flint  to  take  charge  of  Varali  for  me.  He  very  pro- 
perly ordered  a  solution  of  the  extract  of  the  Canabis  Indica,  in  doses 
of  2J  grains  of  the  extract,  every  two  or  three  hours.  Dr.  Flint  was 
impressed  with  the  belief  that  this  extract  was  of  some  service,  and 
when  I  resumed  the  treatment  of  the  case,  I  continued  it.  But  for  a 
considerable  length  of  time  I  saw  but  little  if  any  mitigation.  The 
spasms  were  as  frequent,  and  seemed  to  be  as  violent  as  at  any  time  of 
their  career  while  under  my  observation.  Partial  ease  was  obtained  for 
a  short  time,  immediately  after  the  action  of  purgatives.  The  constipa- 
tion was  unusually  great,  even  for  a  case  of  tetanus.  On  this  account  I 
abandoned  all  the  ordinary  preparations  of  opium,  and  resorted  to  Mo 
Munn's  elixir.    At  the  same  time  I  doubled  the  dose  of  the  Canabis 
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Indica.  By  purging  the  patient  freely,  in  the  afternoon  of  ahuost 
every  day,  and  the  use  of  the  ehxir  at  night,  I  was  able  to  procure  him 
some  sleep,  and  he  often  slept  several  hours  at  a  time.  The  spasms 
were  less  frequent,  but  were  not  mitigated  in  their  violence,  nor  did  the 
trismus  abate  in  any  degree.  The  emprosthotonos  was  the  first  variety 
of  the  spasms  that  disappeared,  and  at  the  end  of  four  weeks  from  the 
commencement  of  the  tetanic  attack,  the  trismus  and  opisthotonos  were 
considerably  mitigated,  and  finally  disappeared. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  attack  the  patient  was  actively  treated. 
The  wound  was  regularly  dressed  with  warm  poultices,  and  sometimes 
with  the  addition  of  laudanum  to  the  poultice.  The  patient  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Washington  Fire  Company,  and  was,  of  course,  well  nursed. 
His  family  were  unremitting  in  their  attentions.  All  that  could  be  done 
by  medicine,  was  done ;  all  that  faithful  and  judicious  nursing  could  do, 
was  freely  rendered.  The  strength  was  supported  by  nourishment 
adapted  to  the  case,  and  wine  of  a  superior  quality  formed  a  leading  ele- 
ment of  the  nourishment.  In  the  repeated  efforts  to  give  the  sufferer 
sleep  by  the  use  of  narcotics,  the  constipation  that  naturally  belongs  to 
tetanus  was  increased,  and  all  the  ordinary  preparations  of  opium  were 
abandoned  on  this  account,  and  with  the  less  regret  from  the  fact  that 
they  seemed  to  render  no  service  to  the  case.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
that  much  was  done,  in  controlling  the  tetanus,  by  the  Canabis  Indica, 
while  in  my  charge,  though  I  faithfully  used  it  up  to  the  termination 
of  the  case.  There  were  times  in  which  it  was  not  given  for  twelve  or 
sixteen  hours,  and  the  evils  were  not  increased  by  the  omission.  But 
a  neglect  of  purgatives  invariably  aggravated  the  spasms,  and  their  ac- 
tion was  always  followed  by  decided  mitigation  for  irregular  intervals  of 
time.  The  elixir  of  opium,  also,  usually  gave  ease,  and  was  generally 
followed  by  some  sleep. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  tetanic  attack,  the  wound  of  the  thumb 
remained  stationary.  It  seemed  to  grow  neither  better  nor  worse,  during 
the  existence  of  tetanus  through  its  term  of  four  weeks,  and  I  continued 
to  dress  the  wound  for  more  than  a  month  after  the  tetanus  had  disap- 
peared.   The  thumb  is  now  well,  with  the  loss  of  the  first  joint. 

I  have  called  this  a  case  of  tetanus,  because  all  the  symptoms  of  that 
malady  were  present  in  a  marked  degree.  But  it  is  possible  that  the  at- 
tack may  have  been  an  aggrav^ation  of  the  long-standing  chorea,  and 
may  have  simulated  tetanus,  or  the  chorea  may  have  exerted  some  in- 
fluence on  the  tetanus.  The  trismus  came  on  more  sluggishly  than 
usual,  but  I  have  seen  considerable  varieties  in  this  feature.  I  have  seen 
it  come  in  all  its  fulness  at  the  very  onset  of  its  appearance,  and  1  have 
seen  it  develope  itself  gradually,  but  never  so  slowly  as  in  the  young 
man  whose  case  is  under  consideration.  The  recovery  of  this  patient 
surprised  me  very  much,  as  it  did  everybody  who  knew  anything  of  the 
case. 

In  presenting  a  portraiture  of  this  remarkable  case,  it  is  proper  to 
mention  that  some  five  or  six  years  since,  I  attended  young  Varali  in 
a  case  something  like  the  one  recorded  above.  He  was  suffering  then 
from  a  wound,  and  had  well-marked  tetanic  symptoms,  from  which  he 
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recovered  much  sooner  than  from  the  recent  attack.  1  entertained  no 
doubt  about  the  tetanic  character  of  the  first  attack,  nor  do  I  know  that 
there  is  miicli  reason  for  a  doubt  about  the  second. 

It  is  gratifying  to  add  that  tlie  health  of  the  subject  of  these  remarks 
is  much  better  since  his  recent  recovery,  than  I  have  known  it  to  be  for 
ten  years. —  Western  Jour,  of  Med.  and  Surg. 

CASE  OF  STRANGULATED  HERNIA. 

BY  JOHN  TRAILL,  ESQ.,  SURGEON  TO  THE  ARBROATH  INFIRMARY. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  1,  1851. — This  morning,  at  5  o'clock,  I  was  request- 
ed by  my  friend,  Mr.  Finlay,  to  visit  David  Shuld,  a  seaman,  aged  60, 
who  had  been  brought  ashore  from  a  ship,  about  four  hours  previously, 
with  all  the  symptoms  of  strangulated  hernia.  Mr.  Pinlay  had  seen 
him  shortly  after  lie  had  reached  his  home,  and  had  made  a  persevering 
attempt  to  reduce  the  hernia,  but  without  effect.  The  man's  statement 
— wdiich  was  rather  confused — was,  that  for  many  years  he  had  labored 
under  hernia,  for  wdiich  he  had  worn  a  truss  ;  but  that  the  tumor  fre- 
quently came  down,  and  was  returned  on  several  occasions  with  difficulty, 
and  after  having  caused  symptoms  resembling  his  present  attack  ;  that 
on  Monday  forenoon  (Dec.  30),  feeling  costive  and  unwell,  he  had  taken 
a  dose  of  castor  oil,  which  had  acted  three  times  ;  that  the  same  evening, 
about  9  o'clock,  whilst  engaged  in  the  ship's  rigging,  he  had  felt  the  tu- 
mor come  down  suddenly  ;  that  he  immediately  became  sick,  and 
vomited,  and  had  been  in  great  agony  ever  since. 

He  was  evidently  in  great  pain,  his  pulse  small  and  wiry,  the  whole 
surface  of  the  body  cold  and  damp  (he  had  not  been  able  to  change  his 
wet  clothes  for  two  days  and  nights  before  coming  ashore)  ;  but  his  coun- 
tenance was  not  much  sunk,  nor  his  muscular  strength  much  lessened. 
The  belly  was  hard,  tense  and  tympanitic  ;  but  without  much  tenderness 
on  pressure.  He  complained  of  intense  sickness,  and  had  frequent  retch- 
ing and  vomiting  of  bilious-looking  matter,  with  dragging  pains  about  the 
navel,  and  constant  thirst. 

Tlie  hernial  tumor  occupied  the  right  side  of  the  scrotum,  and  was  fully 
the  size  and  about  the  shape  of  a  bon  chretien  pear,  of  twelve  ounces  or 
a  pound  weight,  having  the  testicle  at  its  lower  part,  and  feeling  very 
tense,  but  with  no  great  degree  of  tenderness. 

We  placed  him  under  the  full  influence  of  chloroform,  which  produced 
complete  relaxation  of  the  muscular  system,  and  the  taxis  was  again  tried. 
At  first  it  seemed  as  if  the  tumor  would  be  easily  reduced,  a  considerable 
part  of  its  bulk  apparently  passing  up,  but  immediately  returning  on  the 
withdrawal  of  pressure. 

He  was  now  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Infirmary,  and  placed  in  the 
warm  bath  as  soon  as  possible. 

About  9  o'clock  he  was  seen  by  Dr.  Bruce,  who,  after  keeping  him  for 
about  half  an  hour  in  the  bath,  again  placed  him  under  chloroform,  and 
attempted  reduction,  without  effect. 

At  10  o'clock,  the  symptoms  continuing  unmitigated,  it  was  resolved, 
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in  consultation,  to  opsrate.  On  cutting  through  the  integuments,  the  fas- 
cia and  cellular  substance  were  found  much  thickened,  matted  together, 
and  infiltrated  with  serum,  and  at  several  points  with  air.  The  sac  was 
strongly  and  uniformly  adherent  to  the  parts  around,  was  very  tough,  and 
much  thickened)  being  at  no  point  less  than  a  line,  and  at  one  i)art  at 
at  least  half  an  inch,  in  thickness.  On  making  a  small  opening  into  it, 
a  stream, of  yellow,  turbid,  and  very  foetid  fluid  was  thrown  into  the  air 
with  great  force,  and  this  continued  to  How  until  at  least  ten  or  twelve 
ounces  were  discharged.  On  a  careful  examination  I  now  became  con- 
vinced that  the  sac  was  empty,  at  least  of  any  solid  body  ;  and,  on  intro- 
ducing a  director  through  the  opening,  it  passed  without  any  obstruction 
through  the  inguinal  canal  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  From  tliese  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  large  quantity  and  nature  of  the  fluid  passed,  some 
of  m.y  colleagues  were  of  opinion  that  the  part  opened  might  prove  to  be 
intestine. 

Although  satisfied  in  my  own  mind,  from  the  color,  density,  tcughness, 
great  and  unequal  thickness,  and  uniform  adhesion  to  the  fascia,  that  the 
part  opened  must  be  the  sac,  yet,  being  also  satisfied  that  it  contained 
neither  omentum  nor  intestine,  it  was  agreed  to  place  a  ligature  on  the 
small  opening,  and,  after  closing  the  wound  with  sutures,  to  wait  for  some 
hours  the  result. 

In  the  evening — no  relief  having  resulted  from  the  operation — the 
wound  was  opened  up  and  the  sac  cut  into,  which,  from  its  structure 
and  sniooth  serous  surface,  was  now  evidently  seen  to  be  thickened 
peritoneum.  The  finger  could  now  be  passed  without  difficulty  through 
the  neck  of  the  sac  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  there  encountered 
what  felt  like  a  mass  of  omentum,  and  adhered  slightly  to  the  peritoneal 
surface. 

The  man  died  the  same  evening,  about  10  o'clock,  after  having  vomit- 
ed a  large  quantity  of  stercoraceous  matter,  and  without  any  abatement 
of  his  sufferings. 

On  opening  the  body  next  day,  we  found  the  appearances  usually  pre- 
sented after  death  from  hernia — considerable  effusion  of  turbid  serum,  the 
intestines  agglutinated  together  by  soft,  fibrinous  matter,  and  the  whole 
abdominal  viscera  indicating,  in  greater  or  less  degree,  the  existence  of 
inflammatory  action.  Immediately  corresponding  to,  and  lying  loosely 
over,  the  internal  orifice  of  the  sac  and  inguinal  canal,  was  a  portion  of 
the  ileum,  in  a  completely  sphacelated  state,  about  three  inches  in  length, 
and  its  margin  sharply  and  regularly  defined,  so  as  to  indicate  accurately 
the  line  of  constriction.  The  serous  surface  of  this  part  had  lost  its 
smoothness  and  elasticity,  and  the  mucous  membrane  was  soft  and  pulpy, 
and  so  much  thickened  as  completely  to  close  up  the  canal.  Above  this 
part,  the  intestine  was.  as  usually  seen,  enormously  dilated. 

Remarks, — The  opinion  which  I  formed  of  this  case  at  the  time  of  the 
operation,  from  the  phenomena  which  presented  themselves  during  its 
progress,  was,  that  the  part  strangulated  must  have  passed  up  during 
some  of  the  attempts  at  reduction  ;  but  that  the  morbid  action  was  so 
far  advanced  as  to  have  prevented  any  relief  being  derived  from  the  re- 
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moval  of  the  strangulation.  This  view,  I  think,  the  post-mortem  exa- 
mination proves  to  have  been  correct. 

It  was  also  evident,  from  the  appearances  presented  both  during  the 
operation  and  on  dissection,  that  the  hernial  sac  had  been  irreducible 
for  a  long  period,  probably  for  many  years  ;  and,  on  minutely  inquiring 
into  this,  we  found  that,  although  a  strong  circular  truss  had  been  con- 
stantly worn  up  to  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  the  right  side  of  the 
scrotum  had  always  remained  considerably  enlarged. 

The  constant  pressure  of  this  strong  truss  over  the  unreduced  sac  will 
also  account  for  its  strong  adhesions  to  the  fascia,  and  for  the  congested 
and  infiltrated  state  of  the  surrounding  cellular  tissues.  The  circumstance 
of  our  being  able,  during  the  attempts  at  reduction,  to  lessen  considerably 
the  bulk  of  the  tumor,  led  probably  to  a  longer  delay  of  the  operation 
than  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case. 

The  more  I  see  of  hernia,  the  more  strongly  am  I  convinced  that  all 
danger  lies  in  delay  ;  from  the  operation  itself  I  have  never  seen  the 
smallest  danger  result. 

Notwithstanding  this  apparent  reduction  in  bulk  during  pressure,  yet 
the  instant  pressure  was  withdrawal,  the  tumor  resumed  its  former  size, 
and  at  the  time  of  operation  it  was  as  large,  and  felt  as  tense,  as  it  ever 
had  been.  This,  and  the  persistence  of  all  the  symptoms,  rendered  it 
impossible  to  suspect  reduction  of  the  strangulated  bowel. — Edinburgh 
Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science, 


ON  INHALATION  OF  VARIOUS  MEDICINAL  SUBSTANCES. 

[At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  Dr.  Snow  read  a 
paper  on  inhalation.  From  a  report  of  it  in  the  Lancet,  we  copy  the 
following.] 

He  said,  that  previously  to  the  discovery  of  etherization,  medicines  had 
rarely  been  inhaled,  except  with  a  view  to  their  local  action  ;  but  that 
there  was  no  more  reason  to  limit  inhalation  to  pulmonary  diseases,  than 
to  restrict  the  exhibition  of  medicines  by  deglutition  to  affections  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels.  He  admitted,  however,  that  the  proper  adminis- 
tration of  medicines  by  inhalation  was  attended  with  much  greater  diffi- 
culties than  their  exhibition  in  the  usual  way.  The  chief  object  of  his 
communication  was  to  point  out  the  manner  in  which  certain  medicines 
could  be  inhaled.  According  to  their  different  physical  properties,  they 
might  be  inhaled  either  with  or  without  the  aid  of  heat ;  and  when  heat 
was  employed,  they  might  be  inhaled  either  in  the  dry  way,  or  with  the 
vapor  of  water.  The  fumes  expelled  by  heat  from  the  extracts  of  opium, 
stramonium  and  aconite,  were  inhaled  dry.  Ammoniacum  and  other 
gum  resins  could  be  inhaled  either  in  the  same  way,  or  with  vapor  of 
water.  Turpentine,  creosote,  camphor,  iodine  and  benzoic  acid,  had 
been  conveniently  inhaled  along  with  watery  vapor,  by  placing  the  dose  of 
medicine  to  be  used  in  about  half  an  ounce  of  water,  which  was  heated  by 
the  flame  of  a  spirit  lamp.  Several  of  these  medicines  had  also  been  in- 
haled at  the  ordinary  temperature  of  the  air,  without  vapor  of  water, 
as  also  had  ammonia,  hydrocyanic  acid  and  chlorine.    For  drawing  ni- 
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trate  of  silver  into  the  larynx  in  the  form  of  powder,  the  bowl  of  a  pipe, 
with  a  glass  tube  fitted  into  it,  was  used.  A  grain  of  nitrate  of  silver, 
finely  powdered  with  five  grains  of  loaf  sugar,  was  inhaled,  by  a  strong 
inspiration,  once  a-day.  The  sugar  was  recommended  by  a  French  au- 
thor for  diluting  the  agent,  and  had  an  advantage  over  lycopodium 
powder  and  similar  substances,  which,  not  being  soluble  in  the  mucus 
of  the  air-passages,  caused  irritation.  At  the  hospital  for  consumption 
at  Brompton,  the  physicians  to  which  institution  had  invited  Dr.  Snow 
to  assist  in  contriving  and  superintending  the  inhalation  of  medicines, 
opium  had  been  inhaled  by  a  considerable  number  of  phthisical  patients, 
generally  with  marked  benefit.  Relief  had  also  been  obtained  from 
several  other  medicines  ;  but  the  inhalation  of  iodine  and  chlorine  had 
apparently  not  been  attended  with  any  advantage.  It  might  not  be  un- 
interesting to  mention  that,  while  four  patients  were  inhaling  chlorine 
twice  a-day,  in  the  summer  of  1849,  two  of  them  were  attacked  with 
cholera,  they  being  the  only  patients  in  the  hospital  that  were  attacked 
with  it  at  the  time.  As  chlorine  can  be  smelt  exhaling  in  the  breath  for 
hours  after  the  patient  has  inhaled  it,  he  thought  that  this  occurrence 
was  opposed  to  the  hypothesis  that  the  diffusion  of  chlorine  in  the  air 
had  the  power  of  limiting  or  preventing  the  spread  of  cholera.  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  treat  of  the  inhalation  of  chloroform  on  the  present 
occasion  ;  but  having  been  speaking  of  pulmonary  affections,  he  might 
state  that  he  had  never  seen  chloroform  fail  to  relieve  an  attack  of  spas- 
modic asthma  in  any  case  in  which  it  had  been  inhaled. 

In  the  discussion  which  ensued,  several  fellows  took  part.  The  views 
advanced  were  generally  in  support  of  the  opinions  expressed  by  Dr. 
Snow,  whose  labors  on  the  subject  of  the  inhalation  of  medicines  were 
spoken  of  with  much  commendation. 


TREATMENT  OF  THE  BITES  OF  POISONOUS  REPTILES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Struck  with  the  very  inefficacious  treatment  1  see  employed  in 
the  United  States  in  bites  of  poisonous  snakes,  I  wish  to  indicate  the 
more  active  and  efficient  treatment  I  have  used  for  twelve  years  past 
in  this  country,  for  bites  of  those  dangerous  reptiles  so  very  abundant  in 
this  quarter  of  the  world. 

1.  I  observed  the  inefficiency  of  the  guaco,  raiz  de  largatigo,  alkali,  &c. 
&;c.,  in  most  of  the  severe  cases,  and  therefore  sought  for  better  means. 

2.  Observing  the  action  of  the  poison  of  snakes  on  the  human  sys- 
tem, I  became  convinced  that  it  acted  more  directly  on  the  albuminous 
parts  of  the  blood,  dissolving  it  completely,  and  rendering  it  perhaps 
more  permeable  than  water  ;  thus  the  exudation  of  the  fluid  (the  blood 
dissolved)  through  all  the  openings  of  the  mucous  membranes,  even 
through  the  pores  of  the  skin. 

3.  I  considered  then,  that  the  remedy  which  would  act  quickly  in  oppos- 
ing this  dissolution  of  the  albuminous  portion  of  the  blood,  and  even  in- 
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crease  its  elasticity,  would  certainly  cure  all  bites  of  snakes,  if  employed 
properly  and  in  due  tinne. 

4.  This  remedy  I  found  to  be  "  mercury,"  whose  action  on  the  sys- 
tem, at  first,  is  to  increase  and  thicken  the  albuminous  part  of  the  blood, 

5.  1  therefore  use  frictions  of  strong  mercurial  ointment  ov(;r  the  spine, 
on  the  sides  of  the  chest,  and  the  inner  parts  of  the  arms  and  thighs — 
these  frictions  to  be  repeated  even  every  hour  in  dangerous  cases. 

6.  On  the  rest  of  the  whole  surface  of  the  body,  frictions  are  to  be 
used  of  alkali  and  sweet  oil,  mixed  with  camphor. 

7.  Inwardly,  in  pills  or  powder,  every  one,  tv^^o,  three  or  four  hours, 
according  to  urgency,  and  at  each  dose: — From  2  to  S  grains  of  calo- 
mel ;  from  2  to  10  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine  ;  from  ^  to  I  grain  of 
musk  ;  from  ^  to  h  grain  of  camplior.  The  doses  adapted  to  the  nature 
of  the  case,  and  continued  till  the  cure  is  obtained. 

8.  1  always  have  the  bite  sucked,  or  cups  applied,  and  immediately 
after  the  actual  caustic  applied  as  deep  as  possible.  Soon  after  this,  1 
keep  on  the  wound,  pure  warm  spirits  of  turpentine,  to  excite  the  sup- 
puiation  of  the  paits,  alternately^  with  poultices  wetted  with  the  same 
spirits,  according  to  the  state  of  the  parts. 

9.  Always  a  moderate  ligature  or  compression  to  be  applied  between 
the  heart  and  the  wound. 

10.  The  above  treatment  to  be  repeated  over  and  over  again,  and  fol- 
lowed even  for  several  days,  if  the  alarming  symptoms  continue. 

11.  With  this  treatment  I  have  saved  all  those  I  hav^e  been  called  to 
treat ;  even  some  very  desperate  cases,  in  which  I  began  late,  recovered 
by  this  treatment,  energetically  pursued,  which  thus  succeeded  in  arrest- 
ing the  dissolution  of  the  blood. 

In  haste,  I  remain  respectfully,       A.  Lacombe, 
Feb.  8,  1851.  Port  Physician  Puerto  Cabello,  Venezuela. 


TIJE  MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  RECORD— ADDRESS  OF  THYSICIANS 
IN  THE  COUNTRY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Bosio7i  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  has  been  attracted  to  two  paragraphs,  in  the 
last  two  numbers  of  the  Medical  Journal. 

In  the  last  number,  is  a  paragraph  copied  from  the  Daily  Times,  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  "  Dr.  Edward  Warren,  of  Waltham,"  was  appoint- 
ed Ti-easurer  of  the  Middlesex  County  Medical  Society. 

Upon  referring  to  the  Massachusetts  State  Record,  noticed  in  the  pre- 
ceding number  of  your  Journal,  I  find  the  names  of  "  Dr.  R.  S.  War- 
ren, Waltham,"  and  "  Dr.  Edward  Warren,  Newton."  The  names  of 
at  least  four  medical  gentlemen,  all  in  active  practice  and  of  regular 
standing,  two  in  this  village,  one  at  West  Newton,  and  one  at  Newton 
Corner,  are  not  mentioned  at  all  in  the  "  Record  "  ;  thus  affording  a 
strong  instance  of  the  value  of  your  suggestion  with  regard  to  the  expe- 
diency of  obtaining  a  correct  list. 

Would  it  not  be  a  sufficient  object  for  the  Massachusetts  Medical  So- 
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clety,  in  the  proper  time  and  place,  to  instruct  the  Secretaries  to  prepare 
yearly  such  a  list  as  you  mention,  in  which  the  address  of  each  of  the 
members  should  be  correctly  ascertained  and  recorded  ?  This  list  might 
be  offered  to  the  editor  of  the  Massachusetts  "  Record,"  or  any  simi- 
lar work,  for  publication  in  such  a  manner  that  the  Medical  Society 
should  have  a  place  by  itself;  as  w^as  formerly  the  case  in  the  "  Re- 
gister." Thus  the  feelings  of  the  other  practitioners  will  be  spared,  and 
they  may  hold  the  post  of  honor  by  themselves. 

With  the  exception  of  merchants  in  large  cities,  professional  men  re- 
ceive more  letters  and  papers  of  various  kinds,  than  any  other  class  in 
the  community.  It  is,  therefore,  very  important  for  them  to  see  that,  if 
their  names  are  published  in  registers  and  directories,  their  address  is 
given  correctly. 

The  blunders  frequently  made,  and  the  carelessness  used  in  directing 
properly,  are  astonishing.  I  have  heard,  upon  very  good  authority,  of  a 
reverend  gentleman  who  holds  his  D.D.  by  virtue  of  a  mistake  in  his 
christian  name,  the  university  who  conferred  it  having  intended  it  for  a 
different  person,  whose  name  they  neglected  properly  to  ascertain.  1 
have  known  also  an  individual  receive  and  appropriate  a  commission  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  intended  for  some  one  else.  In  each  case  they 
were  tenaciously  retained,  and  the  conferring  powers  thought  it  best  to 
submit  to  the  assumption,  rather  than  provoke  hostility  or  draw  attention 
to  their  blunder  by  strong  measures.  In  the  last  case,  and  I  presume  in 
the  former,  the  injury  was  repaired  to  the  aggrieved  party. 

The  directions  "Cambridge,"  "Roxbury,"  "Newton,"  &:c.,  are,  for 
all  practical  purposes,  as  indefinite  as  "  U.  S.  America  "  or  "  Massachu- 
setts." In  the  town  of  Newton,  for  example,  there  are  five  post-villages, 
as  distinct  from  each  other  as  separate  towns.  If  a  notification  is  diiect- 
ed  to  A.  B.,  Newton,  it  goes  to  Newton  proper,  thence  it  is  returned  to 
Boston,  and  may  be  forwarded  four  times,  reaching  its  final  destination 
with  quadruple  postage  (if  not  detained  more  than  one  day  in  each  place) 
in  five  days,  and  long  after  it  has  ceased  to  be  of  any  value. 

As  this  increases  the  revenue  of  the  post  office,  it  is  not  the  duty  of 
the  post-masters  to  assist  in  removing  the  difficulty.  I  believe  that  in 
England  an  individual,  by  leaving  his  address  at  the  General  Post  Office, 
may  have  his  letters  forwarded  to  any  part  of  the  kingdom ;  but  I  am  in- 
formed that  this  cannot  be  done  here,  because  the  clerks  read  merelv  the 
name  of  the  town,  and  not  the  whole  address.  For  a  similar  reason, 
if  one  part  of  the  name  of  the  place  is  below  the  other  ;  for  instance,  if 
Upper  Falls  is  written  above  or  below  the  w^ord  Newton,  the  clerk  catches 
merely  the  latter  word  and  mails  it  to  Newton  proper. 

Respectfully  yours,        E.  W.,  Newton  Lower  Falls. 


Glycerine  in  Deafness. — Glycerine  still  continues  to  be  used  in 
England  in  the  treatment  of  certain  cases  of  deafness.  Thos.  H.  Wak- 
ley,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  h  ree  Hospital,  reports  a  number  of  suc- 
cessful cases  in  the  Lancet.  It  is  found  particularly  useful  in  deafness 
following  eruptive  and  other  fevers. 
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EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Philce,  Nubia,  Dec.  10th,  1850. — If  accounts  here  are  to  be  credited, 
disease  is  scarcely  known  at  this  extreme  point  of  travel.  There  is  not  a 
medical  practitioner  for  200  miles,  except  the  surgeon  of  the  barracks. 
Blindness  is  not  quite  so  frequently  met  with  as  in  the  lower  parts  of 
Egypt;  still  I  have  seen  many  adults  and  children  with  opacity  of  the 
cornea.  A  case  of  paralysis  of  the  face,  and  one  of  scrotal  hernia  in  a  boy, 
who  replaced  or  protruded  the  sac  at  pleasure  for  the  sake  of  backsheish, 
were  met  with.  A  tall,  finely-developed  Arab  consulted  me  respecting  his 
wife,  who  vomited  her  food  immediately  after  eating.  Among  all  the 
Abyssinians  whom  we  saw  from  the  slave  marts,  not  one  had  an  apparent 
physical  defect.  Two  years  ago  the  plague  raged  up  and  down  the  river, 
cutting  off  the  poor  people  at  a  melancholy  rate,  even  above  the  first  cata- 
ract, it  being  generally  developed  in  and  confined  to  Cairo  and  the  large 
towns  below.  Not  a  case  of  cholera  the  present  season  appeared  above 
Cairo.  In  that  dusty,  barren,  closely-packed  city  of  not  far  from  200,000 
inhabitants,  it  has  been  estimated  that  8,000  died  while  the  epidemic  pre- 
vailed. At  Alexandria,  it  is  asserted  that  300  often  died  in  a  day,  anthdat 
5,000  were  swept  ofl^'by  it  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  It  had  not  wholly 
subsided  when  we  arrived  there. 

In  returning  down  the  river  from  the  cataract,  we  stopped  to  see  and  con- 
sider each  and  every  object  worth  noticing — enough,  indeed,  to  keep  a  calm 
man  in  a  constant  state  of  excitement.  No  country  can  boast  of  such 
antiquities — none  has  such  historical  monuments.  It  has  been  to  us  a  long, 
tedious  and  expensive  voyage  ;  but  we  have  had  the  gratification  of  roaming 
over  and  through  temples  and  ranges  of  tombs,  and  climbing  pyramids, 
made  long  before  the  birth  of  Abraham — of  standing  at  the  foot  of  the 
colossal  mountains  of  hewn  stone  at  Geeseh,  where  Moses,  Plato  and 
Pythagoras  once  stood  and  gazed.  My  diary  can  no  longer  be  introduced 
into  letters,  even  abridged  ;  but  by  every  conveyance  I  shall  write  the 
principal  events  of  my  travels  from  Cairo  through  the  Desert  to  the  Red 
Sea,  and  from  thence  through  Palestine,  a  part  of  Syria,  Turkey  and 
Greece. 

Should  some  of  our  enterprising  stone  masons  travel  through  Egypt, 
they  would  discover  the  mortifying  fact,  in  the  quarries  of  Silisis,  that  were 
extensively  wrought  nearly  4,000  years  ago,  and  in  the  granite  beds  at 
Syene,  that  a  skill  in  stone-cutting  was  then  practised  which  is  unknown 
at  the  present  day.  At  Thebes  I  have  gazed  with  astonishment  at  the 
enormous  blocks  that  were  transported  from  their  native  beds,  down  the 
river,  to  their  present  position.  At  the  Temple  of  Ombus  there  are  blocks 
of  hewn  stone  20  feet  long  by  8  feet  square,  which  must  have  been  carried 
up  a  high  bank  of  the  river  before  being  elevated  to  their  place  in  the 
building.  Think  of  the  roof  of  a  large  public  edifice,  made  of  solid  pieces 
of  granite  5  feet  square  and  15  feet  in  length,  lying  side  by  side.  All  the 
stones,  small  or  large,  were  dowelled  together  with  a  piece  of  wood,  each 
way.  The  surface  of  a  stone  designed  to  have  another  upon  it,  had  a  rough 
depression  in  it  for  mortar.    Wooden  dowels,  excluded  from  the  air,  will 
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last  for  ages.  After  seeing  them  as  they  were  used  in  walls  here  in  Egypt, 
that  are  now  firm  as  the  everlasting  hills,  and  which  have  witnessed  the 
wrecks  of  empires  and  the  convulsions  of  nature  during  several  thousand 
years,  I  think  they  are  quite  as  good  as  copper,  superior  to  iron,  and  worthy 
of  imitation  in  our  country.  In  some  exposed  walls,  liable  to  be  weakened 
by  running  water,  the  dovetails  of  wood  would  tug  like  giants  to  keep  the 
stones  from  separating.  The  ancient  stone-cutters  had  long  chisels  not 
exceeding  half  an  inch  in  width.  This  is  shown  by  the  strokes  in  the 
stones  of  all  the  ruins  examined,  from  the  fallen  pillars  at  Alexandria  to 
the  tablets,  architraves  and  suspended  chapiters  in  Ethiopia  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  Egypt.  Our  ship  carpenters,  too,  might  obtain  important 
hints  on  the  Nile.  No  better  hulls  can  be  put  together  than  are  found 
here.  Some,  quite  large  enough  for  schooners,  are  made  of  bits  of  plank 
not  more  than  three  feet  long  by  one  foot  four  inches  wide  ;  but  a  com- 
pensation for  this  apparent  defect  exists  in  an  almost  solid  wall  of  ribs,  side 
by  side,  of  locust-wood — called  here  tamarask — the  shittim-wood  of  the 
Old  Testament.  Decay  is  out  of  the  question  in  their  boats.  Every  plank 
or  piece  of  one  is  fastened  with  a  headed  iron  spike,  the  heads  entering  the 
wood  to  a  common  level,  and  tow  being  wound  around  under  the  head,  the 
thickness  of  the  board  it  is  to  hold  in  place.  Of  other  mechanical  matters, 
my  journal  has  copious  details. 

Within  an  hour  I  have  visited  the  great  citadel  temple  of  Edfou,  the 
ancient  Apollonopolis — the  propyla  or  gateway  towers  of  which  are  proba- 
bly 100  feet  high  each,  by  90  feet  in  width  at  the  base,  and  yet  the  cap 
course  of  stone  is  gone.  The  pillars  within  cannot  be  matched,  out  of 
Egypt,  for  massiveness  and  beauty.  The  door  of  entrance  between  the 
towers  is  much  like  the  granite  entrance  to  Mount  Auburn,  only  more 
lofty.  A  wall,  unique  for  strength,  height  and  finish,  surrounds  the  once 
sacred  ground,  where  the  cunning  old  heathen  priests,  secured  against  the 
assaults  of  political  foes,  as  they  w^ere  from  vulgar  eyes,  imposed  upon 
generation  after  generation  of  men.  There  are  sculptures,  cartouches  and 
hieroglyphics,  with  fine  specimens  of  coloring,  on  the  walls.  The  wall 
within,  nearly  50  feet  high,  is  also  full  of  them,  to  near  the  top,  concealing 
of  course  the  body  of  the  magnificent  pillars  and  elaborately  ornamented 
chambers.  If  cleared  out  it  would  be  found,  I  suspect,  one  of  the  best  pre- 
served temples  in  the  valley  of  the  Nile.  I  there  likewise  observed  the 
system  of  do  welling  the  stones  with  wood,  to  keep  them  from  spreading 
apart.  The  columns  appeared  to  be  dressed  after  being  placed,  as  were 
also  the  walls  of  the  apartments.  The  same  thing  w^as  observed  at  Philae, 
where  several  of  the  columns  vvere  left,  half  finished,  with  the  chalk  marks 
that  were  to  be  the  guides  for  the  workmen. 

Thebes,  Bee.  \^th. — At  3,  P.  M.,  having  completed  a  thorough  exami- 
nation of  the  ruins,  and  everything  surprising  and  grand  in  ancient  Egyptian 
architecture,  at  Luxor,  Kanah  and  Thebes,  our  boat  has  again  been  turned 
towards  Cairo.  If  the  temples  visited  excited  my  profound  astonishment, 
what  a  strange  sensation  was  produced  on  entering  the  ancient  tombs,  ex- 
cavated into  the  rocky  sides  of  a  mountain,  nearly  as  long  as  the  Quincy 
Market  in  Boston,  and  half  as  wide,  comprising  a  succession  of  beautiful 
apartments,  with  occasional  arched  ceilings  and  columns,  and  paintings 
that  have  now  been  executed  more  than  2,000  years.  At  the  extremity  of 
the  tombs  were  granite  sarcophagi,  that  in  themselves,  on  account  of  their 
immense  size,  are  wonders  of  mechanical  ingenuity.  To  describe  a  tithe 
of  what  has  been  seen  in  these  royal  sepulchres,  illustrative  of  the  skill, 
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mechanical  adroitness  and  power,  of  the  artisans  of  Egypt  1,800  years  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  the  christian  era,  would  be  an  interminable  and 
unsatisfactory  labor,  and  therefore  will  not  be  attempted. 

Yesterday  a  regular  Ei^yptian  serpent-charmer  waited  upon  us,  on  our 
return  from  the  tombs  of  Bruce  and  Belzoni,  and  inquired  for  the  hakeem, 
or  doctor,  whom  he  understood  was  in  the  company.  On  presenting-  my- 
self, he  said  he  was  himself  a  hakeem — shook  hands,  and  muttering  to 
himself  awhile  squatted  down  to  a  kind  of  eel-pot-shaped  basket — and 
opening  the  cover,  thrust  in  his  hand  and  drew  out  a  snake  resembling  an 
adder,  about  a  yard  in  length,  the  head  of  which  he  immediately  thrust  into 
his  mouth,  and  kept  crowding  in,  fold  after  fold,  till  no  more  could  be  re- 
ceived, when  he  drew  it  out.  He  had  five  snakes,  of  different  sizes,  which 
were  handled  with  a  freedom  which  made  one's  hair  crawl.  The  minutice 
of  the  exhibition  it  is  unnecessary  to  describe.  Few,  it  is  said,  possess  the 
secret  of  this  influence  over  these  reptiles.  He  assured  me  he  could  make 
any  serpent  in  a  field  leave  his  hole  and  run  directly  to  him — and  would 
handle  them  with  perfect  impunity,  no  matter  how  poisonous  they  might 
be.    His  son,  a  little  boy,  he  said  could  do  the  same. 


Analyses  of  the  Solids  and  Fluids  consumed  by  all  Classes  of  the  Pub- 
lic,— A  series  of  analytical  examinations  has  been  and  is  now  being  made 
in  London,  of  the  various  solids  and  fluids  which  are  used  by  "  all  classes  " 
of  the  public.  We  are  uninformed  how  this  sanitary  commission  was  ap- 
pointed, nor  do  we  know  the  names  of  the  scientific  gentlemen  who  com- 
pose it ;  but  it  is  evident  that  many  strange  developments  of  fraud  have 
already  been  discovered  by  the  commissioners.  Their  report,  so  far  as 
they  have  extended  their  researches,  is  published  in  the  London  Lancet, 
from  which  we  make  a  synopsis.  It  commences  with  sugar  and  its  adul- 
terations. Mention  is  made  of  the  various  kinds,  elements,  &c.,  which  it 
is  deemed  unnecessary  now  to  speak  of — our  intention  being  to  allude 
only  to  the  impurities  and  adulterations  of  cane  sugar.  These  consist 
of  organic  and  inorganic  matters.  The  organic  substances  are  fragments 
of  the  sugar  cane,  glucose  or  grape  sugar,  vegetable  albumen,  blood, 
an  animalcule  peculiar  to  sugar,  fungi,  woody  fibre,  and  starch  granules. 
The  inorganic  impurities  are  lime,  lead,  iron  and  earthy  matter.  These 
several  impurities  are  not  found  in  the  crystal  parts  of  the  sugar,  which 
are  pure  cane,  but  in  the  more  fluid  part  which  surrounds,  adheres  to 
and  coats  them.  The  crystal  sugar  possesses  by  far  the  greatest  sweeten- 
ing properties,  and  is  less  prone  to  undergo  the  fermentive  changes;  while 
grape  sugar,  on  the  other  hand,  is  of  less  sweetening  powder,  and  is  quite 
apt  to  ferment.  In  the  brown  sugars  there  is  much  vegetable  albumen, 
which  increases  its  weight,  and  also  its  liability  to  ferment ;  but  what  will 
astonish,  and  perhaps  most  alarm  the  consumer  of  sugars,  is  the  fact  of  the 
unrefined  qualities  containing  more  or  less  of  animalculce.  To  Dr.  Hassall, 
the  scientific  world  are  indebted  for  this  discovery ;  with  the  microscope  he 
was  enabled  to  detect  mites  or  acari,  not  unlike  the  itch-insect,  and  from 
their  microscopical  appearance  we  should  judge  them  to  be  a  more  formi- 
dable animal.  These  insects  were  found  in  raio  or  unrefined  sugars,  the 
place  where  these  are  prepared  not  exempting  them  from  the  liability.  By 
this  discovery  of  Dr.  Hassall,  that  affection  of  the  skin,  called  grocer's  itch, 
is  accounted  for,  for  it  is  well  known  that  that  class  of  traders  are  very 
liable  to  extreme  irritation  of  the  skin,  and  it  is  generally  in  those  who 
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handle  the  sugars  largely.  There  are  also  sporules  of  fungi  discoverable 
in  the  impure  sugars,  which  are  supposed  to  favor  the  development  of  the 
acari.  Starch  was  found  in  almost  every  sample  of  sugar  examined  ; 
also  woody  fibre,  lime,  lead,  iron,  and  stone  grit,  hi  thirty-six  samples 
examined  by  the  microscope,  thirty-Jive  had  the  disgusting-lookiiig  acari  in 
them  ;  also,  all  of  these  samples  contained  more  or  less  of  impurities  and 
adulterations.  The  commissioners  came  to  the  conclusion,  from  the  abun- 
dant evidence  adduced,  that  a  viajority  of  the  brown  sugars,  as  imported  and 
sold  to  the  public,  are  impure,  and  in  a  state  generally  "  2infit  for  hu- 
man consumption.''''  The  refined  sugar  is  therefore  recommended  to  con- 
sumers,  as  the  only  kind  proper  for  use,  and  they  should  be  willing  to  pay 
a  fair  price  for  it.  In  our  next  number  we  shall  speak  of  Arrow  Root  and 
its  Adulterations. 


Diseases  of  Me?istr nation. — "  On  Diseases  of  Menstruation  and  Ovarian 
Inflammation,  in  connection  with  Sterility,  Pelvic  Tumors,  and  Affections 
of  the  Womb.  By  Edward  J.  Tilt,  M.D.,  London.— New  York,  Samuel 
S.  &  Wm.  Wood,  publishers.  Boston,  Ticknor  &  Co."  The  author  has 
certainly  given  us  much  that  is  new  and  interesting  in  his  little  volume. 
It  is  written  with  great  care,  and  furnishes  evidence  of  a  mind  well  cultured. 
With  all  Dr.  Tilt's  theories,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  every  one  will  be 
pleased  ;  but  in  the  main,  they  will  be  found  tenable.  The  diseases  peculiar 
to  menstruation,  have  always  been  considered  very  obscure,  and  the  organs 
concerned  in  this  function  have  never  been  satisfactorily  defined.  This 
work  may  be  considered  the  best  that  has  been  published  on  the  subject, 
and  it  must  fill  a  space  in  medical  literature  which  has  heretofore  been 
void.  In  his  introduction,  he  says — "  If,  then,  it  be  established  that  the 
ovaries  govern  menstruation,  it  is  reasonable  to  study  the  disorders  of 
menstruation  in  connection  with  the  diseases  of  those  organs,  so  that  we 
may  have  some  connecting  link  in  the  investigation  of  these  important  dis- 
eases, and  be  able,  in  many  instances,  to  direct  our  treatment  to  that  organ 
which  all  recognize  as  the  fountain  head  of  menstruation  ;  and  as  we  ascribe 
to  inflammation  so  great  an  influence  in  disturbing  the  functions  of  the 
ovaries  as  to  produce  diseases  of  menstruation,  we  must  question  ourselves 
respecting  the  occurrence  and  phenomena  represented  by  this  most  im- 
portant word." 


The  Journal  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Pauperism. — We  have 
received,  from  the  board  of  managers,  the  February  number  of  the  above- 
named  monthly,  published  in  this  city.  It  is  filled  with  interesting  matter 
upon  the  subject  of  pauperism.  From  the  report  of  the  secretary,  it  appears 
that  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  applicants  for  situations  were  foreigners. 
It  seems  to  us  a  mistaken  policy  in  our  government,  to  encourage  emigration 
to  this  country,  when  we  are  suffering  so  much  from  the  increase  of  pauper- 
ism caused  by  it.  The  law  which  was  enacted  by  our  legislature,  requir- 
ing head  money  to  be  paid  by  the  alien,  and  bonds,  with  sufficient 
surety,  that  he  would  not  become  a  burthen  to  the  State  for  a  certain  time, 
seemed  just  and  proper  ;  yet  we  believe  it  was  decided  to  be  unconstitutional 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  Until  our  own  poor  are  proper- 
ly cared  for,  we  do  not  think  we  are  called  upon  to  render  assistance  to  the 
poor  of  other  countries.  We  wish  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Pau- 
perism all  success  in  their  philanthropic  undertakings. 
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Graduates  of  the  Medical  School  of  Harvard  University. — At  the  semi- 
annual examination  held  on  the  6th  of  March,  1851,  at  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  College,  the  following-  candidates  were  examined  and  approved 
for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  : — 

Enoch  Adams,  Andover,  Me.,  Thesis  on  Pneumonia. 

George  Pierce  Baker,  Providence,  R.  I.,  Relation  between 
Erysipelas  and  Puerperal  Fever. 

James  Coldham,  Simcoe,  Canada  W.,  Intermittent  Fever. 

William  C.  B,  Fifield,  Weymouth,  Piierperal  Coiivulsions. 

Richard  Gundry,  Simcoe,  Canada  W.,  Medical  Evidence. 

George  Asa Hoyt,  A.M.,  Framingham,  Dysmenorrhcea. 

William  Albert  Lewis,  Sterling,  Ct.,  Causes  of  Peritonitis. 

Jenks  Harris  Otis,  Boston,  Urinary  Calculus. 

William  Samuel  Pattee,  Qaincy,  Ascites. 

Francis  Tuttle,  Barnstead,  N.  H.,  Contimced  Fever. 

O.  W.  Holmes,  Dean. 


Rhode  Island  Medical  Society — Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation.— At  the  last  semi-annual'  meeting  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical 
Society,  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  meeting 
of  the  American  Medical  Association  in  May,  1851 : — Drs.  Usher  Parsons, 
Theophilus  C.  Dunn,  Joseph  Mauran,  George  Capron,  Ezekiel  Fowler,  S. 
Augustus  Arnold,  David  Holmes,  Henry  P.  Pratt,  Charles  H.  Fisher  and 
Absalom  P.  King. 


Report  of  the  City  Registrar  of  Boston. — This  document,  as  prepared 
by  Mr.  Simonds,  our  efficient  City  Registrar,  is  beginning  to  take  the 
place  which  it  deserves  among  the  annual  statistical  reports  of  the  day. 
His  report  for  the  last  year,  just  published,  contains  all  the  information 
which  could  be  desired  respecting  the  important  matters  which  come  un- 
der his  observation.  We  glean  from  it  a  few  particulars,  and  may  per- 
haps refer  to  it  again. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  5279  ;  viz.,  2681 
males,  2598  females.  Among  them  were  53  cases  of  twins.  The  birth-places 
of  the  parents  of  these  children  were  as  follows  : — Boston — fathers,  456 ; 
mothers,  535.  Massachusetts,  except  Boston — fathers,  533  ;  mothers,  501. 
Total  New  England— fathers,  1704;  mothers,  1741.  United  States, 
except  New  England — fathers,  122;  mothers,  119.  Ireland — fathers, 
2734;  mothers,  2792.  Total  foreign  countries — fathers,  3340 ;  mothers, 
3320. 

The  number  of  intentions  of  marriage  registered  was  2557,  one  or  both 
of  the  parties  being  described  as  residing  in  Boston.  Of  these,  were  na- 
tives of  the  United  States — males,  1160;  females,  1153.  Of  Ireland — 
males,  999  ;  females,  1099. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  registered  was  3667 — being  about  1400 
less  than  in  1849,  the  cholera  year.  The  deaths  last  year  were  1  in 
38,  or  2.64  per  cent.,  instead  of  1  in  26  as  in  1819.  The  ages  were  as 
follows  :— under  1  year,  879  ;  1  to  2,  439  ;  2  to  3,  194 ;  3  to  5,  194;  5 
to  10,  165  ;  10  to  15,  68;  15  to  20,  131  ;  20  to  30,  475  ;  30  to  40,  369; 
40  to  50,  246  ;  50  to  60,  175 ;  60  to  70,  157 ;  70  to  80,  108 ;  80  to  90, 
49  ;  90  to  100,  17  ;  over  100,  1.  Consumption  was  the  cause  of  586  of 
the  deaths. 
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The  following  extract  is  given,  that  our  more  distant  readers  may  under- 
stand the  cause  of  so  great  an  increase  in  the  foreign  population  of  Boston, 
as  is  shown  above  and  in  our  weekly  report  of  deaths  in  the  city. 

"The  multiplied  facilities  for  rapid  travelling  have  made  it  practicable 
and  convenient  for  the  business  men  of  Boston  to  live  out  of  town,  and 
thousands  of  them  have  within  a  few  years  established  their  family  resi- 
dences near  the  various  railroad  stations  and  omnibus  routes  within  ten  or 
fifteen  miles.  Their  warehouses,  stores,  shops,  and  employees,  remain  in 
the  city.  Our  native  population  has  been  also  considerably  affected  by  the 
numbers  who  have  left,  seeking  a  golden  harvest  in  California.  It  is  with- 
in the  last  five  years,  that  the  tide  of  emigration  from  Europe  has  set 
strongly  to  Boston.  Previously  we  received  directly  a  much  smaller  pro- 
portion, of  a  less  emigration.  While  the  greater  part  of  the  emigrants 
landing  in  Boston,  proceed  directly  to  the  interior  of  New  England,  or  the 
Western  States,  many  remain,  including  generally  the  most  undesirable 
portion." 


Mortality  of  Lou-ell  in  1850. — A  statement  of  the  deaths  in  Lowell,  with 
the  diseases  and  ages,  as  prepared  by  Dr.  J.  Spalding,  City  Physician,  has 
been  received.  From  it  we  learn  that  492  persons  died  in  that  city  during 
the  year,  219  of  whom  were  males,  and  278  females.  Nearly  one  fourth 
of  the  deaths  were  caused  by  consumption,  and  two  thirds  of  them  were 
females.  The  greatest  mortality  occurred  in  August,  when  there  were  62 
deaths.  We  should  judge  the  city  to  have  been  exempt  from  epidemical 
diseases,  and  to  have  enjoyed  an  unusual  degree  of  health. 


The  Stethoscope  and  Virginia  Medical  Gazette. — This  new  medical 
journal,  conducted  by  Dr.  P.  C.  Gooch,  of  Richmond,  Va.,  has  materially 
improved  since  its  first  number  was  issued.  The  March  number  has  been 
received,  and  contains  much  interesting  and  practical  matter.  With  its 
abundance  of  original  material,  and  a  good  judgment  in  selecting  other 
matter ;  and  last,  not  least,  the  spirited  manner  in  which  the  editorial  de- 
partment is  managed,  the  Stethoscope  cannot  fail  to  secure  a  host  of  readers. 
We  wish  it  all  success,  and  welcome  it  among  the  best  of  our  exchanges. 


Physician  for  Ships. — It  vvill  be  seen  by  our  advertising  sheet  that  a 
new  edition  of  Dr.  Parsons's  book  for  seamen,  and  others  who  have  occasion 
to  travel  by  water,  has  been  published.  The  work  is  too  well  known  to 
need  more  than  a  statement  of  a  new  edition  being  issued. 


Married, — In  Rochester,  N.  H.,  Dr.  James  Farrington  to  Miss  Harriet  Chase. 

Died, — At  Hampstead,  N.  H.,  Dr.  E.  H.  L.  Gibson,  aged  23.— At  Newburyport,  Mass.,  John 
Merrill,  M.D.,  aged  30  years,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  University. 


Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Saturday  noon,  March  8,  77. — Males,  39 — females,  38. 
Abscess,  2 — accidental,  1 — anaemia,  1 — asthma,  1 — disease  of  the  bowels,  1 — inflammation  of  the 
bowels,  2 — burn,  1 — consumption,  13 — convulsions,  1— croup,  3 — debility,  1 — dysentery,  1  — 
dropsy,  1 — dropsy  of  the  brain,  3 — erysipelas,  1 — typhus  fever,  2 — lung  fever,  8 — hooping  cough, 
2 — disease  of  the  heart,  2 — infantile,  2 — disease  of  the  liver,  4 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  6 — 
marasmus,  1 — measles,  9 — old  age,  2 — palsy,  2 — puerperal,  1 — disease  of  the  spine,  1 — smallpox, 
1 — unknown,  2 — worms,  1. 

Under  5  years,  35 — between  5  and  20  years.  5 — between  20  and  40  years,. 15 — between  40  and 
years,  12 — over  60  years,  10.   Americans,  44 ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  33. 
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Animal  Food  in  Dysentery.  By  R.  J.  Graves,  M.D. — In  an  excel- 
lent paper  by  Dr.  Mayne,  published  in  the  last  number  of  this  Journal, 
some  judicious  remarks  are  made  respecting  the  utility  of  tender  animal 
food  in  dysentery,  after  the  first  stage  of  active  inflammation  has  passed, 
remarks  strongly  corroborating-  what  1  have  already  written  on  that  point 
of  practice,  and  the  accuracy  of  which  is  confirmed  by  the  following  pas- 
sage, taken  from  a  very  interesting  work  entitled  "  The  Shoe  and  Canoe,"* 
by  John  J.  Bigsby,  M.D.  "  Donkin's  preserved  meat  is  an  admirable 
substitute  for  the  recently-killed  animal.  A  transport  between  the  tropics, 
full  of  soldiers  and  their  families,  under  my  medical  charge,  became 
generally  attacked  whh.  dysentery,  against  lohich  medicine  seemed  -power' 
less.  In  the  course  of  three  or  four  days  I  distributed  among  the  soldiers 
750  pounds  of  Donkin's  preserved  meat,  and  the  disease  ceased.  We 
landed  six  weeks  afterwards  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a  sound  ship." — 
Vol.  II.,  p.  203. — Dublin  Quarterly  Journal  of  Medical  Science. 

Saline  j)rtesian  Well. — The  boring  of  the  famous  artesian  well,  the 
Schonborn,  at  Kissingen,  in  Rhenish  Bavaria,  wdiich  commenced  in  1822, 
has  recently  been  brou>^ht  to  a  successful  termination.  This  immense 
w^ork,  of  the  success  of  which  people  w-ere  beginning  to  despair,  has  given 
results  never  witnessed  before.  Kissingen  is  situated  in  a  saline  valley 
about  990  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Baltic.  In  the  month  of  June,  1849, 
after  seventeen  years  of  work,  the  boring  had  reached  a  depth  of  1820 
feet,  having  previously  passed  through  several  strata  of  salt  separated  by 
masses  of  granite.  There  was  then  encountered,  for  the  first  time,  a  stra- 
tum of  carbonic  acid  gas,  followed  I  y  new  granitic  masses,  and  at  length 
on  the  12th  of  June  a  violent  detonation  overthrew,  but  without  injury  to 
anybody,  the  scafiblding  w^hich  covered  the  mouth  of  the  well,  and  almost 
immediately  there  was  seen  issuing  from  the  orifice  a  column  of  water, 
nearly  five  inches  in  diameter,  w^hich  rose  with  prodigious  force  to  the  height 
of  100  f -et,  diffused  itself  on  all  sides  like  the  branches  of  a  magnificent 
palm  tree,  and  thus  formed  the  most  extraordinary  jet  d''eau  imaginable. 
The  water,  clear  as  crystal,  issues  from  the  soil  at  a  temperature  of  66 
deg.  F.,  charged  with  3.4  per  cent,  of  pare  salt,  and  gives  a  volume  of  40 
cubic  feet  per  minute.  It  is  forced  up  by  an  atmosphere  of  carbonic  acid 
gas  acting  with  a  force  of  fifty  atmospheres.  The  total  depth  of  the  well 
is  2047  feet.  It  is  calculated  that  this  spring  will  yield  annually  about 
293  tons  of  salt,  which,  deducting  expenses,  will  add  £30,000  to  the  reve- 
nue of  Bavaria." — From.  Gaz.  Med.  in  Jour,  de  Phar. 

Air  or  Water  Pessary. — Mr.  Higginson  showed  an  ingenious  contri- 
vance for  acting  as  a  pessary,  as  a  plug  to  check  extensive  hemorrhage,  or 
for  dilating  the  os  uteri.  It  consisted  of  a  common  small  bladder,  into 
the  neck  of  which  a  gutta  percha  tube  is  inserted  and  secured.  Whilst 
flaccid  the  bladder  w^as  to  be  introduced  into  the  vagina,  or  even  so  far,  if 
needful,  as  through  a  partially  dilated  os  uteri ;  and  an  enema  pump,  or 
elastic  bottle,  being  fitted  to  the  gutta  percha  tube,  air  or  water  might  be 
injected  into  the  bladder,  until  it  was  distended  so  as  to  fill  the  vagina,  or 
to  dilate  the  os  uteri  to  the  required  degree. — Proc.  Liver.  Med.  Society. 


Iodine  Vapor  in  Phthisis. — M.  Chartroule  read  an  essay  on  the  use  of 
iodine  vapors,  in  which  he  attributed  to  this  mode  of  the  exhibition  of 
iodine  a  superiority  over  other  modes  or  forms. — Acad.  Med.,  Paris. 
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MEDICINE   AND  SURGERY  IN  EGVPT. 

FROM  THE  EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THIS  JOURNAL. 

Contrary  to  my  expectation,  when  the  last  communication  was  made 
from  Cairo,  I  have  passed  three  months  in  Egypt,  which  has  given  me 
a  full  and  satisfactory  opportunity  of  seeing  nearly  all  its  great  antiqui- 
ties. After  completing  the  survey,  from  the  shore  of  the  Mediterranean, 
to  the  ancient  Syene  where  stood  the  tower  spoken  of  by  the  prophet 
Ezekiel,  stepping  into  and  mounting  temples  till  wearied  with  the  labor, 
T  then  twice  crossed  the  Desert  of  Arabia — having  been  twenty-one 
days  on  the  back  of  a  camel.  The  spare  hours  have  been  devoted  to 
collecting  such  medical  and  surgical  notes  of  the  country  as  could  be 
relied  upon,  and  this  letter  embraces  some  of  them. 

As  before  remarked,  there  are  three  leading  maladies  in  Egypt,  for 
which  physicians  exert  all  their  skill,  but  with  only  a  temporary  success.  ^ 
First,  the  plague — about  the  origin  and  treatment  of  which  no  two  agree, 
any  more  than  in  England  or  our  own  country  in  regard  to  the  origin  or 
treatment  of  cholera.  Second,  ophthalmia,  which  receives  a  diversity  of 
treatment.  Third,  cholera,  which  goes  where  it  listeth,  and  admits  of 
little  palliation  by  medicine. 

As  to  ophthalmia,  which  I  have  seen  extensively  through  the  whole 
Nilotic  extent  of  Egypt,  to  me  there  is  nothing  obscure  in  its  origin  there. 
Filth  gives  rise  to  it ;  it  always  has  and  always  will  do  so,  till  the  cus- 
toms and  habits  of  the  Arabs  and  Jews,  the  principal  sufferers,  are  radi- 
cally changed — but  this  will  not  probably  happen,  nor  the  disease,  in  all 
its  aggravated  and  hopeless  forms,  cease  to  exist,  while  water  flows  from 
the  Mountains  of  the  Moon  down  the  inclined  plane  of  the  Nile.  Once 
in  a  while,  the  men  and  women  of  the  country  wash  their  faces  ;  but 
when  they  do,  they  touch  almost  everywhere  but  their  eyes.  They  are 
unstomachable  objects  at  all  times,  and  just  as  much  so  after  rubbing 
their  faces  as  before.  The  margins  of  the  eyelids  look  red  and  fretted, 
in  the  incipient  forms  of  the  disease,  which  makes  them  still  more  cau- 
tious about  touching  them  with  water.  An  impression  exists  that  the 
eyes  should  not  be  wet,  and  thus  the  angles  are  always  in  a  bad  state, 
especially  in  children  and  infants.  Swarms  of  flies  are  invariably  crowd- 
ing for  a  place — and  when  they  fly  off.  the  purulent  matter  with  which 
their  feet  are  laden  is  transferred  to  the  eyes  of  others,  and  thus,  it  is 
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probable,  the  disease  is  extensively  propagated.  The  dragoman  in  the 
service  of  myself  and  travelling  associates  to  the  first  cataract  of  the 
Nile,  at  one  time  had  fearful  indications  of  an  acute  attack  of  ophthal- 
mia, which  was  an  anticipated  affliction  to  us,  since  our  intercourse  with 
the  people,  and  the  success  of  our  researches,  depended  essentially  on 
his  tongue  and  eyes.  He  was  urged  to  bathe  his  eyes  frequently  in  cold 
water,  and  to  sleep  with  a  pledget  over  them,  kept  well  saturated  with  it. 
To  this  he  objected,  bringing  up  the  old  story  that  nobody  dare  apply 
water  under  such  and  such  circumstances  ;  but  I  insisted,  and  by  the 
second  day  the  aspect  was  completely  changed,  and  within  a  week  he 
perfectly  recovered.  In  a  second  instance,  a  man,  officially  connected 
with  a  public  functionary  in  Cairo,  discovered  indications  of  approaching 
ophthalmia,  and  was  urged  to  the  same  course  of  treatment.  He,  too, 
had  his  whims  and  prejudices  to  contend  with,  but  the  uncomfortable 
thought  of  becoming  blind  secured  the  service  of  the  water,  and  he 
speedily  recovered.  When  leeches,  the  usual  preliminary  course,  are  ap- 
plied,! have  observed  that  no  reduction  of  inflammation  follows,  although 
the  excessive  pain  and  sense  6f  fulness  in  the  ball,  and  another  disa- 
greeable feeling,  that  of  gi'ains  of  sand  under  the  lid,  may  subside. 
The  physicians  here  deplete,  sometimes  very  much  ;  but  the  evidence 
of  the  bad  success  of  their  treatment  is  found  in  the  multitude  of  blind 
men,  women  and  children  who  overrun  the  whole  valley  of  Egypt. 

In  the  Desert  of  Arabia,  1  made  it  a  matter  of  special  inquiry,  whe- 
ther ophthalmia  was  there  ;  but  it  was  ascertained  that  the  Bedouin 
Arabs,  those  dreaded  nomads,  whose  hand  is  against  everybody  and  every- 
body's hand  against  them,  are  not  only  never  subject  to  attacks  of  this 
form  of  disease,  but  are  almost  invulnerable  to  every  other  form.  They 
are  thin,  spare,  tall,  bronze-colored  people,  with  coal-black,  restless  eyes, 
full  of  activity  and  deviltry.  My  recollections  of  them  are  painfully 
vivid,  from  the  circumstance  that  while  travelling  in  company  with  a 
large  mercantile  caravan  of  sixty  camels  from  Ramlah,  bound  to  Egypt 
over  the  haji  road,  we  were  greatly  alarmed,  one  night,  by  the  rumored 
attack  of  the  Bedouins.  There  were  two,  at  the  moment,  quartered 
on  the  hospitality  of  the  travelling  Arabs,  who  are  in  more  fear  of  these 
lawless  possessors  of  the  desert,  than  of  the  courbash  of  the  Sultan. 

With  me  it  is  a  settled  point,  that  extreme  personal  filthiness  and 
neglect  is  the  cause  of  ophthalmia  in  Egypt.  The  sparkling  particles  of 
sand  in  the  desert,  it  is  believed,  produce  no  bad  effects.  Yet  the 
Bedouins  rarely  wash  themselves,  for  it  is  difficult  to  procure  water 
enough  to  meet  the  demands  of  thirst.  They,  however,  wipe  their  eyes 
and  dry-wash  their  faces.  When  an  Arab  child  is  born,  as  I  was  in- 
formed by  a  lady  of  extensive  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  habits  of 
the  Arabs,  as  well  as  the  Levantines  (that  is,  those  born  in  the  country 
from  European,  Syrian,  Jewish  and  other  stocks),  the  infant  is  not  wash- 
ed till  it  is  a  year  old  !  Mothers,  as  I  noticed  repeatedly,  take  no  pains 
to  drive  the  flies  away  from  foraging  on  their  children's  eyes.  In  the 
bazars,  among  the  Jew  brokers,  and  various  other  classes,  I  have  often 
gazed  at  them  with  astonishment  and  pity,  on  account  of  the  cluster  of 
flies  prowling  about  their  sore,  ulcerated  optics.    Cleanliness  would  un- 
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questionably  prevent  the  disease  ;  and  a  consistent  antiphlogistic  treat- 
ment, seasonably  adopted,  would  effectually  cure  it,  when  once  deve- 
loped ;  but  as  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  is  pursued,  ophthalmia  is 
destined  to  be  perpetuated  in  Egypt  while  inhabited  by  the  races  that 
now  occupy  it. 

From  Dr.  Abbott,  of  Cairo,  of  whom  mention  has  previously  been 
made,  and  Dr.  Farquar,  of  Alexandria,  both  distinguished  English  prac- 
titioners of  medicine  and  surgery,  I  have  obtained  information  touching 
the  character  of  the  predominant  diseases  of  Egypt,  in  addition  to  that 
collected  by  personal  observation. 

Typhus  is  an  annual  visitant,  principally  in  the  cities,  and  sweeps  off 
very  many  persons.  The  foreign  residents,  of  which  the  Italians  and 
EngHsh  are  predominant,  are  severe  sufferers  by  it.  Dr.  Farquar  in- 
forms me  that  intermittents  are  extensively  prevalent  in  Lower  Egypt, 
and  vast  numbers  die  of  it.  Medications,  thus  far,  have  not  been  suc- 
cessful. The  overflowing  of  the  Nile  leaves  a  vast  plateau  of  country 
in  a  muddy  state  for  months,  as  was  noticed  in  passing  over  the  ground 
in  which  the  fellahs  or  farmers  are  obliged  to  labor,  ankle  deep,  to  cover 
the  seed  they  may  have  sown.  The  evaporation  under  a  burning  sun 
has  a  peculiar  influence  on  the  atmosphere,  which  deranges  the  vital 
machinery  of  the  human  system.  Pulmonary  consumption,  one  would 
naturally  suppose,  from  the  singular  customs  of  the  lower  orders  of  peo- 
ple, would  be  the  all-prevailing  and  incurable  disease.  Yet  the  cases 
are  not  numerous  ;  and  what  is  worthy  of  special  record,  comparatively 
rare  in  places  where  it  would  at  first  seem  to  be  most  prevalent.  Me- 
chanics, and  laborers  of  all  denominations,  sailors,  &ic.,  including  females, 
go  entirely  barefooted  during  life.  They  are  partly  amphibious  near  the 
Nile,  being  always  in  the  water,  regardless  of  cold  or  crocodiles.  They 
sleep,  in  the  one  thin  cotton  garment  worn  through  the  day,  out  of  doors, 
on  the  bare  earth,  or  in  damp,  mud  hovels — but  they  have  generally 
excellent  health. 

Infantile  diseases,  which  embrace  a  long  catalogue  of  undefined  ails, 
carry  off  immense  muhitudes  of  children.  Smallpox  also  prevails.  Dr. 
Farquar  says  that  mothers  invariably  stuff  their  infants  with  whatever 
food  they  have  for  themselves.  They  as  frequently  force  bits  of  carrot 
down  their  untried  throats,  as  something  more  emollient ;  and  to  that 
cause  he  attributes  a  great  amount  of  infantile  mortality.  When  they 
lose  their  children,  they  console  themselves  with  the  hope  of  hav- 
ing more.  It  is  the  never-ceasing  ambition  of  both  sexes,  in  every  con- 
dition of  life,  in  Egypt,  to  have  a  numerous  offspring.  So  strong  is  this 
desire,  that  women,  and  some  of  a  very  tender  age,  as  has  previously 
been  mentioned,  visit  certain  touch  stones  in  different  parts  of  the  country 
— generally  some  ancient  portion  of  a  pillar  or  block  with  hieroglyphical 
figures — which  have  the  reputation  of  making  them  fertile,  by  saying 
certain  prayers  over  them.  Dr.  Abbott  informed  me  that  he  one  day 
went  into  an  obscure  yard,  in  which  he  had  stored  some  mummies, 
where,  to  his  surprise,  he  found  a  large  collection  of  females,  who  dis- 
played great  energy  in  jumping  back  and  forth  over  the  embalmed 
carcases.    On  inquiring  what  they  were  doing  with  his  property,  they 
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excused  themselves  by  saying  they  had  heard,  that,  by  stepping  twelve 
times  over  a  mummy,  it  would  make  them  fruitful  I  Possibly  their 
faith  may  have  some  fecundating  influence.  I  cannot  explain  the 
anomaly  of  this  universal  desire — for  anomaly  it  is,  contrasted  with  the 
dread  of  a  numerous  offspring  in  other  countries.  It  has  always  been 
so  in  the  Orient  from  the  remotest  epoch,  and  probably  will  continue  a 
characteristic  of  the  people  through  all  succeeding  ages.  Fatal  child- 
birth seems  hardly  known.  Physicians  are  rarely  consulted  in  cases  of 
obstetrics.  Syphilis  is  widely  spread,  and  sometimes  formidable  in  its 
desolating  effects  on  the  tissues.  1  have  noticed  many  a  nose  in  the 
streets  of  Cairo,  minus  all  below  the  bridge.  It  is  singular  that  the  danc- 
ing girls — known  from  the  earliest  historical  periods  as  the  almeh — 
who  are  prostitutes  by  profession,  and  numerous  all  over  Upper  and 
Lower  Egypt,  are  quite  free  from  it,  according  to  the  report  of  those 
who  should  be  credited.  I  have  seen  very  many  of  these  singular  fe- 
males— and  the  question  frequently  came  up  in  my  mind,  who  are  they  ? 
They  are  not  Arabs  ;  nor  are  they  Copts — that  is,  descendants  of  the 
original  inhabitants,  the  pyram,id  builders.  They  have  the  facial  con- 
tour of  the  Malays,  and  they  also  strongly  resemble  the  gipsies  seen 
ranging  over  England.  No  one  could  answer  questions  respecting  them, 
beyond  saying  "  they  came  in  the  boats." 

The  Turks  are  addicted  to  that  one  atrocious  vice  for  which  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  were  consumed  by  fire  from  heaven  ;  it  appertains  to 
every  great  man  in  Egypt.  It  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  annals  of 
wickedness  ;  yet  it  is  not  recognized  as  a  crime,  and  if  it  were,  those  who 
are  the  most  infamously  guilty  are  above  the  reach  of  the  law.  I  could 
relate  a  multitude  of  facts  from  the  lips  of  eminent  medical  gentlemen, 
illustrative  of  the  weight  and  depth  of  this  abomination  of  abominations  ; 
but  as  Herodotus  said,  in  speaking  of  certain  mysteries  taught  him  by 
the  priests  when  he  visited  Egypt  twenty -three  centuries  ago,  1  do  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  reveal  them.  A  harem  of  females  is  bad  enough,  but 
a  harem  of  small  boys  puts  humanity  to  shame. 

There  are  one  or  two  military  hospitals  in  the  country,  at  the  head  of 
which  is  a  foreign  physician  or  surgeon,  assisted  by  the  native  Arab  doc- 
tors, who  have  been  trained  to  the  profession  at  the  expense  of  the 
Pasha.  Dr.  Farquar  is  surgeon  of  one  of  these  institutions,  at  Alex- 
andria, at  a  salary  of  seventy-five  dollars  a  month.  The  duties  no  way 
interfere  with  his  private  practice.  But  the  surgery  is  small,  made  up 
principally  of  accidents.  Tumors  are  rarely  seen  ;  amputations  are  not 
frequent,  but  couching  is  a  common  operation.  Distorted  limbs  are 
hardly  ever  seen.  I  only  saw  two  cases  of  club-foot  in  Egypt.  One 
was  a  mendicant  in  Cairo,  who  invariably  run  after  me  on  his  hands 
and  knees  ;  and  the  other  a  little  girl,  in  the  Desert,  in  a  caravan. 

Cholera  has  been  a  desolating  scourge  here.  Coming  down  the  Nile 
I  saw  many  of  the  returning  pilgrims  from  Mecca,  who  came  in  at  Kan- 
nah,  from  the  Corsair  road,  and  took  boats.  They  gave  a  fearful  ac- 
count of  its  devastations  among  the  congregated  thousands  at  the  shrine 
of  the  prophet.  In  crossing  the  Desert  there  was  one  of  the  haji  going 
to  Constantinople,  who  informed  me  that  20,000  of  the  pilgrims  had 
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died  within  a  few  weeks  before  he  left.  When  I  first  landed  at  Alex- 
andria, the  first  day  of  November,  1850,  the  cholera  was  just  subsiding. 
The  following  statistics  of  its  fatality  were  procured  from  Dr.  Farquar, 
being  extracted  from  a  table  which  he  is  expecting  to  publish  in  Eng- 
land, in  some  of  the  periodicals.  Whole  number  of  deaths  at  Cairo, 
from  Aug.  1st  to  Sept.  14th — of  cholera,  1951  ;  of  other  diseases,  2.'310. 
Total,  4261.  Population  assumed  to  exceed  200,000.  Deaths  in 
Alexandria,  from  Aug.  3d  to  Nov.  11th,  1850 — of  cholera,  711;  all 
other  diseases,  2320.  Total,  3031.  This  falls  far  below  the  popular 
representations  in  regard  to  the  fatality  of  cholera  at  the  time  of  my 
arrival.  It  was  the  common  impression,  probably,  of  the  ignorant,  that 
all  deaths,  at  the  period  of  its  prevalence,  were  caused  by  it.  Exag- 
gerated accounts  produced  an  alarm  that  reached  London.  While  at 
Naples,  Rome,  and  finally  at  Malta,  very  frightful  accounts  were  circu- 
lated of  the  sweeping  destruction  cholera  was  making  at  Alexandria  ; 
which  has  now  dwindled  down  to  711  deaths  in  a  population  of  over 
100,000 — so  assumed  in  the  absence  of  any  census. 

On  a  former  occasion,  some  general  remarks  were  transmitted  in  re- 
gard to  the  Egyptian  school  of  medicine,  the  glory  of  which  was  exhi- 
bited during  the  influential  days  of  Clot  Bey,  the  Musselmanized  French 
surgeon,  whose  name  and  reputation  as  an  expert  operator,  and  on  ac- 
count of  his  daring  experiments  in  the  plague,  are  matters  of  professional 
history.  With  the  death  of  his  patron,  that  wise  and  shamefully  slan- 
dered old  Mahomet  Ali,  the  sun  of  his  greatness  immediately  set. 
However,  besides  a  reputation,  he  got  what  every  adventurer  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Viceroy  hopes  for,  a  splendid  fortune — and  with  it  made 
tracks  for  belle  France,  where  he  is  resting  upon  his  oars,  and  quaffing 
such  bottles  of  champaigne  as  he  never  drank  in  the  palace  of  Schon- 
bra,  although  his  master  indulged  him  with  the  possession  of  everything 
else.  He  is  accused  now  of  squandering  the  Pasha's  money,  in  unne- 
cessarily ordering  the  fabrication  of  all  sorts  of  surgical  instruments,  with- 
out reference  to  cost,  and  that  were  of  no  utility  beyond  constituting  a 
museum.  Say,  however,  what  they  may  of  him — it  being  fine  sport  to 
kick  a  dead  lion — Clot  Bey  was  a  great  man  in  his  day.  He  made  the 
medical  school  at  Cairo,  and  during  his  administration  it  had  some  cha- 
racter. Latterly  it  has  had  none.  The  French  influence  has  died  out — 
the  Italian  ought  to  be  kicked  out.  A  more  beggarly,  sycophantic  set 
of  unprincipled  toadies  never  existed.  At  El  Arish,  the  ancient  Rhi- 
nocolura — where  political  offenders,  after  having  their  noses  cut  off,  were 
sent  for  exile — the  spot,  within  the  half-mud  fortress,  still  remaining,  in 
which  King  Baldwin,  of  Crusade  memory,  died — the  last  town  of  Egypt, 
on  the  borders  of  Palestine — is  a  quarantine  station  on  the  top  of  a  sand 
swell,  which  is  confided  to  the  charge  of  one  of  these  cunning  renega- 
does.  He  honestly  confessed  to  me  that  he  was  not  a  physician,  and, 
further,  that  he  knew  nothing  about  the  practice  of  medicine.  He  fur- 
ther said  he  should  like  my  advice  in  a  difficult  case  within  the  tabooed 
enclosure  !  He  also  wished  to  know  whether  I  had  any  medicines  with 
me,  as  he  had  none.  He  was  health  officer,  and  had  the  full  control  of 
the  establishment.    Afterwards,  a  dirty,  bare-legged  fellow,  in  the  wake 
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of  a  caravan  in  which  I  was  travelling,  accidentally  finding  out  that  I 
was  a  hakeem,  asked  assistance  on  account  of  a  bronchial  inflammation. 
He  had  consulted  the  grand  hakeem  at  El  Arish,  who  furnished  a  pow- 
der that  was  to  act  like  magic,  but  instead  of  affording  relief,  augmented 
the  evil  about  the  soft  palate.  1  found  it  was  wood  ashes,  which  he 
was  directed  to  have  blown  down  the  throat,  in  large  pinches,  several 
times  a-day,  and  a  lad  was  actually  seen  blowing  it  down  with  a  hollow 
stick. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  some  German  medical  aspirants  are  apparently 
coming  into  favor,  at  Cairo,  with  the  Court.  They  have  got  possession 
of  the  medical  school,  at  all  events  ;  and  possibly  by  their  gentlemanly  ad- 
dress, their  show  of  science,  and  their  apparent  sympathy  for  the  poor,  may- 
reign  in  turn.  Dr.  Greisingen,  from  Kiel ;  Dr.  Reger,  formerly  of  Tu- 
bingen ;  and  Dr.  Lantner,  of  Vienna,  I  have  every  reason  for  Ijelieving 
are  truly  learned  men.  These  gentlemen  lecture  on  the  different  branches 
in  French,  which  is  translated,  word  by  word,  to  the  students,  in  Arabic.  ' 
These  native  incipient  doctors  are  gathered  together,  not  of  their  own 
accord,  probably  no  one  of  them  ever  voluntarily  seeking  a  professional 
education.  The  most  promising-looking  chaps  are  selected,  to  be  con- 
verted into  physicians  and  surgeons — being  taken  when  about  14  years 
of  age,  and  forthwith  put  in  the  way  of  learning  the  elements  of  anato- 
my and  operative  surgery,  besides  being  made  familiar  with  other  branches 
of  knowledge  considered  essential  to  the  position  they  are  destined  to 
hold  as  army  and  naval  medical  officers.  They  are  both  clothed  and  fed 
from  the  public  purse,  and  some  of  them,  particularly  when  Maho- 
met Ali  was  alive,  with  whom  the  institution  originated,  were  sent  to 
Paris,  Montpellier,  England,  &c.,  to  be  put  in  communication  with  a 
higher  order  of  minds  than  were  to  be  found  in  the  medical  staff  of  his 
school  of  medicine.  In  the  three  different  visits  I  made  to  Cairo,  stay- 
ing a  week  on  each  occasion,  the  lectures  were  not  going  on — conse- 
quently I  am  not  personally  familiar  with  the  daily  routine  of  instruc- 
tion. In  the  course  of  four  or  five  years,  reference  unquestionably  being 
had  to  the  age  of  the  pupil — and,  it  is  probable,  a  due  respect  being  paid 
also  to  the  public  demands  for  medical  servants — they  have  a  certificate 
of  qualification,  and  leap  at  once  into  a  commission  of  army  or  marine 
surgeons.  These  Arab  students  are  invariably  thick-skulled  fellows,  who 
never  make  any  great  progress,  and  consequently  there  is  no  hope  of 
another  Albufeda  to  write  upon  science  or  the  antiquities  of  Egypt.  A 
German  medical  gentleman  from  Berlin,  who  is  passing  the  winter  at 
Cairo,  on  account  of  impaired  health,  told  me  that  there  were  several 
of  the  government  protegees  in  Europe  now,  perfecting  themselves  for 
medical  practice  among  their  countrymen.  Thus  far,  none  of  the  Ara- 
bians have  been  put  in  places  of  high  professional  responsibility.  They 
are  the  journeymen,  under  the  guidance  of  Europeans  of  more  calibre 
than  has  yet  been  exhibited  in  the  ranks  of  the  home-made  faculty. 
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;j  I  ICommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 
RETNELL  COATES,  M.D.,  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

"  Speak,  ye,  the  pure  delight,  whose  favored  steps 
The  lamp  of  science  through  the  jealous  maze 
Of  nature  guides,  when  haply  you  reveal 
Her  secret  honors." — A/censide. 


Although  each  profession  in  itself  demands  a  peculiar  order  of  talent 
and  a  distinct  combination  of  the  mental  faculties  for  the  successful 
performance  of  its  several  duties,  yet  it  is  well  known  that  the  gown, 
the  toga  and  the  medical  mantle,  each  and  all  cover  a  great  variety  of 
the  genus  homo.  Each,  however,  performs  his  role  in  the  drama  of  his 
art  or  science,  and  fills  some  place  in  the  domain  of  "  human  action." 
It  is  very  common  for  medical  teachers  and  writers  to  insist  on  a  peculiar 
order  of  talent  and  organization  for  the  medical  man.  In  Cato's  estima- 
tion, there  is  scarcely  a  species  or  variety  of  talent  which  cannot  be  use- 
fully employed  in  our  great  art  or  science.  The  simplest  of  all  arts, 
the  art  of  observing,  the  child's  art  of  noticing  such  things  as  are  pre- 
sented to  its  senses,  is  of  the  first  importance  to  medicine.  This  art  is, 
however,  of  no  avail  unless  the  reasoning  powers  are  applied  to  sift  the 
chaff  from  the  wheat,  truth  from  error.  All  men,  indeed,  may  be  di- 
vided into  two  great  classes,  which  will  include  numerous  orders,  genera 
and  species,  viz.,  the  class  of  observers,  whose  functions,  in  Cato's  esti- 
mation, have  been  lately  entirely  overrated — for  what  are  facts  without 
principles  ?  The  rough  stones  of  the  quarry,  without  the  moulding 
hand  of  the  statuary  or  architect  !  Second,  the  reasoners — or  those 
who  seize  the  thoughts  of  other  men  and  apply  them  to  their  legitimate 
purposes.  The  majority  of  mankind  are  observers  from  their  child- 
hood up  ;  but  nature  forms  but  few  true  reasoners  and  logical  thinkers. 
These  are  the  masterpieces  of  nature  ;  the  true  prophets,  whose  deductions 
are  inspirations,  whose  conclusions  are  truth — eternal  as  God.  True, 
an  excess  of  the  reflecting  faculties  will  lead  to  wild  and  unsubstantial 
speculations — simply  because  the  premises  are  either  insufficient  or  un- 
sound ;  but  when  properly  balanced,  we  have  an  Hippocrates,  a  Galen, 
a  Sydenham  or  a  Rush. 

Reynell  Coates,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  may  with  great  propriety 
be  classed  among  the  thinkers  of  our  profession.  His  magnificent  brow 
would  inform  the  most  careless  observer  of  this  fact.  He  was  born  in 
his  father's  house  in  our  city  on  the  10th  of  December,  1802.  His 
father's  name  was  Samuel  Coates,  and  he  belonged  to  the  society  of  Qua- 
kers. He  was  a  person  of  fortune  and  considerable  social  influence  in 
his  day.  The  Quaker  discipline  not  permitting  a  collegiate  education, 
Reynell  was  sent  to  a  well-known  academy  in  Philadelphia,  and  after- 
wards to  a  popular  boarding-school  at  West  Town,  about  thirty  miles 
from  Philadelphia,  where  he  completed  his  classical  and  other  studies. 
He  was  noted  while  there,  and  has  been  ever  since,  for  his  abilities  in 
the  higher  mathematics.    He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  at  an 


136 


Sketches  of  Eminent  Living  Physicians. 


early  peiiod  of  his  life,  and  entered  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  as  resi- 
dent student,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  with  ardor  and  enthusiasm. 
He  graduated  in  the  University  in  18:23  ;  having  written  his  thesis  on 
fractures  of  the  lower  extremities.  Some  of  his  views  were  different 
from  those  of  the  professor  of  surgery,  but  have  since  been  verified  by 
experience. 

Six  months  after  this  time,  receiving  the  appointment  of  surgeon  to 
an  East  Indiaman,  he  went  to  India  and  the  Isle  of  France.  The 
Burmese  war  broke  out  during  his  five  months'  stay  in  Calcutta.  He  re- 
turned in  1824,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  in  his  native 
city. 

In  1828,  he  married  Margaretta,  daughter  of  William  Abbott,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children,  both  of  whom  died  early.  He  lost  his  wife 
in  1835,  and  his  v/ritings  since  often  give  evidence  of  his  abiding  affec- 
tion for  her. 

In  1829  he  left  the  city  to  accept  the  station  of  Professor  of  Natural 
Science  in  Alleghany  College,^ at  Meadville.  After  remaining  there 
one  year,  he  removed  to  Bristol,  in  this  State,  where  he  practised  for  two 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and  ceased  general  practice, 
resorting  to  his  pen  as  an  occupation.  Among  the  first  publications  with 
which  he  was  connected,  was  the  Encyclopoedia  of  Practical  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery,"  edited  by  Dr.  Hays.  Dr.  C.  contributed  the  arti- 
cles on  "Adhesion,"  "Anthrax"  and  "  \nkle,"  with  some  others,  en- 
tire, and  that  portion  of  the  article  "  Arm  "  which  refers  to  the  surgical 
pathology  of  the  region.  About  this  time  he  became  associated  with 
Drs.  B.  H.  Coates  (his  brother),  W.  D.  Brinkle,  H.  Bond,  F.  D.  Con- 
die,  Franklin  Bache  and  R.  M.  Huston,  in  an  institution  for  medical  in- 
struction, under  the  title  of  the  "  Philadelphia  Medical  Academy." 
The  organization  continued  fifteen  months.  The  two  last-named  gentle- 
men are  now  professors  in  Jefferson  College. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife.  Dr.  C.  took  an  active  part  in  the  South- 
Sea  Expedition,  to  which  he  was  appointed  comparative  anatomist.  This 
expedition,  it  will  be  remembered,  did  not  sail,  and  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  had  no  connection  with  the  one  which  was  afterwards  fitted  out 
and  sailed.  He  then  delivered  some  courses  (private)  of  lectures  on 
operative  surgery  ;  but  being  too  independent  to  seek  patronage  from  the 
schools,  he  found  his  classes  would  not  w^arrant  his  continuing  the  lec- 
tures. Ideas,  however,  of  Dr.  C,  which  were  promulgated  in  these 
lectures,  may  be  found  in  the  hand-books  and  other  treatises  on  surgery 
published  since  that  time.  He  commenced  and  successfully  carried  out 
several  courses  of  lectures  on  physiology,  human  and  comparative  ; 
wdiich  w^ere  delivered  in  several  of  the  principal  cities  and  towns  on  the 
Atlantic  border,  including  Boston. 

Dr.  C.  is  a  member  of  many  learned  Societies.  He  was  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  (now  dead)  IMedical  Society  of  this  city  ;  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  to  whose  journal  he  has  con- 
tributed many  valuable  papers,  principally  on  the  mollusca.  Dr.  C.  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  Philadelphia  Medical  .Journal,  formerly  called 
Chapman's  Journal,  and  afterwards  edited  by  Dr.  J.  D.  Godman.  He 
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has  long  been  a  valuable  contributor  to  several  of  our  medical  journals, 
as  well  as  one  in  India.  His  monographs,  one  of  which  on  Hereditary 
Haemorrhage,  and  iiis  reviews,  abound  in  facts,  and  are  evidently  the  re- 
sult of  much  thought.  His  mode  of  reviewing  is  like  that  of  the  later 
Edinburgh  writers  in  literature  ;  merely  using  the  work  reviewed  as  a 
text,  on  which  he  engrafts  his  own  views  and  facts. 

For  several  years  past  his  pen  has  been  chiefly  occupied  in  the  com- 
position of  matters  literary,  political,  &,c.,  for  the  general  public.  He 
is  the  editor  of  several  annuals,  one  or  two  of  which  he  edited  exclu- 
sively. We  may  mention  the  "  Leaflets  of  Memory,"  as  the  most 
popular  of  these.  He  wrote  a  series  of  capital  articles  for  the  Friend," 
called  "  Reminiscences  of  a  Voyage  to  India."  These  are  interspersed 
with  many  valuable  observations  on  natural  philosophy  and  natural 
history. 

His  school-book  on  Human  Physiology  is,  perhaps,  the  best  in  our 
language,  and  is  used  very  generally,  both  in  our  public  and  private 
seminaries. 

His  "  Domestic  Medicine  "  is  a  large  volume,  whose  first  chapters 
are  devoted  to  anatomy  and  physiology.  The  whole  work  is  one  of  great 
merit,  for  the  facility  with  which  he  has  adapted  the  matter  to  popular 
apprehension,  and  the  amount  of  instruction  put  together. 

We  cannot  well  quote  either  from  Dr.  C.'s  prose  or  poetic  composi- 
tions ;  yet  it  is  well  known  that  he  is  one  of  the  most  vigorous  and 
captivating  writers  in  our  country.  The  general  balance  of  his  mind, 
with  strong  reasoning  powers,  gives  him  great  advantages  as  a  medical 
or  polemic  writer.  His  skill  in  arraying  the  facts  in  any  doubtful  case 
is  very  great,  and  his  ingenuity  and  power  in  almost  any  general  argu- 
ment are  well  understood  in  our  city. 

Personally  Dr.  C.  is  rather  above  the  middle  height — with  broad,  Her- 
culean shoulders,  and  limbs  to  match  ;  "  A  front  like  Jove  himself;" 
and  formerly  "  Hyperion  curls,"  but  now  time  has  swept  these  ornaments 
from  his  brow.  His  voice  is  rather  rough,  from  some  slight  catarrhal 
afl^ection.    His  manner  is  quiet  and  contemplative.    It  is  said  that — 

"  Some  place  their  Miss  in  action,  some  in  ease; 
Those  call  it  pleasure,  and  contentment  these." 

Dr.  C.  is  one  of  the  latter,  and  is  perhaps  too  well  charged  with  the 
lymphatic  temperament  to  make  an  active  practitioner  of  jnedicine.  He 
loves  "  good  hving,"  is  a  most  jovial  "  good  fellow,"  and  can  recite 
poetry  from  morning  till  night.  We  remember  well  hearing  him  recite 
the  "  Chase,"  from  the  "  Lady  of  the  Lake,"  with  great  beauty  and 
effect. 

Long  life  to  him,  and  a  happy  immortality  in  that  world  about  which 
he  knows  well  how  to  speculate.  Cato. 


MATERNAL  INFLUENCE  ON  THE  FCETUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  case  occurred  recently  in  my  practice,  and  if  you 
think  it  worthy  of  publication  you  are  at  liberty  to  insert  it  in  the  Journal. 
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In  the  early  part  of  January,  1850,  Mrs.  M.  was  delivered  of  a  large, 
healthy  male  child,  but  deformed  by  a  double-cleft  hare-lip.  The  fis- 
sures extended  through  both  soft  and  hard  palates.  When  the  child  was 
seven  weeks  old,  it  was  carried  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
where  the  usual  operation  was  performed  on  one  side,  which  proved  suc- 
cessful. In  five  or  six  weeks  it  was  carried  again  to  the  Hospital,  and 
the  operation  performed  on  the  remaining  fissure  ;  but  owing  to  the 
great  tension  of  the  parts,  it  failed  to  unite,  and  in  two  days  was  torn 
open  so  that  it  hung  only  by  shreds.  At  this  time  the  family  of  Mrs.  M. 
removed  from  their  old  residence  to  one  immediately  adjoining  a  house 
occupied  by  an  Irish  family.  The  Irish  woman,  who  was  then  preg- 
nant, saw  the  child  of  Mrs.  M.  just  after  its  return  from  the  second  ope- 
ration, and  expressed  a  great  deal  of  feeling  for  its  suffering.  Some 
time  in  the  course  of  the  following  two  months,  by  request  of  Mrs.  M., 
I  operated  on  her  child  at  her  own  house,  and  during  the  operation  Mrs. 
M.  remained  at  the  house  of  her  Irish  neighbor.  She  of  course  felt  and 
expressed  considerable  anxiety  for  her  child,  as  did  also  her  Irish  friend. 
Mrs.  M.  was  not  aware,  up  to  this  time,  that  her  neighbor  was  pregnant. 

On  the  last  day  of  December,  1850,  which  was  just  nine  months 
from  the  time  of  Mrs.  M.'s  moving  into  that  neighborhood,  the  Irish  wo- 
man was,  after  a  severe  instrumental  labor,  delivered  of  an  unusually 
large  male  child,  dead ;  perfect  in  every  respect  except  the  upper  lip, 
which  presented  the  following  appearances  : — on  the  side  corresponding 
to  the  one  on  which  the  operation  was  first  performed  on  the  child  of 
Mrs.  M.,  there  was  a  perfect  cicatrix,  resembling  that  of  the  other 
child  after  the  first  operation,  except  that  it  was  continued  up  a  little 
higher  on  the  face.  On  the  other  side  was  an  ordinary  fissure  of  hare- 
lip, except  the  edges  of  the  cleft  presented  the  appearance  of  having 
been  pared  preparatory  to  the  usual  operation  for  that  deformity.  In  a 
word,  the  upper  lip  of  the  child  was  almost  an  exact  copy  of  that  of 
Mrs.  M.'s  child,  when  she  first  moved  into  the  neighborhood  of  the  Irish 
family. 

Till  this  case  came  under  my  observation,  I  had  no  faith  in  the  power 
of  the  mother  to  mark  her  offspring  in  any  manner ;  but  I  must  confess 
that,  since  then,  I  cannot  deny  its  possibility.  H.  A.  Gerry. 

Townsend,  March  11,  1 85 1 . 


EXTERNAL  APPLICATIONS  IN  DROPSY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

'  Dear  Sir, — The  article  in  your  Journal  of  December  25,  "  On  the 
Treatment  of  Ascites  by  Diuretics  applied  externally,"  reminds  me  of  a 
little  of  my  own  experience  in  the  use  of  external  remedies  in  dropsy. 

Some  six  years  since,  I  was  called  to  see  a  child,  2  years  old,  with 
general  anasarca  and  ascites.  He  had  been  under  treatment  some  three 
or  four  weeks  ;  but  was  steadily  getting  worse,  and  had  been  left  by  the 
attending  physician  as  a  hopeless  case.    His  whole  body  was  enormously 
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distended  ;  his  features  seeming  hardly  human.  Appetite  voracious  ; 
constant  thirst ;  bowels  very  loose ;  urine  scanty  ;  pulse  feeble,  quick 
and  very  frequent ;  patient  restless,  and  constantly  moaning.  The  usual 
treatment  with  diuretics  and  cathartics,  would  reduce  the  distension  a 
little  ;  but  what  was  gahied  one  day  would  be  more  than  lost  the  next ; 
for  the  patient  was  evidently  losing  strength,  while  the  disease  was 
steadily  gaining  ground.  As  a  forlorn  hope,  I  directed'the  following  lini- 
ment, to  be  applied  to  one  half  the  surface  of  the  body,  three  times  a 
day.  R.  Vol.  liniment,  2  pts.  ;  tr.  cantharides,  tr.  digitalis,  tr.  colchi- 
cum,  tr.  iodine,  aa  1  pt.  The  patient  was  well  in  a  few  days,  without 
taking  a  particle  of  medicine  internally. 

Since  then,  I  have  used  the  liniment  repeatedly  with  advantage  ;  seve- 
ral mild  cases  yielding  to  this  alone,  without  any  other  treatment.  The 
liniment  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  treatment  of  dropsy  in  old  persons, 
children,  or  delicate  females  ;  where  the  powers  of  life  are  feeble,  and 
the  stomach  and  bowels  too  irritable  to  bear  medicine  internally. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  treated  a  case  similar  to  the  first 
one  mentioned  : — the  child  having  been  more  or  less  bloated  for  several 
months  ;  legs  and  body  as  full  "  as  the  skin  could  hold."  All  appear- 
ance of  disease  was  removed  after  a  few  days'  use  of  the  liniment. 

That  there  is  any  especial  virtue  in  the  particular  form  or  combina- 
tion of  remedies  in  the  liniment,  I  do  not  believe  ;  but  that  external 
remedies  can  be  used  with  advantage  in  most  cases  of  dropsy,  I  am  sure. 

Ausable  Forks,  N,  Y.,  March,  1851.  Wm.  W.  Finch. 


SENSE  AND  GENIUS  IN  THE  STUDY  OF  MEDICINE. 

^'  Pray,  Mr.  Opie,  may  I  ask  what  you  mix  your  colors  with  ?"  said 
a  brisk  dilettante  student  to  the  great  painter.  "  With  brains,  Sir,"  was 
the  gruff  reply — and  the  right  one.  It  did  not  give  much  of  what  we 
call  information  ;  it  did  not  expound  the  principles  and  rules  of  the  art ; 
but,  if  the  inquirer  had  the  commodity  referred  to,  it  would  awaken  him 
— it  would  set  him  a-going,  a-thinking  and  a-painting  to  good  purpose. 
If  he  had  not,  as  was  likely  enough,  the  less  he  had  to  do  with  colors 
and  their  mixture  the  better.  Many  other  artists,  when  asked  such  a 
question,  would  either  have  set  about  detailing  the  mechanical  composi- 
tion of  such  and  such  colors,  in  such  and  such  proportions,  rubbed  up  so 
and  so  ;  or  perhaps  they  would  (and  so  much  the  better,  but  not  the 
best)  have  shown  him  how  they  laid  them  on  ;  but  even  this  would  leave 
him  at  the  critical  point.  Opie  preferred  going  to  the  quick  and  the 
heart  of  the  matter — "  Brains,  ^iV." 

Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  was  taken  by  a  friend  to  see  a  picture.  He  was 
anxious  to  admire  it,  and  he  looked  it  over  with  a  keen  and  careful  eye. 
^'  Capital  composition — correct  drawing — the  color,  tone,  chiaroscuro  ex- 
cellent ;  but — but — it  wants,  hang  it,  it  wants — that,"  snapping  his 
fingers — and,  wanting  that,"  though  it  had  everything  else,  it  was 
worth  nothing. 

Again,  Etty  was  appointed  teacher  of  the  students  of  the  Royal 
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Academy,  having  been  preceded  by  a  clever,  talkative,  scientific  ex- 
pounder of  aesthetics,  who  delighted  to  tell  the  young  men  how  everythii  g 
was  done,  how  to  copy  this,  and  how  to  express  that.  One  came  up  to 
the  new  master,  "  How  should  1  do  this,  Sir  ?"  "  Suppose  you  try."  An- 
other,  "  What  does  this  mean,  Mr.  Etty  ?"    "  Suppose  you  look." 

But  1  have  looked."  Suppose  you  look  again."  And  they  did  try, 
and  they  did  look  ;  and  they  saw  and  achieved  what  they  never  could 
have  done,  had  the  how  or  the  what  (supposing  this  possible,  which  is 
not  likely  in  its  full  and  highest  meaning)  been  told  them  or  done  for 
them  ;  in  the  one  case  sight  and  action  were  immediate,  exact,  intense, 
and  secure  ;  in  the  other,  mediate,  feeble,  and  lost  as  soon  as  gained. 
But  what  are  ^' brains  ^^1  what  did  Opie  mean?  and  what  is  Sir  Joshua's 

that  "  ?  What  is  included  in  it  ?  and  w  hat  is  the  use  or  the  need  of 
trying  and  trying,  of  missing  often  before  you  hit,  when  you  can  be 
told  at  once  and  be  done  with  it  ;  or  of  looking  when  you  may  be  shown  ? 
Everything  in  medicine  and  in  painting — practical  arts — as  means  to 
ends,  let  their  scientific  enlargement  be  ever  so  rapid  and  immense,  de- 
pends upon  the  right  answers  to  th^se  questions. 

First  of  all,  "  brains,"  in  the  painter,  are  not  diligence,  knowledge, 
skill,  sensibility,  a  strong  v/ill,  or  a  high  aim — he  may  have  all  these,  and 
never  paint  anything  so  truly  good  or  effective  as  the  rugged  wood-cut 
we  must  all  remember  of  ApoUyon  bestriding  the  whole  breadth  of  the 
way,  and  Christian  girding  at  him  like  a  man,  in  the  old  sixpenny  "  Pil- 
grim's Progress  "  ;  and  a  young  medical  student  may  have  zeal,  know- 
ledge, ingenuity,  attention,  a  good  eye  and  a  steady  hand — he  may  be  an 
accomplished  anatomist,  stethoscopist,  histologist  and  analyst  ;  and  yet, 
with  all  this,  and  all  the  lectures,  and  all  the  books,  and  all  the  sayings, 
and  all  the  preparations,  drawings,  tables,  and  other  helps  of  his  teachers, 
crowded  into  his  memory  or  his  note-books,  he  may  be  beaten  in  treat- 
ing a  whitlow  or  a  colic,  by  the  nurse  in  the  wards  where  he  was  clerk, 
or  by  the  old  country  doctor  who  brought  him  into  the  world,  and  who 
listens  with  such  humble  wonder  to  his  young  friend's  account,  on  his 
coming  home  after  each  session,  of  all  he  had  seen  and  done,  and  of  all 
the  last  astonishing  discoveries  and  revolutions  of  the  day.  What  the 
painter  wants,  in  addition  to,  and  as  the  complement  of,  all  the  other 
elements,  is  genius  and  sense  ;  what  the  doctor  needs  to  crown,  and  give 
worth  and  safety  to  his  accomplishtnents,  is  sense  and  genius :  in  the  first 
case,  more  of  this,  than  of  diat  ;  in  the  second,  more  of  that,  than  of 
this.  These  are  the  "  brains  "  and  the  "  that.^^ — Edinburgh  Monthly 
Journal  of  Medical  Science. 
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EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

On  the  River  Nile,  Dec.  I6tk,  1850. — At  the  average  rate  of  25  miles 
a  day,  we  are  floating  down  the  river  towards  Cairo.    Each  day  has  its 
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full  complement  of  incidents,  and  som.elhing  is  constantly  learned  in  the 
animal,  vegetable  or  mineral  kingdoms,  which  I  never  should  have  known 
without  personally  traversing  this  anomalous  country.  The  fields  are 
dressed  in  green,  and  the  sun  shines  brilliantly  through  the  day,  although 
the  nights  are  cold  whenever  the  wind  rises.  It  blows  now  South  for 
some  months — consequently,  if  our  speed  is  at  all  quickened  in  returning 
towards  the  Mediterranean,  it  must  be  accomplished  by  rowing.  In  passing 
by  Ekhmim  to-d^iy,  the  site  of  a  once  flourishing  city  of  Panopolis,  we  ex- 
amined the  remains  of  two  temples  of  renown  in  the  time  of  Herodotus. 
All  that  is  left  of  one  of  them,  bearing  a  Greek  inscription,  will  soon  be 
forever  lost,  as  the  villagers  w^ere  knocking  it  to  pieces  and  burning  the 
fragments  into  lime  while  we  were  looking  on — the  kiln  being  kept  going 
by  burning  grass. — Color  of  the  skin  is  of  no  consequence  in  Egypt,  as  3^ou 
will  not  unfrequently  see  several  brothers  of  different  shades,  from  black  to 
white.  A  gentleman  has  coal  black  Ethiopian,  and  Circassian  wives,  at  the 
same  time,  occupying  the  same  apartments.  In  the  bazars  of  Ekhmim, 
very  black  men  were  commanding  all  the  attentions  of  those  born  of  lighter 
complexions.  Some  were  playing  games  of  chance — even  a  backgammon 
board  was  there.  All  were  smoking,  and  all  were  idling  away  their  time. 
The  number  of  blind  persons,  those  who  have  lost  one  eye,  together  with 
another  class  who  were  suffering  from  acute  inflammation  of  the  organ, 
very  much  astonished  me,  but  no  one  could  explain  the  cause  of  this  amount 
of  local  disease.  Cataract,  it  was  obvious,  produced  the  cases  of  total 
blindness. 

Dec.  19th. — From  day  to  day  the  canjai  slowly  floats  towards  Cairo. 
The  broken  granite  columns  and  crushed  arches  of  a  once  beautiful  city, 
called  Artenoe,  were  seen  to-day.  We  hauled  up  for  a  stroll  over  its  pros- 
trated monuments.  Cellars  half  filled  with  broken  brick,  blocks  of  hewn 
stone,  with  here  and  there  a  red  granite  pillar,  buried  half  way  to  the  top 
in  the  plastic  filth  of  more  than  one  thousand  years,  which  each  generation 
of  residents  had  collected  on  and  about  the  prostrate  grandeur  of  temples, 
foruins,  walls,  watch  towers,  and  overturned  gates,  were  the  melancholy 
sights  on  the  line  of  the  streets.  In  a  depression,  almost  a  pit,  there  was 
the  corner  of  some  structure,  or  the  base  of  a  column,  if  not  the  pedestal  of  a 
statue,  with  a  partially  obliterated  inscription.  A  squadron  of  ragged  little 
girls  followed  in  a  cloud  of  dust,  offering  antique  coins,  and  begging  for 
backsheish  with  the  same  importunity  as  their  seniors. 

Soon  after  completing  the  survey  of  Artinoe,  the  yawl,  W'ith  four  oars, 
carried  us  a  few  miles  north,  opposite  the  celebrated  grottoes  of  Beni 
Hasen.  By  crossing  ploughed  fields,  around  tamarask  bushes,  and  grass 
hillocks,  w^e  gained  the  base  of  the  mountain — about  midway  of  which  are 
open  doors,  facing  the  west.  As  we  were  walking  from  one  to  the  other, 
the  sun  was  going  down  in  its  glory.  Perhaps  there  may  be  fifteen  of 
these  tombs — totally  utilike  any  others  I  have  visited  in  the  land  of  truth 
and  justice,  as  it  is  denominated  in  the  royal  cartouches.  Each  tomb  is  a 
square  room,  excavated  into  a  thick  stratum  of  porous  limestone,  in  which 
are  imbedded  sea-shells.  In  one  corner  of  them,  ordinarily,  is  a  square 
hole,  or  rather  a  w^ell,  sunk,  in  one,  and  doubtless  the  same  in  all  originally, 
fifty  or  sixty  feet.  They  were  once  filled  with  mummies,  but  these  were 
dragged  out  for  fuel,  for  the  linen  swathes,  and  for  the  hope  of  treasure, 
some  thousands  of  years  since.  Elegant  columns  within,  are  prominent 
objects — and  at  the  doors  of  some,  also.  One  or  two  contain  a  series  of 
historical  paintings  on  the  walls,  of  the  utmost  importance  to  chronologists, 
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as  they  are  the  very  oldest  monuments  of  the  kind  in  the  known  world. 
They  were  antiquities  even  before  the  foundations  of  Thebes  were  laid. 
Copies  of  them  abound  in  all  the  late  works  on  ancient  Egypt,  which 
precludes  the  necessity  of  a  description  here.  I  was  struck  particularly 
with  several  long  rows  of  figures  representing  gymnastic  exercises.  In  all 
the  exhibitions  I  have  witnessed  of  posture  masters — even  including  the 
India-Rubber  man — none  of  them  ever  came  up  to  the  contortions  of  the 
old  Egyptian  performers,  who  probably  sat  for  the  limner  when  these  draw- 
ings were  made.  Most  of  the  pictures,  however,  have  been  exposed  for  so 
many  ages  to  the  rude  touch  of  barbarians,  those  who  occupied  the  tombs 
for  dwellings,  and,  finally,  to  the  casts  taken  by  Europeans  by  pressing 
damp  paper  over  them,  that  it  requires  considerable  vigor  of  the  imagination 
to  trace  out  the  various  employments,  in  the  several  departments  of  domestic 
economy,  they  were  intended  to  represent,  as  practised  when  the  lordly  pro- 
prietor directed  his  last  resting-place  to  be  thus  uniquely  ornamented.  The 
Speos  Artimedos — by  some  named  the  Cave  of  Diana,  the  richest  of  the 
whole — the  ceiling  overhead  being  arched  in  three  divisions,  and  four  tall 
fluted  columns  introduced  for  support,  has  recently  been  shamefully  mu- 
tilated— our  dragoman  declared,  by  Dr.  Lepsius.  About  six  feet  of  one 
of  those  exceedingly  ancient  props — going  entirely  beyond  the  reach  of 
investigation,  according  to  the  opinions  of  some — was  said  to  be  cut  out  by 
that  learned  investigator,  and  carried  off  to  enrich  his  majesty's  museum 
in  Prussia.  Hassan  says  Dr.  Lepsius  has  ridned  Thebes — and  myself  and 
associates  can  bear  witness  to  the  fact,  that  wherever  we  have  detected 
recent  injuries,  or  something  has  been  missing,  the  guides  invariably 
charged  it  upon  Dr.  Lepsius.  He  probably  justifies  himself  in  these  spoli- 
ations by  saying  that  the  things  were  carried  oflf  to  save  them.  He  saves 
in  a  very  reprehensible  manner  for  all  succeeding  travellers.  There  can  be 
no  excuse  for  him  if  his  expected  investigations  into  the  early  history  of 
monumental  Egypt  fall  below  the  anticipations  of  scholars,  archaeologists 
and  philosophers.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  further  south,  is  the 
rubbish  of  a  forsaken  town,  which  tradition  designates  as  the  residence  of 
the  conjurors  whom  Pharaoh  sent  for  to  confront  Moses  after  he  had  per- 
formed those  miracles  recorded  of  him,  because  the  hard-hearted  monarch 
would  not  let  the  Israelites  go. 

Having  discovered  the  unfaithfulness  of  the  Reis — our  boat-captain — 
who  has  over  and  over  again  violated  the  contract,  permitting  the  crew, 
twelve  in  all,  to  do  pretty  much  as  they  chose,  he  was  threatened  with 
a  complaint  before  a  magistrate  if  there  was  not  an  immediate  amend- 
ment. One  of  the  sailors  expressed  his  contempt  for  all  tribunals.  A 
necessity  was  pressing,  therefore,  for  determining  whether  justice  could 
still  be  found  in  a  place  where  it  was  once  the  boast  that  the  rulers 
were  the  servants  of  the  gods  of  truth  and  justice.  At  Minyeh,  the  resi- 
dence of  a  governor  of  a  district  or  province,  we  called  on  His  Excellency 
Mahomed  Bey,  a  corpulent,  well-developed,  agreeable-looking  Turk,  who 
was  seated  on  a  rough  sort  of  settee,  spread  over  with  a  colored  sheep- 
skin with  the  wool  on,  under  the  shade  of  wide-spreading  acacia  trees,  in 
front  of  his  office.  Various  officers  were  in  attendance — some  with  pistols 
in  their  belts,  and  others  with  long  staves.  The  oflfender  was  sent  for — the 
case  stated — and  the  governor  said  he  should  be  flogged,  if  we  demanded 
it.  But  we  prayed  that  he  might  be  made  to  promise  amendment,  and  not 
corporeally  punished  ;  which  he  complied  v/ilh,  of  course,  and  the  scoundrel 
thus  saved  his  bacon.    A  charge  was  then  entered  against  Jaffier,  the 
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originator  and  ring-leader  of  the  increasing  spirit  of  insubordination.  Be- 
fore we  were  aware  of  the  progress  of  the  trial,  he  was  thrown  upon  his  face 
into  a  frame  that  confined  the  body,  with  the  feet  elevated,  and  was  then 
slightly  bastinadoed — a  painful  sight  to  us,  but  there  was  no  alternative. 
The  law  deals  in  blows  altogether,  and  know^s  nothing  of  pecuniary  mulcts 
or  tardy  police  inquiries  when  a  man's  life  has  been  in  jeopardy.  A 
memorable  example  of  the  power  and  activity  of  the  government,  is  found 
in  the  present  utter  desolation  of  two  large  villages,  with  empty  dwellings 
that  would  house  several  thousand  persons,  close  to  the  tombs  of  Beni 
Hasen.  It  had  become  unsafe  for  travellers  to  visit  those  extraordinary 
artificial  openings  into  the  mountains.  Word  reached  the  ears  of  Mahomet 
Ali,  of  the  outrages  committed,  which  roused  the  sleeping  lion.  Every  one 
at  all  implicated  in  the  alleged  thefts  and  robberies  was  summarily  put  to 
death,  and  every  remaining  man,  woman  and  child  forcibly  driven  off  the 
ground.    Not  a  single  human  being  resides  there  to  this  day. 


Arrow  Boot  and  its  Adulterations. — In  the  last  number  of  the  Journal, 
we  spoke  of  a  sanitary  commission  having  been  appointed  in  London,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  analyses  of  the  various  solids  and  fluids  which  are 
consumed  by  the  public.  We  also  stated  that  we  did  not  know  how  this 
commission  was  appointed,  nor  the  parties  that  composed  it.  Since  then, 
the  No.  of  the  Lancet,  which  had  been  mislaid,  containing  the  first  of  the 
series  of  these  examinations,  has  been  examined,  and  from  it  we  find  that 
the  editors  of  that  valuable  medical  journal  are  the  ones  who  have  under- 
taken the  task.  They  say,  "That  the  various  articles  of  consumption  differ 
greatly  in  quality,  and  are  subject  to  numerous  adulterations,  must  be 
evident  to  all,  from  the  slightest  consideration  and  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject;  and  if  any  general  proof  were  required  to  establish  the  truth  of  this 
position,  it  would  be  found  in  the  low  and  unremunerative  price  at  which 
very  many  commodities,  to  be  genuine,  are  now  commonly  sold.  That, 
therefore,  there  is  much  relating  to  our  food  and  drink  requiring  exposure 
and  remedy,  cannot  be  doubted."  "  The  urchin  who  filches  a  bun,  a  penny 
piece,  or  the  value  of  one,  breaks  the  law,  and  is  liable  to  punishment  and 
even  imprisonment.  Is  it  to  be  supposed,  therefore,  that  the  cunning  and 
systematic  adulterator  of  our  food  and  drink,  who  robs  us,  not  only  of 
our  money,  but  sometimes  of  our  health  and  strength,  is  less  guilty?  that 
he  is  to  be  allowed  to  violate  the  law  wath  impunity  in  his  daily  dealings, 
and  not  only  to  go  unpunished,  but  to  carry  about  with  him,  as  at  present 
he  commonly  does,  in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellows,  the  undeserved 
reputation  of  an  honest  man  ?  That  the  law,  while  it  rigorously  punishes 
the  trivial  offender,  should  allow  the  greater  criminal  to  go  at  large  un- 
scathed, is  an  insult  to  common  sense." 

With  regard  to  arrow  root,  there  are  various  tubers  which  yield  a 
fecula,  and  the  starch  from  them  is  prepared  and  sold  as  the  true  maranta 
arundinacea.  For  instance,  there  is  the  tacca,  curcuma,  potato  and  arum 
arrow  roots,  some  of  which  come  from  the  East  Indies,  the  Society  Islands, 
&c.,  and  are  of  an  inferior  quality  compared  with  the  Jamaica  or  Bermuda 
kinds.  Now  these  are  largely  mixed  with  the  Bermuda,  or  are  sold  alone 
for  it,  which  the  microscope  can  readily  detect.  Common  starch,  and 
sago  meal,  are  also  quite  often  used  for  the  purposes  of  adulterating  arrow 
root.    Out  of  fifty  samples  examined  by  the  commission,  22  were  adulter- 


144 


Medical  Intelligence. 


ated  with  the  substances  before  mentioned,  some  of  which  contained 
scarcely  a  trace  of  the  true  maranta  arrow  root. 

The  next  article  examined  is  Coffee,  which  wc  shall  allude  to  in  our 
next  number. 


Ice  in  Uterine  HcBmorrhage. — It  has,  until  within  a  few  years,  been  the 
rule  of  practice  among  obstetricians,  and  of  writers  upon  midwifery  gene- 
rally, to  use  and  recommend  the  tampon  in  severe  floodings  from  threat- 
ened miscarriages.  Experience  has  shown  that  its  use,  in  such  cases,  is 
a  very  bad  expedient,  as  the  miscarriage  which  it  is  our  desire  to  pre- 
vent is  generally  hastened  by  it.  Besides,  its  uncleanliness  is  an  objec- 
tion to  its  use,  for  the  secretion  of  the  parts,  in  tenor  twelve  hours,  impreg- 
nates it  with  a  foDtor,  that,  when  it  is  withdrawn,  is  unhealthy  and  almost  in- 
tolerable. Now  ice  will  in  most  cases  arrest  the  hcemorrhage.  If  pound- 
ed up  fine  and  laid  over  the  uterine  region,  with  large  pieces  passed  into 
the  vagina,  there  need  not,  in  most  cases,  be  any  fear  of  a  great  loss  of 
blood.  Two  cases  occurred  in  our  practice  the  past  week,  both  on  the 
same  day,  wherein  we  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  the  haemostatic  pow- 
ers of  this  cold  remedy,  and  also  the  effects  of  a  tampon,  in  threatened 
miscarriages.  On  arriving  at  the  liouse  of  our  first  patient,  we  found  the 
woman  flowing  badly.  An  examination,  per  vaginam,  did  not  reveal  the  en- 
gagement of  a  foetus  or  placenta  in  the  neck  of  the  uterus.  Not  being  able 
to  obtain  any  ice  conveniently,  use  was  made  of  a  soft  sponge  as  a  tampon, 
and  an  opiate  being  given  the  patient,  we  left  her  to  repair  to  the  second  one. 
This  lady  we  also  found  flowing  quite  freely — and  ice  being  at  hand,  it  was 
made  use  of  extensively,  externally  as  well  as  internally.  The  hcemorrhage 
soon  ceased  and  the  patient  has  got  along  comfortably,  and  up  to  the  present 
time  has  had  no  symptoms  that  threaten  a  miscarriage.  Such  was  not  the 
case,  however,  with  the  first  patient ;  for  at  the  end  of  three  days  she  miscar- 
ried, in  spite  of  all  that  could  be  done  to  prevent  it.  It  is  possible  that  this 
result  would  have  followed  had  ice  been  used  ;  but  from  the  experience  we 
have  had  in  other  cases,  we  decidedly  give  our  preference  to  it.  Men- 
tion is  made  of  these  cases,  from  the  fact  of  their  occurring  together,  and 
showing  the  difference  of  treatment  and  of  results,  and  not  from  the 
novelty  of  the  remedy  used  in  the  second  case,  as  we  are  well  aware  ice  is 
in  general  use  among  our  best  practitioners.  There  are  some,  however,  who 
still  prefer  the  tampon,  and  to  such  these  remarks  are  particularly  addressed. 


Professors  Jackson  and  Bigeloiv,  of  Boston. — Dr.  H.  J.  Bigelow,  Pro- 
fessor of  Surgery  in  Harvard  University,  left  Boston  in  the  steamer  for 
Liverpool  on  Wednesday  last.  It  is  his  intention  to  be  absent  seven  or 
eight  months,  during  which  time  the  principal  cities  of  Europe  will  be 
visited  by  him.  The  object  of  his  tour  is  to  note  every  improvement  in 
the  line  of  his  profession,  and  gather  such  information  from  the  great  mas- 
ters of  his  art,  as  may  be  of  value  in  the  department  over  which  he  pre- 
sides. We  wish  our  friend  a  prosperous  and  happy  voyage,  and  hope  he 
may  return  in  good  health,  with  such  stores  of  useful  information  as  it  is 
his  desire  to  obtain,  and  which  he  so  well  knows  how  to  use.  Our  read- 
ers may  expect  occasionally  to  hear  from  him,  in  his  absence. 

Dr.  J.  B.  S.  Jackson  leaves  Boston,  to-day,  for  Havre,  and,  as  we  un- 
derstand, is  to  spend  the  principal  part  of  his  time  abroad  in  France.  Dr. 
Jackson  is  considered  one  of  the  best  pathological  anatomists  in  this  coun- 
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try.  The  enthusiasm  which  he  manifests  for  his  favorite  science,  is  rarely 
equalled,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  avail  himself,  while  absent, 
of  the  opportunity  to  investigate  many  subjects  which  he  could  not  so  well 
do  at  home.   Our  best  wishes  for  his  health  and  prosperity  accompany  him. 


History  of  Medical  Education. — "  History  of  Medical  Education  and 
Institutions  in  the  United  Stales,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  British 
colonies  to  the  year  1850 ;  with  a  chapter  on  the  present  condition  and 
wants  of  the  profession,  and  the  means  necessary  for  supplying  those  wants, 
and  elevating  the  character  and  extending  the  usefulness  of  the  whole  pro- 
fession. By  N.  S.  Davis,  M.D.,  Professor  in  Kush  Medical  College, 
Chicago,  Illinois."  Dr.  Davis,  in  this  little  volume,  has  given  us  a  history 
of  the  rise  and  progress  of  medicine,  medical  institutions,  &;c.,in  this  coun- 
try, from  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth,  in  1620.  Such  reviews 
of  the  past,  as  Dr.  Davis  justly  remarks,  are  not  only  peculiarly  appropriate, 
but  in  the  highest  degree  profitable  to  the  members  of  our  profession.  It 
is  also  pleasant  to  compare  the  dogmas  of  the  profession  in  past  times,  with 
the  present  advanced  state  of  medical  science.  Yet  there  were  many 
master  spirits  then  in  the  medical  ranks,  who  labored  with  a  zeal  worthy 
the  imitation  of  their  successors.  Dr.  Davis,  in  mentioning  the  wants  of 
the  profession  of  the  present  day,  assumes  the  proper  position  ;  and  if  his 
suggestions  should  be  adopted,  the  greatest  practical  good  would  follow, 
both  as  regards  the  interests  of  the  profession  and  the  welfare  of  individuals 
generally. 


Western  Reserve  College. — From  the  catalogue  of  this  institution,  which 
has  been  received,  it  appears  that  there  were  202  students  attending  the 
medical  lectures  the  past  session.  This  College  is  located  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  the  faculty  of  which  is  composed  of  gentlemen  of  wide 
reputation,  and  it  is  highly  gratifying  to  know  that  their  school  is  in  so 
flourishing  a  condition. 


Starling  Medical  College. — The  annual  catalogue  of  the  officers  and 
students  of  Starling  Medical  College,  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  for  the  session  of 
1850-51,  has  been  received.  Quite  a  large  class,  numbering  125,  were  in 
attendance.  The  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine  was  conferred  on  59  gradu- 
ates. The  new  college  building  has  been  completed  ;  and  from  the  draw- 
ing of  it,  on  the  cover  of  the  catalogue,  we  should  think  it  quite  classic  and 
imposing,  proving  an  ornament  to  the  city  in  which  it  is  located. 


Palmer's  Artificial  Legs. — Many  contrivances  have  been  invented  to 
supply  the  loss  occasioned  by  the  amputation  of  a  leg.  Until  recently  the 
apparatus  made  for  such  purposes,  was  rude  enought  consisting  of  a  round 
billet  of  wood,  having  on  one  end  a  conical-shaped  cup  to  receive  the 
stump;  and  being  confined  by  straps  above,  constituted  the  new  limb.  For 
all  practical  purposes,  this  answered  tolerably  well,  provided  amputation 
had  occurred  below  the  knee-joint ;  but  when  it  had  taken  place  above,  it 
was  not  only  inconvenient  to  use  such  a  leg,  but  it  presented,  also,  a  very 
awkward  appearance  when  in  use.  To  remedy  these  evils,  has  taxed  the 
ingenuity  of  many  an  artisan.  Artificial  limbs  have  been  made  with 
articulations ;  having  cords  to  act  on  the  various  parts,  so  that  their  move- 
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merits  would  imitate  the  natural  leg.  In  some  instances  they  have  answer- 
ed the  purposes  intended,  but,  as  a  general  thing,  from  their  complicated 
structure,  some  parts  of  the  delicate  machinery  would  give  way,  making 
it  not  only  a  source  of  great  annoyance,  but  a  matter  of  considerable  ex- 
pense to  the  wearer.  Another  objection  might  be  raised  against  many  of 
these  artificial  limbs,  particularly  when  they  are  covered  with  leather  or 
any  other  porous  substance,  on  account  of  the  perspiration  of  the  body,  or 
moisture  from  any  other  source,  being  retained,  and  giving  out  an  unpleas- 
ant odor.  Within  the  past  week  we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
a  leg  made  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Palmer,  of  Springfield,  in  this  State,  which  seems 
to  us  to  be  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  mechanism  in  this  line.  It  is  made  o  fa 
light  wood,  covered  with  an  enamel  that  is  impervious  to  liquids,  has 
flexible  joints,  and  is  as  complete  a  substitute  for  the  natural  limb  as  we 
can  conceive  of.  The  leg  that  we  saw  was  worn  by  Mr.  Charles  West,  of 
this  city,  and  so  well  did  it  correspond  in  movements  with  the  natural  one, 
that  it  was  difficult  to  say  which  was  the  artificial  leg.  We  take  much 
pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  Mr.  Palmer's  improve- 
ment in  the  manufacture  of  these  artificial  limbs. 


Dentifrice  and  Wash  for  the  Teeth  and  Gums. — It  is  often  the  case,  that 
individuals  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  dentifrices  and  tooth  washes, 
are  destitute  of  any  pathological  knowledge  concerning  the  teeth  and  gums. 
We  have  known  substances  used  for  these  organs  which  are  decidedly  in- 
jurious to  them ;  such,  for  instance,  as  powdered  pumice  stone,  peroxide 
of  Jron,  &c.  ;  yet  they  have  had  an  extensive  sale.  It  is  true,  such  arti- 
cles will  whiten  and  make  the  teeth  look  beautiful  for  a  while,  but,  it  mus 
be  apparent  to  any  one,  they  will  prove  injurious  to  them.  Dr.  J.  A.  Cum- 
mings,  practical  dentist,  of  this  city,  has  laid  before  us  the  formula  by 
which  he  prepares  a  very  nice  wash  and  dentifrice.  We  cannot  see  any- 
thing that  is  objectionable  in  the  articles  used  in  his  preparation,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  know  that  they  have  always  been  considered  of  the  greatest 
benefit  for  spongy  gums  and  corroded  teeth.  Dr.  Cummings  has,  for  the 
convenience  of  his  patients  and  others,  put  up  these  preparations,  with  a 
brush,  &c.,  in  a  neat  case,  so  as  to  constitute  a  complete  set  of  dental 
toilet  articles,  which  we  take  pleasure  in  recommending  to  general  notice. 


Mortality  of  Boston  iii  1850. — The  following  extract  from  the  City  Re- 
gistrar's Report,  in  addition  to  the  quotations  from  the  same  last  week, 
gives  important  information  respecting  the  vital  statistics  of  Boston  : — 

"  By  an  analysis  of  the  ages  of  more  than  2000  who  died  in  1850,  ta- 
ken from  all  the  seasons  of  the  year,  it  is  found  that  the  average  period  of 
human  life  in  Boston,  is  less  than  21  years;  that  those  of  American  ori- 
gin, average  over  25  years,  while  those  of  foreign  origin  average  scarcely 
17  years.  The  great  proportion  of  infants  of  foreign  parentage,  that  live 
only  a  few  days  or  weeks,  is  the  principal  explanation  of  the  difference. 

"In  relation  to  the  greater  mortality,  and  the  shortness  of  life  in  this  city, 
as  compared  with  the  country,  there  are  several  important  circumstances 
that  should  be  borne  in  mind.  Most  of  the  business  of  the  city,  commer- 
cial and  industrial,  is  performed  by  men  in  the  prime  of  life,  very  many  of 
whom  in  middle  or  advanced  age  retire  to  the  suburban  cities  and  villages, 
and  more  remote  rural  retreats,  giving  place  to  younger  recruits  from  abroad. 
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The  fame  of  Boston,  for  its  hospitals,  its  curative  means  and  its  philan- 
thropy, attracts  numbers  affected  by  chronic  and  incurable  maladies  to  our 
city,  and  their  names  soon  find  a  place  in  our  mortality  list,  instead  of  be- 
ing registered  at  their  proper  homes.  Of  the  525  that  died  last  year  in 
the  city  institutions,  and  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  by  far  the 
greater  part  belonged  abroad,  or  had  resided  here  only  a  short  time.  And 
as  before  remarked,  it  is  by  including  in  our  tables  the  foreign  population, 
that  an  unfavorable  aspect  is  given  to  the  vital  statistics  of  Boston  " 


Assistant  Surgeons  United  States  Navy. — Of  the  candidates  lately  exa- 
mined for  admission  into  the  service  as  Assistant  Surgeons,  the  following 
have  been  found  qualified,  viz.  : — Samuel  F.  Coues,  Portsmouth  N.  H. ; 
Jacob  S.  Dungan,  Philadelphia;  George  Peck,  N.  Y.  ;  Charles  F.  Fahs, 
York,  Penn. ;  Jenks  H.  Otis,  Boston  ;  Frederick  Horner,  Jr.,  Warrenton, 
Va.  ;  James  B.  Whiting,  Norfolk,  Va. ;  Randolph  Hnrrison,  Cartersville, 
Va. ;  W.  E.  Wysham,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Albert  Schriver, Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
Thomas  Le  Page  Cronmiller,  Savage  Factory,  Md.  ;  E.  Drayton,  Phila- 
delphia.  Pa.;  Wm.  L.  Nichol,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  John  C.  Coleman,  Hali- 
fax Courthouse,  Va.  ;  J.  Page  Hopkins,  Winchester,  Va.  ;  Richard  H. 
Cowman,  Annapolis,  Md. 

Robert  T.  Macoun,  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon,  to  rank  next  after  Passed 
Assistant  Surgeon  Richard  McSherry.  William  A.  Harris,  Passed  As- 
sistant Surgeon,  to  rank  next  after  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  Robert  E. 
Wall.  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  Henry  O.  Mayo,  to  rank  next  after 
Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  Wm.  A.  Harris. — Philad.  Medical  Examiner. 


Insanity  caused  by  Tape-worm,  and  cured  by  Kousso. — Dr.  Wm.  Wood 
gives  an  interesting  case,  in  the  London  Lancet,  of  a  man,  confined  in  the 
Bethlem  Hospital  on  account  of  insanity,  who  became  completely  restored 
to  his  health  and  reason,  after  a  tape-worm  had  been  discharged  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  that  celebrated  anthelmintic  kousso. 


Medical  Miscellany. — There  are  fifteen  physicians  among  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  of  this  State. — Dr.  Hare  lately  exhibited  before  the  Patho- 
logical Society  of  London  a  human  kidney  iceighing  sixteen  pouyids.  It 
consisted  of  a  congeries  of  cysts,  and  w^as  taken  from  a  man  aged  46  years. 
We  believe  this  is  the  largest  kidney  that  has  ever  been  recorded. — By 
an  abstract  return  to  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  year 
1850,  we  learn  that  there  are  25,931  paupers  in  the  State. — Dr.  R.  L. 
Howard,  editor  of  the  Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  has  just  sailed 
for  Europe. 


Died, — In  Worcester,  Dr.  Henry  Edes,  aged  72  years,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  University,  in 
the  class  of  1799. — In  Billerica,  of  disease  of  tiie  heart,  Zadoc  Howe,  M.D.,  one  of  the  past  presi- 
dents of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. — At  Oxford,  Conn.,  Dr.  Noah  Stone,  aged  68  years 


Deaths  in  Boston-— for  the  week  ending  Saturday  noon,  March  15,  70.— Males,  34— females,  36 
Accidental,  2 — asthma,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  2 — disease  of  the  brain,  3 — consumption, 
7 — convulsions,  3 — croup,  3 — dysentery,  3 — dropsy,  2 — dropsy  of  the  brain,  4 — erysipelas,  1 — 
exhaustion,  1 — scarlet  fever,  3— lung  fever,  3 — hooping  cough,  2 — disease  of  the  heart,  4— infantile, 
3 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  4 — congestion  of  the  lungs,  3 — marasmus,  3 — measles,  5 — old  age, 
2 — puerperal,  1 — smallpox,  2 — teething,  3. 

Under  5  years,  35 — between  5  and  20  years,  11 — between  20  and  40  years,  15— between  40  and 
60  years,  6— over  60  years,  3.    Americans,  31 ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  39. 
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Maternal  Impressions  and  the  Fcetus. — Many  cases  of  an  unhappy  in- 
fluence exerted  through  the  imagination  of  the  mother  upon  the  fmtus  in 
utero  having-  heen  Intely  puhlished — one  of  which  may  be  found  in  an- 
other part  of  to-dny's  Journal — the  following,  by  a  correspondent  of  the 
London  Lancet,  i?  important,  as  showing  that  the  imagination,  though  ac- 
tive, and  fixed  morbidly  upon  one  definite  object,  is  not  always  capable  of 
producing  the  effect  in  question  : — 

"  About  two  years  ago  I  attended  a  patient  in  labor  with  her  first  child. 
She  is  a  very  nervous,  hysterical  woman,  and  easily  alarmed,  consequently 
precisely  the  subject  for  extraordinary  influence  and  impressions.  During 
her  pregnancy,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  her  health  was  good  ;  at  least  so  far 
so,  that  I  was  not  once  called  upon  for  professional  assistance.  Her  labor 
was  tolerably  speedy,  and  the  presentation  natural.  On  the  birth  of  the 
child  taking  place,  she  anxiously  inquired  of  me  if  there  was  any  mark  of 
deformity.  A  careful  examination  enabled  me  to  assure  her  that  nothing  of 
the  kind  existed,  at  which  she  expressed  herself  as  greatly  relieved  and 
highly  gratified.  With  considerable  difficulty  I  managed  to  get  from  her, 
that  she  had  been  much  alarmed  one  day  when  she  went  to  the  water-closet 
by  finding  a  large  rat  in  the  basin  ;  ^he  had  ever  since  brooded  over  this, 
and  her  mind  was  constantly  occupied  with  the  dread  that  her  child  would 
be  deformed  in  consequence.  The  special  malformation  she  anticipated  was, 
that  it  would  have  a  rat^shtad.  I  remonstrated  with  her  for  having  con- 
cealed her  fear  from  me,  as  1  should  have  endeavored  to  calm  her  n)ind  by 
assurances  and  reasonings  to  the  contrary  ;  but  her  husband  said  that 
he  was  convinced  that  nothing  but  the  birth  of  a  well-formed,  normally- 
made  child,  would  have  any  influence  in  changing  her  opinion. 

"  So  far,  then,  as  one  case  may  be  taken  as  an  example  for  a  rule,  we  have 
hero  a  nervous,  hysterical  female,  with  a  very  impressible  mirid,  fully  un- 
der the  influence  of  alarming  causes  at  all  times,  dwelling  for  months  on 
a  cause  of  dread  and  disgust — one  at  all  times  most  likely  to  alarm  a  timid 
woman — her  thoughts  constantly  occupied  by  one  besetting  idea,  that  her 
child  would  and  must  have  a  peculiar  deformity,  connected  with  the  cause 
of  the  fright  she  had  sustained,  and  yet  not  the  slightest  mark  or  abnormality 
existed  when  the  child  was  born.  I  may  add  that  the  mother  was  threat- 
ened with  puerperal  mania  soon  after  her  confinement." 


Pension  to  the  Widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Lisfon. — The  Government,  as  no 
doubt  most  of  our  readers  have  observed,  has  granted  to  the  widow  of  the 
late  Robert  Liston  a  pension  of  £100  per  annum.  While  it  is  a  subject 
of  regret  that  Mrs.  Lision  should  require  such  an  addition  to  her  income, 
it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  just  claims  to  such  aid  by  the  widow  of 
one  of  the  greatest  of  modern  surgeons  have  been  thus  acknowledged  by 
the  Government. 

Thou'jh  almost  a  solitary  instance  of  the  kind,  it  must  be  satisfactory  to 
the  great  body  of  the  surgeons  of  this  kingdom  to  find,  even  in  a  single 
instance,  that  the  labors  of  one  of  their  brethren  have  been,  even  to  the 
extent  mentioned,  recognized  as  a  national  benefit. — London  Lancet. 


^  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia. — At  the  late  commencement  of 
this  institution,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  on  227 
graduates.    An  address  to  them  w\is  delivered  by  Prof.  Mutter. 
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PARTIAL  DILATATION  AND  RUPTURE  OF  LEF  1'  VENTRICLE  OF  THE 
HEART,  WITH  EFFUSION  OF   BLOOD  INTO  THE  PERICARDlUxM. 
POS  r-x\l  O  RT  E  M  EX  A  M I  NATION . 

BY  M.   M.   WHITE,   M.D.,   OF  SYRACUSE.  N.  Y. 
[Coinmuuicated  for  tlui  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

On  the  0th  of  October,  1850,  I  was  called  to  see  Mr.   ,  aet.  70 

years.  The  history  of  his  case,  as  obtained  from  himself  and  wife,  was, 
that  he  was  taken  ill  on  the  ni^ht  of  the  25ih  of  September,  eleven 
days  previous  to  my  visit,  with  chilly  sensations,  severe  pain  in  the  region 
of  the  heart,  extending  through  the  back  and  shoulders  and  left  arm, 
down  to  the  insertion  of  the  deltoid  muscle,  and  into  the  elbow-joint  ; 
laborious  respiration,  with  an  anxious  desire  for  fresh  air.  In  short,  his 
symptoms  indicated  a  genuine  attack  of  angina  pectoris,  which  did  not, 
however,  occur  again  during  his  illness.  The  urgent  symptoms  were  of 
short  duration,  not  exceeding  an  hour.  But  considerable  tenderness, 
fulness  and  uneasiness  remained  about  the  region  of  the  heart,  with  an  ina- 
bility to  lie  on  the  left  side.  A  slight  pain  was  occasionally  felt,  and 
continued  to  recur  until  my  first  visit.  At  this  time  1  found  he  had  par- 
tially fainted,  and  was  slightly  convulsed,  with  momentary  loss  of  con- 
sciousness. The  impulse  of  the  heart  at  this  time  was  very  feeble  ;  the 
pulse  slow,  small  and  intennittent  ;  great  prostration  of  the  vital  powders  ; 
countenance  pale  and  sunken  ;  cold  extremities  ;  profuse  perspiration, 
with  difficult  and  laborious  respiration.  The  violence  and  urgency  of 
these  symptoms  subsided  in  the  course  of  an  hour  or  two  ;  pulse  be- 
came regular,  yet  rose  to  130  beats  per  minute  in  the  course  of  the  day. 

When  I  visited  him  on  the  ensuing  day,  Oct.  6th,  I  found  he  had 
passed  a  very  comfortable  night  ;  his  appetite  was  good,  bowels  regu- 
lar, urinary  secretion  normal  ;  pulse  125,  small  and  feeble  ;  a  slight 
sense  of  pain,  fulness  and  tenderness  about  the  region  of  the  heart, 
though  not  to  the  same  extent  as  the  day  previous. 

I  continued  to  visit  him  daily  until  the  14th,  during  which  time  the 
pain  and  uneasiness  about  the  heart  had  almost  entirely  subsided,  but  the 
frequency  of  the  pulse  continued,  varying  from  120  to  125  per  minute. 
His  general  health  had  so  much  improved  at  this  tim.e,  that  he  resumed 
his  business  at  his  office  as  usual.  I  discontinued  my  attendance,  and 
did  not  see  him  again  until  Thursday  morning,  Oct.  24th,  when  1  was 
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called  in  great  haste.  I  found  him  laboring  under  a  severe  paroxysm  of 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  with  a  frequent,  small,  feeble  pulse,  nearly  im- 
perceptible at  the  wrist  ;  countenance  pale  and  sunken  ;  respiration  la- 
borious ;  dry  hacking  cough  ;  hoarseness  of  voice,  profuse  sweating,  and 
cold  extremities,  with  rapid  sinking  of  the  powers  of  life,  threatening 
immediate  dissolution.  These  symptoms  continued  most  of  the  day, 
taxing  all  our  efforts  to  keep  the  vital  spark  from  ebbing  away.  His 
ap()etite  now  for  the  first  time  failed,  and  there  was  nausea,  with  occa- 
sional vomiting  ;  flatulence  and  constipation  of  the  bowels  were  also 
present. 

Paroxysms  of  palpitation  of  the  heart,  with  sinking  of  the  vital  powers, 
continued  to  recur  at  irregular  intervals  for  seven  to  eight  days,  though  with 
less  and  less  severity,  until  they  nearly  ceased,  three  or  four  days  pre- 
vious to  tlie  fatal  termination  of  the  case.  As  the  paroxysms  of  palpita- 
tion and  sinking  gradually  declined,  the  action  of  the  heart  became  more 
regular.  The  pulse  also  became  slower,  fuller,  and  more  regular.  The 
muscular  power  gradually  improved,  so  that  he  was  able  to  raise  himself 
up  in  bed  with  comparative  ease.  The  functions  of  the  brain  were 
most  perfect  through  the  whole  course  of  his  illness.  The  mind  was  clear 
and  tranquil,  and  his  spirits  buoyant  and  happy.  A  peculiarity  worthy  of 
remark  in  this  case,  was  the  alternate  violent  and  tranquil  respiration, 
lie  would  doze  a  few  minutes  calmly,  then  start  up  with  a  convulsive 
spring,  with  hurried  and  laborious  respiration,  and  then  sink  down  into 
the  same  quiet  state  as  before.  These  alternations  continued  to  recur  for 
the  last  week  or  ten  days  of  his  life.  Ordinarily  the  heart's  action  was 
weak  and  feeble  ;  and  during  a  paroxysm  of  palpitation  its  beats  were 
quite  distinct.  There  was  dulness  on  percussion  over  the  chest,  corres- 
[londing  to  the  apex  of  the  heart,  of  two  inches  and  a  half  in  diameter. 
Valvular  diagnosis  clear  and  distinct.  External  jugulars  turgid  and 
swollen.  The  tongue  was  slightly  coated  at  first,  but  towards  the  close 
became  covered  with  viscid,  tenacious  mucus  and  sordes.  A  strong 
desire  for  acid  fiuit  and  drinks  was  present,  and  continued  until  near  the 
fatal  termination.  This  occurred  suddenly  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  of 
November. 

Post-mortem  Appearances. — An  examination  of  the  body  was  made 
thirty -six  hours  alter  death,  in  which  I  was  assisted  by  Drs.  A.  B.  Ship- 
man  and  Win.  M.  Smith. 

Thorax. — On  raising  the  sternum,  the  pericardium  was  observed  to 
be  very  greatly  distended  and  firmly  adherent  to  the  diaphragm.  On 
opening  the  pericardium,  it  was  found  filled  with  bloody  serum  and  co- 
agula.  At  the  apex  of  the  left  ventricle  was  a  dark  livid  mass,  two 
inches  in  diameter,  and  an  inch  or  more  in  thickness,  beneath  the  peri- 
cardium, composed  of  layers  of  coagula  and  organized  lymph,  arranged 
in  alternate  patches,  and  having  strength  sufficient  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  blood  for  months  and  perhaps  years.  An  opening  was  traced  about 
the  size  of  a  crow  quill,  beneath  the  external  layer,  from  which  the  fa- 
tal extravasation  had  taken  place.  Beneath  this  tumor  the  muscular 
fibres  of  the  heart  were  very  thin,  and  in  the  centie  entirely  wanting. 
The  layers  of  coagula  and  lymph,  together  with  the  firmly  adherent 
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pericardium,  gave  such  support  to  the  weakened  portion  of  the  heart  as 
to  preserve  its  functions  for  a  long  time.  It  was  a  beautiful  illustration 
of  the  conservative  powers  of  the  system  in  patching  up  (for  a  time  at 
least)  one  of  the  most  important  vital  organs  of  the  body.  It  is  highly 
probable  that  a  sligbt  effusion  of  blood  took  place  from  time  to  time, 
while  by  quickly  forming  coagula  and  subsequently  lymph,  the  mischief 
was  repaired,  and  this  was  again  and  again  repeated  until  the  last  'atal 
effusion.  The  lungs  were  perfectly  sound,  but  there  were  two  or  three 
quarts  of  serum  in  the  cavity  of  the  chest.  The  stomach,  liver,  spleen 
and  pancreas,  as  well  as  the  other  organs  in  the  abdomen,  were  in  a  nor- 
mal condition. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  EDITOR  ON  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY  IN  EGYPT. 

[Concluded  from  page  134.] 

As  mentioned  in  some  preceding  letters,  a  variety  of  medical  adventurers 
hover  in  and  about  Cairo  and  Alexandria,  because,  in  some  cases,  there 
seems  to  be  not  another  place  to  rest  the  soles  of  their  feet.  Like  Noah's 
dove,  they  go  abroad  from  their  homes  in  Europe,  in  the  strength  of  hope, 
the  profession  being  multiplied  there  beyond  the  demands  of  the  people. 
They  thus  sometimes  fly  almost  to  the  ends  of  the  earth — and  it  will  be 
admitted  Egypt  is  about  the  terminus  ;  but,  unlike  Noah's  dove,  if  they 
fail  of  success,  they  cannot  conveniently  return  to  the  ark  from  whence 
they  went  out.  Some  of  them  succeed  admirably,  provided  they  obtain 
the  patronage  of  the  merchants  among  their  own  countrymen  here,  for 
they  have  the  wherewithal  to  increase  the  store  of  a  physician.  The 
security  which  Mahomet  Ali  gave  to  the  lives  and  property  of  foreign 
merchants,  induced  multitudes  of  them  to  settle  in  this  granary  of  the 
old  world.  English  physicians  are  the  best  paid  ;  and  the  Italians, 
worthless  as  some  of  them  are,  the  next.  Arabs,  even  sheiks,  the  heads 
of  villages  ;  mechanics,  shop-keepers,  and  others,  possessing  means,  are 
miserable  paymasters  to  the  physicians ;  still  they  are  always  wanting 
advice  and  surgical  assistance.  "  Only  cure,"  is  a  common  remark, 
"  and  the  best  cow  in  the  herd,  my  courser,  &ic.,"  are  promised  to  be 
forthcoming  ;  but  they  never  come.  Those  who  have  most  reputation 
in  their  view — those  who  make  the  blind  see,  by  pricking  their  eyes, 
and  stop  the  growth  of  scrotal  enlargements — a  complaint  that  is  quite 
prevalent — have  no  security  of  payment  for  their  services  till  a  certain 
sum  in  current  piastres  is  laid  upon  the  table.  What  is  thus  obtained  is 
all  that  ever  will  be  paid  them,  and  consequently  the  course  is  quite  jus- 
tifiable. It  strikes  me  that  an  accomplished  dental  surgeon  would  find 
his  account  in  settling  at  Alexandria.  Jf  any  dentists  are  there  now, 
they  can  have  no  extended  reputation,  or  I  should  have  heard  of  them. 
It  would  be  quite  impossible  to  realize  such  prices,  however,  as  they  ob- 
tain in  the  United  States. 

Apothecaries  seem  to  have  good  picking,  particularly  in  Alexandria, 
where  they  have  possession  of  one  side  of  a  street.  Perhaps,  like  spi- 
ders in  a  bottle,  they  live  on  each  other — for  it  is  not  by  putting  up  pre- 
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scriptions  for  Arab  customers,  that  they  thrive.  By  combining  sugar 
plums,  tooth-washes,  fancy  soaps,  and  such  kinds  of  showy  nick-nacks 
as  have  gradually  crept  into  drug-shops  all  over  Christendom  as  well  as 
here,  the  paras  are  probably  gathered  quite  rapidly. 

French  medical  works  are  most  in  vogue  :  how  much  they  are  studied, 
is  another  matter.  As  for  keeping  up  with  the  improvements  and  dis- 
coveries of  the  day,  no  one  appears  to  think  of  it.  Consequently  a  copy 
of  any  medical  journal  is  a  rarity.  Possibly  one  may  be  taken  by  some 
of  the  English  physicians  ;  yet  I  have  not  seen  one  in  any  office  in 
Egypt,  to  my  recollection.  Nor  does  any  one  appear  ambitious  to  re- 
cord or  publish  the  results  of  his  observations  on  the  diseases  of  the 
country. 

A  few  days  before  sailing  from  Boston,  in  April,  1850,  a  letter  was 
received  from  my  much-esteemed  friend.  Dr.  Mussey,  of  Cincinnati, 
urging  me  to  investigate  that  horrible  disease,  leprosy  ;  and  while  at 
Athens  ascertain  respecting  the  prevalence  of  acute  rheumatism  there 
during  the  last  2500  years — apd  lastly,  to  inquire  concerning  the  ex- 
istence of  intermittent  fever,  of  five  days'  interval  between  the  parox- 
ysms, for  the  same  long  period.  I  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  re- 
quest. When  I  reach  Daniascus,  the  first  will  be  looked  after ;  and  in 
Greece,  whoever  has  a  twinge  must  expect  to  be  mulled  over  pretty 
thoroughly,  on  the  doctor's  account.  Some  of  the  old  aches  that  were 
engendered  in  myself  by  years  of  exposure  in  an  open  boat  during  my 
connection  with  the  external  health  department  of  Boston,  give  occa- 
sional hitimation  of  their  whereabouts  between  the  shoulder  and  the 
elbow  of  the  left  arm,  even  in  the  bland  climate  of  Egypt.  This  is 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  during  the  warm  weather  in  New  England 
there  was  a  complete  exemption  from  rheumatic  troubles.  As  an  indica- 
tion of  the  temperature  here  during  the  whole  of  January,  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  the  musquitoes  are  so  pestiferously  annoying,  that  the  bed 
must  be  secured  by  a  muslin  net,  or  the  sleeper  would  find  himself  suck- 
ed as  dry  in  the  morning  as  one  of  the  baked  monks  of  St.  Bernard. 

I  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  adverting  to  Dr.  Mussey's 
widely-promulgated  anathemas  against  the  use  of  tobacco — the  habitual 
use  of  which  is  as  much  objected  to  by  myself  as  by  that  staunch  apos- 
tle of  temperance  in  eating,  drinking  and  smoking.  But  with  all  his 
zeal,  his  philanthropy,  his  bold  arguments  and  cogent  reasoning  on  this 
subject,  in  Egypt  he  would  find  stumbling-blocks  in  the  way  of  his  con- 
clusions, that  would  be  worse  to  manage  than  a  hogshead  of  the  best 
Kentucky  in  the  market.  Men,  from  childhood,  smoke  incessantly  in 
Egypt.  They  smoke  everywhere  and  under  all  circumstances.  There 
fs  no  cessation — not  an  hour  when  a  cloud  of  curling  smoke  is  not  as- 
cending. It  is  the  first  and  prominent  civility  to  hand  a  pipe — and 
smoke  you  must,  or  snfi:er  under  the  imputation  of  being  no  gentleman  ; 
and  were  that  good  man  of  Cincinnati  sitting  where  this  sentence  is 
written,  he  would  himself  smoke,  like  every  one  else  here.  People  live 
long  enough,  in  all  conscience,  notwithstanding  this  everlasting  smoking  ;  for 
they  outlive  their  usefulness — outlive  everything  but  animal  wants — live, 
some  of  them,  till  everybody  wishes  they  were  dead  !    I  have  not  been 
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an  inattentive  observer  of  the  smoking  mania  in  Germany,  and  other  parts 
of  continental  Europe  ;  on  the  contrary,  a  strict  inquiry  into  the  moral 
and  constitutional  effects  of  the  habit,  very  judiciously  called  a  vice, 
was  instituted  as  I  travelled  from  kingdom  to  kingdom  where  it  pre- 
vailed ;  and  I  have  arrived  at  the  gratifying  conclusion  that  if  persons 
wish  to  smoke,  they  may,  and  I  shall  not  waste  my  breath  in  warring 
against  the  habit. 

Another  kind  of  smoking  is  practised  in  Egypt,  and  probably  in  Syria^  ^ 
unknown  to  us  in  America,  viz.,  that  of  Indian  hemp.  Cigars  are  charged 
with  it,  and  there  are  apartments  where  individuals  may  go  and  draw  in, 
through  a  long  pipe-stem,  a  kind  of  smoke  that  exalts  a  dirty,  bare- 
footed rascal  into  an  imaginary  prince.  In  a  few  minutes  he  sees  the 
gates  of  a  Mahomedan  paradise,  gazes  wildly  towards  the  sky,  and 
laughs  till  all  consciousness  passes  away,  and  he  falls  into  a  lethargy  of 
considerable  duration.  I  suspect  it  is  hemp,  and  not  opium  as  generally 
supposed,  with  which  cigars  are  drugged,  and  made  the  instruments  in 
the  hands  of  designing  men,  in  London  and  other  great  cities  on  the  Con- 
tinent, for  the  perpetration  of  many  dreadful  crimes. 

I  have  collected  many  curious  and  novel  facts,  illustrative  of  the  die- 
tetic regimen  and  social  habits  of  Arabs,  Jews,  Nubians,  Abyssinians — 
slaves  and  freemen — with  whom  I  have  had  as  much  acquaintance  as  is 
desirable,  in  their  own  countries  :  but  how  or  when  they  are  to  be  used, 
is  uncertain.  A  knowledge  of  them  would  sadly  unhinge  some  excel- 
lent theories  of  our  regenerators  of  society.  Were  they  to  attempt  the 
introduction  of  some  of  their  hobbies  into  these  countries,  they  would 
be  laughed  at  as  fools  ;  and  after  the  blush  of  mortification  at  the  ab- 
surdity of  their  moonshine  propositions  had  subsided,  they  would  laugh 
themselves  at  their  own  stupidity  and  narrow-minded  conceptions  of  the 
elements  of  humanity. 

On  the  way  to  Beyroot,  Feb.  4,  1851. 


[It  is  gratifying  to  have  the  views  which  were  expressed  by  us  a  few 
weeks  since,  on  the  subject  of  extracting  needles,  coincided  in  by  a  sur- 
geon of  so  much  experience  as  Professor  Shipman.  We  are  also'glad  to 
learn  that  he  contemplates  furnishing  a  series  of  articles  for  the  Journal. 
He  has  long  been  an  occasional  and  acceptable  contributor,  and  is  one 
of  the  select  but  gradually  lessening  number  of  those  whose  subscription 
to  the  Journal  dates  back  a  full  quarter  of  a  century. — Ed.] 

ON  EXTRACTION  OF  NEEDLES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jo%irnal\ 

Sir, — Much  has  lately  been  said  on  extraction  of  needles  in  the 
flesh,  and  I  am  going  to  throw  in  my  mite  while  the  subject  is  up.  I 
have  seen  much  mischief  in  cutting  for  a  needle,  or  a  portion  of  one  ; 
more,  in  my  opinion,  than  by  leaving  it  to  itself;  for  it  has  never  been 
my  misfortune  to  meet  with  a  case  where  the  foreign  body  did  not  find 
Its  way  to  the  surface,  and  then  it  is  easily  extracted!  The  inside  of  the 
hands  and  soles  of  the  feet  are  the  parts  most  liable  to  be  injured ;  and 
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if  the  surgeon  begins  bis  search  in  these  situations  in  the  expectation  of 
finding  what  be  is  searching  after,  he  will  in  most  instances  be  cllsap- 
pointed.  The  tendons,  fascia,  muscles  and  nerves  of  the  hands  and  feet 
cannot  fail  of  being  much  injured,  and  the  surgeon  will  have  the  credit 
of  causing  the  injury.  I  have  had  many  patients  present  themselves  to 
me  with  such  accidents — some  of  them  very  much  frightened,  and  insisting 
on  having  a  search  made  until  the  foreign  body  was  found.  Or  they  had 
already  undergone  an  operation,  with  extensive  incisions  which  exposed 
the  tendons  and  ligaments,  making  a  trivial  thing  one  of  a  serious  character. 

One  invariable  rule  should  fjuide  the  suro^eon  in  such  cases.  When 
the  foreign  body  can  be  seen  or  felt,  no  difficulty  will  be  experienced 
in  its  extraction.  A  pair  of  closely-fitting  forceps,  after  cutting  down  on 
to  where  you  have  fixed  it  with  your  fingers,  will  generally  do  it  without 
trouble.  But  in  all  cases  where  it  is  out  of  sight,  and  cannot  be  dis- 
tinctly J  clt,  let  it  alone,  quiet  your  patient's  fears  by  assuring  him  that  no 
harm  will  result,  and  you  will  not  have  cause  to  regret  the  course.  I 
never  used  the  scalpel  in  a  case  where  the  needle  was  not  in  sight  nor 
could  be  felt,  but  what  I  regretted  it  ;  and,  what  is  of  more  consequence, 
the  patient  did  the  same.  On  the  other  hand,  I  never  left  one  to  na- 
ture, but  both  patient  and  myself  were  glad  in  the  end. 
^Syracuse,  JSI.  Y.,  March  12,  1851.  A.  B.  Shipman. 


SINGULAR  CASR  OF  GUN-SHOT  WOUND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  send  you  the  following  case,  which  has  the  interesting  feature 
of  being  an  exception  to  a  general  rule,  and  constituting  one  of  a  class 
which  writers  on  military  surgery  have  ever  seemed  anxious  to  collect 
and  record. 

On  the  7th  of  Feb.,  a  gentleman  of  this  city,  Mr.  I.  Grenville  Brown, 
went  into  the  woods,  to  the  camp  of  his  brother-in-law,  on  a  hunting 
excursion.  Having  loaded  his  gun,  a  double-barrelled  one,  at  the  camp, 
iie  went  forth  in  search  of  game  ;  but  stopping  a  few  moments  on  his  way 
to  witness  the  operations  of  some  lumbermen,  in  order  to  get  a  good  view 
he  mounted  a  low  stump  and  placed  the  gun  by  his  side,  the  butt  resting 
upon  the  snow.  While  in  this  position,  the  gun  suddenly  settled  in  the 
snow%  and,  in  the  act  of  drawing  it  up,  the  muzzle  being  on  a  level 
with  the  hip-joint,  the  contents  of  one  of  the  barrels  were  discharged,  and 
the  ball  entered  the  right  side.  He  was  borne  to  the  camp,  and  messengers 
immediately  despatched  for  Drs.  McRuer  of  Bangor,  and  Bradbury  of 
Oldtown.  Upon  their  arrival,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  ball  had  en- 
tered the  flesh  nearly  opposite  the  last  false  rib,  taken  a  direction  upward 
and  forward,  struck  upon  the  lower  border  of  the  tenth  rib,  and  enter- 
43d  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  Nothing  more  was  seen  of  its  course 
until  it  made  its  appearance  again  at  the  union  of  the  cartilage  of  the 
second  rib  with  the  sternum,  about  one  inch  from  the  centre  of  that 
bone.  It  being  impossible  to  secure  requisite  attendance  at  the  camp, 
he  was  brought,  by  easy  stages,  and  in  a  horizontal  position,  to  this  city. 
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There  was  but  little  hemorrhao^e  from  the  wound,  his  principal  symptoms 
being  great  distress  and  prostration,  a  short,  hurried  and  extremely  labo- 
rious respiration,  pain  in  the  right  shoulder,  and  excessive  faintness  and 
nausea.  These  symptoms  seemed  to  warrant  the  opinion  that  the  pleura 
had  been  injured,  if,  indeed,  as  the  pain  in  the  shoulder  indicated,  severer 
injuries  had  not  been  inflicted.  In  a  few  days,  however,  the  violence  of 
these  symptoms  abated,  and  at  the  expiration  of  three  weeks  Mr.  Brown 
was  able  to  ride  out,  and,  in  a  few  days  after,  to  take  the  reins  in  his  own 
hands.  The  flesh  wound,  extending  from  the  first  entrance  of  the  ball 
to  its  disappearance  beneath  the  ribs,  a  distance  of  one  and  a  half  inches, 
presented  the  discolored  appearance  peculiar  to  such  wounds,  suppurated, 
and  discharged  pus  from  the  orifice  below. 

in  the  days  when  wars  were  fishionable,  numerous  were  the  hair- 
breadth 'scapes  recorded  by  writers  on  military  surgery,  some  of  them, 
indeed,  taxing  our  credulity  to  an  almost  unjustifiable  extent  ;  but  m 
modern  times  we  are  occasionally  called  upon  either  to  doubt  the  evi- 
dence of  our  own  senses,  or  believe  in  events  which  well  nigh  border 
on  the  miraculous  and  impossible  ;  such,  for  instance,  as  the  celebrated 
crow-bar  case — the  report,  in  a  Philadelphia  periodical,  of  the  pierced 
heart,  and  numerous  others  involving  less  important  organs,  but  wonder- 
ful in  their  result.  Death  seems  experimenting  with  his  darts,  or  some 
potent  "  Hornbook  "  thwarts  his  purposes,  and  compels  the  old  lament : 

*'  'Tvvas  but  yestreen,  nae  further  gaiie, 

I  (hrew  a  noWe  dart  at  aiie  3 

Wi'  less,  I'm  sure,  I've  hundreds  slain  ; 

But  Dicl-ma-care, 
It  just  played  dirlie  on  the  bane, 

And  did  nae  mair." 

Respectfully  Yours,         Edward  M.  Field. 
Bangor,  Me.,  March,  1851. 


IIOMCEOPATIIY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

It  would  be  a  thankless  and  futile  labor  to  attempt  a  philosophical  dis- 
cussion of  the  claims  of  homoeopathy,  for  the  mass  of  unprofessional 
readers  :  not  because  people  of  common  sense  and  common  intelligence 
are  incompetent  to  investigate  the  subject ;  but  because  they  are  unwill- 
ing, or  unable,  to  bestow  the  requisite  amount  of  time  and  labor.  With- 
out this  investigation,  its  agreement  or  disagreement  with  facts,  and 
with  the  commonly-received  principles  of  medical  science,  cannot  be 
understood.  When  Hahnemann  first  announced  his  hypothesis,  it  was 
regarded  not  only  by  the  profession,  but  by  the  world,  as  one  of  those 
drenmy  and  mystical  theories  which  have  characterized  every  age,  and 
which  glimmer  and  flicker  through  their  day,  to  be  forgotten.  Jn  the 
United  States,  homoeopathy  claims  to  be  gaining  favor.  The  causes 
of  this  advancement,  if,  indeed,  it  should  be  admitted,  might  probably 
be  found  in  circumstances  that  have  little  to  do  with  its  intrinsic  merits. 
One  of  these  is  the  fact,  that  for  the  last  few  years  we  have  been  favored 
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with  an  exemption  from  disease,  both  in  respect  to  its  severity  and 
amount,  for  a  long  time  before  unparalleled.  Where  but  little  medication 
is  necessary,  or  if  the  necessity  for  this  little  is  ever  questionable,  it  is 
obvious  that  a  system  like  hotncEopathy,  irrespective  of  its  real  merits, 
will  maintain  a  decided  advantage  over  other  methods,  which  are  more 
formidable  in  their  consequences,  if  misapplied,  and  more  distasteful  and 
repulsive  to  the  invalid.  It  has,  therefore,  become  a  matter  of  no  trifling 
importance,  not  merely  with  the  physician,  but  with  patients,  that  its 
claims  to  confidence  should  be  understood.  If  this  crotchet  of  the  Ger- 
man enthusiast,  for  it  can  hardly  aspire  to  the  dignity,  even,  of  a  theory, 
is  founded  in  truth,  it  will  assuredly  be  sustained  and  established  by  facts. 
Under  such  circumstances  what  should  be  expected  from  the  people, 
who  are  so  deeply  interested  in  settling  the  claims  which  two  opposite 
systems  of  medical  practice  present  ?  Indeed,  how  few  are  yet  suffi- 
ciently informed  to  say,  what  is  the  question. 

Allopathy,  by  which  term  the  commonly-received  method  of  treating 
disease  is  designated,  is  an  attempt  to  cure  it,  "  by  the  production  of  a 
condition  of  the  system,  either  different  from,  opposite  to,  or  incompati- 
ble tvith,  the  condition  essential  to  the  disease  to  be  cured."  On  the 
other  hand,  homoeopathists  claim  "  to  cure  disease,  by  agencies  which 
are  identical  ivith,  or  similar  to,  the  causes  which  produce  it."  And 
here  it  may  be  in  place  to  inquire  what  they  will  do  with  that  for- 
midable class  of  diseases,  the  causes  of  which  are  admitted  to  be  yet 
unknown.  By  what  rule  will  they  select  the  remedy  which  must  be 
identical  with,  or  similar  to,  the  cause  of  the  malady  ?  Allopathy 
admits  its  ignorance  of  the  causes  of  many  diseases  ;  and  yet  treats 
these  same  diseases  successfully,  the  condition  of  the  system  con- 
stituting the  disease  being  discoverable,  and  understood.  In  addition  to 
all  this,  homoeopathy  claims  a  potency  for  infinitesimal  doses  of  medi- 
cine, especially  when  modified  by  certain  shakings,  which  is  strangely  at 
variance  with  all  fact  and  all  experience,  in  all  other  departments  of  na- 
tural science. 

In  regard  to  the  efficiency  of  homoeopathy,  for  good  or  for  evil,  tak- 
ing its  own  statements  of  the  quantities  and  the  kinds  of  medicines 
which  constitute  its  doses,  for  truth,  on  the  principles  recognized  by  allo- 
pathy, they  will  prove  inoperative,  and  therefore  harmless.  But  on  its 
own  theory  of  multiplied  potencies,  so  mystically  related  to  infinite  dilu- 
tions, and  cabalistic  shakings,  surely  it  is  madness  to  entrust  their  admin- 
istration to  those  who  do  not  even  pretend  to  a  knowledge  of  the  animal 
structure  ;  or  of  the  laws  which  oovern  it,  either  in  health  or  disease. 
If  an  ague,  pioduced  by  a  specific  miasm,  and  to  be  cured  by  its  like, 
is  appropriately  treated  with  the  fortieth  dilution,  intensified  with  forty 
shakes,  the  forty-first  would — inevitably  blow  the  patient  to  the  moon  ! 
If  homoeopathists  will  insist  on  our  allowing  their  claims,  they  should  per- 
mit us  to  rebuke  them  for  committing  their  potencies  to  such  palpably 
incompetent  keeping. 

Ignorance,  and  fanaticism,  and  cupidity,  have  certainly  monopolized 
homoeopathy,  to  the  general  exclusion  of  honest  and  intelligent  men,  as 
converts  to  its  doctrines,  and  we  might  properly  leave  the  matter  to  find 
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its  own  way  to  oblivion.  Its  disciples  and  dispensers,  by  the  hundred, 
are  palpably  incompetent  to  understand  the  subject  ;  and,  in  many  in- 
stances, incontinently  betray,  and  sometimes  even  avow,  that  lucre  was 
the  great  argument  in  their  conversion.  If  any  among  these  are  entitled 
to  our  respect  for  their  intelligence,  cultivation  and  good  principles,  we 
admit  that  for  them,  badinage  or  ridicule  would  be  inappropriate  and  un- 
just. At  the  same  time  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  fact  of  its 
numbering  such  men  among  its  converts  is  no  proof  of  its  truth.  Innume- 
rable instances,  in  the  various  departments  of  moral  and  intellectual,  no 
less  than  natural  science,  have  occurred,  where  inteUigent  and  honest 
men  have  been  the  zealous  advocates  of  systems  of  error  and  absurdity, 
that  have  finally  exploded.  But  with  the  mass,  reasoning  may  be  out 
of  the  question.  HomiEopathy,  like  all  other  theories,  must  rely  on  facts, 
and  on  its  practical  working,  for  ultimate  triumph.  The  advocates  of 
the  system  may  claim  that  there  has  been  insufficient  time  for  an  accu- 
mulation of  these  facts,  or  for  their  practical  working  ;  and  that  the  prac- 
tice of  homoeopathy,  in  the  hands  of  uncultivated  and  irresponsible 
individuals,  is  no  test  of  its  merit.  Let  them  commit  it,  then,  to  compe- 
tent hands — if,  indeed,  competent  men  will  take  the  trust. 

In  the  mean  time  it  must  be  obvious,  in  relation  to  the  two  systems, 
that  there  can  be  no  mifldle  ground  for  compromise.  If  we  establish  the 
truth  of  either,  the  utter  fallacy  of  the  other  is  equally  proven.  They 
are  wide  asunder  as  the  poles,  and  the  middle  ground  would  prove  as 
impracticable  and  untenable,  as  a  farm  in  Symmes's  Hole  ;  and  the 
good  Lord — good  devil  "  policy,  which  dictates  the  indifferent  dispen- 
sation of  either  system,  according  to  the  fancy  of  our  patrons,  deserves 
the  reprobation  of  all  who  will  admit  that  sheep-stealing  is  felony. 

Very  fortunately,  all  errors  in  medical  practice  are  not  equally  mis- 
chievous. While  we  claim  the  general  truth  of  allopathy,  we  admit 
there  are  incidental  evils — not  consequent — which  prove,  clearly  enough, 
that  error  may  be  so  incorporated  with  truth  as  to  render  the  latter  not 
merely  inoperative,  but  positively  injurious.  The  indiscriminate,  inappro- 
priate, or  excessive  medication  of  the  ignorant  or  reckless  allopathist  is 
always  positively  hazardous,  generally  injurious,  and  sometimes  fatal ; 
while  the  ministrations  of  homoeopathy  will  often  prove  harmless,  or 
only  negatively  injurious,  though  sometimes  also  fatal.  The  preference 
of  the  latter  to  the  former,  on  the  ground  of  its  comparative  harmless- 
ness,  is  palpably  absurd.  It  is  akin  to  the  philosophy  of  Graham,  who 
would  substitute  saw-dust  for  bread,  because,  forsooth,  excess  in  the 
latter  might  induce  repletion  or  apoplexy. 

But  if  medical  science  may  have  formerly  erred  in  the  amount,  or  se- 
verity of  its  ministrations,  the  present  century  has  been  distinguished, 
thus  far,  by  great  and  important  discoveries,  in  all  its  departments,  and 
by  corresponding  improvement  in  its  principles  and  practice  ;  so  that, 
at  the  present  moment,  homoeopathy  itself  overmatches  it,  in  the  matter 
of  dosing.  But  the  great  evil  of  the  times  is  to  be  found  boyond  the 
precincts  of  homoeopathy,  or  allopathy.  The  people  are  obstinately 
bent  on  believing  that  medical  science,  whether  a  la  Galen,  or  Hahne- 
mann, or  GraefFenberg,  is  all  comprised  in  the  art  of  stuffing  the  human 
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stomach  with  medicine.  Unprincipled  speculators  have  seized  on  this 
infirmity  of  the  hun:an  biped,  and  have  used  it  ibr  the  advancement  of 
their  own  fortunes,  by  deluging  the  earth  with  a  flood  of  remedies  for 
all  diseases,  imaginable  and  uiiim.iginable.  And  these  have  been  greedily 
swallowed — and  have  cost  the  world  more  lives  than  allopathy  and  ho- 
moeopathy, and  all  other  ])athies,  past,  present,  or  to  come,  will  save — 
and  more  m^oney  than  they  w  ill  realize  in  a  century.  It  will  be  no  in- 
glorious achievement,  if  hcir.a^opatliy  succeeds  in  supplanting  this  de- 
structive artillery  of  irr(  sponsible  mountebanks,  with  its  own  unshotted 
pop-gun.  Pro  re  nata. 


ST.  ALGUS'IIM:,  FLORIDA,  A  RFSORT  FOR  INVALIDS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dr.^r  Sir, — A  gentleman  here  having  received,  to-day,  a  letter  from  a 
friend  in  St.  Augustine,  who  was  sent  thither  last  autunm  for  "  minis- 
ters's  throat  ail  "  (morbus  laryngaeus  locutorum),  I  for\\  ard,  by  his  per- 
mission, extracts  for  your  Journal,  which  will  tend  to  keep  the  profes- 
sion acquainted  w  ith  the  various  movements  of  invalids,  and  with  the  true 
character  and  worth  of  medical  localities.  Ever  yours,  Pons  Ligni. 
Saratoga  Springs,  loth  March,  1851. 

"  1  intend  to  return  about  the  first  of  May.  I  dare  not  go  sooner,  as 
the  change  of  w  eather  will  be  greater  than  you  can  well  conceive.  For 
the  last  three  weeks  it  is  not  to  be  described.  The  thermometer  has 
ranged  (it  is  now^  IMarch  1st)  frcm  70  to  60,  and  thin  clothes  are  bei;in- 
ning  to  be  safe,  he  amusements  here  are  varied.  Fishing  is  fine. 
Fish  of  the  rarest  kind  fill  the  waters.  Sheepshead,  drum,  sea  trout, 
bass,  sea  bass,  kingfish,  Lafayette,  green  turtle,  and  myriads  upon  myriads 
of  oysttrs  and  clams.  Shootins:. — Snipes  of  the  largest  size,  ducks,  quails, 
doves  in  large  flocks,  cranes  without  number,  pelicans  (brown  and  white), 
larks,  &ic.  1  have  been  in  pursuit  of  deer  tw  ice,  and  have  come  in  sight 
of  them.  But  it  requires  a  man  of  more  skill  and  practised  nerve  to 
take  an  animal  so  shy.  The  w  oods  are  well  stocked  with  them  ;  and 
the  man  who  is  cool  and  knows  how  to  do  the  thing,  is  sure  to  get  at 
least  one  a-day.  1  shall  miss  venison  more  than  any  article  of  food 
when  1  return  to  the  A'orth.  It  is  by  far  the  best  meat  I  ever  ate. 
Tender  as  a  chicken,  and  of  the  most  delicate  flavor,  venison  proves 
tempting  to  the  invalid.    Still,  give  me  a  northern  home.    1  am  very  idle. 

"  We  are  in  the  midst  of  spring.  My  general  health  greatly  improved, 
weight  and  vigor  increased,  and  throat  much  improved,  but  not  well.  I 
am  aware  1  need  a  long  time  to  recover,  and  fear  I  may  have  to  spend 
another  winter  in  idleness  here." 


CHLOROFORM  IN  A  CASE  OF  HYDROCEPHALUS  AND  CONVULSIONS. 

[From  an  address  of  Dr.  N.  Martin,  of  Dover,  N.  H.,  before  the  Dover 
Medical  Association,  we  copy  the  following  case.  It  is  taken  from  the 
ISew  Hampshire  Journal  of  Medicine.] 
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On  the  l-2th  ult.,  about  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  1  was  suramone.d  in  haste  to 
attend  the  child  of  Col.  G.,  whom  the  messenger  said  was  in  convulsions, 
if  not  in  a  dying  state.  In  a  few  moments  I  was  there,  and  found  the 
patient  in  a  very  convulsed  condition  ;  the  head  of  enormous  size  ;  every 
muscular  fibre  rigidly  tense  ;  the  eyes  glared,  and  had  a  strained  obliquity 
to  tlie  right  side  ;  the  extremities  twitched  past  restraint  ;  the  face  livid  ; 
the  breathing  irregular  and  attended  with  a  suffocative  rattle  ;  the  pulse 
rapid  and  small  ;  feet  cold,  and,  in  fine,  the  whole  aspect  of  the  case 
presented  a  most  unpromising  and  distressing  picture. 

I  soon  learnt  the  child  had  been  hydrocephalic  from  early  infancy ; 
hence  the  extraordinary  size  of  the  head,  which  was  twenty-four  inches 
in  circumference,  and  sixteen  and  a  half  from  ear  to  ear  over  the 
crown.  The  fontanelles  are  closed,  and  have  been  for  two  years.  Her 
right  arm  and  leg  are  shorter  and  smaller  than  their  fellows.  The  de- 
velopment of  her  body  is  not  equal  to  her  age.  She  seems  sensible  and 
cheerful,  and  has  a  fair  memory  for  retentiveness,  and  the  attachment 
and  solicitude  of  the  parents  are  in  proportion  to  her  infirmities.  She  is 
unable  to  go  alone,  although  in  her  8th  year.  I  was  told  that  two  years 
since  she  had  an  attack  of  convulsions,  which  lasted  three  hours,  from 
which  she  barely  recovered  ;  and  that  ever  since,  upon  fright  or  indi- 
gestion, she  had  been  strongly  threatened  with  a  recurrence  ;  that  late 
in  tlie  afternoon  she  had  attempted  to  raise  herself  to  the  sink  for  the 
purpose  of  w  ashing  her  hands,  as  she  had  done  sometimes  before,  and 
by  some  means  slipped  and  fell  upon  the  floor,  her  head  striking  with 
considerable  force,  and  she  receiving  the  combined  effect  of  concussion 
and  alarm.  There  was  some  little  rigidity  of  the  nmscles  and  tendency 
to  spasms  at  the  time,  and  also  a  tendency  to  sleep  ;  from  which,  how- 
ever, she  was  soon  aroused,  and,  dinner  being  in  readiness,  she  partook 
of  it  with  her  accustomed  freedom. 

About  half  past  1  o'clock,  P.  M.,  she  was  observed  to  let  the  saliva 
flow  from  her  mouth  without  restraint  ;  and  when  her  mother  anxiously 
inquired  why  she  did  not  swallow  it,  she  replied  that  she  could  spit  it 
out,  and  immediately  became  unconscious,  and  the  convulsions  com- 
menced. 

I  directed  the  warm  foot-bath,  and  napkins  saturated  with  cold  water 
applied  to  the  head.  The  convulsed  state  of  the  lower  extremities 
was  such  that  the  foot-bath  could  not  be  well  applied,  and  I  directed 
that  it  should  be  removed,  and  the  extremities  enveloped  with  a  hot 
blanket.  I  then  mixed  in  eight  teaspoonfuls  of  warm  water,  about  15 
grains  of  ipecacuanha,  to  which  I  added  half  a  drachm  of  tincture  of 
camphor,  and  attempted  to  get  down  a  teaspoonful  every  few  minutes, 
and  succeeded  in  getting  most  of  it  into  the  stomach  ;  and  in  the  course 
of  half  an  hour  there  were  two  acts  of  emesis,  dislodging,  1  judged,  most 
of  the  dinner  the  child  had  just  taken.  But  there  was  no  relaxation 
of  the  spasms,  and  no  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  child.  To 
be  sure,  the  extremities  had  become  warm,  but  the  face  was  more  livid, 
the  pulse  was  quicker  and  smaller,  and  colliquative  perspiration  was  al- 
most streaming  from  every  pore.  There  the  convulsed  little  creature 
was,  locked  fast  in  a  defiant,  clonic  spasm  ;  unyielding  to  what  had  been 
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done,  and  now  swallowing  was  impossible.  What  was  to  be  done  ? 
Nothinf^  would  avail  soon.  All  were  distressed  around.  I  was  pained 
at  the  prospect.  Chloroform  struck  my  mind  ;  I  directed  two  drachms  ; 
it  was  procured  at  once  ;  I  poured  about  half  of  it  upon  the  corner  of 
a  handkerchief,  and  applied  it  to  the  nose  of  the  rigid  and  almost  pulse- 
less patient.  The  anaesthetic  fluid  was  presently  inhaled  into  the  lungs, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  the  rigidity  of  the  muscles  began  to  relax  ;  but  still 
they  started,  and  the  eyes  fixedly  stared.  I  poured  the  rest  upon  the 
handkerchief  and  applied  ;  the  spasms  yielded  ;  and  in  about  fifteen 
minutes  from  the  first  inhalation  of  the  chloroform,  my  patient  was  in  a 
quiet  slumber  ;  the  pulse  filling  up  and  slackening  its  speed  ;  the  lividity 
fading  from  the  countenance,  the  colliquative  sweat  drying  up,  and  we 
were  all  relieved  of  intense  anxiety. 

I  directed  the  child  should  not  be  disturbed,  but  allowed  to  slumber 
until  she  awoke  voluntarily.  She  slept  six  hours,  and  awoke  as  if  no- 
thing had  happened.  I  gave  a  few  grains  of  hyd.  cum  creta,  which 
was  followed  in  four  hours  with  ol.  ricini.  This  operated  well.  The 
case  was  cured.  , 

I  can  but  say,  that  in  my  judgment  the  success  was  mainly  owing 
to  the  chloroform,  and  that  I  feel  thankful  for  its  discovery.  And  if  it 
was  admissible  and  safe  in  this  case,  with  such  a  morbid  condition  of  the 
brain,  {  can  hardly  conceive  of  a  case  of  convulsions  in  which  it  would 
not  be  equally  so. 


PINS  AND  NEEDLES  IN  THE  HUMAN  BODY 

[This  subject  happens  to  be  a  favorite  topic  just  now  among  the  corres- 
pondents of  the  London  Lancet,  as  well  as  with  our  own.  A  writer, 
who  signs  himself  "  A  subscriber  to  the  Lancet,"  says  : — ] 

It  is  now  many  years  since  a  case  occurred  in  which  twenty,  or  per- 
haps thirty  pins,  were  removed  at  different  times  from  different  parts 
of  the  body  and  limbs  of  a  servant  girl.  The  history  is  as  follows  : — 
She  was  engaged  in  hanging  out  clothes,  having,  as  is  often  the  case 
with  girls,  her  mouth  full  of  pins.  Some  young  female  visiters  in  a  frolic 
stole  quiedy  behind  her,  and  gave  her  a  smart  slap  between  the  shoul- 
ders. The  girl's  head  being  raised  and  thrown  back  at  the  time,  she 
gave  a  sudden  start,  and  down  went  the  pins.  Her  sufferings  were 
very  great,  and  long-continued  ;  and  she  became  subject  to  fits,  though 
she  lived  many  years,  and  eventually  died  in  child-bed  ;  having,  how- 
ever, in  the  interval,  had  successively  pins  extracted  from  her  arms,  legs, 
and  from  the  breasts. 

I  will  beg  to  mention,  as  concisely  as  I  can,  another  curious  case, 
which,  though  not  exactly  classable  with  the  above,  is  in  its  way  of 
some  interest.  A  man,  who  had  complained  of  uneasy  sensations  about 
the  lower  part  of  the  bowels,  found  one  day  a  portion  of  worsted  thread 
hanging  down  from  the  anus.  On  this  being  slightly  drawn  down,  some 
pain  and  pricking  sensations  were  felt,  and,  eventually,  to  shorten  the 
narrative,  by  a  httle  manipulation  he  was  delivered  of  a  large  stocking 
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darning-needle,  round  which  was  wound  a  portion  of  worsted,  with  one 
end  of  it  somewhat  loose,  and  which  had  protruded  at  the  anus.  Now, 
had  not  this  needle  been  coated,  so  to  speak,  with  the  worsted  wound 
round  it,  the  bulk  of  which  prevented  its  puncturing  and  passing  through 
the  sides  of  the  intestines,  it  may  be  assumed  that  it  would  have  made 
its  way  to  the  skin — that  being  found  impracticable,  nature  (if  we  may 
so  speak)  very  kindly  steered  it  through  the  entire  tortuous  channel  of 
the  convolutions  of  the  intestines  till  it  arrived  at  the  exit. 

I  will  just  say,  that  the  man  recollected  having  had  his  throat  prick- 
ed by  something  when  eating  his  breakfast  some  time  before,  and  his  wife 
concluded  that  in  making  the  household  bread,  the  needle  might  have 
fallen  from  her  handkerchief  into  the  dough." 

[J.  H.  Aveling,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Aberdeen,  writes  as  follows: — ] 

It  has  long  been  an  established  principle  in  the  practice  of  surgery, 
when  needles  have  become  imbedded  in  the  living  tissues,  not  to  make 
any  exploratory  incisions  in  search  of  them,  but  to  wait  until  their  pre- 
sence can  be  distinctly  felt,  either  by  the  probe  or  by  the  finger  of  the 
surgeon.  This  expectant  mode  of  treatment,  while  it  was  the  most 
judicious  that  could  be  adopted,  so  long  as  the  exact  situation  of  the  foreign 
body  was  indicated  only  by  the  vague  and  indefinite,  though  sufficiently 
painful  and  distressing  sensations  of  the  patient,  may,  I  think,  be  considera- 
bly curtailed  in  its  duration  ;  and  when  the  intruding  body  is  at  all  near 
the  surface,  it  can,  I  believe,  be  completely  dispensed  with,  by  the  fol- 
lowing simple  method  : — A  needle  is  to  be  magnetized  by  drawing  a  mag- 
net along  its  surface  about  fifty  times  ;  it  is  then  to  be  suspended  by  a 
fibre  of  silk  attached  by  a  piece  of  sealing  wax  to  the  centre  of  the 
needle,  so  that  neither  the  eye  nor  point  may  dip  more  than  the  other. 
This  suspended  magnet  should  then  be  held  over  the  suspected  part, 
which  should  be  shaved,  if  very  hairy  ;  when  this  magnetic  indicator 
arrives  over  the  part,  the  needle  will  dip  and  adhere  to  the  skin,  show- 
ing the  exact  point  under  which  the  body  lies. 

In  two  cases  in  which  this  mode  of  detection  has  been  tried,  the 
portion  of  needle  sought  for  has  been  discovered  and  extracted,  one  of 
the  needles  having  remained  imbedded  for  three  months. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    MARCH   2  6,    1  8  5  1. 


EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Grand  Cairo,  Dec.  25,  1S50.— At  the  expiration  of  two  months,  within 
a  few  days,  I  have  safely  returned  to  Cairo,  the  capital  of  Egypt,  after 
having  examined  in  detail  all  that  is  worthy  of  examination,  from  one  ex- 
tremity of  the  country  to  the  other.  Its  temples,  tombs,  grottoes,  sculp- 
tured monuments,  large  and  small,  from  the  Sphynx  before  the  Pyramids 
of  Geezeh,  to  the  minutest  reliefs  on  columns  and  walls;  from  the  unique 
paintings  in  the  sepulchral  chambers  of  Beni  Hassen,  to  the  hieroglyphics 
on  the  lofty  monoliths  before  the  towers  of  Karnak,  have  been  studiously 
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noticed.  A  contract  is  now  made  with  a  sheik  of  the  desert  to  take  us  to 
Hebron,  and  from  thence  the  intention  is  to  proceed  to  Petra,  or,  if  thought 
best,  keep  on  to  Jerusalem,  and  afterwards  make  the  journey  from  that 
city  to  the  several  places  of  historical  interest  contemplated  in  my  travels 
in  Asia  Minor.  Cairo  is  at  this  moment  in  a  bustle  of  activity;  as  work- 
men are  every  where  engaged  in  elevating  flags,  ropes,  frames,  and  inge- 
nious devices,  for  a  grand  illumination  in  honor  of  the  return  of  the  mother 
of  Abbas  Pasha  from  her  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  She  is  fortunate  in  having 
been  the  mother  of  the  viceroy,  as  she  enjoys  privileges  in  consequence 
superior  to  all  other  females,  and  may  become  a  Mussulman  saint. 

In  the  course  of  inquiries  into  the  sanitary  condition  of  Cairo,  since  I 
left  it  to  ascend  the  Nile,  to  my  surprise  it  is  ascertained  that  from  the 
first  of  September  a  monthly  bulletin  has  been  issued,  by  the  government, 
which  gives  the  births  and  deaths  for  each  month.  This  document  is  sent 
to  all  the  foreign  consuls.  From  these  reports  the  following  items  have 
been  gathered.  From  the  1st  to  the  lOih  of  September,  there  died,  56 
males,  71  females,  and  126  infants — total,  253.  From  the  lllh  to  the 
20th,  SS  males,  S3  females,  and  116  infants— total,  2S7.  From  the  21st  to 
the  30ih,  59  males,  65  females,  and  100  infants — total,  224.  From  the 
11th  to  the  20th  of  October,  SO  nlales,  87  females,  and  121  infants  — total, 
2Sa  From  the  21st  to  the  30th,  101  males,  97  females,  and  133  infants- 
total,  331.  The  births  all  the  while  show  an  increase  of  population. 
This  is  the  first  and  only  statistical  publication  in  the  country.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  exact  population  is  known,  as  well  as  the  exact  resources 
of  the  different  pacaliks  ;  but  there  is  policy  in  not  having  these  matters 
known  to  the  people,  and  consequently  a  census  is  not  taken  publicly. 

Dec.  2Gth. — I  have  been  in  Egypt  since  the  first  day  of  November,  and 
there  has  not  been  a  storm  of  any  kind.  Christmas  night  the  musquitoes 
were  quite  troublesome.  This  day  I  visited  the  site  of  the  ancient  city  of 
Memphis,  where  Plato  studied  three  years  under  the  learned  priests  of  that 
period.  There  is  not  now  a  single  edifice  where  there  was  once  a  dense 
population;  no,  not  even  a  mud  hovel.  For  two  miles  in  one  direction, 
by  nearly  one  in  the  other,  there  is  a  necropolis,  probably  unequalled  lor 
the  number  of  human  bodies  that  lie  there.  There  are  thousands  of  mum- 
my pits — holes  six  and  eight  feet  square,  stoned  on  the  side,  of  unknown 
depths,  which  appear  originally  to  have  been  quite  filled  with  mummies. 
A  troop  of  ragged  Arabs  are  perpetually  digging  for  new  pits,  which  they 
have  the  sagacity  to  find,  under  10,  20,  and  30  feet  of  sand,  which  has 
drifted  over  them.  They  are  in  search  of  treasure — such  as  rings,  brace- 
lets, &c.  They  rifle  the  bodies,  when  dragged  to  the  surface,  of  whatever 
they  consider  marketable,  and  then  leave  them  on  the  top  of  the  ground. 
Such  quantities  of  human  bones  are  rarely  seen  ;  and  a  new  interest 
attaches  to  them  when  it  is  considered  that  every  one  of  them  may  have 
been  buried  a  thousand  years  before  Moses  wrote  the  history  of  the  crea- 
tion. A  phrenological  cabinet  of  rare  specimens  might  be  collected  within 
the  space  of  a  few  square  rods,  and  nothing  be  missed  from  the  neighbor- 
hood. The  head  of  a  young  female,  bearing  a  rich  covering  of  chesnut 
colored  hair,  in  full  ringlets,  just  torn  from  the  trunk,  was  offered  for  a 
trifle. 

Memphis — now  called  Metrehenny — presents  strong  claims  upon  the 
time  and  patience  of  the  archseologist.  There  are  specimens  of  sculpture 
buried  there,  of  surpassing  interest  from  their  age,  hardly  inferior  to  those 
of  Nineveh,  which  I  have  viewed  with  no  ordinary  feelings.    Two  beau- 
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tiful  sphinxes,  the  size  of  fully  grown  lions,  have  been  drawn  out  of  a  deep 
hole  by  the  Arabs.  I  should  have  rejoiced  in  purchasing  iheni  for  the 
Boston  Athenecuni,  if  possible.  A  gentleman  informed  me  that  the  pasha 
had  presented  them  to  Baron  Rothschild.  Even  if  I  could  have  bargained 
for  them  with  the  wild  fellows  who  dug  them  up,  they  could  not  have  been 
carried  out  of  the  country,  as  an  officer  searches  all  boats  and  baggage 
suspected  of  containing  antiquities,  the  exportation  of  which  is  now 
strictly  forbidden.  These  unique  productions  were  from  the  hand  of  a 
master,  and  taken  at  a  depth  of  at  least  35  feet  below  the  base  of  the 
largest  pyramid  at  Sakkara,  and  not  for  from  300  feet  west  of  it.  The 
whole  region  is  cut  up  into  frightfully  deep  wells  for  holding  mummies — 
some  having  been  ascertained  to  be  75  feet  deep.  All  that  now  remains 
of  Memphis,  by  which  to  identify  it,  is  a  statue  of  Rhameses  2d,  believed 
to  have  been  sixty  feet  high.  The  portion  that  remains  may  be  30  feet. 
The  figure  lies  on  the  face,  in  a  mud  hole,  six  feet  below  the  common  land 
level.  The  left  arm,  from  the  shut  fingers  to  the  shoulder,  is  apparently 
12  feet.  On  my  return,  I  passed  a  gay  wedding — a  v^ciled  bride,  going  to 
the  house  of  her  husband,  whom  she  had  never  seen,  seated  upon  a  led 
white  horse,  followed  by  a  group  of  envious  females.  Soon  after,  I  over- 
took a  party  of  prisoners,  tied  together  with  cords  and  strongly  guarded, 
bound  to  Cairo,  to  be  flogged  for  not  paying  their  taxes.  Here  poverty  is 
a  crime  ;  yet  capital  punishment  does  not  exist  in  Egypt.  I  am  positively 
assured  that  such  a  thing  as  taking  the  life  of  an  otfender  against  the  laws, 
is  now  unknown  in  this  country.  Criminals,  whose  lives  were  formerly 
taken  in  expiation  of  their  offences,  are  now  sent  to  the  gold  mines,  near 
the  White  Nile,  where  they  remain,  while  they  live,  in  an  awful  place  of 
labor,  from  whence  they  never  can  escape.  Generally,  they  die  in  about 
a  year. 

Dr.  Henry  Abbott,  of  Cairo,  before  referred  to — an  eminent  English 
physician,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Egypt  eighteen  years — intends  visit- 
ing the  United  States  early  the  coming  season,  with  his  extraordinary  col- 
lection of  Egyptian  antiquities,  wiih  the  view  to  their  exhibition  in  the 
principal  cities  of  the  Union.  Having  been  in  and  on  the  places  where 
many  of  them  were  found,  and  leisurely  inspected  some  of  the  most  rare  and 
valuable  articles  in  the  cabinet,  I  can  speak  with  a  degree  of  confidence  in 
regard  to  the  whole,  as  valuable  and  unequalled.  Am.ong  them  are  a 
necklace  of  gold  that  belonged  to  Menes,  the  first  king  of  Egypt,  and  the 
signet  ring  of  Cheops,  the  builder  of  the  great  pyramid  of  Geezeh.  These 
would  be  rare  curiosities  in  America.  Dr.  Abbott  has  furnished  me  with 
important  medical  facts,  which  are  to  be  published  as  opportunity  offers 
hereafter.  In  regard  to  the  plague,  his  opinion  of  its  non-contagious 
character  agrees  with  that  of  Clof  Bey.  Dr.  Abbott  visits  plague  patients 
as  he  does  those  affected  by  other  diseases,  without  fear,  and  without  any 
precautions. 


Coffee  and  its  Adulterations.— \u  our  last  number  we  spoke  of  the  adulte- 
rations of  arrow  root.  Although  the  samples  examined  contained  nothing 
deleterious  in  the  substances  used  for  adulteration,  nevertheless  fraud  was 
committed,  and  the  perpetrators  should  be  exposed. 

Perhaps  no  commodity  which  is  consumed  by  the  public  is  more  liable 
to  be  adulterated  than  coffee,  when  it  is  burned  and  ground,  and  as  found 
in  the  shops  for  sale.  The  substances,  as  in  arrow  root,  which  are  used  in 
the  adulteration  of  coffee,  may  not  of  themselves  be  injurious,  but  the 
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practice  coming  within  the  category  of  frauds  in  articles  of  general  con- 
sumption, justly  merits  our  attention.  Chicory  is  extensively  cultivated 
for  the  purpose,  and  enters  largely  into  the  composition  of  coffee.  Corn, 
peas,  beans,  potato  flour  and  rye,  chesnuts,  acorns,  &c.,  are  more  com- 
monly used ;  and  to  <^ive  the  coffee  a  rich  high  color,  sugar  is  burned  with 
these  substances.  Out  of  thirty-four  samples  submitted  to  the  London 
commission  for  examination,  thirty-one  were  adulterated ;  yet  they  were 
all  offered  for  sale  as  pure  coffee,  though  of  different  qualities.  The  only 
protection  from  imposition  with  regard  to  this  article,  is  to  purchase  the 
raw,  or  unburned,  and  prepare  it  ourselves. 

In  our  next  number  we  shall  give  pepper  and  its  adulterations. 


Loss  of  Health  and  Life  in  crossing  the  Isthmus  of  Panama. — Since  the 
acquisition  of  California  by  the  United  States,  and  its  discovered  mineral 
resources,  thousands  of  individuals  have  migrated  there  in  pursuit  of  trea- 
sure, or  for  a  permanent  settlement.  In  the  early  part  of  the  excitement 
attendant  upon  the  discovery  of  the  gold  mines  in  those  regions,  the  ad- 
venturers had  either  to  cross  the  vast  prairies  and  wilds,  or  to  go  round 
the  continent  in  sailing  vessels.  '  In  both  cases  the  journey  was  not  only 
perilous  to  life,  but  occupied  much  time  in  its  accomplishment.  Soon  after, 
it  was  thought  practicable  to  cross  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  by  the  way 
of  Chagres,  Cruces,  or  Gorgona.  Although  much  time  was  saved  by  this 
new  route,  yet  it  has  been  found  more  dang-erous  to  the  health  and  life  of 
the  voyager,  than  a  passage  round  Cape  Horn.  Very  few  emigrants,  so 
far  as  we  can  learn,  have  escaped  a  sickness  contracted  by  this  pestilential 
passage.  With  such  facts,  which  are  well  established,  it  becomes  highly 
necessary  to  have  some  other  route,  by  which  the  traveller  to  California 
may  get  rid  of  the  infectious  miasm  that  exists  on  the  Isthmus  of  Panama. 
Strong  appeals  have  been  made  to  the  general  government  for  a  charter  to 
build  a  railroad  from  St.  Louis  to  San  Francisco;  yet  very  little  attention 
has  been  paid  by  Congress  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  That  the  ob- 
ject is  not  only  desirable,  but  feasible,  cannot  be  doubted.  Men  possess- 
ing the  confidence  of  the  community  for  iheir  worth  and  enterprise,  have 
offered  to  build  the  road,  with  the  aid  to  a  certain  extent  of  the  govern- 
ment, in  the  short  space  of  four  years,  yei  their  offer  has  not  been  accepted. 
It  has  often  been  asked,  what  is  the  value  of  health  and  life?  No  one  has 
yet  been  found  who  could  compute  it  by  dollars  and  cents.  Now  in  view 
of  the  value  that  every  one  sets  upon  his  own  health  and  life,  should  the 
government  be  influenced  to  4end  its  aid  in  favor  of  one  of  the  greatest  and 
most  salutary  undertakings  of  the  day.  It  is  not  our  purpose  to  discuss 
the  policy  of  governmental  interference  in  this  matter,  or  the  great  question 
of  constitutionality,  as  our  Journal  would  not  be  the  proper  medium,  if  we 
were  so  disposed  ;  but  where  the  health  and  lives  of  individuals  are  in 
question,  it  is  our  peculiar  province  to  speak  on  the  subject.  It  may  safely 
be  computed  that  3000  persons  have  lost  their  lives  in  going  to  California 
by  the  Cape  Horn  and  Isthmus  routes — a  number  sufficient  to  have  con- 
tributed largely  towards  building  a  railroad  across  the  plains.  Travellers 
who  have  crossed  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  agree  that  it  is  a  gauntlet,  which 
they  never  wish  to  pass  through  again  ;  that  it  is  the  very  place  where 
.fevers,  cholera,  &c.,  can  peculiarly  claim  their  origin.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  is  among  the  very  worst  of  unhealthy  places.  It  is  in  view 
of  such  facts,  that  we  are  prompted  to  express  ourselves  in  favor  of  another 
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and  more  healthy  route,  such  a  one  as  has  been  proposed  b)^  Mr.  P.  P.  F. 
Degrand,  and  strongly  advocated  by  Mr.  Plunibe  and  other  distinguished 
and  enterprising  citizens  of  the  United  States. 


Meeting  of  ike  Apothecaries  of  Boston. — Being  present  at  the  meeting 
of  the  apothecaries  of  this  city,  last  week,  we  were  much  pleased  with 
the  manner  in  which  their  deliberations  were  conducted.  There  seemed 
to  be  the  proper  spirit  exhibited,  and  we  have  no  doubt  the  greatest  good 
will  follow  their  organization.  All  that  is  w^anted  now  to  com.plete  their 
undertaking,  is  a  charter  from  the  Legislature,  which,  we  believe,  it  is 
the  intention  to  apply  for  at  the  present  session.  It  is  hoped  that  before 
many  months,  the  apothecaries  of  this  city  will  have  the  same  facilities 
afforded  them,  and  their  apprentices,  that  their  brethren  of  Philadelphia 
and  New  York  have.  It  afibrds  us  much  pleasure  to  find  that  our  sug- 
gestions respecting  a  college  of  pharmacy  haA^e  been  so  cheerfully  re- 
sponded to  by  the  apothecaries  of  this  city.  We  felt  that  there  was  need 
of  such  an  institution  ;  one  that  vvould  elevate  the  standard  of  pharmaceuti- 
cal science  among  us.  There  can  be  quackery  and  empiricism  among 
apothecaries,  as  well  as  among  the  practitioners  of  medicine,  and  it  is 
our  desire  to  see  both  departments  completely  purged  of  anything  that 
looks  like  either. 


Skei/s  Operative  Sicrgei'y. — Blanchard  &  Lea,  Philadelphia,  have  re- 
published the  excellent  book  of  Mr.  Skey  on  operative  surgery.  It  is  a 
practical  treatise,  and  written  in  a  style  that  at  once  makes  one  familiar 
with  the  author's  views  respecting  the  art  which  he  endeavors  to  teach. 
There  is  much  matter  in  it  that  is  entirely  original  with  the  author  ;  and 
that  which  is  borrowed,  is  so  arranged  that  the  subject  is  clear  and  com- 
prehensible. In  an  index  for  the  purpose,  may  be  found  a  list  of  instru- 
ments and  apparatus  required  for  special  operations,  which  is  very  conve- 
nient in  a  work  on  operative  surgery.  The  only  thing  we  can  find  any 
fault  with,  is  the  bad  execution  of  some  of  the  wood  cuts.  It  would  be 
quite  as  well  not  to  illustrate  the  subject  of  the  text  at  all,  unless  it  could 
be  done  in  a  manner  worthy  of  it.  In  the  copy  before  us,  many  of  the 
plates  are  quite  unintelligible.  Ticknor  &  Co.,  Washington  street,  are  the 
publishers  in  this  city. 


The  Claims  of  Medical  Men. — A  discourse  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Dr.  Joseph  Torrey,  delivered  in  Beverly,  by  Rev.  George  T.  Dole,  is  most 
beautifully  written,  and  characterized  by  a  proper  sentiment,  The  physi- 
cian's services  and  worth  are  faithfully  appreciated  by  the  writer,  showing 
that  he  perfectly  understands  the  hardships  to  which  the  physician  is  sub- 
jected. As  w^e  mentioned  on  a  previous  occasion,  the  reverend  clergy  are 
not  apt  to  pay  a  due  tribute  of  respect  to  physicians.  When  such  are 
found,  therefore,  vvho  appreciate  their  services,  and  in  such  a  public  manner 
declare  in  their  favor,  it  certainly  softens  our  feelings  towards  them  as  a 
body.  In  speaking  of  the  claims  of  medical  men  on  the  esteem  and  grati- 
tude of  the  community,  the  author  says,  "  Few,  if  any,  private  or  public 
men  have  higher  claims  on  the  gratitude  and  affection  of  those  whom  they 
serve,  than  the  well-qualified  and  faithful  physician." 
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Congestive  Fever  at  the  South. — A  treatise  on  congestive  fever,  being 
a  paper  read  before  the  Medical  Society  of  Montgomery,  in  Alabama,  by 
S.  Anie.^,  M.D.,  a  pamphlet  of  63  pages,  is  written  with  much  care,  and 
treats  in  detail  of  that  "pernicious"  fever  of  southern  climates,  which- 
those  in  more  northern  latitudes  are  nearly  exempt  from.  We  should  infer, 
from  Dr.  Ames's  paper,  that  it  was  quite  as  fatal  in  its  effects  as  cholera, 
many  of  the  symptoms  of  which  it  simulates.  We  are  much  obliged  to 
Dr.  Ames  for  the  copy  sent  us,  and  shall  take  pleasure  in  giving  it  a  more 
thorough  perusal. 


Massachusetts  General  Hospital. — The  annual  reports  of  the  several 
officers  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  as  presented  to  the  corpo- 
ration, have  been  received.  It  appears  that  there  have  been  admitted  to 
the  Allen  Street  Hospital,  during  the  past  year,  746  patients,  of  whom 
442  were  males  and  30 i  females.  Of  this  number,  363  were  discharged 
well,  200  relieved,  49  were  not  treated,  56  not  relieved,  and  76  died. 
Ninety-six  cases  of  accidents  were  received  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  and  under  treatment  at  the  McLean 
Asylum  for  the  Insane,  located  at'Somerville,  was  357,  175  of  whom  were 
males  and  1S2  were  females;  157  of  this  number  were  discharged,  78  of 
whom  had  perfectly  recovered. 

The  death  of  the  late  Dr.  Fisher,  one  of  the  ph^^sicians  of  the  Allen 
Street  Hospital,  is  feelingly  alluded  to  in  the  report  of  the  trustees.  With 
the  exception  of  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Holmes  and  the  appointment  of  Dr. 
Perry,  the  Hospital  staff  remains  the  same,  and  we  feel  quite  confident  that 
a  better  one  does  not  exist  in  any  hospital  in  the  United  States.  Dr.  Bell, 
the  able  superintendent  of  the  insane  department,  in  his  excellent  report, 
recommends  that  no  more  than  the  present  number  (200)  of  patients  ever 
be  admitted  at  one  time,  as  "  the  entire  concurrent  voice  of  all  experienced 
persons  in  Europe,  and  at  home,  has  pronounced  earnestly  against  the 
accumulation  of  large  numbers  of  the  insane  in  single  institutions." 


Anatomical  Dissections  in  the  State  of  New  York. — The  following  Act 
was  lately  introduced  into  the  New  York  legislature  by  Dr.  Tuthill,  of 
Suffolk,  and  will  probably  become  a  law  of  the  Slate.  It  is  copied,  nearly- 
verbatim,  from  the  act,  in  our  own  State  laws,  relating  to  the  practice  of 
physic  and  su  gery. 

"Section  1.  Any  physician  or  surgeon  duly  qualified  according  to  the 
law  of  this  state,  or  any  medical  student,  under  the  authority  of  any  such 
physician,  may  have  in  his  possession,  human  bodies,  or  parts  thereof,  for 
the  purposes  of  anatomical  inquiry  or  instruction. 

"  ^  2.  Either  of  the  following  board  of  officers,  to  wh,  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  any  town  of  this  state,  and  the  commissioners  of  health,  the 
city  inspector,  or  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  any  city  of  this  state,  may 
surrender  the  dead  bodies  of  such  persons,  as  are  required  to  be  buried  at 
the  public  expense,  to  any  regular  physician,  duly  qualified  according  to 
law,  to  be  by  him  used  for  the  advancement  of  anatomical  science  ;  prefer- 
ence being  always  given  to  the  medical  schools,  by  law  established  in  this 
state,  for  their  use  in  the  instruction  of  medical  students. 

"  <5>  3.  No  such  dead  body  shall  in  any  case  be  surrendered,  if  the  de- 
ceased person,  during  his  last  sickness,  requested  to  be  buried,  or  if,  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  his  death,  any  person  claiming  to  be  of  kindred  or 
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a  frieiid  to  the  deceased,  and  satisfying  the  proper  board  thereof,  shall  re- 
quire to  have  the  body  buried,  or  if  such  deceased  person  was  a  stranger, 
or  traveller,  who  suddenly  died  bf^fore  making  himself  known;  but  the 
dead  body  shall  in  all  such  ras(>s  be  buried. 

"  ^  4.  Every  physician  shall,  before  receiving  such  dead  body,  give  to 
the  board  of  officers  surrenderinir  tl»e  sam.e  to  him,  a  sufficient  bond  that 
each  body,  so  by  him  received,  shall  be  used  only  for  the  promotion  of  an- 
atomical science  or  instruction,  and  that  it  shall  be  used  for  such  purpose 
within  this  state  only,  and  so  as  in  no  event  to  outrage  the  public  feeling." 


NortJiern  Dispe?isary,  Nr/v  York — From  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Northern  Dispensary  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State,  we  learn  thai  — 

"  During  the  year  1S50,  their  dispensary  has  furnished  medical  attend- 
ance and  medicine  to  19,047  individuals  as  recipients  of  their  institution, 
of  whom  8,090  were  attended  at  their  dwellings,  and  10,957  were  attended 
at  the  dispensary.  Of  these  individuals,  5,1-10  were  born  in  the  United 
States,  12.680  in  Ireland,  480  in  England.  ;317  in  Scotland,  2^1  in  Germa- 
ny, 149  in  other  countries.  615  of  the  above-mentioned  individuals  were 
also  vaccinated." 


Svffolk  District  Medical  Society — On  Friday  next,  2Sth  instant,  at  7J 
o'clock,  P.  M.  (Masonic  Temple),  Dr.  Samuel  Parlcman  will  deliver  the 
annual  address  before  the  SuHbik  District  Medical  Society.  Medical  stu- 
dents and  gentlemen  interested  in  medical  matters  are  invited  to  be  present. 

The  meeting  for  medical  imj)rovement,  will  be  held  at  their  rooms.  Ma- 
sonic Temple,  on  Saturday  evening  next,  29th  inst.,  at  7  o'clock. 

The  annual  meeting  for  the  choice  of  officers,  and  to  elect  "five  Cen- 
sors, and  also  Counsellors  for  the  M  issachusetts  Medical  Society  for  the 
subsequent  year,"  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  April  2d,  at  half  past  3 
o'clock.  P.  M. 


Health  of  Neiv  Orleans. — It  is  once  more  our  good  fortune  to  announce 
a  continuance  of  excellent  public  health.  During  the  months  of  January 
and  February,  the  city  has  been  exempt  fron)  most  of  our  usual  winter  dis- 
eases, save  a  few  cases  of  pneumonia,  measles,  pleurisy,  and  a  few  spora- 
dic attacks  of  variola.  But  ih'^'se  have  rather  been  exceptions,  especially 
in  private  practice. — New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


To  C(jRRF,si'oNOENTS.— Papei-'^  liave  l»ccii  received  from  Drs.  Edward  Warren  and  IJiram 
Allen,  and  will  have  an  early  insertion. 


Married, — In  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Dr.  W.  A .  Mack,  of  Chichester,  N.  H.,  to  Mrs.  Ellen  S. 
Naylor,  of  Portsmouth. 

DiKD, — At  San  Fiancisco,  Feb.  9,  Dr.  James  S«an,  of  Springfield,  aged  25  years. 

Deaths  iv  liokloii — for-ilie  w  eek  <'ii(rm<,'  J^alr.rday  noon,  March  22,  G9.— Males,  38 — feitinles,  31. 
Accidental,  2- i  liseasc  of  the  l)owels,  I — Im oiicliiti.s,  I — consumption,  17 — cancer,  1  —  canker,  2 — 
croup,  2 — debility,  I — dysentery,  2 — dropsy  ol  the  brahi,  A — ciy>ipelas,  ] — typhus  fever,  3 — ty- 
phoid fever,  2 — scarlet  fev  er,  2— lung  fe\er.  ! — hooping  cough,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  2 — infantile, 
() — iiiflanimalion  of  the  lungs,  ] — coiigcstion  of  the  lungs,  1 — measles,  8 — old  age,  2 — palsy,  2 — 
pleurisy,  1 — puerperal,  1 — smallpox,  I — scald,  1. 

Under  5  years,  28 — between  b  and  20  years.  9 — between  20  and  ID  years,  IG — between  40  and 
60  vears.  11 — over  GO  years.  5.    Americans,  35  ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  34. 

The  above  includes  8  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 
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Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts College  of  Pharmacy,  for  the  choice  of  officers,  was  holden  at  the 
Tremont  House,  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  the  19th  inst.  A  number  of  new 
members  were  admitted,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  the  offi- 
cers for  the  ensuing  year. 

Thomas  Farrington,  President;  Joseph  Burnett,  Vice  President  ;  Henry 
Ware  Lincoln,  Secretary;  Samuel  N.  Brewer,  Treasurer;  Joseph  Kidder, 
Auditor;  William  A.  Brewer,  Correspondmg  Secretary;  William  Brown, 
Henry  D.  Fowle,  Andrew  Geyer,  Ashel  Boyden,  Trustees. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  a  committee  to  consider  what 
measures  were  necessary  to  increase  the  usefulness  of  the  college  to  its 
members  and  the  public,  and  report  at  a  future  meeting: — Dr.  George  S. 
Jones,  Joseph  Burnett,  S.  M.  Colcord,  W.  B.  Little,  G.  W.  Parmenter. 
Subsequetitly  the  President  and  Secretary  were  added  to  the  committee. 

The  meeting  was  well  attended,  and  remarks  were  made  by  several  of 
the  members;  and  an  interest  was  exhibited  which  guarantees  continued 
strength  to  the  institution,  and  its  usefulness  to  the  community. 

Voted,  That  the  proceedings  be  published  in  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal.  Per  order, 

'         Henry  Ware  Lincoln,  Sec'ry. 


Alleged  Uncertainty  in  Medicine. — Dr.  Thompson,  President  of  the 
New  York  Slate  Medical  Society,  in  an  address  at  the  last  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society,  thus  compares  the  medical  profession  with  the  other  pro- 
fessions in  regard  to  certainty  in  its  results. 

"  When  compared  with  the  other  professions,  its  character  is  vindicated,, 
and  it  rises  in  our  estimation,  for  it  may  be  questioned  whether  the  results 
of  its  practice  are  any  more  doubtful  than  those  of  the  law,  which  also  has 
been  stigmatized  for  its  '  glorious  uncertainties.'  In  a  subject  like  theology, 
which  treats  of  man's  eternal  destiny,  concurrence  of  opinion  might  be  ex- 
pected. Its  doctrines,  how^ever,  find  no  more  agreement  among  theolo- 
gians and  polemical  writers  than  do  the  accredited  principles  of  medical 
science  among  well-informed  and  cultivated  medical  men.  In  the  science 
of  politics,  in  the  laws  which  regulate  the  commerce  and  mutual  intercourse 
of  nations,  in  the  systems  and  processes  of  agriculture,  in  the  arrangement 
of  society,  and  its  government  by  laws  whose  principles  and  modes  of  ac- 
tion shall  prove  most  successful  in  directing  its  interests  and  regulating  its 
business  affairs,  men  differ  widely  in  their  judgments  and  the  greatest  dis- 
similarity of  opinions  prevails.  Why,  then,  amid  this  discrepancy  of  judg- 
ments, and  difference  of  opinions,  should  medicine  be  held  up  above  all, 
conspicuous  for  its  uncertainties,  or  for  its  lack  of  settled  principles?" 

Rhode  Island  Medical  Society. — In  the  list  of  delegates  to  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Medical  Association,  published  March  12th,  the  name 
of  Dr.  S.  Augustus  Arnold  appears.  After  the  appointment  had  been 
made.  Dr.  Arnold  declined,  and  Dr.  Sylvanus  Clapp  was  appointed  in  his 
place. 

Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association. — The  Editors  of  the 
Charleston  Medical  Journal  and  Review  will  see,  by  the  number  of  this 
Journal  for  March  5th,  that  the  error  copied  from  them  was  corrected  pre- 
vious to  the  receipt  of  their  request. 
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CASES  OF  ERYSIPELATOUS  INFLAMMATION. 

BY  EDWARD  WARREN,  M.D. 
[Coinmunir.ated  for  llie  IJoston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

In  January,  1847,  I  cornmiinicatecl  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  a  severe  case  of  ei-ysipelatous  or  cellular  inflammation  com- 
mencing in  one  finger,  extending  to  the  hand  and  arm,  and  attended  with 
constitutional  symptoms  which  proved  obstinate  and  dangerous. 

I  stated  that  having  constantly  dressed  the  patient's  hand,  I  contracted 
sores  of  a  similar  nature.  These  continued  during  the  whole  course  of 
the  patient's  protracted  illness,  and  gave  me  ample  opportunity  to  experi- 
ment in  my  own  person  upon  every  variety  of  treatment.  Since  that 
time,  I  hav^e  met  with  many  sporadic  cases  of  greater  or  less  severity. 

Sydenham  compared  the  pain  of  erysipelas  to  the  stinging  of  bees. 
The  cases  I  speak  of,  commence  in  a  minute  point,  and  are  often  at  first 
attributed  to  the  stinging  of  an  insect,  or,  in  females,  to  the  prick  of  a 
fine  needle.  Tlie  attention  is  first  called  to  the  part  by  a  stinging  pain, 
and  then  a  minute,  almost  invisible,  point  is  observed.  This  point  be- 
comes surrounded  by  a  scarlet  elevation,  and  if  punctured  a  minute  ulcer 
appears,  resembling  a  hole  made  in  wax  by  the  head  of  a  pin.  The 
pain  increases,  and  soon  becomes  intolerable,  especially  at  night,  striking 
in,  as  it  were,  to  the  bone,  and  extending  up  the  arm.  The  pain  is  so 
severe  as  to  deprive  the  patient  of  sleep  ;  and  if  he  is  able  to  keep  about 
in  the  day,  he  is  obliged  to  hold  his  hand  with  the  finger  pointing  up- 
ward, jf  he  allows  it  to  hang  down,  the  pain  extends  up  the  arm,  pro- 
ducinij:  nausea  and  faintinor. 

In  my  own  case,  1  found  that  mercurial  ointment,  nitrate  of  silver, 
and  every  other  application,  ago;ravat.ed  the  disease,  with  the  exception 
of  a  simple  bread  and  milk  poultice,  which  it  was  necessary  to  continue 
during  the  whole  course  of  cure. 

In  most  of  my  patients  the  inflammation  was  confined  to  the  part  first 
attacked,  forming  an  abscess  slow  of  healing,  and  healing  in  concentric 
circles,  leaving  the  skin  rough,  and  the  subjacent  parts  tender  for  a  long 
time.  I  propose  to  relate  one  or  two  cases,  which  were  to  me  of  pecu- 
liar interest,  though  perhaps  they  may  not  be  so  to  others. 

Feb.  13th,  18 — ,  about  9,  P.  M.,  I  was  requested  to  visit  Mrs.  , 

a  lady  of  advanced  age,  but  vigorous  constitution.    She  had  felt  a  pain 
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in  her  finger  some  clays  previous,  which  she  attrihuted  to  the  prick  of  a 
needle.  From  this  point  the  inflammation  extended,  had  covered  the 
hand,  and  was  proceeding  up  the  arm.  There  was  severe  pain  in  the 
finger.  She  had  rapid  ])nlse,  coated  tongue,  nausea,  pain  in  the  back, 
in  short  all  the  marks  of  high  inflammatory  fever.  I  prescribed  a  pill 
of  Xw  o  grains  of  calomel,  half  a  grain  of  opium,  and  one  third  of  a  grain 
of  atitimony  ;  cold  lotions  to  the  hand  and  arm,  and  a  dose  of  Epsom 
salts  early  in  the  morning. 

The  next  morning,  Feb.  14th,  I  found  that  she  had  rested  quietly,  and 
the  febrile  symptoms  had  entirely  abated.  It  is  piobable  that  nervous 
excitement  had  increased  the  symptoms,  which  subsided  upon  relief  of 
the  pain.  Finding  that  a  disposition  still  existed  in  the  disease  to  extend 
up  the  arm,  I  applied  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  inflamed  part,  and  over 
about  an  inch  of  the  sound  skin  ;  mercurial  ointment  to  the  finger,  and 
a  bread  and  milk  poultice  over  the  ointment.  1  also  prescribed  tr.  sul- 
iphai.  qnlnin.  fifteen  drops  three  times  a-day. 

The  disease  was  now  arrested.  It  extended  no  further,  and  the  in- 
flammation began  to  subside,  retreating,  and  finally  taking  up  its  quarters 
in  the  finger  first  aflJ'ected.  For  a  day  or  two,  severe  pain  was  felt  in 
the  cauterized  part,  but  after  this  she  was  free  from  suffering.  On  the 
9th  of  March,  1  discontinued  my  visits,  the  patient  being  well  with  the 
exception  of  the  finger,  which  continued  to  suppurate  and  was  partially 
stiff  at  the  joint. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  in  this  case,  was  the  rapidity  with  which 
itJae  constitutional  symptoms  disappeared.  The  nitrate  of  silver  was 
perfectly  successful  in  limiting  the  extent  of  the  inflammation.  It  does 
not  appear  whether  the  mercurial  ointment  was  beneficial  or  not.  I  do 
not  think  that  it  was.  With  regard  to  poulticing,  there  is  nothing  more 
soothing  or  attended  with  better  results.  There  is  a  prevailing  notion, 
and  one  even  laid  down  in  surgical  books,  that  cold  applications  are  always 
necessary  to  promote  resolution,  and  that  warm  poultices  bring  on  sup- 
puration. It  is,  however,  a  fact,  which  I  formerly  heard  noticed  by  Dr. 
James  Jackson,  in  his  clinical  lectures,  that  a  poultice  will  favor  whatever 
action  the  parts  are  disposed  to  take  on.  Applied  very  early,  a  warm 
poultice  will  promote  resolution  ;  a  little  later,  it  favors  suppuration.  In 
either  case,  it  is  attended  with  great  relief  of  the  pain. 

Only  one  other  serious  case  in  the  neighborhood,  came  wid)in  my 
knowledge  at  this  time.  This  commenced  on  the  ^5th  of  January, 
about  three  weeks  previous  to  the  case  just  recorded,  and  in  a  different 
part  of  the  village.  I  relate  it  here,  in  consequence  of  its  occurring  at 
the  time,  though  of  a  very  different  character.  One  or  two  cases  of  ty- 
phoid, and  reputed  ship  fevers,  were  prevailing  about  the  time. 

Jan.  25th. — A  little  girl,  about  4  years  of  age,  and  previous  good 
health,  was  suddenly  attacked  in  the  morning  with  vomiting.  When  I 
saw  her,  there  was  great  heat  of  the  surface,  rapid  pulse,  lassitude,  and 
other  symptoms  of  fever.  I  prescribed  an  emetic,  to  be  given  imme- 
diately. In  less  than  ten  minutes  after,  I  was  sent  for,  and  informed  that 
she  appeared  to  be  dying.  I  found  that,  after  taking  the  dose  of  ipecac, 
she  had  been  seized  with  spasms,  rigidity  of  the  body,  rolling  of  the  eyes, 
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and  dilatation  of  the  pupils.  I  directed  a  warm  bath  and  sinapisms,  and 
administered  fresh  doses  of  the  emetic,  until  they  operated.  She  was 
very  speedily  relieved,  the  rigidity  subsided,  and  there  was  no  return  of 
the  paroxysm.    She  remained  quiet  the  remainder  of  the  day  and  night. 

26th. — Pulse  rapid  but  small,  entire  lassitude,  skin  pale.  Her  mother 
now  informs  me  that  she  has  found  some  inflammation  about  the  vulva, 
which  she  attributes  to  having  neglected  to  wash  yesterday  with  cold 
water,  the  most  scrupulous  attention  having  always  been  paid  to  clean- 
liness. 

27th. — Appears  much  as  yesterday.  I  was  now  requested  for  the 
first  time  to  look  at  the  inflamed  part,  which  had  increased  and  become 
irritable,  so  that  the  mother  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  attempt  to  wash 
it.  I  found  a  dark  red  rash  or  blush  extending  irregularly  from  the  vulva 
and  spreading  over  the  hips.  I  recommended  merely  the  application  of 
flour,  and  Dover's  powders  internally. 

28th. — This  morning  I  found  the  part  less  irritable,  and  the  fever  less. 
Appeared  brighter  than  the  day  before.  At  noon,  however,  she  became 
worse.  There  was  occasionally  some  slight  muttering  and  partial  de- 
lirium. In  the  evening  I  found  her  crying  out  as  with  sharp  pain.  The 
pulse  was  feeble,  there  was  considerable  apparent  prostration  and  great  rest- 
lessness. The  delirium  increased  so  much  thatl  was  called  to  her  in  the 
night.  1  found  the  symptoms  worse.  She  had  slept  none,  the  restless- 
ness had  increased,  and  she  was  tossing  in  the  bed,  talking  constantly  and 
incoherently.  The  extremities  were  cold,  and  the  pulse  that  of  low  ty- 
phoid fever.  I  gave  her  a  teaspoonful  of  wine,  and  of  nitrous  ether, 
every  two  hours,  alternately.  I  had  previously  directed  cold  applications 
to  the  head,  which  were  continued.  The  wine  and  nitre  acted  benefi- 
cially, and  had  a  sedative  effect ;  she  became  calm,  and  the  skin  of  more 
equal  temperature. 

29th. — She  is  now  quiet.    Pulse  small,  rapid,  compressible.  Drowsy. 

30th. — Lies  very  still  ;  drowsiness  continues.  Can  be  roused  without 
difficulty,  but  immediately  relapses. 

31st. — The  inflammation  has  suddenly  leaped  to  the  face.  There  is 
swelling  and  a  small  red  patch  upon  the  end  of  the  nose.  It  has  left  the 
labiae,  but  still  remains  upon  the  hips,  and  has  extended  down  one  leg. 
There  has  been  no  pain  or  itching  since  the  28th.  I  now  omitted  the 
wine,  and  substituted  tr.  sulphat.  quinin. 

Feb.  1st. — The  redness  has  extended  over  the  nose,  and  there  is  a 
large  patch  of  inflammation  upon  each  side.  Being  costive,  I  prescribed 
a  dose  of  calomel  and  rhubarb. 

2d. — The  medicine  operated  four  or  five  times.  This  morning  she  ap- 
pears brighter.  The  tip  of  the  nose  is  now  free  from  inflammation, 
which  is  extending  up  upon  the  forehead. 

3d. — The  redness  and  swelling  continue  to  extend  upward  and  back- 
ward upon  the  head.  The  whole  lowei'  part  of  the  body  is  now  covered 
with  a  light  rose  blush.  The  left  foot  has  become  slightly  swollen. 
There  is  sordes  upon  the  teeth.    I  applied  mercurial  ointment  to  the  foot. 

4th. — The  eyelids  are  now  much  swollen.  The  nose  is  getting  free 
from  the  rash.    She  still  sleeps  the  most  of  the  time. 
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7th. — She  has  continued  nearly  the  same  up  to  this  time,  drowsy 
and  half  conscious,  but  capable  of  being  roused  without  difficulty.  Does 
not  answer  questions.  This  morning  appears  better.  Pulse  fuller  and 
less  quick.    Skin  of  good  temperature.    Discontinue  the  quinine. 

About  P.  a  sudden  alteration  took  place.  She  began  to  cry 
out,  the  eyes  were  rolled  upwards,  and  the  pupils  very  much  dilated. 
The  pulse  was  now  full,  strong  and  rapid.  Great  heat  of  the  whole  sur- 
face of  the  body. 

Up  to  tliis  time  there  seemed  to  be  some  little  degree  of  uncertainty 
with  regard  to  the  disease.  The  symptoms  were,  as  i  have  stated  them, 
more  those  of  typhoid  fever  than  of  inflammation,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception of  the  absence  of  rose  spots.  There  was  tympanitis  of  the  ab- 
domen, through  nearly  the  whole  course  of  the  disease,  although  the 
bowels  were  kept  sufficiently  free.  There  was  at  first  no  tendency  to 
affect  the  cellular  membrane.  The  inflammation  was  unattended  with 
swelling  until  it  reached  the  forehead  about  the  10th  day.  It  was 
merely  a  rash  or  flush  upon  the  surface  of  the  skin,  and  extended  so 
slowly  that  my  attention  was  no\  called  to  it  until  the  third  day.  It  will 
also  be  observed  that  it  was  attended  with  comparatively  little  local  pain 
or  irritation. 

On  the  8th,  I  found  her  a  little  better,  but  the  eyes  remaining  unna- 
tural, and  the  case  continuing  critical ;  I  requested  consultation  with  Dr. 
Hosmer,  of  Watertown.  His  prognosis  was  favorable,  and  we  agreed 
upon  the  application  of  leeches  to  the  head,  still  continuing  the  cold  wa- 
ter to  the  same  part.  The  other  remedies  consisted  simply  of  Dover's 
powder,  spt.  Mindereri,  he. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  T  found  her  better.  The  leeches  seemed 
to  have  a  beneficial  effect,  and  the  eyes  assumed  a  more  natural  appear- 
ance. The  inflammation  had  now  left  the  head  and  faded  upon  the 
body,  but  upon  the  right  thigh  it  had  become  more  deep-seated,  and 
had  affected  the  cellular  membrane.  The  left  foot  remained  swollen  and 
painful.  Upon  this  part  I  continued  the  application  of  the  mercurial 
ointment.  Since  the  alteration,  or  re-action,  if  it  might  be  called  so, 
the  disease  had  assumed  the  decided  form  of  a  local  disease  with  con- 
stitutional symptoms:  in  other  words,  of  erysipelatous  or  cellular  inflam- 
mation. Thenceforth,  the  progress  was  slow  but  fav'orable,  though,  every 
now  and  then,  giving  some  threats  of  lighting  up  anew.  In  the  foot,  it 
remained  nearly  stationary,  occasionally  evincing  signs  of  pointing,  which 
would  again  disappear. 

Shortly  after  this,  the  left  knee  became  suddenly  swollen,  red  and 
very  painful.  I  immediately  painted  it  over  with  solid  nitrate  of  silver. 
The  application  was  shortly  succeeded  by  intense  pain,  which  subsided 
and  returned  at  intervals  for  several  days.  The  inflammation  did  not 
extend  upon  the  knee,  but  the  slough  formed  by  the  nitrate  became 
more  and  more  elevated,  and  in  the  short  space  of  four  days  was 
ready  to  separate,  and  a  new  skin  appeared  beneath,  perfectly  free  from 
disease. 

The  affection  in  the  foot  now  increased,  pointed,  and  was  opened  by 
a  lancet.    1  kept  it  poulticed  a  few  days,  and  it  healed  up.    The  drow- 
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siness  and  unnatural  appearance  about  the  eyes  went  off  slowly,  so  that  for 
some  time  after  the  consultation,  the  parents  felt  a  dread  of  dropsy  of  the 
brain.  These  symptoms  disappeared,  but  she  had  now  lost  the  power 
of  walking,  and  was  unwilling  to  make  any  attempt  to  bear  her  weight 
upon  her  feet.  Her  bodily  health,  however,  was  good,  and  singularly 
enough,  from  the  time  of  the  change  which  took  place  Feb.  7th,  she 
had  appeared  to  be  gaininir  flesh  and  strength,  even  while  lying  nearly 
motionless,  and  at  times  suffering  much  pain  ;  so  that  she  had  not  now 
the  appearance  of  a  person  who  had  been  sick.  She  was  prevailed 
upon  gradually  to  put  her  feet  to  the  ground,  but  the  first  efforts  she 
made  to  walk  were  awkward  and  ludicrous.  She  gained  steadily,  though 
slowly,  and  soon  became  possessed  of  vigorous  health.  My  last  visit  was 
made  upon  the  9ih  of  March. 

Upon  reading  the  preceding  case,  some  medical  men  would  say  that, 
upon  the  discovery  of  the  local  affection,  mercurials  should  at  once 
have  been  resorted  to,  and  would  have  cut  short  the  disease.  Others, 
that  the  nitrate  of  silver  would  have  checked  its  course  and  limited  its 
duration.  Others  would  prefer  a  preparation  of  iodine,  whilst  others 
would  have  advised  more  recently-discovered  remedies.  Many,  on  the 
contrary,  would  say  that  erysipelas  was  self-limited,  and  must  be  allowed 
to  run  its  own  course. 

The  answer  is  simply  that  a  constitutional  affection  must  be  treated 
as  such.  If  it  assumes  the  form  of  typhoid  fever,  as  such  it  should  be 
treated,  despite  of  age  or  of  an  attendant  local  affection  ;  unless,  indeed, 
the  local  affection  assumes  the  preponderance.  The  application  of  mer- 
curial ointment  over  any  extent  of  surface  is  probably  more  objectiona- 
ble in  children  than  in  adults,  though  it  may  not  produce  salivation.  Ni- 
trate of  silver  often  produces  great  pain,  and  at  any  rate  it  is  considered 
answerable  for  whatever  pain  is  subsequently  felt.  A  similar  objection 
may  be  made  to  iodine.  Nor,  where  there  is  much  constitutional  affec- 
tion, can  we  expect  much  benefit  from  topical  applications.  It  is,  there- 
fore, best  to  employ  only  such  as  are  of  the  most  soothing  character. 
When  the  constitutional  affection  is  checked,  we  may  then  with  advan- 
tage resort  to  topical  remedies. 

I  have  given  this  case  in  detail,  because  I  have  rarely  met  with  a 
similar  one.  In  dispensary  practice  in  Boston,  cases  of  inflammation  of 
the  female  genital  organs  in  children  are  common,  and  sometimes  take 
the  erysipelatous  form.  These  are  easily  accounted  for  by  neglect, 
filth,  and  improper  treatment.  They  yield  readily  to  proper  care  and 
cleanliness.  But,  in  the  case  recorded,  the  parents  were  of  the  higher 
class,  and  cleanliness  had  been  carried  to  the  greatest  extent. 

In  a  dissertation  in  1838,  1  reported  a  severe  case  of  erysipelatous 
inflammation  of  the  genital  organs,  occurring  in  an  elderly  lady.  In 
this,  the  local  affection  produced  intolerable  suffering,  and  it  was  almost 
equally  impossible  to  make  local  applications,  or  to  avoid  it.  A  warm 
application  which  gave  relief  at  one  time,  it  was  necessary  to  abandon 
for  a  cooling  one  ;  then  nothing  cool  could  be  borne,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  resume  the  warm  one.  The  constitutional  disorder  was  of  course 
severe,  but  depended  upon  and  was  in  subjection  to  the  local  one.  I 
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have  no  doubt  that  the  early  application  of  the  nitrate,  would  have  been 
beneficial  in  this  case,  could  she  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  submit  to 
it.  The  affection  finally  terminated  in  cellular  inflammation  of  one 
finder,  the  skin  of  which  came  off  like  the  finger  of  a  glove. 

The  most  frequent  cases  I  met  with  in  Boston,  from  1830  to  1840, 
were  those  of  the  head.  1  generally  found  my  patient,  at  my  first  visit, 
with  a  face  and  whole  head  enormously  swollen,  unable  to  see,  and  suf- 
fering from  intense  pain.  The  constitutional  symptoms  were  severe. 
These  cases  generally  yielded  to  antiphlogistic  treatment,  salts,  &ic.,  and 
lotions  of  Cologne  or  spirits.  They  were  sudden  in  their  appearance, 
and  of  short  duration.  Cases  of  a  different  character,  generally  trau- 
matic, occasionally  appeared  in  the  Massachusetts  Hospital.  In  France, 
the  hospitals  then  were,  and  probably  are  now,  seldom  free  from  it,  which 
adds  much  to  the  mortality  of  the  patients. 

I  will  briefly  describe  one  more  case.  A  severe  one  of  the  kind  I 
first  mentioned,  which  is  most  frequent  here,  and  similar  to  those  which, 
as  I  stated,  I  had  opportunity  to  observe  on  my  own  person. 

A  young  man  of  about  16,  applied  to  me  in  the  latter  part  of  No- 
vember. A  swelling  had  occurred  upon  the  under  side  of  the  extremity 
of  one  thumb,  the  week  previous.  He  had  continued  to  work  hard, 
and  it  had  now  become  very  painful.  The  skin  of  the  thumb  had  be- 
come enormously  thickened  by  hard  work.  1  advised  at  first  a  bread 
and  milk  poultice,  with  mercurial  ointment,  salts  and  low  diet.  He  kept 
out  a  few  days  longer,  when  he  visited  me  again,  and  I  applied  nitrate 
of  silver.  It  remained  nearly  stationary  a  few  days  longer,  and  then  be- 
came intensely  painful,  the  pain  extending  up  the  arm,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  give  up  work.  ]  opened  the  tumor,  which  contained  matter, 
gave  him  a  pill  of  opium,  calomel  and  antimony,  added  laudanum  to  the 
poultice,  and  prescribed  tr.  sulphat.  quinin.  The  pill  produced  perfect 
relief,  and  his  bodily  health  improved  greatly,  under  the  use  of  the  sul- 
phate of  quinine.  The  under  side  of  the  thumb  remained  stationary,  and 
the  inflammation  showed  no  disposition  to  extend  up  the  thumb  ;  but  a 
swelling  was  forming  under  the  nail,  which  became  intensely  painful. 
He  kept  his  bed  for  about  five  days,  when  the  general  symptoms  had 
so  far  abated  that  he  was  able  to  leave  his  room.  The  inflammation 
proceeded  in  the  cellular  membrane,  below  the  nail  and  skin,  both  of 
which  finally  separated  and  came  off.  At  the  root  of  the  nail  something 
appeared  of  a  pea  shape  and  size,  and  moveable.  This  gradually  grew 
harder,  and  finally  a  similar  membrane  covered  the  place  of  the  nail,  ex- 
tending from  this  substance  and  passing  even  over  the  end  of  the  thumb. 
The  thumb,  though  greatly  emaciated,  began  to  assume  a  natural  appear- 
ance. The  joint  never  became  in  the  slightest  degree  stiff.  The  sul- 
phate of  quinine  was  abandoned  without  my  knowledge,  sooner  than  I 
intended,  by  which  J  think  the  cure  was  retarded.  I  continued  to  see 
him  until  the  '23d  of  February,  when  the  thumb  was  neaily  healed. 

It  is  well  that  in  erysipelas  or  erysipelatous  inflammation,  we  have  a 
variety  of  remedies,  for  different  cases  even  in  the  same  individual  re- 
quire different  treatment.  In  the  early  stage  of  local  inflammation  upon 
the  finger,  before  suppuration  has  taken  place,  mercurial  ointment  ap- 
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pears  useful.  The  affection  will  sometimes  rapidly  disappear  under  its 
use.  When  there  is  any  dis])03it!on  to  spread,  I  have  always  found  the 
nitrate  of  silver  control  it  at  once,  and  elfectually.  Quinine  has  always 
been  beneficial.  ]t  seems,  indeed,  as  if  the  patients  could  not  get  well 
without  it,  at  least  if  the  case  is  one  of  any  dm-ation. 

Of  course  there  are  cases  of  robust,  healthy  persons  who,  by  some 
means,  become  affected  with  erysipelas,  and  these  cases  yield  readily  to 
antiphlogistics  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  emetics,  salts,  and  refrigerant  or  spirituous 
applications.  I  do  not  beHeve  that  we  have  any  cases  which  demand 
the  lancet,  and  I  have  not  found  benefit  from  leeches.  Early  incisions  I 
have  found  to  be  injurious. 

The  nitrate  of  silver,  therefore,  as  a  topical  application,  and  the  sul- 
phate of  quinine  internally,  appear  to  me  to  be  the  most  important  reme- 
dies in  erysipelatous  inflammation.  To  this  treatment  may  be  added,  a 
pill  of  calomel,  opium  and  antimony,  to  relieve  pain,  promote  a  more 
healthy  state  of  the  system,  and  quiet  irritation. 

Newton  Lower  Falls,  March  17,  1851. 


ERUPTIONS  OF  THE  SKIN  DURING  PREGNANCY. 

[Read  at  the  Quarterly  Mcelin<^  of  the  Rhode  Island  Rlediral  tSociety,  by  Dr.  Hiram  Allex, 
and  coiiim'uioicated  by  the  l'ul)lishing  Comniittee.] 

Two  cases  of  disease  of  the  skin  have  recently  occurred  in  my  prac- 
tice, which  were  difierent  from  any  cases  w  hich  I  now  recollect  of  hav- 
ing witnessed  before.  The  first  case  was  a  woi:nan  who  was  between 
eight  and  nine  months  advanced  in  pregnancy,  and  had  been  quite  well 
during  the  whole  time  until  a  few  days  before  1  saw  her.  She  complained 
of  an  excessive  itching  of  the  skin  over  the  system,  attended  with  a  fine 
eruption,  differing  in  appearance  from  ordinary  eruptions.  The  elevations 
of  the  surface  were  fine,  distinct,  of  a  light  brownish  color.  I  pre- 
scribed some  mild  applications  to  allay  the  itching,  but  all  were  unavail- 
ing until  her  delivery,  which  revealed  and  removed  the  cause  of  her  ex- 
ternal disease.  She  was  confined,  as  she  supposed,  a  week  before  her 
time  had  expired,  and  was  delivered  of  a  stillborn  child.  From  its  ap- 
pearance I  should  think  the  child  had  been  dead  three  weeks;  decom- 
position had  begun  to  take  place,  and  the  skin  had  sloughed  off  in  some 
places.  From  the  symptoms,  the  mother  supposed  the  child  must  have 
died  about  three  weeks  previous  to  its  birth.  The  woman  soon  recovered, 
and  all  the  eruption  rapidly  disappeared.  The  disease  of  the  surface  I 
suppose  was  the  efiect  of  nature's  depurating  process  to  rid  the  system  of 
the  intra-uterine  poison,  which  had  been  absorbed. 

I  liave  had  a  similar  case  since.  The  woman  had  an  itching  and 
eruption  of  the  skin,  which  appeared  in  many  respects  similar  to  the 
other  case  ;  but  upon  inquiry  1  found  she  felt  active  motion  of  the 
child.  I  concluded  her  child  must  be  living,  but  the  eruption  indicated 
the  reverse.  At  the  time  of  birth  I  ofiiciated.  The  woman  had  twins. 
One  appeared  to  be  well  and  healthy — the  other,  from  its  decomposed 
state,  had  probably  been  dead  for  several  weeks. 
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MORPHINE  IN  STRANGULATED  HERNIA. 

Tu  the  Eiitor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  recently  met  with  several  cases  of  strangulated  her- 
nia, wliere  reduction  was  effected  by  morphine  so  speedily,  with  so  little 
pain,  and  so  satisfactorily  to  the  patient,  that  [  am  induced  to  give  your 
readers  some  brief  notes  of  them  from  my  note  book. 

In  1841,  I  published  in  the  New  York  Medical  Gazette  several  cases 
of  the  same  nature,  and  since  that  time  more  than  three  fourths  of  the 
cases  of  strangulated  hernia  to  which  I  have  been  called,  were  reduced 
by  giving:  large  doses  of  morphine.  An  old  gentleman,  aged  88,  in 
December  last  was  shovelling  snow  from  the  side-walk,  and  a  hernia  with 
which  he  had  been  affected  many  years  became  strangulated.  He  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  returning  it  without  difficulty,  but  this  time  he  failed, 
and  sent  for  a  physician,  who  tried  all  the  ordinary  means,  such  as  cold 
applied  to  the  part,  nauseating  doses  of  tart,  ant.,  the  taxis,  &ic.  &:c. 
Several  hours  were  spent  in  this  manner,  but  without  avail,  and  I  was 
requested  to  see  him.  I  found  him  with  a  large  inguinal  hernia,  which 
was  tense,  tender,  and  very  hard.'  In  addition,  he  had  hydrocele  of  both 
sides,  which  were  of  large  size.  A  large  dose  of  morphine  was  at  once 
given  him,  with  orders  to  repeat  in  an  hour  if  perfect  ease  was  not  ob- 
tained. Two  hours  afterwards  I  saw  him.  His  hips  had  been  elevated 
according  to  orders  ;  and  1  found  him  in  a  profound  sleep,  from  which  it 
was  difficult  to  arouse  him,  yet  his  hernial  tumor  had  gone  back  sponta- 
neously, and  the  use  of  a  truss  has  since  kept  it  in  its  proper  place. 

A  young  man,  20  years  of  age,  while  lifting  a  heavy  weight,  felt 
something  give  way,  and  a  tumor  formed  at  the  external  orifice  of  the  ab- 
dominal ring.  It  was  very  painful,  tender  and  hard.  A  physician  who 
saw  him  made  use  of  the  taxis,  and  persevered  a  long  time,  but  to  no 
purpose.  He  then  gave  him  a  dose  of  morphine,  and  advised  to  send 
for  me.  The  anodyne  which  had  been  given  procured  some  relief,  but 
the  taxis  was  of  no  avail,  the  parts  being  so  tender  and  painful,  that  it 
was  thought  best  to  desist.  A  full  dose  of  morphine  was  now  adminis- 
tered, and  directions  given  to  elevate  his  legs  and  hips.  He  became 
easy  in  an  hour  and  went  to  sleep.  When  he  aw  oke,  his  troubles  had 
ceased  ;  the  hernia  had  spontaneously  returned. 

Other  cases  might  be  recited,  which  I  have  seen,  or  that  have  occur- 
red in  the  practice  of  my  medical  friends  ;  and  so  striking  has  been  the 
benefit  of  tliis  practice,  that,  v/hen  called  early,  before  inflanimation  and 
adhesions  of  the  sac  have  taken  place,  I  feel  an  almost  certain  confidence 
in  its  efficacy.  The  tedious  routine  of  practice  recommended  by  the 
books,  I  look  upon  as  worse  than  useless,  in  comparison  to  this.  Chloro- 
form is  a  valuable  agent,  no  doubt ;  but  I  have  tried  it  only  in  two  in- 
stances, and  then  with  very  little  hope,  as  opium  had  been  freely  used, 
and  adhesions  to  the  sac  were  found  so  firm  and  extensive,  that  after 
the  operation  of  cutting  down  and  separating  them,  it  was  found  difficult 
to  return  the  bowel  and  omentum  into  the  abdomen.  I  believe  that 
there  is  scarcely  a  case  of  recent  strangulation  which  may  not  be  speedily 
and  easily  reduced  by  a  judicious  use  of  large  doses  of  morphine.  I 
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have  performed  but  one  operation  for  strangulated  hernia,  where  this 
practice  had  been  pursued,  and  failed,  except  where  extensive  adhesions 
existed  to  account  for  the  failure.  That  case  was  one  where  a  large 
quantity  of  faeces  had  been  enclosed  in  the  strangulated  portion,  and  also 
a  knot  of  worms,  rendering  its  return  a  matter  of  great  difficulty,  after  1 
had  performed  the  operation.  There  is  nothing  lost  if  you  fail  in  this 
course.  It  gives  the  patient  great  ease  and  comfort,  frequently  stops  the 
obstinate  vomiting,  and  fits  and  prepares  him  for  the  operation,  if  that  is 
finally  to  be  performed.  The  modus  operandi  of  the  anodyne  practice 
is  clearly  obvious.  When  a  protrusion  of  the  bowel  takes  place,  pain 
and  irritation  at  once  supervene.  Spasm  is  the  next  effect,  and  the 
opening  is  now  much  diminished.  Infiammalion  next  follows.  Ef- 
fusion of  lymph,  and  a  glueing  of  the  protruded  intestine  or  omentum, 
or  both,  to  the  sac,  quickly  follows,  and  prevents  its  return  by  taxis  or 
by  spontaneous  effort.  Morphine  allays  spasm,  relaxes  the  muscles,  and 
allows  its  return  ;  or  it  prevents  the  recurrence  of  effusion  by  allaying 
irritation,  and  by  that  means  prevents  inflammation  developing  itself,  as 
it  would  rapidly  do  were  anodynes  not  exhibited.  The  practice  is  not 
novel,  as  many  writers  on  surgery  reconmiend  opium  in  the  catalogue 
of  remedies  for  strangulated  hernia.  But  no  one,  to  my  knowledge,  has 
made  it  a  prominent  agent,  but  only  as  one  of  secondary  importance. 
I  view  it  as  more  efficient  than  all  other  remedies  together,  and  as  pre- 
ferable because  of  the  several  indications  it  fulfils.  A.  B.  Shipman. 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  March  22,  1851. 


THE  LATE  Dil.  JOSEPH  TORREY. 

[In  the  last  number  of  the  Journal,  mention  was  made  of  a  discourse 
by  Rev.  George  T.  Dole,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  late  Dr.  Tor- 
rey, of  Beverly.  We  now  copy  from  it  a  portion  of  the  sketch  of  Dr. 
T.'s  life.] 

JosKPH  ToiiREY  was  bom  on  the  18th  of  IVlarch,  1768,  in  North  Kil- 
lingly,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.  He  was  a  descendant,  in  the  fifd)  genera- 
tion, from  the  Rev.  Samuel  Torrey,  of  Weymouth,  Mass.,  a  man  of  no 
small  eminence  in  his  day,  who  three  times  preached  the  election  sermon, 
and  who  is  said  to  have  been  offered  the  presidency  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege. His  grandfather  and  great  grandfather  were  also  clergymen,  and 
both  bore  the  name  of  Joseph.  His  father,  also  named  Joseph,  was  a 
farmer  in  Killingly,  and  held  honorable  offices,  both  civil  and  ecclesiasti- 
cal, in  the  community  where  he  resided.  His  maternal  ancestry  were 
not  less  respectable,  and  also  embraced  a  number  of  the  clerical  profes- 
sion. The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  sixth,  and  the  last  survivor, 
of  seven  children.  Attacked,  before  he  had  completed  the  first  year 
of  his  existence,  by  a  common  infantile  disease,  his  constitution  became 
permanendy  impaired.  That  misfortune,  as  doubtless  it  was  regarded,, 
disqualifying  him  for  laborious  pursuits,  probably  led,  as  he  himself  once 
intimated,  to  his  turning  his  thoughts  to  professional  life.  He  commenced 
a  course  of  study,  and  acquired  and  always  retained  enough  of  Latin 
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and  Greek  to  be  of  essential  service  to  him  in  the  technics  of  his  profes- 
sion. But  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  which  so  extensively  ensued 
upon  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  prevented  his  receiving  a  collegiate  edu- 
cation. This  failure,  in  itself  considered,  seems  matter  of  deep  regret ; 
for  he  manifestly  possessed  natural  powers  which  needed  but  the  dis- 
cipline of  a  thorough  college  course,  to  have  enabled  him  to  shine  among 
the  lights  of  his  age.  Yet,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  speculate  on  the 
probable  results  of  a  change  in  past  events,  how  doubtful  whether  a  more 
useful  or  honorable  career  would,  in  fact,  have  been  his,  had  his  name 
found  a  place  on  the  catalogue  of  Yale  or  of  Harvard  !  How  probable 
that  a  constitution  like  his  would  have  utterly  broken  down  under  die 
toils  and  the  confinen^ent  of  a  student's  life  1  Those  same  untoward 
circumstances  which  disappointed  his  hopes  of  a  liberal  education,  per- 
chance gave  to  this  community  the  services  of  a  good  physician,  for  half 
a  century,  in  one  who  otherwise  would  have  pined  amid  college  walls, 
and  filled  an  early  grave. 

Having  acquired  what  was  then  deemed  an  adequate  preliminary  edu- 
cation, he  pursued  the  study  of  ijiedicine  with  a  Dr.  Ainsworth,  of  Pom- 
fret.  There  were  but  three  medical  schools  at  that  time  in  the  country, 
and  comparatively  few^  resorted  to  them.  When  he  had  acquired  so 
much  of  the  Esculapian  art  as  warranted  him  in  commencing  indepen- 
dent practice,  he  was  advised  to  visit  the  town  of  Mansfield,  Ct.,  and 
actually  set  out  for  that  place,  intending,  should  he  find  the  prospect 
favorable,  to  establish  himself  there.  On  that  journey  an  incident  oc- 
curred which  shows  how  trivial  an  event  may  change  the  whole  course 
and  complexion  of  a  person's  life.  As  he  journeyed  on  horseback,  a 
shoe  became  loosened  or  lost  from  his  horse's  foot,  and  stopping  at  a 
blacksmith's  shop  to  have  it  replaced,  he  stepped  into  a  public  house, 
hard  by,  while  it  was  done.  There  he  found  a  man  from  the  northern 
part  of  this  County,  who  told  him  that  there  was  an  opening  for  a  phy- 
sician in  Rowley,  and  gave  so  llivorable  a  representation  of  die  field  that 
the  doctor  decided  on  the  spot  to  go  there,  and  not  to  Mansfield. 
Mounting  again,  he  turned  his  horse  homeward.  His  parents,  surprised 
at  his  speedy  return,  soon  fell  in  with  his  new  design,  and  having  made 
the  necessary  arrangements  he  set  off  for  Massachusetts  some  time  in 
the  year  1793,  with  his  saddle-bags,  a  small  sum  of  money,  an  order 
for  a  few  dollars  worth  of  medicine  on  a  Salem  apothecary,  and  his  fa- 
ther's blessing.  He  bore  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  Rev.  Manasseh 
Cutler,  LL.L).,  of  Hamilton,  who  himself  originated  in  Killingly.  Dr. 
C.  gave  him  a  letter  to  the  late  Dr.  Manning  of  Ipswich,  who  intio- 
duced  him  to  the  people  of  Rowley.  And  there  he  opened  his  office 
and  found  immediate  employment. 

Nor  was  it  for  this  location,  alone,  so  distant  from  the  place  of  settle- 
ment which  he  had  contemplated,  that  he  was  indebted  to  the  incident 
of  the  horse-shoe.  The  learned  Dr.  Cuder  had  a  daughter,  with  whom 
that  letter  of  introduction  made  him  acquainted,  and  to  whom,  about  a 
year  afterward,  the  young  physician  was  united  in  marriage.  The  union 
thus  formed,  and  continued  much  beyond  the  ordinary  term  of  connubial 
life,  was  throughout  eminently  happy.    And  when  that  once-cherished 
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form  Iiad  been  for  more  than  twelve  years  bidden  in  tbe  grave,  and  be 
had  reached  an  age  when  the  flame  of  youthful  affection  seems,  too 
often,  to  have  become  entirely  quenched,  be  never  alluded  to  her  except 
in  the  most  tenderly  expressive  terms.  Two  children  were  born  to 
them  while  resident  in  Rowley — a  daughter,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  a 
son,  who  in  the  fifth  generation  inherits,  but  as  he  is  here  present,  I  may 
not  say  how  adorns,  tbe  scriptural  and  time-hallowed  family  name  of 
Joseph. 

A  wider  and  more  inviting  field  opening.  Dr.  Torrey  removed  to 
South  Dan  vers  in  1799.  There  he  received  a  liberal  patronage,  from 
the  first.  But  as  he  became  better  known,  the  public  confidence,  which 
has  been  said  to  be  always  "  a  plant  of  slow  growth,"  was  constantly 
augmented,  his  practice  increased,  and  became  more  lucrative  with  each 
succeeding  year.  One  indication  of  the  estimation  in  which  he  early  be- 
gan to  be  held  in  this  region,  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  he  was  selected, 
very  soon  after  bis  removal  to  Danvers,  in  connection  with  several  of 
the  leading  physicians  of  the  county,  for  a  rather  unique  and  highly 
responsible  professional  duty  in  a  neigiiboring  town.  The  circumstances 
Were  these  : — Jenner's  great  discovery  was  beginning  to  be  known, 
though  comparatively  little  understood  or  applied,  in  this  country.  Dr. 
Story,  of  Marblehead,  the  father  of  the  late  Chief  Justice,  had  sent  to 
England  for  some  of  the  vaccine  virus.  From  a  combination  of  cir- 
cun:istances,  which  I  need  not  relate,  a  mistake  was  made,  and  plentiful 
supply  of  matter  received  which  had  been  obtained  from  the  arm  of  a 
man  inoculated  with  smallpox.  Dr.  Story,  nothing  doubting,  made  free 
use  of  this  matter  among  the  families  of  Marblehead,  and  the  necessary 
consequences  soon  appeared  !  The  town  authorities  took  vigorous  mea- 
sures for  public  safety.  A  cordon  sajiitaire  was  drawn  around  the 
place,  and  Drs.  Treadwell  of  Salem,  Gardiner  of  Lynn,  Manning  of 
Ipswich,  and  Torrey,  were  appointed  to  take  up  a  temporary  residence 
in  Marblehead,  as  associates  of  Djs.  Story  and  Drury,  and  carry  the 
population  through  the  distresses  and  the  dangers  of  tliat  dreadful  dis- 
ease. In  the  discharge  of  this,  by  no  means  enviable  duty.  Dr.  T.  was 
engaged  many  weeks,  acquitting  himself  to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  and 
receiving  a  liberal  compensation  for  his  services.  Now,  thanks  to  a 
merciful  providence,  such  a  visitation  is  no  longer  to  be  feared.  And  let 
it  not  be  forgotten,  that  to  a  physician  belongs  the  honor  of  a  discovery 
that  has  stripped,  what  was  once  one  of  the  direst  scourges  of  humanity, 
of  almost  all  its  terrors. 

About  the  year  1805,  Dr.  Torrey  took  up  his  residence  just  within 
the  limits  of  Salem,  and  some  ten  years  later  removed  to  the  central 
parts  of  that  town,  where  his  practice  became  as  extensive  as  that  of 
any  physician  in  the  place.  While  resident  there  he  was  several  years 
chosen  representative  to  the  Massachusetts  Legislature. 

When  about  40  years  of  age.  Dr.  Torrey  ruptured  a  bloodvessel,  and 
was  for  some  time  laid  aside  from  his  professional  labors,  with  little 
hope  of  recovery.  He  at  that  time  became  the  patient  of  the  since 
celebrated  Dr.  Mussey,  then  resident  in  Salem.  By  the  blessing  of  God, 
he  was  restored  and  spared^for  more  than  forty  years  more  of  active  use- 
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fulness.  This  illness,  and  an  occasional  brief  visit  to  his  old  home  and 
friends  in  Connecticut,  were  almost  the  only  interruptions  of  laborious 
professional  duty  for  more  than  forty  years. 

In  1836,  being  nearly  70  years  of  age,  he  undertook  a  journey  to 
Michigan,  accompanied  by  his  wife.  On  their  return  they  took  the  home 
of  their  oldest  son  in  their  way,  but  his  beloved  companion  was  to  accom- 
pany him  in  that  journey — in  the  journey  of  life — no  farther.  The 
short  sojourn  in  Michigan,  instead  of  relieving,  as  had  been  hoped, 
greatly  aggravated  a  chronic  complaint  under  which  Mrs.  T.  had  labored. 
Intermittent  fever  also  set  in,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  she  reach- 
ed Burlington.  There  she  lingered  a  few  weeks,  and  died,  and  her  re- 
mains now^  sleep  in  the  cemetery  of  that  beautiful  town,  ovei'looking  the 
lake,  as  the  spot  where  her  })artner's  remains  have  just  been  deposited, 
looks  out  upon  the  dark  blue  sea.  What  matters  it,  if  their  souls  be 
re-united  ?  Alone  and  mourning,  the  bereaved  husband  returned  to 
Salem,  and  there  lie  continued  to  reside  for  a  few  months.  But  his 
home  had  lost  its  light  and  its  joy.  His  children  were  all  dispersed. 
Some  of  the  infirmities  of  age  were  beginning  to  be  felt,  and  he  decided 
to  remove  to  this  town,  where  he  took  up  his  last  earthly  abode  in  the 
family  of  his  son  Augustus. 

I  need  not  say  to  you,  that  since  his  residence  here,  he  has  been 
ready  to  answer  any  call  for  professional  service,  to  the  full  measure  of 
his  strength.  Nor  was  it  till  within  a  few  weeks  of  his  decease,  that 
his  own  long-gathering  maladies  compelled  him  to  cease  altogether  from 
those  valuable  ministrations  to  the  relief  of  others.  Thus,  it  appears  that 
he  was  in  practice  as  a  physician,  for  the  remarkable  term  of  about  60 
years,  and  during  two  thirds  of  that  time  his  field  of  professional  duty 
was  a  wide  one,  and  his  labors  arduous. 

For  months  previous  to  his  decease,  a  visibly  increasing  weakness 
and  emaciation,  and  a  laborious  cough,  had  made  it  apparent  that  a 
slight  blow  from  Death's  iron  mace  would  be  sufficient  to  shiver  the  frail 
mortal  fabric.  And  yet  there  was  no  very  decided  development  of  dis- 
ease till  some  weeks  since,  when  in  connection  with  extreme  weakness 
and  difficulty  of  respiration,  indications  of  dropsical  affections  appeared. 
From  these  combined  causes,  he  suffered  severe  distress  at  times.  Yet 
he  had  daily  intervals  of  ease,  and  the  last  day  or  two  of  his  life  was 
almost  wholly  painless.  He  recognized  his  son,  who  arrived  from  Ver- 
mont on  Monday  evening,  with  evident  pleasure,  and  though  he  could 
say  but  little,  seemed  to  enjoy  conversation  and  prayer.  It  w^as  sup- 
posed then  that  he  might  survive  several  days.  But  next  morning  it 
was  manifest  that  a  decided  change  had  come  over  him  ;  though  he  was 
still  able,  feebly,  to  respond  to  the  inquiries  of  his  children,  they  felt  that 
his  end  was  at  hand.  He  fell  into  a  kind  of  slumber  and  lay  quietly, 
with  fainter  and  fainter  respirations,  till  at  half  past  4,  P.  M.,  he  ceased 
to  breathe. 

Thoroughly  to  analyze  and  exhibit  Dr.  Torrey's  professional  character, 
would  require  the  hand  of  a  brother.  I  shall  not  attempt  it.  But  on 
the  testimony  of  some  of  his  brethren  who  knev/  him  best,  I  may  say, 
that  he  was  philosophical,  discriminating,  and  judicious  in  medical  mat- 
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ters  ;  tliat  he  had  an  uncornnion  share  of  energy  and  perseverance,  and  what 
miirht,  perhaps,  be  termed  a  happy  audacity,  which  bore  him  successfully 
ihrout^h  many  trying  cases,  from  which  men  of  less  nerve  would  have 
shrunk.  He  did  not  profess  an  extensive  acquaintance  with  surgery  ;  and 
yet  in  some  surgical  operations,  particularly  that  for  hernia,  he  was  emi- 
nently successful.  But,  in  all  the  ordinary  range  of  a  family  physician's 
duties,  he  was  skilful,  it  is  believed,  beyond  the  common  standard  ;  and 
in  one  peculiarly  delicate  and  difticult  department,  he  had  an  expeitness 
unrivalled  in  this  region,  probably  unsurpassed  in  the  Commonwealth. 

While  he  thus  rendered  large  service  to  humanity,  directly  as  a  prac- 
titioner, he  did  something  in  a  more  general  way  for  the  cause  of  medi- 
cal science.  He  contributed  some  valuable  papers  to  the  New  England 
Medical  Joui'nal.  And  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  he  who  first 
suggested  the  idea  of  organizing  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  on 
its  present  basis,  though  Dr.  Treadwell  was  the  principal  conspicuous 
agent  in  effecting  the  object. 


"  VICIOUS  ADVEPv'I'ISEMHiXTS." 

[The  following,  from  an  article  in  the  London  I^ancet,  relates  to  a  nui- 
sance which  exists  in  this  country  as  well  as  in  England.  We  shall  watch 
with  interest  the  success  of  the  plan  here  proposed  for  the  amelioration 
of  the  evil.] 

We  rejoice  to  see  that  a  Society  has  at  length  been  formed  called  the. 

Union  for  the  Discouragement  of  Vicious  Advertisements,"  whose  opera- 
tions are  directed  against  that  filthy  form  of  quackery  and  swindling  w^e 
were  the  first  to  denounce  and  expose.  Much  good  must  result  from 
the  direction  of  the  lay  public  to  this  form  of  moral  contamination.  The 
address  of  the  new  Society,  which  lies  before  us,  shows  that  its  origina- 
tors are  perfectly  conversant  w^ith  the  tricks  of  the  fellows  they  design 
to  unmask.  Of  the  malady  which  rages  throughout  the  vile  brood  of 
obscene  publications,  the  prospectus  of  the  "  Union  "  is  perfectly  right 
in  stating — "  That  the  actual  existence  of  this  infirmity  (impotence)  is 
most  rare  ;  medical  men  scarcely  ever  meet  with  it,  and  w  hen  they  do, 
it  has  not  its  origin  in  youthful  errors,  as  insinuated,  but  they  state  that 
patients  ivhose  minds  are  unhinged  by  the  horrible  idea  of  being  thus 
afflicted,  come  before  them  daily."  This  idea  is  wholly  due  to  the  per- 
nicious famiharity  of  their  minds  with  the  titles  of  infamous  books. 

The  prospectus  of  the  "  Union  "  contains  a  calculation  of  the  amount 
expended  in  advertising  three  of  these  obscenities  in  "  sealed  envelopes." 
Taking  only  thiee  of  the  books,  it  is  coniputed  that — 

3  advertisements  in  9  daily  papers  cost  at  least  £3780  per  annum. 

Ditto  in  20  weekly  do.  1400 
Ditto  in  2*20  provincial  weeklies.,  15400  " 


£20,080  ! 

We  learn  from  the  same  source  that  the  country  newspaper  proprietors 
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allow  the  vagabond  class  alluded  to  "  to  enter  into  contracts  for  the 
insertion  of  their  notices  ;"  and  we  regret  to  find,  that  out  of  all  the 
provincial  papers,  not  more  than  twenty  at  most  exclude  their  adver- 
tisements. We  can  only  say  that,  in  our  opinion,  the  keeping  of  infa- 
mous houses  is  quite  as  respectable  a  mode  of  subsistence  as  that  of 
living  by  the  produce  of  these  infamous  advertisements. 

But  the  cost  of  advertisements  is  only  one  of  the  items  of  expense  in- 
curred by  these  odious  "  firms."  Rents,  printing,  book-binding,  postage, 
agencies,  he,  must  make  up  an  equally  large  sum.  In  our  remoter 
colonies,  Calcutta  and  Sy(hiey,  these  moral  pestilences  are  found  in  full 
vigor.  The  incomes  must  be  immense  to  support  such  expenses,  which 
not  only  admit  of  such  constant  and  gigantic  outlay,  but  of  large  accu- 
mulations of  wealth.  Not  long  since,  a  member  of  one  of  the  vile  firms 
turned  up  as  one  of  the  largest  })roprietors  in  a  great  railway.  Every 
day,  during  the  London  season,  three  or  four  gaudy  carriages  in  the 
style  of  blue  bodies  and  yellow  wheels,  and  with  horses,  coachmen  and 
footmen  to  match,  may  be  seen  flaring  in  the  ring  in  Hyde-park,  con- 
taining the  wives  or  women  of  these  wretches,  and  sometimes  the 
quacks  themselves,  hook-nosed,  bkck-locked,  and  over-done  in  jewellery 
and  dress  of  the  most  extravagant  fashion.  These  quacks  and  their 
progeny  are  capered  along  more  noisily  than  my  lord  duke  or  marquis. 
But  it  is  not  only  in  the  drive  that  these  harpies  and  the  aristocrats  are 
seen  together  ;  we  have  lately  ascertained  that  some  of  the  most  noto- 
rious hells  in  St.  James's  are  presided  over  by  these  fellows,  who  follow 
the  business  of  "  balms  "  and  "  elixirs  "  by  day,  and  dice  by  night. 

The  circular  of  the  "  Union  "  sets  forth  a  fact  relating  to  the 
habits  of  these  vermin  with  which  we  were  well  acquainted,  but  which 
it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  repeat : — 

"  Some  may  suppose  that  a  large  concourse  of  patients  are  attracted 
to  their  houses,  whose  payments  might  compensate  for  losses  in  ad- 
vertising. Such,  however,  is  not  the  case.  Their  doors  have  been 
watched.  Few  go  in  or  out.  There  is  none  of  that  crowd  which  is  a 
morning  nuisance  to  the  neighbors  of  a  successful  medical  man  ;  but  the 
postman  delivers,  almost  hourly,  large  packets  of  letters,  containing  some, 
perhaps,  money,  but  most,  apparently,  the  postage-stamps,  which,  the 
advertisements  inform  us,  may  be  sent  to  pay  for  the  books." 

We  are  told  in  the  advertisements,  that  "  Manhood  "  is  being  translated 
into  five  "  languages,"  so  that  its  authors  are  not  content  with  the  field 
afforded  by  the  mother-country  and  her  forty  colonies,  but  must  needs 
endeavor  to  indoctrinate  other  countries  with  their  abominations. 

There  is,  then,  ample  scope  and  verge  for  the  new  society,  which,  if 
it  but  abate  this  evil,  will  do  society  as  great  a  service  as  that  rendered 
by  a  Howard  or  a  Wilberforce.  The  following  quotation  will  show  the 
plan  proposed  by  the  Society  at  the  present  time,  but  no  doubt  it  is 
intended  to  extend  its  operations  to  more  positive  measures.  After  ex- 
horting every  reader  of  a  newspaper  inserting  these  advertisements  to 
address  a  protest  to  the  editor,  and  dwelling  upon  the  force  of  public  opi- 
nion, the  circular  proceeds  : — 

"  By  simply  sending  your  name  to  be  enrolled  in  the  Union  now 
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iorming  for  the  Discouragement  of  Vicious  Advertisements,  you  will, 
with  no  expenditure  of  money  beyond  a  postage-stamp,  and  little  more 
than  a  stroke  of  your  pen,  assist  materially  with  your  influence  and 
sympathy  a  good  cause.  You  pledge  yourselves  to  no  test  by  so  doing  ; 
you  simply  give  encouragement  to  those  who  are  laboring  with  this  ob- 
ject, by  declaring  your  intention  to  check  a  great  moral  evil,  and  re- 
move from  England  this  foul  blot.  The  expression  of  your  wish  will 
work  its  own  accomplishment." 

The  letters  are  to  be  addressed  to  "J.  Harrison,  New  Inn,  Strand, 
Hon.  Secretary  to  the  Union  for  the  Discouragement  of  Vicious  Adver- 
tisements." If  such  a  Society  really  exist,  and  is  prepared  to  proceed 
in  the  good  work  impressed  upon  its  name  and  title,  we  can  promise  it 
the  hearty  and  energetic  co-operation  of  the  profession. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    APRIL    2,  1851. 


Planetary  and  Celestial  Influence  in  producing  Epidemics. — In  the  New 
York  Mirror  we  find  quite  a  long  letter  from  Dr.  Bowran,  to  Prof  J.  M. 
Smith,  on  the  subject  of  planetary  and  celestial  influences  in  the  produc- 
tion of  epidemics.  How  far  Dr.  Bowran  may  be  correct  in  his  theories, 
we  are  not  able  to  decide,  but  would  recommend  his  letter  to  all  those 
who  may  feel  the  lease  interest  in  the  matter.  The  following  paragraphs 
we  ch"p  from  it,  as  containing  a  fair  sample  of  the  author's  views.    Fie  says, 

"  Every  function  of  the  livin«jf  body  is  simply  a  chemical  operation,  the 
effect  of  magnetic  polarity.  Digestion  is  altogether  a  chemical  process,  by 
which  the  aliment  taken  into  the  stomach  is  broken  down,  and  a  new  for- 
mative arrangement  or  a  separation  of  the  nutritious  matter  is  effected. 
Respiration  of  atmospheric  air  by  the  lungs,  is  only  a  chemical  phenome- 
non, by  which  oxygen  is  introduced  into  the  circulatory  system  of  the 
arteries  and  veins,  and  thus  becomes  commingled  with  every  atom  of  the 
animal  body.  The  circulation  of  the  blood  through  the  heart  and  arteries, 
is  effected  entirely  by  magnetic  polarity.  The  planetary  bodies  of  our  sys- 
tem are  not  more  certainly  carried  around  the  sun  in  their  revolving  course 
by  the  power  of  m.agnetic  gravitation,  than  the  blood  of  the  human  system 
is  moved  in  its  tidal,  wavy  circuit  around  the  body,  by  the  same  attractive 
influence.  Indeed,  every  function  of  the  body  is  simply  a  chemical  phe- 
nomenon, altogether  dependent  upon  the  power  of  magnetism  for  its  per- 
formance. 

"  The  powerful  effect  of  celestial  influences  upon  organic  life  and  dis- 
ease, may  be  shown  by  the  ever  changing  forms  and  degrees  of  intensity 
manifested  by  the  same  complaints  at  different  periods.  We  will  take  for 
illustration,  scarlatina.  Every  one  in  the  least  conversant  with  this  form 
of  disease,  is  aware  that  at  one  time  it  will  assume  the  mildest  aspect,  and 
pass  through  its  development  in  the  human  system  with  scarcely  any  de- 
rangement of  the  functions  of  life.  At  other  times  the  contagious  poison 
will  almost  immediately  strike  down  its  victims  with  sudden  and  inevitable 
death.  The  same  facts  are  witnessed  with  regard  to  the  contagious  typhus, 
smallpox,  and  other  contagious  complaints.    It  must  be  apparent  to  every 
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one  that  these  changes  in  the  character  of  the  same  disease  at  different 
seasons,  must  require  different  plans  of  treatment.  And  the  practitioner 
who  regulates  his  treatment  to  suit  the  ever  changing  forms  and  types  of 
disease,  is  governed  by  principles  of  sound  natural  philosophy;  and  he 
who  attempts  to  treat  the  same  disease  alike  at  all  times,  is  emphatically 
an  empiric." 


Pepper  and  its  Adulterations.— One  would  hardly  suppose,  from  the 
comparative  cheapness  of  this  condiment,  that  there  would  be  any  occasion 
for  adulterating  it.  Yet  it  has  been  proved,  by  the  analysis  of  the  com- 
missioners before  alluded  to,  that  more  than  half  the  pepper  which  is  sold 
in  a  ground  state  is  adulterated.  The  substances  most  commonly  used  for 
the  purpose  are  burnt  crusts  of  bread,  husks  of  mustai d,  pepper  dust,,  the 
sweepings  of  warehouses,  oil  cake,  linseed  meal,  sago,  wheat  and  pea  flour. 
In  43  samples  that  vvere  examined,  all  of  which  were  t^old  us  pure  pepper, 
more  than  half  were  adulterated  with  the  substances  above  mentioned,  in 
various  proportions.  In  this  country,  black  pepper  is  adulterated  with  rye 
flour,  sand,  and  common  cheap  gingers.  It  is  often  the  case,  that  the  pow- 
dered spices  are  sold  for  a  less  sum  than  the  crude  can  be  purchased,  which 
finds  a  ready  explanation  in  the'fact  of  the  ground  material  being  exten- 
sively mixed  vviih  other  cheap  substances.  The  only  sure  way  of  getting 
our  spices,  &c.,  good  and  pure,  is  to  obtain  them  in  their  crude  state,  and 
powder  them  as  wanted  for  use. 


Resignation  of  Dr.  George  Hayward. — It  is  understood  that  Dr.  George 
Hayward  has  tendered  his  resignation,  as  surgeon  to  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  to  the  Board  of  Trustees;  but  whether  it  has  been  ac- 
cepted by  them,  we  have  not  learned.  Dr.  Hayward  has  long  been  con- 
nected with  the  surgical  staff  of  the  Hospital;  a  post  that  he  has  most 
honorably  and  acceptably  filled,  and  his  counsel  and  valuable  aid  will  be 
sensibly  missed.  It  is  v*ith  extreme  regret  that  we  chronicle  the  intelli- 
gence of  his  resignation. 


Suffolk  District  Medical  Society — Dr.  Parkman's  Address. — The  an- 
nual address  before  the  Suffolk  District  Medical  Society  was  delivered  on 
Friday  evening  last,  by  Dr.  Samuel  Parkman.  We  regret  that  the  hall 
was  not  better  filled  ;  there  having  been  but  few  present  except  members 
of  the  profession.  The  address  was  exceedingly  interesting,  and  the  theme 
well  chosen.  It  was  writleji  with  great  care,  and  most  happily  de- 
livered, and,  from  the  marked  attention  of  the  audience,  we  should  judge 
all  were  pleased  with  it.  It  was  our  intention  to  give  a  vsynopsis  of  it, 
but  the  Society  havini?  voted  to  request  a  copy  for  publication,  we  shall 
defer  a  more  particular  notice  till  it  is  published. 


Missachusetts  Medical  Society — Annual  Meeting. — Mr.  Editor, — I  un- 
derstand that  it  is  the  intention  of  "the  Coinmittee  of  Arrangements"  and 
of  the  ''Committee  for  the  procuring  of  Scientific  Papers"  to  offer  great 
attractions  at  the  next  annual  gathering  of  our  venerable  Society.  Rooms 
will  be  provided  for  the  reading  of  medical  and  surgical  papers,  cases,  &;c., 
and  opportunity  offered  for  discus^sions  thereupon.    An  exhibition  of  various 
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new  surgical  instruments,  articles  of  materia  medica,  &:c.,wi11  be  prepared. 
As  the  papers,  of  which  already  a  number  have  been  promised,  will  occupy 
much  tirne,  it  is  proposed  that  all  scientific  meetings  should  be  held  in  a 
different  room  from  that  at  which  the  executive  doings  of  the  Society,  s7/cA 
as  the  annual  alteration  of  by-laws,  expulsion  of  members^  &c.,  are  trans- 
acted. All  tastes  will  be,  in  this  manner,  consulted.  Those  who  choose 
to  discuss  the  well-worn  theme  of  by-laws,  may  have  their  time;  whilst 
those  of  us  who  think  that  the  present  by-laws  are  sufficiently  good,  will 
spend  their  hours  elsewhere.  For  my  own  part,  I  hope  that  for  at  least 
the  next  five  years  every  proposition  to  alter  a  by-law  may  be  indefinitely 
postponed.  However,  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  we  shall  continue  in 
the  old  routine,  or  strike  out  a  new  path,  and  make  the  meetings  really 
valuable  to  all  concerned,  by  their  elevated  tone,  both  at  our  scientific  and 
social  gatherings.  It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a  good  representation  from 
the  east  and  from  the  west,  to  meet  at  the  heart  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  that  next  year  we  shall  go  farther  west,  to  Springfield  or  Northampton. 


Remuneration  of  Medical  Attendants  in  France. — M.  Amedee  Latour, 
editor  of  L'Union  Medicale,  bus  lately  published  a  very  instructive  article 
on  the  above  subject.  From  this  contribution  we  find  that  the  majority  of 
medical  men,  especially  in  the  country,  are  lamentably  paid,  the  principal 
cause  of  this  sad  state  of  things  being  the  unfortunate  practice  of  under- 
selling one  another.  There  are  surgeons  in  the  country  who  will  pay  a 
visit  for  five  pence,  and  even  two  pence  half-penny;  attend  a  midwifery 
case  for  twenty  pence  or  half  a  crown;  set  a  limb  for  ten  pence,  &c.  &c. 
In  Paris  the  evil  is  likewise  very  great,  it  being  well  known  that  some  un- 
scrupulous characters  offer  their  services  underhand  at  a  lower  rate  than 
the  usual  attendant  has  fixed,  that  rate  being  indeed  low  enough,  as  it 
ranges  from  twenty  pence  to  half  a  crown  a  visit,  even  in  Paris. 

At  Toulouse  a  club  was  formed  some  time  ago,  composed  of  a  thousand 
individuals,  who  offered  a  surgeon  one  thousand  francs  (£40)  a  year  to  at- 
tend all  the  members.  He,  being  a  beginner,  accepted  these  miserable 
terms;  seeing  which,  a  professional  brother  went  and  offered  his  services 
for  half  the  sum.  But  the  latter  was  soon  outwitted,  as  a  third  sprang  up 
and  offered  to  do  the  work  for  £10  a  year !  M.  Latour  throws  out  the  idea 
that  a  minimum  should  be  fixed  and  agreed  upon  in  each  locality  ;  but  we 
fear  that  he  did  not  consider  human  frailty  sufficiently  when  he  thought  of 
that  expedient. — Lancet. 


Inunction  in  Scarlatina. — It  will  be  recollected  that  Dr.  Lindsly,  of 
Washington,  published  in  this  Journal,  last  year,  some  account  of  his  suc- 
cessful treatment  of  scarlet  fever  by  the  use  of  bacon,  externally  applied  by 
rubbing.  Dr.  D.  J.  Cain,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  adds  his  testimony  to 
that  of  others,  in  regard  to  the  beneficial  influence  of  oil  or  animal  fat, 
which  was  first  recommended  by  Dr.  Schneeman.  Dr.  Cain  says,  in  the 
Charleston  Medical  Journal,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  editors — 

"I  have  employed  it,  [inunction],  recently  in  three  cases  of  scarlatina — 
two  uncomplicated,  the  third  accompanied  by  strongly  marked  typhoid 
symptoms — with  apparently  happy  results.  1  say  apparently,  because  it 
would  be  premature  to  draw  any  deduction  from  its  use  in  so  small  a 
number  of  cases."  "  In  the  three  cases,  there  was  a  more  rapid  reduction  in 
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the  force  and  frequency  of  the  circulation,  and,  pari  passu,  with  it  modi- 
fication of  the  burning  heat  of  the  skin,  than  in  cases  treated  in  the  or- 
dinary way  ;  the  abatement  in  the  febrile  phenomena  being  attended  by  a 
sensation  of  cooifort.  Indeed,  in  one  case,  so  great  was  the  relief  from 
the  parched  heat  afforded  by  the  inunction,  that  the  patient,  a  black  bOy, 
begged  his  father  to  rub  him  once  or  twice  every  night,  that  is  to  say,  be- 
tween the  time  of  the  last  rubbing  prescribed  at  night  (9  o'clock),  and  the 
first  rubbing  in  the  morning.  All  expressed  themselves  as  not  being  in 
the  slightest  degree  incommoded  by  the  heat  of  the  skin,  if  the  intervals 
between  the  rubbing  was  not  too  long.  A  happy  effect  was  produced  upon 
the  skin  ;  its  temperature,  after  two  days'  use  of  the  lard  or  sweet  oil,  was 
very  pleasant  to  the  hand  of  the  observer.  In  all  it  was  rendered  soft  and 
velvety  (even  in  that  of  the  negro)  ;  and  in  one  of  the  cases,  a  lad  about  17 
years  old,  at  the  Marine  Hospital,  a  very  abundant  crop  of  miliary  vesicles 
(sudamina)  made  its  appearance  on  the  second  day  of  the  rubbing,  covering 
him  from  head  to  foot,  which  symptom  I  considered  as  denoting  the  free 
action  going  on  in  the  skin,  as  proving  that  its  pores  were  completely 
opened. 

"In  none  of  the  three  patients  was  there  discharge  from  the  ear,  abscess, 
diarrhoea,  dysentery,  or  dropsi'cal  swelling.  In  two,  the  urine  was  only 
moderately  red,  and  soon  became  clear;  in  the  third,  it  retained  its  ordi- 
nary pale  color.  Desquamation  was  so  slight,  that  it  did  not  amount  to 
more  than  a  slight  furfuraceous  exfoliation. 

"  The  fat  or  oil  (for  I  have  used  both  animal  and  vegetable),  seems  to  me 
to  exert  a  powerfully  sedative  influence  primarily  on  the  cutaneous  sur- 
face, relaxing  its  textures,  opening  its  pores,  and  subduing  phlogosis  ; 
thus  restoring  the  function  to  this  important  organ,  the  interruption  to 
which  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  source  of  the  formidable  train  of 
sequelae,  so  often  noticed,  such  as  congestion  of  the  kidneys,  accompanied 
by  albuminous  urine,  and  giving  rise  to  dropsical  collections  ;  that  of  the 
bowels  causing  diarrhcea,  dysentery,  &c,.  ;  the  susceptibility  to  atmos- 
pheric vicissitudes,  the  formation  of  abscesses,  &c.  The  secondary  effect 
is  on  the  nervous  system,  allaying  the  high  excitement  induced  in  it  by 
the  cutaneous  inflammation,  &c. 

"  It  is  understood  that  I  am  only  speaking  of  inunction  as,  at  best,  the  base 
of  the  treatment ;  other  means  must  not  be  omitted  ;  especially  in  scarla- 
tina maligna,  as  every  physician  is  aware,  must  the  powers  of  the  system 
be  kept  up  by  tonics,  stimulants,  «S?c. 


Wimiebago  County  (111.)  Medical  Society. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons  of  this  County,  at  Rockford,on  the  30th  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1851,  pursuant  to  former  notice,  it  was  resolved  to  form  a  County  Med. 
Society.  After  the  appointment  and  report  of  a  committee,  a  constitution, 
by-laws,  and  code  of  medical  ethics  were  adopted.  The  Society  is  to  be 
called  the  "Winnebago  County  Medical  Society."  The  officers  are  a  Pre- 
sident, two  Vice  Presidents,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  a  Board  of  Censors. 

It  is  made  auxiliary  to  the  State  Medical  Society,  of  this  State.  It  is 
to  hold  its  annual  meetings  at  Rockford,  on  the  first  Tuesdays  of  April  of 
each  year,  and  quarterly  meetings  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  July,  October 
and  January,  at  a  place  to  be  chosen  at  the  previous  meeting,  at  which 
meelinjTS  physicians  of  other  counties  are  invited  to  be  present.  Two  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  are  appointed  at  each  meeting  to  deliver  dissertations 
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at  the  next  meeting;  the  persons  appointed,  and  the  subject  chosen,  by  the 
President.  Dr.  Andrews  was  appointed  to  speak  on  typhoid  fever,  aiid 
Dr.  Anries  on  contagion.  The  President  is  also  to  deliver  an  address  at 
each  annual  meeting. 

The  officers  elected  were  as  follows  : — Dr.  Wm.  Lyman,  President ; 
Drs.  Lucius  Clark  and  A.  E.  Ames,  Vice  Presidents  ;  Dr.  J.  Blount,  Sec- 
retary ;  Dr.  N.  S.  Andrews,  Treasurer;  and  Drs.  Charles  Richings,  G. 
P.  Ranson,  and  S.  Clark,  the  Board  of  Censors.  Adjourned  till  the  first 
day  of  April,  at  Rockford,  III. — North-Western  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


Charitable  Bequests. — On  another  page  of  to-day's  Journal  will  be  found 
an  account  of  the  munificent  bequests  of  the  late  Dr.  Howe,  of  Billerica 
The  following  similar  act,  though  not  by  a  medical  man,  may  be  appro- 
priately recorded  in  our  pages,  on  account  of  a  deserving  medical  institu- 
tion being  made  a  recipient  of  part  of  the  testator's  bounty.  The  account 
is  taken  from  the  Boston  Transcript.  The  frequent  occurrence,  of  late,  of 
such  instances  of  liberality,  is  creditable  to  our  country  and  to  our  race  : — 

"  We  learn  from  the  Post,  that  Abiel  Chandler,  late  of  the  firm  of 
Chandler,  Howard,  &  Co.,  who  died  on  the  22d  inst.,  at  Walpole,  N.  H., 
has  left  by  will  S50,000  to  Dartmouth  College,  to  establish  a  school  of  in- 
struction in  the  practical  and  useful  arts  of  life.  He  constitutes  a  board 
of  visiters,  consisting  of  two  persons,  who  shall  hold  office  during  life  ; 
and  he  appoints  his  executors,  Jon  J.  Dixwell  and  Francis  B.  Hayes,  Esqs. 
of  Boston,  the  first  board  of  visiters,  with  the  power  of  appointing  their 
successors.  He  has  also  given  S1600  to  the  New  Hampshire  Asylum 
for  the  Insane,  and  made  many  devises  and  bequests  to  his  relatives  and 
friends.  The  New  Hampshire  Asylum  for  the  Insane  is  made  residuary 
legatee.    Mr.  C.  was  a  native  of  Concord,  N.  H." 


Medical  Miscellany. — McFadden,the  Philadelphia  druggist,  convicted  of 
manslaughter  by  causing  the  death  of  a  young  woman  by  administering 
morphine  through  a  mistake,  has  been  sentenced  to  three  months  imprison- 
ment in  the  penitentiary. — We  learn,  says  the  Medical  Examiner,  that 
Prof.  Horner,  of  the  University  of  Pa.,  has,  in  a  recent  dissection,  distinctly 
seen  the  Pleicro-CEsopkageal  and  Broncho-CEsophageal  Muscles,  as  described 
by  Prof.  Hyrtl,  of  Vienna. 


To  CoRRESPovDENTS. — Dr.  Still well's  paper  oti Telanus,  and  Dr.  Cleaveland's  on  Amenorrhoea, 
have  been  received. 


Married,— In  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  E.  H.  Dixon,  of  this  city,  to  Mrs.  S.  W.  Seaver,  of 
Brooklyn. 


Died, — In  Benicia,  Dr.  Hammond,  of  the  United  States  Army. — In  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  Dr. 
Elihu  Ely,  70  years  of  age. — In  Seabrook,  N.  H.,  Dr.  Edward  Dearborn,  75  years.  He  has  left 
^3,000  for  a  Female  Seminary  at  S.,  and  ^1,000  for  the  Congregational  Society. 


Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Saturday  noon,  March  29,  74. — IMales,  33 — females,  41' 
Accidental,  3 — anaemia,  1 — disease  of  the  bowels,  ] — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  4 — disease  of  the 
brain,  2 — consumption,  7 — convulsions,  4 — croup,  1 — debility,  2 — flysentery,  2 — dropsv,  1 — dropsy 
of  the  brain,  5 — erysipelas,  1 — 13'phus  fever,  2 — lung  fever,  4 — rheumatic  fever,  1 — disease  of  the 
heart,  3 — hemorrhage,  2 — infantile,  6 — disease  of  the  liver,  1 — measles,  7 — old  age,  3 — pleurisy,  1 
puerperal,  3 — smallpox,  2 — disease  of  the  spine,  1 — unknown,  1. 

Under  5  years,  36 — between  3  and  20  years,  6 — between  20  and  40  years,  19 — between  40  and 
60  vears,  5 — over  GO  years,  8.    Americans,  31  ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  43, 

The  above  includes  7  deaths  at  the  City  Inslitulions. 
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Sale  of  the  Chemical  Apparatus  belongivg  to  the  late  Prof.  Webster. — 
The  various  appliances  of  the  late  Prof.  Webster's  laboratory  were  sold  at 
auction  last  week,  by  Mr.  Leonard,  Tremont  Row.  The  most  notable 
article  in  the  collection  was  a  Magnet  once  owned  by  the  disiinfruished 
French  chemist,  Lavoisier,  who,  it  is  well  known,  was  beheaded  during  the 
^q*eat  French  Revolution.  After  various  fortunes  it  came  into  the  pos- 
session of  Prof.  Webster,  by  whom  it  was  highly  prized.  It  seems  to  have 
been  owned  by  men  who  have  met  with  a  most  unfortunate  end.  It  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  Francis  Alger,  of  South  l^oston,  for  the  trifling  sum  of 
S5  25.  Its  rare  history  gives  it  a  value  entirely  beyond  any  intrinsic  virtue. 
At  the  auction  of  Professor  Webster's  Library,  previous  to  the  above,  his 
name  was  erased  from  all  the  books  except  one,  and  w^hich  book  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  a  well-known  literary  gentleman  of  this  city,  who  has  one 
of  the  largest  collections  of  autographs  of  any  person  in  the  country,  'i'his 
book  contains  the  Professor's  signature,  written  in  a  bold  and  dashing  man- 
ner. It  escaped  the  detection  of  the  family,  by  one  of  the  leaves  adhering 
to  the  cover. 


Too^h-PuUing  Illustrated. — Before  the  days  of  chlorofonn  and  ether, 
there  was  a  quack  who  advertised  toolh-drawing  without  pain.  The 
patient  was  placed  in  a  chair,  and  the  instrument  applied  to  his  tooth  with 
a  wrench,  followed  by  a  roar  from  the  unpleasantly  surprised  sufferer. 
"  Stop,"  cried  the  dentist,  compose  yourself.  I  told  you  I  would  give  you 
no  pain,  but  I  only  just  gave  you  that  twinge  as  a  specimen  to  show  you 
Cariright's  method  of  operating."  Again  the  instrument  was  applied, 
another  tug,  another  roar.  "  Now  don't  be  impatient,  that  is  Du merge 's 
way  ;  be  seated  and  calm,  you  will  now  be  sensible  of  the  superiority  of  my 
method."  Another  application,  another  tug,  another  roar.  "  Now  pray  be 
quiet,  that  is  Parkinson's  mode,  and  you  don't  like  it,  and  no  wonder." 
By  this  time  the  tooth  hung  by  a  thread :  and  whipping  it  out,  the  operator 
exuliingly  exclaimed,  "That  is  my  mode  of  tooth-drawing  without  pain, 
and  you  are  now  enabled  to  compare  it  with  the  operations  of  Cartright, 
Dumerge  and  Parkinson." 


Mun'ificeyit  Bonations  of  the  late  Dr.  Zadoc  Howe,  of  Billerica. — We 
learn  from  the  Courier,  that  the  late  Dr.  Zadoc  Howe,  of  Billerica,  who 
died  on  the  Sth  ult.,  at  an  advanced  age,  by  his  will,  after  making  various 
donations  to  his  family  and  friends — giving  $3,000  to  the  Bi  le  Society, 
&c. — :eft  the  remainder  of  his  property  to  be  applied  for  the  purpo.se  of 
erecting  and  forever  maintaining  a  high  school  for  the  youth  of  Billerica 
and  its  neighborhood.  During  his  life,  he  had  purchased  a  beautiful  site 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  which  he  handsomely  enclosed  ana  f  r  lamented 
with  trees,  and  now  he  has  directed  that  the  school-house  shall  be  placed 
upon  it,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  £8,000.  He  names  as  the  trustees  of 
the  school,  four  Unitarians,  one  Orthodox  Congregationalist,  one  Biptist, 
and  one  U niversalist.  Dr.  Howe  was  a  distinguished  physician,  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  ;  was  universally  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him,  and  the  good  name  which  he  acquired  during  his  life 
will  ba  forever  perpetuated,  through  his  judicious  and  valuable  bequest  to 
his  townsmen  and  neighbors.  D;.  How3  was  an  occasional  contributor  to 
this  Journal,  and  a  subscriber  from  "the  beginning." 
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MiNF.RAL  Waters. — It  is  not  our  intention  to  give  any  detailed  account 
of  these,  or  of  the  appropriateness  of  some  or  all  of  them  for  the  cure 
of  a  variety  of  diseases.  We  would  desire,  however,  to  take  this  op- 
portunity of  combating  the  fond  prejudice  of  some  persons,  that  the  com- 
position of  natural  mineral  waters  is  (as  regards  our  use  of  them  as  the- 
rapeutic agents)  as  happy  as  it  possibly  could  be.  Far  from  this  being 
the  case,  we  believe  there  is  not  one  mineral  water,  whether  of  this,  or 
of  foreign  countries,  which  (as  regards  the  treatment  of  disease)  art 
might  not  compound  better  than  nature  has,  by  suggesting  a  diminution 
of  some  ingredients,  an  increase  of  others.  In  a  medicinal  point  of  view, 
for  example,  we  have  to  regret  the  very  sparing  distribution  of  the 
iodides,  bromides,  and  fluorides  of  sodium  and  calcium. 

England  is  rather  fortunate  in  the  variety  and  efficiency  of  its  mine- 
ral waters.  It  possesses  a  simple  saline  spring  in  Epsom,  a  cold  car- 
bonated chalybeate  in  Tunbridge,  a  hot  carbonated  chalybeate  in  Bath, 
a  saline  chalybeate  in  Cheltenham  and  Scarborough,  a  sulphuric  chaly- 
beate in  Hartfell,  a  cold  sulphureous  in  Harrogate,  and  Moffat  (in  Scot- 
land), simple  cold  and  very  pure  springs  in  Malvern  and  Holywell,  sim- 
ple thermal  springs  in  Bristol,  Buxton  and  Matlock. 

We  shall  very  briefly  notice  some  of  the  applications  of  the  chief 
mineral  waters. 

Sulphureous  luaters,  whether  employed  externally  or  internally,  are 
stimulant  d.nd  alterative,  and  are  indicated  in  dartrous  affections  ;  in  ec- 
zema and  chronic  impetigo  ;  in  psoriasis  ;  lepra  vulgaris  ;  prurigo,  &;c.  ; 
in  chronic  rheumatism,  gout,  and  in  anchyloses.  They  are  also  recom- 
mended by  some  in  chronic  catarrhs,  and  in  engorgements,  simple  or  stru- 
mous, of  the  lymphatic  glands ;  but  we  have  not  found  their  efficacy  so 
marked  in  these  last  cases.  They  are  of  vast  benefit  in  cases  of  wounds, 
more  especially  fiom  gun-shots. 

Chahjheate  waters  are  specific  in  chlorosis,  in  anaemia,  in  atonic  mu- 
cous discharges,  such  as  leucorrhcea  and  blenorrhagia ;  in  neuralgies  not 
depending  on  plethora  or  inflammation,  but  on  debility,  &c. 

Saline  mineral  waters  are  those  which  are  only  very  slightly  or  not  at 
10 
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all  sulphureous,  chalybeate,  alkaline  or  acidulous,  but  contain  a  greater 
or  less  proportion  of  neutral  purgative  salts.  The  waters  heavily  charged 
with  these  salts  act  purgatively  ;  those  less  charged  have  a  diuretic  action. 

Saline  waters  are  indicated  in  engorgements  of  the  abdominal  organs, 
more  especially  of  the  liver;  in  jaundice,  not  depending  on  mechanical 
obstruction  ;  in  hyperaemic  states  of  the  stomachic,  duodenal,  and  intesti- 
nal mucous  membranes  ;  in  states  of  systemic  plethora.  On  the  Conti- 
nent they  are  employed  against  biliary  calculi,  in  vesical  catarrh,  and  in 
suppression  of  the  menses  ;  but  1  do  not  much,  or  often,  rely  on  them 
in  these  cases.  iJ^o^ternally,  in  general  baths,  or  local  effusion  or  fomen- 
tation, saline  waters  are  of  great  efficacy  in  dry  cutaneous  eruptions,  in 
lichen,  prurigo,  chronic  eczema  ;  they  are  also  useful  in  removing  the 
thick  incrustations  of  impetigo  figurata.  They  work  often  wonderful 
effects  in  chronic  rheumatism,  in  affections  of  the  articulations,  and  in 
contractions  of  the  muscles. 

Alkaline  waters,  or  those  that  abound  in  the  bicarbonate  of  soda  or 
potass,  are  of  great  benefit  in  two  sets  of  cases — viz.,  those  in  which 
uric  acid  is  formed  in  excess,  and  in  the  allied  derangement — gout.  Un- 
der their  use.  the  acidity  of  the'urine  is  moderated,  and  the  renal  irrita- 
tion depending  on  that  condition  of  the  secretion  is  relieved.  In  gout 
there  usually  exists  a  preternaturally  acid  state  of  the  secretions  of  the 
prima,  vice,  perhaps  even  of  the  blood  itself  The  alkaline  waters  cor- 
rect this  morbid  and  irritating  condition,  to  the  sensible  relief  of  the 
patient.  A  similar  acid  state  of  the  secretions  of  the  stomach,  duode- 
num and  intestines  is  a  frequent  cause  of  severe  dyspepsia  and  almost 
intolerable  spasm  and  griping  in  the  jejunum  and  colon.  A  course  of 
alkaline  waters  brings  relief  in  such  cases. 

In  treating  of  mineral  waters,  it  may  seem  out  of  place  to  refer  to 
distilled  water,  but  I  cannot  forbear  here  adverting  to  the  occasional  re- 
markable benefit  derived  from  this  means.  It  will  be  known  to  some 
of  our  readers  that  the  late  Dr.  Prout  often  prescribed  it,  and  in  two  or 
three  cases  which  the  writer  attended  along  with  that  distinguished  phy- 
sician, and  in  which  distilled  water  was  habitually  employed  at  Dr.  Front's 
suggestion,  good  effects  followed.  In  one  case,  threatened  saccharine 
diabetes  seemed  to  be  averted.  The  writer  has  recommended  the  use 
of  distilled  water,  with  benefit,  in  cases  of  fjetid  halitus  from  the  skin,  ac- 
companied with  a  dirty  and  greasy  condition  of  that  tegument.  It  can- 
not be  doubted,  that  as  a  deobstruent  agent,  and  one  peculiarly  fitted 
to  eliminate  foreign  matters  from  the  blood,  none  can  excel  distilled 
water. 

Moschus. — Musk  is  an  antispasmodic  not  much  to  be  relied  on.  It  is 
said  to  be  aphrodisiac  and  hypnotic  ;  but  this  is  doubtful.  Without  ad- 
verting to  its  employment  in  other  circumstances,  we  confine  ourselves 
to  remark,  that  we  have  conjoined  it,  with  some  seeming  advantage,  to 
the  bitter  tonics  in  hysteric  cases  ;  but  we  are  far  from  being  certain 
that  the  resulting  improvement  was  not  due  altogether  to  the  tonic  ac- 
companiment. 

Myrrh  acts  as  a  mild  aromatic  stimulant  of  the  digestive  process,  but 
is  seldom  given  sepmtely. 
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Naphtha,  or,  as  it  is  called  in  France,  napthaline,  which  is  a  bicar- 
bonate of  hydrogen,  may  be  employed  in  much  the  same  way  as  cam- 
phor. In  some  spasmodic  cases  it  may  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  hy- 
oscyamus. 

Nicotiana. — Tobacco  cannot  with  propriety  be  passed  over  in  these 
Notices.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  its  abuse  is  a  fertile  source  of 
dyspeptic  derangement.  It  at  first  increases,  but  afterwards  diminishes, 
the  secretion  of  saliva,  as  well  as  of  mucus,  and  I  doubt  not  that  its  pro- 
tracted employment  impairs  the  action  of  even  the  liver  and  pancreas. 
It  not  only  lessens  the  amount  of  the  saliva,  mucus  and  bile  ;  it  also 
makes  them  thinner  in  consistence  than  they  should  be.  It  enfeebles 
digestion  in  another  way — namely,  by  dulling  the  vigor  of  the  pneumo- 
gastric  nerves. 

In  counterpoise  to  these  bad  effects,  it  offers  a  single  advantage. 
With  many  persons  it  acts  a  very  sure,  mild  and  non-exhausting  aperient. 
This  effect  it  no  doubt  produces  by  its  action  on  the  sympathetic  nerve. 

Nostalgia. — While  this  malady  is  partly  of  mental  origin,  and  natu- 
rally to  be  accounted  for  by  separation  from  accustomed  persons  and 
scenes,  yet  no  doubt  the  moral  affection  owes  its  chief  force  to  the  phy- 
sical prostration  caused  by  new  air,  diet  and  habits. 

Pancreas. — To  the  discredit  of  physiology  the  use  of  this  organ  is 
still  unknown.  There  can  be  little  doubt,  that  in  the  digestive  process 
it  plays  an  important  part.  Of  late  years  the  attention  of  anatomists  and 
physiologists  has  been  too  exclusively  engrossed  with  discoveries,  or  al- 
leged discoveries,  of  the  functions  of  the  nervous  system,  some  of  which 
discoveries,  even  if  all  that  is  claimed  for  them  were  true,  would  add  lit- 
tle to  our  previous  knowledge,  or  to  practical  use. 

Q^uassia  amara,  and  Quassia  Simarouba. — Both  these  are  tonics, 
without  either  astringent  or  aperient  properties.  Both  are  useful  in  cases 
of  simple  debility  of  the  digestive  apparatus,  or  of  the  system  generally, 
in  anaemia,  in  intermittent  fevers,  in  spasmodic  vomiting.  The  simarouba 
is  considerably  employed  in  the  West  Indies  against  both  diarrhoea  and 
dysentery.  It  is  alleged  to  moderate  the  griping  and  tenesmus  of  the  latter 
disease,  and,  after  a  time,  to  restore  the  evacuations  to  their  natural  ap- 
pearance and  consistence. 

Rheumatism. — We  shall  not  venture  to  say  that  derangement  of  the 
digestive  organs  ever,  per  se,  brought  on  regular  rheumatism  ;  but  we 
think  it  undoubted  that  such  derangement  often  predisposes  to  the  dis- 
ease, and  gives  effect  to  morbid  causes,  which  would  otherwise  have 
proved  inoperative.  It  is  also  certain  that  periodic  accesses  of  rheuma- 
tism, as  of  gout,  are  preceded  usually  by  very  marked  and  obstinate 
disturbance  of  the  primes  vice.  It  is  not  our  intention  to  discuss  the  na- 
ture and  treatment  of  rheumatism,  because  these  are  quite  apart  from  the 
subjects  of  these  Notices.  We  shall  only,  in  the  briefest  manner,  ad- 
vert to  that  part  of  the  treatment  of  rheumatism,  which  involves  atten- 
tion to  the  digestive  organs. 

Acute  rheumatism,  and  each  fresh  attack  or  aggravation  of  chronic 
rheumatism,  are  usually  preceded  or  accompanied  with  a  sluggish  state 
of  the  bowels,  and  a  diminished  flow  and  altered  quality  of  urine.  The 
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secretions  of,  and  on,  the  mucous  membrane  generally,  are  lessened. 
Hence,  thirst  is  felt,  and  the  tongue  appears  red  and  dry.  The  liver 
acts  imperfectly,  as  is  proved  partly  by  the  torpid  bowels,  partly  by  the 
light  color  of  the  a  1  vine  discharge. 

In  these  circumstances,  pills  composed  of  the  extract  of  rhubarb,  and 
calomel  or  blue  pill,  will  be  found  decidedly  the  most  effective.  With 
these,  hyoscyamus  may  be  given  freely — namely,  in  doses  of  from  ten  to 
twenty,  or  thirty  grains.  After  the  temporary  torpor  of  the  bowels  has 
been  thus  gently  but  effectually  overcome,  the  kidney  requires  attention  ; 
the  uric  acid  with  which  the  system  is  loaded  requires  to  be  eliminated 
by  art.  For  this  purpose  we  usually  order  draughts,  containing  from  two 
to  five  grains  of  nitrate  of  potass,  and  from  ten  to  thirty  minims  of  the 
wine  of  colchicum.  It  is  seldom  that  this  combination  and  this  dose 
does  not  produce  diuresis,  with  marked  relief  of  the  malaise  which  usu- 
ally attends.  ^  would  only  premise,  that  in  recommending  the  above 
dose,  or  any  dose  of  colchicum,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  practitioner 
either  previously  knows  its  effects  on  the  patient,  or  is  prepared  carefully 
to  watch  these. 

All  acids  must  be  avoided,  ai-jd  this  more  especially  by  patients  be- 
yond middle  age.  Acids  act  injuriously  in  several  ways.  They  reduce 
the  temperature  of  the  patient.  Now,  a  deficient  power  of  generating 
animal  fieat  is  one  of  the  principal  symptoms  or  accompaniments  of  rheu- 
matism ;  and  anything,  medicinal  or  dietetic,  that  increases  this  inability, 
is  to  be  shunned.  Acids  check  the  insensible  cutaneous  transpiration 
and  the  renal  secretion,  both  of  which,  in  rheumatism,  should  never  be 
interfered  with.  Some  portion  of  the  acid  or  acids  dietetically  or  medi- 
cinally administered  by  the  mouth,  are  necessarily  absorbed,  and  adds 
to  the  difficulty  the  system  already  has  of  contending  with  superabun- 
dant uric  acid  or  its  constituents,  and  the  unimpeded  elimination  of 
which  ought  to  be  the  chief  object  of  our  care.  I  have  only  to  add  that 
I  have  seen  not  a  {^w  first  attacks  of  rheumatism,  and  still  more  recur-- 
rences  of  it,  due  to  the  use  of  acid  fruit.  I  have  consequently  been 
surprised  to  observe  the  free  use  of  lemon  juice  recommended  in  the 
treatment  of  this  disease.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  last  things  which 
my  own  experience  would  lead  me  to  have  recourse  to.  Considerable 
attention  to  rheumatism  warrants  me  in  recommending,  as  far  before  all 
other  remedial  means,  the  large  and  repeated  use  of  opium,  colchicum 
being  used  in  the  intervals  to  facilitate  the  elimination  of  superabundant 
uric  iicid.— Lancet. 


AMENORRHCEA  [?j 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — At  the  time  1  read  the  case  of  obstructed  menstruation  recorded 
on  page  492  of  the  last  vokmie,  by  Dr.  Weir,  of  Edwardsville,  111.,  1 
purposed  to  contribute  my  mite  in  answer  to  some  of  his  queries,  and 
have  only  delayed  that  1  might  assure  myself  in  regard  to  the  history  of 
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a  former  patient  of  mine,  during  the  last  few  years.  I  will  now  relate 
the  case  in  brief. 

March  23,  1846. — Was  called  to  see  Miss  ,  a  young  lady  aged 

21  years,  when  I  learned  the  following  particulars  of  her  past  history. 
Up  to  the  atre  of  about  fourteen  her  health  was  as  good  as  is  usual  with 
children,  and  she  had  no  serious  disease  that  she  remembers.  At  about 
this  time,  her  form  changed  slightly,  and  her  breasts  became  somewhat 
enlarged — so  that  her  mother,  who  is  a  lady  of  intelligence,  expected 
that  her  menstruation  would  soon  establish  itself  regularly — but  notwithr 
standing  she  gave  her  the  usual  domestic  drinks  to  induce  that  desirable 
result,  she  was  disappointed,  the  health  of  the  daughter  failed,  and 
the  buoyancy  of  spirits,  that  had  marked  her  childhood,  entirely  left  her. 
From  this  time  up  to  the  winter  of  her  21st  year,  she  remained,  in 
form  not  fully  developed,  with  narrow  hips,  slim  chest,  and  her  breasts 
not  more  full  than  is  usual  with  girls  just  previous  to  puberty.  She  was 
pale,  but  not  chlorotic  ;  unable  to  endure  exertion,  desponding  (almost 
gloomy),  and  unwilling  to  unite  with  the  pleasures  of  her  mates.  Life  to 
her  was  productive  of  no  real  pleasure.  During  these  seven  years,  she  had 
taken  nearly  all  of  the  reputed  emmenagogue  medicines,  without  bene- 
fit, but  almost  invariably  was  injured  by  them.  In  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary previous  to  my  being  called,  she  had  visited  a  neighboring  town, 
where  a  physician  kindly  supplied  her  with  tincture  of  cantharides,  blue 
pills,  tincture  of  guaiac,  and  pills  of  iron  and  myrrh.  A  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  these  produced  dysuria,  congestion  of  the  cephalic  vessels,  tur- 
gidity  of  countenance,  and  withal,  severe  uterine  pains,  but  no  secretion 
(apparent)  of  the  menstrual  fluid.  At  my  visit  on  the  23d  of  March, 
these  derangements  had  continued  for  several  days,  and  were  on  the  in- 
crease. On  the  first  of  April,  she  had  recovered  from  the  violence  of 
the  derangements,  but  then  her  lips  and  hands  had  assumed  a  blue  ap- 
pearance, and  hard  tumors  that  were  somewhat  tender  had  formed  around 
the  finger-joints  and  on  the  back  of  the  hands,  that  nearly  rendered 
them  useless. 

Then,  for  the  first  time,  1  was  led  to  suppose  that  the  menstrual  fluid 
was  secreted,  and  afterwards  absorbed  and  thrown  in  the  blood.  From 
the  9th  to  the  15th  of  April,  she  had  this  dark  cerulean  hue  of  the  lips, 
cheeks  and  hands,  when  I  bled  her  freely,  and  it  passed  away.  1  now 
endeavored  to  rouse  the  patient  to  a  more  healthy  and  active  vitality, 
giving  her  an  infusion  of  the  actfe  racemosa,  pills  of  the  oxide  of  silver 
and  extract  of  cicuta — and  also  the  iodo-hydrargyrate  of  potassium  as 
recommended  by  Dr.  Channing — with  such  slight  modifications  as  were 
at  times  demanded.  For  four  or  five  months,  and  at  nearly  regular  inter- 
vals, there  would  appear  cerebral  engorgements,  and  the  blue  tinge  as 
described  above ;  and  each  month  bleeding,  and  bleeding  only,  would 
give  relief  All  this  time  the  general  health  was  improving,  spirits  be- 
coming more  buoyant,  and  the  system  becoming  more  fully  developed  ; 
still  there  was  no  vaginal  discharge,  and  no  deposit  in  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus.  I  could  not  learn  how  the  menstrual  fluid  entered  the  circulation^ 
or  ivhere  it  was  secreted,  if  secreted  it  was.  The  ovaries  were  not  swol 
len  or  tender,  neither  was  the  uterus  enlarged  in  a  perceptible  degree. 
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The  snake-root,  silver  and  iodine  were  continued  until  the  health  be- 
came much  better  than  the  patient  had  enjoyed  for  years,  when  they 
were  discontinued,  and  the  monthly  venesections  were  no  longer  de- 
manded; yet  it  was  not  until  the  autumn  of  1847,  that  the  m  mses  pre- 
sented themselves  per  via  naturali,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  Ion  2;  and  pa- 
Cient  sufferer.  Since  then,  nothing  unusual  has  occurred  ;  the  patient  has 
married,  and  has  borne  one  child. 

True,  this  is  by  no  means  a  parallel  case  to  that  of  Dr.  Weir,  but  it 
may  serve  as  an  answer  to  his  second  inquiry  of,  "  Does  the  catamenial 
secretion  go  on,  and  is  it  absorbed  by  the  womb  ?"  and  it  may  also 
serve  as  a  caution  against  a  too  meddlesome  course  of  treatment ;  and  in- 
duce a  greater  reliance  upon  the  vital  powers  of  the  system  to  repair 
derangements,  if  there  are  no  apparent  obstacles  to  a  favorable  result. 

Respectfully,       C.  H.  Cleaveland. 

Waterbwy,  Vt,,  March  2Sih,  1851. 


NOTES  FOR  A  MEMOIR  ON  THE  PATHOLOGY  OF  DENTO-NEURALGIA. 

BY  A.   C.  CASTLE. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  having,  on  a  former  occasion, 
been  the  medium  for  publishing,  to  the  medical  reading  public,  my 
"  notes  for  a  memoir  on  the  pathology  of  the  teeth,"  with  the  editor's 
permission  1  will  continue  the  subject,  in  the  following  chapters  upon  the 
special  dental  pathology  in  connection  with  the  fifth  and  seventh  pairs 
of  nerves,  the  tenth  pair  and  cervical  nerves  inclusive  ;  to  which  1  shall 
also  add  the  practical  modes  to  be  adopted  for  their  successful  treatment. 

Of  the  numerous  scientific  subdivisions,  into  which  general  pathology, 
aetiology,  he,  have  been  separated,  none  of  them  have  escaped  with  less 
observation,  or  met  with  less  investigation,  than  have  the  special  pa- 
thologies of  the  organs  of  the  ear  and  the  dental  organs,  with  the  remote 
and  obscure  peculiar  phenomena  presented  in  complicated  dento-neural- 
gic  affections.  This  is  not  at  all  surprising,  if  we  for  a  moment  con- 
template, by  what  slow  and  uncertain  stages  the  march  of  irnprov^ement 
in  the  more  demonstrable  arts  and  sciences  has  proceeded.  How  much 
has  been  seemingly  owing  to  the  mere  chance  of  an  idea,  rather  than 
to  a  well-directed  investigation.  How  rarely  a  master  has  arisen  to  em- 
body into  simple  formulas  the  often  complicated  processes  and  obscure 
doctrines  of  those  who  have  preceded  him.  How,  then,  shall  we  be 
surprised  at  the  still  slower  process  of  diving  into,  and  divining,  the  oc- 
cult causes  of  disease  ?  The  limited  knowledge  heretofore  possessed, 
and  the  limited  amount  of  information  hitherto  advanced  upon  neuralgic 
disease,  its  cause,  its  nature,  and  the  treatment  indicated  therein  ;  the 
ever-recurring  attempts,  with  a  few  faint  glimmering  views,  to  explain 
the  principles,  without  the  possession  of  a  single  fact  for  a  baseless  fabric 
of  a  theory  as  to  the  real  nature  of  the  morbid  lesions,  or  an  idea  of  the 
remote  and  exciting  causes  superinducing  the  various  forms  and  com- 
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plications  of  neuralgic  affections  ;  these,  so  far  from  throwing  any  light 
upon  this  interesting  subject,  or  affording  any  weight  or  consideration 
for  our  government,  by  which  measures  to  their  treatment  for  their  cure 
are  to  be  adapted,  and  which  we  have  a  rli^ht  to  expect,  have,  on  the 
contrary,  rather  tended  to  render  the  pathology  of  neuralgic  atfections 
still  more  obscure,  and,  in  com.mon  with  phthisis  and  other  chronic  affec- 
tions or  diseases,  added  to  the  opprobrium  upon  medical  science.  It  Is 
true,  that  anatomical,  pathological  and  physiological  science  have  been 
long  zealously  engaged  in  the  investigation  and  elucidation  of  these  afTec- 
tions  ;  but,  unhappily  for  the  sufferer,  and  unfortunately  for  the  medical 
and  dentistlcal  professions,  the  research  has  thus  fir  bidden  defiance  to  all 
the  efforts  and  pathological  science  of  the  medical  philosopher.  Proba- 
bly there  are  few  cases  met  with  by  the  medical  practitioner,  or,  if  any, 
that  occasion  so  much  perplexity,  or  cause  so  much  mortification,  as  do 
these  derangements  of  the  nervous  system,  classed  under  the  general  and 
not  very  precise  term  of  neuralgic  affections. 

It  is  with  the  view  of  adding  to  the  not  very  extensive  stock  of  infor- 
mation at  present  in  the  possession  of  the  medical  profession,  on  this 
subject,  that  I  offer  these  remarks.  It  is  the  object  of  these  papers  to 
stand  the  test  of  scrutiny,  and  to  offer  a  text  that  the  observations  of 
my  professional  brethren  may  be  brought  with  me  to  bear  out  the  truths 
to  which  I  now  call  their  attention,  and  by  their  attention  to  explain  still 
further  many  facts  regarding  dento-neuralglc  disease  ;  cherishing  the  hope 
that  the  pathological  descriptions,  deductions,  illustrations  and  cases 
which  in  the  course  of  my  "  notes  "  J  shall  detail,  will  not  be  found 
either  unacceptable,  uninteresting  or  uninstructlve.  It  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted that  in  the  United  States,  than  which  no  other  country  upon 
the  face  of  the  globe,  offers  so  many  excellent  opportunities,  or  facilities 
so  pre-eminent,  such  advantages  should  be  neglected  for  studying  and 
demonstrating  dental  disease,  disorganization,  and  the  many  remote 
symptomatic  and  sympathetic  affections  and  constitutional  irritations 
dependent  upon  and  superladuced  by  the  abnormal  condition  of  the 
dental  system.  Much  might  have  been  done  in  unravelling  the  hid- 
den mysteries  or  causes  of  dento-neuralgia,  in  Its  idiopathic  character, 
by  the  numerous  dental  practitioners  crowding  every  city  and  filling 
every  village  nook  on  this  wide-spread  continent.  If  this  information, 
so  devoutly  to  be  wished  for,  has  not  been  attained,  the  reason  or 
the  truth  must  be  told.  It  is  because  so  few  dentists  have  received 
a  medical  education,  and  so  many  are  without  education  (in  the  broad 
sense  of  the  term)  altogether.  We  find  all  sorts  of  artlzans,  who,  una- 
ble to  succeed  in  their  legitimate  trades,  as  a  dernier  resort  "  take  up 
dentistry."  We  admit  that  many  of  them,  particularly  jewellers  and 
machinists,  make  excellent  mechanical  dentists,  perhaps  the  best  to  be 
found  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Indeed,  we  know  of  one  or  two  who 
have  arrived  at  eminence,  who  commenced  thirty-five  years  ago  with 
filling  teeth,  and  hav^e  never  done  any  thing  else,  and  know  nothing 
else  but  the  art  of  filling  teeth.  Yet  they  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
community  as  doctors  of  dental  surgery,  and  are  consulted,  and  with 
professional  confidence  give  their  opinion  upon  dento-surgery  and  dental 
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diseases.  The  medical  educated  dentist,  on  the  contrary,  is,  singular  to 
say,  apt  to  run  into  the  other  extreme,  and  view  the  teeth  as  mechanical 
rorei<;n  bodies  only,  and  for  a  time,  till  aroused,  treats  them  mechanically, 
even  to  "argillaceous  toolh-scrapers  "  !  and  "floss  silk  renovators  "  ! 
The  medical  profession  justly  complain  of  that  portion  of  the  clergy 
who  furnish  every  mountebank  charlatan  with  certificates  for  diseases 
cured,  which  had  no  other  existence  than  in  their  own  morbid  fancies. 
So  may  the  educated  medical  dentist  con)plain  that  medical  men  recom- 
mend dentists  to  their  patients,  who  aie  calculated  only  to  carry  out  the 
axiom — ne  sutor  ultra  crepidam.  I  repeat,  that  it  is  much  to  be  regret- 
ted that  whilst  In  the  United  States  the  mechanical  dentist  far  surpasses 
the  skill  of  other  countries,  we  are  so  far  outstripped  by  then)  in  ac- 
curate dental  anatomists,  as  well  as  being  distinguished  for  their  phy- 
siological and  dental  pathological  attainments.  It  is  true  that  in  the 
Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  under  the  auspices  of  the  distin- 
guished Professor — Chapin  A.  Harris,  M.D. — as  well  as  several  other 
schools  germing  into  existence  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  we  have  a 
brighter  ray  of  dental  education  illumining  the  horizon  of  dental  science. 

Nosologists  have  classified  neuralgic  affections  according  to  those 
nerves  supposed  to  be  the  seat  of  pain  :  thus  the  neuralgia  facialis — the 
"  tic  douleureux,"  "  tic  convulsif "  of  the  French,  refers  to  the  infra-orbital 
nerve  of  the  cheek  (which — it  will  be  borne  in  mind — first  gives  off  the 
anterior  nerves  to  the  teeth,  then  emerges  from  the  infra-orbital  foramen 
and  gives  a  widely-spread  plexus  to  the  nose  muscles  and  lips)  ;  neuralgia 
pollicis — the  ischias  nervosum,  or  pain  in  the  branches  of  the  great  sci- 
atic nerve,  and  so  on.  In  contra-distinction  to  this  mode  of  classifica- 
tion, /  have  named  the  affection,  in  this  instance,  from  its  proximate 
cause,  that  peculiar  irritation  of  the  nerves  and  nervous  membranes,  and 
the  morbid  or  excited  state  of  nervous  fluid  infused  (if  you  please)  into, 
or  acted  upon  by  the  diseased  bony  structure,  while  pressed  into  or  tra- 
versing the  capillary  tubuli  of  the  teeth.  If  proofs  be  required  that 
this  irritation  can  and  does  exist  in  the  dental  system,  the  Almighty 
has  blessed  us  with  organs  of  vision  for  every  man  to  see  and  judge  for 
himself.  As  soon  as  this  morbid  dento-nervous  irritation  has  partially 
developed  or  fully  established  itself  in  its  own  locality,  it  is  symptomati- 
cally  or  sympathetically  extended  to  other  and  remote  parts  of  the  sys- 
tem, either  acute  or  subacute  in  its  character.  This  may  be  recognized 
one  of  the  most  essential  rules  of  diagnosis  of  those  rheums  and  other  atics 
without  any  apparent  cause,  dependent  upon,  and  from  a  source  where 
all  the  mischief  has  not  only  been  entirely  overlooked,  but  never  even 
dreamed  of  in  the  "  philosophy  "  of  the  medical  attendant,  and  still 
much  less  known  to  the  dental  practitioner !  In  innumerable  cases 
which  I  could  cite,  the  patients  have  been  subjected  to  the  most  harass- 
ing treatments — narcotics,  stimulants,  sedatives,  irritants  and  counter- 
irritants,  nervines,  carbonates,  acids,  preparations  of  iron,  arsenic,  mer- 
cury, bleeding,  cupping,  leeching — drastic,  alterative  and  aperient  medi- 
cines— cold  baths,  warm  baths,  electricity,  the  knife  and  diviswn  of  the 
nerve  !  Then  homteopathy,  hydropathy,  the  water-cure — then  mes- 
merism and  numerous  other  isms,  clairvoyance  inclusive,  with  all  the  kin- 
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dred  sciences  "  (excepting  microscopy),  have  stepped  in;  and  if  the 
wretched  sufferer  has  been  enabled  to  oiulive  all  these  dreadful  assaults, 
it  has  only  been  to  sink  into  hopeless  melancholy,  the  bitter  resignation 
of  despair.  In  these  cases  the  whole  mystery  of  the  disease  has  been 
entirely  overlooked,  and  the  tortured  individual  has  been  accidentally  !  re- 
lieved from  all  his  troubles  and  from  all  his  pains  by  those  simple  instru- 
ments, the  dentist's  forceps  or  the  extracting  key.  Now  it  is  a  fact  as 
important  and  melancholy  as  it  is  notorious,  that  the  mass  of  medical 
practitioners  never  think  of  examining  the  teeth  of  their  patients.  He- 
reditary predisposition,  wounds,  bruises,  pregnancy,  mental  excitement, 
malaria,  subcutaneous  tubercles,  irritation  of  the  membranes  of  the  spi- 
nal cord,  concretions  in  the  substance  of  the  nerves,  all  sorts  of  causes 
are  sought  after  ;  but  when  do  we  hear  of  a  physician  seeking  for  the 
origin  of  this  affection  in  the  teeth  ?  where,  five  times  out  of  ten,  it 
may  be  found. 

It  will  be  necessary,  so  that  the  reader  may  better  comprehend  the 
subject  of  dento-neuralgia,  to  refer  briefly  to  the  anatomy  and  pathology 
of  the  teeth,  and  I  may  be  permitted  to  repeat  a  former  observation — 
that  if  multiplicity  of  teachers,  boldness  of  speculation,  and  prolundity 
of  theory,  were  all  that  are  necessary  to  illuminate  any  subject  so  that 
the  simplest  understanding  might  comprehend  it,  dental  pathology,  in 
all  its  aspects,  should  stand  as  clearly  revealed  as  the  sun  in  the  hea- 
vens. But  unfortunately,  a  multitude  of  words  does  not  always  enlarge 
the  boundaries  of  knowledge  ;  and  abstract  theories,  however  ingenious, 
are  rarely  more  substantial  than  the  pasteboard  architecture  of  our  child- 
hood ;  and  writers,  generally,  have  been  more  learned  than  accurate, 
more  ingenious  than  practical.  They  have  almost  altogether  overlook- 
ed constitutional  peculiarities  ;  and  whilst  they  have  gone  on  analyzing 
the  teeth,  with  the  greatest  patience,  elaboration  and  ingenuity,  they 
have  left  out  of  view  the  true  pathology  of  the  teeth  and  the  effects  of 
peculiar  constitutional  diathesis,  as  well  as  the  effects  of  mechanical  and 
external  agents  upon  these  organs. 

These  are  not  the  only  great  errors  or  oversight,  thus  expressed  in 
broad  and  general  terms,  that  have  characterized  dental  literature.  Thus 
we  have  had  an  inexplicable  or  unmeaning  pathology,  based  upon  ab- 
stract speculations,  wiihout  any  explanation  of  conditions  in  the  dental 
family,  so  marked  and  adverse,  that  whilst  one  individual  is  enabled  to 
triturate  glass  with  impunity,  another  is  subjected  to  excruciating  agony 
from  the  mere  touch  of  a  quill  tooth-pick. 

1  therefore  claim,  and  here,  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal, would  record  my  right  to  the  priority  of  discovering  and  describing 
dento-neuralgic  disease.  Some  six  years  since  a  few  hints  and  cases  were 
recorded  by  me  in  the  London  Lancet.  1  ask  the  insertion  of  this  })a- 
ragraph,  because  the  dental  is  contra-distinguished  from  the  medical 
profession,  in  the  Vim  pie  fact  that  it  is  an  extra-learned  profession.  A 
medical  educated  man  reads  and  acknowledges  an  original  hint  ;  a  den- 
tist never  does. 

I  have  in  vain  consulted  medical  and  medico-dental  works  upon  den- 
to-neuralgic affections.    Harris's  Dictionary  of  Dental  Science  gives,, 
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from  the  author's  deep  research  amongst  his  most  extensive  library,  the 
chief  opinions  of  different  writers  on  what  the  Professor  teiTns  odontal- 
gia. Mr.  Thomas  Bell  says — "  It  not  unfrequently  happens  that  parts 
the  most  remote  become  the  apparent  seat  of  pain  from  the  exposure 
of  the  nerve  of  a  tooth."  Mr.  Bell  throws  no  more  light  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  then  we  have  the  diagnostic  mark  of  an  exposed  nerve.  Dr. 
Good  says  that  neuralgia  "  is  often  an  idiopathic  affection,  dependent 
upon  a  peculiar  irritation  from  a  cause  we  cannot  easily  trace."  "But," 
continues  Dr.  G.,  "  it  is  more  frequently  a  disease  of  sympathy  pro- 
duced by  pregnancy  or  chronic  rheumatism,  or  acrimony  in  the  sto- 
mach." Dr.  Wood  refers  to  odontalgic  affections,  or  dento-neuralgia, 
but  only  where  the  disease  is  marked  by  pain  in  the  teeth.  My  old 
friend,  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Bond,  Professor  of  Special  Pathology  and  Thera- 
peutics in  the  Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgeons,  in  his  recently- 
published  "  Treatise  on  Dental  Medicine  as  connected  with  the  Study  of 
Dental  Surgery,  A.  D.  1851  "  (a  book,  by-the-bye,  that  should  be  in 
everybody's  hands),  under  the  head  of  neuralgia  pertinently  remarks — 
"  The  term  neuralgia  is  not  precise — but  it  is  sufficient  for  practical  dis- 
tinction." "  It  is  not  certain  w'hether  the  seat  of  the  disease  is  in  the 
neurilemma  or  in  the  nervous  pulp."  [?|  Dr.  Bond  says,  "  In  fact  the 
ultimate  nature  of  the  nerves  is  too  little  known  to  permit  us  to  hazard  an 
opinion  upon  the  subject."  He  then  remarks,  with  much  truth — "  It  will 
be  perceived  at  once  that  the  dentist  must  often  be  called  upon  to  dis- 
criminate between  this  disease  and  ordinary  toothache,  and  unless  he  be 
properly  informed  upon  these  subjects,  he  may  add  to  the  terrible  suffer- 
ings of  his  too  confident  patient."  In  most  cases  the  neuralgia  of  the 
nerves  of  the  jaw,"  he  continues,  "  is  at  first  mistaken  for  toothache, 
and  frequently  ignorant  dentists  have  extracted  tooth  after  tooth,  and 
have  at  last  relinquished  the  patient  to  his  aggravated  suffering."  "  From 
toothache  depending  upon  exposed  nerves,  it  may  be  diognosed  by  the 
evident  centralizing  of  the  pain  in  a  certain  tooth,  by  the  aggravation 
of  it  when  the  tooth  in  fault  is  touched,  and  by  the  positive  evidence  of 
a  cavity  in  the  tooth,  with  an  exquisitely-sensitive  pulp  exposed."  Dr. 
Bond  then  truly  remarks,  that  "  we  must  not  expect  philosophical  defi- 
nitions in  medicine."     He  requires  facts. 

These  are  all  the  facts  to  be  gleaned  on  this  subject,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  one  or  two  published  extraordinary  cases  "  of  neuralgia  cured 
by  the  extraction  of  a  tooth  ! 

It  will  be  my  endeavor  to  show  the  true  pathology  and  symptoms 
of  this  distressing  complaint.  I  offer  these  remarks  to  the  medical  pro- 
fession with  great  deference,  in  the  hope  that  my  unpretending  "  notes  " 
may  be  accepted  as  a  slight  contribution  towards  a  more  accurate  pa- 
thology on  this  branch  of  neuralgic  disease  ;  that  they  may  be  of  some 
value  in  assisting  the  diagnosis  of  the  medical  practitioner.  The  be- 
lief that  the  medical  practitioner  will  award  justice  to  my  remarks,  has  had 
especial  influence  upon  my  mind  in  offering  these  notes,  and  expending 
considerable  money  for  their  illustration.  F^'or  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say,  that  I  have  seen  enough  to  convince  me  that  instances  often  occur 
in  pmctice,  in  which  the  medical  attendants  have  been  placed  in  a  rather 
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uncomfortable  predicament,  in  consequence  either  of  the  want  of 
information,  or  the  contempt  of  a  matter  which  he  may  very  erroneously 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  regarding  as  beneath  his  careful  attention 
or  notice. 


TRAUMATIC  AND  IDIOPATHIC  TETANUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  a7id  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  forward,  for  your  perusal,  a  few  notes  on  cases  of  "Trau- 
matic and  Idiopathic  "  Tetanus,  which  have  fallen  under  my  particular 
attention,  with  some  remarks  upon  the  same,  hoping  they  may  prove 
interesting  to  your  readers. 

The  fact  of  a  singular  and  as  yet  unaccountable  local  tendency  to  this 
disease,  existing  on  this  end  of  Long  Island,  early  forced  itself  upon  my 
notice.  Such  is  the  predisposition  to  "  tetanus,"  that  the  most  trivial 
wound,  and  apparently  worthy  the  application  only  of  a  piece  of  "  court 
plaster,"  or  at  most  a  poultice,  excites  here  the  most  anxious  apprehen- 
sions, and  becomes  the  subject  in  many  cases  of  painful  surgical  inter- 
ference. Nor  is  this  peculiarily  confined  to  the  human  family;  but 
sheep,  swine  and  horses  are  equally  susceptible  to  the  influence.  I  am 
assured  by  farmers,  they  dose  more  young  horses  from  this  cause  alone, 
during  the  emasculating  process,  than  all  others  combined.  This  local 
tendency  is  no  new  idea,  for  in  "  Prime's  History  of  Long  Island  "  the 
same  fact  is  recorded.  Various  causes  have  been  assigned,  but  they  ap- 
pear so  hypothetical  as  to  be  entitled  to  little  notice. 

Every  case  of  "lock  jaw  "  that  has  fallen  under  my  observation,  has 
been  directly  attributable  to  imprudent  exposure  to  a  cold,  and  in  no 
case,  however  severe  or  of  whatever  character  the  wound,  has  any  fearful 
symptoms  supervened  a  proper  care  to  exclude  the  atmosphere  from 
wounds  until  healed ;  but  from  neglect  of  this,  I  have  witnessed  severe 
and  fatal  cases  result -from  a  splinter  thrust  beneath  the  nail,  a  slight  con- 
tusion of  the  finger,  and  from  a  simple  abrasion  of  the  skin  of  the  hand. 
Breeders  of  horses  have  informed  me  that  "  white  frost  often  caused 
lock  jaw  ;"  and  they  are  particularly  vigilant  not  to  allow  a  tired  horse 
to  remain  exposed,  or  colts  to  eat  the  grass  while  the  frost  was  upon  it. 
The  "  rationale  "  is  apparent. 

That  cold  is  an  exciting  cause,  is  also  proved  by  the  medical  reports  of 
army  surgeons.  "Thus  it  is  stated  that  after  the  battle  of  Muskau,  in 
the  midst  of  great  heats,  very  few  of  the  French  troops  were  affected 
with  tetanus  ;  whereas  those  who  were  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Dresden, 
when  the  weather  was  cold  and  wet,  were  decimated  by  this  complaint." 

For  the  proximate  cause  of  death,  I  am  unable  to  account,  but  do  not 
believe,  as  is  generally  supposed,  it  is  attributable  to  the  nerves  of  the 
heart  becoming  implicated. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  anticipate  the  termination,  from  the  nature  of 
the  symptoms.  Spasms  that  would  require  several  men  to  confine  the 
patient  to  the  bed,  have  terminated  favorably  ;  when  a  case  attended  with 
spasms  so  mild  as  to  be  scarce  appreciable,  have  died  when  the  physician 
was  full  of  hope. 
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The  treatment  of  tetanus  is  a  mortifying  subject,  and  whore  all  reme- 
dies are  apt  to  fail,  I  am  diffident  in  recommending  any.  The  aphorism 
of  Hippocrates  is  true  at  tlie  present  day — ''Tetanus,  supervening  upon 
a  wound,  is  fatal  " — notwithstanding  there  is  an  occasional  exception. 
Any  cause  exciting  the  nervous  system,  aggravates  the  symptoms,  as  the 
sympathy  of  anxious  friends,  or  the  presence  of  weeping  relatives.  If 
the  disease  is  traumatic,  interference  with  the  wound  after  the  symptoms 
have  manifested  themselves  is  mischievous,  except  the  case  is  im])erative. 
I  have  been  content  with  applying  anodyne  fomentations  to  the  wound; 
and  if  the  injury  is  in  the  hand  or  foot,  occasionally  placing  it  in  a  warm 
bath.  Chloroform,  in  my  experience,  possesses  this  important  advan- 
tage: — when  tlie  act  of  deglutition  produces  such  severe  spasms  that  an 
abandonment  of  all  food  and  medicine  seems  inevitable,  the  exhibition  of 
this  invaluable  remedy,  for  the  time  being,  overcomes  our  greatest  ob- 
stacle. A  frequent  resort  to  it,  however,  impairs  the  nervous  energies  of 
the  system. 

There  is  manifested  a  remarkable  insusceptibility,  in  this  disease,  to  the 
action  of  medicinal  agents,  directed  to  the  nervous  system.  Inordinate 
doses  of  opium,  morphine,  hydrocyanic  acid,  brandy,  wine,  &z;c.,  have 
been  taken  without  any  apparent  effect.  I  have  administered  one  drachm 
of  tinct.  opii  every  hour,  lor  eight  consecutive  hours,  without  any  symp- 
toms of  narcotism.  The  same  peculiarity  is  observable,  also,  in  regard 
to  galvanism.  A  current  of  the  fluid  that  agitated  a  strongman,  made  no 
impression  on  a  boy  of  14  with  this  disease.  Bloodletting  I  have  aban- 
doned ;  it  apparently  hastened  the  termination.  When  recovery  takes 
place,  it  is  never  from  a  sudden  amelioration  of  all  the  severe  sympitoms, 
but  a  gradual  wearing  away  of  the  disease — the  intervals  between  the 
paroxysms  increasing  until  the  body  recovers  its  normal  condition. 

These  remarks  have  been  made  from  the  observation  of  eleven  cases. 
Several  other  cases  have  presented  themselves  in  the  vicinity,  of  the  treat- 
ment of  which  1  am  ignorant.  Of  these  cases,  three  have  recovered. 
The  first  of  these,  however,  presented  some  peculiarities  on  the  second 
day,  which  somewhat  in)paired  our  confidence  in  the  diagnosis.  The 
consultation  was  unanimous  in  the  opinion  of  "traumatic  tetanus;" 
but  the  character  of  the  spasms  at  times  became  so  capricious  as  to  re- 
semble somewhat  hysteria.  The  recovery  took  place  in  two  weeks, 
with  a  gradual  wearing  away  of  the  spasms.  The  wound  took  on  no 
healing  action  until  the  entire  cessation  of  the  paroxysms. 

The  second  successful  case  was  a  boy  who  run  the  tail  of  a  "  hoise 
shoe  "  into  his  foot.  His  jaws  were  fixed,  the  muscles  of  back,  neck  and 
abdomen  hard,  even  to  resonance.  Treated  with  half  drachm  doses  of 
laudanum  and  turpentine  every  hour  until  strangury,  together  with  tur- 
pentine liniment  to  spine.  On  the  second  day  the  jaws  relaxed — he  was 
able  to  bend  his  body  easily — no  spasms  had  set  in,  and  he  rapidly 
recovered. 

The  third  case  was  an  Irish  boy,  aged  five  years, — wound  from  a 
splinter  beneath  the  toe  nail.  Spasms  frequent,  but  mild  ;  jaws  fixed  ; 
muscles  of  face  contrac  ted  and  drawn  down,  presenting  the  expression, 
*'risus  sardonicus."    Muscles  of  back  rigid  and  unable  to  bend.  For 
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several  days  previous  to  the  development  of  these  symptoms,  his  face  at 
times  presented  an  unnatural  and  semi-idiotic  expression.  His  mother 
threatened  to  punish  him  for  making  faces  at  her,  as  she  supposed. 
Treated  with  large  doses  of  Dover's  powders  and  quinine.  R.  Pulv. 
Dov.  grs.  XXV. ;  sulph.  quinine,  grs.  xv. ;  4  powders.  One  administered 
every  four  hours,  and  a  drachm  of  turpentine  intermediate  hours.  Tur- 
pentine hniment  to  spine.    Recovery  took  place  in  ten  days. 

A  few  weeks  since,  a  case  presented  itself  in  consultation,  which 
closely  approximated  tetanus.  It  resuhed  from  a  contusion  in  the  palm 
of  the  hand.  Fear  of  lock-jaw  had  induced  him  to  have  it  opened. 
Forty-eight  hours  afterwards  the  wound  had  become  painful,  he  was 
seized  with  a  spasm  ;  jaws  fixed  for  a  few  minutes  ;  muscles  of  the  neck 
semi-rigid  and  painful ;  tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  cervical  vertebrae. 
The  hand  was  again  opened  freely,  and  bleeding  invited  by  placing  in 
warm  water.  Ten  grains  Dov.  powder  administered,  and  a  tobacco 
poultice  applied  to  back  of  the  neck.  Recovered  without  a  return  of 
spasm. 

Such  is  the  nervous  excitement  following  a  punctured  wound,  that 
whenever  the  circumstances  permit,  [  invariably  advise  a  temporary 
change  of  residence.  I  am  not  possessed  of  sufficient  statistics  to  draw 
any  reliable  conclusions  as  to  the  benefit  derived  from  this  course — but 
the  effect  upon  the  mind  has  been  salutary.  Horses  are  geneially  killed 
as  soon  as  the  disease  is  developed.  1  have  known  of  but  one  case  of 
recovery  ;  the  creature  was  dragged  to  the  manure  heap,  and  there 
covered,  excepting  the  head,  with  the  warm  fermenting  manure.  Whe- 
ther it  was  the  novel  vapor-bath  or  nature  that  caused  his  recovery,  others 
must  decide.  Yours  truly,  C.  S.  Stilwell,  M.D. 

.S'«^  Harbor,  iV.  Y.,  March  20th,  1851. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    APRIL    9 ,  1851. 


Meetings  for  Medical  Improvement. — One  of  the  great  benefits  arising* 
from  districting-  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Massachusetts,  has  been 
the  frequency  of  meetings  by  the  menribers  for  nrjedical  improvement.  The 
Suffolk  District  Society,  numbering  some  250  members,  hold  their  meet- 
ings once  in  each  month.  At  these  meetings,  pathological  specimens  are 
exhibited,  and  reports  of  the  cases  given  ;  written  communications  upon 
interesting  subjects  connected  with  medicine  are  read  ;  a  retrospect  of  the 
practice  of  members  is  presented,  including  all  cases  that  may  deviate 
from  the  usual  course  and  termination.  Much  discussion  follows,  and 
every  member  has  an  opportunity  of  takinof  part  in  it,  which  is  attended 
with  the  greatest  benefit  to  all  concerned.  We  conceive  there  can  be  no- 
thinof  better  to  draw  out  information  from  members  of  the  profession,  com- 
prising the  results  of  their  observation  and  practice,  than  the  frequency 
of  such  meetings;  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  interest  which  has 
been  manifested  for  the  past  year  in  the  Sufl^olk  Society  will  long  con- 
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tinue.  So  long-  as  it  is  officered  by  g-entlenien  who  take  such  lively  in- 
terest in  its  proceedings,  as  do  those  who  have  thus  far  managed  it,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  its  prosperity. 


A  Simple  Cupping  Instrument. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Suffolk 
District  Medical  Society  for  Medical  Improvement,  Dr.  Gould  exhibited  to 
the  members  a  novel  instrument  for  cupping.  It  was  made  from  a  hol- 
low India-rubber  ball.  One  quite  thick  and  firm  being  selected  for  the 
purpose,  must  be  cut  in  halves,  which  then  forms  two  complete  cups.  In  ap- 
plying one,  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  place  the  concave  surfoce  on  the- 
part  to  be  cupped,  and  press  down  the  centre  to  exhaust  the  air,  after 
which  the  fingers  may  be  taken  off,  and  the  ball  will  be  found  to  adhere, 
and  quite  firmly,  too,  by  means  of  the  vacuum  created.  For  all  the  or- 
dinary purposes  of  cupping,  this  simple  contrivance  will  be  found  most 
effectual,  and  particularly  in  dry  cupping.  It  has  advantages  over  glass 
cups,  eilhrr  with  or  without  the  pump,  and  the  cost  of  a  dozen  of  them 
would  not  exceed  a  dollar;  besides,  there  can  be  no  breakage,  or  liability 
to  get  out  of  order,  nor  is  anything  required  to  exhaust  the  air  from  them, 
save  the  pressure  spoken  of,  when  they  are  applied.  To  the  country  prac- 
titioner, who  cannot  always  have  leeches  at  his  command,  this  simple  and 
cheap  substitute  will  be  most  acceptable.  Dr.  Gould  has  not  entered  it  for 
a  patent,  nor  do  we  think  he  will,  but  gives  it  to  the  profession  as  the  re- 
sult of  an  accidental  discovery.  It  was  suggested  by  a  distinguished  ob- 
stetrician present,  that  the  same  contrivance  on  a  larger  scale  might  be 
made  serviceable  in  certain  cases  in  extracting  the  foetus,  a  la  Simpson. 


External  Application  of  Diuretics  in  Dropsy. — As  external  medication 
is  now  being  made  the  topic  of  much  discussion  in  the  medical  journals, 
it  is  important  that  its  results  in  private  practice  should  be  made  known. 
Our  pages  are  ever  open  for  practical  contributions  upon  this  subject,  and 
we  invite  all  who  have  made  use  of  external  medication  in  dropsies,  to 
write  out  the  results  for  the  Journal.  We  have  tried  the  remedy  in  one 
case,  which  was  perfectly  successful.  A  lady,  aged  45  years,  had  for 
some  months  an  increasing  quantity  of  fluid  accumulating  in  the  abdomi- 
nal cavity,  which  so  distended  it,  that  at  the  time  of  our  first  visit  she  was 
suffering  greatly  from  the  pressure.  The  quantity  of  urine  evacuated,  as 
is  usual  in  such  cases,  was  very  scanty.  After  using  the  common  reme- 
dies without  much  benefit,  we  were  induced  to  try  the  effect  of  external 
medication,  which,  it  affords  us  much  gratification  to  say,  was  attended 
with  the  happiest  results.  Our  formula  was  as  follows: — R.  Tr.  digitalis, 
tr.  scilljE,  tr.  saponis  et  opii,  aa  5ij.;  aqua  ammonia,  oleum  camphorae, 
aa  ;  tr.  cantharides  fort.,  3ij'  M.  This  was  rubbed  freely  into  the 
skin  three  times  a-day.  It  only  required  three  times  the  quantity  above 
mentioned  to  be  used,  before  our  patient  was  well.  It  is  now  four 
months  since  her  recovery,  and  there  has  been  no  return  of  the  disease ; 
our  patient  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  even  belter  health  than  she  has  expe- 
rienced for  many  years  before.  It  might  not  be  as  effectual  a  remedy  in 
every  case ;  but  we  are  inclined  to  believe,  if  there  be  no  organic  disease, 
in  most  cases  the  same  results  would  follow.  At  any  rate,  it  is  worthy  of 
repeated  trials. 
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Select  Medici7ial  Powders. — It  was  the  custom  among  apothecaries  in 
olden  lime,  to  powder  their  own  drutrs,  which  then  could  be  depended  upon 
by  the  physician  ;  but  as  the  demand  for  such  articles  increased,  labor- 
saving  mills  were  substituted  for  the  pestle  and  mortar,  and  hence  the 
drugs  were  sent  out  to  be  ground.  This  innovation  in  the  mode  of  pow- 
dering would  have  done  very  well,  if  the  parties  to  whom  were  entrusted 
the  care  and  labor  of  preparing  the  drugs  had  always  been  competent  and 
honest.  The  wholesale  druggists  who  send  the  crude  drugs  to  mills  to  be 
powdered,  have  not  always  been  particular  enough  in  selecting  the  best 
materials  for  such  purpose.  There  is  much  rhubarb  which  is  corky  and 
•worm-eaten  in  every  chest  that  comes  to  market.  A  bale  of  ipecac,  root 
may  contain  other  roots  and  inert  substances.  Nevertheless,  these  articles 
are  sent  to  be  powdered  in  their  original  packages.  If  any  selection  at  all 
has  been  made  in  these  drugs  before  sending  them  to  be  powdered,  the 
poorer  quality  was  selected  for  the  purpose,  while  the  fair  and  better  por- 
tion was  retained  for  selling  in  its  crude  state.  And  oftentimes  it  has 
been  found  that  these  drugs  are  extensively  adulterated  ;  so  much  so,  that 
no  dependence  could  be  placed  on  their  activity.  We  deem  it  unnecessary 
at  this  time  to  enter  into  the  particulars  of  the  method  of  such  adultera- 
tions, or  of  the  extent  to  which  the  practice  has  been  carried.  Suffice  it 
to  say,  that  it  has  been  done,  and  to  a  very  considerable  degree. 

We  have  lately  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  some  samples  of  pow- 
dered druGS  which  came  from  the  celebrated  establishment  of  Messrs. 
Haskell,  Merrick  &  Bull,  of  New  York  city,  and  must  say,  that  for  the 
beauty  of  style  in  which  they  are  put  up,  together  with  the  evidence  of 
their  purity,  they  exceed  anything  of  the  kind  we  have  seen.  It  is  not 
long  since  this  enterprising  firm  turned  their  attention  to  a  new  method  of 
selection  and  powdering  drugs,  and  we  are  happy  to  learn  that  the  preju- 
dices which  they  had  to  contend  with  in  the  commencement  have  been 
entirely  overcome.  So  long  as  the  medicines  are  furnished  'pure^  and  as 
nicely  prepared  as  the  samples  we  have  seen,  we  can  assure  Messrs.  Has- 
kell &  Co.  that  their  efforts  will  be  appreciated  by  the  profession. 

It  is  our  intention,  soon,  to  speak  of  the  qualities  of  various  drugs,  and 
of  the  extent  to  which  they  may  be  adulterated,  when  it  will  be  our  plea- 
sure to  allude  more  particularly  to  the  merits  of  the  select  powders  above 
referred  to. 


Prophylactic  Treatment  of  Puerperal  Fever. — Dr.  J.  P.  Mettauer,  of 
Virginia,  valuable  communications  from  whom  have  formerly  at  diflTerent 
times  been  communicated  to  this  Journal,  describes,  in  the  Charleston 
Medical  Journal,  a  prophylactic  course  of  treatment  adopted  by  him  in 
puerperal  cases.  He  speaks  first  of  "purging  in  a  few  hours  after  de- 
livery," by  the  following  cathartic  : — R.  Aloes  socot.,gr.  vij.  ;  scam,  alep., 
gr.  v. ;  calomel,  gr.  viij. ;  ipecacuanha,  gr.  j.  ;  water,  s.  q.  Make  the 
mass  into  four  or  five  pills  for  a  dose.  2d.  "  Purging  more  remotely  after 
delivery,"  by  the  following — R.  Aloes  socot.,  jalap  rad.  pulv.,  aa  gr.  viij.; 
colocynth.  pulv.,  gr.  iij. ;  water  q.  s.  Make  into  three  or  four  pills.  From 
one  to  three  to  be  taken  at  a  time.  Or,  R.  Aloes  socot.,  gr.  ij. ;  jalap  pulv., 
gr.  iij.;  rhei  pulv.,  gr.  iv. ;  ipecacuanha,  gr.  j.  ;  water  q.  s.  Make  two 
or  three  for  one  dose.  3d.  "  Purging  in  all  cases  after  delivery."  Under 
this  head  he  remarks — 

'*  This  has  been  my  custom  for  many  years,  believing  that  women  are 
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more  or  less  predisposed  to  puerperal  peritonitis  and  fever,  in  every  case 
after  parturition.  In  twelve  hours  after  delivery  I  invariably  order  a  ca- 
thartic, mihl  or  otherwise,  no  matter  how  favorably  situated  the  case  may 
be  ;  and  I  believe  that  many  cases,  nay,  I  might  with  propriety  say  all, 
have*  been  benefited  by  the  practice  more  or  less.  I  think  it  very  probable 
that  attacks  of  fever  have  been  warded  off  by  it,  when  a  predisposition  to 
the  disease  was  not  suspected.  Certainly  the  practice  greatly  ameliorates 
the  condition  of  the  breasts  during  the  setting  in  and  early  periods  of  lac- 
tation. It  also  guards  patients  against  certain  cutaneous  and  other  irrita- 
tions frequently  consequent  upon  parturition.  I  have  little  doubt  that  it  has 
prevented  phlegmatia  dolens  in  many  instances;  and  I  am  led  to  this  con- 
clusion, from  the  fact,  that  no  cases  of  this  painful  disease  have  occurred  in 
my  practice  since  it  was  adopted.  Patients,  however,  are  often  unwilling 
to  submit  to  it  after  delivery,  when,  as  they  express  it,  they  '  feel  so  well.' 
And,  in  some  cases,  females  entertain  such  a  horror  for  medicine,  that  they 
will  incur  the  danger  of  an  attack  of  puerperal  fever,  rather  than  consent 
to  take  a  cathartic,  when  they  do  not  feel  really  sick." 


Massachusetts  Medical  Society — List  of  Delegates  to  the  American  Med- 
ical Association. — The  subscriber  hereby  gives  notice  that,  according  to  the 
new  by-laws  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  the  ^'•firsf''  meeting 
of  the  Counsellors  will  be  held  at  Worcester,  on  the  dny  preceding  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Society.  Only  tbose  persons  will  be  Counsellors  who 
have  been  chosen  such  by  the  various  District  Societies  si?ice  the  last  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Society.  It  is  earnestly  requested  that  all  the  local 
Secretaries  will  give  immediate  notice  of  election,  in  the  various  districts, 
not  merely  of  the  Counsellors,  but  of  all  the  officers  of  the  Societies  and 
of  delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association.  In  regard  to  the  latter 
class,  there  seems  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  officer  who  should  issue  the 
credentials.  Undoubtedly,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  a  District  Society 
v/ould  be  a  sufficient  voucher;  but  at  the  suggestion  of  various  persons,  the 
subscriber  has  had  a  circular  prepared,  in  the  name  of  the  Parent  Society, 
which  he  will  forward  to  all  whose  names  may  be  officially  forwarded  to 
him,  by  the  local  Secretaries,  as  having  been  elected  delegates. 

Up  to  the  present  time,  only  the  following  names  have  been  received  as 
those  of  persons  appointed  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Association,  which 
is  to  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Middlesex  South  District.. — Drs.  H.  Adams,  Waltham  ;  L.  V.  Bell,  Soni- 
erville;  T.  Wellington,  West  Cambridge;  O.  Everett,  Sherburne;  J.  S. 
Hurd,  Cha rlestown. 

Suffolk  District. —Drs.  Z.  B.  Adams,  James  Ayer,  W.  E.  Coale,  J.  C. 
D.ilton,  J.  B.  Forsyth,  G.  H.  Gay,  C.  Gordon,  J.  B.  Gregerson,  Geo.  Hay- 
ward,  O.  W.  Holmes,  J.  Homans,  H.  B.  Inches,  J.  Jeffries,  G.  S.  Jones, 
G.  H.  Lyman,  W.  W.  Morland,  M.  S.  Perry,  E.  Reynolds,  G.  C.  Shattuck, 
Jr.,  John  Ware,  John  C.  Warren. 

April  3,  1351.  Henry  I.  Bowditch,  Rec,  Sec.  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 


College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. — The  following  ac- 
count of  the  late  Commencement  at  this  institution  is  from  the  last  number 
of  the  New  York  Medical  Gazette. 

"The  Annual  Commencement  of  this  venerable  Institution  was  held  on 
the  13th  inst.  in  the  College  Hall. 
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*'  The  Trustees  and  Faculty  were  seated  on  the  platform,  when  prayer 
was  offered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Anthon,  after  which  Dr.  Alexander  H.  Stevens, 
President  of  the  Faculty,  proceeded  to  confer  the  degree  of  M.D.  upon  56 
young"  gentlemen  out  of  a  class  of  230,  a  greater  number  than  were  ever 
before  matriculated  here. 

"  The  address  to  the  graduates  was  then  delivered  by  Dr.  Thomas  Cock, 
the  Vice  President,  counselling  the  class  in  reference  to  their  general  de- 
portment in  the  community,  and  their  demeanor  to  their  patients,  and  to 
their  professional  brethren.  He  reminded  them  of  the  kindly  relations 
henceforth  existing  between  them  and  their  Alma  Mater,  and  expressed  an 
affectionate  interest  in  their  future  success  and  usefulness. 

"  Prayer  was  again  offered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Knox,  in  which  appropriate 
allusion  was  made  to  the  severe  affliction  of  a  member  of  the  Faculty,  Dr. 
Beck,  whose  illness  prevented  his  presence  on  the  occasion.  The  exer- 
cises then  concluded  by  the  apostolic  benediction. 

"The  attendance  was  large,  crowding  the  Hall  to  its  utmost  capacity,  a 
great  proportion  of  the  audience  being  ladies.  The  latin  formulary  was 
used  by  the  President  in  conferring  the  degrees,  prior  to  which  the  Hippo- 
cratic  oath  was  repeated,  and  assent  given  thereto  by  the  candidates.  The 
ceremonies  throughout  were  dignified,  as  best  befitted  the  occasion." 


The  Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians  has  appointed  the  following 
named  Fellows  to  represent  it  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  to  be  held  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
May  next:— Drs.  G.  B.  Wood.  G.  Emerson,  G.  W.  Norris,  D.  F.  Condie, 
I.  Hays,  J.  R.  Paul,  W.  Pepper,  J.  Carson,  W.  B.  Page,  F.  G.  Smith, 
W.  S.  W.  Ruschenberger,  J.  Neill,  and  Casper  Morris. — Medical  Neivs. 


Health  of  London. — The  following,  from  the  London  Lancet  of  March 
1st,  will  show  the  state  of  the  public  health  in  that  metropolis  in  the  latter 
part  of  February. 

"  Deaths  registered  for  the  week  ending  Feb.  22,  1213.  The  only  ex- 
ample of  a  greater  mortality  at  this  period  occurred  in  1847,  when  the 
deaths  for  the  week  were  1253.  The  increase  is  most  considerable  amongst 
persons  of  advanced  age.  Complaints  of  the  respiratory  organs  have  been 
more  than  usually  active ;  bronchitis  numbers  119  persons,  of  whom  25 
were  children,  40  were  persons  between  fifteen  and  sixty,  and  f54  had  turn- 
ed sixty  years  of  age.  Laryngitis  and  laryngismus  stridulus  were  fatal  to 
7  children  and  an  adult;  pleurisy  to  8  persons;  pneumonia  (or  inflamma- 
tion of  the  lungs)  to  98,  of  whom  77  were  children;  asthma  to  32;  and 
other  diseases  of  the  lungs,  exclusive  of  phthisis,  to  12.  Amongst  those 
diseases  of  a  tubercular  character,  which  are  mostly  confined  to  children, 
tabes  mesenterica  was  fatal  in  13  cases,  and  hydrocephalus  in  32.  Deaths 
from  zymotic  or  epidemic  diseases,  208,  which  is  near  the  usual  number. 
Small-pox  now  shows  a  tendency  to  become  less  fatal.  Hooping-cough 
has  increased,  and  now  predominates  among  epidemics;  65  children  hav- 
ing died  from  it  in  the  week,  which  is  considerably  more  than  the  average. 
Twenty-nine  died  of  measles,  9  of  scarlatina,  and  8  of  croup.  Typhus 
was  fatal  in  35  cases,  of  which  20  occurred  in  the  middle  period  of  life. 
Births  of  792  boys  and  775  girls,  in  all  1567,  were  registered.  Mean  ba- 
rometer for  the  week,  29*870  in.    Mean  temperature  of  the  week,  42*'-5." 
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Coroners'  Inquests. — The  following,  relating  to  a  modification  of  the 
present  laws  respecting  inquests  on  dead  bodies,  is  one  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Sanitary  Commission  of  Massachusetts  to  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  : — 

"  We  recommend  that  the  laws  for  taking  inquests  upon  the  view  of 
dead  bodies,  now  imposed  upon  coroners,  be  revised. 

"In  our  judgment,  every  matter  relating  to  life,  to  health  and  to  death, 
should,  to  some  extent,  come  under  the  cognizance  of  Boards  of  Health. 
The  cause  of  the  death  of  every  person  who  dies  should  be  fully  known  to 
them  ;  and  in  their  offices  records  of  inquests  upon  dead  bodies  should  be 
preserved.  These  Boards,  and  especially  the  medical  health  officers,  are 
presumed  to  be  better  informed  than  others  in  relation  to  such  questions  as 
present  themselves  in  investigations  of  this  kind  ;  and  hence  they  would 
be  able  to  act  more  intelligently  and  correctly.  It  sometimes  happens  that 
inquests  are  held  when  there  is  no  occasion  for  them,  and  unnecessary  ex- 
penses are  incurred.  For  the  last  nine  years,  this  State  has  paid,  for 
coroners'  inquests,  S6,963  95  ;  and,  for  the  four  Inst  years,  the  average 
annual  payments  have  been  Sl,030  33.  This  would  be  avoided,  in  part,  if 
Boards  of  Health  had  some  control  over  the  subject,  so  far  as  to  decide 
when  inquests  are  necessary  or  expedient.  We  would  suggest,  either  that 
some  members  of  the  local  Boards  of  Health  should  be  authorized  and 
appointed  to  perform  the  duties  now  imposed  upon  coroners,  in  relation  to 
holding  inquests,  or  that  the  Boards  should  be  consulted  on  the  expe- 
diency of  holding  such  inquests;  and  that,  in  all  cases,  a  copy  of  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury  should  be  returned  to  the  Board." 


Anerican  Associatio?i  for  the  Advancement  of  Science.  Cincinnati 
Meeting. — From  a  circular  received,  we  learn  that  the  next  meeting  of  this 
Association  will  be  held  at  Cincinnati,  commencing  on  Monday,  May  5th, 
1831,  at  3,  P.  M.,  and  will  continue  through  the  week.  The  Secretary 
and  a  member  of  the  Local  Committee  will  be  in  attendance  at  the  Burnet 
House,  from  Saturday  until  Monday  afternoon,  to  direct  members  to  the 
quarters  secured  for  them. 


Northern  L%ncet. — This  ably-conducted  Journal  comes  to  us  in  a  new 
form,  presenting  altogether  a  much  better  appearance  than  heretofore. 
We  have  had  half  a  mind,  several  times,  to  blow  up  the  printers  of  the 
Lancet,  for  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  they  have  performed  their  work  ; 
for  some  of  the  numbers  received  the  past  year  were  scarcely  readable. 
The  form  of  the  work  is  also  changed,  being  now  in  a  better  shape  for 
binding.  It  is  published  at  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y-,  and  many  of  its  pages 
are  devoted  to  the  important  subject  of  medical  jurisprudence. 


London  Lancet. — We  are  under  obligations  to  Messrs.  Redding  &  Co., 
8  State  street,  for  the  April  number  of  the  American  edition  of  the  Lon- 
don Lancet. 


Richmond  (Va.)  Medical  College. — The  ceremonies  of  commencement 
of  the  medical  department  of  Hampden  Sidney  College  took  place  on  Fri- 
day, 14ih  March,  in  the  presence  of  a  numerous  and  brilliant  assembly. 
Affer  the  opening  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Woodbridge,  Prof.  Maupin  an- 
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nounced  26  gentlemen  as  having  passed  an  examination,  rendering  them 
worth}'  of  the  doctorate,  and  the  degrees  were  conferred  by  the  Kev.  W. 
Green,  president  of  the  college.  The  honorary  degree  was  conferred  on 
Edward  D.  Kernan,  Russell  county,  Virginia.  It  was  then  stated  that  the 
number  of  candidates  for  the  gold  medal  was  five — each  one  handing  in  an 
essay  of  considerable  merit.  Two  of  these,  one  signed  Faustus  and  the 
other  Stethoscope,  evinced  such  equal  claims  for  reward,  that  it  was  found 
difficult  to  judge  between  them.  The  decision,  however,  was  in  favor  of 
Faustus,  w^hose  real  name  proved  to  be  Thomas  B.  Miller,  of  Summerville, 
Tenn.  Dr.  Green  presented  the  medal,  and  addressed  the  successful  can- 
didate in  appropriate  and  moving  terms.  The  proceedings  were  closed  by 
a  beautiful  valedictory  on  the  part  of  the  faculty,  delivered  by  Dr.  C.  P. 
Johnson. —  The  Stethoscope. 


Treatment  of  Chorea  by  frictioiis  with  Chloroform — M.  Gassier  has  pub- 
lished three  cases  of  chorea  cured  by  the  topical  application  of  chloroform. 

The  first  was  that  of  a  child,  seven  years  of  age,  in  whom  the  disease 
was  caused  by  frignt.  A  liniment  composed  of  equal  parts  of  chloroform 
and  oil  of  sweet  almonds  was  rubbed,  night  and  morning,  along  the  course 
of  the  spine.  From  its  first  employment  the  violence  of  the  muscular 
movements  was  moderated,  and  in  six  days  the  patient  was  cured. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  a  boy,  twelve  years  of  age,  in  whom  the 
disease  had  appeared  two  months  before  as  the  effect  of  fright.  The  spas- 
modic movements  were  so  violent  that  he  could  hold  nothing  in  his  hands, 
nor  walk  without  help.  At  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  under  chloroform  fric- 
tions, the  disease  had  disappeared.  A  relapse,  however,  occurred,  which 
was  cured  in  two  days  by  a  return  to  the  same  means. 

In  a  third  case,  of  five  months'  standing,  the  result,  also,  of  fright,  the 
symptoms  disappeared  in  seven  days  under  chloroform  frictions. — L' Union 
Mtdicale. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Wm.  Turner,  of  New  York  city,  has  petition- 
ed the  Legislature  of  the  State  to  pass  a  law  making  the  use  of  the  lan- 
cet in  diseases  a  penal  offence. — Dr.  H.  G.  Clark,  City  Physician,  of  Bos- 
ton, has  been  appointed  one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  in  place  of  Dr.  Geo.  Hayward,  resigned. 

To  CoRRKSPONDKNTS. — Papers  have  been  received  from  Dr.  George  Hayward,  Dr.  Edward 
Warren,  and  from  an  old  correspondent  on  "  Professional  Travel." 


Married, — On  board  U.  S.  frijjate  Independence,  Bay  of  Naples,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Barlow, 
Ohaplain  U.  S.  Navy,  Dr.  William  R.  Ballard,  of  New  Y'ork,  to  Signoruia  Angelina  D.  Deo,  of 
Naples. 


Died, — Dr.  James  M.  Alden,  one  of  ihe  Associate  Physicians  at  the  Marine  Hospital,  Staten 
Island,  of  typhus  fever. — At  his  plantation,  "  Islington,"  on  Rayou  Roundaway,  in  the  Parish 
of  Madison,  Louisiana,  of  erysipelas,  Dr.  J.  W.  Monetle,  the  historian  of  the  Valley  of  the 
Mississippi. — In  San  Francisco,  Dr.. James  Swan,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  aged  28  years. 


IJeatlis  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Saturday  noon,  April  5,  81. — Males,  28 — feMinles,53- 
linflammalion  of  the  bowels,  2 — disease  of  the  brain,  1 — consumption,  15 — convulsions,  2 — croup,  1 
— dysentery,  1 — dropsy  of  the  brain,  3 — erysipelas,  2 — typhus  fever,  b— typhoid  fever,  2— scarlet 
fever,  4 — lung  fever,  4 — brain  fever,  1 — hooping  cough,  3 — disease  of  the  heart,  2 — infantile,  (> — 
inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — marasmus,  4 — measles,  4 — old  age,  7 — peritonitis,  2 — smallpox,  2 — 
teething,  1 — unknown,  4 — worms,  1. 

Under  5  years,  38 — between  5  and  20  years,  11 — between  20  and  40  years,  16 — between  40  and 
60  vears,  8 — over  60  years,  8.    Americans,  32  ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  49. 

The  above  includes  9  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 
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Sitffolk  District  Medical  Society. — At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Soci- 
ety, held  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  on  Wednesday,  April  2,  1851,  the  fol- 
lowing named  gentlemen  were  elected  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  en- 
suing year. 

President,  Dr.  John  Jeffries;  Vice  President,  Dr.  Samuel  Cabot,  Jr..; 
Secretary,  Dr.  Henry  W.  Williams;  Treasurer,  Dr.  Charles  Gordon; 
Librariaji,  Dr.  William  Edward  Coale ;  Committee  of  Supervision,  Dr.  Z. 
B.  Adams,  Dr.  N.  B.  Shurlleff;  Committee  for  examining  Di-ugs,  Drs.  A. 
A.  Gould,  George  Stevens  Jones,  John  Bacon,  Jr.,  E.  H.  Clarke,  H.  I. 
Bowditch.  Attest,  H.  W.  Williams,  Secretary. 


Annual  Commencement  of  the  Baltimore  College  of  De?ital  Surgery. — 
The  annual  commencement  of  this  prosperous  institution  took  place  recently 
at  the  New  Assembly  Rooms,  corner  of  Hanover  and  Lombard  Streets,  in 
the  presence  of  a  large  audience  of  ladies  and  gentlemen.  The  exercises 
were  opened  at  11  o'clock,  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Piggott.  Dr. 
Thomas  E.  Bond,  Jr.  then  gave  a  history  of  the  institution,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  Dr.  C.  O.  Cone,  who  read  the  report  of  the  Infirmary  attached 
to  the  College.  From  it  we  learn  that  1700  cases  were  treated  during  the 
year,  with  great  success  and  satisfaction.  Dr.  W.  R.  Handy,  the  Dean  of 
the  College,  stated  the  authority  by  which  they  conferred  the  degree  of 
"  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery,"  when  the  graduates  were  called  up  in  regular 
order,  and  received  their  diplomas  from  the  hands  of  Dr.  Chapin  A.  Harris, 
as  follows  : — 

Rufus  K.  Chandler,  of  Va. ;  R.  P.  Bessant,  of  N.  Carolina;  Wm.  J. 
Reese,  of  Alabama  ;  J.  Randolph  Walton,  of  Md. ;  Geo.  S.  Jones,  of  Ken- 
tucky ;  Edward  H.  Howarton,  of  Va. ;  John  A.  Johns,  M.D.,  of  Va.;  Ed- 
ward S.  Billups,  of  Georgia;  Loyd  T.  M'Gill,  M.D.,  of  Maryland;  Wil- 
liam S.  Brown,  of  S.  Carolina  ;  Thomas  W.  Bacot,  do. ;  Richard  M.  Adair, 
of  Kentucky;  Ehrick  Parmly,  of  New  York;  George  S.  Bretz,  of  Pa.; 
Thomas  D.  Miller,  of  England;  James  North,  M.D.,  of  Maine;  Francis 
P.  Abbot,  do.— Total,  17. 

The  Valedictory  Address,  delivered  to  the  graduating  class  by  Dr.  Elea- 
zar  Parmly,  of  New  York,  was  most  creditable  for  its  originality  of  style 
and  thought.  After  a  benediction  by  Dr.  Piggott,  the  audience  was  dis- 
missed, very  well  pleased.  The  Independent  Blues'  Band,  under  Prof. 
Holland,  was  present,  and  enlivened  the  exercises  at  repeated  intervals  by 
performing  a  number  of  their  fine  airs.  The  commencement  was  highly 
gratifying  to  the  friends  of  the  institution,  which  has  largely  increased  in 
popularity  and  usefulness  during  the  past  year,  and  now  assumes  a  com- 
manding position  among  the  medical  faculty  everywhere. 


Testimonial  to  Dr.  R.  D.  Ar7iold,  of  Savannah,  Geo. — The  Managers 
of  the  Sivannah  Hospital  presented,  in  November  last,  a  splendid  piece  of 
plate  to  Dr.  R.  D.  Arnold.  It  consists  of  a  handsomely  chased  oak-leaved 
Epergne,  of  elegant  design  ;  a  representation  of  the  shepherd  tending  his 
flock,  being  appropriately  introduced  at  the  base.  It  bears  the  following 
inscription  :  "  Presented  by  the  Managers  of  the  Savannah  Hospital  to 
Richard  D.  Arnold,  Esq.,  M.D.,  in  testimony  of  their  grateful  sense  of  the 
patient  fidelity  and  skill  with  which  he  gratuitously  served  the  Institution 
as  Physician,  during  an  uninterrupted  period  of  fifteen  years.  1850.  'I 
was  sick,  and  ye  visited  me.'" — Charleston  Journal. 
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CASES  OF  VESICO-VAGLNAL  FISTULA  TREATED  BY  OPERATION. 

BY  GEO.   HAYWARDj  M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  following  cases  are  all  in  which  I  have  performed  an  operation 
for  vesico-vaginal  fistula.  It  was  done  in  every  instance  by  ligature. 
The  result  has,  on  the  vvhole,  been  satisfactory.  Anything  that  is  calcu- 
lated to  renaove  this  infirmity,  or  to  lessen  in  the  slightest  degree  the 
sufferings  of  the  individuals  who  are  afflicted  with  it,  should  be  made 
known. 

On  this  account  I  propose  to  state  at  some  length  my  experience  on 
the  subject,  and,  at  the  risk  of  being  tedious,  to  give  in  detail  the  par- 
ticulars of  each  case,  and  the  method  I  pursued  with  a  view  of  remov- 
ing the  difficulty. 

I  had  never  seen  the  operation  done,  till  I  did  it  myself,  nor  could  I 
find  any  description  of  the  mode  which  others  had  adopted,  that  was  suffi- 
ciently clear  and  explicit  to  be  of  much  service.  I  had,  therefore,  to  take 
such  a  course  as  I  thought  safe,  and  at  the  same  time  likely  to  effect 
the  object,  viz.,  the  closure  of  the  fissure.  I  do  not  know  that  others 
may  not  have  operated  precisely  in  the  same  way  :  but  if  they  have, 
I  am  iK)t  aware  of  it. 

1  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  result ;  the  success  of  my 
operations  has,  I  believe,  been  much  greater  than  the  average.  Whe- 
ther this  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  mode  of  operating  or  the  favorable  na- 
ture of  the  cases,  I  shall  not  undertake  to  decide. 

I  have  performed  the  operation  twenty  times,  but  it  was  done  on  nine 
patients  only — one  being  operated  on  six  times,  another  five,  tv/o  twice, 
and  five  once.  In  three  cases  the  operation  was  entirely  successful  ; 
in  five  the  patient  obtained  great  relief,  so  that  the  urine  could  be  retain- 
ed for  a  number  of  hours  without  any  escape  through  the  fistulous  open- 
ing ;  and  in  the  remaining  two,  no  benefit  was  derived  from  it. 

The  first  operation  was  performed  on  the  10th  of  May,  1839,  and 
an  account  of  it  was  published  in  August  of  the  same  year  at  Philadel- 
phia, in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences.  This  is  here  re- 
printed ;  and  those  that  1  have  since  treated,  which  are  given  in  the 
order  in  which  they  occurred,  are  now  published  for  the  first  time. 
11  . 
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Case  L — (From  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences.) — Case  of 
Vesico-vaginal  Fistula  successfully  treated  by  an  Operation. — A  pre- 
ternacLual  opening  between  the  bladder  and  vagina,  known  by  the 
name  of  vesico-vaginal  fistula,  is  one  of  the  most  distressing  accidents  to 
which  females  are  liable.  Its  most  common  cause  is  protracted  labor, 
in  which  the  head  of  the  child  has  been  allowed  to  press  for  a  great  length 
of  time  on  the  bladder,  when  that  organ  is  distended  with  urine.  Gangre- 
nous inflammation  is  in  this  way  produced  ;  a  slough  forms,  which  sepa- 
rates in  a  few  days  after  delivery,  and  through  the  opening  thus  made, 
the  urine  is  destined  to  pass,  in  most  of  these  cases,  during  the  residue 
of  the  patient's  miserable  existence. 

Though  this  is,  without  doubt,  by  far  the  most  common  cause  of  vesi- 
co-vaginal fistula,  it  may  occasionally  be  produced  in  other  ways.  It 
may  be  the  result  of  a  careless  use  of  instruments  in  the  delivery  of  the 
child  ;  as  when  the  bladder  has  been  torn  by  a  crotchet ;  or  it  may  arise 
from  an  abscess,  a  stone  in  the  bladder,  or  a  disease  of  that  organ. 

Whatever  may  be  the  cause  of  the  fistula,  the  consequence  is,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  of  the  most  afflictive  kind,  not  only  because  all  the 
urine  passes  through  this  new  opening,  but  because  the  patient  has  no 
power  of  retaining  it ;  she  is  rendered  miserable  by  the  excoriation  and 
soreness  that  are  thus  produced,  and  loathsome  to  herself  by  the  fetor 
•of  the  urine.  So  wretched  is  the  condition  of  patients  of  this  class,  that 
the  language  which  DiefFenbach  applies  to  them,  can  hardly  be  thought 
to  be  exaggerated.  "  Such  unhappy  beings,"  he  says,  "  are  forced  to 
exclude  themselves  from  society  ;  the  very  atmosphere  surrounding  them 
is  polluted  by  their  presence,  and  even  their  children  shun  them  ;  thus 
rendered  miserable,  both  morally  and  physically,  they  yield  themselves  a 
iprey  to  apathy  ;  or  a  pious  resignation  alone  saves  them  from  self-de- 
struction." 

The  degree  of  suffering,  however,  is  not  the  same  in  all  cases  ;  the 
difference  arises  from"  the  part  of  the  bladder  in  which  the  fistulous  open- 
ing is  situated.  When  it  is  high  up,  the  patient  has  some  power  of  re- 
tention, but  even  then  the  urine  escapes  through  the  opening,  when  any 
considerable  quantity  accumulates  in  the  bladder.  But  if  the  fistula  is 
lower  down,  at  the  place  where  it  is  usually  found,  about  an  inch  to  an 
inch  and  a  half  from  the  opening  of  the  urethra,  the  retentive  power  is 
almost  if  not  altogether  lost,  the  urine  flowing  off  as  fast  as  it  is  deposit- 
ed by  the  ureters. 

So  great  have  been  the  inconvenience  and  suffering  to  which  patients 
of  this  class  have  been  subjected,  that  the  attention  of  surgeons  has  long 
been  directed  to  this  formidable  trouble,  but  it  is  not  till  within  the  last 
twenty  years  that  any  operation  for  its  radical  cure  has  been  successfully 
performed.  It  is  only  ten  years  since,  that  Mr.  Henry  Earl  remarked, 
"  It  must  be  confessed,  that  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  these 
cases  present  the  greatest  obstacles,  and  are  certainly  the  most  difficult 
that  occur  in  surgery."  He  succeeded,  however,  in  perfectly  restoring 
three  such  cases  ;  "  in  one  of  which,"  he  says,  "  I  performed  upwards 
of  thirty  operations  before  success  crowned  my  efibrts." 

Tiie  obstacles  to  success  are  numerous  and  must  be  apparent.  The 
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narrow  space  in  whicli  the  operation  is  to  be  performed,  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  urine  to  pass  between  the  lips  of  the  wound,  the  proximity 
of  the  ureters,  the  great  secretion  of  mucus  by  the  inner  coat  of  the 
bladder,  which  is  well  calculated  to  interfere  with  the  union  of  the 
parts,  and  the  want  of  readiness  with  which  mucous  surfaces  take  on  ad- 
hesive inflammation,  are  all  very  likely  to  defeat  almost  any  operation, 
however  well  it  may  be  done. 

Several  modes  have  been  devised  of  operating  for  the  radical  cure  of 
the  vesico-vaginal  fistula.  Dupuytren  recommended,  where  the  opening 
was  small,  the  application  of  the  actual  cautery  ;  in  his  hands  it  is  said 
to  have  occasionally  succeeded,  but  with  other  surgeons  it  has  almost 
uniformly  failed.  The  objections  to  it  are  numerous,  and  to  my  mind, 
decisive.  It  is  not  easily  applied  ;  it  is  difficult,  and  sometimes  impossi- 
ble, to  limit  its  action,  and  if  this  be  not  done,  the  orifice  is  enlarged,  in- 
stead of  being  closed,  and  the  trouble  of  course  aggravated. 

When  there  is  a  laceration  only  of  the  bladder,  without  loss  of  sub- 
stance, union,  it  is  said,  has  sometimes  been  effected,  by  keeping  a 
catheter  in  the  bladder,  and  thus  preventing  the  flow  of  urine  through 
the  wound.  But  cases  of  this  kind  are  rarely  so  favorable,  as  they  usu- 
ally arise  from  a  sloughing  of  the  organ,  followed  by  a  loss  of  a  por- 
tion of  its  parietes.  In  these  cases  it  has  been  preferred  to  use  the  liga- 
ture, the  edges  of  the  opening  being  previously  pared.  In  a  few  instan- 
ces this  operation  has  succeeded  ;  in  many  it  has  failed,  and  in  some 
cases  it  has  been  productive  of  inflammation,  which  terminated  in  death. 
For  these  reasons,  as  well  as  because  I  am  not  aware  that  the  opera- 
tion has  ever  before  been  successfully  done  in  this  country,  I  shall  give 
the  history  of  the  case  and  the  mode  of  operating  at  some  length. 

Case. — A  married  lady,  aetat.  34,  and  of  good  health,  consulted  me 
on  account  of  a  vesico-vaginal  fistula.  Fifteen  years  ago,  she  was  dehv- 
ered,  by  means  of  instruments,  of  her  first  child,  which  was  dead,  after  hav- 
ing been  in  labor  three  days,  during  all  of  which  time  she  passed  no  water. 
About  ten  days  after  her  delivery  an  opening  formed  between  the  bladder 
and  vagina,  and  since  that  period  she.  has  lost  the  retentive  power  of  the 
bladder,  and  all  the  urine  has  escaped  through  the  opening,  except  when  a 
catheter  has  been  introduced.  Occasionally  when  in  a  horizontal  pos- 
ture there  would  be  no  escape  of  urine  for  two  or  three  hours,  though 
usually  there  was  a  continuous  flow  ;  but  when  in  an  erect  position  it  was 
constantly  dribbling,  causing  great  inconvenience  and  distress.  She  had 
been  eleven  times  pregnant  since  the  accident,  but  had  never  gone  her 
full  period  since  the  birth  of  her  first  child.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
the  fistula  might  have  had  some  influence  in  the  production  of  these  re- 
peated abortions. 

The  only  attempts  that  had  been  made  to  relieve  her,  consisted  in  the 
introduction  of  a  catheter,  which  she  wore  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time,  and  touching  the  edges  of  the  opening  with  caustic.  Neither  of 
these  means  afforded  any  relief ;  of  late  nothing  had  been  done,  and  she 
regarded  her  case  as  almost  hopeless. 

Upon  examination,  I  found  the  fistula  situated  from  an  inch  and  a 
quarter  to  an  inch  and  a  third  behind  the  urethra,  a  little  on  the  left  side. 
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It  was  not  large,  barely  sufficient  to  admit  the  end  of  my  forefinger,  and 
surrounded  by  a  hardened  edge,  nearly  of  the  consistence  of  cartilage. 
There  was  some  degree  of  morbid  sensibility  in  the  lining  membrane  of 
the  vagina,  so  that  an  examination  was  quite  painful. 

I  told  her  that  an  operation  for  the  difficulty  had  been  several  times 
successful  ;  that  it  had  more  frequently  failed,  and  that  in  a  few  instances 
it  had  been  followed  by  very  serious  consequences.  At  the  same  time, 
I  regarded  her  case  on  the  whole  as  a  favorable  one,  and  if,  after  this 
explanation,  she  wished  for  an  operation,  I  would  cheerfully  undertake 
it.  She  at  once  consented,  and  it  was  fixed  for  the  next  day  but  one, 
May  10th,  1839,  when  it  was  performed  in  the  following  manner,  in  the 
presence  of  my  friends  Drs.  Channing,  C.  G.  Putnam  and  J.  B.  S. 
Jackson. 

The  patient  was  placed  on  the  edge  of  a  table,  in  the  same  position 
as  in  the  operation  for  lithotomy.  The  parts  being  well  dilated,  I  in- 
troduced a  large  bougie  into  the  urethra  and  carried  it  back  as  far  as  the 
fistula.  In  this  way  I  was  able  to  bring  the  bladder  downwards  and 
forwards,  so  that  the  opening  was  brought  fairly  into  view.  The  bougie 
being  then  taken  by  an  assistant, -I  made  a  rapid  incision  with  a  scalpel 
around  the  fistula,  about  a  line  from  its  edges,  and  then  removed  the 
whole  circumference  of  the  orifice.  As  soon  as  the  bleeding,  which  was 
slight,  had  ceased,  I  dissected  up  the  membrane  of  the  vagina  from  the 
bladder  all  around  the  opening,  to  the  extent  of  about  three  lines.  This 
was  done  partly  with  the  view  of  increasing  the  chance  of  union,  by 
presenting  a  larger  surface,  and  partly  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  car- 
rying the  needles  through  the  bladder.  I  then  introduced  a  needle, 
about  a  third  of  an  inch  from  the  edge  of  the  wound,  through  the  mem- 
brane of  the  vagina  and  the  cellular  membrane  beneath,  and  brought  it 
out  at  the  opposite  side  at  about  an  equal  distance.  Before  the  needle 
was  drawn  through,  a  second  and  a  third  were  introduced  in  the  same 
way,  and  these  being  found  sufficient  to  close  the  orifice,  they  were  car 
ried  through,  and  the  threads  tightly  tied.  Each  thread  was  left  about 
three  inches  in  length.  I  should  have  remarked  that  I  found  no  difficulty 
in  introducing  the  needles  by  the  hand,  the  fistulous  opening  having  been 
brought  so  low  down  and  so  fairly  in  view. 

A  short  silver  catheter,  constructed  for  the  purpose,  was  then  intro- 
duced into  the  bladder,  and  the  patient  was  conveyed  to  the  bed  and 
laid  on  her  right  side,  to  prevent  any  urine  from  coming  in  contact  with 
the  wound.  1  found  her  in  the  evening,  eight  hours  after  the  operation, 
quite  comfortable.  She  had  had  some  smarting  for  two  or  three  hours, 
but  this  was  soon  gone  ;  she  complained  a  little  of  the  catheter ;  all  the 
water  flowed  through  it  and  was  received  upon  cloths.  She  was  direct- 
ed to  live  on  thin  arrow-root,  milk  and  water,  and  a  solution  of  gum 
Arabic. 

In  the  morning  I  removed  the  catheter,  lest  it  might  became  obstruct- 
ed, and  after  cleansing  replaced  it.  No  water  had  escaped  through  the 
wound.  The  patient  had  slept  some  in  the  night  ;  her  pain  had 
been  slight,  and  all  her  sufferings  she  referred  to  the  instrument.  Her 
pulse  was  good,  and  she  had  no  febrile  symptoms.    She  was  directed 
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to  keep  in  the  same  position,  to  live  on  the  same  diet,  and  take  a  solu- 
tion of  salts  early  the  next  morning. 

She  went  on  perfectly  well  for  five  days,  the  catheter  being  removed 
daily.  At  this  time  I  examined  her  by  means  of  a  speculum.  I  found 
that  the  stitches  were  quite  firm,  and  that  the  wound  had  apparently 
healed  in  its  whole  extent.  There  was  no  oozing  of  water  through  it, 
though  she  was  then  lying  on  her  back,  and  there  was  urine  in  the 
bladder,  as  it  flowed  through  the  catheter  as  soon  as  I  introduced  it.  I 
then  cut  away  the  stitches,  which  1  found  by  no  means  easy,  as  I  was 
afraid  to  bring  down  the  bladder  as  was  done  in  the  operation,  lest  the 
wound  might  be  torn  open.  The  stitches,  however,  were  at  length  safely 
removed,  and  in  doing  this  I  was  much  indebted  to  the  assistance  of  my 
friend  Dr.  Putnam. 

A  smaller  catheter  was  now  introduced,  and  the  patient  put  to  bed 
in  the  same  position  as  before.  She  continued  very  comfortable  for  two 
days,  much  more  so  than  she  had  been  at  any  time  before,  which  she 
attributed  to  the  size  of  the  instrument.  1  then  removed  the  catheter 
altogether,  and  directed  her  to  introduce  it  every  three  hours,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent any  accumulation  of  urine.  This  she  did  till  the  second  night, 
when  she  slept  quietly  for  seven  hours,  and  on  waking  felt  no  inconve- 
nience. Twice,  also,  during  this  period  she  passed  water  by  the  efforts 
of  the  bladder  alone,  so  that  the  organ  had  already  regained  in  part  its  ex- 
pulsive power,  as  well  as  that  of  retention.  She  now  sat  up,  introduced 
the  instrument  less  frequently,  and  was  allowed  a  more  generous  diet. 

At  the  end  of  seventeen  days  from  the  operation,  I  examined  her 
again  ;  the  wound  was  entirely  healed  and  apparently  firm,  and  the  sore- 
ness nearly  gone.  I  advised  her  to  introduce  the  catheter  two  or  three 
times  a-day  for  some  weeks ;  and  on  the  following  day  she  returned 
home  by  water,  a  distance  of  nearly  two  hundred  miles. 

Everything  connected  with  this  case  proved  more  favorable  than  I  had 
anticipated.  The  operation  was  not  difficult,  nor  very  painful  ;  it  was 
followed  by  no  bad  consequences,  and  afforded  complete  relief.  Perhaps 
the  mode  in  which  it  was  done,  may  have  contributed  something  to  the 
successful  result.  No  violence  was  done  to  the  parts  by  drawing  down  with 
hooks  the  fistulous  opening,  as  in  the  common  mode,  nor  was  the  bladder 
wounded  by  carrying  the  needles  through  it,  which  ]  presume  is  the  usual 
practice.  I  do  not  speak  with  certainty  on  this  point,  for  I  cannot  find 
that  any  one  has  given  a  precise  description  of  the  mode  in  which  the  ope- 
ration is  to  be  performed.  It  may  be  inferred  from  the  following  remark 
of  Dieffenbach,  that  he  carried  the  needles  througjh  the  bladder.  "  It  is 
enough  to  say,"  he  remarks,  "  that  the  operation  is  always  a  dangerous 
one,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  injury  done  to  the  bladder  ;  the  suture 
always  producing  more  or  less  inflammation  of  the  edges  of  the  fistulous 
opening,  or  of  the  surrounding  parts."  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  in  al- 
most every  case  in  which  the  ligature  would  be  the  proper  mode  of  ope- 
rating, the  edges  of  the  bladder  can  be  brought  in  contact,  without 
wounding  that  organ.  The  chance  of  adhesion  would  be  much  greater, 
and  the  danger  of  inflammation  incomparably  less.  By  dissecting  up 
the  membrane  of  the  vagina  to  a  considerable  extent  around  the  orifice, 
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and  carrying  the  needles  through  this  at  some  distance  from  the  edge 
of  the  wound,  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  edges  of  the  bladder,  which,  of 
course,  should  be  previously  pared,  may  in  almost  every  case  be  brought 
into  close  contact. 

This,  of  course,  cannot  be  done  where  there  is  great  loss  of  substance, 
but  in  such  cases  the  ligature  would  not  alone  be  sufficient,  and  some  at- 
tempts have  recently  been  made  to  treat  them  by  the  plastic  method. 

This  operation  consisted,"  says  Blandin,  in  paring  the  edges  of 
the  fistulous  orifice,  and  adapting  over  it  an  oval  flap  derived  from  the 
internal  suiface  of  the  large  labia."  Tliis  operation,  according  to  the 
British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  has  been  performed  with  some 
success  by  M.  Jobert.  In  one  instance,  "  much  inconvenience  was  ex- 
perienced from  the  after  growth  of  hair  in  the  transplanted  flap." 

I  have  ventured  to  make  these  suggestions,  which  1  do  with  great 
diffidence,  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  operating,  because  there  is  no 
case  in  surgery  in  which  a  successful  operation  gives  more  complete  re- 
lief than  m  that  of  veslco-vaglnal  fistula,  or  relieves  a  greater  amount 
of  wretchedness,  and  because  it  is  by  no  means  well  settled  what  is  the 
best  mode  of  treating  this  distressing  Infirmity.  The  attention  of  so 
many  enlightened  surgeons  being  now  directed  to  the  subject,  gives  reason 
to  hope  that  an  effectual  remedy  will  be  found  for  this  deplorable  malady. 

Boston,  June,  1839. 

Case  II. — The  patient  in  this  case  was  a  married  lady,  between  30 
and  40  years  of  age.  She  came  more  than  1000  miles,  and  placed 
herself  under  my  care  in  August,  1840.  She  was  the  mother  of  several 
children.  Her  last  labor  was  protracted  ;  Instruments  were  used  ;  the 
bladder  was  Injured,  so  that  extensive  sloughing  took  place  soon  after, 
and  all  the  urine  escaped  through  the  preternatural  opening.  No  means 
that  had  been  adopted,  had  had  the  slightest  effect  in  controlling  the  con- 
tinual flow  of  water,  and  the  consequence  was  that  her  limbs,  from  the  up- 
per part  of  the  thighs  to  the  knees,  were  inflamed,  excoriated  and  extremely 
sensitive.  Under  these  circumstances,  she  made  the  journey  with  the 
greatest  difficulty,  but  so  loathsome  to  her  was  her  condition,  that  she 
was  ready  to  make  any  sacrifice,  If  by  so  doing  she  had  the  least  chance 
of  relief. 

I  found  it  very  difficult  to  make  an  examination,  owing  to  the  exqui- 
site sensibility  of  the  parts.  I  succeeded  at  length,  and  ascertained 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  bladder  had  sloughed  off,  so  that  in  fact 
there  was  no  receptacle  for  the  urine.  I  told  her  that  I  considered  the 
case  very  unfavorable  for  any  operation,  and  that  the  prospect  of  bene- 
fiting her  was  almost  hopeless.  She  replied  that  her  life  was  a  burden 
to  her  as  it  was  ;  that  she  would  take  any  chance,  however  small,  and 
incur  the  greatest  risk  rather  than  remain  in  her  present  condition. 

I  did  not  hesitate,  therefore,  to  operate.  With  some  difficulty  I  suc- 
ceeded In  paring  the  edges  of  the  bladder,  and  dissecting  up,  to  a  small 
extent,  the  external  covering  of  that  organ.  Three  stitches  were  passed 
through  the  outer  coat  that  was  raised  In  this  way,  and  the  edges  of 
the  fistula  were  brought  In  contact,  when  the  threads  were  tied.  The 
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whole  operation  was  more  painful,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  patient 
more  severe  afterwards,  than  in  the  preceding  case.  This  was  at- 
tributable in  great  measure  to  the  extensive  excoriation  and  consequent 
sensibility  of  the  parts  concerned.  No  unpleasant  symptom,  however, 
occurred  ;  and  on  examination  a  few  days  after  the  operation,  I  found 
that  union  had  taken  place  in  the  centre,  leaving  a  fistulous  opening  on 
each  side.    The  stitches  being  loose,  were  removed. 

The  after-treatment,  I  should  have  remarked,  as  to  diet,  position,  and 
introduction  of  the  catheter,  was  similar  to  that  adopted  in  the  case 
of  the  first  patient.  After  an  interval  of  a  month  I  operated  on  each 
of  these  openings,  and  at  the  expiration  of  another  month  I  operated  for 
the  third  time.  Something  was  gained  by  each  operation.  The  pa- 
tient was  then  obliged  to  return  home.  Her  condition  was  much  im- 
proved ;  at  the  same  time  I  was  confident  more  could  be  gained  by  fur- 
ther operations. 

She  could  now  retain  the  urine  for  two  or  dn-ee  hours,  and  remain  in 
an  upright  position  and  even  walk  for  that  length  of  time  without  its 
escape.  In  consequence  of  this  power  of  retention,  the  excoriation  of 
the  limbs  ceased  almost  entirely,  and  her  general  health  was  essentially 
improved. 

She  visited  me  again  in  the  spring  of  1842,  and  made  the  journey 
with  much  less  inconvenience  than  on  the  former  visit. 

The  fistulous  openings  had  contracted  since  my  last  examination,  and 
I  was  satisfied  that  further  attempts  should  be  made  to  improve  her 
condition.  Three  more  operations,  therefore,  were  done  in  April,  May 
and  June,  1842.  The  gain  from  each  was  very  apparent.  The  ori- 
fices were  diminished  ;  urine  could  be  retained  for  a  much  longer  time, 
and  the  contractile  and  expulsive  power  of  the  bladder  was  to  some  ex- 
tent restored.  She  returned  home  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  and 
I  have  not  seen  her  since,  nor  heard  from  her  within  the  last  few  years. 
The  latest  accounts  that  I  had,  were  that  her  improvement  had  been 
gradual  but  constant ;  the  excoriation  was  gone  ;  her  general  health  good  ; 
that  she  could  walk  and  ride  on  horseback  without  inconvenience,  and 
that  she  had  given  birth  to  one  or  more  children  since  her  return.  Her 
condition  was  entirely  changed  ;  life  was  no  longer  burdensome,  and  she 
was  rendered  by  these  operations  a  happy  and  useful  member  of  society. 

Case  TIL — The  patient  in  this  case  came  under  my  care  in  Decem- 
ber, 1840.  She  was  a  young  married  woman,  of  22  years  of  age,  and 
the  fistula  occurred  about  a  year  before,  after  her  first  labor,  which  was 
protracted  and  severe.  Her  sufferings  at  the  time  I  saw  her  were  great, 
and  her  nervous  system  was  very  much  disturbed.  At  the  same  time  [ 
was  led  to  think,  upon  examining  the  parts,  that  an  operation  would  af- 
ford her  relief.  I  formed  this  opinion  from  the  size  and  situation  of  the 
fissure.  An  operation  was  accordingly  done,  and  in  a  manner  similar  to 
those  described  in  the  preceding  cases.  ]\o  untoward  symptom  occur- 
red ;  the  urine  flowed  through  the  catheter,  which  was  daily  removed, 
and  after  what  was  thouorht  to  be  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  an  exami- 
nation  was  made.  Adhesion  seemed  to  have  taken  place  along  the 
whole  extent  of  the  fistula,  and  the  stitches  were  accordingly  cut  away. 
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On  the  following  day,  however,  the  urine  passed  freely  through  the 
fissure,  and  the  opening  was  as  large  as  before  the  operation.  I  was 
inclined  to  think,  at  the  time,  that  the  removal  of  the  stitches  might 
have  had  some  effect  in  producing  this  unfavorable  result.  It  was  im- 
possible to  get  at  them  widiout  bringing  down  the  bladder  to  some 
extent,  and  of  course  causing  a  strain  upon  the  newly-formed  parts. 
This  might  have  been  sufficient  to  rupture  them,  for  it  is  well  known 
that  they  do  not  for  a  long  time  acquire  the  strength  of  the  original 
texture. 

It  was  my  wish  to  have  made  at  least  one  other  attempt  for  the  relief  of 
the  patient.  But  she  was  nearly  300  miles  from  home,  and  the  season  of 
the  year  and  her  domestic  duties  made  her  anxious  to  return  to  her  friends. 
When  she  left,  she  spoke  of  coming  back  in  the  spring  and  submitting 
to  another  operation.  She  did  not,  nor  have  I  heard  from  her  since. 
It  is  not  probable  that  any  improvement  has  taken  place  in  her  condition  ; 
it  was  not  improved  by  anything  that  was  done  for  her  here  ;  at  the 
same  time,  the  infirmity  was  npt  increased  by  the  attempts  made  to  re- 
move it. 

Case  IV. — The  circumstances  of  this  case  were  very  similar  to  those 
of  the  preceding  one.  The  patient  was  a  young  married  woman  of 
about  the  same  age  ;  her  trouble  followed  her  first  and  only  confine- 
ment, coming  on  in  the  same  way,  and  the  fistulous  opening  resembling 
that  of  the  preceding  one  in  its  size  and  situation.  She  resided  at  a  dis- 
tance of  20  miles,  and  came  under  my  care  in  October,  1842.  I  should 
have  felt  great  confidence  in  the  success  of  an  operation  in  this  case, 
liad  not  the  preceding  one  resulted  so  unfavorably. 

I  however  advised  its  performance,  and  it  was  cheerfully  submitted 
to.  Everything  promised  well  for  a  few  days  after,  and  on  examin- 
ing the  parts,  at  the  usual  time,  with  a  view  of  removing  the  stitches, 
a  firm  adhesion  seemed  to  have  taken  place  along  the  whole  extent  of 
the  fissure.  1  felt  confident  of  success.  In  attempting,  however,  to 
bring  the  bladder  a  little  lower  down,  in  order  to  cut  the  threads,  the 
adhesive  matter  which  had  been  poured  out  and  united  the  pared  edges 
of  the  fistula  suddenly  gave  way,  leaving  the  opening  as  large  as  it  was 
.before  any  attempts  had  been  made  to  close  it. 

Whether  the  parts  would  have  remained  united  if  the  bladder  had 
not  been  thus  put  upon  the  stretch,  it  is  impossible  to  say  ;  at  the  same 
time  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  sepa- 
ration, and  confirmed  me  in  the  suspicion  which  I  had  in  the  previous 
case  as  to  the  effect  of  straining  the  bladder  in  the  attempt  to  remove 
the  stitches. 

At  any  rate  I  was  determined  to  pursue  a  somewhat  different  course. 
If  I  should  have  an  opportunity  of  performing  similar  operations  hereaf- 
ter. I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  made  another  trial  on  this  patient ; 
but  she  evidently  had  no  confidence  in  a  successful  result,  and  therefore 
returned  home,  being  very  much  in  the  same  condition  that  she  was 
when  she  came. 

Case  V. — In  this  case,  as  well  as  in  all  the  others  in  which  I  have 
operated  since,  I  did  not  attempt  to  remove  the  stitches,  but  allowed 
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them  to  remain  till  separated  by  the  process  of  ulceration.  The  liga- 
ture employed  is  what  is  called  dentists'  silk  of  a  single  thread,  and  is 
carried  only  through  the  outer  coat  of  the  bladder.  The  size  of  the 
ligature,  and  allowing  it  to  remain  till  separated  by  the  efforts  of  nature, 
1  regard  as  a  great  improvement,  and  well  calculated  to  have  a  favorable 
influence  on  the  result  of  the  operation. 

The  patient  in  this  case  came  about  1200  miles  in  the  hope  of  ob- 
taining some  relief ;  not  findino-  convenient  lodo;ino;s,  she  resolved  to  take 
a  private  room  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital.  The  particulars 
of  her  case  while  in  that  institution  are  copied  from  the  records  drawn  up 
at  the  time  by  the  House  Surgeon,  and  are  here  given. 

Sept.  15th,  1843. — A.  B.,  wife,  23  years  of  age.  Patient  reports 
that  five  years  and  five  months  ago  was  delivered  of  first  child  ;  was 
in  labor  four  days,  and  delivered  without  instruments.  Two  weeks  after 
delivery  upper  wall  of  vagina  sloughed,  leaving  a  transverse  opening 
into  bladder  an  inch  behind  meatus  urinarius,  and  about  two  inches  in 
length.  Now,  in  consequence  of  hav^ing  worn  a  catheter  for  a  long 
time,  the  opening  is  reduced  to  the  size  of  the  end  of  a  man's  finger. 
Cannot  retain  urine  except  when  perfectly  quiet,  and  then  for  a  very 
short  time.    General  health  very  indifferent. 

23d. — Suffered  much  pain  from  examination,  and  has  been  quite  sick 
since.    Vagina  very  irritable. 

Oct.  7th. — Patient  reports  is  subject  to  sick  headaches.  Has  one 
to-day.    No  dejection  for  two  or  three  days. 

]2th. — Some  cough  and  pain  in  chest.  In  evening  worse,  with  bad 
cough  and  sharp  pain  in  left  side.  Blister  ordered,  but  not  applied,  from 
unwillingness  of  patient. 

13th. — Better;  up  and  dressed.    Some  cough,  and  pain  in  chest. 

15th. — Bowels  open,  cough  better.  At  9,  A.  M.,  to-morrow  (before 
operation),  R.  Tr.  opii,  gtts.  Ixxv. 

16th. —  Operation.  Patient  was  placed  upon  a  table  as  in  the  opera- 
tion for  lithotomy,  except  the  tying  of  the  hands.  An  elastic  staff  was 
passed  through  the  urethra,  and  the  neck  of  the  bladder  being  brought 
down,  a  transverse  fissure  half  an  inch  in  length  was  disclosed  at  an 
inch  and  a  half  behind  meatus  urinarius.  The  edges  of  this  were  care- 
fully pared  with  curved  scissors  and  a  narrow-pointed  knife,  and  brought 
together  by  two  stitches,  with  two  small  moveable  needles  inserted  into  a 
long  staff.  A  large  female  catheter  was  then  passed  and  secured  in  situ. 
Patient  having  been  removed  to  bed,  was  directed  to  lie  on  right  side. 
Liquid  farinaceous  diet. 

17th. — Slept  three  or  four  hours  at  night.  Tolerably  comfortable  this 
morning.    Took  some  arrow-root  with  relish. 

18th. — Took,  last  night.  Op.  pulv.,  gr.  jss.  ;  camph.,  gr.  v.  M.,  in 
two  doses,  with  an  hour's  interval,  and  had  applied  to  region  of  bladder 
poppy  fomentations,  with  relief  of  pain.  This  morning  in  great  pain. 
Slept  some  in  night.  Principal  trouble  is  a  great  sense  of  burning  in 
vagina.    Some  nausea. 

19th. — Suffers  much  pain.  Took  last  night  opii  pulv.,  gr.  ij. ;  camph., 
gr.  vj.  M.,  in  two  doses,  and  slept  but  little  afterwards;  now,  tongue 
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coated.  Head,  back  and  hips  ache  ;  complains  of  constant  heat. 
Pulse  122. 

20th. — Better  this  morning.  Still  in  great  pain.  Took  opiate  last 
night  as  before,  and  slept  some.    Less  burning  pain. 

21st. — Pain  and  burning  continue  ;  slept  but  little;  pulse  100. 

22d. — Appears  much  better  this  morning.  Catheter  was  removed  by 
patient,  and  returned  by  surgeon  in  the  evening.  Pulse  92.  R.  Tr. 
opii,  pro  re  nata. 

24th. — Sitting  up  this  morning.  Feels  quite  bright.  Went  without 
catheter  all  day  yesterday  ;  was  able  to  retain  urine  for  an  hour  or  two. 
Upon  assuming  an  upright  position,  water  passed  through  meatus,  and 
by  report  of  patient  none  through  fistula. 

24th. — Has  not  for  two  days  worn  catheter.  Able  to  retain  urine, 
but  not  to  expel  it.    Suffered  some  pain  last  night  in  bladder. 

29th. — This  morning  in  considerable  pain.  Much  smarting  and  burn- 
ing in  bladder.    Stitches  still  remain  in  wound.    Tr.  opii,  gtts.  50. 

30th. — Suffered  great  pain  last  night  from  inflammation  of  bladder. 
Urine  thick  and  mixed  with  mupus.  Pulse  88,  and  stronger  than  usual. 
R.  Ammon.  Hq.  acet.,  §  j.  ;  spts.  nit.  seth.,  3j.  M.  5  j.  every  two 
hours.    Warm  bath. 

»31st. — Still  in  great  pain. 

Nov.  4th. — Not  so  well  this  morning.  Catamenia  came  on  yesterday. 
Always  suffers  great  pain  during  access.  Is  able  to  be  all  night  upon  a 
dry  sheet,  and  to  pass,  with  some  effort,  nearly  a  pint  of  water  in  the 
morning. 

5th. — Rather  easier  this  morning.    Bowels  open. 
6th. — Better. 

17th. — Fistula  entirely  closed.  Is  troubled  at  times  with  irritability 
of  bladder.  Has  not  yet  gained  control  over  meatus  ;  but  is  not 
obliged  to  use  catheter  at  all.  Rides  out  every  pleasant  day.  Reports 
comfortable. 

18th. — Attacked  with  severe  pain  and  bearing  down  yesterday  P. 
M.,  which  produced  great  suffering.  Took,  in  course  of  night,  three  pills, 
each  containing  op.,  gr.  j.  ;  camph.,  grs.  iij.  M.  Slept  none  in  night. 
Rather  easier  this  morning. 

19th. — Feels  much  better  this  morning.    Pain  nearly  all  gone. 

26th, — Remains  well.    Walks  and  rides  out  daily. 

27th. — Discharged,  well. 

Feb.  19th,  1844. — Case  V.  continued.  On  leaving  the  Hospital,  rode 
to  Springfield,  travelling  all  day.  Passed  urine  once  without  difficulty, 
and  on  endeavoring  to  again,  found  herself  unable  to  do  so.  Was  in 
great  pain  all  night,  and  since  that  time  has  had  constant  passage  of 
urine  into  vagina.  Still  much  comes  through  urethra.  Has  attacks  of 
severe  burning  pain,  which  she  describes  as  being  as  severe  as  if  fire 
were  applied  to  the  part. 

20th.    Evening. — In  great  pain.    R.  Pulv.  opii,  gr.  ij,,  and  repeat 
gr.  j.  every  half  hour  till  relieved. 

22d. — Much  pain  last  night ;  relieved  in  morning  by  enema  of  lauda- 
num, gtts.  Ixx. ;  starch,  g  iv.  M. 
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23d. — On  examination,  Surgeon  finds  a  small  opening  at  the  upper 
part  of  cicatrix,  large  enough  to  admit  end  of  catheter,  through  which 
urine  trickles  down  over  the  cicatrix,  which  last  is  covered  with  fun- 
gous granulations.    Several  ounces  of  urine  in  bladder. 

Is  directed  to  wear  a  gum-elastic  catheter,  and  touch  granulations  with 
sol.  argent,  nitrat.,  grs.  viij.  ad  §  j. 

26th. — Much  less  irritation  and  pain. 

27th. — Last  night  was  taken  with  violent  pains,  resembling  those  of 
labor,  attributed  by  patient  to  recurrence  of  catamenial  period.  Cata- 
menia  have  been  irregular  since  leaving  the  Hospital ;  has  had  them  but 
once.  Great  tenderness  of  abdomen.  Had  poppy  fomentations  without 
relief.  Then  tr.  opii,  gtts.  Ixxx.  which  was  vomited.  Four  leeches  to 
hypogast.  This  morning  is  more  quiet,  having  taken  about  gtts.  Ix.  tr. 
opii,  not  rejected. 

28th. — Pain  returned  about  noon.    Had  morph.  sulphat.,  gr.  ss.,  and 
at  night  gr.  ^.    Pain  this  morning  much  less. 
March  3d. — Seems  quite  comfortable. 

9th. — Examined  yesterday.  A  small  opening  discovered  in  centre  of 
old  cicatrix.    Is  directed  to  wear  a  large  catheter. 

10th. — Catheter  caused  much  irritation,  and  was  removed  this  morn- 
ing by  patient. 

12th. — Resume  catheter. 

17th. — Continues  about  the  same.  Yesterday  morning,  while  writing, 
had  an  attack  of  faintness,  obli^ino^  her  to  lie  down. 

18th. — Much  pain  last  night.  Had  enema  of  tr.  opii,  gtts.  Ixxx. ; 
aquae,  §  iv.  M.,  with  considerable  relief. 

23d. — Was  to  have  been  operated  on  to-day.  Operation  deferred  on 
account  of  soreness  of  parts,  and  some  incrustations  about  fistulous 
opening.  Apply  to  incrustations  twice  daily,  sol.  argent,  nitrat.,  grs. 
viij.  ad  §j. 

25th. — In  considerable  pain  for  two  or  three  days  back  ;  easier  this 
morning ;  wears  catheter  constantly. 

April  10th. — On  account  of  irritable  state  of  bladder,  has  used  for  a 
few  days,  as  an  injection  into  that  viscus,  aq.  sol.  opii,  grs.  viij.  ad  §  j., 
and  experienced  great  relief  from  same,  being  almost  entirely  free  from 
pain. 

15th. — Much  the  same.    Discharged,  not  relieved. 

On  leaving  the  Hospital  she  continued  under  my  care,  and  between 
the  25th  of  April  and  the  15th  of  August  following,  I  operated  on  the 
fistula  four  times,  gaining  something  at  each  operation,  till  at  length  it 
was  so  much  reduced  in  size,  that  she  recovered  not  only  the  power  of 
retaining  the  urine,  but  also  to  some  extent  the  power  of  expelling  it  at  will. 

She  returned  home,  and  1  have  learnt  within  the  last  year  that  her 
health  is  good,  that  she  suffers  but  little  from  this  infirmity,  and  has  given 
birth  to  a  living  and  healthy  child. 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  have  remarked  that  this  patient  was  more  difficult 
to  manage,  both  during  the  operation  and  after,  than  any  one  that  had 
ever  been  under  my  care.  This  may  account  in  some  degree  for  the 
want  of  entire  success  in  her  case. 
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Case  VI. — At  the  Hospital. 

June  1 1th,  1845.— C.  D.,  set.  29,  married.  Canterbury,  N.  H.  Pa- 
tient was  confined  with  her  first  child  three  months  ago.  Reports  that  the 
"bag  of  waters  broke"  early  one  morning,  without  any  previous  pain. 
This  was  Monday.  The  following  Thursday,  bearing-down  pains  com- 
menced and  continued  pretty  regularly  till  Saturday  night,  when  the  child 
w^as  delivered  with  the  forceps.  IMotions  of  the  child  were  felt  during 
the  night  previous  to  its  extraction,  though  dead  when  removed. 

Had  no  passage  of  urine  for  thirty-six  hours  previous  to  introduction  of 
forceps.  About  one  hour  afterwards,  urine  came  dribbling  away  from 
vagina  in  a  slow  steady  stream,  and  has  so  continued  ever  since.  Irri- 
tation and  scalding  have  been  very  severe. 

Bowels  pretty  regular.    Appetite  good. 

On  examination  by  Dr.  H.,  a  small  transverse  fissure  was  found  on 
vaginal  surface  of  bladder,  about  two  inches  within  vagina.  A  catheter 
introduced  into  bladder  w^as  brought  through  this  opening.  Surrounding 
parts  were  not  in  a  condition  for  an  operation,  and  it  was  deferred  till 

July  5th. — Patient  being  placed  on  the  edge  of  a  bed,  in  lithotomy 
position,  a  whalebone  bougie  was  introduced  into  bladder  and  pressed 
against  os  pubis  in  order  to  bring  forward  the  seat  of  the  opening.  This 
being  well  brought  forward,  though  causing  considerable  pain,  two 
wooden  spatulae  were  introduced  into  opposite  sides  of  vagina.  The 
operator  then  passed  two  needles  curved  at  the  point,  and  also  capable 
of  being  removed,  and  completely  closed  the  opening,  the  edges  of  fistula 
having  been  previously  pared.  A  catheter  was  then  introduced,  and  pa- 
tient placed  on  her  side  in  bed. 

6th. — Very  comfortable  since  operation.  All  urine  has  passed  through 
catheter. 

19th. — General  health  improving.  Urine  all  seemed  to  pass  readily 
through  catheter  till  four  days  after  the  operation,  when  catheter  became 
obstructed  with  mucus  and  blood.  It  was  removed,  and  another  substi- 
tuted. 

Ligatures  came  away  on  the  seventh  day.  Catheter  was  removed  two 
or  three  days  after,  and  patient  was  able  to  retain  her  urine  for  nearly 
two  hours.  After  this  period  it  passed  through  the  opening,  which  is 
much  smaller  than  before  the  operation.    Discharged,  relieved. 

Case  VII. — This  case  occurred  also  in  the  year  1845.  The  patient 
was  a  married  woman,  about  30  years  of  age,  residing  more  than  100 
miles  from  the  city.  She  had  suffered  ever  since  the  birth  of  her  last 
child  from  this  infirmity,  and  had  been  treated  for  a  supposed  inconti- 
nence of  urine.  The  real  nature  of  the  difficulty  was  not  suspected  till 
a  short  time  before  1  saw  her. 

She  then  became  anxious  to  ascertain  if  something  could  not  be  done 
for  her  relief,  and  with  this  view  I  was  consulted.  Most  of  the  urine  es- 
caped through  the  fissure  ;  it  could  be  retained  for  a  short  time  only 
when  she  was  in  an  upright  position  ;  she  had  but  little  control  over  the 
bladder,  and  her  sufferings  were  very  great,  unless  she  kept  entirely  at 
rest,  from  the  excoriation  and  tenderness  of  the  parts. 

On  examination,  I  found  the  case  to  be  such  as  in  my  opinion  would 
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justify  an  operation.  This  was  accordingly  done.  The  stitches  were 
allowed  to  remain  till  thrown  off  by  the  natural  means,  and  the  same  course 
of  management  was  adopted  as  had  been  pursued  in  the  other  cases. 

At  the  end  of  a  fortnight  I  ascertained  that  though  the  fissure  w^as 
contracted,  it  was  not  entirely  closed,  and  some  urine  continued  to  flow 
through  it.  I  then  proposed  another  operation,  which  was  submitted  to 
in  about  three  weeks  after.  The  result  was,  that  the  retentive  and  ex- 
pulsive power  of  the  bladder  was  in  great  measure  restored,  and  the  pa- 
tient returned  home  in  a  much  more  comfortable  condition  than  when 
she  came  to  the  city. 

In  a  little  more  than  a  year  after  this,  she  visited  me  again,  and  1  was 
glad  to  find  that  she  had  been  steadily  improving  since  the  last  operation. 
By  a  little  care  on  her  part  to  introduce  the  catheter  occasionally,  nearly 
all  the  urine  flowed  by  the  natural  passage.  She  did  not  feel  the 
necessity  of  submitting  to  any  further  surgical  treatment,  nor  did  any 
seem  to  be  called  for.  I  have  not  heard  from  her  since  ;  but  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  fistulous  opening  has  contracted  still  more,  so  that  she  ex- 
periences but  little  if  any  inconvenience  from  it. 

The  two  next  patients  were  in  the  Hospital,  and  the  account  of  their 
cases  is  given  below  from  the  records. 

Case  VIII.— March  4th,  1847.— E.  F.,  st.  40,  married.  Patient 
was  in  labor  with  her  third  child  for  twenty-two  hours  ;  was  assisted 
by  a  midwife  ;  no  instruments  were  used  ;  child  was  stillborn.  Has  had 
one  child  since. 

On  examination  by  speculum,  a  fissure,  about  three  fourths  of  an  inch 
in  length,  with  thickened  and  indurated  edges,  is  found  at  fundus  of  blad- 
der, close  to  OS  tincae. 

14th. —  Operation.  Patient  having  been  made  insensible  by  ether,  the 
fundus  of  bladder  was  brought  downwards  and  forwards,  so  that  the  fissure 
was  exposed  at  the  os  externum,  by  means  of  a  whalebone  rod  passed 
through  the  urethra.  The  edges  were  then  pared,  so  that  the  cut  sur- 
faces inclined  from  without  inwards,  and  when  in  contact  the  mucous  mem- 
brane was  corrugated.  Two  sutures  were  then  taken — not  extending 
through  the  inner  coat  of  bladder.  By  this  the  fissure  was  completely 
closed.    A  large  sized  catheter  was  then  fastened  in  the  bladder. 

Patient  states  that  she  suffered  no  pain  from  the  operation.  The  parts 
were  greatly  relaxed  by  the  ether,  so  that  bladder  was  brought  down 
with  perfect  ease. 

21st. — On  examination  this  morning  fissure  was  found  much  contract- 
ed, but  still  admitted  a  small  amount  of  urine  to  pass  through.  Cathe- 
ter was  removed,  and  an  elastic  bougie  introduced  into  bladder,  when 
some  coagula  were  found. 

April  1 1th. — Doing  well.  Slight  leakage  through  fissure,  but  can  re- 
tain water  several  hours.    Sutures  came  away  this  morning. 

P.  M. — Reports  that  whole  trouble  has  returned.  Water  runs  con- 
tinually through  the  fissure. 

14th. — Operation  repeated.  Patient  was  placed  in  bed,  with  trunk 
elevated  so  that  urine  may  gravitate  below  fissure. 

17th. — Doing  well.  May  sit  up.  No  leakage.  Remove  catheter, 
and  pass  an  elastic  one  every  three  or  four  hours. 
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25th. — Fissure  has  closed.  No  leakage.  Is  troubled  with  inconti- 
nence of  urine.  Is  advised  to  pass  catheter  many  times  daily  for  a 
long  time. 

May  3d. — Discharged,  well. 

Case  IX.— G.  H.,  Rhode  Island,  aged  22 ;  Dec.  3,  1849.  Has 

been  married  3  years.  Was  delivered  of  first  child  eight  weeks  ago,  after 
a  severe  labor  of  13  hours.  Child  weighed  11  lbs.  Its  head  was  larger 
than  usual.  No  instruments  were  used.  She  passed  water  perfectly 
well  in  the  afternoon,  just  before  labor  commenced,  but  not  at  all  during 
the  following  night.  Two  days  after  this,  perceived,  for  the  first  time, 
that  her  urine  came  away  continually  without  her  being  able  to  prevent 
it.  This  has  continued  ever  since.  Now,  pulse  80  ;  appetite  good  ; 
bowels  regular.  On  examination,  per  vaginam,  an  oval  opening  is  found, 
two  and  three-quarters  inch  from  meatus,  of  sufficient  size  to  admit  tip  of 
little  finger.  Through  this,  urine  constantly  passes  into  vagina.  External 
labia  and  upper  part  of  thighs  red  and  tender  from  the  constant  discharge. 

Dec.  16.  Operation.  Patient  being  fully  etherized,  fundus  of  bladder 
was  brought  as  near  as  possible  'to  mouth  of  vagina  by  a  whalebone 
bougie  passed  through  meatus,  and  fistulous  opening  exposed  to  view. 
Edges  of  fissure  were  then  pared  by  a  long  narrow  bistoury,  and  united 
by  two  sutures,  mucous  membrane  of  bladder  not  being  included.  Ca- 
theter was  placed  in  bladder. 

17th.    Some  pain  in  hypogastrium.    Last  night  one  dejection. 

19th.  Very  comfortable.  No  dejection.  All  the  urine  flows  through 
catheter.    R.  Ol.  ric,  3  ii. ;  sue.  lim.,  5  i. 

20th.    One  free  dejection. 

22d.    Can  pass  water  naturally.    No  leakage. 

26th.  One  ligature  came  away  to-day.  The  other  is  still  firm.  No 
leakage. 

31st.    Doing  well.  Ligature  still  firm.  No  dejection.  R.  01.  ric,  |  i. 
Jan.  2,  1850.    Ligature  still  remains.    No  leakage.    Can  retain  urine 
for  an  hour  without  difficulty. 

6th.    Doing  well.    No  dejection.    R.  01.  ricin.,  5  iv. 
7th.    Two  dejections. 

9th.  Ligature  has  not  come  away.  No  leakage.  Can  retain  urine 
for  one  and  a  half  hour,  and  expel  it  at  pleasure.  By  request,  discharged, 
well. 

This  patient,  I  have  ascertained,  has  remained  perfectly  well.  The 
remaining  ligature  came  away  without  trouble. 

Though  I  have  extended  this  paper  to  somewhat  of  an  unreasonable 
length,  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  adding  a  few  words  in  order  to  ex- 
plain, a  little  more  in  detail,  the  mode  I  have  adopted  in  doing  the  opera- 
tion, and  of  managing  the  patients  afterwards. 

Before  the  discovery  of  the  anaesthetic  powers  of  ether,  I  found  that 
the  most  difficult  and  painful  part  of  the  operation  consisted  in  bringing 
the  bladder  down  to  the  os  externum.  It  is  now  done  with  comparative 
ease,  and  without  causing  the  slightest  suffering  to  the  patient.  I  have 
administered  the  ether  in  the  three  last  operations  of  this  kind,  and  have 
been  able  to  bring  the  bladder  down,  pare  the  edges  of  the  fistula,  intro- 
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duce  the  ligatures  and  the  catheter,  and  restore  the  bladder  to  its  place,  in 
twenty  minutes ;  when  in  all  the  cases  before,  in  which  I  did  not  use  it, 
the  same  process  required  an  hour,  and  during  the  most  of  that  time  the 
patient  was  suffering  severely.  Besides,  the  fistula  is  sometimes  in  such 
a  situation,  as  when  it  is  near  the  fundus  of  the  bladder,  that  without  this 
agent,  or  some  similar  one,  it  would  be  impossible  to  bring  it  in  view. 

The  patient  being  thoroughly  etherized,  the  bladder  can  be  brought 
down  by  introducing  a  large  sized  bougie  (one  made  of  whalebone,  highly 
polished,  is  to  be  preferred)  into  the  urethra,  to  the  very  fundus  of  the 
bladder,  and  carrying  the  other  end  up  to  the  pubis.  In  this  way  the 
fistula  is  readily  brought  in  sight.  Its  edges  can  be  pared  with  the 
scissors  or  a  knife,  though  usually  both  these  instruments  are  required  ; 
and  this  part  of  the  operation  is  much  facilitated  by  holding  the  edges  by 
means  of  a  double  hook.  In  all  the  cases  that  I  have  examined,  these 
edges  are  thick,  hard,  and  usually  of  a  white  color.  It  is  not  difficult, 
therefore,  to  dissect  up  the  outer  covering  from  the  mucous  coat  of  the 
bladder  to  the  distance  of  two  or  three  lines.  The  needles  are  then  to  be 
passed  through  the  outer  covering  only,  and  as  many  stitches  must  be  in- 
troduced as  may  be  found  necessary  to  bring  the  edges  of  the  fistula  in 
close  contact. 

Since  my  first  operation.  I  have  used  a  short  needle  with  the  eye  near 
the  point,  made  to  fit  on  to  a  long  handle.  The  instrument,  when  the  two 
parts  are  together,  looks  not  much  unlike  a  tenaculum,  though  not  so 
much  curved,  and  considerably  broader  near  the  point. 

As  soon  as  the  needle  is  passed  through  one  side  of  the  fistula,  it  is 
immediately  seized  by  a  forceps,  the  handle  is  withdrawn,  and  the  needle 
is  then  carried  through.  It  is  to  be  then  again  fitted  to  the  handle,  and 
carried  through  to  the  other  side  in  the  same  way.  As  many  stitches  as 
may  be  thought  necessary  to  bring  the  parts  into  close  contact  can  in  this 
way  be  taken  with  great  ease.  One  thread  of  each  stitch  is  to  be  cut 
off ;  it  is  convenient  to  leave  the  other,  as  it  enables  the  operator  and 
patient  to  know  when  the  ligatures  have  separated  from  the  bladder. 

A  large  sized  female  catheter  is  then  to  be  introduced  into  the  bladder, 
and  secured  there  by  means  of  a  T  bandage.  The  patient  should  be 
laid  on  her  side,  with  the  upper  part  of  the  body  somewhat  raised,  so  as 
to  facilitate  the  flow  of  water  through  the  catheter.  This  should  be  re- 
moved at  least  once  in  every  twenty-four  hours,  as  it  is  very  likely  to  be 
obstructed  by  mucus,  coagula  of  blood,  and  occasionally  calculous  con- 
cretions. In  three  days  I  think  it  safe  to  remove  it  altogether,  but  then 
it  should  be  introduced  at  least  once  every  three  hours,  for  ten  or  twelve 
days  more,  so  as  to  prevent  any  accumulation  of  urine  in  the  bladder, 
and  consequent  strain  on  that  organ. 

The  diet  should  consist  entirely  of  liquid,  mucilaginous  food  ;  such  as 
an  infusion  of  slippery  elm,  gum  Arabic  and  water,  flax-seed  tea,  arrow- 
root, and  milk  and  water.  This  diet,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  continued 
till  the  ligatures  come  away. 

The  bowels  should  be  opened  by  some  mild  laxative  a  few  hours  before 
the  operation  ;  but  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  not  be  moved  again  till 
some  days  after. 
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I  think  it  best  for  the  patient  to  use  the  catheter  once  or  twice  a  day 
for  several  weeks,  and  at  any  rate  during  that  time  to  avoid  making  any 
strong  efforts  to  expel  the  urine  by  the  contraction  of  the  bladder. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  I  have  never  had  any  troublesome 
hemorrhage  from  the  operation,  nor  any  alarming  symptoms  after  it.  In 
some  cases  the  pain  has  been  severe  for  two  or  three  days,  and  once  or 
twice  it  has  run  down  the  limb,  apparently  in  the  course  of  the  sciatic 
nerve.  When  performed  in  the  way  that  I  have  recommended,  I  believe 
it  to  be  attended  with  very  little  if  any  danger,  as  the  bladder  is  not  sub- 
jected to  any  considerable  degree  of  violence,  nor  any  part  injured  to  a 
great  extent. 

Boston,  April,  1851. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    APRIL    16,  1851. 


Delegates  to  the  ensuing  Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Associatiori. — 
From  a  circular  issued  by  a  Committee  of  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  we  learn  that  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  proprietors 
of  the  Charleston  Line  of  Steam  Packets  to  convey  the  New  York  Dele- 
gation, at  a  reduced  price ;  and  the  Committee  give  notice  to  delegates  from 
other  places,  who  intend  going  to  Charleston  by  way  of  New  York,  that 
they  can  be  accommodated  in  the  same  way  and  on  the  same  terms.  It  is 
necessary,  however,  that  the  names  of  such  be  transmitted,  post-paid,  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Dr.  M.  D.  Van  Pelt,  59  West  Washing- 
ton Place,  by  the  25th  of  Aprih  The  Steamer  will  sail  on  the  3d  of 
May,  punctually  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  from  Pier  No.  4  North  River,  foot  of 
Morris  street,  New  York.  Delegates  who  avail  themselves  of  this  con- 
veyance "are  requested,  on  arriving  in  the  city,  to  call  at  the  office  of 
Spofford,  Tileston  &  Co.,  48  South  street,  where  their  names  will  be 
registered,  and  on  application  they  will  receive  their  Passage  Tickets." 
"  For  the  accommodation  of  returning  Delegates,  the  Ship  will  remain  at 
Charleston  one  day  longer  than  usual,  if  required."  We  would  again  ex- 
press a  hope  that  the  delegation  from  this  part  of  the  country  ma)''  be  a 
large  one.  The  distance  is  certainly  great,  and  most  physicians  in  active 
practice  will  find  some  inconvenience  attending  their  absence  from  home 
during  the  time  required  for  the  journey  ;  but  it  is  believed  no  one  can 
perform  it  without  deriving  some  benefit  to  himself,  and  many  considera- 
tions of  a  professional  and  public  nature  render  it  desirable  that  this 
gathering  should  not  only  be  a  large  and  friendly  one,  but  composed  of 
members  from  every  part  of  the  Union. 


Massachusetts  General  Hospital — Dr.  Hayward's  Resignatioyi. — We 
have  already  announced  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Hayward  from  the  station, 
as  one  of  the  Surgeons  to  the  Hospital,  which  he  has  so  well  filled  for  a 
long  series  of  years.  We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  the  Trustees  appreciate 
his  services,  and  have  taken  suitable  notice  of  his  resignation  by  passing 
the  following  vote. 
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"  A  communication  from  Dr.  George  Hayward,  by  which  he  declines 
any  longer  to  serve  as  one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Hospital,  having  been 
received  and  read, 

'^Voted,  That  the  Board  sincerely  regret  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Hayward 
from  a  situation  which,  for  twenty-five  years,  he  has  filled  with  so  much 
honor  to  himself  and  usefulness  to  the  community.  It  was  his  privilege 
to  perform  the  first  capital  operation  rendered  painless  by  the  influence  of 
ether — thus  connecting  this  institution  with  the  establishment  of  the  greatest 
discovery  of  the  age.  His  professional  skill,  his  good  judgment,  and  his 
kindness  towards  the  patients,  manifested  throughout  this  long  period  of 
official  duty,  and  which  so  recently  induced  the  Trustees  to  request  a  con- 
tinuance of  his  services,  justly  entitle  him  to  grateful  remembrance  as 
having  been  one  of  the  most  able  and  faithful  officers  of  our  institution." 


Neio  York  State  Lunatic  Asylum. — The  eighth  annual  report  of  the 
managers  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum  of  New  York  has  been  received. 
We  have  never  perused  any  similar  report  with  more  pleasurable  satis- 
faction. Dr.  Benedict,  the  able  superintendent,  has  departed  somewhat 
from  ancient  custom,  and  has  furnished  much  valuable  information  respect- 
ing the  various  propensities  of  the  insane,  together  with  the  best  treatment 
for  the  individual  cases  under  his  immediate  care.  It  is  our  intention  to 
copy  some  of  his  remarks  into  the  Journal  at  an  early  day.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  the  number  of  patients  in  the  house  was  449 ; 
admitted  during  the  year,  367.  Total  num.ber  during  the  year,  816. — Of 
this  number  there  has  been  discharged  : — Recovered,  171  ;  much  improved, 
8;  improved,  49;  unimproved,  108;  died,  51.    Total  discharged,  387. 


Alabama,  State  Medical  Association. — We  are  under  obligations  to  a 
friend  in  Alabama,  for  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
that  State,  at  a  late  Convention  held  in  the  City  of  Mobile.  Its  perusal  has 
afforded  us  much  pleasure.  There  seems  to  be  the  proper  spirit  manifested 
by  the  members  of  the  society,  to  ensure  its  success  and  prosperity.  We 
may  refer  to  the  report  again. 


Singular  Propensity. — It  is  not  an  uncommon  occurrence,  for  females, 
at  times,  to  be  possessed  of  most  singular  and  morbid  appetites.  Substances 
are  sought  after  by  them,  and,  when  obtained,  eaten  with  the  greatest 
avidity,  that  would  seemingly  be  very  injurious.  This  morbid  dis- 
position is  not  always  confined  to  the  chlorotic  or  pregnant,  for  many 
females,  whose  catamenial  function  has  been  well  established,  have  been 
known  to  possess  it.  Charcoal,  chalk,  magnesia,  spices,  resinous  gums, 
&c.,  are  among  the  substances  which  are  commonly  craved  by  such  persons. 
We  lately  had  a  patient  who  was  an  ice  eater,  and  so  strong  was  her 
craving  for  ice,  that  she  could  not  pass  by  a  lump  of  it  without  taking  a 
piece  to  eat.  It  was  her  usual  custom  to  have  a  large  bowl  full  of  it  within 
reach,  and  she  would  take  the  most  delectable  pleasure  in  craunching  the 
lumps.  The  cold  it  produced  in  the  mouth,  was  not  the  object  for  using  it, 
as  other  cold  substances  were  not  relished.  Snow,  iced  creams,  or  iced 
water,  would  not  satisfy  the  longings  ;  it  was  the  solid  ice  that  was  v/anted, 
with  the  pleasurable  sensation  of  cracking  it  between  the  teeth.  Although 
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this  habit  had  been  practised  for  some  years,  yet,  strange  to  say,  the  teeth 
were  uninjured  by  their  unusual  occupation  and  hard  usage.  The  general 
health  of  the  body  had,  however,  suffered,  and  it  was  on  that  account  we 
were  consulted.  We  have  heard  of  but  two  cases  of  this  singular  pro- 
pensity for  eating  ice,  and  both  of  them  exhibited  the  same  phenomenon  of 
disordered  blood.  Previous  to  the  acquisition  of  the  habit,  they  were 
perfectly  well.  There  can  be  no  question,  we  think,  that  this  indulgence 
is  more  attributable  to  the  force  of  an  acquired  habit,  than  to  a  diseased 
condition  of  organs,  which  most  writers  on  the  subject  give  as  the  cause. 


Physicians^  Prescript.ioii  Book. — We  have  received  from  Messrs.  Lind- 
say &  Blakiston,  Philadelphia,  a  pocket  edition  of  "The  Physicians' 
Prescription  Book :  containing  lists  of  terms,  phrases,  contractions  and  ab- 
breviations used  in  prescriptions,  with  explanatory  notes ;  also,  the  gram- 
matical construction  of  prescriptions,  &c.  &c. ;  to  which  is  added  a  key, 
containing  the  prescriptions  in  an  abbreviated  form,  with  a  literal  transla- 
tion. Intended  for  the  use  of  medical  and  pharmaceutical  students.  First 
American,  from  the  tenth  London  edition."  We  know  of  few  works  likely 
to  be  more  acceptable  to  the  students  of  medicine  and  pharmacy,  or  to  the 
practitioner,  than  the  little  one  referred  to  above.  One  half  of  our  phj^si- 
cians  fail  in  writing  elegant  prescriptions,  and  few  of  them  pay  any  atten- 
tion to  their  grammatical  construction ;  therefore  we  feel  sure  that  this 
volume  may  be  profitably  consulted.  The  prosodiacal  vocabulary,  which 
exhibits  the  quantities  and  the  accents  in  the  pronunciation  of  the  names 
of  drugs  and  chemicals  employed  in  medicine,  is  a  very  important  feature 
in  the  volume.  By  the  forms  of  prescriptions,  some  idea  will  be  given 
how  to  put  together  medicines  compatibly,  which  many  of  our  best  practi- 
tioners at  times  fail  to  do,  in  writing  out  their  recipes.  We  hope  our  phy- 
sicians will  avail  themselves  of  a  copy  of  this  little  book;  they  may  rest 
assured  it  will  be  found  mulUim  in  parvo. 


Tildens'  Hydro-alcoholic  Extracts. — Some  few  weeks  since,  we  mention- 
ed in  the  Journal  the  reception  of  some  medical  extracts  from  the  Messrs. 
Tilden  &  Co.,  of  New  Lebanon,  N.  Y.  We  were  not  then  fully  prepared 
to  give  our  opinion  as  to  their  merits,  or  to  make  any  comparison  between 
them  and  the  ones  usually  prepared  by  the  Shakers  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  We  felt  the  need  of  having  such  extracts  prepared  in  a  manner 
that  would  make  them  uniform  in  strength,  and  enable  them  to  resist  the 
changes  of  our  climate.  One  reason,  and  a  most  cogent  one,  why  extracts 
have  fallen  into  disuse  by  the  profession,  is  that,  in  the  process  of  prepara- 
tion, the  active  property  of  the  plant  was  mostly  destroyed,  and  the  arti- 
cles would  either  dry  up  or  become  mouldy.  Now  in  the  process  used  by 
Tilden  &  Co.,  in  preparing  their  extracts,  these  evils  are  entirely  obviated. 
The  samples  of  conium,  hyoscyamus  and  stramonium,  are  among  the  best 
we  have  ever  examined,  and  we  can  see  no  good  reason  why  they  should 
not  come  into  general  use,  in  preference  to  the  imported.  It  affords  us 
much  gratification  to  perceive  that  Messrs.  Tilden  &  Co.  have  arrived 
at  such  perfection  in  the  art  of  preparing  these  extracts  ;  and  they  may 
rest  assured  if  they  continue  to  serve  the  profession  with  pure  prepara- 
tions, their  articles  will  be  appreciated  and  used. 
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FranJdin  Coicaty  Medical  Society. — The  Franklin  County  District  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  was  organized  on  the  2d  of  April, 
1S51,  and  the  following  officers  were  elected  : — 

Dr.  Stephen  W.  Williams,  of  Deerfield,  President.  Dr.  James  Deane, 
of  Greentiold,  Secretary  a?id  Treasurer.  Dr.  Alpheus  F.  Stone,  of  Green- 
field, Librarian.  Drs.  E.  W.  Carpenter  of  Bernardston,  Dr.  C.  Duncan 
of  Shelbiirne,  Dr.  James  Deane,  Censors.  Drs.  Alpheus  F.  Stone,  Stephen 
W.  Williams,  W.  Hamilton  of  Conway,  Counsellors.  Dr.  C.  W.  Knowl- 
ton,  of  Ashfield,  was  appointed  Delegate  to  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tio?i,  to  be  holden  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  in  May  next. 


Delegates  fro /}i  New  Hampshire  to  the  American  Medical  Associatio7i. — 
The  State  Medical  Society  have  appointed  the  followinji-  delegates  to  the 
next  meeting,  at  Charleston  : — James  Batcheller,  Marlborough  ;  Wm.  H. 
H.  Mason,  Moultonborough  ;  Edward  H.  Parker,  Concord  ;  C.  H.  Shack- 
ford,  Somersworth  ;  Thomas  H.  Marshall,  Mason  ;  Charles  P.  Gage,  Con- 
cord ;  Noah  Martin,  Dover  ;  Albert  Smith,  Peterborough;  P.  A.  Stack- 
pole,  Dover  ;  J.  S.  Fernald,  Harrington  ;  Adoniram  Smalley,  Lyme. 


The  Formation  of  Sugar  in  the  Liver. — M.  CI.  Bernard  read  before  the 
Academy  of  Sciences,  Paris,  an  essay  in  which,  after  referring  to  the  ex- 
periments of  Magendie  and  other  physiologists,  which  demonstrated  the 
existence,  sometimes,  of  sugar  in  the  blood  and  other  animal  fluids  ;  re- 
garded by  them  as  accidental  and  dependent  on  the  nature  of  the  food;  it 
was  shown  that  the  presence  of  sugar  in  animal  organisms  is  constant,  and 
indispensable  to  the  performance  of  certain  regular  functions;  that  the 
production  of  sugar  is  a  constant  and  special  function  of  the  liver;  that 
this  function  is  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  nervous  system  ;  and, 
lastly,  that  the  blood  which  flows  from  the  liver  into  the  sub-hepatic  veins 
invariably  contains  sugar  in  man  and  animals,  whatever  may  be  the  nature 
of  their  aliment. — London  Medical  Gazette. 


Married, — In  Haverhill,  Dr.  James  R.  Nichols  to  Miss  Margaret  Gale. 


Died, — In  Clinton,  Michig-an,  Dr.  Linus  Stevens,  formerly  of  Clarcmont,  N.  H.,  SG. — At  New 
York,  of  Isthmus  fever,  Franklin  Gage,  ]M.D.,  a  native  of  Augusta,  Me.,  late  surgeon  of  the  Pana- 
ma Railroad  Company,  and  formerly  U.  S.  Consul  at  Cardenas. — In  New  York,  Dr.  J.  Smyth 
Rogers,  56. 


To  CoRRKSPONDENTS. — Several  communications,  already  acknowledged,  are  excluded  from 
to-day's  Journal,  by  Dr.  Ilayward's  report  of  important  cases.  There  are  also  on  hand,  papers 
from  Dr.  Aver  of  Boston,  Dr.  Pineo  of  Barnstable,  Dr.  Lacombe  of  Puerto  Cabello,  Dr.  G.  B. 
Smith  of  Baltimore,  Dr.  Stone  of  Worcester,  J.  W.  of  Royalston,  and  "  IMedicus  "  of  Philadelphia. 

We  are  without  letters  from  the  absent  Editor,  since  those  published  in  the  Journal.  More  are 
expected  from  him  previous  to  his  return,  and  the  cause  of  the  delay  is  unknown. 


Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  weekending  Saturday  noon,  April  12,  71. — ftlalcs,  42 — fenmles,  29. 
Accidental,  1 — apoplexy,  2 — intlammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — disease  of  the  bones,  1 — bronchitis,  1 
— burn,  1 — consumption,  11 — convulsions,  2 — cancer,  1 — canker,  1 — croup,  I — delirium  tremens, 
1 — dysentery,  1 — dyspepsia,  1 — dropsy,  1 — ihopsy  of  the  brain,  2 — drowned,  2 — erysipelas,  1 — 
epilepsy,  1 — typhus  fever,  t— typhoid  fever,  1  — lung  fever,  3 — brain  fever,  1 — fracture.  1 — hoop- 
ing cough,  3 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — hernia,  1 — infantile,  2 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — ma- 
rasmus, 2 — measles,  5 — neuralgia,  1 — old  age,  3 — palsy,  2 — pleurisy,  1 — suicide,  1 — teething,  1  — 
unknown,  3. 

Under  o  years,  21 — between  5  and  20  years.  9 — I)etween  20  and  1-0  years,  22 — between  40  and 
GO  vears,  15 — over  GO  years,  5.    Americans,  3G  ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  35. 
The  above  includes  10  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 
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Tuscarora  Sour  Spring. — This  spring  is  situated  in  the  Indian  Reserve, 
about  nine  nniles  south  of  Brantford,  and  three  miles  south  of  the  bank  of 
the  Grand  River,  in  the  County  of  Wentworth,  Upper  Canada.  The 
country  for  some  distance  around  is  thickly  wooded,  but  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  spring,  is  a  small  clearing,  upon  a  rising  ground,  on  one 
side  of  which  is  the  spring,  in  an  enclosure  eight  or  ten  rods  square.  In 
the  centre  of  this,  is  a  hillock  eight  or  ten  feet  high,  made  up  of  the  gnarled 
roots  of  a  pine  now  partially  decayed.  The  whole  enclosure  is  covered 
with  crumbling  rotten  wood,  and  resembles  a  tan-heap;  upon  digging 
down  eighteen  inches,  the  same  material  was  found,  apparently  derived 
from  the  crumbling  away  of  the  trunk  of  the  once  huge  pine  whose  roots 
now  occupy  the  centre  of  the  enclosure.  The  whole  soil,  if  it  may  be 
thus  designated,  is  saturated  with  acid  water,  and  the  mould  at  the  top  of 
the  hillock,  as  well  as  without  the  enclosure,  is  strongly  acid. 

The  principal  spring  is  at  the  east  side  of  the  stump,  and  has  a  round 
basin  about  eight  feet  in  diameter  and  about  four  to  five  feet  deep  ;  the 
bottom  is  soft  mud,  and  there  is  no  visible  outlet;  and  at  the  centre  a  con- 
stant ebullition  is  going  on  from  the  evolution  of  small  bubbles  of  gas, 
\vhich  is  found  on  examination  to>  be  carburetted  hydrogen.  The  water  is 
slightly  turbid  and  brownish-colored,  apparently  from  the  surrounding 
decayed  wood,  which  indeed  forms  the  sides  of  the  basis.  It  is  strongly 
acid  and  styptic  to  the  taste,  and  at  the  same  time  decidedly  sulphurous; 
a  bright  silver  coin  is  readily  blackened  by  the  water,  and  the  odor  of 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  is  perceived  for  some  distance  round  the  place. 
Within  a  few  feet  of  this,  was  another  smaller  basin,  evolving  gas  more 
copiously  than  the  other,  and  somewhat  more  sulphurous  to  the  taste, 
although  not  more  acid.  In  other  parts  of  the  enclosure  there  were  three 
or  four  smaller  cavities  partly  filled  with  water  more  or  less  acid,  and 
evolving  a  small  quantity  of  gas.  The  temperature  of  the  larger  spring 
was  56  deg.  F.,  that  of  the  smaller  one  56  deg.  near  the  surface,  but  on 
burying  it  in  the  soft  mud  at  the  bottom  it  rose  to  60.5  deg.  The  specific 
gravity  was  found  to  be  1005. 5S3. — HunVs  Survey  of  Canada. 


Medical  College  of  Georgia. — The  course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institu- 
tion was  closed  on  the  last  day  of  February,  after  a  session  of  four  months, 
during  which  there  occurred  not  the  slightest  incident  to  mar  the  good 
feeling  which  prevailed  between  the  Faculty  and  Students,  nor  to  lessen 
the  high  esteem  in  which  the  class  has  ever  been  held  by  the  community. 
There  were  in  attendance  159  gentlemen,  of  whom  127  were  from  Georgia, 
13  from  Alabama,  12  from  South  Carolina,  2  from  Mississippi,  1  from 
Ohio,  1  from  Tennessee,  1  from  North  Carolina,  1  from  Kentucky,  and  1 
from  Arkansas. 

Fifty  members  of  the  class,  having  complied  with  all  the  requisitions  of 
the  College,  were  graduated  on  the  4th  day  of  March.  The  Doctorate 
having  been  conferred  by  Ex-Governor  Schley,  a  very  appropriate,  chaste 
and  creditable  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  C.  T.  Quintard,  of  Cobb" 
County,  and  a  valedictory  full  of  warm-hearted  and  touching  sentiments 
by  Dr.  R.  E.  J.  Thompson,  of  Burke  County. — South.  Med.  Journal. 


The  population  of  Virginia,  according  to  the  recent  census,  numbers 
1,428,000,  of  which  1755  are  physicians— giving  a  ratio  of  one  physician 
to  every  813  inhabitants. — Stethoscope. 
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MALrORMATION  OF  THE  BLADDER  AND  GENITAL  ORGANS,  m  AN 

INFANT. 

BY  JAMES    AYER,   M.D.,  BOSTON. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  .lournal.] 

The  unfortunate  infant,  the  particulars  of  whose  case  I  will  detail,  is  now 
18  weeks  old.  Its  parents — the  father  a  Dane,  and  the  mother  a  Nor- 
wegian— are  well  formed  and  healthy.  They  have  an  older  child,  per- 
fect in  every  respect.  At  the  period  of  accouchement  the  mother  had 
no  apprehensions,  and  was  delivered  after  one  hour's  active  pains.  The 
child  weighed  eight  pounds  at  birth,  and  was  well  developed  except  in 
the  parts  to  be  described.  On  tying  the  funis,  it  was  found  attached  low 
down,  near  the  symphysis  pubis,  and  at  the  upper  margin  of  what  ap- 
peared to  be  a  red  and  protruding  mass,  or  tumor.  This  tumor  had  the 
bright  red  color  and  appearance  of  mucous  membrane  ;  and  was  situat- 
ed just  above,  and  in  close  proximity  with,  the  symphysis  pubis. 

The  present  appearance  of  the  tumor  resembles,  in  form,  the  half  of 
an  English  walnut,  split  longitudinally  ;  having  elevations  and  depressions 
like  those  of  the  shell.  Its  longest  diameter,  at  right  angles  with  the 
median  line,  is  one  inch  and  a  quarter  ;  its  shortest,  or  mesial  diameter, 
three  fourths  of  an  inch,  and  the  circumference  three  and  a  quarter 
inches.  Its  whole  surface  is  covered  with  a  slight  mucous  secretion, 
which  was  much  more  copious  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  investing  mem- 
brane has  become  somewhat  indurated,  and  the  child  suffers  far  less  frora 
irritation. 

'  On  prominent  points,  at  the  two  sides  of  the  tumor,  may  be  observed 
little  orifices,  scarcely  admitting  the  point  of  the  smallest  probe,  which 
are  the  mouths  of  the  two  ureters.  The  urine  is  constantly  observed  to 
be  dribbling  from  these  openings.  Immediately  beneath  the  tumor,  and 
separated  from  it  by  a  deep  fissure,  is  observed  a  body,  half  an  inch 
long,  and  nearly  as  large  as  the  tip  of  the  little  finger,  imperforate,  and 
resembling  the  glans  penis.    The  body  of  that  organ  is  evidendy  wanting. 

The  pelvic  bones  are  separated  at  the  symphysis  the  distance  of  an 
inch.  The  whole  abdomen  has  a  flattened  appearance.  The  tumor 
recedes,  but  does  not  disappear,  when  the  child  is  quiet  on  its  back  ;  its 
sizes  is  increased  when  it  cries.  When  the  diapers  were  changed,  for 
the  first  four  weeks,  involuntary  evacuations  of  the  bowels  took  place, 
12 
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from  exposure  of  the  parts  to  the  air.  At  that  period  painful  excoria- 
tion was  constantly  kept  up,  from  the  incessant  dribbling  of  urine  on 
the  thighs  and  perineum.  Beneath  the  glans  is  seen  the  scrotum,  of  the 
usual  size. 

The  child  has  nursed  well,  and  gained  flesh  ;  when  13  weeks  old  it 
weighed  thirteen  pounds.  It  bears  its  troubles  with  a  patience  that 
would  be  commendable  in  sufferers  of  a  larger  trrowth. 

The  tumor  is  undoubtedly  the  posterior  wall  of  the  urinary  bladder, 
protruding  beyond  the  abdomijial  walls.  The  theory  of  Chaussier,  who 
6rst  described  this  deformity,  and  which  was  adopted  by  Sir  Astley 
Cooper,  is.  that  the  bladder,  after  its  formation,  is  protruded  through  the 
walls  of  the  abdomen,  and  adheres  to  the  sides  of  the  fissure;  and  in 
this  position  the  viscus  suffers  a  loss  of  its  anterior  surface  from  lacera- 
tion, absorption  or  otherwise. 

The  second  theory  is  that  of  M.  Isidore  Geoffrey  St.  Hilaire,  who  be- 
lieves that  all  the  complications  of  extroversion  of  the  bladder  result 
from  arrests  of  development ;  and  that  the  various  grades  of  them  are 
governed  by  invariable  laws.  I  have  neither  the  space  nor  dis{X)sition  to 
discuss  these  different  theories.  ^  The  latter,  I  believe,  is  the  one  more 
generally  adopted  by  the  profession  ;  and  its  principles  w  ill  apply  to 
many  other  anomalies,  besides  the  one  under  notice. 

The  defonnity  of  J   H  .  whose  case  is  familiar  to  medical 

gentlemen  in  this  city,  is  almost  precisely  like  that  of  this  child.  An 
account  of  liis  case  was  first  published  by  Prof  Dueas.  of  Georgia,  and 
a  surffical  operation  for  its  relief  proposed,  but  never  perfonned.  Other 
interesting  cases  have  been  published  ;  and  judging  fi^m  the  statistics  we 
have,  the  malfomiation  is  far  more  fi-equent  in  males  than  in  females. 

April  llrA,  1S51. 


P  R  0  F  E  S  <  I O  N  A  L   T  R  A  \'  E  L . 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sai^cal  Journal.] 

My  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux.  I  think  it  was,  said,  some  time  ago.  the 
schoolmaster  Is  abroad.''  What  of  truth  there  was  in  this  declaration, 
we  do  not  stop  to  consider.  One  thing  we  do  know,  that  physicians  are 
abroad.  ?Sever,  perhaps,  was  there  such  an  cuiiount  of  professional  tra- 
vel as  at  this  precise  moment.  It  remains  to  be  seen  what  \s  ill  be  the 
effect  upon  health,  or,  rather,  disease.  Students  used  to  go  aw  ay,  to 
parts  unknown,  to  study  and  see  what  it  w  as  supposed  they  could  not 
find  at  home.  And  it  was  pleasant,  after  four  yeais  in  college,  and 
tliree  in  the  medical  school — seven  lon^c  and  weaiy  years  in  all — it  was 
pleasant,  when  the  apprenticeship  was  over,  to  travel,  to  go  to  France 
and  to  Encrland.  see  the  world,  for^ret  home,  and  ojow  wiser.  To  cross 
the  Atlantic  was  reckoned  a  marvellous  sharpener  of  wit,  and  doubtless 
the  community  was  better  for  the  trip.  They  go  so  now.  from  the  schools. 
But  besides  this,  which  is  much,  men  leave  their  practice,  yes,  and 
their  families — learned  and  established  practitioners,  and  stan  off.  and  in 
about  ten  days  are  a  thousand  leagues  fi-om  home  and  practice,  and 
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among  new  nations,  new  faces,  new  worlds.  Now  is  not  this  excellent  ? 
Who  commcndeth  it  not  ?  The  medical  neophyte  comes  home  with  the 
prestige  of  foreign  travel  about  him — he  is  a  novelty — he  has  brought 
home  with  him  excellent  knowledge,  and  a  handsome  coat.  He  is  ready 
to  mount  the  brass,  and  to  let  the  world  of  home  know  where  he  is. 
He  is  ready,  too,  to  let  that  same  world  know  what  he  is,  as  opportunity 
may  serve.    He  is  harnessed  and  ready  to  draw. 

But  settled  practitioners,  we  said,  have  in  numbers  plucked  up 
stakes  of  late,  and  noiselessly  slipped  away.  Now  this  is  excellent. 
Who  is  not  rejoiced  to  learn,  in  every  list  of  passengers  his  eye  may 
meet,  the  names  of  well-known  men,  whom  the  world  have  honored,  and 
in  whom  large  publics  confide — who  have  been  faithful  to  work  till  rest 
or  change  is  asked  for,  gently  sought — and  who  have  obeyed  the  trust- 
worthy mstinct  and  are  away  before  near  acquaintances  dream  of  their 
departure.  This  season  is  remarkable,  it  was  said,  for  this  kind  of  pro- 
fessional travelling.  Professors  of  medical  schools,  north  and  south,  east 
and  west,  are  on  the  wing.  They  have  got  through  the  winter  session 
are  escaping  the  spring  ones,  are  off  for  study,  for  pleasure,  for  genuine 
relaxation,  and  some  for  health  ;  and  most  heartily  do  we  wish  they  may 
get  full  measure  of  each. 

No  physician  in  actual  practice  knows  what  entire  relaxation  from 
business  is.  His  bed,  his  study,  his  table,  his  family — it  is  wrong  to  call 
these  his — they  are  none  of  his, — they  are  daily  sacrifices  to  his  stem 
duty.  He  is  the  willing,  cheerful  servant  of  all.  Summer  or  winter, 
wet  or  dry,  sick  or  well,  in  sorrow  or  in  joy  ;  the  physician  in  theory 
and  in  practice  is  to  be  forever  ready,  from  his  graduation  to  his  death- 
day.  That  is,  he  is  to  be  ready  while  on  the  spot,  and  as  long  as  his 
name  is  up.  And  who  takes  it  down  ?  The  executor  may  !  The  law- 
yer has  rest,  periodical  rest,  vacations.  He  travels  just  when,  and  as 
he  pleases.  The  clergyman  gets  bi'onchitis,  and  a  vote  of  absence,  and 
continued  salary — and  he,  too,  travels,  or,  if  in  health,  is  delegated  to  a 
world's  convention  of  some  sort,  and  rejoices  in  the  "  wide  weltering 
sea,"  and  in  the  novelties  and  freedom  of  foreign  peoples  and  in  the  new 
air  of  other  climes.  The  physician  at  his  post  has  no  rest — has  no  time. 
He  is  the  cheerfuUest  of  men  notwithstanding,  and  the  hardest  worked  of 
them  all.  He  is  in  the  midst  and  pressure  of  suffering  and  sorrow,  and 
yet  in  his  own  heart  he  has  the  deep  consciousness  that  he  is  trying  to 
remove  both,  and  in  that,  and  in  his  frequent  success,  he  has  peace  and  joy. 
Meeting  one  day  an  old  physician,  a  true  gentleman,  and  of  more  than 
70 — he  lived  in  the  country,  and  used  to  drive  to  town  in  an  old-fashion- 
ed sulkey — meeting  this  honored  acquaintance  one  day,  the  talk  fell  on  the 
profession,  its  pleasures  and  its  trials,  and  the  question  rose  how  old  in 
practice  my  friend  of  the  sulkey  was.  "  I  have  been  in  the  fills  fifty 
years,"  said  he,  and  with  a  twinkle  in  the  tail  of  his  eye,  he  added,  "  I 
shall  stay  in  them  as  long  as  I  can  bo  buckled  in."  Here  was  cheerful 
patience,  for  he  did  a  suffering  work  out  there  among  the  Blue  Hills. 
How  happy  he  always  seemed,  and  how  wide  was  the  love  for  him  ! 
Now  foreign  travel  takes  a  medical  man,  as  the  saying  is,  right  out  of 
harness  and  track.    The  slate  hangs  clean  in  the  entry.    The  bell  rests 
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all  night — unwonted,  tranquil  sleep  is  on  all  the  house.  He  rests,  too. 
His  long  accumulated  predisposition  (to  be  professional)  for  pleasurable 
excitement — delight  with  the  new,  with  anything  that  is  change,  forth- 
with brings  with  it  gratification,  and  alteration  in  him.  He  gets  a  new  step, 
a  different  gait.  He  walks  faster.  He  talks  faster,  and  for  a  day  or 
two  even  after  he  gets  home  again,  men  say  how  much  changed  ! — how 
full  of  spirit !  Yes,  sometimes,  how  young !  We  remember  a  frequent 
visiter  here  from  abroad,  a  medical  man  in  the  largest  and  best  practice 
in  London — Dr.  Holland.  He  has  been  with  us  a  number  of  times, 
and  takes  interest  in  what  he  finds  here.  It  is  said  that  he  packs  up  and 
mns  away  from  practice  every  year,  making  a  vacation  of  good  two 
months  in  the  finest  season,  and  with  the  modern  facilities  of  travel,  treats 
himself  often  to  new  peoples  and  new  climes.  Now  is  not  this  a  most 
excellent  habit — an  admirable  rule  and  mode  of  life  ?  Does  it  not 
keep  heart  and  mind,  both,  in  health,  and  active — lengthen  life  and 
make  its  whole  years,  latest  as  well  as  earliest,  worth  having — worth  do- 
ing much  to  prolong  ?  We  are  told  to  follow  good  example.  What 
better  one  for  a  doctor  than  this  ?  And  who  more  worthy  to  set  it  than 
the  man  who  has  done  so  mlich  to  honor  his  profession,  and  who  so 
largely  deserves  its  honor  ? 

It  is  grateful,  in  this  notice  of  medical  travelling,  to  find  that  our  friends 
at  home  are  on  the  wing.  Boston  is  numerously  represented  in  Europe. 
W^e  miss  three  professors  in  our  medical  school — Professors  H.  J.  Bige- 
low,  J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  and  J.  P.  Cook,  who  are  filling  the  interval  be- 
tween the  lecture  terms  with  large  opportunities  for  increasing  the  know- 
ledge to  the  acquisition  of  which  they  have  devoted  so  much  of  their 
lives  ;  and  thus  are  making  themselves  more  valuable  teachers  and  prac- 
titioners of  their  several  callings.  The  same  -is  true  of  professors  of 
other  medical  schools.  In  the  journals  and  newspapers  of  the  day,  we 
read  constantly  of  these  important  changes  of  place,  and  all  of  which 
will  bring  with  them  their  reward.  Other  members  of  the  profession  are 
away.  We  miss  some  of  our  pleasant  professional  acquaintances  and 
friends  who  are  thus  passing  a  few  months  abroad,  and  for  whom  we  have 
too  sincere  regard  to  wish  them  for  our  sakes  to  hurry  home.  Never 
was  the  time  here  so  healthful,  and  enough  of  the  body  remain  to  pre- 
serve to  the  republic  of  disease  a  safe  care. 

There  is  another  class,  of  whom  a  word.  These  do  not  travel.  They 
remain  at  home,  professional  fixtures,  and  day  and  night  are  on  hand. 
Some  of  these,  it  is  thought,  have  grown  old,  or,  at  all  events,  are  grow- 
ing rusty.  To  such,  change  of  place  and  circumstance  would  be  of  im- 
mense advantage.  Put  aside  a  dull  razor  for  a  month  or  two,  and  it  is 
found  to  be  quite  sharp  when  next  used.  Your  coat  is  growing  old.  Its 
seams  reflect  the  light,  and  other  places  have  lost  their  nap.  Put  this 
coat  into  a  drawer  and  keep  it  dark  for  a  few  months.  Then  take  it  out 
and  put  it  on,  and  you  will  hardly  know  it ;  and  the  passer  by  may  stop 
to  congratulate  you  on  your  new  purchase.  Now,  if  such  changes  hap- 
pen to  dead  matter,  old  razors  and  old  clothes,  what  may  not,  nay,  what 
does  not  happen  to  an  old  body,  from  foreign  travel  ?  With  a  slight  va- 
riation we  may  say  of  such — Ccelum  et  animum  mutant  qui  trans  mare  cur- 
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runt.  The  mind  is  waked  up  from  the  skimbering  of  a  routine  life. 
The  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth  give  to  it  freer  Hfe.  And  then 
how  active  becomes  thought — how  rapid  is  intellectual  and  moral  sym- 
pathy. Unknown  men,  distinguished  men  are  visited.  The  stranger  has 
much  that  is  novel  to  communicate,  for  his  old  experiences  are  in  the  foreign 
land,  and  to  the  foreign  mind,  new.  Habitual  expressions  of  countenance, 
long  associated  intellectual  manifestations,  gradually  give  way  before  the 
foreio-n  life,  and  the  staid  old  man  loses  much  of  the  time-worn  in  the 
first  place  ;  and  the  replacings  of  the  new,  m  the  second,  make  him,  as 
the  phrase  is,  an  "  altered  man."  He  comes  home.  He  hears  every- 
where of  the  change,  and  of  the  improvement,  and  goes  to  work  again 
with  not  a  litde  of  the  freshness  and  vivacity  of  earlier  years.  Far  be 
it  from  me  to  compare  an  old  doctor  to  a  dull  razor,  or  to  a  thread-bare 
rusty  coat.  But  how  striking  the  change  in  both  ;  in  the  one  by  rest 
and  by  being  forgotcen,  the  other  wholly  by  new  modes  and  scenes  of 
being  and  of  acting. 

But,  says  the  old  but  perfecdy  active  and  healthfid  physician,  "  I  am 
an  old  man.  I  cannot  live  long.  I  want  rest.  I  cannot  take  the 
chances,  the  rough  and  tumble  of  life  ;  my  heart  is  ossified,  or  the  aorta  is, 
and  if  I  move  a  step  quicker,  or  get  a  jolt,  why  the  old  worn-out  organ 
may  burst,  and  that  will  be  the  end  of  me.  I  have,  finally,  got  into  cer- 
tain ways,  and  I  cannot  go  out  of  them  for  pleasanter  ones.  I  am  satis- 
fied." Now,  with  entire  respect  for  these  aged  and  honored  friends,  I  cannot 
see  the  force  of  any  or  of  all  the  objections  they  bring  to  foreign  travel. 
I  do  not  believe  their  hearts  are  half  so  bad  as  they  tell  us  they  are.  I 
do  not  believe  so  much  in  this  "  heart  disease,"  which  the  coroner  so 
often  diagnoses  after  death  and  without  any  post-mort.  .\nd  if  it  really^ 
exist,  I  will  venture  without  a  fee  to  say  that  such  change  as  foreign  travel 
brings  with  it,  may  be  the  best  means  of  arresting  the  malady,  and  of 
putting  it  where  it  may  be  forgotten. 

But  how  shall  this  class  get  away  ?  How  shall  they  break  loose  from 
the  safe  and  pleasant  moorings  which  hard-worked  frames,  and  deeply- 
wrought  minds,  have  looked  for  and  found  in  the  competency  and  confi- 
dences of  age?  Grown  old,  and  getting  rusty,  make  up  the  whole  case. 
The  remedy  for  such  symptoms  is  foreign  travel.  But  when  and  how  to 
go.  Leave  home  at  once.  Resolve  to  do  this,  and  be  off.  To  deter- 
mine upon  such  an  act  is  full  half  of  its  preparation.  To  begin  it  is  the 
other  half — its  accomplishment.  There  is  no  possible  objection  to  this 
course.  There  is  no  danger  and  no  discomfort  in  it.  Precedent,  expe- 
rience, is  in  its  favor,  and  most  seriously  do  we  recommend  the  trial  to  all 
those  who  can  make  it.  I  spoke  to  an  old  friend  about  this  matter,  a 
short  time  since.  He  said  he  was  old  and  tired,  and  wanted  nothing  so 
much  as  rest.  He  does  work  still,  however,  though  in  years  and  in 
wealth — recollects  "  melting  days."  He  was  waiting  quiedy  for  a  rest 
which  would  last  forever.  Why  not  consciously  and  practically  begin 
it  now  ? 

We  have  some  home  travel  which  has  been  thought  pleasant  and 
useful.  Physicians  from  every  State  meet  annually  in  some  one,  stay- 
several  days,  do  some  business  ;  but,  better  and  above  all,  get  away 
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from  home,  from  every-day  toil,  from  the  eternal  sameness  of  every- 
day, every-hour  duty,  and  endlessly-repeated  avocations.  They  see 
different  men,  different  societies,  meet  old  acquaintances  and  make  new. 
These  are  excellent  things,  these  annual  professional  and  friendly  meet- 
ings, and  we  hope  they  may  be  forever.  The  present  year,  in  May, 
the  Association  meet  in  Charleston,  S.  C.  Its  latest  session  was  in  Cin- 
cinnati. It  had  been  North  and  somewhat  South  before.  Take  a  month, 
ye  who  propose  to  go  to  Charleston — and  travel  about,  and  take  your 
pleasure  in  unobstructed  leisure.  We  who  remain  mean  to  go  to  Wor- 
cester with  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and  give  at  least  one  day 
of  spring  time  to  the  country,  and  to  rest.  Should  it  be  my  lot  to  make 
a  larger  demand  on  the  time  of  the  year,  I  will  tell  you  of  some  of  my 
experiences,  which,  if  you  please,  you  may  tell  to  the  brethren.  * 


HOMOEOPATH  V. 

BY  EDWARD  WARREN.  M.D. 
[Coinniuiiicated  for  the  Boston  Meilical  aiul  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  medical  profession  have  undoubtedly  bestowed  sufficient  attention 
upon  the  doctrines  of  Hahnemann  and  his  followers,  from  the  time  of 
their  first  promulgation,  and  have  thoroughly  and  impartially  investigated 
them,  at  least  so  far  as  light  can  be  obtained  from  their  books  or  publi- 
cations. The  result  has  been,  that  the  profession  have  pronounced 
against  them,  and  essays  and  papers  have  not  been  wanting  in  which  the 
principles  and  ])ractice  of  homceopathy  have  been  held  up  to  ridicule,  as 
absurd  and  unphilosophical. 

Yet,  I  believe  that  this  mode  of  practice  is  greatly  indebted  to  its  ene- 
mies for  its  extension  and  popularity.  All  its  opposei-s  have  united  in  ex- 
pressing their  confidence  in  the  harmlessness  of  the  medicines  emploved. 
This  assurance  has  weighed  more  with  the  public  of  all  classes,  than  all 
that  has  been  said  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  practice.  People  love 
novelty,  and  once  assured  of  the  safety  of  the  means  employed,  they 
are  eager  to  try  the  system.  The  smallness  of  the  doses  is  a  strong  re- 
commendation. Regular  physicians  assure  them  that  the  medicines  are 
perfectly  harmless  :  homceopathists  assure  them  that  they  can  cure  them. 

The  writer  of  an  able  article  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  April, 
1S50,  remarks  upon  the  impropriety  of  the  designation  *•  allopath  "  for 
the  regular  practitioner  ;  as  legitimate  medicine  is  based  upon  no  such 
doctrine  as  contraria  contrariis  curantur.  He  uses  the  words  ortho- 
dox,'' "regular"*  and  legitimate  "  medicine,  in  which  I  propose  to 
follow  him,  at  the  risk  of  censure  for  undue  assumption. 

I  would  ask,  then,  are  regular  practitioners  justified  in  stating  that  the 
remedies  employed  by  homceopathist^  are  harmless  and  inert.  We  con- 
sider their  theory  false,  but  a  celebrated  ancient  authority  tells  us  that 
"  all  medical  theory  is  false.''  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  the  highest 
philosophical  authority  for  the  assertion,  that  there  is  no  error  \\hich 
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does  not  contain  a  portion  of  truth.  It  is  owing,  then,  to  the  portion 
of  truth  they  contain,  that  the  doctrines  of  homoeopathy  flourish. 

Have  orthodox  physicians  ever  followed  the  homoeopath  into  the  sick 
chamber  ;  or  analyzed  his  drugs  ?  Is  he  really  bound  by  his  master's 
theories,  any  more  than  we  are  bound  by  the  dogmas  of  Hippocrates, 
Galen  or  Sydenham  ?  We  think  ourselves  privileged  to  draw  from  all 
sources  in  the  cause  of  humanity  ;  whatever  is  found  beneficial  in  the 
hands  of  the  empiric,  the  nostrum  vender,  the  hydropathist,  or  the  ho- 
moeopathist,  we  employ  without  hesitation.  Are  we  not  to  believe  that 
the  homoeopath  will  do  the  same  ? 

It  will  be  found  in  practice,  both  here  and  in  Europe,  that  these  prac- 
titioners employ  the  most  powerful  remedies  in  the  pharmacopoeia  in 
their  treatment  of  the  sick  ;  medicines  in  which  very  great  efficiency 
may  be  obtained  in  very  small  bulk.  For  diseases  of  the  skin,  they  give 
arsenic  ;  for  nervous  headache,  diseases  of  the  spine,  Sic,  they  give  nux 
vomica.  Nux  vomica  or  strychnine  seems  to  be  the  favorite  medicine. 
We  find  that  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera  in  Russia,  the  homoeopa- 
thists  boasted  of  considerable  success,  and  their  medicines  were  veratrum 
album,  ipecac,  and  nux  vomica.  It  matters  little,  as  to  the  result,  whe- 
ther strychnine  is  actually  employed,  or  whether  they  have  the  power  of 
preparing  an  equally  powerful  extract  of  nux  vomica.  It  is  generally 
given  by  them  of  sufficient  efficiency  to  produce  dizziness.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  we  might  advantageously  employ  strychnine,  much 
more  extensively  than  we  do,  if  its  use  was  not  attended  with  so  much 
danger;  a  slight  increase  of  the  dose  sometimes  producing  terrible  effects. 
Homoeopathists  employ  ipecac,  in  bulk.  It  is  an  exception  to  their  rules, 
but  it  is  sanctioned  by  the  dogma  similia  similihus.  Ipecac,  produces 
vomiting,  and  is  one  of  the  most  efficient  means  of  checking  it.  Dr. 
Billing  notices  a  similar  power  in  antimony.  Nearly  all  this  class  of 
practitioners  avail  themselves  of  hydropathy.  Blisters,  venesection, 
leeches,  injections,  &;c.,  are  not  rejected. 

The  temptations  to  become  homoeopathists  are  very  great.  Let  us 
suppose  that  a  young  man  educated  at  the  medical  schools,  commences 
practice  either  in  the  city  or  the  country.  His  abilities  may  not  be 
sufficient  to  attract  attention,  and  he  cannot  starve.  He  goes  into  a 
new  place,  purchases  some  homoeopathic  books  and  medicines,  and  com- 
mences a  new  career.  Patients  are  attracted  to  him  by  novelty  ;  and 
he  tells  them  that  the  medicines  he  gives  require  the  utmost  caution 
with  regard  to  diet  and  regimen,  to  insure  their  efficacy.  He  tells  them 
honestly  that  his  medicines  are  safe,  but  that  there  may  be  very  great 
power,  when  required,  in  his  small  doses.  Cutaneous  diseases  are  sub- 
mitted to  him,  and  these  he  cures  with  arsenic  ;  not  secretly,  but  openly. 
His  patients  have  perfect  confidence  that  so  small  doses  are  perfectly 
harmless,  and  they  have  orthodox  warrant  for  believing  so.  Nervous 
headaches,  spinal  affections  and  neuralgia,  are  cured  with  strychnia  or 
morphine.  For  emetics,  he  employs  antimony,  nr  resorts  to  the  regular 
doses  of  ipecac,  with  the  apology  similia  similihus.  For  cathartics,  he 
can  often  advantageously  substitute  enemata.  For  inflammation,  he  re- 
sorts to  hydropathy,  or,  when  necessary,  to  leeches,  blisters  and  vene- 
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section.  Morphine  can  be  employed  to  procure  sleep,  and  corrosive 
sublimate,  or  some  more  powerful  preparation,  when  mercury  is  de- 
manded. Wberever  the  expectant  system  is  required,  bis  hundredth  and 
millionth  dilutions  come  into  play. 

He  has  this  immense  and  serious  advantage.  His  patient  does  not 
attempt  to  understand  the  medicine  given,  but  he  feels  perfect  confi- 
dence in  its  safety.  If,  by  some  mistake,  he  gives  an  over-dose  of  mor- 
phine or  strychnine,  and  the  patient  dies,  still  no  blame  can  be  attributed 
to  bim,  for  the  drug  having  theoretically  suffered  its  milliontb  dilution, 
orthodox  medicine,  philosophy,  logic  and  law  combine  to  acquit  him  ; 
and  the  death  is  attributed  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  means  6}mployed. 
He  will  be  more  cautious  in  future. 

He  has  another  serious  advantage,  especially  in  country  practice. 
The  broken-nosed  teapots  may  remain  quiedy  upon  the  shelves,  where 
chance  or  prudent  housewifery  has  arranged  them,  and  if  the  anxious 
mother  or  nurse  inquires — "  Will  there  be  any  harm  in  giving  a  httle  dio- 
rougbwort,  motherwort,  catnip,  saffron  or  pinkroot  ?  "  the  answer  is  prompt 
and  decisive,  "  Such  medicines  entirely  disagree  with  homoeopathic  prac- 
tice, and  are  absolutely  inadmissible."  The  nurse  or  the  mother  is  quiet- 
ed at  once,  because  she  perceives  that  though  these  are  excellent  medi- 
cines when  combined  with  what  the  regular  doctor  gives,  they  will  not 
agree  with  the  homoeopathic  drugs.  The  nurse  would  be  highly  offended 
to  have  it  supposed  she  did  not  understand  all  the  medicines  given  by  the 
orthodox  practitioner  ;  but  to  homoeopathy,  she  must  blindly  resign 
herself. 

Will  it  be  maintained  that  these  practitioners  inform  their  patients  that 
their  medicines  have  actually  suffered  such  or  such  a  degree  of  dilution  ? 
They  inform  them  that  such  is  the  system  or  theory,  not  that  the  medi- 
cine given  is  prepared  in  that  way  and  no  other.  They  give  their  pa- 
tients what  they  think  is  most  for  their  benefit. 

It  is  absurd  to  believe  that  rational  men,  well  educated  in  the  legiti- 
mate schools,  and  successful  in  practice,  believe  in  absolute  absurdities, 
and  that  they  do  not  know  the  efficiency  of  the  medicines  they  habitually 
compound  and  administer  ;  that  they  fondly  delude  themselves  with  the 
idea  that  the  tenth  part  of  a  grain  of  charcoal,  after  its  millionth  divi- 
sion, has  in  each  millionth  part  an  enormous  power  and  virtue,  while  it  is 
absolutely  inert.  It  is  less  absurd  to  suppose  that  this  power  really 
exists,  than  that  they  are  deceived.  Do  they  never  taste  their  own 
medicines?  Neither  is  it  any  compliment  to  the  understanding  of  the 
patient,  to  suppose  him  to  take  medicines  year  after  year,  which  are  as 
powerless  as  the  water  they  are  diluted  with. 

The  truth  contained  in  homoeopathic  theory  has,  perhaps,  not  been 
sufficiently  attended  to.  The  doctrine  of  like  to  like,  finds  its  support 
in  the  properties  of  mercury,  bark,  ipecac,  &c.  We  also  give  stimu- 
lants to  procure  sleep  ;  that  is,  exciting  remedies  to  allay  excitement. 
A  more  important  principle  is  this,  that  the  medicinal  power  of  an  agent 
is  increased  by  the  minute  division  of  its  particles.  Thus  mercury,  in 
itself  inert,  becomes  all  powerful  merely  by  minute  division  of  its  particles. 
It  is  also  a  truth,  though  but  little  acted  upon,  that  the  efficacy  or 
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power  of  an  article  is  not  always  increased  in  proportion  to  its  bulk. 
A  small  dose  of  mercury  may  act,  even  as  a  cathartic,  more  power- 
fully than  a  larger  dose.  That  a  small  dose  of  ipecac,  will  do  the 
same,  will  be  readily  understood,  because  a  large  dose  is  ejected  so  much 
quicker.  A  small  portion  of  food  will  often  lay  in  a  feeble  stomach  like 
lead,  while  a  larger  dose  will  rouse  the  powers  of  digestion  into  ac- 
tivity. Suicides  often  fail  in  their  purpose  by  taking  too  large  doses  of 
poison. 

In  what  I  have  said,  I  have  not  drawn  a  mere  fancy  sketch  ;  still  1 
would  not  be  thought  to  have  any  individuals  in  view,  nor  as  having 
any  wish  to  enter  the  lists  against  homoeopathy.  My  design  is  to  call 
the  attention  of  regular  physicians  to  the  practice,  not  the  theory  in 
question,  and  to  the  inquiry  whether  powerful  medicines — medicines  of 
immense  power — are  not  in  reality  given  by  soi-disant  homoeopathic 
physicians,  and  whether  they  are  justified  in  pronouncing  them  inert  or 
harmless  ?  A  fatal  case  related  in  the  27th  volume  of  this  Journal  af- 
fords full  proof  that  this  question  is  not  an  unreasonable  or  unfound- 
ed one. 

In  regard  to  the  homoeopathic  medicines  which  are  offered  for  sale,  I 
suppose  that  they  are  generally  harmless  :  but  here,  too,  nux  vomica 
plays  a  conspicuous  part  ;  and  it  may  be  a  worthy  subject  of  inquiry, 
whether  this  drus^  can  be  taken  lono;  in  increased  doses  without  serious 
injury  ;  and  whether  some  of  the  anomalous  diseases  which  puzzle  us 
under  the  likeness  of  rheumatism,  neuralgia,  spinal  or  cephalic  disease, 
and  sometimes  terminate  fatally,  have  not,  in  fact,  originated  from  the 
improper  use  of  this  or  some  other  homoeopathic  medicine  which  acts 
upon  the  nervous  centres,  or  the     solar  plexus  and  the  vagus." 

I  observe  that  a  paragraph  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  complimentary  to  homoeopathy,  as  far 
as  relates  to  diminished  doses  of  medicines,  has  been  copied  into  the 
daily  papers.  Taken  apart  from  its  connection,  it  may  have  a  w^ider 
effect  in  giving  an  indirect  sanction  to  its  doctrines  than  the  Committee 
intended. 

It  is  to  the  progress  of  medical  science,  and  to  the  laborious  researches 
and  observations  of  such  men  as  Andral,  Louis,  Prout,  and  others  whom 
I  could  mention,  both  abroad  and  at  home  ;  in  pathology  and  at  the  bed- 
side of  the  patient ;  and  to  the  labors  and  skill  of  the  chemist  in  sepa- 
rating the  active  and  useful  principles  of  medicine  from  the  inert  or  the 
prejudicial,  that  we  are  more  truly  indebted  for  this  improvement  in  the 
use  of  medicine  as  prescribed  by  regular  physicians.  With  regard  to  the 
quantity  and  bulk  of  drugs  actually  consumed  by  the  public,  I  fear  that 
it  is,  at  least,  as  large  as  in  former  times. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  improvement  in  the  orthodox  administration 
of  pharmaceutical  agents,  that  man  would  really  confer  one  of  the 
greatest  benefits  upon  his  race,  and  at  the  same  time  contribute  to  the 
comfort,  though  not  the  emolument  of  the  medical  profession,  who  could 
convince  them  of  the  folly  of  dosing  themselves,  either  with  patent,  ho- 
moeopathic, or  with  the  most  orthodox  drugs. 

Newton  Lower  Falls,  Mareh  31,  1851. 
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USE  OF  THE  NITRATE  OF  SILVEll. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — It  may  be  useful  to  the  profession  to  give  my  plan  of  using  nitrate  of 
silver.  The  old  form  of  stick  or  pencil  1  long  since  found  to  be  very  in-. 
convenient,  and  I  adopted  the  plan  of  casting  it  into  balls.  Ordi- 
nary pistol  and  musket  bullet  moulds  are  well  adapted  to  it.  Fuse  the 
salt  (crystallized)  in  a  porcelain  capsule,  warm  the  iron  bullet  mould, 
and  cast  it  just  as  you  would  a  leaden  bullet.  You  can  then  cement 
the  bullet  firmly,  to  a  wood  or  other  holder,  with  black  sealing  wax.  In 
this  form  it  presents  a  smooth  surface,  and  you  can  make  it  as  large  as 
you  please ;  and  in  the  application  of  it  to  erysipelatous  inflamed  sur- 
faces this  is  important.  With  the  small  bullet  you  can  touch  the  surface 
of  the  eyelids,  in  scrofulous  conjunctivitis,  and  the  erysipelas  of  the  face, 
very  comfortably  ;  and,  let  me  add,  with  infinitely  more  effect  than  with 
the  solution.  In  applying  the  nitrate  to  the  cervix  uteri,  and  the  va- 
ginal cavity,  I  use  the  ball  attached  to  a  rod  sheathed  with  a  glass  tube ; 
withdrawing  the  ball  into  the  tube  until  I  have  reached  the  extremity 
of  the  cavity,  then  projecting  it,  I  sweep  the  cavity  around  the  cervix 
circularly,  gradually  working  it  outwards  until  the  whole  or  such  part 
of  the  cavity  has  l3een  touched  as  I  desire,  then  withdraw  the  ball  into 
the  tube,  and  withdraw  that.  By  this  means  I  save  entirely  the  disa- 
greeable and  painful  use  of  the  speculum  ;  and  by  shielding  the  ball  with 
the  glass  tube  1  avoid  touching  the  external  parts,  or  any  part  not  de- 
sired to  be  touched. 

To  old  ulcers  and  sores,  I  use  nearly  a  saturated  solution  of  the  nitrate 
with  the  happiest  effect.  I  wet  the  whole  diseased  surface  with  a  cam- 
el's-hair  pencil,  dressing  afterwards  with  lint.  I  have  just  got  through 
with  a  severe  case  of  carbuncle,  that  I  also  treated  with  the  strong  solu- 
tion in  the  same  way.  The  pain  of  the  carbuncle  was  relieved  in  half 
an  hour  after  the  first  application.  Yours, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  April     1851.  Gideon  B.  Smith,  M.D. 


URINAIIY  CALCULUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour7ial. 

Sir, — Perhaps  the  following  case  may  not  be  without  interest  to  the 
profession. 

J  first  saw  Mr.  S.,  aged  about  70  years,  January  3d,  1851.  He  had 
suffered  for  twenty  years,  from  some  degree  of  difficulty  in  voiding  his 
urine.  About  three  years  before  the  time  i  first  saw  him,  he  was  obliged 
to  resort  to  the  use  of  a  catheter,  which  he  had  used  most  of  the  time 
since  ;  and  for  the  last  several  months  of  his  illness,  it  was  necessary  to 
introduce  it  as  often  as  every  three  or  four  hours,  and  sometimes  even 
oftener.  At  my  first  visit  he  requested  me  to  sound  him,  which  1  did. 
I  discovered  immediately,  on  the  introduction  of  the  sound  into  the  blad- 
der, a  calculus  of  evidently  large  dimensions  and  exceedingly  rough  to 
the  touch.    He  died  March  25th,  after  a  long  and  most  suffering  ilhiess. 
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The  following  day  1  made  a  post-mortem  examination,  assisted  by  a 
neighboring  physician.    The  result  was  the  following. 

Evidence  of  considerable  former  disease  at  apex  of  right  lung.  Some 
adhesion  of  costal  and  pulmonary  pleura.  Traces  of  inflammation  were 
found  on  mucous  membrane  of  stomach,  and  the  jejunum  was  almost  in  a 
gangrenous  condition.  The  right  kidney  was  partially  disorganized,  and 
yielded  on  pressure  a  puriform  matter.  The  left  kidney  was  one  com- 
plete sac,  from  which  escaped  about  a  pint  of  foetid  pus.  On  opening 
the  bladder,  a  stone  was  discovered  as  large  as  an  ordinary-sized  hen's 
egg,  somewhat  flattened,  and  as  rough  almost  as  coral. 

How  long  had  this  stone  probably  been  forming  ?  Three  years  or 
twenty  ?  Peter  Pineo,  M.D. 

Barnstable,  Mass.,  April  Ath,  1851. 


QUACKERY,  VERSUS  THE  REGULAR  MEDICAL  PRACTICE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and,  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — In  the  April  number  of  your  Journal  there  appears  an  article  on 
homoeopathy,  purporting  to  be  from  a  member  of  the  regular  profession 
of  medicine  ;  or,  as  he  and  many  others  in,  as  well  as  out,  of  the  pro- 
fession, indiscreetly,  inadvertently  or  ignorantly,  term  it,  allopathy.  Now 
I,  for  one,  as  a  regular  medical  practitioner,  protest  against  the  employ- 
ment of  this,  or  any  other  term,  to  designate  our  practice.  It  is  this  fact 
which  has  promoted,  is  still  advancing,  and  will  continue  to  encourage, 
the  promulgation  and  support  of  quackery,  under  the  name  of  the  par- 
ticular pathy  by  which  its  inventor,  or  rather  promulgator,  chooses  to  de- 
nominate it.  And  if  the  members  of  the  regular  profession  consent  to 
acknowledge  a  specific  name,  similar  to  the  others,  they  reduce  them- 
selves to  the  same  level,  and  thus  place  themselves  and  their  practice 
on  a  par,  so  far  as  the  public  is  concerned,  which  does  not  generally 
possess  sufficient  knowledge  to  properly  discriminate,  among  all  those 
numerous  practitioners  and  systems  of  quackery  in  vogue  at  the  present 
time. 

Now  there  are  only  two  divisions  of  the  medical  profession — or,  rather, 
only  one — the  term  as  applied  to  the  second  being  palpably  a  misno- 
mer ;  viz.,  first,  the  regular  practice,  which  has  for  its  object  the  preven- 
tion, cure  and  treatment  of  disease  on  rational  principles,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  laws  of  nature  ;  and,  second,  the  irregular  practice,  con- 
sisting of  the  various  subdivisions  of  homoeopathy,  hydropathy,  Thom- 
sonism,  &tc.,  the  votaries  of  which  are  in  general  actuated  by  no  other 
motive  than  to  deceive  the  community  and  thus  promote  their  own  sel- 
fish and  pecuniary  interests.  Although  occasionally  there  may  be,  and 
no  doubt  is,  drawn  into  them  some  weak-minded,  yet  well-meaning  man, 
who  may  possess  a  small  or  a  vast  amount  of  knowledge,  yet  it  will 
be  almost  universally  found  that  such  men  are  deficient  in  wisdom,  or, 
what  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  proper  appreciation  and  application 
of  all  knowledge,  good  common  sense.  It  is  within  the  experience  of 
all  men,  that  they  have  known,  and  do  know  persons,  some  highly  edu- 
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cated,  with  an  abundance  of  knowledge,  yet  deficient  in  that  most  im- 
portant of  all  requisites,  wisdom,  to  use  it  properly  ;  like  an  engine  with 
a  plentiful  supply  of  steam,  but  no  engineer,  or  a  crazy  one,  to  guide 
it.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  persons  who  have  no  education  at 
all,  not  even  sufficient  to  read  or  write  their  own  names,  yet  by  being  in 
the  possession  of  good  common  sense,  they  comparatively  seldom  com- 
mit errors  of  judgment,  except  those  necessarily  arising  from  a  want  of 
knowledge. 

In  consideration  of  the  above  facts,  and  many  others  which  might  be 
mentioned,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  regular  profession  to  discard  all  names 
which  have  been,  and  will  be,  artfully  applied  to  it,  by  these  quacks,  to 
render  the  distance  in  the  public  mind  less  between  them  and  the  true 
lovers  and  practitioners  of  science.  By  so  doing,  these  pretenders  very 
well  know  that  they  will  draw  a  veil  over  the  eyes  of  the  public,  and 
thus  distort  their  vision  with  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  correct  and  true 
principles  of  medicine,  while  the  otherwise  glaring  faults  and  absurd 
claims  of  those  which  they  pretend  to  call  principles  will  be  modified 
and  made  to  appear  the  only  ones  worthy  of  any  confidence. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  constraihed  to  reiterate  my  protest  against,  and 
disavowal  of,  all  such  terms  to  designate  our  profession  ;  for  it  is  our  duty 
not  to  acknowledge  any  pathy,  nor  adopt  any  exclusive  system,  which 
may  have  a  tendency  to  contract  our  views  of  nature  and  the  laws  by 
which  she  is  governed,  but  practise,  as  we  do,  on  those  broad  principles 
of  science  which  have  been,  and  may  still  be,  established  by  the 
united  efforts  of  the  ablest  intellects  that  have  existed  and  labored,  from 
the  earliest  period  to  the  present  time,  for  the  benefit  and  happiness  of 
mankind. 

With  the  hope  that  these  few  and  desultory  remarks  may  induce  a 
better  appreciation,  and  a  more  correct  view  of  this  subject, 

I  remain  very  respectfully  yours,  Medicus. 
Philadelphia,  April  8th,  1851. 


OPIUM  IN  STRANGULATED  HERNIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir, — After  reading  in  your  Journal  of  March  5th,  the  treatment  of  a 
case  of  strangulated  scrotal  hernia,  [  was  left  in  doubt,  which  of  the  two 
remedies  produced  the  successful  reduction,  the  anodyne  or  the  cupping- 
glass.  I  have  seen  opium  given,  in  several  cases  of  strangulated  hernia, 
where  taxis  by  skilful  hands  proved  unsuccessful,  to  allay  the  pain,  until 
a  surgeon  could  be  procured,  when,  on  his  arrival,  the  tumor  had  dis- 
appeared or  reduction  was  easily  effected. 

J.  P.,  aged  60,  of  Warwick,  had  a  scrotal  hernia  of  many  years  stand- 
ing ;  had  worn  a  truss.  Jan.  1,  1S49,  Dr.  Taylor  was  called,  and  after 
many  unsuccessful  efforts  by  taxis,  1  was  called  in  consultation.  Order- 
ed morphine,  gr.  J,  to  be  repeated  in  one  hour.  After  the  patient  be- 
came fully  under  the  operation  of  the  morphine,  the  tumor  was  easily 
reduced. 
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Mr.  F.,  aged  70,  of  Athol,  had  a  scrotal  hernia  for  thirty  years ;  had 
worn  a  truss.  May  4,  1849,  called  in  the  evening  to  reduce  it,  after 
many  efforts  by  taxis.  Ordered  opium,  gr.  I,  every  two  hours.  Called 
six  hours  after,  when  gentle  efforts  effected  the  desired  object. 

E.  N.,  aged  30,  had  a  hernia  for  25  years  ;  had  worn  a  truss.  May 
8th,  1850,  whilst  riding  in  his  carriage  his  truss  slipped,  the  hernia  de- 
scended very  large,  and  he  could  not  reduce  it  as  usual.  Called  Dr. 
Bemis,  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  who  after  considerable  effort  requested  Dr.  Bur- 
ton to  be  called  in.  -  Taxis  was  renewed,  and  with  no  better  effect,  and 
it  was  now  thought  the  only  alternative  was  an  operation.  I  was  sent 
for,  and  reached  the  patient  7  o'clock.  As  the  tumor  was  very  tender, 
I  advised  to  delay  further  efforts  and  the  operation  until  opium  had  been 
tried.  Ordered  morphine,  gr.  J,  to  be  repeated  every  two  hours.  Met 
in  consultation  7  o'clock  next  morning,  when  I  was  informed  the  tumor 
had  been  very  easily  reduced  an  hour  before  my  arrival.  I.  P.  W. 

Royalston^  April  1,  1851. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    APRIL   23,  1851. 


EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Jerusalem,  March  1851. — After  ranging  over  Palestine,  from  one 

point  of  interest  to  another,  it  hardly  seems  like  a  reality  that  I  am  quietly 
seated  in  the  ancient  and  renowned  city  of  Jerusalem.  A  month's  fatigue 
on  horseback,  over,  perhaps,  the  worst  roads  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  from 
eight  to  twelve  hours  a  day,  is  enough  to  disqualify  one  for  deliberate 
writing.  I  have  seen  so  much,  and  passed  through  so  many  places  of  histo- 
rical interest,  connected  with  the  early  condition  of  the  human  race  and 
the  commencement  and  development  of  Christianity,  that  it  is  difRcnlt  to 
determine  where  to  commence  an  account  of  my  movements  since  the  last 
communication  of  February  4th.  Although  the  primary  object  on  this,  as 
on  former  occasions,  is  to  furnish  intelligence  in  regard  to  the  science  of 
medicine,  and  the  character  of  the  prevalent  diseases  of  the  countries  visit- 
ed, yet,  if  nothing  else  were  admissible  into  the  Journal,  my  letters  would 
be  little  more  than  skeletons,  because  there  is  not  enough  of  this  kind 
alone  to  be  gathered  in  the  whole  of  Syria  to  make  half  a  dozen  pages  of 
profitable  matter.  Under  such  circumstances,  therefore,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  write  out  freely  and  unrestrained  from  among  the  mass  of  mate- 
rials naturally  gathered  in  traversing  this  extraordinary  portion  of  the  old 
world. 

I  have  visited  Tyre,  Sidon  and  Ca3sarea,  and  old  Joppa,  the  only  port  in 
the  Holy  Land.  They  are  in  dignified  ruins,  to  be  sure ;  but  can  a  city 
be  said  to  be  utterly  desolate  and  its  site  forgotten,  which  is  walled,  has  a 
population  of  four  thousand  souls,  an  organized  military  police,  and  a  go- 
vernor ?  Sidon  and  Tyre  are  in  humble  circumstances — the  mere  shadows 
of  their  once  maratime  opulence  and  proud  pre-eminence ;  but  to  my  ap- 
prehension the  prophetic  denunciation  respecting  them  is  yet  to  be  fulfilled: 
the  time  of  their  utter  extinction  lies  in  the  future.    Of  this,  however,  I 
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shall  discourse  hereafter  and  in  another  way.  On  Mount  Carmel,  the  very 
spot  where  Elijah  sat  when  the  little  cloud  was  seen  rising  not  larger  than 
a  man's  hand,  and  the  borders  of  the  river  Kishon,  near  Kypher,  the  filthi- 
est town  on  the  whole  coast  of  the  Mediterranean,  where  he  slew  the  false 
prophets,  are  indicated  with  exactness.  But  the  extensive  remains  of  Sarep- 
ta,  the  city  where  the  barrel  of  flour  wasted  not,  present  a  great  field  for  in- 
vestigation. Go  where  you  may  on  the  borders  of  the  sea,  the  broken  remains 
of  the  works  of  man  in  ages  long  before  the  birth  of  a  single  country  in 
Europe,  are  both  prominent  and  striking  objects.  The  descriptions  of  for- 
saken cities  usually  found  in  books  of  travels,  are  very  inaccurate,  and,  as 
far  as  I  have  had  opportunity  of  personal  investigation,  such  books  are  by  no 
means  reliable  authority.  Men  view  the  same  objects  with  very  different 
emotions;  and  when  under  the  excitement  produced  by  scenes  so  novel, 
and  so  hallowed  as  those  referred  to  by  the  writers  of  the  Old  Testament, 
particularly,  it  is  not  singular  that  they  disagree  materially.  But  leaving 
the  discussion  of  such  topics,  it  is  no  unbridling  of  the  imagination  to  say 
that  Syria,  of  all  countries  in  the  world,  offers  the  best  harvest  for  a  sci- 
entific and  archcEological  exploration.  Why,  every  hill-side  has  been  cut 
into ;  every  ledge  of  rocks  shows  the  mark  of  the  chisel ;  and  broken  cis- 
terns, huge  columns,  quarried  stone,  the  ground  plots  of  temples,  isolated 
pillars  standing  alone  on  eminences,  the  history  of  which,  no  one  living 
near  them  knows,  cannot  be  otherwise  than  productive  of  materials  for  the 
scholar  and  the  professional  architect. 

I  followed  [he  seashore  leisurely,  comparatively  speaking,  from  Beyroot 
to  Jaffa.  A  diversion  was  made  into  the  mountains  of  Lebanon ;  there  1 
visited  El  Kamer,  a  large  town  in  the  mountains,  where  those  strange 
people,  the  Druses,  reside.  When  a  Druse  woman  has  been  once  seen 
WMth  a  horn  fastened  on  her  head,  from  one  foot  to  twenty  inches  in  length, 
poised  at  different  angles,  the  readers  of  the  Psalms  will  better  compre- 
hend what  is  meant  by  the  term  "exalting  your  horn,"  &c.  None  but 
married  females  wear  them.  They  are  made  of  tin,  wood,  horn  or  silver. 
The  poorest  woman  I  have  seen  in  a  Druse  village,  all  tattered  and  torn, 
barefooted  and  poverty-stricken  in  all  respects,  wore  a  horn  as  long  and 
upright  as  the  lady  of  the  sheik. 

At  El  Kamer,  a  town  of  5000  inhabitants,  is  the  palace  of  the  Prince 
of  the  mountain,  who  was  decoyed  to  Constantinople  at  the  age  of  nearly 
ninety,  with  his  two  sons,  where  the  old  man  and  one  of  the  princes  sud- 
denly died,  a  few  years  since.  A  force  of  900  Turkish  soldiers  is  kept  in 
that  solitary  elevation,  to  overawe  and  keep  in  subjection  the  turbulent 
blood  of  those  hardy,  independent  mountaineers.  It  being  noised  abroad, 
soon  after  lodgings  were  secured  for  the  night,  that  a  hakeem  had  arrived, 
the  demand  for  my  professional  services  was  very  active.  I  had  opportu- 
nities of  seeing  the  interior  of  Mussulman  dwellings,  and  learning  more 
of  the  domestic  economy  and  customs  of  the  Turks  and  Arabs,  both  in 
Egypt  and  Syria,  in  consequence  of  being  a  physician,  than  could  have 
been  obtained  in  any  other  way. 

From  the  high  peaks  of  Anti-Libanus,  we  descended  to  the  coast,  and 
surveyed  every  inch  of  the  way  worth  examination,  till  we  reached  Jeru- 
salem. From  this  city  excursions  were  made  wherever  curiosity  prompt- 
ed, till  it  may  be  said  that  we  saw  the  whole.  To  recount  all  and  every- 
thing, would  be  both  tedious  to  the  reader  and  a  repetition  of  descriptions 
that  are  common  in  whatever  relates  to  the  sacred  geography  and  antiqui- 
ties of  Palestine.    The  manger  in  Bethlehem  was  visited.   Also  Bethany, 
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the  Mount  of  Olives,  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane ;  the  terrace  midway  up 
the  hill,  where  tradition  says  the  Saviour  sat  when  he  exclaimed,  "Jerusa- 
lem, how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thee  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chick- 
ens under  her  wings;" — the  apartment  where  the  Lord's  supper  was 
instituted ;  the  house  of  Caiaphas,  where  he  was  accused  ;  the  hill  of  evil 
council,  where  the  plot  of  his  destruction  was  devised;  Nazareth,  where 
thirty  years  of  his  sojourn  on  earth  were  passed ;  Jacob's  well,  near  Na- 
blous,  the  ancient  city  of  Shechim,  where  the  discourse  was  held  with  the 
woman  of  Samaria ;  the  Lake  of  Tiberias,  where  he  was  accustomed  to 
visit  with  his  disciples;  Capernaum;  the  scene  of  the  miracle  of  feeding 
the  five  thousand.  At  a  distance  was  seen  the  mountain  where  Christ's 
sermon  is  said  to  have  been  delivered,  and  the  high  peak,  where  the  tra- 
dition of  Christians  and  Mahommedans  declares  he  was  tempted  forty  days. 
Besides  viewing  Cana  in  Galilee,  where  the  water  was  turned  into  wine, 
and  the  little  town  where  the  widow's  son  was  raised  from  the  dead,  I 
stood  upon  the  spot  where  the  church  declares  he  was  crucified,  and  the 
sepulchre  where  his  body  was  laid.  Broken  down,  debased  and  humbled 
as  Jerusalem  is,  it  must  continue  to  be^the  rallying  point  of  Christians  of 
every  country  in  all  succeeding  ages.  It  is  impossible  not  to  be  excited  by 
a  new  train  of  emotions,  vvhile  standing  on  such  hallowed  ground.  I 
made  a  thorough  exploration  of  Jericho,  the  river  Jordan,  and  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  Dead  Sea.  On  ascending  the  mountains  through  the 
wilderness  where  John  the  Baptist  proclaimed  the  near  approach  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  to  Mar  Saba,  a  convent  that  has  stood  the  wear  and 
tear  of  fifteen  hundred  years,  nearly  the  whole  extent  of  the  sluggish  body 
of  waters  in  that  bituminous  lake,  could  be  seen  at  once.  Just  before  my 
arrival  on  the  plain  of  Jericho,  at  the  fountain  of  Elisha,  whose  bitter  wa- 
ters, in  a  copious  stream  that  still  forces  its  way  out  from  under  a  high 
mountain,  were  purified  by  that  prophet,  mention  was  made  of  a  French 
scientific  exploring  expedition  that  had  just  been  completed.  At  Jerusa- 
lem it  was  reported  that  gentlemen  of  the  corps  announced  that  their  dis- 
coveries were  of  the  first  importance  to  science  and  biblical  history,  as, 
among  other  things,  they  had  found  and  identified  the  ruins  of  Sodom.  It 
occurred  to  me  to  ask  the  old  sheik  who  conducted  and  guarded  us  on  the 
tour  through  that  awfully  desolate  and  forbidding  region,  if  he  had  been 
round  the  Dead  Sea  ?  He  had  ;  and  on  putting  the  question  whether  there 
were  any  ruins  of  towns,  or  walls  of  masonry,  to  be  seen,  he  declared  there 
were  not,  for  he  was  familiar  with  the  route  the  expedition  had  taken ;  and 
I  believed  he  told  the  truth.  Within  fifteen  days  after,  we  overtook  the 
whole  party  at  Ca?sarea  Phillippi,  and,  finally,  at  Damascus  had  lodg- 
ings in  the  same  house.  This  circumstance  enables  me  to  remark  on 
some  of  the  alleged  results  of  their  labors,  reports  of  which  may  reach 
the  United  States  and  assume  a  much  more  important  form  than  they  de- 
serve. A  member  of  the  French  Institute,  accompanied  by  some  half  a 
dozen  gentlemen,  with  twenty  mules  for  luggage  and  instruments,  and 
servants  of  all  orders,  made  nearly  the  round  of  the  Dead  Sea.  But  the 
Bedouin  Arabs,  who  lay  claim  to  certain  districts  which  they  call  their 
jurisdiction,  took  them  all  prisoners  because  one  of  their  own  tribe  had  not 
been  employed  to  give  them  safe  conduct.  They  were  liberated  by  pay- 
ing about  six  hundred  dollars.  It  is  impossible  to  travel  any  where  in  that 
vicinity  without  paying  money  to  the  tribe  over  whose  ground  you  pass  ; 
otherwise  robbery  certainly,  and  perhaps  death,  will  follow.  Myself  and 
associates,  before  leaving  Jerusalem,  had  a  regular  contract  drawn  up,  and 
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deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  consulate.  The  expense  to  each  of  us 
was  over  ten  dollars  a  day  while  on  the  tour.  Five  dollars  for  each  was 
paid  to  the  sheik — equivalent  to  purchasing  a  passport,  and  being  obliged 
to  carry  beds,  food,  pack  mules,  horses,  muleteers,  servants,  &c.  In  con- 
versation with  one  of  the  commission  alluded  to,  he  assured  me  that  they 
had  discovered  the  craters  of  twenty  volcanoes — had  really  found  remains 
of  Sodom,  and  had  gathered  an  amount  of  information  in  regard  to  that 
extraordinary  region,  quite  new  and  surprising.  English  gentlemen  of 
intelligence  who  heard  what  was  related,  as  well  as  myself,  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  had  made  no  discoveries  at  all,  not  anticipated  by  our 
own  country's  exploring  expedition  to  the  same  region,  under  Lt.  Lynch. 
Mention  was  particularly  made  of  the  great  pillar  of  salt,  the  discovery  of 
which  was  certainly  a  trophy  of  our  countrymen ;  and  if  that  is  the  only 
thing  they  have  to  report  upon  on  their  return,  no  great  glory  will  accrue 
to  them,  as  they  will  be  only  the  re-discoverers  of  what  has  been  minutely 
described  by  others.  Why  this  column  of  salt  does  not  waste,  after  hav- 
ing stood  there  for  thousands  of  years — certainly  ever  since  the  occurrence 
of  that  mighty  volcanic  force  which  raised  the  thousand  lofty,  uninhabita- 
ble mountains  on  the  borders  of  these  sluggish,  salt  and  bitter  waters,  oc- 
cupying a  level  thirteen  hundred  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean— is  truly  remarkable.  Science  has  enough  to  do  to  solve  this  mystery, 
since  the  substance  must  necessarily  be  subjected  a  part  of  the  year  to  the 
drenching  of  powerful  rains,  independently  of  other  agencies  in  nature 
which  break  down  the  rocks  and  crumble  them  into  dust.  Every  thing  in 
and  about  the  plain  of  Jericho  is  so  striking,  and  so  much  at  variance  with 
the  plan  usually  adopted  by  nature,  in  her  geological  arrangements,  that 
there  is  room  enough  and  material  inexhaustible  for  all  scientific  visiters 
in  all  coming  time.  It  is  far  easier  to  construct  theories,  than  to  clearly 
get  at  the  exact  facts  in  relation  to  natural  objects  as  they  exist  at  the 
Dead  Sea. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  at  Worces- 
ter.— At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Suffolk  District  Medical  Society,  a  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  make  arrangements  with  the  Boston  and  Worces- 
ter Railroad  Company,  to  take  members  of  the  Society  to  Worcester  and 
back  at  reduced  rates.  In  order  to  get  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  tickets, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  pledge  that  a  certain  number  of  them  will  be 
taken  ;  therefore,  those  members  of  the  District  Societies,  who  may  wish 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  going  to  Worcester  over  the  B.  and 
W.  Railroad  at  a  very  reduced  rate,  will  please  send  in  their  names,  with- 
out delay,  post  2)aid,  to  Dr.  George  Stevens  Jones,  Medical  Journal  Office, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee. 


Extrophy  of  the  Bladder. — Doubtless  many  of  our  readers  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  Mr.  J^^^*^=  H'^'^'^^'^,  a  young  man  who  has  a 
congenital  malformation,  technically  termed  extrophy  of  the  bladder,  a 
description  of  which  appeared  in  our  Journal  some  three  years  since,  and 
whose  case  is  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Ayer  on  another  page  of  to-day's  Journal. 
Our  object  in  again  referring  to  this  remarkable  case,  is  to  recommend  the 
sufferer  to  the  kind  sympathies  of  professional  men  who  may  come  in  con- 
tact with  him.  By  his  physical  infirmity,  he  is  deprived  of  many  of  the 
privileges  that  others  enjoy  ;  he  necessarily  feels  that,  from  his  condition, 
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he  must  isolate  himself  from  society,  and  can  only  be  comparatively  happy 
among  medical  men,  who  know  his  misfortune,  and  can  feel  for,  and  pity 
him.  His  only  means  of  obtaining  a  livelihood,  for  the  last  six  years,  has 
been  from  the  compensation  received  by  exhibiting  himself  before  the 
classes  of  our  medical  colleges  throughout  the  United  States,  and  from  the 
sale  of  a  drawing  illustrative  of  his  case.  Although  the  professors  in  the 
several  medical  colleges  have  extended  to  him  every  kindness  and  libe- 
rality, nevertheless,  the  expense  attendant  upon  travelling  to  and  from 
them  quite  exhausts  his  resources,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  he  finds 
himself  again  without  means.  The  peculiarity  and  unfortunate  nature  of 
his  case,  must  be  his  passport  among  the  profession ;  and  so  far  as  our 
knowledge  of  him  extends,  we  believe  that  he  is  worthy  of  any  charity 
that  may  be  bestowed,  and  we  earnestly  recommend  him  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  kind  and  benevolent. 


Professor  Mutter's  Valedictory, — We  have  received  a  copy  of  Profes- 
sor Mutter's  excellent  address  to  the  graduating  class  of  JetTerson  Medi- 
cal College,  Philadelphia.  It  contains  much  good  advice — and  of  a  kind 
that  would  prove  of  the  most  essential  service  to  the  young  doctor  about 
commencing  practice,  if  its  applicability  could  only  be  felt.  As  the 
young  graduate  leaves  the  halls  of  his  college,  with  strong  hopes  and 
high  expectations  of  future  success,  he  is  apt  to  forget  the  kind  and  part- 
ing advice  of  an  experienced,  faithful  teacher.  In  speaking  of  the  physi- 
cian, Dr.  M.  says,  he  "  must  be  a  thinking,  observing,  and  a  reasoning 
man.''  One  may  be  very  diligent  and  industrious,  and  yet  get  no  far- 
ther than  this  through  the  whole  period  of  his  education.  He  may  be- 
come an  accomplished  person,  full  of  information;  a  v^'alking  cyclopaedia  ; 
and  at  the  end  of  his  labors  may  have  attained  the  reputation  of  a  learn- 
ed and  agreeable  person.  But  is  this  sufficient  to  satisfy  a  man  of  ambi- 
tion ?  Far  from  it !  One  who  thus  limits  his  views  can  by  no  possibility 
become  conspicuous  in  his  profession,  or  even  useful  to  the  community  in 
which  he  moves.  He  may  be  learned,  but  he  is  not  ivise.  He  may  be  a 
cogent  reasoner,  but  he  wants  practical  cortimon  sense.  He  may  be  fami- 
liar with  every  authority  under  the  sun,  and  yet  fail  to  distinguish  one 
disease  from  another.  He  can  tell  you  what  Hippocrates  and  Galen  say, 
butf  or  himself  he  has  no  opinion.  He  forgot,  in  the  outset  of  his  ca- 
reer, that  the  best  part  of  every  man's  knowledge  is  that  which  he  has 
acquired  for  himself,  by  observing  closely,  pondering  deeply,  and  dili- 
gently sifting  the  wheat  from  the  chaff — a  knowledge  which  cannot  be 
fully  communicated  to  another,  but  which  to  him  is  a  mine  of  gold." 


Professor  Bond's  Valedictory. — The  valedictory  address  of  Prof.  T.  E. 
Bond,  before  the  graduates  of  Washington  University  of  Baltimore,  at  the 
commencement  in  March,  has  been  received.  We  have  derived  much 
pleasure  in  reading  it,  and  shall  lay  some  portion  of  it  before  our  readers. 
The  doctor,  in  contrasting  the  medical  profession  with  that  of  law,  speaks 
of  the  vast  difference  of  responsibility  between  them.  "  When,"  he 
says,  "  the  advocate  for  a  client,  indicted  for  a  capital  crime,  stands  up  to 
speak  in  his  defence,  he  must  be  less  than  human  if  he  does  not  tremble 
under  the  weight  of  his  undertaking.  But  serious  as  is  his  responsibility, 
it  is  shared  by  others.  A  mistake  might  not  be  mischievous;  the  Court 
might  correct  his  law,  and  the  hearts  of  the  jury  add  force  to  his  pleadings. 
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Bat  ill  his  fearful  ofBce  the  physician  stands  alone.  Hastily  summoned — 
perhaps  at  the  dead  of  night — without  a  moment's  preparation,  with  no 
intelligible  information  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  demand  to  be 
made  upon  his  faculties,  he  is  hurried  to  the  chamber  where  death  has  be- 
gun his  work.  However  terrible,  however  complicated,  however  unusual 
the  disease,  the  physician  must  meet  the  exigency,  and  meet  it  promptly. 
#  ^  ^  After  you  shall  have  saved  a  life  from  the  greatest  peril,  after  you 
shall  have  restored  a  citizen  to  the  State,  a  father  to  his  children,  a  hus- 
band to  his  wife,  you  will  have  done  precisely  what  you  were  expected  to 
do — what  you  were  sent  for  to  do,  and  no  more  will  be  thought  of  the 
matter.  In  a  little  while  it  is  quite  likely  that  you  will  find  yourself  su- 
perseded by  another  physician,  every  way  your  inferior.  But  he  may 
have  flattered  the  family  by  some  insincere  attentions,  or  astonished  them 
by  a  parade  of  learning — he  may  have  been  heard  to  call  the  back-bone  the 
spine,  or  the  brain  the  cerebrum,  or  a  bruise  an  ecchymosis — or  he  may 
have  won  their  confidence  by  the  narration  of  some  wonderful  cures — or 
he  may  be  a  new  man  who  has  lately  joined  the  same  church  and  claims 
the  practice  of  the  brotherhood  upon  ecclesiastical  principles — being  de- 
termined not  to  serve  God  for  naught.  Or  you  may  be  discarded  to  make 
room  for  a  mere  mountebank,  whp  may  have  made  himself  a  doctor  by  the 
force  of  his  will,  and  business  by  the  force  of  his  impudence — an  utter  ig- 
noramus, with  no  more  knowledge  of  disease  than  of  the  means  of  curing 
it,  and  no  more  of  either  than  has  the  more  respectable  animal  that  drags 
him  through  his  daily  rounds  of  mortal  visitation." 


Youatt  and  Martin  on  Cattle. — We  have  received  from  the  publisher, 
C.  M.  Saxton,  New  York,  a  book  of  over  450  pages,  which  is  devoted  to 
the  diseases  and  management  of  cattle,  by  W.  Youatt  and  W.  C.  L.  Mar- 
tin, England.  It  also  contains  a  treatise  on  the  breeds,  a  full  history  of 
the  various  races,  their  origin,  breeding  and  merits  ;  their  capacity  for 
beef,  milk,  &c.  It  is  a  very  interesting,  as  well  as  practical  work,  and 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  one  who  is  engaged  in  the  raising  of 
stock.  But  as  regards  the  treatment  of  diseases  in  such  animals,  we  must 
beg  leave  to  differ  from  the  authors,  who  are  of  opinion  that  Hahnemann's 
theory  is  applicable  in  the  case.  Tappan  &  Whittemore  are  the  publish- 
ers in  this  city. 


Homoeopathic  Advocate  and  Guide  to  Health. — A  new  Journal  has  been 
received  from  Keene,  N.  H.,  with  the  above  significant  title,  and  which 
is,  we  presume,  destined  to  do  its  part  in  revolutionizing  the  whole  world 
in  the  principles  and  practice  of  medicine.  This  little  Journal  is  to  be 
guided  by  D.  White,  M.D.,  and  is  promised  to  appear  once  a  month,  for 
Jiftij  cents  a  year  !  The  sagacious  editor  thinks  that  the  cause  of  disease 
and  premature  death  is  attributable  to  the  misapplication  of  remedial 
agents,  the  physician  of  the  "  old  school "  being  guided  by  a  system  found- 
ed upon  conjecture,  instead  of  facts.  If  our  system  of  the  theory  and 
practice  of  medicine  is  conjectural,  pray  what  can  be  said  of  yours, 
friend  ;  a  principle  based  on  nonsensical  delusions — one  of  fraud,  and 
one  that  its  own  founder  would  not  die  by.  But  never  mind  the  argument. 
Dr.  W.  believes  the  homoeopathic  system  of  treating  disease  to  be  the  only 
rational  method,  and  one  founded  upon  strictly  scientific  principles.  Al- 
though he  is  compelled  to  oppose  other  systems,  "-in  carrying  out  his  de- 


247 


Medical  Intelligence, 


signs'^  he  wishes  it  distinctly  understood  that  it  is  not  the  men,  but  their 
principles  ;  for  he  entertains  none  other  than  the  most  kindly  feelings  to- 
wards every  medical  man. 


Sketch  of  Dr.  Reynell  Coates. — We  are  requested  to  correct  an  error  or 
two  which  crept  into  Gate's  sketch  of  Dr.  Coates,  of  Philadelphia,  pub- 
lished in  this  Journal  of  March  19lh.  Dr.  C.  did  not  contribute  largely  to 
Chapman's  Journal,  as  there  stated,  none  of  his  papers  appearing  till  after 
the  announcement  of  Dr.  Godman  as  assistant  editor,  in  Vol.  IX.  Many 
papers  by  Dr.  B.  H.  Coates,  junior  editor  of  the  work,  were  published  in  it. 
The  father  of  these  distinguished  brothers,  we  are  informed,  cannot  with 
truth  be  said  to  have  been  "a  person  of  fortune."  He  was  a  liberal- 
minded  and  philanthropic  man,  and  labored  much  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital. 

These  errors,  though  not  apparently  of  much  consequence,  may  lead  to 
misapprehension,  and  we  therefore  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  correct 
them. 


Capital  Trials  and  Executions  forty  years  ago. — In  looking  over  a  jour- 
nal containing  some  records  of  criminal  trials  and  executions  forty  years 
ago,  we  were  forcibly  impressed  with  the  precipitancy  that  characterized 
the  trial  and  subsequent  execution  of  an  assassin.  It  appears  that  one 
Bellingham  shot  Mr.  Percival,  in  England,  on  the  11th  day  of  May,  1811. 
He  was  committed,  tried  and  convicted,  and  on  the  \Sth,  seven  days  after 
the  murder,  was  executed,  and  his  body  placed  on  the  dissecting  table. 


Medical  Miscellany. — There  were  19  young  gentlemen  graduated  at 
the  last  session  of  the  St.  Louis  University. — The  salary  of  the  City 
Physician  of  Boston  has  been  increased  to  $1,000  per  annum. — Few 
works  published  of  late  have  been  more  favorably  noticed  in  the  American 
Medical  Journals  than  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  Massa- 
chusetts.— Professor  Thomas  Reyburn  has  resigned  the  chair  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics  in  the  medical  department  of  the  St.  Louis  Uni- 
versity, which  he  has  filled  with  most  decided  ability  for  several  years  past. 
— Prof.  White,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  sailed  for  Europe  on  the  17th  ult. 


Suffolk  District  Mkdical  Society. — The  meeting-  for  medical  improvement  of  the 
Suffolk  District  Medical  Society,  will  be  held  at  their  rooms,  Masonic  Temple,  on  Saturday  even- 
ing, April  26th,  at  the  usual  hour.    A  punctual  attendance  is  requested. 


To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Castle's  paper  on  Dento-Neuralgia,  and  some  further  remarks  by 
"  Pro  re  nata  "  on  Homoeopathy,  have  been  received. 


Died,— In  New  York,  John  B.  Beck,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Juris- 
prudence in  the  New  York  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  aged  57. — In  Andover,  Mass., 
Daniel  Wardwell,  M.D.,  aged  67  years. 


Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  weekending  Saturday  noon,  April  19,  57. — Males,  29 — females,  28. 
Congestion  of  the  brain,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  1 — bronchitis,  1 — consumption,  15 — convulsions,  3 
— canker,  I — croup,  1 — dropsy  of  the  brain,  3 — exhaustion,  1 — fever,  1 — typhus  fever,  2 — typhoid 
fever,  1  — infantile,  5 — marasmus,  3 — measles,  7 — old  age,  2 — polypus,  1 — smallpox,  3 — teething, 
3 — inflammation  of  the  throat,  1 — unknown,  1. 

Under  5  years,  24. — ^between  5  and  20  years.  12 — between  20  and  iO  years,  14 — between  40  and 
60  vears,  3— over  60  years,  4.    Americans,  22  ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  35. 

The  above  includes  9  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 
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Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association. — The  names  of  the  fol- 
lowing delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  have 
been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  since 
the  last  report.  Berkshire  District — Professor  H.  H.  Childs,  Pittsfield. 
Franklin  District — Charles  L.  Knowlton,  M.D  ,  Ashfield.  From  the  Bos- 
ton Society  for  Medical  Observation — Drs.  Samuel  Paikman  and  E.  H. 
Clarke. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Barnstable  (Mass.)  District  Medical  Society,  held 
at  Barnstable  on  Tuesday,  April  8th,  1S51,  the  following  persons  were 
elected  delegates  from  this  Society  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  the  Ame- 
rican Medical  Association,  to  be  held  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  May  next.  E.  W.  Carpenter,  M.D.,  William  B.  Gooch, 
M.D.,  S.  H.  Gould,  M.D.,  G.  W.  Doane,  M.D. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  New  London  (Ct.)  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, held  in  Norwich,  April  10th,  1851,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
appointed  Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association  : — Worthington 
Hooker,  M.D.,  Ashbel  Woodward,  M.D.,  D.  T.  Brainard,  M.D.,  A.  B. 
Haile,  M.D.,  James  Morgan,  M.D.,  Horace  Thurston,  M.D. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  New  London  (Ct.)  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, held  in  Norwich,  April  lOth,  1851,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected  Delegates  to  the  State  Medical  Convention,  to  be  held  in  Hartford : 
—Elijah  Dyer,  M.D.,  Norwich;  Ashbel  Woodward,  M.D.,  Frankhn  ;  A. 
W.  Coats,  M.D.,  Poquetannock  ;  Jeremiah  King,  M.D.,  Norwich;  Sam'l 
E.  Maynard,  M.D.,  Uncasville. 


Medical  Societij  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. — Dr.  E.  H.  Barton,  Presi- 
dent;  Drs.  E.  D.  Fenner  and  J.  C.  Simonds,  Vice  Presidents;  Dr.  Re- 
miston,  Corresponding  Secretary ;  Dr.  P.  B.  McElny,  Recording  Secre- 
tary ;  Dr.  R.  Bein,  Treasurer. 


Dr.  Litton^s  Address. — "  An  address  to  the  graduates  of  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  St.  Louis  University,  by  A.  Litton,  M.D.,"  is  another  of 
those  excellent  valedictories  which  are  so  well  calculated  to  impress  upon 
the  mind  of  the  graduate,  the  importance  of  the  profession  in  which  he  is 
about  to  embark.    We  wish  our  space  would  admit  of  copying  from  it. 


Thermal  Ventilation. — "Thermal  Ventilation,  and  other  sanitary  im- 
provements, applicable  to  public  buildings,  and  recently  adopted  at  the  New 
York  Hospital :  a  discourse  delivered  at  the  Hospital,  Feb.  8th,  1851,  by 
John  Watson,  M.D."  We  should  judge,  from  reading  this  pamphlet,  that 
much  need  existed  for  the  improvement  that  has  lately  been  effected  in  the 
New  York  Hospital.  It  would  seem  that  the  governors  of  the  Hospital 
have  expended  money  liberally  for  the  purposes  of  ventilating  and  warm- 
ing the  building,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  will  prove  a  very  useful, 
as  well  as  economical  expenditure.  In  the  warming  of  this  Hospital,  by 
steam  apparatus,  only  one  ton  of  coal  is  consumed  per  day.  The  length 
of  pipe  required  to  make  the  circuit,  is  17,279  feet,  and  presenting  a  radi- 
ating surface  equal  to  5,250  square  feet.  Dr.  Watson  gives  a  very  inte- 
resting account  of  the  improvement,  which  may  be  profitably  consulted  by 
those  who  intend  to  make  use  of  similar  means  in  the  warming  and  venti* 
lating  of  public  buildings. 
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THE  TMER/VPEUTICAL  POWERS  OF  ACONITE. 

BY  R.  J.   GRAVES,  M.D.,  DUBLIN. 

Although  the  medicinal  properties  of  this  plant  have  been  long  ago 
described  by  Continental  authors,  yet  we  are  much  indebted  to  Professor 
Fleming  (now  of  Queen's  College,  Cork)  for  the  accurate  observations 
and  cases  which  form  the  basis  of  his  treatise  on  its  virtues,  a  treatise  id 
which  must  be  ascribed  its  general  introduction  into  medical  practice  in 
Great  Britain.  I  still  continue  to  find  it  useful  in  certain  obstinate  cases 
of  neuralgia  ;  while  in  other  cases  of  this  disease  its  effects  have  disap- 
pointed me :  however,  this  is  all  that  can  be  expected  from  any  medi- 
cine which  acts  upon  the  nervous  system.  It  is  impossible  that  it  could 
invariably  produce  beneficial  effects,  yet  the  practical  physician  will  be 
satisfied  if  it  exhibits  its  powers  in  a  given  proportion  of  cases. 

Aconite  failed  to  give  relief  in  the  case  of  a  lady  laboring  under 
chronic  lumbago  and  sciatica,  although  it  was  pushed  as  far  as  prudence 
would  allow.  Its  failure  in  this  case  disappointed  me  much  ;  but  at  the 
same  time  I  may  remark  that  there  was  something  in  this  lady's  malady 
which  rendered  it  particularly  intractable,  and  caused  all  the  medicines 
that  were  employed  to  produce  little  or  no  good  effect  until,  after  many 
months,  I  tried  strychnia  internally,  which  proved  a  speedy  and  per- 
fect cure. 

In  another  case,  in  which  the  patient,  a  middle-aged  gentleman  of  ro- 
bust constitution,  suffered  from  a  cutaneous  neuralgia  affecting  various 
parts  of  the  skin  at  different  times,  and  not  sparing  any  part  of  the  body, 
so  as  to  render  his  life  miserable  during  the  paroxysm,  the  aconite  like- 
wise failed,  as  did  all  other  remedies.  The  result  was  more  encouraging 
in  the  following  cases. 

I  attended,  with  Mr.  Nicholls,of  Dawson  street,  an  officer  aged  about 
65  years,  who  long  labored  under  the  effects  of  hereditary  gout,  and  who 
sent  for  me  during  an  excruciating  gouty  neuralgia,  affecting  the  nerves 
on  one  side  of  his  face.  He  was  speedily  and  completely  relieved  by 
the  tincture  of  aconite,  applied  locally. 

I  attended,  also  with  Mr.  Nicholls,  a  gentleman  from  Roscommon, 
who  was  attacked  with  rheumatic  fever  during  a  temporary  residence  in 
Nassau  street  ;  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fever  he  was  tortured  by  pains 
darting  from  the  front  to  the  back  of  the  chest,  or  vice  versa,  or  else 
from  one  side  to  another  ;  in  fact,  these  pains  occupied  successively  nearly 
13 
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the  whole  extent  of  the  diapragmatic  attachments.  In  this  cnse  the 
aconite  pi-oved  itself  a  most  valiiahle  auxiliary  remedy  ;  as  it  did  like- 
wise in  a  very  similar  case  that  1  had  in  Harconrt  street,  which  I  at- 
tended along  with  Surgeon  Adams.  In  the  latter  instance  it  is  necessary 
to  remark,  that  the  gentleman  had  been  frequently  cupped  over  the  seat 
of  the  pains  with  relief ;  and  that  he  was,  at  the  time  of  taking  the  aco- 
nite, in  a  debilitated  state  ;  under  these  circumstances  eight  drops  of  the 
tincture,  given  in  the  morning,  and  repeated  in  four  hours  afterwards, 
seemed  suddenly  to  check  the  pains  ;  but  it  at  the  same  time  brought 
on  indistinctness  of  vision,  a  failing  of  the  pulse,  and  a  diminution  of 
general  heat,  which  were  for  the  moment  very  alarming  symptoms,  but 
yielded  in  a  few  hours  to  stimulants,  such  as  brandy  and  wine.  No  bad 
effect  remained  ;  but  the  specific  action  of  the  medicine  deterred  us  from 
having  recourse  to  it  again,  when  the  diaphragmalic  pain  returned  in  two 
days,  though  with  diminished  violence. — Dub.  (^uar.  Jour.  Med.  Scicn. 


A  CASE  OF  SCIRRHOUS  DISEASE. 

BY  J.  LEWIS    DORSET,   M.D.,    ALVASTON,  VIRGINIA. 

I  WILL  relate  some  of  the  particulars  of  a  case  that  came  within  the 
sphere  of  my  practice,  in  the  person  of  an  old  lady  about  60  years  of 
age,  on  account  of  its  novelty  in  this  section  of  country,  and  the  deep 
interest  that  was  excited  in  relation  to  it.  When  my  attention  was  first 
called  to  her,  I  found  her  complaining  of  a  painful  tumor  and  burning 
sensation,  seemingly  near  the  pyloric  extremity  of  the  stomach.  There, 
was  very  little  constitutional  disturbance,  and  1  directed  her  to  take  a 
little  anodyne  and  refrigerant  medicine,  with  a  gentle  aperient  ;  a  small 
portion  of  blue  mass  was  occasionally  given  to  remove  the  indications  of 
a  slight  derangement  of  the  hepatic  and  gastric  functions,  and  she  got 
apparently  considerably  better,  but  still  complained  of  a  lump  about  her 
stomach  ;  and  I  found  upon  examination,  by  palpation,  an  unnatural 
body  about  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg  ;  this  occurred  in  June. 

About  a  year  after,  she  grew  gradually  worse,  and  my  visits  were 
repeated  more  regularly  and  frequently,  and  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
watching  the  development  of  her  malady,  and  the  extension  of  a  tume- 
faction of  or  about  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver,  towards  the  umbilicus  and 
epigastrium,  distending  the  epigastric  depression.  Diagnosis  was  now 
conjectural,  and  the  treatment  was  accordingly  merely  palliative.  I 
now  called  to  my  aid  my  esteemed  friend  Dr.  J.  G.  Shelton,  a  man  of 
science  and  enlarged  experience,  but  he  seemed  as  much  puzzled  to  de- 
termine the  precise  nature  of  the  affection  as  I  had  been  ;  and  brought 
with  him,  on  his  second  visit,  a  medical  friend  of  great  experience ;  but 
still  our  combined  powers  as  diagnosticians  were  baffled,  for  we  could 
not  satisfactorily  construe  the  symptoms,  nor  interpret  the  language  of 
suffering  humanity — it  was  to  us  quite  unintelligible.  The  ravages  of 
the  disease  began  now  to  progress  more  rapidly  ;  her  sufferings  becom- 
ing greatly  aggravated  ;  her  complexion  icteric  ;  her  extremities  cedema- 
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tous ;  circular  spots  of  a  purple  hue  ;  purpura,  and  an  enlargement  of 
the  abdomen  from  dropsical  effusions.  She  died  in  about  a  week  aftei: 
the  supervention  of  these  unfavorable  symptoms  on  the  8th  of  September. 

Autopsy. — The  next  day,  aided  by  Drs.  Shelton  and  Carter,  I  made 
a  post-mortem  examination,  commencing  the  sectio  cadaveris  by  an 
incision  at  the  scrobiculis  cordis,  and  running  down  to  the  left  and  right 
hypochondriac  regions,  thus  making  a  V-shaped  incision  of  the  abdomi- 
nal integument  and  muscles,  which  I  everted,  and  exposed  an  enor- 
mously enlarged  liver,  with  a  small  circumscribed  adhesion  to  the  ante- 
rior parietes  of  the  abdomen.  The  liver  presented  a  nodulated  surface 
prior  to  death,  which  had  disappeared  on  dissection.  We  attributed  the 
subsidence  of  these  inequalities,  detectable  by  the  touch,  to  the  rapid  de- 
composition that  took  place.  It  was  augmented  to  four  or  five  times  its 
natural  size,  presenting  a  mass  of  granular  degeneration,  containing  dark 
circumscribed  spots,  which  1  was  inclined  to  pronounce  melanosis  of 
the  liver. 

Not  beino;  satisfied  that  this  was  the  only  oro-an  involved  in  the  dis- 
ease,  1  pursued  my  investigations  further ;  and  upon  an  examination 
of  the  pancreas,  I  Ibund  it  converted  into  a  hard  tumor  about  the  size 
of  a  turkey's  egg.  and  cutting  with  the  crispness  of  an  Irish  potato.  I 
now  felt  satisfied  in  regard  to  my  strongest  conjecture,  viz.,  that  she  was 
laboring  under  a  scirrhous  affection.  I  was  induced  to  entertain  this  opi- 
nion from  the  lancinating  and  paroxysmal  character  of  the  pains  that 
tortured  her,  and  made  her  life  a  burden,  from  which  she  seemed  anxious 
to  be  liberated  ;  but  I  could  not  before  ascertain  the  extent  and  number 
of  the  organs  involved  in  the  disease. — New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter. 

CHANGE  OF  THE  TYPE  OF  DISEASE. 

BY  G.  L.  COLLINS,  M.D.,  PKOVIDENCE,  R.  I. 
LCommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  following  communication,  in  relation  to  a  "  change  of  the  type  of 
disease,"  has  recently  been  received  in  a  letter  from  Dr.  Caleb  Williams, 
of  York,  Eng.  The  subject  is  one  to  which  he  seems  to  have  devoted 
considerable  attention,  and  upon  which  he  is  desirous  of  learning  the 
views  of  American  practitioners.  We  know  of  no  better  plan  for  for- 
warding his  wishes  than  to  lay  his  communication  before  the  medical 
public,  hoping  thereby  to  elicit  the  opinions  of  such  of  our  profession  as 
are  best  qualified  to  speak  upon  this  interesting  subject. 

Dr.  Williams  states  that  the  subject  has  scarcely  been  noticed  in  their 
medical  journals,  and  little  thought  of  by  the  routine  practitioner,  not- 
withstanding the  great  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  character 
of  disease,  as  well  as  in  the  ordinary  treatment  employed. 

"In  the  course  of  the  last  thirty  years,"  says  Dr.  W.,  "a  great 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  type  of  all  diseases  throughout  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  I  am  anxious  to  ascertain  whether  a  similar 
change  has  been  observed  in  the  United  States,  as  well  as  on  the  Con- 
tinent of  Europe,  within  the  same  period.    The  change  in  this  country 
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has  been  from  the  inflammatory  to  the  adynamic  type.  The  genus 
epidemicus,  a  term  used  by  some  Continental  ])hysicians,  in  1820  being 
truly  inflammatory,  phlogistic  or  sthenic  ;  in  1850  it  being  altogether  dif- 
ferent, of  a  low  type,  of  an  adynamic  or  asthenic  character.  Thirty 
years  ago  almost  every  disease  assumed  this  sthenic  character,  and  con- 
sequently required  and  bore  depletion  by  bloodletting,  purging,  and  a 
rigorous  system  of  diet.  At  the  present  day  we  scarcely  see  a  case  of 
acute  inflammation  ;  and  almost  every  morbid  condition,  whether  it  falls 
within  the  province  of  the  physician  or  surgeon,  partakes  more  or  less 
of  an  asthenic  character.  Hence  warm  diaphoretics,  cordials,  opiates, 
tonics  and  stimulants,  have  been  of  late  the  means  of  cure  most  in  requi- 
sition amongst  us.  To  quote  my  own  words  from  a  paper  I  read  before 
the  York  Medical  Society — '  The  physician  is  noiu  occupied  in  sustaining 
the  power  of  the  constitution,  whilst  thirty  years  ago  he  was  intent  only 
on  curing  the  disease.'  In  illustration  of  what  I  have  said,  I  will  refer 
to  pneumonia  or  pleuro-pneumonia.  Twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago, 
an  ordinary  case  of  pleuro-pneumonia  would  present  the  following  symp- 
toms : — Severe  pain  in  the  side,  great  difficulty  in  breathing,  bloody 
sputa,  anxiety  of  countenance,  a  hot  and  dry  skin,  white  tongue  ;  a  quick, 
hard  and  firm  pulse,  and  high-colored  urine.  The  patient  would  be 
bled  several  times  from  the  drm,  leeches  and  blisters  would  be  applied, 
calomel  and  saline  pugatives  would  be  freely  administered,  and  tartar 
emetic  given  in  repeated  doses.  This  mode  of  practice  was  required 
by  the  symptoms,  and  was  tolerated  by  the  constitution.  The  conva- 
lescence was  usually  rapid,  and  the  recovery  complete.  The  cases  of 
pleuro-pneumonia  of  the  present  day  present  a  very  difl^erent  aspect ; 
there  is  little  anxiety  of  countenance,  little  pain,  no  marked  difliculty  of 
breathing,  the  skin  is  moist  and  raised  but  little  above  the  natural  tem- 
perature— the  pulse  does  not  exceed  84  or  90,  is  soft  and  compressible 
— the  stethoscope,  however,  reveals  great  dulness  over  a  large  portion 
of  the  affected  side,  and  percussion  contributes  to  show  great  conges- 
tion, infarction  or  consolidation  of  the  lung  of  that  side.  If  these  cases 
are  seen  early,  confinement  to  bed,  stimulating  diaphoretics,  warm  drinks, 
with  the  addition  of  aromatics  and  a  little  wine,  and  the  application  of 
sinapisms  or  warm  turpentine  to  the  affected  side,  are  the  remedies 
which  prove  the  most  beneficial.  If  the  patient  be  very  vigorous,  three 
or  four  doses  of  calomel  and  James's  powder  are  required  in  addition  to 
the  above  ;  but  the  continued  use  of  these  lowering  remedies  uniformly 
produces  great  feebleness  and  exhaustion.  If  the  case  is  of  some  stand- 
ing, that  is,  has  existed  two  or  three  weeks,  the  mild  and  continued  use 
of  mercury  and  iodine,  with  counter-irritation  and  a  nourishing  diet,  are 
needful  to  restore  the  patient  to  health.  When  bleeding,  purging  and 
other  lowering  measures  have  been  employed,  the  patients  have  either 
sunk  (from  the  remedies,  not  from  the  disease),  or  there  has  been  a  pro- 
tracted convalescence,  during  which  ammonia,  wine,  and  a  very  nourish- 
ing diet,  have  been  required.  This  character  of  disease  resembles  an 
epidemic  typhoid-pneumonia  mentioned  by  Auteureith,  which  prevailed 
in  many  parts  of  Germany  during  the  years  J 800-1 -2,  in  which,  he 
says,  '  the  speedy  production  of  an  inflammatory  state,  by  means  of 
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bark  and  ether,  was  the  only  method  which  afforded  a  chance  of  re- 

^  *7^*  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

"  In  this  country  the  change  in  the  mode  of  treatment  may  be  said 
to  be  all  but  universal ;  but  there  is  some  difference  of  opinion  with  re- 
gard to  the  causes  which  have  led  to  this  change.  The  more  enlightened 
and  scientific  practitioners  agree  with  me  in  the  opinion  that  it  arises 
from  a  change  in  the  nature  and  type  of  the  diseases  we  have  to  treat ; 
whilst  many  others  think  it  arises  from  some  supposed  improvement  in 
our  mode  of  treating  disease.  It  is  true,  w^e  now-a-days  prescribe  the 
rectified  oil  of  turpentine  in  haemoptysis,  and  in  a  majority  of  cases  find 
it  the  most  successful  remedy ;  but  a  little  consideration  and  a  careful 
comparison  of  the  accompanying  symptoms,  as  now  observed,  with  those 
we  witnessed  thirty  years  ago,  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  every  impartial 
inquirer  that  the  medicine,  which  is  now  so  useful,  would  have  been 
very  prejudicial  on  the  former  occasion. 

"  We  have  no  recent  writings  on  the  subject  in  this  country.  Dr. 
Auteureith's  work  on  the  state  of  medicine  in  Great  Britain,  written 
about  twenty  years  ago,  is  the  only  work  with  which  I  am  acquainted, 
that  enters  fully  into  the  changes  which  have  been  observed  within  the 
last  fifty  or  seventy  years ;  and  I  regret  that  his  valuable  work  has  never 
been  translated  into  English.  *  *  *  * 

"  The  diseases  of  catde  have  undergone  a  similar  change  within  the 
same  period.  Bleeding,  which  was  generally  adopted  twenty-five  or 
thirty  years  ago,  is  rarely  employed  at  the  present  day  ;  and  when  re- 
sorted to  by  the  ignorant  and  routine  cattle  doctors,  it  is  usually  followed 
by  a  fatal  result — the  post-mortem  examination  exhibiting  the  results  of 
intense  congestion,  and  not  inflammation." 


NOTES  FOR  A  MEMOIR  ON  THE  PATHOLOGY  OF  DENTO-NEURALGIA, 


BY  A.   C.   CASTLE,  M.D.,  NEW  YORK. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Chapter  I. 

In  my  "  Notes  on  the  Pathology  of  the  Teeth,"  I  have  divided  the 
teeth  into  four  classes  or  groups,  according  to  their  physical  appearance, 
in  connection  with,  and  significant  of,  the  peculiar  diathesis  and  patho- 
logical predisposition  of  the  individual. 

I.  The  large  dense  yellow  teeth. 

n.  The  dense  yellowish  white  teeth. 

III.  The  chalk-white  teeth,  the  yellow 
transparent  teeth,  and  the  yellow  chalky 
teeth. 

IV.  The  transparent  white  teeth,  and 
the  bluish  white  or  pearly  teeth. 

As  I  have  already  observed,  the  possessors  of  the  firm  large  dense 
(fig.  1)  yellow  teeth  are  blessed  with  a  sound  constitution  and  vigorous 
health,  a  firmly  knitted  frame  and  great  muscular  strength,  with  the  out- 
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lines  of  manly  dignity  and  beauty.  Fig.  2.  Those  of  the  second  class, 
whilst  they  possess  these  gifts  in  a  less  marked  degree,  their  features  pre- 
senting a  softer  expression,  and  their  lineaments  a  full  and  rounded  form, 
do  not  the  less  enjoy  the  general  good  health  allotted  to  man.  Fig.  3. 
The  third  class,  the  chalk-white  teeth,  the  yellow  transparent  teeth,  and 
the  yellow  chalky  teeth,  denote  a  strumous  diathesis  ;  and  the  fourth 
class  (fig.  4)  the  transparent  white  teeth,  and  the  bluish  white  or  pearly 
teeth,  so  much  envied  and  so  much  prized  and  poetized,  bespeak  for  the 
unhappy  possessor  a  tendency  to  scrofulous  tubercular  phthisis — a  mark 
I  consider  as  sure,  as  is  Eddystone  Light  House  a  warning  of  the  rock 
beneath. 

Dr.  John  Torrey,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  of  the  University  of  tlie  State  of  New  York,  in  a 
conversation  with  me  some  three  years  since,  on  the  above  classifica- 
tions of  the  teeth,  was  pleased  to  observe  that  he  was  much  gratified 
with  my  notes  on  the  pathology  of  the  teeth,  but  thought  that  I  had 
divided  them  mto  too  many  classes  or  groups.  I  availed  myself  of  the 
hint,  and  made  still  closer  observations  on  my  classification,  and  have  no 
reason,  after  ihvve  y(>ars'  additional  attention  to  the  subject,  for  making 
any  alteration  or  inodification  in  the  arrangement  of  the  groups. 

Perha|)s  tliere  is  no  region  Vipon  the  face  of  the  globe  that  offers 
such  ocular  demonstrative  proofs  on  the  subject  of  dental  peculiarities, 
as  does  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  Eastern  States — the  climate  ex- 
hibiting the  very  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  often  varying  40^  Fah, 
between  sunrise  and  sunset.  Moisture  is  excessive,  the  ra])idity  of  eva- 
poration extraordinary,  and  the  electric  state  of  meteorological  phe- 
nomena is  no  less  remarkable.  The  effect  of  so  many  influences  com- 
bined upon  the  general  system,  is  too  obvious  to  be  lost  sight  of ;  and 
in  no  cases  are  these  combinations  more  strongly  illustrated,  than  in  the 
development  of  those  abnormal  conditions  to  be  found  in  scrofulous  or 
tubercular  subjects. 

Dento-neuralgic  afTections,  so  far  as  my  experience  extends,  have  been 
treated  as  idiopathic  diseases,  referable  to  the  region  afTected.  The  few 
isolated  cases  published  at  remote  periods  of  a  neuralgia  disappearing 
after  the  extraction  of  a  diseased  tooth,  has  produced  no  other  impression 
upon  the  medical  mind  than  being  one  of  those  peculiar  enigmas  occa- 
sionally a])pearing  in  what  may  be  termed  the  curiosities  of  medical  lite- 
rature. Dr.  Woodbridge  Strong  quotes,  that  "  man  is  a  microcosm  "  ; 
and,  continues  the  doctor,  "  certainly  he  is  an  enigma,  and  his  diseases 
are  obscure  and  with  difficulty  understood,  affording  scope  and  verge 
enough  for  the  highest  and  the  most  profound  intellect."  Dr.  Strong 
also  pertinently  remarks,  "  In  this  field  none  need  to  lag  for  want  of 
ground  to  occupy  ;  none  need  to  weep,  however  advanced,  for  the  want 
of  another  world  to  conquer"  !  The  science  of  dentistry,  like  that  of 
medicine,  does  not  consist  merely  in  the  superficial  routine  of  daily  prac- 
tice. Nor  will  any  practice  of  thirty-five  years  of  unprecedented  suc- 
cess in  the  simple  manipulation  of  stuffing  gold  foil  into  hollow  teeth, 
establish  dentistry  as  a  mechanical  science.  Nor  will  the  unique  and 
original  hypothesis — that  a  "  dead  nerve  "  in  a  tooth  retains  the  power 
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of  absorption  I  or  that  the  cause  for  the  decay  of  the  teeth  is  the  "  in- 
troduction of  knives  and  forks,"  with  the  recommendation  to  parents  to 
adopt  some  other  plan  than  this  "  fashionable  indulgence  "  (!)  for  the 
preservation  of  the  teeth  in  the  rising  generation — establish  dento-pa- 
thological  science.  An  uneducated  or  rather  a  mechanical  dentist  of 
this  character  might  amuse  himself  by  blowing  his  penny  trumpet  in 
patent  warnings  "  to  the  world,  that  such  ideas  comprised  the  true 
pathological  views  of  dental  disorders  in  his  office,  and  that  he  and  his 
ilk  differed  from  all  others  in  treating  dental  deviations.  There  is  an  am- 
ple field  to  occupy,  an  ample  scope  for  all  dentists  to  improve  and  hon- 
orably display  their  professional  acquirements.  Such  an  enterprise,  vigor- 
ously sustained  and  carried  out  to  this  end  by  the  various  ability  in  the 
dental  profession,  would  establish  the  dignity  of  the  profession,  and  that 
distinction,  which  medical  men  seem  to  overlook,  that  exists  between^ 
the  mechanical  and  the  medico-pathological  surgeon-dentist. 

Proceeding,  then,  with  our  subject — Dr.  Rush  records  a  case  of  mad-' 
ness  occasioned  by  diseased  teeth,  "  ivhich  were  in  no  ivays  painful  to 
the  patienty  He  also  states  a  case  of  hip-joint  disease  and  rheumatic 
afteclion  "  being  immediately  removed  after  tiie  extraction  of  a  tooth. 
The  IjOndon  Lancet  publishes  a  case  of  "  neuralgia  of  the  ivomh  " 
immediately  disappearing  after  the  extraction  of  a  "  diseased  wisdom- 
tooth."  Mr.  Keocker  relates  a  case  of  "  epilepsy  at  once  disappear- 
ing upon  the  extraction  of  some  teeth."  These  constitute  the  isolated- 
"  extraordinary  cases  "  with  any  bearing  upon  my  observations  regard- 
ing dento-neuralgic  affections.  It  will  be  admitted  that  a  proper  ana 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  diagnostic  marks  of  the  pathological  condi- 
tion of  the  dental  system  in  its  various  disorders  is  paramount.  But  im- 
portant as  these  may  be,  they  yet  sink  into  insignificance,  when  com- 
pared to  the  pathology  and  diagnosis  of  dento-neuralgia  in  connection, 
with  the  5th,  7th,  10th  and  the  cervical  nerves. 

The  Creator  of  nature,  in  the  formation  of  this  portion  of  the  human- 
body — the  jaws  and  teeth — exhibits  that  truly  wonderful  care  in  design 
for  their  piotection,  which  we  find  secured  to  every  other  organ  com- 
prised in  the  general  anatomy.  The  roots  of  the  teeth  are  implanted 
within  the  spongy  processes  of  the  jaw-bones,  and  tliis  sponginess  offers 
a  bed  that  cannot  be  readily  injured  or  destroyed  by  foreign  concussions, 
or  those  produced  by  the  natural  process  of  manducation.  In  addition 
to  this,  we  find  the  sockets  or  alveolar  processes  of  the  teeth  lined  by  a 
thick  elastic  periosteum,  which  is  refiected  upon  the  several  fangs  of  the 
teeth  near  to  the  edges  of  the  gums,  and  forms  a  still  softer  bed  for 
the  teeth.  The  teeth  are  amply  supplied  witli  bloodvessels,  lymphatics, 
and  with  nerves,  which  in  proportion  to  the  bulk  of  the  teeth  are 
larger  than  in  almost  any  other  organ  in  the  body.  With  these  facts 
before  us,  it  would  be  strfmge  indeed  if  the  teeth  were  to  enjoy  an  im- 
munity from  disease,  any  more  than  the  eye,  the  ear,  or  even  the  hair 
and  the  nails.  Hence  any  functional  or  disorganizing  agencies  may  and 
do  produce  disease  in  the  teeth  ;  or  having  these  vital  agents  within  them- 
selves, they  may  be  and  are  idiopathically  affected,  and  being  idiopathic 
cally  deranged  they  are  the  proximate  and  remote  causes  of  dento-neu- 
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ralgic  affections.  The  morbose  state  of  such  teeth  as  are  undergoing 
the  slow  process  of  carious  decomposition  from  external  agents  ;  those 
that  are  undergoing  the  slow  process  of  death  in  the  gums,  the  sockets 
and  the  periosteum,  known  as  necrosis,  without  any  apparent  cause — 
of  which,  if  a  necrology  of  these  teeth  were  to  be  kept  by  dentists,  the 
number  would  be  found  to  be  immense  ;  then  the  peculiar  disease  which 
is  now  for  the  first  time  described  to  the  medical  and  dental  professions, 
and  which  is  in  fact,  if  I  may  be  permitted  the  term,  the  peculiar  fea- 
ture— the  great  first  and  hidden  cause  of  genuine  dento-neuralgia,  with 
irritated  or  inflamed  nervous  filaments  of  the  teeth,  all  produce  cither  a 
sympathetic,  symptomatic  or  abnormal  action  in  the  several  parts  of  the 
system.  A  knowledge  of  this  action,  I  trust,  will  cause  a  better  princi- 
ple in  ethical  relations,  a  more  dignified  professional  feeling,  and  a 
cessation  of  those  atrabilious  unprofessional  appeals  to  the  public  through 
the  columns  of  the  public  press,  by  certain  dentists,  who  ignorantly 
charge  these  dento-constitutional  derangements  of  the  system  upon  what 
they  are  pleased  to  term  "  poisonous  materials  "  used  by  their  profes- 
sional brethren,  whom  they  charitably  name  as  being  morally  ^nd  profes- 
sionally dishonest  dental  practitioners. 

if  my  remarks  do  not  stand  the  test  of  scrutiny,  1  wish  them  to  be 
disregarded  and  exploded.  But,  on  the  contrary,  if  they  rest  on  the 
immutability  of  truth,  it  becomes  every  man  to  give  them  that  weight 
and  consideration  which  the  importance  of  the  subject  demands.  I  shall 
now  present,  seriatim,  to  the  readers  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  the  causes  of  dento-neuralgia  and  the  pathology  of  this  disease 
in  all  its  phases. 


![The  following  address  has  been  handed  us,  with  an  urgent  request  that 
it  should  appear  in  the  Journal.  As  it  was  read  before  one  of  the  regu- 
lar district  societies  of  the  State,  we  have  thought  proper,  on  that  ac- 
count, to  comply  with  the  request.  We  also  like  occasionally  to  show 
our  homoeopathic  friends,  by  allowing  a  suitable  latitude  for  discussion 
in  regard  to  the  merits  of  their  system  of  practice,  that  we  have  no  bi- 
gotry in  the  matter,  though  we  certainly  shall  make  no  promise  of  ever 
publishing  another  communication  with  the  "  characteristics "  of  this, 
even  if  written  in  the  same  candid  spirit. — Ed.] 

CHARACTKRISTICS  OF  HOMCEOPATHY. 
Read  before  the  Middlesex,  Ms.,  District  Med.  Society,  March  26,  1851,  by  Daniel  Holt,  M.D. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Society, — I  propose,  in 
'this  paper,  to  illustrate  briefly  the  principles  of  the  homoeopathic  practice 
in  medicine,  and  to  consider  the  difference  between  this  and  the  ordinary 
practice.  This  seems  to  me  especially  appropriate  at  the  present  time, 
from  the  fact,  which  will  not,  1  think,  be  disputed,  that  there  is  now 
more  interest  upon  the  subject  in  and  out  of  the  profession,  throughout 
the  civilized  world,  than  at  any  previous  period. 

The  very  great  and  increasing  numbers,  belonging  to  the  regular 
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medical  profession,  who  in  private  practice  have  recently  turned  their 
attention  to  the  subject  (to  say  nothing  of  public  teachers  and  hos- 
pitals), is  certainly  a  very  great  evil  if  there  is  not  truth  connected  with 
it.  I  have  ever  taken  the  ground  that  medicine,  as  a  profession,  has 
always  sooner  or  later  adopted  what  is  true  and  useful,  and  rejected  what 
is  false  and  injurious. 

There  are  several  sciences  which  form,  as  it  were,  the  basis  of  prac- 
tical medicine,  an  acquaintance  with  which  is  essential  to  permanent  suc- 
cess, and  which  by  common  consent  have  ever  been  considered  requi- 
sites in  the  educated  physician.  Anatomy  may  be  said  to  lay  at  the 
foimdation  of  the  structure.  Physiology,  or  the  natural  performance  of 
the  functions  of  the  organs,  is  requisite  ;  while  a  knowledge  of  pathology 
or  diseased  action,  together  with  symptomatology  or  the  external  phe- 
nomena which  bring  to  our  cognizance  the  morbid  action,  is  all-impoi  tant, 
as  they  are  the  basis  from  which  we  deduce  our  therapeutic  indications. 
Etiology,  diagnosis  and  prognosis  also  enable  us  to  determine  the  causes 
of  many,  and  the  nature  and  probable  event  of  all,  the  ordinay  diseases 
which  we  treat.  Chemistry,  natural  and  mechanical  obstetrics,  and  me- 
chanical or  operative  surgery,  are  of  course  essential.  These  departments 
of  science  are  the  common  property  of  the  educated  physician,  whether 
allopathic  or  homoeopathic  ;  they  can  receive  no  exclusive  claim  from 
the  one,  and  they  have  never  been  attempted  to  be  disturbed  by  the 
other.  The  judicious  physician  gains  standing  and  permanent  reputa- 
tion from  his  general  education,  more  so  than  from  any  clique  or  society 
in  medicine  to  which  he  may  belong.  Again,  there  are  many  disturb- 
ances of  the  system  which  the  physician  is  called  to  treat,  where  there 
is  a  tangible  or  evident  cause,  the  disease  ceasing  as  soon  as  the  cause 
is  removed — such  as  all  foreign  substances  and  influences  within  our 
control,  also  too  little  or  too  much  exercise,  sleep,  food,  he.  he.  Here 
there  is  of  course  a  general  agreement  as  to  the  remedy.  In  regard  to 
the  real  nature  of  disease,  I  can  conceive  of  little  or  no  difference,  for 
the  very  good  reason  that  we  know  little  or  nothing  about  it.  By  this 
]  mean  that  morbid  action,  which  causes  the  external  phenomena  on  the 
one  hand,  and  which  in  its  progress  results  eventually  and  sometimes 
even  speedily  in  disorganization  of  structure  on  the  other.  It  may  be 
said  to  be  the  chain  which  connects  the  external  phenomena  with  the 
morbid  anatomy — a  chain  intangible  and  unseen,  but  one  which  has  en- 
tangled many  an  unlucky  philosopher.  Disease,  as  well  as  life,  can  be 
known  only  by  its  phenomena  and  its  results.  Disease  may  cease,  and 
its  phenomena  and  consequences  be  removed,  and  health  restored.  In  a 
fatal  case  disease  and  life  end  at  the  same  time,  and  what  Is  afterwards  ob- 
served (the  disorganization)  is  only  its  effects.  The  characteristic  distinc- 
tion between  the  homoeopathic  and  the  ordinary  practice  is  this.  The 
homoeopathic  practitioner,  when  he  meets  with  a  case  of  natural  dis- 
ease, one  where  the  cause  is  not  tangible  so  as  to  be  removed,  treats  that 
disease  by  a  drug  or  remedy,  which  simulates  in  its  action  on  the  system 
the  disease  in  question.  This  we  call  the  law  of  cwre  ;  and  whether 
this  exists  in  reality,  is  the  question,  and  the  only  question  to  be  settled 
in  regard  to  homoeopathy.    All  other  points  are  secondary  to  this  funda- 
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mental  princl[)le,  and  are  not  essential  to  establish  the  point  in  question. 
We,  in  our  therapeutics,  have  reference  to  this  law,  while  the  ordinary 
practitioner  does  not  regard  it. 

We  have  (it  is  agreed  on  all  hands)  what  are  called  natural  diseases, 
manifested  by  certain  phenomena  which  we  call  symptoms.    We  have 
also  what  we  call  druo;s.    Now  do  druo;s,  when  administered  in  various 
doses  and  on   different  individuals,  produce   phenomena  resembling, 
in  any  degree — and  if  so,  how  nearly — natural  diseases  as  described  in 
our  ])ooks,  or  as  we  see  them  at  the  bed-side  of  the  patient  ?    Do  in- 
dividual drugs  produce  particular  symptoms  similar  to  what  we  find  in 
particular  cases  of  disease  ?    Have  you  never  seen  a  case  of  poisoning 
from  the  Rhus,  so  nearly  resembling  some  forms  of  erysipelas  that  one 
would  hesitate  as  to  the  case  ?     During  the  prevalence  of  epidemic 
cholera,  a  case  occurred  in  Charlestown,  JVlass.,  went  through  the  dif- 
ferent stages  and  terminated  Aually,  which  was  treated  and  reported  as 
cholera.     x\fterwards  some  suspicious  circumstances  induced  an  exa- 
mination of  the  body,  and  it  was  found  to  be  poisoned  with  arsenic. 
A  very  close  discrimination  was  required  to  detect  the  difference  from  the 
external  phenomena  presented.     Many  cases  of  a  similar  character 
might  be  nunitioned,  respecting  the  action  of  different  drugs  ;  but  we 
hei'e  labor  undvx  a  diniculty  from  the  fact  (laying  aside  the  homoeopathic 
materia  medica)  that  we  are  much  more  deficient  in  a  knowledge  of 
the  eflx^cts  of  drugs  (drug  diseases)  than  of  natural  diseases  ;  the  latter 
have  been  so  much  observed  at  the  bed-side  of  the  patient,  that  we 
have  a  ])retty  accurate  knowledge  of  their  ])henomena,  while  we  do  not 
see  the  eflects  of  drugs  in  health,  except  in  cases  of  poisoning,  unless 
particular  experiments  are  made  ;  and  in  all  our  lectures  and  works  on 
materia  niedica  the  effects  of  drugs  on  the  system  are  but  very  lightly 
mentioned.    J  must,  however,  here  refer  to  one  work  in  point,  which 
has  recently  appeared,  in  which  the  effects  of  a  drug  are  given  in  de- 
tail, and,  as  is  generally  admitted,  with  accuracy.    1  refer  to  the  work 
of  Tanquerel  on  Lead,  translated  by  Samuel  L.  Dana,  M.D.    This  is  a 
remarkable  work,  and  appears  at  a  critical  period  in  the  history  of  medi- 
cine ;  for  although  the  author  had  no  knowledge  of  homoeopathy  and 
its  trials  of  lead,  yet  there  is  a  remarkable  agreement  between  them  in 
all  the  main  features  of  that  drug.    This  work  is  strictly  a  homoeopathic 
monograph,  setting  forth  the  effects  of  lead,  which  in  its  undivided  state 
is  not  medicinal  or  poisonous  according  to  the  author,  but  when  brought 
into  minute  subdivision  is  capable  of  manifesting  a  great  variety  of  symp- 
toms, certain  groups  of  which  very  much  resemble  natural  diseases — so 
much  so  that  the  author  has  chosen  to  designate  them  by  the  terms  lead 
colic,  palsy,  arthralgia,  &;c.    Still  there  are  numerous  isolated  symptoms 
which  cannot  be  well  grouped  and  named  after  a  natual  disease.  Were 
all  the  drugs  in  the  materia  medica  subjected  to  similar  experiments,  we 
should  have  a  rich  fund  of  information  on  the  subject. 

1  have  said  that  we  endeavor,  in  our  therapeutics,  to  find  a  similarity 
between  the  action  of  the  drug  and  the  phenomena  of  the  natural  dis- 
ease. There  is  here  an  error  in  supposing  that  some  general  resemb- 
lance is  sufficient ;  that  if  our  principle  is  true,  almost  any  remedy 
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which  will  cause  nausea  or  vomiting  will  cure  it  when  found  to  exist. 
Some  have  supposed  they  have  in  this  way  tested  homceopathy,  and 
found  it  to  fail.  Whereas  there  was  no  real  trial.  This  is  too  general. 
A  family  resemblance,  as  it  were,  will  not  do.  There  must  be  an  indi- 
vidual similarity,  like  that  which  the  artist  obtains  in  the  resemblance 
of  the  portrait  to  the  original. 

I  will  endeavor  to  illustrate  this  principle  by  a  case.  Some  three 
years  since,  I  was  called  to  prescribe  for  a  case  of  cholera  morbus  (spo- 
radic cholera),  which  had  proved  obstinate  and  had  been  for  twelve 
hours  in  the  condition  about  to  be  described.  On  examination  1  found 
extreme  coldness  of  the  surface,  especially  of  the  nose,  face  and  ex- 
tremities ;  vomiting  of  a  colorless,  watery  fluid,  about  once  in  fifteen 
minutes ;  watery  discharges  from  the  bowels  ;  a  sinking  and  burning 
sensation  at  the  stomach  ;  pulse  scarcely  perceptible ;  thirst  excessive  ; 
death-like  expression  of  the  countenance  ;  great  prostration,  and  a  sense 
of  excessive  anguish,  with  violent  cramps  in  the  calves  of  the  legs,  &;c. 
On  turning  to  the  materia  medica,  under  the  head  of  veratrum,  there 
was  found  a  very  striking  resemblance  ;  in  fact,  one  was,  as  it  were,  an 
exact  picture  of  the  other,  cori'esponding  in  their  main  features  so  closely 
that  i  determined  at  once  to  select  this  as  a  remedy.  1  gave  a  dose  of 
veratrum.  In  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  the  pulse  began  to  increase  in 
force,  the  surface  and  extremities  to  grow  warm,  and  the  spasms  to 
abate  ;  the  gastric  distress  was  allayed,  and  the  vomiting  ceased  from 
the  first  dose.  The  patient  was  soon  comfortable,  without  any  other 
remedy.  The  diet  and  regimen  in  tliis  case  were  not  changed,  and  the 
patient  had  never  heard  of  homoeopathy. 

It  may  be  inquired,  is  this  the  legitimate  effect  of  the  veratrum,  or 
merely  an  accidental  recovery?  Will  the  result  be  similar  in  other  cases 
and  in  other  diseases  ?  This  question  can  be  settled  only  by  experi- 
ment in  a  great  number  of  cases.  I  have  seen  hundreds  of  cases  as 
striking  as  this  ;  but  it  must  be  where  there  are  plain,  prominent  and 
unequivocal  symptoms,  and  a  remedy  is  selected  to  accurately  corres- 
pond to  them.  1  have  often  seen  as  decided  effects  from  mercury  in  mu- 
cous enteritis  and  dysentery  ;  from  aconite  in  peritoneal  enteritis  and 
general  inflammation  ;  from  belladonna  in  congestion  and  inflamma- 
tion of  the  brain  ;  from  aconite  and  phosphorus  in  pneumonitis  ;  from 
bryonia  in  pleurisy  ;  from  colocynth,  nux  vomica  and  camomile  in  the 
different  varieties  of  colic  ;  from  nux  vomica  and  pulsatilla  in  menstrual 
colic  ;  from  cantharides  in  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  he.  &ic.  The 
permanency  of  the  impression,  or  the  length  of  time  for  a  cure,  will  of 
course  depend  upon  the  pathological  condition.  Although  a  single  dose 
may,  as  1  have  often  seen,  end  speedily  a  colic  of  several  hours  most 
aggravated  suffering,  and  the  cure  be  complete  and  permanent,  still  no 
one  would  suspect  this  to  be  an  inflammation,  although  the  first  impres- 
sion might  be  as  well  marked.  There  is  here  a  change  of  structure 
more  or  less  to  be  resolved  into  its  normal  condition  ;  hence  the  import- 
ance of  pathology,  also  of  diagnosis  and  prognosis. 

But  the  question  may  be  asked,  do  we  ordinarily  obtain  so  decided  re- 
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suits  in  the  every-day  practice  of  the  ])rofession  ?  To  give  a  correct 
answer  to  such  an  inquiry,  I  would  divide  diseases  into  three  classes. 

1st.  The  first  class  should  comprehend  the  great  variety  of  slight  ail- 
ments that  we  meet,  which  are  not  very  well  defined,  and  to  which  we 
should  scarcely  give  a  name  ;  also  mild  febrile  cases.  These  cases  have 
generally  not  very  marked  symptoms,  and  the  effect  from  the  most  ap- 
propriate remedy  is  not  very  striking.  They  will  recover  with  or  without 
treatment.  Jt  is  safe  to  say  they  get  well.  These  are  not  good  cases  to 
test  the  merits  of  homoeopathic  practice. 

2d.  In  the  second  I  would  class  incurable  diseases  ;  such  as  cancer, 
scrofula  and  phthisis  in  their  fully  developed  state  ;  hydrocephalus,  mem- 
branous croup  and  organic  diseases  of  the  vital  organs  generally  ;  also 
the  later  stages  of  acute  disease,  where  the  system  is  beyond  the  point 
of  re-action.  This  class  are  generally  fatal  under  any  treatment,  and 
should  be  thrown  out  in  our  investigation.  Cases  belonging  to  one  or 
the  other  of  these  classes  are  what  are  generally  seen  by  the  ordinary 
practitioner ;  and  from  no  very  positive  effects  in  the  former,  and  too 
often  of  entire  failure  in  the  latter,  an  unfavorable  impression  is  made. 
These  cases  should  be  thrown  out  as  evidence  upon  the  subject. 

3d.  The  third  class  should  include  the  ordinary  well-defined  diseases, 
both  acute  and  chronic,  wherein  the  discriminating  physician  will  be  able 
to  judge  very  correctly  as  to  their  result,  and  the  proportionate  fatality 
that  attends  them.  These  are  the  cases  where  a  trial  of  the  practice 
is  demanded,  and  where  the  result  will  determine  more  satisfactorily  as 
to  the  general  success.  In  short,  on  this  subject  we  follow  the  same 
general  laws  of  evidence  as  upon  any  other  subject.  I  do  not  expect 
that  a  process  of  reasoning  would  be  of  any  utility  on  this  point.  Out 
of  several  thousand  physicians  who  are  now  in  this  practice,  probably 
not  one  has  been  convinced  by  it.  VVe  might  as  well  think  of  settling 
a  question  in  moral  philosophy  by  the  rule  of  three,  or  a  problem  in 
mathematics  by  anything  besides  mathematics.  It  is  a  subject  of  obser- 
vation simply,  and  can  be  settled  in  no  other  way  than  by  observation. 

I'here  is  an  error  which  the  profession  generally  have  fallen  into. 
You  will  frequently  hear  homoeopathy  spoken  of  as  a  "  theoryJ^  Nothing 
can  be  further  from  the  truth.  We  are  not  cautious  enough  in  distin- 
guishing between  a  theory  and  a  fact.  If  homoeopathy  is  true,  it  is  not 
true  as  a  theory,  but  as  a  fact ;  and  if  a  fact  of  general  application,  it 
becomes  a  principle  or  law,  and  stands  in  a  similar  relation  to  medicine 
that  the  law  of  gravitation  does  to  philosophy.  If  we  go  further,  and  in- 
quire how  the  medicine  acts  in  the  cure,  this  may  be  theory  ;  but  we 
will  not  attempt  to  explain  the  ultimate  modus  operandi  medicine — a 
vain  and  fruitless  speculation. 

1  have  thus  far  endeavored  to  show  that  the  law  of  cure  is  the  pe- 
culiarity of  homoeopathy.  There  are,  however,  when  this  law  is  per- 
fectly and  accurately  observed,  several  other  considerations,  which,  al- 
though secondary  to  this  fundamental  principle,  are  of  practical  import- 
ance. The  most  prominent  of  these  is  in  relation  to  posology,  or  the 
dose  to  be  administered  in  the  cure  of  disease.  1  do  not  propose  to 
go  into  an  examination  of  this  part  of  the  subject  at  the  present  time, 
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but  will  simply  affirm  that  when  the  hom(jeopathic  law,  which  we  have 
considered,  is  regarded  in  our  therapeutics,  a  comparatively  small  quan- 
tity of  medicine  will  answer  the  only  real  indication  for  which  medicine 
is  given,  which,  in  the  language  of  another,  is  "  to  remove  disease,  to 
mitigate  its  severity,  or  to  abridge  its  duration."  This  is  owing  to  an 
increased  susceptibility  of  the  diseased  organism  to  the  action  of  the 
remedial  agent,  in  a  very  great  degree  over  that  when  given  on  any 
other  principle,  or  when  given  in  health.  Another  reason  exists,  in  the 
fact,  which,  although  always  known  and  admitted  in  medicine,  has  been 
more  fully  developed — that  all  drugs  are  active  only  in  a  certain  state  of 
attenuation.  A  strictly  solid  substance  cannot  exert  any  influence  on  the 
system,  either  as  a  noxious  or  as  a  remedial  agent,  but  acts  simply  as  a 
foreign  body  disturbing  the  system  mechanically.  This  would  be  as 
true  of  ether  as  of  gold,  were  we  capable  of  rendering  it  as  solid.  The 
whole  problem  of  potentizing  homoeopathic  medicines  is  readily  and  ra- 
tionally explained  upon  this  principle. 


CASE  OF  FOREIGN  BODY  IN  THE  LARYNX. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — Should  you  deem  the  following  report  of  a  case  of  somewhat 
complicated  nature,  which  came  under  my  notice  during  the  latter  part 
of  its  term,  of  interest  to  the  readers  of  the  Journal,  I  here  submit  the 
same  for  publication.  The  importance  which  I  attach  to  this  particu- 
lar instance  of  a  common  affection,  arises  not  from  its  appearance  in  an 
unusual  form,  nor  from  difficulties  arising  in  the  way  of  diagnosis,  or  re- 
straint, but  from  an  accident  attending  its  progress,  and  giving  origin  to 
anomalous  symptoms  which,  while  they  were  referred  to  the  systemic  de- 
rangement, doubtless  belonged  exclusively  to  the  complication.  The 
history  is  as  follows  : — 

My  father  was  called  early  in  February  last  to  attend  upon  the  patient 
— a  little  Irish  child  2  years  old — who,  by  the  account  of  the  mother, 
had  been  suffering  for  six  weeks  previously  from  an  exhausting  diarrhoea. 
On  the  day  before  the  attendance,  the  child  had  ejected  from  the  sto- 
mach a  large  worm,  of  the  ordinary  species  (  As.  Lumbricus),  which  led 
to  the  suspicion  of  the  true  nature  of  the  case  ;  whereas,  before,  they 
had  attributed  the  watery  discharges  to  a  precocious  appetite  and  undue 
indulgence.  The  usual  appearances  of  invermination  were  present,  viz., 
distended  abdomen,  irritative  fever,  cough,  Sic,  together  with  the  ex- 
treme debility  referable  to  the  long-continued  purging.  Upon  inquiry 
respecting  the  cough,  which  seemed  in  no  wise  to  differ  from  that  com- 
monly present  in  such  cases,  the  mother  rem.arked  incidentally,  that, 
about  two  weeks  since,  the  child,  whilst  playing  with  other  children — 
having  at  the  time  several  grains  of  corn  in  its  mouth^ — ran  backward 
against  a  bed  standing  in  the  room,  and  struck  the  back  of  its  head 
against  the  post.  The  corn  was  doubtless  thrown  into  the  glottis  by  the 
shock,  and  of  necessity  swallowed,  excepting  one  or  more  kernels,  which, 
passing  into  the  larynx,  induced  a  violent  paroxysm  of  cough,  by  which 
one  was  finally  dislodged,  and  the  spasmodic  efforts  ceased.    No  irrita- 
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tion  followed,  and  the  coast  was  supposed  to  be  clear,  until,  at  the 
expiration  of  a  week,  a  short,  dry  hack  occurred,  simulating  so  nearly 
the  worm  cough,  that  the  physician  who  saw  the  patient  a  few  days 
later,  did  not  give  to  the  circumstance  a  bearing  in  his  diagnosis.  He 
therefore  ordered,  as  a  deobstruent,  calomel  in  moderate  doses,  at  inter- 
vals of  three  hours  until  catharsis  was  effected.  The  bowels  were 
moved  several  times  during  the  night,  but  no  worms  appeared.  In  the 
morning,  directed  infusion  spigelia  to  be  given  through  the  day,  and  fol- 
lowed at  night  by  ol.  ricini,  which  brought  away  thirty-one  worms,  of  a 
large  size,  and  the  patient  was  dismissed. 

About  ten  days  subsequently,  while  visiting  another  patient  in  the 
family,  I  was  requested  to  prescribe  for  the  child's  cough,  which  still 
continued  without  abatement,  occurring,  however,  mostly  at  intervals, 
usually  after  quiet  sleep,  attended  with  picking  at  the  chin  and  throat. 
As  the  purging  and  other  concordant  signs  of  intestinal  irritation  were 
still  present  in  a  degree,  I  repeated  the  exhibition  of  the  pink,  but  with 
no  success.  At  this  stage  of  the  coni|)laint,  so  great  was  tlie  debility 
that  1  deemed  it  necessary  to  resort  to  active  stimulation  to  support  the 
system,  and  directed  a  weak  sling  to  be  given  as  occasion  demanded  ; 
tine,  opii  at  night,  the  cold  douche  in  the  morning,  and  the  child  to  be 
carried  out  a  considerable  distance  every  day.  Under  this  treatment, 
continued  for  several  days,  the  little  remaining  strength  of  the  system  was 
maintained,  but  there  was  no  improvement  otherwise.  Little  or  no  food 
was  taken.    The  blandest  fluids  were  rejected,  and  the  cough  persisted. 

I  had  been  made  aware  of  the  lodgement  of  the  corn  and  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  it,  but  reasoned,  that  there  could  be  none  remain- 
ing, as  no  sign  of  irritation  at  its  presence  was  set  up  until  at  least  six 
or  seven  ..days  had  elapsed.  Yet  I  was  not  quite  free  from  doubt  re- 
specting the  exemption  of  the  larynx  from  some  source  of  irritation, 
more  especially  as  I  could  not  account  for  the  persistence  of  nearly  the 
same  diagnostic  marks  as  had  before  indicated  the  existence  of  worms. 

The  perplexing  cause  at  length  made  itself  apparent.  Just  four 
weeks  from  the  occurrence  of  the  accident,  the  mother  was  waked  at 
night  by  the  spasmodic  efforts  of  the  child  to  breathe.  Extending  it 
over  the  bed  in  a  horizontal  posture,  after  several  attempts  at  respira- 
tion it  vomited  a  quantity  of  bloody,  semi-purulent  matter,  and,  by  the 
last  effort,  a  grain  of  corn,  swollen  and  soft  from  its  long  retention,  hav- 
ing lain  in  durance  twenty-eight  days,  either  in  the  posterior  nares,  or 
thrown,  by  the  expulsive  efforts,  into  one  of  the  ventricles  of  the  larynx, 
whence  it  could  only  find  egress  by  the  process  of  ulceration.  I  am  in- 
clined to  the  latter  supposition,  as  the  breathing  of  the  child  when 
sleeping*  was,  for  the  most  part,  free,  and  through  the  nose  as  usual  ; 
which  I  apprehend  could  scarcely  have  been  the  case  with  a  foreign 
body  of  that  magnitude  in  the  nares. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  my  patient  recovered  slowly  from  the  ex- 
treme debility  resulting  from  the  associate  action  of  accident  and  disease, 
after  the  unexpected  crisis  ;  with  no  interruj)tion,  save  the  formation  of 
an  abscess,  probably  among  the  compressed  tissues  which  surrounded  the 
expanding  kernel.  I  remain  very  truly  yours. 

New  Haven,  Vt.,  Ajpril  2Sd,  \Sd\,  H.  W.  Smith,  M.D. 
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EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Diseases  in  the  Holy  Land  and  Syria. — A  series  of  examinations  have 
been  made  at  Jerusalem,  at  Nablous  (the  ancient  Shechem),  in  Samaria, 
at  Damascus,  and  some  other  localities,  into  the  history  and  character  of 
leprosy.  The  malady  is  precisely  the  same,  wherever  it  occurs — and  a 
description  of  it  as  seen  at  any  one  place,  illustrates  its  appearance  every 
where  in  the  orient.  Two  kinds  of  leprosy  are  recognized  in  Syria — 
viz.,  the  white,  as  it  is  popularly  called,  and  the  ulcerated.  The  first  is 
the  leprosy  of  the  Mosaic  times,  having  white,  dry,  crusty,  scaly  patches, 
that  appear  on  various  parts  of  the  body,  and  which,  in  protracted  cases, 
spread  extensively.  We  see  as  many  illustrations  of  this  form  of  it  in 
some  parts  of  the  United  States^,  as  here.  I  have  seen  no  very  severe  cases 
in  Palestine.  The  other  kind,  known  under  the  name  of  Jdham — a  hard 
way  of  spelling,  but  pronounced  Jaimm  by  Arabic  physicians — is  divided 
into  three  varieties,  each  of  which  is  horrible  in  its  mildest  aspect,  and  no 
hope  whatever  is  entertained  of  a  recovery,  either  by  the  sufferer  or  any 
one  else.  In  one  of  the  varieties,  the  fingers  begin  to  fester  about  the  nails 
or  joints  when  the  patient  is  about  twenty  years  of  age,  which  rarely  heal 
over,  but  furrows  extend  along  the  line  of  lymphatics,  and  a  joint  becomes 
pufTy  and  spongy,  and  matter  of  a  greenish  yellow  color  oozes  out  on 
pressure ;  the  apophyses  of  the  bones  enlarge,  and  by  and  by  the  joint 
unlocks,  and  off  drops  a  finger,  a  thumb,  or  two  or  three  on  each  hand,  or 
a  toe  or  two  from  the  feet.  The  exposed  extremity  is  a  raw,  bloody  stump, 
which  never  heals  over  so  but  that  it  shows  the  existence  of  matter  under 
the  skin.  Gradually,  creeping  onward  and  upward,  the  hand,  for  example, 
drops  off  at  the  wrist ;  and  so  on,  inch  by  inch,  both  hands  and  feet  are  lost 
in  process  of  time.  I  have  seen  a  stump  at  the  ankle,  caused  in  this  way ; 
and  some  lose  the  leg  at  the  knee.  No  loss  of  blood  follows,  nature  be- 
ing careful  to  secure  the  arteries,  gradually,  with  reference  to  the  amputa- 
tion she  intends  to  effect.  Thus  the  poor  wretches  live,  but  die  piecemeal, 
w^andering  about,  making  a  capital  out  of  their  misfortunes  to  gain  their 
bread,  begging  being  their  vocation.  A  second  form  shows  itself  in  irregu- 
lar, warty  excrescences  over  the  whole  face,  hands,  arms,  feet  and  legs, 
which  keep  gradually  enlarging,  and  ulcerating  at  points,  when  the  same 
offensive,  greenish  matter,  as  in  the  other  kind,  lies  in  cellular  sacs,  which 
enlarge  like  cups  to  retain  it.  It  is  extremely  disgusting,  and  in  advanced 
stages  it  requires  considerable  fortitude  to  look  a  patient  over  thoroughly. 
I  saw  two  cases  in  Damascus,  both  women  in  advanced  life.  A  third  form 
seems  to  attack  the  bones  of  the  nose,  like  syphilis,  and  sweeps  away  the 
whole  bony  structure,  carries  off  the  teeth,  diminishes  the  bones  of  the 
face  either  by  absorption,  or  softens  them  so  much  that  the  muscles  press 
them  into  sm.aller  compass,  as  the  faces  of  such  persons  were  distorted,  and 
certainly  made  smaller.  At  the  same  time  the  legs  become  elephantic. 
An  ankle  or  one  foot  is  immensely  swollen,  and  permanently  maintained 
in  that  condition.  Marked  cases  of  this  sort  I  also  saw  at  Damascus,  and, 
through  a  missionary  who  spoke  Arabic  with  fluency,  they  were  questioned 
minutely  in  respect  to  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  their  own  ages, 
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&c.  &;c.  In  all  of  them,  the  voice  is  nearly  lost  in  the  advanced  stages. 
The  beard  in  men  comes  out,  so  that  not  a  remnant  of  a  once  bushy,  heavy 
beard  and  whiskers,  the  pride  and  ornament  of  a  man  in  Asia,  is  to  be  de- 
tected. 

In  Jerusalem,  just  within  the  eastern  gate,  near  Mount  Zion,  there  is  a. 
row  of  hovels,  near  the  wall,  exclusively  occupied  by  this  description  of 
lepers.  They  have  a  small  property  belonging  to  the  community,  kept  in 
trust  by  the  Turkish  government,  the  income  of  which,  together  with  the 
regular  business  of  begging,  enables  them  to  keep  from  starvation.  I  made 
a  special  visit  to  their  quarter,  but  only  one  person  happened  to  be  at  home, 
a  hale,  stout  vagabond  of  a  fellow,  who  had  not  a  single  symptom  of 
leprosy  about  him,  that  I  could  delect,  yet  he  identified  himself  as  one  of 
the  brotherhood  because  he  was  looking  forward  to  the  day  when  he  should 
be  crippled  and  maimed  like  his  neighbors. 

In  Damascus,  there  are  two  establishments  for  the  reception  of  lepers  ; 
about  the  only  institutions  recognized  by  the  Turkish  government;  one  of 
which,  outside  the  wall,  is  made  up  of  a  cluster  of  old  buildings,  to  which 
some  fertile  gardens  belong,  the  rent  of  which  is  taken  to  support  the  in- 
mates. The  other,  within  the  city,  is  constituted  of  several  houses,  with 
yard  room  between  them,  into  which  Greeks,  Arabs  and  Turks  are  ad- 
mitted indiscriminately.  No  funds  are  set  apart  for  them,  but  contributions 
from  the  mosques,  Greek  chapels,  and  charily,  spontaneous  and  forced — 
for  the  patients  are  importunate  beggars — keep  them  fed  and  clothed  after 
the  fashion  of  the  country.  Not  a  single  Jew  in  either  of  those  lazar 
houses  could  be  found  ;  and  I  think  there  was  not  a  Jew  sufTerer  at  Nablous, 
the  old  strong  hold  and  holy  residence  of  the  Samaritans,  whose  opposition 
temple  stood  on  Mount  Gerizim — a  mighty  mountain  indeed,  at  which  I 
gazed  with  uncommon  emotions.  It  seems  that  the  white  scaly  leprosy 
belongs  more  especially  to  the  descendants  of  Abraham,  but  is  by  no  means 
very  formidable  or  very  common.  The  other,  the  concentration  of  horri- 
bles, is  peculiar  to  the  Mussulmen — who  are  essentially  Turks  and  Arabs, 
with  a  slight  sprinkling  of  Greeks.  The  question  was  put  to  the  mission- 
ary who  accompanied  me — to  my  dragoman,  who  is  a  native,  an  Arab, 
and  perfectly  familiar  with  the  customs,  habits,  views  and  thoughts  of  his 
countrymen — and,  lastly,  I  consulted  the  distinguished  Hakeem  Mishakah, 
the  first  and  leading  Arab  practitioner  of  medicine  in  Damascus — a  man  of 
fine  powers,  who  is  fast  raising  himself  above  the  whims  and  prejudices  of 
the  people,  ah  excellent  mathematician,  and  an  oracle  of  learning  in  the 
estimation  of  the  best  and  most  intelligent  classes  in  Damascus — as  to  the 
origin  of  this  frightful  and  incurable  disease.  They  all  concurred  in  say- 
ing the  opinion  was  universal,  that  if  a  woman  conceived  in  this  climate 
during  any  period  of  the  menstrual  flux,  the  child — should  it  live  to  about 
twenty  years  of  age  after  birth — would  positively  have  some  one  of  the 
three  forms  of  Jdham  ;  and  no  arguments  could  be  adduced  to  shake  that 
belief.  It  is  also  represented  as  a  fact,  that  a  woman  having  it,  never  be- 
comes pregnant  after  the  development  of  the  leprosy;  nor  can  a  male  who 
has  it  become  the  father  of  children.  My  new  medical  friend,  Hakeem 
Mishakah,  said  that  he  had  known  one  single  departure  from  what  had 
been  considered  a  physiological  law  in  regard  to  the  non-productive  quali- 
fications of  the  lepers,  where  a  young  man  and  woman,  who  both  had  the 
incipient  forms  of  Jdham,  were  married,  and  who  now  have  a  pretty  little 
daughter,  four  years  of  age,  who  has  not  yet  shown  any  signs  of  inheriting 
it.  He  has  once  known  the  disease  to  show  itself  in  a  young  woman  at 
the  early  age  of  fifteen. 
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Most  of  the  lepers  in  Damascus,  whom  I  saw  and  examined,  came  from 
villages  in  the  mountains  of  anti-Lebanon.  They  there  consider  it  emi- 
nently contagious,  and  actually  drive  the  victims  off  to  the  home  prepared 
for  them  in  the  city,  the  moment  its  indications  are  discoverable.  On  the 
contrary,  the  citizens  of  Damascus  and  Jerusalem  entertain  no  fear  of  it 
whatever.  They  are  satisfied  there  is  but  one  way  of  generating-  it,  and 
therefore  the  poor  creatures  are  permitted  to  wander  about  at  pleasure. 
These  hold  out  large  wooden  measures  to  receive  contributions,  as  though 
they  were  fearful  of  communicating  it  by  touch,  or  else  respected  the  in- 
stinctive dread  of  strano^ers,  to  whom  they  address  themselves  in  piteous 
tones  of  supplication.  This  is  all  I  have  been  able  to  collect  on  the  subject 
of  leprosy,  and,  for  the  present,  it  must  be  laid  by  for  other  topics. 

Smallpox  sweeps  its  way  through  the  Mahommedan  population  in  Syria 
without  much  interruption.  The  faces  of  the  Turks  are  badly  scarred, 
and  the  loss  of  an  eye  is  not  uncommon  from  its  severity.  Vaccination  is 
perfectly  well  understood, and  its  protective  influence  freely  acknowledged, 
but  the  true  believers  are  disposed  to  take  whatever  comes,  whether  life  or 
death ;  and  whatever  turns  up,  their  expressions  are  always  the  same, — 
"God  is  great,  and  Mahommed  is  his  prophet."  Hakeem  Mishakah  says 
that  the  thinking  Mussulmen  in  Damascus  avail  themselves  of  vaccination 
for  their  children,  but  keep  within  the  requirements  of  the  Koran,  by  ob- 
taining a  dispensation,  or  rather  permission,  from  the  mosque,  to  have  it 
performed. 

As  Damascus  is  splendidly  watered  by  rivers,  which  rush  down  from 
the  mountains,  and  wend  their  way  through  the  city,  I  was  curious  to 
ascertain  whether  goitre  was  a  frequent  disease,  every  streamlet  being 
charged  with  melted  snow  from  Mount  Hermon  and  other  elevations  ;  which 
species  of  water,  in  the  brooks  and  lakes  of  Switzerland,  is  charged  wn'th 
the  vice  of  goitring  the  throats  of  the  thousands  who  are  incurably  affected. 
One  woman,  only,  I  passed  in  the  street  in  Damascus,  with  a  thyroidal  en- 
largement, and  that  not  very  great.  The  population  is  computed  at  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand — most  of  whom  are  continually  running  about 
the  bazars,  to  and  fro,  and  if  the  disease  were  quite  common,  in  the  multi- 
tudes constantly  passing,  I  should  have  detected  it.  The  people  are  dressed 
so  queerly,  or  not  dressed  at  all,  as  we  should  define  clothing,  that  you 
cannot  avoid  staring  at  them.  Their  physical  defects,  if  they  happen  to 
have  any,  are  therefore  readily  detected.  Hence  I  conclude  goitre  is  not 
generated  by  snow  water  in  Syria.  More  observations  are  intended,  and 
inquiries  will  be  extended  to  the  native  physicians  and  missionaries,  the 
results  of  which  will  not  be  lost  sight  of  on  my  return  home. 

Intermittent  fevers  are  general,  and  are  especially  violent  and  protracted 
in  the  gorges  of  the  mountains,  and  about  the  plains  of  Esdraelon,  Jericho, 
and  some  other  localities  of  historical  interest.  Typhus  is  here  also,  but 
little  is  said  about  it.  Ophthalmia  may  be  traced  from  Dan  to  Beersheba, 
invariably  having  its  origin,  according  to  my  observation,  as  in  Egypt,  in 
negligence,  and  the  incrustations  of  perpetually  accumulating  filth.  The 
further  I  have  proceeded  north  from  the  Nile,  the  cases  diminish  more 
rapidly ;  but  where  there  are  Arabs,  diseases  of  the  eye  and  the  optic  ap- 
paratus will  certainly  be  found.  Before  going  to  prayers — a  pretty  fre- 
quent rite,  several  times  a  day — especially  in  cities,  they  squat  on  the 
margin  of  the  water  tank  which  is  placed  in  the  court  of  every  mosque,  and 
ingeniously  wash  their  mouths,  cheeks,  the  tips  of  their  ears,  and  perhaps 
the  forehead,  but  avoid  their  eyes  as  though  water  would  burn  them. 
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But  of  this,  my  experience  will  furnish  all  that  my  medical  friends  will 
wnsh  to  read  hereafter.  Syphilis  abounds  all  throui^h  Syria,  but  is  thought 
to  be  less  severe  than  in  Europe.  As  for  morals,  there  is  a  great  show 
without  substance.  Dr.  Paulding,  of  Damascus,  an  excellent  physician 
from  the  United  States,  in  the  missionary  service,  and  Dr.  Deforest,  equally 
competent  and  conversant  with  the  diseases  and  their  treatment,  who  re- 
sides at  Beyroot,  will  hereafter  contribute  their  knowledge  in  a  form  to 
throw  all  the  light  that  could  be  desired  on  this  subject,  and  consequently 
I  have  only  stated  in  general  terms  the  results  of  my  personal  observations. 


Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Siirgery. — The  first  number  of  a 
new  Medical  .Journal,  with  the  above  title,  has  been  received  from  the  pub- 
lisher, J.  T.  S.  Fall,  Nashville,  Tennessee.  It  contains  64  octavo  pages, 
and  is  to  be  issued  bi-monthly,  at  two  dollars  a  year,  W.  K.  Bowling,  M.D., 
editor.  It  is  established  under  the  auspices  of  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the 
University  of  Nashville,  who  are  fully  determined  to  make  it  a  perma?ient 
journal.  From  the  appearance  of  the  first  number,  which  contains  many 
ably  written  articles,  we  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  the  medium  of  imparting 
much  useful  and  interesting  information  to  the  members  of  the  profession 
in  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Under  the  guidance  of  its  ac- 
complished editor,  and  with  such  assistance  as  he  will  receive  from  his  col- 
leagues of  the  university,  we  think  it  cannot  fail  on  account  of  mismanage- 
ment, and  we  trust  that  the  profession  will  fully  appreciate  the  undertaking. 
We  wish  the  editor  all  success  in  the  enterprise,  and  shall  welcome  him 
among  the  corps  editorial,  and  his  journal  in  the  list  of  our  exchanges. 


The  present  Tendency  of  Tni-esf.i,s^aiio?i  i7i  Medicine. — "An  Address  de- 
livered before  the  Suffolk  District  Medical  Society,  at  its  second  Anniver- 
sary Meeting,  March  28,  18.51.  By  Samuel  Parkman,  M.D.,  M.M.S.S., 
&c."  A  brief  notice  of  this  excellent  address  appeared  in  our  Journal 
soon  after  its  delivery,  with  a  promise,  when  it  was  published,  to  lay  por- 
tions of  it  before  our  readers.  This  it  now  affords  us  much  pleasure  to 
do,  though  we  have  room  for  only  one  brief  quotation  the  present  week. 
In  speaking  of  the  imperfections  which  exist  in  m.edicine  as  a  science,  the 
learned  doctor  says  : — 

"  Medicine  has  been  reproached  because,  in  the  presence  of  that  scourge, 
the  cholera,  which  has,  with  mysterious  and  deadly  step,  passed  over 
nearly  the  whole  world,  it  has  remained  inefficient  and  powerless  as  regards 
the  discovery  of  its  real  cause  and  nature;  not  even  having  pointed  out 
a  sign  by  which  its  approach  might  be  foreseen,  even  if  it  were  ordained 
that  we  must  succumb  to  its  devastation,  as  to  a  decree  of  fate.  The 
charge  is  trwe  ;  but  let  only  those  who  are  free  in  this  respect,  cast  the 
reproach.  Has  any  naturalist  ever  approximated  to  the  cause  or  nature  of 
the  disease,  which  in  like  manner  has  spread  over  a  large  portion  of  the 
world,  depriving  a  nation  of  its  subsistence  ?  And  yet,  which  of  the  two 
has  the  most  advantages  and  facilities  for  arriving  at  discovery,  the  one 
compelled  to  judge  of  the  hidden  processes  of  disease  by  obscure  signs, 
or  only  able  to  examine  its  effects  after  its  ravages  have  been  completed  ; 
or  the  other,  who  has  merely  to  walk  into  a  potato  field  and  make  living 
autopsies  of  his  diseased  patients  ?  A  mysterious  influence  has  traversed 
the  land,  and  a  class  of  forest  trees,  which  had  for  years  with  each  returning 
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spring  spread  their  leaves  for  grateful  shade,  now  raise  their  bare  branches 
— a  deformity  and  a  barrenness  in  the  midst  of  the  beauty  and  plenteous- 
ness  of  summer.  Has  diX\y  one  shown  the  causes  of  this  ?  Has  any  one 
advanced  even  a  tenable  theory,  or  made  so  much  as  a  probable  supposition  ?" 


Professor  Allen's  Introductory. — "  Introductory  Address,  delivered  to  the 
Medical  Class  of  Transylvania  University,  at  the  opening  of  the  summer 
course  of  lectures,  March  17,  1851,  by  John  R.  Allen,  M,D.,  Prof,  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Therapeutics."  This  address  is  mainly  devoted  to  de- 
fining "the  true  position  which  practical  medicine  should  occupy  before  the 
public."  It  is  a  theme  appropriately  chosen,  and  should  have  been  listened 
to  by  the  public.  We  conceive  it  to  be  good  policy  for  medical  men  to  have 
platforms as  well  as  politicians  ;  and  if  the  principles  which  they  pro- 
mulgate are  sound,  discriminating  communities  will  approve  and  adopt 
them. 


Fenner's  Southern  Medical  Reports. — A  circular  has  been  received  from 
Messrs.  D.  Davies,  Son  &  Co.,  of  New  Orleans,  announcing  the  under- 
taking of  publishing  Dr.  Fenner's  elaborate  reports  on  the  Medical  Topo- 
graphy, Meteorology  and  prevalent  Diseases  of  Louisiana,  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissippi,Georgia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  Florida,  Arkansas,  Tennessee 
and  Texas.  When  the  first  volume  of  Dr.  Fenner's  reports  was  received, 
we  made  particular  mention  of  its  value,  and  of  the  appreciation  in  which 
it  should  be  held  by  the  profession  in  the  districts  embraced.  Our  opinion 
is  unchanged,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  the  publishers'  appeal  to  those 
who  should  be  interested  in  such  matters,  may  be  cheerfully  responded  to. 
We  regret  that  Dr.  Fenner  should  not  have  been  remunerated  for  the  time 
spent  and  heavy  expenses  incurred  in  producing  his  first  volume,  and  with 
his  second  one  we  trust  that  he  will  iDe  more  successful.  The  first  was 
filled  with  matter  interesting  to  the  profession  in  every  part  of  the  country; 
and  we  have  no  doubt  the  second  will  be  also. 


■  Prize  Essay  on  the  Pernicious  Influences  of  Nostrums. — We  are  inform- 
ed that  Dr.  John  G.  Sewall,  a  graduate  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Col- 
lege, has  received  the  prize  offered  last  year  by  the  New  York  State  Medical 
Society,  for  the  best  Essay  upon  "  The  Pernicious  Influences  of  Nostrums 
and  Quack  Remedies  on  the  Health  and  Morals  of  the  Community."  The 
Essay  will  be  published  in  the  Transactions  of  this  year. — Neiu  York 
Ti'ibune. 


To  CoRRESpoNDKNTS. — The  article  sig-ned  "Quackery,"  in  answer  to  "  Medicus  "  of  last 
week,  is  inadmissible.  We  are  willing  lo  allow  some  scope  to  the  expression  of  opinions  at  vari- 
ance with  our  own,  as  our  pages  to-day  bear  witness  ;  but  the  defence  of  every  system  of  medical 
error  and  delusion  would  be  incompatible  with  the  object  to  which  the  Journal  is  devoted,  and  can- 
not be  allowed  in  it. 


Dpafhs  in  Bostoyi — for  the  week  endin;^  Saturday  noon,  April  26,  G5. — Males,  24 — females,  41. 
Apoplexy,  2 — disease  of  !)ovvels,  2 — inflammation  of  bowels,  1 — consumption,  13 — convulsions,  2 
— croup,  2 — dei)ility,  3 — diarrhoea,  2 — dropsy  of  the  brain,  2 — exhaustion,  2 — typhus  fever,  4 — ty- 
phoid fever,  2 — scarlet  fever,  1  — lung  fever,  4 — hooping  cough,  1 — disease  of  heart,  1 — infantile, 
4 — inflammation  of  lungs,  1 — liver  disease,  1 — marasmus,  2— measles,  1 — neuralgia,  1 — old  age, 
1 — peritonitis,  1 — puerperal,  1— pleurisy,  3 — smallpox,  4 — teething,  1. 

Under  5  years,  25 — between  5  and  20  years.  6 — between  20  and  40  years,  19 — between  40  and 
60  vears,  8 — over  60  years,  7.    Americans,  27  ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  38. 

The  above  includes  11  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 
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The  New  Hospital  Surgeon. — We  learn  that  Dr.  H.  G.  Clark,  the  newly- 
appointed  Surgeon  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  performed  his 
first  capital  operation  in  the  Hospital  on  Saturday  of  last  week. 


Trial  for  Manslaughter. — Dr.  T.  H.  Smith,  who  was  indicted  in  this 
city  sometime  since  for  administering  medicine  in  large  doses  to  two  chil- 
dren, which  was  the  alleged  cause  of  their  death,  w^as  put  upon  trial  before 
the  Municipal  Court  last  week.  The  indictment  contained  two  separate 
counts.  On  the  first,  the  jury  could  not  agree;  and  on  the  second,  they 
acquitted  him.  The  accused  is  still  under  bonds,  to  answer  at  the  next 
term  of  the  Court  on  the  first  count  of  the  indictment. 


Sick  Headache  cured  by  full  Inspirations.  By  M.  Tavignot. — "  It  was 
in  the  following  manner  that  I  discovered  the  efficacy  of  this  new  and  ap- 
parently strange  method  for  the  cure  of  this  affection.  In  October  last, 
I  was  attacked  with  pain  and  weight  in  the  head,  anorexia,  a  physical  and 
moral  prostration,  &c.  Experience  taught  me  that  I  had  to  remain  in  this 
state  for  twenty-four  hours.  I  concluded  that  this  peculiar  state  of  the 
nervous  centres  might  depend  upon  a  stagnation  of  blood  in  the  venous  si- 
nuses of  the  dura  mater,  as  M.  Au'zias  Turenne  supposes,  or  upon  an  im- 
perfect aeration  of  this  fluid.  I  immediately  commenced  respiring  freely 
and  fully  during  several  minutes.  I  perceived  a  sensible  relief,  which  in- 
duced me  to  continue,  and  in  a  short  time  I  was  cured.  I  got  up  and  un- 
dertook my  usual  occupations,  as  I  felt  but  a  slight  pain  in  my  temples, 
which  vanished  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  This  result  was  doubly  agreeable 
to  me,  as  it  furnished  me  with  a  new  and  practical  remedy.  In  ten  per- 
sons, upon  whom  it  has  been  tried,  one-half  have  found  instantaneous  re- 
lief, and  in  the  others  there  has  been  an  amelioration,  or  a  complete  fail- 
ure."—  Southern  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

The  Sale  of  Arsenic. — Yesterday  Lord  Carlisle's  bill  to  regulate  the  sale 
of  arsenic,  now  in  the  House  of  Lords,  was  printed.  It  declares  that  the 
unrestricted  sale  of  arsenic  facilitates  the  commission  of  crime.  The  bill 
provides,  that  on  every  sale  particulars  of  the  sale  shall  be  entered  by  the 
seller  in  a  book  before  the  delivery  of  the  arsenic,  and  every  such  entry  is 
to  be  signed  by  the  person  selling  the  same.  Any  person  selling  arsenic, 
save  as  authorized  by  this  bill,  and  every  person  giving  false  information 
to  obtain  arsenic,  are  to  be  summarily  convicted  before  magistrates,  and  to 
be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  £20.  The  bill  is  not  to  prevent  the 
sale  of  arsenic  in  medicine,  under  a  medical  prescription.  A  recent  case 
caused  the  introduction  of  the  bill. — London  Lancet. 


Einergence  of  Needles  from  the  Surface  of  the  Body. — A  Bath  paper, 
of  recent  date,  informs  us  that  within  the  last  three  months  the  waitress  at 
the  Cross  Keys  inn,  Orange-grove,  in  that  city,  has,  from  time  to  time, 
complained  of  pains  and  aches  in  different  parts  of  her  person;  and  within 
the  last  month,  not  fewer  than  thirty-two  needles  have  been  extracted  from 
her  knees.  She  has  not  the  slightest  recollection  of  having  at  any  lime 
swallowed  any  needles,  and  her  usual  occupation  has  prevented  her  from 
making  much  use  of  those  implements.  The  needles  first  m.ake  their  ap- 
pearance beneath  the  skin;  a  small  pustule  forms,  and  the  needle  is  then 
extracted  from  the  orifice. — lb. 
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PRISON  DISCIPLINE. 

A  Paper  read  before  the  Medical  Society  of  London  by  Dr.  Forbes  Winslow,  March  22, 1851 

Dr.  W.  commenced  by  observing,  that  the  great  problems  of  crime  and 
prison  disciphne  were  occupying  much  public  and  legislative  attention. 
They  were  themes  which  kings,  eminent  statesmen,  renowned  philan- 
thropists, and  great  philosophers — men  whose  names  shed  an  unfading 
lustre  on  the  epoch  in  which  they  flourished,  have  not  thought  unworthy 
of  their  study  and  speculation.  He  (Dr.  Winslow)  thought  these  sub- 
jects had  a  special  and  peculiar  claim  upon  the  members  of  a  liberal 
and  enlightened  profession.  As  citizens  of  the  State,  the  members  of 
their  profession,  in  common  with  every  other  thinking  and  educated  sec- 
tion of  the  community,  were  much  interested  in  the  political,  social  and 
moral  condition  of  the  people.  But,  apart  altogether  from  their  position 
as  citizens,  from  their  education,  habits  of  thought,  and  specialty  of  in- 
struction— as  philosophers,  trained  by  education  to  a  course  of  rigid  in- 
duction and  patient  reflection — as  metaphysicians,  conversant  with  the 
healthy  and  morbid  phenomena  of  the  human  mind — as  physiologists, 
fully  competent  to  appreciate  the  condition  of  man,  not  merely  as  a  ma- 
terial organization,  but  a  complex  organism,  combining  in  mysterious 
union  matter  and  spirit,  and  adapted  for  high  and  noble  purposes  :  were 
they  not,  he  asked,  better  fitted  than  any  other  class,  to  grapple  with  the 
abstruse  points  involved  in  a  successful  elucidation  of  the  question  under 
discussion  ?  They  were  to  consider  man  in  his  social  character,  sur- 
rounded by  good  and  evil  influences,  urging  him  on  in  a  career  either 
of  virtue  or  vice  ;  they  had .  to  view  their  fellow-creatures,  not  only  in 
their  physical  aspect,  but  in  their  mental  and  moral  relationship  to  so- 
ciety ;  to  trace  the  first  impulses  to  crime,  the  first  yearnings  towards 
vice ;  to  well  weigh  the  effect  of  certain  organizations,  certain  physical 
and  moral  agents,  upon  the  mind,  in  originating,  sustaining  and  directing 
criminal  and  vicious  inclinations ;  and  subsequently,  it  was  their  duty 
to  estimate  the  amount  of  human  suffering  compatible  with  the  due  main- 
tenance of  the  mental  and  physical  health.  Were  they  not  (Dr.  Wins- 
low  asked)  entitled  to  be  consulted  in  matters  so  grave  and  important  ? 
The  medical  profession  should  show  to  the  executive  of  this  country  a 
willingness  and  competency  to  enter  the  arena  and  to  discuss  with  the 
statesman  and  political  economist  the  subject  of  prison  discipline.  Crime 
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is  said  truly  to  have  its  primary  root  in  the  natural  corruption  of  the  hu- 
man heart,  and  without  divine  agency  vain,  indeed,  would  be  all  human 
efforts  to  eradicate  the  first  great  cause  of  evil.  It  was,  however,  within  the 
scope  of  human  power  to  remove  temptation  to  crime,  to  discourage  its 
commission  by  judicious  punishment,  to  attack  its  sources  and  bulwarks, 
and  by  reformative  discipline  and  religious  instruction  to  open  a  road  to 
those  higher  and  holier  influences  which  can  alone  change  the  heart, 
and  assure  the  permanence  of  morality.  On  the  point  of  statistics  it 
was  difficult  to  give  any  accurate  information.  The  extent  of  the  moral 
disease  could  not  be  estimated.  Its  magnitude  defied  all  the  efforts  of  the 
statician.  It  was  generally  maintained  that  only  a  fractional  portion  of 
the  offences  committed  were  brought  to  justice,  and  that  a  large  amount 
of  concealed  and  unpunished  offences  eluded  the  hands  of  justice.  Af- 
ter dwelling  upon  this  point,  Dr.  VVinslow  observed,  that,  taking  the  last 
ten  years,  the  following  was  the  number  of  "  committals  "  and  "  summary 
convictions  : — committals,  306,900  ;  summary  convictions,  597,600. 
To  show  the  amount  of  depraving,  demoralizing,  criminal,  and  vicious 
influences  at  work  in  the  metropolis  alone,  Dr.  Winslow  observed  that 
the  subjoined  statement  had  been  drawn  up  from  oflicial  documents,  by 
persons  whose  veracity  could  be  relied  upon  : — children  trained  to  crimCy 
16,000  ;  receivers  of  stolen  goods,  5000  ;  gamblers  by  profession,  15,000  ; 
beggars,  25,000  ;  thieves,  &ic.,  50,000  ;  drunkards,  30,000  ;  habitual  gin- 
drinkers,  180,000  ;  persons  subsisting  on  profligacy,  150,000.  To  give 
some  idea  of  the  importance  of  the  subject.  Dr.  Winslow  stated  that  Mr^ 
Neison,  the  actuary,  had  calculated,  supposing  the  ratio  of  crime  as  it  exist- 
ed in  1843  to  extend  over  the  period,  that  in  1883,  1,473,840  males  above 
12  years  (being  about  one  fourth  of  the  male  population  at  that  age), 
will  have  been  in  prison  at  some  time  during  the  forty  years.  Dr. 
Winslow  then  entered  into  a  history  of  the  legislation  on  the  subject  of 
prison  reform,  commencing  from  1775  to  1840,  when  the  model  prison 
at  Pentonville  was  built,  and  1848,  when  the  Portland  prison  was  erect- 
ed. He  thought  that,  as  rate-payers,  they  ought  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  cost  per  cell  of  some  of  the  recently-built  goals.  Millbank  cost 
half  a  million  sterling — Pentonville  cost  £85,000 — Pentonville  prison 
cost  £162  per  cell ;  Chelmsford,  £300  ;  Reading,  £200  ;  Birmingham, 
£120;  Leeds,  £132;  Aylesbury,  £153  ;  Winchester,  £156;  Wake- 
field, £125;  York  Castle,  £1200.  There  were  four  different  systems 
of  prison  discipline.  1 .  Old  associated  system.  2.  Mixed  or  classified  sys- 
tem. 3.  Separate  system.  4.  Silent  system.  Before  entering  upon  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  old  associated  system.  Dr.  Winslow  referred  to  the  law  which 
was  supposed  to  regulate  the  intercourse  of  individuals — viz.,  that  when 
persons  whose  prominent  actions  have  been  developed  by  the  same  vital 
impulse  are  brought  into  union,  the  vital  element  of  their  respective  ac- 
tions will  be  increased  in  intensity  by  their  intercourse.  Under  the  asso- 
ciated system  of  treatment,  the  prisons  were  dens  of  corruption,  iniquity 
and  vice ;  schools  of  crime,  instead  of  "  hospitals  for  moral  diseases." 
Every  system  of  debauchery,  roguery,  and  refined  vice  was  practised. 
After  entering  at  length  into  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  illustrating  it 
by  examples,  Dr.  Winslow  observed,  that  if  the  law  had  a  right  to  punish^ 
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the  state  had  no  right  to  corrupt.  Where  unrestricted,  unreserved  asso- 
ciation prevailed  among  prisoners,  such  corruption  took  place,  not  as  an 
accidental  occurrence,  but  as  a  positive,  direct  and  necessary  result. 
The  associated  system  was  said  to  be  most  appallingly  destructive  to  the 
morals  of  the  juvenile  criminals.  To  meet  this  great  evil  a  system  of 
classification  was  adopted,  but  without  success.  Dr.  Winslow  entered 
at  length  into  a  history  of  the  amelioration  of  the  criminal  code,  and  said 
unceasing  efforts  had  been  made  to  adapt  the  criminal  code  to  the  spirit 
of  the  age,  by  infusing  into  penal  legislation  benevolent  and  enlightened 
views  of  crime  and  prison  discipline.  All  undue  severity  was  declared 
to  be  in  opposition  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitutional  law.  After  citing 
Bracton,  Blackstone,  Beccaria  and  Buxton  on  this  point,  Dr.  Winslow 
repudiated  the  idea  of  treating  crime  and  criminals  with  undue  leniency. 
The  law  should  be  merciful  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  the  prisoner. 
The  penal  code  should  guarantee  two  things  :  the  almost  certain  detec- 
tion of  crime,  and  the  absolute  and  speedy  certainty  of  its  punishment. 
Punishment  must  be  reformatory  as  well  as  penal.  Mere  naked  correc- 
tion hardens  the  heart,  and  does  nothing  to  lessen  the  amount  of  crime, 
except  by  exciting  a  feeling  of  terror.  The  great  object  of  penal  legis- 
lation and  punishment  was  the  prevention  of  crime.  Directly  punish- 
ment ceased  to  be  preventive  and  reformatory,  it  became  vindictive  and 
unjust.  A  class  of  prisoners  was  referred  to  who  were  hopelessly  in- 
corrigible and  irreclaimable — their  moral  sense  was  utterly  perverted  and 
stultified — they  constituted  cases  of  moral  aufssthesia.  Such  men  ex- 
hibited only  the  animal  instincts,  recognized  no  distinction  between  right 
and  wrong — mcum  and  tuum.  No  amount  of  punishment,  no  degree 
of  kindness,  could  make  any  impression  on  their  heads  or  hearts.  Dr. 
W.  gave  some  account  of  the  introduction  of  the  separate,  solitary,  and 
silent  systems  in  \merica,  and  afterwards  in  this  country,  France,  Bel- 
gium, Prussia,  he.  ;  and,  after  referring  to  the  subject  of  prison  dis- 
cipline generally,  gave,  as  the  result  of  the  most  careful  examination 
of  official  parliamentary  returns,  the  following  important  facts  in  refer- 
ence to  the  influence  of  prisons  on  mortality,  and  the  general  and  specific 
generation  of  disease. 

Prison  Mortality. — The  known  registered  prison  mortality  is  about 
19  in  1000  cases.  A  number  of  prisoners  are  yearly  discharged,  said 
to  be  under  the  influence  of  "  incurable  diseases,"  and  calculating  one 
third  of  these  cases  to  die,  the  prison  mortality  will  be  at  the  rate  of 
23  4-5  per  1000. 

General  Mortality. — In  the  metropolis  the  annual  mortality,  between 
the  ages  of  15  and  17,  is  15  3-10  per  1000.  The  mortality  varies  in 
different  prisons.  At  Springfield,  the  mortahty  is  14  3-10  per  1000; 
whilst  at  Reading,  it  is  estimated  at  41  per  1000  cases.  Taking  the 
two  principal  prisons,  the  mortality  is  as  follows — Pentonville,  13J  per 
1000;  Millbank,  18J  do. 

Specific  Mortality. — It  has  been  computed  that  in  the  metropolis  the 
mortality  is — consumption,  4  3-10  per  1000  ;  scrofulous  diseases,  3-100 
do.  In  prisons — consumption,  18^  per  1000  ;  scrofulous  diseases,  2  3-10 
do.    During  the  first  thousand  admissions  into  Pentonville  prison,  II 
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died  of  consumption,  and  14  prisoners  were  pardoned  on  that  ground, 
which  would  make  the  ratio  2^  per  cent.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  at  Pentonville  the  prison ei^s  are  picked  and  selected,  and  that  none 
are  admitted  to  its  walls  who  are  not  in  the  best  mental  and  bodily 
health.  If  they  are  not  in  a  condition  to  undergo  the  kind  of  treatment 
to  which  they  are  exposed,  they  are  rejected  by  the  medical  officers. 
We  now  proceed  to  the  subject  of  insanity. 

In  August,  1844,*  the  number  of  pauper  lunatics  and  idiots  in  Eng- 
land was  ascertained  to  be  ; — Males,  7870  ;  females,  9485  :  total,  17,355. 
Of  these,  390  (220  females,  170  males),  or  2.25  per  cent.,  were  under 
16  years  of  age,  leaving  7770  males,  9265  females,  above  16  years  of 
age.  Now,  the  estimated  population  of  England  at  that  time  (July  1, 
1844)  was— males,  8,097,000;  females,  8,478,000:  total,  16,575,000; 
showing  that,  out  of  the  entire  male  population,  0.98  in  1000  were  in- 
sane or  idiotic,  and  1.1  out  of  the  female  population.  But  as  insanity 
rarely  commences  before  the  epoch  of  puberty  (16  years  of  age),  we 
must  inquire  how  many  males  and  females  in  the  population  after  that 
age  are  insane.  Now,  the  proportion  of  males  at  16  years  and  over, 
being  43.6  per  cent,  of  male  }>opulation,  it  appears  that  the  male  popu- 
lation of  England  in  August,  J  844,  at  16  years  and  above,  was 
3,530,300.  In  August,  1844,  it  was  ascertained  that  there  were  7770 
male  pauper  lunatics  and  idiots  at  16  y^ars  and  over,  and  the  estimated 
male  population  at  and  above  16  years  at  that  date  was  3,530,000 ;  it 
follows  that  out  of  the  entire  male  population  at  and  above  16  years, 
2.2  of  the  laboring  population  are  insane  or  idiots.  To  render  this 
calculation  more  precise,  it  is  desirable  to  ascertain  how  many  are  con- 
genital idiots,  and  how  many  are  demented  and  insane.  The  return 
(of  1844),  which  forms  the  basis  of  our  calculation,  makes  the  number 
of  idiots  larger  than  that  of  lunatics — male  lunatics,  3902  ;  male  idiots, 
3970  :  total,  7872,  But  this  proportion  appears  to  us  so  improbable, 
that  as  we  have  not  at  hand  any  means  of  rectifying  it,  we  prefer 
leaving  it  as  it  is,  and  count  the  lunatics  and  idiots  together.  It  is  seen 
that  we  have  calculated  the  proportion  of  male  pauper  lunatics  and  idiots, 
at  16  years  and  over,  to  the  entire  male  population  at  that  age;  but  it 
would  be  more  precise  to  calculate  the  number  from  the  class  which 
furnishes  it.  Now,  the  class  which  peoples  our  asylums,  hospitals  and 
workhouses,  with  what  are  termed  pauper  (that  is,  poor)  lunatics,  is  the 
working  class,  that  class  which  depends  for  its  daily  subsistence  on  its 
daily  labor,  and  which  has  no  other  resource  in  sickness  and  adversity 
than  public  charity.  What  proportion,  then,  does  the  male  worJcing 
population  bear  to  the  entire  male  population  ?  The  classification  of 
employments  in  the  census  of  1841  enables  us  to  answer  this  question 
satisfactorily,  and  shows  that  "  the  proportion  of  males  not  employed 
either  in  manual  labor  or  some  other  species  of  active  occupation,  was  106 
in  1000,  or  10.6  per  cent."  (Porter,  p.  65.)  On  subtracting  this  num- 
ber (10.6  per  cent.)  from  3,530,300  (3,530,300—374,211)  we  have 
(in  round  numbers)  3,156,000  as  the  adult  male  working  population  in 
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1844.  The  number  of  adult  pauper  lunatics  and  idiots  in  England  in 
1844  being  7770  and  the  number  of  adult  working  men  3,156,000,  it 
follows  (as  3,156,000:  7770::  1000:  2.46)  that  2.46  (say  2^)  of 
adult  working  men  in  1000  are  insane,  or  idiots.  The  cases  of  men- 
tal disorder  in  the  Pentonville  prison,  between  January  1,  1843,  and 
June  30,  1850,  were  42  out  of  3050  prisoners,  being  13.7  per  1000^ 
or  5.6  (5  3-5)  greater  than  average  ;  at  which  rate  (were  it  general)  we 
should  have,  in  1851,  near  upon  50.000  male  pauper  lunatics  in  Eng- 
land alone  I  It  must  be  remembered  that  Pentonville  excludes  idiots 
and  men  known  to  have  been  insane,  being  picked  men  in  the  prime 
of  life  (20  to  40).  Jn  Portland  prison  the  number  of  cases  of  insanity 
has  been  five  in  1450  prisoners,  or  3.46  (say  3J)  per  1000,  being  one 
per  1000  above  the  average.  In  Mill  bank — 34  in  18,520  adults,  or  1.8 
(1  4-5)  per  1000  ;  nine  in  2024  juveniles,  or  4.4  (4  2-5)  per  1000. 
Among  the  troops  on  home  service,  the  cases  of  insanity  are  stated  by 
Dr.  Balfour  to  be  0.73  (|)  per  1000  men.  Dr.  Winslow  left  it  to 
those  who  advocated  the  separate,  silent  or  solitary  system  of  prison  dis- 
cipline, and  who  maintained  that  they  were  innocuous  in  their  effects, 
both  on  the  mind  and  the  body,  to  explain  the  preceding  rather  startling 
and  incontrovertible  facts.  He  readily  admitted  that  a  large  volume 
of  evidence  existed  in  favor  of  the  separate  system  of  treatment.  Men 
of  great  ability,  of  undoubted  veracity,  and  considerable  experience,  had 
investigated  this  question,  and  had  reported  strongly  in  its  favor.  They 
argued,  that,  under  proper  regulation,  it  did  not  deteriorate  the  general 
health,  or  generate  specific  diseases.  But  Dr.  Winslow  observed,  that 
the  statistical  facts  upon  which  the  preceding  calculation  had  been  made 
v.'ere  opposed  to  the  general  evidence  adduced.  There  was  undoubt- 
edly more  than  one  class  of  prisoners  whom  we  might  a  priori  suppose 
would  be  seriously  influenced  by  the  separate  or  cellular  system  of  dis- 
cipline. There  were  many  prisoners  whose  health  of  body  and  mind 
would,  almost  as  a  matter  of  course,  succumb  under  the  terrible  ordeal  to 
which  they  were  exposed.  Again,  many  criminals  entered  the  prison 
walls  strongly  predisposed  to  affections  of  the  mind,  being  the  children 
of  criminals — the  oftspring  of  parents  who  have  had  crime,  insanity 
and  idiocy  in  their  families  for  many  generations.  Upon  another  class, 
the  rigid  prison  discipline,  the  regularity  of  life,  the  absence  fi'om  excite- 
ment, the  good  food,  the  constant  employment,  and  religious  instruction, 
would  have  a  tendency  to  calm,  soothe  and  tranquihize  the  mind,  and 
thus  avert  insanity.  Although  he  (Dr.  Winslow)  was  of  opinion  that 
the  separate  system  was  better  than  any  other  plan  that  had  been  sug- 
gested or  carried  into  operation,  he  nevertheless  considered  that  it  re- 
quired most  careful  and  vigilant  watching.  He  thought  that  some  modi- 
fication might  be  introduced  which  would  obviate  the  mischief  both  to 
the  mind  and  body  which  the  separate  mode  of  prison  discipline  was 
supposed,  and  with  good  reason,  to  give  origin  to. 

[The  discussion,  by  the  members  of  the  Society,  which  followed  the 
reading  of  Dr.  Wjnslow's  paper,  and  which  is  reported  in  full  in  the 
London  Lancet,  whence  the  above  is  taken,  is  necessarily  deferred  to 
another  number  of  the  Journal.] 
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[Communicated  for  the  Bosteh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.— Continued  from  pag;e  158.] 

"So  far,  then,  as  homoeopathy  may  merely  serve  to  displace  a  positive  and 
greater  evil-,  the  nostrum  madness,  by  the  substitution  of  the  lesser  and 
■negative  evil  of  Haknemannic  hallucination,  we  might  consistently  wish 
it  success.  We  go  farther  in  our  admissions,  and  avow  our  preference 
■of  its  ministrations,  to  the  prescriptions  of  the  ignorant,  reckless  or  dis- 
honest allopathist.  But  these  admissions  are  founded  on  the  assump- 
tion that  homoeopathic  agencies  are  a  jjositive  nullity.  The  question, 
therefore,  Tecui"s,  by  what  method  shall  the  people  arrive  at  a  safe  con- 
clusion, in  settling  the  claims  of  the  two  opposing  systems  ;  or,  rather, 
in  choosing  between  them  ?  It  is  obvious  that  the  masses  can  never  be- 
come adepts  in  medical  science.  They  can  neither  appropriate  the 
time,  nor  command  the  facilities,  indispensable  for  such  an  end.  Does 
it  follow  of  necessity,  therefore,  that  intelligence,  discrimination,  and 
judgment,  are  to  have  no  agency  in  the  selection  of  a  medical  adviser? 
We  wish,  for  instance,  to  construct  an  edifice  that  shall  combine  the 
greatest  durability  and  strength  and  extent,  with  the  smallest  amount  of 
material.  Must  we  be  masters  of  all  science  that  relates  to  the  pro- 
perties of  matter,  before  we  can  safely  choose  our  architect  ?  The 
same  rules  which  are  appropriate  for  the  investigation  of  questions  of 
fact,  and  which  are  applied  with  success  in  courts  of  law,  and  by  people 
of  common  intelligence,  in  the  general  economy  of  life,  are  equally 
available  as  guides,  in  the  selection  of  our  physician,  or  our  architect. 
In  the  department  of  mechanics,  innumerable  instances  are  furnished 
of  the  plausibility  of  theories,  and  of  the  facilities  by  which  seeming 
facts  and  proofs  are  produced  in  abundance,  of  their  truths  ;  and  yet 
these  theories  have  finally  exploded,  with  all  the  fancied  glory,  or  fan- 
cied riches,  of  their  projectors  1  So,  too,  in  the  department  of  medicine, 
restless  minds  have  ever  been  busy  with  schemes,  rather  than  with  na- 
ture ;  and  anxious  rather  to  bend  facts  to  hypothesis,  than  to  follow  the 
rugged  path  of  truth,  and  build  hypothesis  on  the  basis  of  facts.  The 
intelligent  reader  of  the  history  of  medicine  cannot  fail  to  perceive  that 
an  essential  or  valuable  principle,  claiming,  and  long  maintaining,  as- 
cendancy, either  in  therapeutics  or  pathology,  has  seldom  if  ever  been 
thrown  off  at  once,  like  a  scintillation  from  the  projector's  mind  ;  but 
has  been  a  legitimate  and  slow,  though  sure  growth  and  development, 
from  well-observed,  collated,  and  established  facts. 

The  character,  circumstances,  and  probable  and  even  possible  motives 
of  the  projector  of  a  theory,  though  not  of  necessity  proving  or  dis- 
proving its  truth,  should  nevertheless  modify  the  trust  with  which  we 
admit  its  claims.  John  Brown,  unquestionably  a  man  of  genius,  and 
author  of  "  Elements  of  Medicine,"  advanced  and  advocated  a  theory, 
comprising,  no  doubt,  some  "  elements  "  of  truth  ;  and  which  he  pro- 
bably believed  himself.  His  system  of  medicine  has  long  since  been 
generally  abandoned  by  its  disciples  and  advocates,  as  untenable — and 
yet,  for  a  series  of  years,  it  numbered  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the 
profession,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  as  its  adherents.    Brown  was 
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notoriously  a  disappointed  and  bitter  man  ;  and  wrote  his  book  in  sheer 
revenge  for  fancied  injury  and  neglect.  No  claim  is  here  made  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  personal  history  of  Hahnemann  ;  but  there  is  an  under- 
current of  bitterness  and  hostility,  not  merely  against  the  principles  of 
medicine,  but  against  the  profession  itself,  running  through  the  pages  of 
his  great  work,  his  vaunted  "  Organon,"  which  forcibly  reminds  us  of 
Brown,  and  which  strongly  indicates  that  he,  too,  had  the  "  root "  in  his 
heart. 

In  relation  to  the  motive  which  might  have  prompted  Hahnemann  to 
promulgate  the  doctrine  of  infinitesimalism  in  therapeutics ;  if  we  may 
be  allowed  also  to  "  theorize,"  we  might  suggest,  and  almost  believe  a 
hypothesis,  which  might  redound  no  less  to  Hahnemann's  honor,  than 
even  the  final  triumph  of  "  similia  similibus  curantur.^^  Whether  traces 
of  his  opinions  of  the  agency  of  that  restorative  principle,  inherent  in 
the  animal  economy,  and  called  "  vis  medicatrix  naturae,"  are  to  be 
found  in  his  book,  we  need  not  stop  to  ascertain.  It  is  unimportant  to 
our  proposed  "  theory."  But  on  the  assumption  that  he  regarded  this 
medicative  principle  of  nature  as  comprising  all  the  agency  that  can  be 
brought  to  bear  effectively  against  disease,  has  he  not  chosen  a  method 
well  adapted  to  advance  his  purpose  ;  effectually  to  teach,  to  illustrate, 
and  to  enforce  his  doctrine  ?  Let  us,  also,  assume  that  benevolence  was 
the  prompting  principle  which  guided  him  in  his  policy,  and  it  would 
not  be  easy  to  disprove  the  wisdom  of  the  plan,  by  which  the  practical 
efficiency  of  a  true  principle  is  secured  to  an  unwilling  world,  through 
the  medium  of  a  false  theory.  From  the  days  of  Naaman  the  Syrian, 
to  the  times  of  Dr.  Pusey,  the  world  has  been  disposed  to  measure  its 
confidence  in  means,  by  the  amount  of  imposing  circumstances  which 
accompany  them  ;  and  whether  they  are  comprised  in  the  murderous 
apparatus  which  is  to  excoriate  and  flay  the  patient  within  an  inch  of 
his  life,  or  in  the  vauntings  of  infinitesimal  elaboration,  they  all  serve 
to  commend  the  leech  to  the  heart  and  to  the  confidence  of  the  patient. 
The  unobtrusive  efficacy  of  a  principle,  by  the  wisdom  and  mercy  of 
God  made  innate  and  inherent  with  our  physical  nature,  is  not  the 
great  thing  "  they  look  for.  If  this  was  Hahnemann's  view  of  the 
matter,  he  may  have  done  wisely  and  beneficently  in  resorting  to  infini- 
tesimalism, with  the  added  placebo  of  "  similia  similibus  curantur,^'  as 
the  surest  method  by  which  to  restore  to  the  world  the  neglected  and  de- 
spised therapeutic  agencies  comprised  in  the  unerring  medicative  power 
of  nature  itself. 

But  though  we  award  much  to  the  restorative  power  of  nature,  for 
its  own  occasions,  we  are  not  among  the  number  who  believe  her  always 
competent  for  her  own  necessities.  She  may  be  unerring,  but  not  unfail- 
ing. We  still  adhere  to  the  great  system  of  principles,  claiming  to  be 
truth,  which,  though  still  alloyed  with  much  remaining  error  and  ob- 
scurity, no  less,  perhaps,  than  other  departments  of  science,  has  never- 
theless been  gradually  and  surely  developed,  through  a  long  succession 
of  centuries  ;  and  by  the  labors  of  men  of  minds  the  most  gifted,  of  the 
highest  attainments  in  all  science,  and  of  acknowledged  practical  wis- 
dom and  benevolence.    Shall  all  this  be  abandoned  at  once,  for  opinions 
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that  originated  but  yesterday,  and  certainly  can  yet  claim  but  small  ac- 
cessions from  the  ranks  of  thinking  or  scientific  men  ;  opinions  involving 
principles  totally  at  variance  with,  and  utterly  subversive  of  all  the  con- 
clusions of  a  philosophy  which  homoeopathy  itself  cannot,  and  dare  not, 
gainsay  ;  and  which  lead  to  an  opposite  conclusion,  in  all  analogous  de- 
partments of  science  ?  What  are  the  characteristics  of  the  class  of  men 
who  are  distinguished  as  its  advocates  ?  May  they  not  fairly  claim  fel- 
lowship with  those  who  have  gained  unenviable  notoriety  by  theorizing 
on  .perpetual  motion,  communism,  the  perfectibility  of  man,  and  the 
thousand-and-one  hallucinations  that,  of  necessity,  are  exhaling  in  rapid 
succession,  from  the  common  mass  of  active  mind,  in  its  transition  state 
from  comparative  ignorance  to  knowledge  ;  to  a  just  appreciation  of  the 
great  truths,  constituting  natural  law  ?  These  truths  or  pnnciples  must 
harmonize ;  and  the  insuperable  objection  to  the  doctrines  of  Hahne- 
mann, is,  their  utter  disagreement  widi  these  principles. 

Happily  for  themselves,  no  less  than  for  the  profession,  although  the 
masses  will  never  become  adepts  in  abstruse  science,  nor  deep  in  the 
questions  involved  in  the  philosophy  of  medicine  ;  nevertheless,  they 
furnish  instances,  in  abundance,  of  natural  shrewdness,  of  unlettered 
good  sense,  before  which  pedantic  nonsense  melts  at  once  into  its  ele- 
mental moonshine. 

While  we  affect  no  respect  for  the  absurdity  and  fallacy  of  homoeo- 
pathy, we  would  do  justice  to  the  worth  and  intelligence  of  many  who 
have  become  its  converts,  either  as  dispensers  or  patients.  Towards 
these  we  would  gladly  extend  all  personal  courtesy.  But  with  perverse 
ignorance,  or  shallow  conceit,  the  prowling  jackals  of  homoeopathy,  of 
with  the  shrewd  rascal  who  makes  merchandize  of  it,  we  ask  no  terms 
but  those  of  mutual  abhorrence.  Pro  re  nata. 


[We  give  place  to  the  following  Report  by  particular  request  of  the 
committee  who  drew  it  up — who  claim,  and  not  without  reason,  that  as 
this  Journal  was  the  medium  of  publishing  the  report  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society  in  regard  to  its  homoeopathic  members,  so  it  should 
also  contain  the  reply  from  those  members,  most  of  whom  are  constant 
readers  of  the  Journal. — Ed.] 

REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  HOMCEOPA- 
THIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  nnd  Snrgical  Journal.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society, 
held  April  '25th,  1851,  the  following  report  was  received,  adopted,  and 
ordered  to  published.]  Hiram  L.  Chase,  Sec'y. 

The  very  unusual  course  adopted  by  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society,  in  giving  such  premature  publicity  to  the  report 
of  their  Committee,  with  the  resolutions  prepared  for  the  future  action 
of  the  Society,  indicates  a  determination  on  their  part  to  avail  them- 
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selves  of  a  long-sought  oppormnity,  of  publicly  denouncing  its  homoeo- 
pathic members.  The  proceeding  seems  to  us  to  be  an  attempt,  under  a 
specious  show  of  argument,  to  coerce  the  medical  profession  by  restraints, 
which  are  entirely  at  variance  with  a  truly  scientific  spirit  of  inquiry, 
and  with  the  true  purpose  and  objects  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society.  Professing  to  devote  themselves  to  the  cause  of  truth  by  the 
investigation  of  facts,  they  endeavor  to  limit  the  range  of  those  facts  to 
their  own  sphere  of  vision  ;  and  by  the  agency  and  influence  of  their 
association  to  bring  into  disrepute  all  who  are  disposed  to  take  a  more 
extended  and  liberal  view  of  the  resources  of  nature  in  the  cure  of  disease, 
and  to  affix  the  stigma  of  quackery  on  such  as  may  dare  to  reject  the 
stereotyped  dogmas  of  the  schools. 

The  evidence  of  this  is  found  in  the  garbled  statement  of  Dr.  Colby's 
reason  for  asking  a  dismission  ;  which  was  not  so  much  the  change  in 
his  medical  opinions,  as  the  refusal  of  professional  intercourse,  and  gene- 
ral discourteous  deportment  of  the  members  of  the  Society  in  his  vi- 
cinity on  account  of  that  change.  The  case  constitutes  an  individual 
grievance,  and  furnishes  in  itself  no  satisfactory  reason  for  contriving  a 
summary  mode  of  disposing  of  all  similar  cases  by  a  standing  rule,  the 
operation  of  which  would  declare  a  constructive  falsehood,  viz.,  that 
Fellows  coming  under  this  rule  were  never  members  of  the  Society,  or  had 
been  expelled  from  it  for  some  act  of  fraud  or  contumacy  ;  and  would 
thus  impose  the  penalty  of  indiscriminate  disgrace  upon  a  large  and  re- 
spectable portion  of  its  Fellows,  should  similar  unkind  treatment  com- 
pel them  to  request  a  dismissal. 

We  discover  no  reason  why  "  the  period  has  arrived  when  the  So- 
ciety should  decide  and  make  known  what  position  it  intends  to  take  in 
relation  to  homoeopathic  practitioners,"  except  the  fact  that  the  num- 
ber of  such  practitioners  is  steadily  increasing,  as  well  from  the  ranks 
of  that  Society,  as  from  the  classes  successively  graduating  from  the  allo- 
pathic and  homoeopathic  schools  of  medicine  ;  and  that  the  homoeo- 
pathic theory  has  indisputably  attained  to  a  rapidly  increasing  success, 
notwithstanding  the  present  period  is  an  inauspicious  one  for  the  suc- 
cess of  any  medical  theory,  that  does  not  rest  on  a  substantial  basis  "  ; 
and  that  one  of  the  Committee  nine  years  since  vouchsafed  his  oracular 
prediction  of  its  then  speedy  downfall.  Hence  the  necessity  of  an  effort 
to  arrest  the  progress  of  its  benign  and  transcendant  truths  by  the  whole 
conservative  force  of  the  Society,  not  in  the  form  of  arguments  appeal- 
ing to  the  convictions,  but  of  anathemas  and  resolves  addressed  to  the 
moral  courage  of  its  adherents. 

We  grant  the  position  of  the  Committee,  and  rejoice  with  them  that 
"  at  no  time  in  the  history  of  the  world  has  the  science  of  medicine 
been  cultivated  on  principles  so  philosophic,  as  at  the  present  "  ;  and  we 
concede  to  them  with  pleasure,  that  all  the  true  votaries  of  our  profes- 
sion are  earnestly  seeking  for  truth  alone  ;  accumulating  facts  by  patient 
and  toilsome  observations  of  disease  and  its  effects,  and  drawing  con- 
clusions from  them  by  the  cautious  process  of  inductive  reasoning." 
Now  we  claim  to  be  fellow-workers  with  them  in  this  laudable  cause, 
superadding,  however,  to  those  labors  a  "  patient  and  toilsome  observa- 
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ton  "  of  the  minute  and  recondite  effects  of  remedies  on  the  healthy, 
as  well  as  the  invalid,  subject  ;  afield  of  observation,  which  has  been  hith- 
erto deplorably  neglected  by  our  allopathic  brethren,  but  into  which  ho- 
moeopathic science  has  poured  a  flood  of  light,  whose  influence  any 
careful  reader  may  trace  in  almost  every  allopathic  production  of  the  day. 

Allopathy  already  indebted  to  homcEopathy,  though  in  its  infancy, 
not  only  for  much  valuable  knowledge  of  new  properties  and  uses,  as 
well  as  mischievous  effects  of  old  remedies,  and  a  more  accurate  mode 
of  investigating  them  ;  but  for  the  introduction  of  many  new  and  well- 
proved  articles  to  enrich  their  materia  medicas.  The  Committee  say,  "  If 
we  have  not  yet  gained  more  control  of  disease  than  our  predecessors 
had,  we  better  understand  the  power  of  remedies  ;  we  know  more  than 
was  formerly  known,  when  it  is  best  to  withhold  them  altogether,  rely- 
ing on  th3  powers  of  nature,  and  when  they  can  be  used  advantageously 
in  aid  of  those  powers."  And  again,  "  It  would,  perhaps,  be  doing 
injustice  to  homoeopathy  if  it  was  not  admitted,  that  the  promulgation 
of  its  doctrines  had.  at  least  indirectly,  been  of  some  service  to  the 
cause  of  medical  science.  It  iiiay  have  taught  us  to  place  more  confi- 
de ice  in  the  curative  powers  of  nature,  and  less  in  medicinal  agents, 
in  the  management  of  disease,  than  we  have  hitherto  done."  Thus  the 
"  indirect  service,"  which  they  grudgingly  acknowledge  to  have  de- 
rived from  homoeopathy,  constitutes  just  all  the  improvement  they  pro- 
fess to  have  accomplished  in  medical  science. 

The  Committee  felicitate  themselves  that  in  their  school,  which  one 
of  their  writers  has  termed  the  "  beautiful  system,"  "  all  theories  have 
been  abandoned,"  and  they  have  been  employed  in  "  drawing  conclu- 
sions from  facts  by  the  cautious  process  of  inductive  reasoning."  Yet 
thus  far  they  do  not  claim  to  have  deduced  any  fixed  principle  of  ac- 
tion, or  "  gained  more  control  of  disease  "  ;  and  according  to  their  own 
showing  the  beautiful  system  reduces  itself  to  a  mere  chaos  of  discordant 
elements.  They  are  scandalized,  however,  that  Hahnemann  by  the  same 
process  of  induction  should  have  deduced  from  well-observed  and  well- 
supported  facts  a  simple  yet  comprehensive  theory,  proofs  of  which  his 
followers  are  still  constantly  deducing  from  similar  incontestible  facts 
accumulating  in  their  daily  experience. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  would  express  to  our  allopathic  brethren  our 
conviction,  that  the  cause  of  their  failure  in  eliciting  any  grand  law  of 
remedial  action,  from  their  (we  doubt  not)  most  earnest  and  sincere 
search  after  truth,  is,  that  all  theories  have  not  been  completely  aban- 
doned, nor  old  prcijud ices  ^Aorowg*A/y  subverted  ;  that  betw^een  the  linger- 
ing claims  of  Stahl,  Boerhaave  and  Hoffman,  of  Cullen  and  Brown — be- 
tween the  humoral,  chemical  and  mechanical  pathologies,  solidism,  anim- 
ism, dynamism  and  vitalism,  their  minds  are  still  fettered  by  a  heteroge- 
neous eclecticism,  embracing  many  of  the  errors  of  all  the  old  schools, 
with  the  consistency  of  none.  And  before  induction  can  have  full  scope 
for  its  exercise,  before  facts  can  be  fairly  appreciated,  these  musty  relics 
of  by-gone  doctrines  must  be  swept  away,  the  old  pride  of  science  must 
be  humbled,  and  the  conservative  spirit  brought  to  contemplate  well- 
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untested  facts,  even  though  not  strictly  accordant  with  antiquated  prin- 
ciples of  medical  philosophy  and  practice. 

It  was  upon  these  terms,  only,  that  homoeopathy  was  vouchsafed  to 
the  highly-gifted  mind  of  Hahnemann,  and  has  been  thus  far  transmitted 
to  his  followers.  The  apparent  absurdity  of  the  system  weighed  with 
us,  we  venture  to  say,  as  strongly,  at  first,  as  it  now  does  with  its  oppo- 
nents. There  is  nothing  attractive  in  its  first  announcement  to  the 
mind.  And  had  not  Hahnemann,  like  his  followers  at  the  present  day, 
been  driven  by  the  unsatisfactory  results  and  the  dangers  of  allopathic 
medication  to  seek  for  some  new  and  safe  principle  of  practice,  and  to 
seek  it  from  facts,  homoeopathy,  the  only  medical  system  which  has  ever 
resulted  from  inductive  reasoning,  would  not  now  have  dispensed  its  glo- 
rious light  upon  the  world. 

It  is  only  by  the  rejection  of  this  true  spirit  of  induction,  that  our  allo- 
pathic brethren  are  still  groping  amid  the  ruins  of  the  old  theories  and 
doctrines,  which  they  profess  to  have  abandoned,  and  find  no  resting 
place.  It  is  in  the  old  spirit  of  pride  and  conservatism,  that,  entrenched 
behind  chartered  privileges  and  conventional  forms,  they  assail  with  gross 
misrepresentations  a  system,  of  which  it  is  but  charity  to  assume  that 
they  know  nothing  ;  and  that  hence  they  "  have  neither  time  nor  in- 
clination to  discuss  its  doctrines."  It  is  in  this  inflated  spirit  of  dicta- 
tion, that  they  presume  to  say  conclusively,  that  it  is  "  enough  for  them 
to  believe  it  untrue  and  unsafe."  It  was  in  this  spirit  that  one  of  their 
number,*  in  a  public  address,  had  the  effrontery  to  style  as  a  "  German 
charlatan  "  the  profoundly  learned  and  conscientious  Hahnemann,  whom 
the  "  great  and  good  Hufeland,"  though  always  an  allopathist,  delighted 
to  call  his  friend,  and  with  whom  through  life  he  maintained  a  constant 
correspondence. 

We  are  charged  by  the  Committee  with  declaring  the  "  commonly-re- 
ceived doctrines  "  of  allopathy  unsound,  and  its  practice  unsafe  ;  as  if 
such  a  declaration  were  chargeable  upon  us  only.  We  are  constrained 
here  to  inquire,  what  are  the  "  commonly-received  doctrines,"  to  which 
they  allude  ?  We  confess  we  know  of  no  other,  than  a  mass  of  uncon- 
nected, and  mischievous  dogmas,  and  think  they  might  find  it  difficult  to 
convince  any  one  of  their  own  members  of  the  soundness  of  every  such 
"  commonly-received  doctrine."  And  to  prove  their  practice  unsafe,  we 
have  only  to  quote,  and  that  abundantly,  from  their  own  authors,  among 
whom  it  is  an  axiom,  that  the  occasionally  fatal  effect  of  a  remedy  is  no 
valid  argument  against  its  employment. 

If  "  at  such  a  period  as  this  the  Committee  cannot  persuade  them- 
selves that  the  doctrines  of  hom(jeopathy  can  have  any  very  extensive  or 
permanent  influence,"  whence  the  necessity  for  their  labored  report, 
their  gratuitous  condemnation,  and  their  offensive  resolutions  ?  If  the 
^' commonly-received  doctrine  "  of  Rush,  with  the  almost  universal  ac- 
ceptance of  the  Society,  could  not  protract  its  influence  beyond  thirty 
years  ;  and  if  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  the  equally  popular  doc- 
trine of  Broussais,  similarly  sustained  by  the  Society,  could  not  survive 

*  See  Dr.  Reynolds's  annual  discourse,  May  26,  1841,  and  the  vote  of  thanks  of  the  Society 
for  his  learned,  interesting  ajid  candid  discourse." 
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half  of  that  period  ;  surely  the  Committee  need  not  fear  that  the  ho- 
moeopathic system,  upon  which  the  Society  frowns,  and  which  "  is  radi- 
cally wrong,  resting  rather  on  gratuitous  assertions,  than  well-founded 
facts,"  can  ever  subvert  the  "  beautiful  system."  It  is  true,  that  since 
its  birth  it  has  witnessed  successively  the  rise,  the  triumph  and  final  ex- 
tinction of  both  of  these  "  commonly-received  doctrines."  It  has  struggled 
onward  for  nearly  fifty  years,  against  professional  prejudice  and  pride, 
against  oppression  and  persecution,  against  invective  and  sarcasm,  against 
ridicule  and  contempt,  through  good  report  and  evil  report,  until  it  has 
its  numerous  advocates  in  every  civilized  land,  and  in  every  class  of  so- 
ciety. We  have  no  fears  for  its  success.  And  we  think  it  quite  possi- 
ble that  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  as  in  its  estimate  of  the 
doctrines  of  Rush  and  Broussais,  may  be  compelled,  at  no  very  distant 
day,  again  to  doubt  its  own  infallibility. 
It  is  therefore  resolved, 

1st.  That  the  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Medical 
Society  were  not  cognizant  of  Dr.  Colby's  intention  of  applying  for  a 
dismission  from  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  ;  and  though  they 
deem  it  perfectly  expedient  under  his  peculiar  circumstances,  and  sym- 
pathize with  him  in  his  position,  they  do  not  hold  themselves  responsi- 
ble for  his  individual  conclusions. 

2d.  That  we  protest  against  the  prospective  measure  of  stigmatizing 
all  such  homoeopathic  members,  as  may  hereafter  be  driven  by  insult  or 
persecution  to  seek  release  from  the  Society.  And  we  hereby  declare 
it  to  be  a  transcending  of  its  chartered  rights,  and  a  violation  of  all 
conventional  rules,  to  falsify  its  records  by  striking  from  the  list  of  its 
Fellows  the  names  of  members,  who  have  never  offended  against  its  laws. 

3d.  That  the  Legislature  of  1781,  when  incorporating  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society,  contemplated  the  establishment  of  a  "  medical 
institution  founded  on  liberal  principles  for  the  encouragement  and  pro- 
motion of  the  knowledge  of  the  animal  economy,  and  of  the  properties 
and  effects  of  medicines  "  ;  and  not  for  the  perpetuation  of  any  then 
^'  generally-received  doctrines,"  nor  the  suppression  of  any  new  and 
valuable  discoveries  for  the  alleviation  of  human  misery.  The  dynamic 
theory  of  Cullen  was  then  culminating  amid  the  fast-expiring  glories 
of  the  animism  of  Stahl,  the  eclecticism  of  Boerhaave,  and  the  rational- 
ism of  Hoffmann  ;  and  there  was  quite  as  good  ground  for  its  advocates 
to  denounce  the  followers  of  Brown,  who  soon  formed  no  contemptible 
body  in  the  Society,  as  there  now  is  for  the  contemplated  persecution 
of  the  disciples  of  Hahnemann. 

4th.  That  while  we  feel  a  high  regard  for  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society,  acknowledge  the  past  efficiency  of  its  labors  in  advancing  medi- 
cal science,  and  are  still  ready  to  devote  ourselves  to  its  honor  and  wel- 
fare, in  every  respect  consistent  with  our  experience  and  convictions, 
we  do  not  acknowledge  the  pretension  of  a  majority  of  its  members,  or 
any  other  clique,  to  dictate  to  us  any  particular  mode  of  investigating  the 
laws  of  the  human  system,  or  of  administering  to  its  diseases.  And  that 
while  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  our  duty  in  combating  disease  by  those 
agents,  which  we  have  found  to  be  the  most  efBcient,  and  conscien- 
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tiously  believe  to  be  the  most  safe  and  expeditious,  we  shall  not  be  de- 
terred by  the  threat  of  the  Society,  "  to  avoid  giving  us  its  sanction  in 
the  slightest  degree."  We  neither  ask  nor  need  its  sanction  to  the  doc- 
trines we  have  embraced  ;  but  we  do  ask,  and  of  right  claim,  the  cour- 
tesies due  to  honest  and  diligent  inquirers  after  the  truth,  and  suggest  to 
them  as  a  reciprocal  principle,  "  in  certis  wiitas,  in  dubiis  lihertas,  in  om- 
nibus char  it  as. 

5th.  That  the  proposed  measure  in  their  second  resolution  of  ignoring 
the  rank  and  merits  of  the  Western  College  of  Homoeopathic  Medicine  in 
Ohio,  and  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania,  is  un- 
worthy of  the  intelligence  and  self-respect  of  the  Committee.  The 
former  is  as  amply  provided  with  professors,  and  we  believe  of  as  great 
merit,  as  a  large  majority  of  the  allopathic  institutions  of  our  country  ; 
while  the  latter  certainly  exceeds  in  the  number,  and,  from  personal  ac- 
quaintance we  can  attest,  fully  equals  in  the  talents  and  attainments  of 
its  officers,  any  of  which  the  Union  can  boast.  Their  legal  foundations 
are  the  same,  their  courses  of  instruction  as  full,  and  their  educational  re- 
quirements for  a  degree  as  great,  as  those  in  any  allopathic  institution  ; 
and  superadded  to  these  is  the  laborious  attainment  of  the  principles  and 
practice  of  homoeopathy.  And  we  venture  to  predict,  that  the  pupils 
from  these  institutions  will  eventually  reflect  as  much  honor  upon,  as  they 
can  derive  from,  any  allopathic  school  which  may  acknowledge  their 
qualifications. 

6th.  That  we  have  scrupulously  abstained  from  entering  into  any 
controversy,  whereby  acrimonious  feelings  might  be  engendered  between 
us  and  our  allopathic  brethren  ;  not  because  we  feared  for  the  strength 
or  safety  of  our  cause,  but  because  it  is  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation  that 
truth  can  be  best  discerned,  and  facts  be  most  justly  appreciated.  That 
we  are  grieved  to  see  names,  which  we  have  been  accustomed  to  respect, 
appended  to  such  an  aggressive  document ;  but  we  do  feel  a  confidence, 
that  when  it  shall  be  presented  to  the  members  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,  their  sense  of  honor  and  justice  will  insure  its  prompt 
rejection.  Respectfully  submitted. 

Charles  Wild,  ^ 

David  Osgood,  >  Committee. 

Samuel  Gregg,  } 
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EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Palesti7ie. — Jerusalem  has  a  rocky  position  on  a  side  hill,  facing  the 
East,  which  allows  the  waste  water  to  drain  off  readily ;  but  it  is  wholly 
dependent  on  cisterns  of  rain  water  for  its  supply  of  this  element.  An 
aqueduct  enters  under  Mount  Zion,  carrying  a  copious  supply  to  the  mosque 
of  Omar,  which,  tradition  says,  is  the  identical  stream  that  was  intro- 
duced into  the  temple  of  Solomon,  which  occupied  the  very  same  site.  I 
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examined  the  pool  of  Siloam;  the  bed  of  the  brook  Cedron,  which  is  al- 
ways dry,  except  in  a  rain  storm  ;  and  the  vast  enclosures  called  the  Upper 
and  Lower  pools  of  Gihon — the  latter  of  which  was  filled,  for  the  first 
time  in  many  years,  while  I  was  there.  On  the  whole,  it  is  evident  that 
cleanliness,  in  ancient  as  well  as  in  modern  times,  could  be  maintained 
here,  and  that  the  eruptive  diseases  which  are  supposed  to  depend  mainly 
on  a  neglected  state  of  the  dermoid  texture,  were  not  remarkably  frequent 
in  former  times.  Jerusalem  is  rather  a  cleanly  place  for  an  Arab  town^ 
but  this  chiefly  is  due  to  its  side-hill  position.  The  streets  are  narrow, 
and  some  of  them  as  full  of  nuisances  as  certain  places  in  the  city  of 
Rome.  The  houses  are  rather  damp,  being  all  of  stone,  with  perfectly  flat 
roofs,  laid  on  arches,  or  the  apex  of  the  arch  rises  into  a  small  dome.  All 
the  apartments  are  consequently  small,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  keeping 
the  arches  within  a  diameter  of  not  much  over  twenty  feet,  lest  the  weight 
of  the  arch  should  press  out  the  walls  which  are  the  abutments  that  sus- 
tain the  fabric.  Poor  ventilation  is  every  where  noticeable.  In  the  rainy 
season  the  houses  are  cold  and  cheerless,  and  in  the  summer  not  much 
better,  on  account  of  the  want  of  circulation  of  air.  Although  a  small 
city  in  extent,  large  tracts  once  within  the  municipality  being  now  exclu- 
ded, its  population  is  not  equal  to  the  accommodations.  A  prodigious  con- 
course of  pilgrims,  of  every  tongue  and  nation,  from  the  extreme  northern 
borders  of  Russia,  to  the  heated  sands  of  Abyssinia,  are  perpetually  com- 
ing and  going,  which  gives  the  streets  the  air  of  life  and  considerable  bu- 
siness. But  the  most  profitable  employment  is  the  manufacture  of  rosa- 
ries from  olive  wood  grown  on  sacred  ground,  the  making  of  crosses,  and 
carving  mother  of  pearl  with  representations  of  the  crucifixion,  the  last 
supper,  the  transfiguration,  &;c.  Within  the  yard,  in  front  of  the  door  of 
the  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  Greeks,  Copts,  Armenians,  and  Roman 
Catholics,  besides  a  host  who  speculate  on  the  credulity  of  the  pious  visit- 
ers of  the  chapels  farther  on,  are  squatted  in  rows  on  the  pavement,  with 
piles  of  those  kinds  of  nick  nacks,  in  which  a  profitable  trade  is  driven. 
The  next  business  which  gives  employment  to  the  permanent  residents  of 
Jerusalem,  who  have  to  make  exertions  for  a  livelihood,  is  selling  provi- 
sions and  dry  goods.  Several  short  streets  are  occupied  as  bazars.  But  by 
far  the  largest  part  of  all  who  are  connected  with  religious  institutions,  are 
pensioners  on  the  bounty  of  people  in  other  countries.  On  the  whole,  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  chances  for  health  and  longevity  are 
as  Aivorable  here,  as  in  most  Arabian  settlements,  and  perhaps  more  so. 
Dr.  Barclay,  of  Virginia,  has  just  arrived,  with  a  view  of  practising  gra- 
tuitously among  the  poor.  Dr.  M'Gowan,  an  English  gentleman  connect- 
ed with  the  mission  to  the  Jews,  is  an  excellent  practitioner,  in  general 
esteem.  There  seems  to  be  no  surgery  worth  mentioning.  If  tumors  are 
to  be  excised,  perhaps  they  fall  to  the  province  of  the  barbers,  as  in  Da- 
mascus. There  they  cut  and  slash  away  apparently  at  a  fearful  rate,  but 
without  doing  much  harm.  If  a  limb  is  fractured,  why  it  gets  along  some- 
how, without  surgical  assistance  beyond  that  which  in  such  an  emergency 
would  suggest  itself  to  any  common  mind.  Where  there  are  no  operative 
surgeons,  there  is  no  surgery,  is  a  trite  remark — which  is  of  a  piece  with 
the  proverb,  that  "  lawyers  make  strife."  Of  these  matters,  however,  my 
friends,  Drs.  Spaulding  and  Deforest,  will  give  a  full  account,  I  trust. 

Morals  are  certainly  at  low-water  mark  in  every  country  where  Mahom- 
medanism  is  in  the  ascendant ;  consequently  in  Palestine  and  throughout 
Syria,  the  sins  most  abhorrent  and  abominable  are  as  common  as  the  in- 
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stincts  of  its  followers  are  depraved  and  beastly.  I  have  not  a  face  to  de- 
scribe all  the  facts  presented  to  me.  It  is  better  that  the  wickedness  of 
these  corrupt  people,  especially  the  Turks,  should  remain  unknown  to  all 
but  travellers.  No  hope  or  expectation  should  for  a  moment  be  indulged, 
that  they  are  to  be  reached  through  the  conscience  or  heart,  and  that  they 
are  yet  to  become  Christians.  I  wish  it  might  be  brought  about ;  but 
Christianity  offers  nothing  acceptable  to  the  depraved  conquerors  of  Syria. 
The  Canaanites  were  crushed  on  account  of  their  idolatries,  and  the  cities 
of  the  plain  destroyed  Ky  fire  from  heaven  for  the  very  abominations  now 
as  common  here  and  notorious  as  possible;  and  it  is  certain,  that  till  the 
present  inhabitants  are  rooted  out  of  the  land,  and  a  new  race  of  men  in- 
troduced in  their  stead,  the  gospel  will  only  be  precious  with  a  few,  who 
can  have  little  influence  in  changing  the  manners  and  customs  of  the 
whole. 

Although  the  stupendous  ruins  of  Baalbec  have  been  explored,  and,  in 
short,  all  worth  seeing,  in  Syria,  has  been  seen,  there  are  countries  beyond 
equally  attractive.  The  day  after  my  departure  from  Damascus,  a  cara- 
van of  eight  hundred  camels  was  to  start  for  Bagdad.  My  desire  to  im- 
prove an  opportunity  so  safe  for  going  into  Persia,  was  strong  indeed ;  but 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to  send  so  far  as  England,  where  my  funds 
are  lodged,  in  season  to  obtain  the  means  of  meeting  the  expense,  and 
consequently  the  idea  of  pressing  onward  still  further  was  reluctantly 
given  up.  It  is  my  intention,  hereafter,  should  life  be  spared,  to  extend 
these  researches  vastly  beyond  the  countries  already  visited. 

Within  two  weeks  from  this  date,  should  no  untoward  circumstance  oc- 
cur, I  expect  to  be  on  the  borders  of  Turkey.  When  at  Constantinople,  a 
peep  must  be  made  at  the  Black  Sea,  and  a  steamer  will  then  be  taken  for 
Athens.  From  thence  it  is  my  intention  to  sail  for  Trieste,  and  then  pro- 
ceed to  Vienna,  Berlin,  and  by  way  of  Ostend  reach  London  as  speedily 
as  possible. 


Dr.  Horner's  Valedictory. — We  have  derived  much  pleasure  from  read- 
ing Professor  W.  E.  Horner's  valedictory  address  to  the  graduating  class 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  It  is  in  a  style  well  calculated  for  a 
discourse  on  such  an  occasion,  and  vvhat  might  have  been  expected  from 
the  learned  doctor.  There  is  much  in  it  we  should  be  pleased  to  lay  before 
our  readers,  and  particularly  that  portion  having  reference  to  the  juniors  in 
the  profession ;  but  we  have  room  only  for  the  following  extract.  "Indo- 
lence," says  Dr.  H.,  "  in  the  early  years  of  professional  life,  is  by  all  means 
to  be  avoided ;  a  pre-occupation  of  the  public  attention  by  seniors,  and  by 
men  of  acknowledged  skill,  will  necessarily  leave  the  young  practitioner 
in  obscurity,  and  without  much  reward.  Many  men  are  irrevocably  dis- 
couraged by  their  deep  sense  of  these  disadvantages,  and  as  they  cannot 
get  an  immediate  reward,  have  not  the  force  of  character  to  labor  for  the 
emoluments  which  come  in  only  after  the  expiration  of  ten  or  fifteen  years." 


Unir.ersity  of  Maryland. — The  annual  circular  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Maryland,  for  the  session  of  1S51-2,  has  been 
sent  us.  It  is  a  well-written  document,  ably  and  clearly  setting  forth  the 
true  principles  of  a  systematic  medical  education.  We  perfectly  agree 
with  Dr.  Roby,  the  author  of  this  manifesto,  as  to  the  value  of  clinical 
study  and  instruction,  and  especially  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
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should  be  taught  in  our  medical  schools.  It  is  very  true  that  the  mere  re- 
hearsal to  a  medical  class,  that  "  a  child  has  bronchitis  ;  "  that  this  "  gene- 
rally arises  from  congestion  of  the  lungs,"  which  is  relieved  by  secretion, 
and  being  "preceded  by  measles  there  is  probably  inflammatory  action," 
and  that  having  been  treated  with  small  doses  of  ipecacuanha,  these  are  to 
be  continued,  vvith  "a  diet  of  bread  and  milk,  or  cream  and  a  little  rice 
flour,  the  bowels  to  be  kept  open  with  a  teaspoonful  of  castor  oil,  if  neces- 
sary," cannot  be  regarded  as  the  best  way  to  impart  practical  clinical  in- 
struction ;  yet  it  is  not  an  uncommon  method  of  teaching  in  many  hospitals 
and  infirmaries.  Clinical  lecturers  should  certainly  endeavor  to  make  their 
subjects  as  clear  and  comprehensive  as  possible  to  the  student,  who  in  his 
initiatory  studies  has  enough  else  to  confuse  him. 


Wilson'' s  Dissector. — "  The  Dissector ;  or,  Practical  and  Surgical  Ana- 
tomy. By  Erasmus  Wilson,  author  of  a  system  of  Human  Anatomy,  &c. 
Edited  by  Paul  B.  Goddard,  M.D.  Philadelphia:  Blanchard  &  Lea,  pub- 
lishers, 1851."  The  reputation  of  Erasmus  Wilson  as  a  thorough  anato- 
mist and  a  correct  writer  on  the  science  of  human  anatomy,  was  fully 
established  from  the  first  appearancp  of  his  "Anatomist's  Vade  Mecum." 
The  Dissector,  by  the  same  author,  has  been  considered  one  of  the  best 
handbooks  for  the  student  of  practical  anatomy  extant,  and  we  really  know 
of  none  that  we  should  prefer  to  it  were  its  illustrations  better  executed. 
The  descriptive  part  is  well  arranged,  and  we  think  the  improvements 
made  by  Dr.  Goddard  should  commend  it  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  American  medical  student.    It  can  be  had  of  Ticknor  &  Co.,  Boston. 


Cooper  on  Dislocations  and  FractMres. — This  is  a  new  American  edition, 
from  the  press  of  Blanchard  &  Lea,  of  that  most  excellent  and  practical 
treatise  on  dislocations  and  fractures  of  the  joints,  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper. 
We  presume  it  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  to  announce  a  publication 
bearing  his  name,  in  order  to  have  it  sought  for  by  the  profession.  The 
high  estimation  in  which  this  treatise  is  held  by  the  profession  in  this 
country,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  of  its  being  published  in  full,  a  few 
years  since,  by  order  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  for  the  use  of 
its  fellows.  Additionally  interesting  is  the  present  edition  made,  by  the 
valuable  notes  of  our  distinguished  townsman.  Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  and 
a  brief  memoir  of  Sir  Astley's  life,  by  the  American  editor.  For  sale  at 
Ticknor  &  Co.'s. 


"  Comparative  hitellectual  Standing  of  the  Medical  Profession'''' — Prof 
Peaslee's  Introductory. — The  introductory  to  the  spring  course  of  lectures 
in  the  Medical  Department  of  Bowdoin  College,  Maine,  by  E.  R.  Peaslee, 
M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  has  been  received.  It  is  very 
ably  written,  indicating  a  mind  richly  cultivated,  and  one  familiar  with  his- 
tory and  ancient  lore.  Such  addresses  are  well  calculated  to  create  a  love 
for  study,  and  otherwise  stimulate  the  medical  student  in  his  onward  course. 


Local  Treatment  for  Ascarides. — Perhaps  there  is  nothing  more  trouble- 
some to  young  children,  or  which  causes  more  sleepless  nights  to  them,  as 
well  as  their  parents,  than  the  bites  of  the  little  pin  worm.  The  remedies 
to  cure,  kill,  and  expel  these  parasites,  are  as  numerous  as  the  days  in  a 
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year,  but  for  the  most  part  they  are  quite  ineffectual.  In  young  females, 
the  annoyance  from  the  migrating  propensities  of  these  worms,  becomes 
intolerable,  and  oftentimes  the  cause  of  convulsions.  In  such  cases,  we 
have  found  a  strong  decoction  of  the  artemisia  absynthium,  injected  into 
the  rectum  at  night,  and  also  the  parts  adjacent  to  be  bathed  freely  with 
the  same  decoction,  an  effectual  remedy,  for  one  or  two  nights  at  least; 
and  if  followed  up  frequently,  it  will  oftentimes  entirely  rid  the  child  of 
all  such  troubles. 


Moral  Insanity. — From  the  last  report  of  Dr.  Benedict,  of  the  State 
Lunatic  Asylum  of  New  York,  which  was  noticed  a  few  weeks  since  in 
the  Journal,  we  copy  the  following  remarks  on  a  species  of  insanity  which 
deserves  increased  attention. 

"  Of  moral,  or  perhaps  more  correctly  immoral  insanity,  nine  cases  have 
been  under  our  care,  two  of  whom  have  been  admitted  within  the  last 
year.  These  cases  present  the  various  forms  of  derangement,  from  the 
mere  rascally  little  sinner  (two  were  lads)  up  to  the  most  aggravated  form 
of  the  genuine  disease.  We  have  an  idea  that  a  remedy  not  much  known 
to  modern  science,  but  in  vogue  in  the  days  of  Solomon,  commenced  early 
and  faithfully  persevered  with,  would  have  been  eminently  successful  in 
preventing  the  development  of  the  disease,  or  at  least  arrested  its  progress 
before  its  full  establishment.  One  of  our  patients  is  the  exact  counterpart, 
if  not  the  identical  fellow,  seen  by  Mr.  George  Combe,  in  the  Dublin 
Lunatic  Asylum,  who  exhibits  a  total  want  of  moral  feeling  and  principle, 
yet  possesses  intelligence,  ingenuity  and  plausibility.  He  has  been  a 
scourge  to  his  family  from  childhood,  was  sent  to  the  army  to  get  rid  of 
him,  from  which  he  was  turned  out  as  an  incorrigible  villain,  always 
fighting  and  getting  drunk,  for  which  he  was  repeatedly  flogged.  By 
seclusion  he  becomes  so  savage  as  to  render  the  task  of  entering  his  room 
and  supplying  his  wants  by  no  means  enviable,  and  when  at  large  he 
often  assaults  those  around  hirn.  His  chief  enjoyments  are  eating  and 
fighting,  and  although  he  is  constantly  endeavoring  to  "  get  out  of  these 
barracks,"  he  seems  to  have  no  particular  object  in  view  but  the  more  free 
indulgence  of  these  propensities.  In  all  but  this  one  case,  moral  treatment 
alone  has  accomplished  our  object,  but  on  him  little  moral  influence  can  be 
exerted.  By  the  aid  of  nauseating  remedies,  as  ipecacuanha  and  antimony, 
and  purgatives,  compound  powder  of  jalap,  senna  and  salts,  &c..  frequently 
administered,  we  are  enabled  in  some  degree  to  control  him.  Blisters  and 
setons  to  the  back  of  his  neck  are  now  being  tried. — Under  this  head  we 
in-clude  one  case  of  pyromania,  an  inoffensive,  intelligent  young  rnan  who 
was  arrested  for  firing  buildings,  and  acquitted  on  the  plea  of  insanity." 


Interesting  and  Important  Discovery. — We  find  in  the  Atlas,  of  this 
city,  the  following  account  of  a  discovery  by  one  of  our  most  distinguish- 
ed chemists  and  geologists  : — "  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Natural  History 
Society  of  this  city,  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson  mentioned  the  discovery  of 
a  new  and  valuable  mineral,  phosphate  of  lime,  occurring  in  large  quanti- 
ties in  Hurdstown,  near  the  line  of  the  Morris  canal,  in  New  Jersey,  and, 
since  its  discovery  in  that  place,  in  even  larger  quantities  at  Crown  Point, 
N.  Y.,  on  Lake  Champlain.  For  agricultural  purposes,  in  manuring  and 
enriching  lands,  this  substance  is  of  great  value,  being  essentially  the  same 
as  bone  dust,  the  virtues  of  which  are  well  known.    The  quantity  in  which 
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it  is  found  in  both  these  places,  and  the  probability  that  it  will  be  also  found 
in  other  localities,  promise  that  an  abundant  supply  will  render  it  as  cheap, 
as  it  is  valuable  and  important.  Since  the  announcement  of  the  discovery 
of  this  mineral  was  made.  Dr.  Jackson  has  demonstrated  its  value  for  other 
purposes,  even  more  important.  By  a  simple,  easy  and  cheap  process,  he 
has  discovered  the  means  of  separating  the  lime  and  other  ingredients  from 
the  phosphoric  acid,  and  has  thus  extracted  both  this  substance,  as  well  as 
phosphorus,  from  the  rock.  This  is  the  first  time,  we  believe,  that  phos- 
phorus has  ever  been  obtained  from  mineral  substances.  Formerly  this  ar- 
ticle could  only  be  procured  by  a  slow,  tedious,  expensive,  and  disgusting  pro- 
cess from  animal  substances.  The  discovery  of  making  it  from  bones  was 
an  important  one,  facilitating  its  manufacture,  and  rendering  the  article 
much  cheaper.  This  discovery  led  to  others,  among  which  was  its  use 
and  value  in  printing  and  dyeing  calicoes,  &c.,  to  which  it  is  now  exten- 
sively applied,  and  manufactured  for  that  purpose.  The  discovery  that  it 
can  be  made  with  less  expense,  and  in  much  greater  quantities,  from  a 
mineral  found  in  abundance,  in  at  least  two  accessible  localities,  will  pro- 
bably lead  to  another  great  change  in  the  mode  of  its  manufacture,  and 
lessen  the  cost  of  the  article.  In  this  way  both  the  farmer  and  the  manu- 
facturer may  derive  important  benefits  from  the  discovery  of  this  valuable 
mineral,  and  the  gentleman  to  whose  scientific  knowledge  both  its  disco- 
very and  its  important  applications  are  due,  may  again  be  regarded  as  a 
great  public  benefactor.  The  mineral  from  Hurdstown  contains  92  4-10 
per  cent,  of  pure  phosphate  of  lime,  and  yields  46J  per  cent,  of  phosphoric 
acid,  and  20  per  cent,  of  phosphorus.  Besides  its  use  in  dyeing,  and  the 
manufacture  of  matches,  phosphorus  is  also  esteemed  of  value  in  medicine." 


Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. — The  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Society  takes  place  this  year  at  Wor- 
cester, instead  of  Boston  as  heretofore.  It  will  be  held  on  the  last  Wed- 
nesday of  the  present  month,  we  presume  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  it  is 
probable  that,  as  formerly,  the  Address,  which  is  to  be  by  Dr.  Storer  of 
this  city,  will  be  delivered  at  1  o'clock  P.  M.  This  notice  is  unofficial, 
but  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  publish  it  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers, 
some  of  whom  are  known  to  have  been  absent  from  the  anniversary  for 
the  last  two  years  solely  on  account  of  not  being  notified  of  the  day  of 
meeting.  As  previously  mentioned  in  the  Journal,  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  the  Worcester  Railroad  Company  to  convey  members  from 
Boston  at  a  reduced  rate — SI. 15  to  go  and  return — provided  100  or  more 
(tickets  are  taken.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  requisite  number  will  sig- 
nify their  intention  to  go.  The  regular  trains  will  leave  this  city  at  7J 
and  also  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Should  an  express  train  be  neces- 
sary, probably  it  will  leave  at  the  last  named  hour,  and  tickets  will  be  good 
in  that  train  only.  If  the  regular  trains  are  sufficient,  members  may  avail 
themselves  of  any  of  them,  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  to  go,  and  on 
Wednesday  or  Thursday  to  return. 


American  Medical  Association. — We  exceedingly  regret  that  circumstan- 
iCes  should  have  occurred,  to  prevent  us  from  attending  the  Convention  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  which  commenced 
its  session  yesterday.  Although  we  had  anticipated  much  pleasure  in 
meeting  our  professional  friend^!  from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  joining 
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with  them  in  the  good  work  which  this  Association  has  begun,  we  are 
somewhat  reconciled  in  remaining-  at  home,  by  knowing  that  others  from 
this  section  have  gone,  who  will  more  ably  represent  the  interest  of  the 
profession  in  these  parts.  Delegates  from  Boston  who  are  in  attend- 
ance, so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  are  Drs.  J.  C.  Warren,  George 
Hayward,  Z.  B.  Adams,  D.  H.  Storer,  Samuel  Parkman,  and  G.  H.  Gay. 


An  unjust  Verdict  and  Sentence. — The  head  surgeon  of  a  French  luna- 
tic asylum  has  been  condemned  to  15  days  imprisonment  for  "causing  the 
death  of  a  patient  by  laudanum  in  a  lavement."  He  was  condemned  upon 
the  evidence  of  two  veterinary  surgeons,  which  was  counter  to  the  evi- 
dence of  five  of  the  most  celebrated  physicians  in  France. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  was  conferred 
on  60  gentlemen  who  had  passed  the  proper  examination  at  the  last  com- 
mencement of  the  Cleveland  (Ohio)  Medical  College. — Dr.  Peirson,  of 
Salem,  was,  we  understand,  badly  injured  recently  by  falling  from  the  cars 
of  the  Eastern  Railroad,  at  the  depot. — Mention  is  made  in  the  papers  of 
a  lady  in  Madison,  Ind.,  lately  coughing  up  a  large  horse-fly  from  the  wind- 
pipe, which  was  probably  lodged  there  last  summer,  though  in  what  man- 
ner is  not  known.  She  immediately  obtained  relief  from  a  most  distress- 
ing cough  and  other  painful  and  threatening  symptoms. — Dr.  E.  Morey,  of 
Westfield,  N.  Y.,  came  to  a  terrible  death,  having  been  thrown  from  the 
seat  of  his  gig,  caught  by  the  foot  in  a  singular  manner,  and  thus  dragged 
seven  miles  by  his  runav/ay  horse  over  a  very  rough  road. — The  State  of 
Pennsylvania  has  appropriated  S32,000  for  the  completion  of  a  geological 
survey  of  the  State. — The  London  correspondent  of  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer says  that,  by  a  well  arranged  plan,  the  census  of  the  population, 
&c.,  of  Great  Britain  was  taken  by  returns  made  to  the  proper  authorities 
on  the  1st  instant — the  whole  bnsi?iess  being  done  in  that  single  day ! — An 
extraordinary  mortality  from  hooping  cough  formerly  was  common  in  the 
South  Sea  Islands.  Its  intensity  has,  however,  been  materially  modified 
by  vaccination,  uhich  was  also  the  case  in  South  America. — Francis  C 
Nsegele,  the  celebrated  obstetrician,  lately  died  at  Heidelberg,  in  the  72d 
year  of  his  age. — Chloroform  has  been  administered  in  9000  cases  at  St^ 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  without  one  unpleasant  occurrence  taking  place 
from  its  use. — All  doubt  is  removed  as  to  the  opening  of  the  Great  Exhi- 
bition in  London  on  the  day  originally  named,  the  first  of  May. — An  act 
for  the  registration  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  has  been  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 


Died,— At  Sloughton,  30th  ult.,  Charles  F.  Wy man,  M.D.— In  New  York,  of  disease  of  the 
heart,  Dr.  A.  D.  Gordon,  aged  38  years. — At  Washington,  D.  C,  Dr.  Charles  B.  Hamilton,  aged' 
60,  formerly  Surgeon  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. — In  Michigan,  March  17,  Dr.  Linus  Stevens,  aged  86^ 
formerly  of  Connecticut. 


Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Saturday  noon,  May  3d,  76.— Males,  30 — females,  46. 
Accidental,  2 — inflammation  of  bowels,  2 — disease  of  brain.  2 — congestion  «f  brain,  1 — consump- 
tion, 15 — convulsions,  4 — croup,  2 — diarrhoea,  1 — dropsy  of  the  brain,  4 — diowned,  1 — erysipelas,, 
2 — exhaustion,  1 — fracture  of  skull,  1 — typhus  fever,  4— ^lung  fever,  4 — brain  fever,  1 — gastritis,  1 
— hooping  cough,  1 — disease  of  lieart,  3 — intemperance,  2 — infantile,  4 — inflammation,  1 — in- 
flammation of  lungs,  3 — congestion  of  lungs,  1 — marasmus,  1 — measles,  4— old  age,  5 — puerpe- 
ral, 1 — smallpox,  2. 

Under  5  years,  27 — between  5  and  20  years.  15 — between  20  and  40  years,  18 — between  40  and 
60  vears,  10 — over  60  years,  6.    Americans,  31  ;  foreigners  and  cbifdren      foreigners,  45k 
The  above  includes  14  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 
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Legitimate  Fruits  of  Fanaticism. — Miss  Martineau,  whose  advocacy  of 
homcEopathy,  mesmerism,  and  other  kindred  follies,  has  long- been  so  noto- 
rious, now  appears  as  the  champion  of  the  grossest  and  most  undisguised 
materialism.  In  a  late  publication  styled  "  Letter?  on  the  Laws  of  Man's 
Nature  and  Development,  by  Henry  George  Atkinson,  F.  G.  S.,  and  Har- 
riet Martineau,"  the  lady's  adoption  of  all  the  worn-out  trash  of  atheism  is 
formally  announced,  as  if  to  show  the  world  how  far  the  extremes  of  infi- 
delity and  credulity  are  compatible.  An  enthusiastic  believer  in  homoeopa- 
thy and  the  most  ridiculous  excesses  of  mesmerism,  she  entirely  rejects  the 
notion  of  a  Great  First  Cause,  a  Providential  Guidance,  and,  in  short,  of  a 
spiritual  life,  and  of  all  human  responsibility  and  accountability.  This  is 
another  proof,  as  has  been  well  observed,  that  "  the  feebleness  of  mind 
which  leads  to  the  rejection  of  great  truths,  is  precisely  that  which  tends 
to  the  reception  of  as  great  errors." — Medical  Examiner. 


Prof.  Ware's  Introductory  Lecture. — Dr.  Ware's  Lecture  at  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  College,  last  autumn,  which  was  published  in  this  Jour- 
nal and  afterwards  issued  in  a  pamphlet,  has  been  very  favorably  noticed 
in  our  exchanges,  and  copious  extracts  made  from  it.  The  following  pithy 
notice  is  from  the  American  Journal  of  Dental  Science. 

"  This  is  admirable.  If  it  did  not  savor  of  presumption,  we  would  say 
Dr.  Ware  is  a  man  after  our  ovvn  heart.  His  views  are  our  views  :  they 
have  always  been  our  views ;  but  we  were  beginning  to  fear  that  we  were 
alone  in  our  thinking.  Suddenly  and  unexpectedly  we  open  an  unpre- 
tending pamphlet,  and  there  stand  out  our  own  thoughts,  gracefully  adorned, 
strong,  robust,  majestic.  There  they  are — what  we  have  often  thought, 
but  ne'er  so  well  expressed  ;  and  right  glad  we  are  to  see  them. 

"  ^It  is  too  often  overlooked  that  the  final  purpose  of  all  medical  study  is 
practice.^  Verily  it  is.  "  ^  ma7i  may  knoio  a  vast  deal  of  the  profession, 
and  yet  be  a  very  poor  practitioner.^''  Yes,  indeed,  he  may  know  a  great 
deal  of  what  is  supposed  to  be  science,  and  somewhat  too  of  real  know- 
ledge, and  very  little  about  sick  people — and  as  long  as  the  microscope 
receives  more  attention  than  the  lancet,  the  evil  will  increase  upon  us. 

"  There  is  '  a  distinction  betiveen  a  pathological  and  a  therapeutical  diag- 
nosis.^ A  distinctio7i !  yes,  a  distinction  so  wide  as  to  create  an  entire 
difference.  The  one  is  mainly  a  matter  of  curiosity;  the  other,  a  matter 
of  life  and  death.  The  one  can  be  taught  by  professors  who  never  had 
practice,  and  never  knew  how  to  practise ;  the  other,  by  men  who  can  cure 
disease.  But  the  evil  day  is  upon  us.  Woe  to  us  that  we  dwell  in  Me- 
shech!  Cry  out.  Dr.  Ware,  and  spare  not!  There  is  need  of  men  of 
common  sense  and  uncommon  nerve  about  this  time." 


Alleged  Mi.islaughter  by  proc2tring  Abortion. — Dr.  William  Clark, 
Botanic  Physician  of  Boston,  was  last  week  brought  before  the  Police 
Court,  on  a  charge  of  manslaughter,  b}''  procuring  abortion.  The  subject 
was  Mrs.  Rosanna  Leavitt.  Coroner  Pratt  held  an  inquest  on  her  body  for 
two  or  three  days.  The  result  was  the  arrest  of  Dr.  Clark.  Dr.  C.  was 
called  to  visit  Mrs.  Leavitt,  on  Friday,  the  25th  ult.,  at  which  time  it  is 
alleged  he  commenced  the  treatment  which  ended  in  her  death  on  Monday 
following.  It  is  said  that  her  body  exhibits  signs  of  great  violence.  The 
examination  was  postponed  till  the  14th  of  May.  He  was  put  under  $8000 
bonds,  and  obtained  bail. 
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It  is  well  known  that  this  part  of  South  America  abounds  with  various 
poisonous  reptiles,  such  as  the  rattle-snake,  and  the  other  species  called 
coral,  tiger,  mapanare,  &z:c.  &:c.  There  is,  perhaps,  not  a  spot  of  this 
country  where  some  of  these  horrid  animals  are  not  to  be  found,  ex- 
posinf^  the  life  of  the  traveller  as  well  as  that  of  the  laborer.  Even  in 
private  dwellings  in  the  cities,  those  who  possess  gardens  standing  near 
springs  or  rivers,  are  often  visited  by  this  South  American  scourge. 

Thirteen  years'  residence  in  this  region  of  the  world,  has  brought  to 
my  knowledge  a  great  many  cases  of  bites  of  these  reptiles,  and  some 
of  them  came  under  my  immediate  attendance.  I  have  also  studied 
the  effects  of  many  remedies  employed  by  the  natives,  and  have  had 
more  than  one  opportunity  to  ascertain  their  very  slight  efficacy  in  cases 
of  such  bites  over  an  arterial  branch  or  trunk  of  any  size,  where  the 
poisonous  fluid  of  the  snake  was  quickly  absorbed,  causing  a  dissolution 
of  the  blood  and  death.  When  the  bites  are  distant  from  large  blood- 
vessels, a  ligature  above,  the  application  of  the  actual  cautery,  some  wet 
tobacco  leaf  or  pounded  guaco  over  the  wound,  and  internally  some 
lime  juice,  pure,  or  mixed  with  sweet  oil,  some  guaco  juice,  brandy  or  spirit 
of  any  class,  have  often  prevented  any  further  bad  results,  and  even  with- 
out affecting  the  system  in  any  way. 

It  is  a  general  belief  amongst  the  natives,  that  the  use  of  the  concen- 
trated juice  of  the  dark  violet-colored  guaco  on  certain  regions  of  the 
body  and  limbs,  scarifying  the  parts,  and  applying  on  them  the  said 
juice  for  absorption,  at  the  same  time  that  large  doses  are  given  for  a 
number  of  days  inwardly,  are  sure  means  of  securing  life  against  the 
bites  of  snakes.  This  foolish  operation  is  generally  practised  by  Indians, 
Creoles,  or  Negroes,  but  often  men  of  education  and  science  submit  to 
it,  believing  in  its  real  value.  I  have  known  many  of  such  inoculators 
and  inoculated,  who  have  lost  their  lives  by  boldly  catching  and  playing 
with  snakes  of  the  worst  kinds,  believing  they  would  never  be  bitten. 
In  fact,  those  inoculated  in  the  said  manner  will  never  fear  nor  run  from 
a  snake  ;  they  boldly  attack  and  catch  it  with  their  hands,  and  secure  it. 
15 
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Their  moral  activity  is  raised  by  the  belief  of  invulnerability,  and  the 
snake,  fjiolitened  by  the  bold  attack  and  grasp  of  the  man,  is  easily  se- 
cured and  disconcerted  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  no  defence.  This,  in 
my  opinion,  is  the  real  value  of  the  inoculation  of  the  guaco  juice. 
But,  as  I  said  before,  J  have  known  many  of  the  inoculated  who  have 
fallen  victims  to  their  faith,  some  hours  or  days  after  they  had  caught  a 
snake,  when  attempting  again  to  lay  their  hands  on  it.  Amongst 
these  victims  I  can  mention  a  well-known  and  rich  planter  of  Caracas, 
Mr.  Ugarte,  who,  playing  confidently,  in  presence  of  some  visiting  friends, 
with  a  rattle-snake  he  had  had  in  his  possession  for  some  time,  and 
which  he  twisted  round  his  neck  after  havinoj  drank  a  larfje  tumblerful 
01  the  concentrated  juice  of  the  dark-violet  guaco,  which  he  always  did 
on  such  occasions,  was  bitten  at  that  moment  on  the  upper  lip  and  died 
two  hours  after,  in  spite  of  an  enormous  use  of  guaco.  A  slave  of  Mr. 
Domingo  Tovar,  of  Caracas,  also  had  full  confidence  in  his  inoculation, 
and  whilst  playing  with  one  of  the  species  of  snakes  called  "  tiger," 
against  the  will  of  his  master  who  had  warned  him  of  the  danger,  was 
bitten  and  died  in  about  two  hours,  although  a  large  quantity  of  guaco 
was  applied  to  him  in  the  usual  way.  1  could  record  many  similar  in- 
stances had  I  sufficient  space  m  your  valued  Journal,  but  the  two  men- 
tioned, known  and  recollected  by  every  inhabitant  of  Caracas,  will  be 
sufficient  to  cause  one  to  doubt  the  effect  of  the  guaco  on  the  human 
system,  as  a  certain  antidote  against  bites  of  poisonous  snakes.  The 
guaco  is  the  "  Mikania  guaco"  of  Humboldt  and  Bomplaud,  of  which 
there  are  two  species  (the  "  dark-violet  colored  "  ;  and  the  pale-green 
colored,  called  the  "  white  guaco  "),  and  its  action  on  the  system  is 
sudorific  and  tonic  ;  but  less  tonic,  I  am  certain,  than  the  Peruvian  bark, 
or  its  extractions. 

We  have  many  other  plants  here,  and  amongst  them,  and  standing 
next  to  the  guaco,  the  "  raiz  de  1  igartija  "  (the  lizard  root),  generally 
considered  as  efficacious  in  bites  of  snakes.  From  my  experience,  how- 
ever, I  consider  them  as  mere  auxiliaries,  and  would  never  depend  upon 
them  in  a  serious  case,  no  more  than  I  would  on  the  guaco. 

Another  sort  of  treatment  is  employed  agninst  the  bites  of  snakes,  by  a 
species  of  quacks  or  jugglers  in  the  interior  of  the  country  and  amongst  the 
natives.  It  consists  in  an  oration  or  prayer  directed  to  St.  Paul,  in  whose 
curative  effect  the  bitten  person  must  have  the  greatest  faith  and  confi- 
dence. Hence,  as  soon  as  an  individual  is  bitten,  the  juggler  is  sent 
for;  he  comes,  with  his  vegetable  remedies,  applying  them  internally 
and  externally  ;  the  printed  oration  is  placed  on  the  patient's  breast  : 
the  picture  of  the  saint  is  placed  on  the  table,  with  one  or  more  lighted 
candles  in  front  of  the  patient,  every  one  of  the  assistants  kneeling  down  ; 
the  said  oration  or  prayer  is  then  read  by  the  juggler,  the  assistants  re- 
peating the  verses,  till  the  patient  dies  or  gets  well.  If  he  gets  well,  the 
saint  is  supposed  to  have  listened  to  his  petition  ;  but  if  not,  and  all 
having  been  done,  he  is  considered  to  have  commited  some  great  sins  and 
the  saint  would  not  assist  him  ! 

Now  I  have  said  already,  that  in  cases  where  the  bite  was  distant  from 
a  large  vessel,  or  when  only  a  very  slight  quantity  of  the  poisonous 
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fluid  had  been  introduced  and  absorbed,  of  course  the  cure  could  be 
easily  obtained,  even  with  some  brandy  and  water.  It  is  to  be  consider- 
ed, also,  that  the  strong  faith  of  the  natives  in  the  effect  of  the  oration 
referred  to,  might  produce  a  powerful  re-action  on  the  nervous  centres 
of  the  patient,  at  the  arrival  of  the  juggler  ;  and  this  alone,  I  think, 
would  be  sufficient  to  help  nature  to  expel  the  poisonous  virus  in  many 
instances,  as  it  is  a  physiological  rule  that  our  system  alone  will  alway^ 
attempt  to  perform  that  act  against  noxious  agents,  which  is  success- 
fully obtained  when  the  comparative  powers  are  in  relative  equilibrium 
or  strength.  Thus,  although  practised  blindly,  the  successful  applica- 
tion of  Saint  Paul's  oration  for  the  cure  of  bites  of  poisonous  snakes 
might  be  explained  on  philosophical  principles — the  exciting  of  the 
moral  power,  and  its  stimulating  and  tonic  action  on  the  whole  system. 

The  general  symptoms  manifested  after  a  serious  bite  of  a  poisonous 
snake  in  this  country,  are  the  following  : — General  uneasiness  and  ap- 
prehension ;  the  idea  of  sure  death,  difficult  to  eradicate  from  the  pa- 
tient's mind  ;  the  face  very  pallid  ;  stuporous  appearance  of  the  sight ; 
eyes  sunk  in  the  orbits,  and  a  dark-brown  areola  around  them  ;  the  whole 
body  covered  with  a  viscous  perspiration  ;  nausea  and  vomiting  ;  the 
conjunctivae  sometimes  injected,  and  the  pupils  dilated  ;  the  pulse 
either  filiform,  quick  and  weak,  or  much  under  the  natural  pulsations^ 
large  and  disappearing  on  pressure  ;  dyspnoea  from  the  beginning,  and 
increasing  gradually  ;  faintness  and  sighing  ;  the  tongue  of  a  dark-red 
color,  sometimes  livid,  slimy,  discolored,  or  black  when  the  exudation  of 
dissolved  blood  begins  from  the  surfaces  of  the  mucous  membrane  ;  the 
breath  and  exhalation  of  the  body,  of  the  smell  of  approaching  decom- 
position ;  surdity  and  cecity,  although  consciousness  still  remains  ;  lastly, 
coldness  of  the  extremities  and  death  !  These  symptoms,  as  I  have 
said,  are  the  general  ones ;  many  of  them  existing  at  the  same  time, 
and  others  following  them  gradually.  By  close  attention,  I  found  them 
very  similar  to  those  arising  from  adynamic  or  putrid  fevers.  In  most 
cases  where  the  poison  has  acted  strongly,  the  blood  becomes  carbon- 
ized, and  exudates,  shordy  after  the  bite,  from  all  the  openings  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  showing  thus  its  dissolution.  Often  when  the  pulse 
maintains  itself  at  80  to  100,  and  the  other  symptoms  are  not  extreme, 
the  exudation  or  passive  hemorrhage  will  continue  for  days,  the  patient 
recovering  finally.  Proceeding  with  my  own  views  of  the  nature  of  the 
action  of  the  poisonous  fluid  of  snakes,  on  the  human  system — I  think 
it  acts  more  particularly  on  the  albuminous  portion  of  the  blood,  dis- 
solving it  almost  instantly  when  the  bite  is  over  a  large  bloodvessel, 
where  absorption  may  be  quicker  and  greater. 

I  have  heard  of  many  antidotes  for  bites  of  snakes,  and  lately  heard  of 
a  new  one,  viz.,  iodine.  I  cannot  say  that  there  are  none  good  ;  but 
my  object  is  simply  to  publish  my  convictions  and  experiments  respect- 
ing those  used  in  this  country,  and  make  them  known,  with  a  desire 
of  being  useful.  The  result  of  the  treatment  I  have  most  confidence 
in,  is  based  on  this  rule  :  prevent,  if  in  time  ;  arrest  or  check  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  blood,  if  already  commenced,  and  which  is  the  result  of  ab- 
sorption of  the  poisonous  fluid,  particularly  dissolving  its  albuminous  por- 
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tion.  Thus  any  remedy  that  can  with  any  certainty  produce  the  effect 
of  quickly  opposing  the  dissolution  of  the  blood,  will,  I  believe,  cure 
the  patient.  Mercury,  when  judiciously  applied,  has  the  effect  of  in- 
creasing and  thickening  the  albuminous  portion  of  the  blood  very  quickly, 
producing  a  favorable  re-action  against  the  morbid  state,  particularly  in 
cases  of  snake  bites,  when  associated  with  some  powerful  tonic.  It  is 
th^  remedy  I  have  found  the  most  active  and  efficacious  in  all  such 
cases  I  have  treated  in  this  country.  The  manner  in  which  I  use  it  has 
been  described  in  a  former  communication  to  this  Journal  (page  120). 
In  some  cases  opium  has  been  added  to  the  powders  or  pills  ;  but  I 
think  it  is  better  to  spare  its  use,  and  to  avoid  narcotization,  as  it  is  im- 
portant to  keep  the  patient  excited  and  awake  to  facilitate  re-action. 
Common  drink — cold  water,  or  any  aromatic  infusion,  riot  in  contradic- 
tion with  the  medicines.  Nourishment,  if  indicated  or  possible — oat- 
meal gruel,  arrowroot,  or  bread  and  tea,  he. 

I  remember  attending,  some  years  ago,  in  Caracas,  the  cousin  and 
overseer  of  Dr.  Carlos  Arvelo,  an  eminent  and  well-known  physician, 
and  at  the  doctor's  own  house,  for  the  bite  of  a  large  and  very  poisonous 
snake  called  "  mapanare."  The  bite  was  over  the  pedal  artery  ;  the 
case  was  a  very  severe  one,  with  complete  dissolution  of  the  blood. 
Some  bites  of  leeches  which  had  been  applied  to  him  a  month  previous 
to  the  accident,  for  an  affection  of  the  stomach,  opened  suddenly,  bleed- 
ing profusely ;  and  1  was  obliged  to  cauterize  every  one  of  them  with 
lunar  caustic,  introducing  a  small  ball  of  lint  in  each  hole  with  a  probe, 
and  placing  some  adhesive  plaster  over  them.  The  patient  recovered  at 
last,  under  the  very  active  and  combined  treatment  above  alluded  to. 
The  dose  of  calomel  given  every  hour  during  three  days,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  was  eight  grains,  with  ten  of  quinine,  and  some  musk  and 
camphor.  Almost  every  grave  symptom,  indicated  as  general  in  such 
cases,  presented  itself;  but  I  firmly  persisted  against  advice  in  the  stated 
treatment,  and  the  patient  was  saved.  Two  years  ago  the  patient 
passed  through  this  city,  with  Dr.  Arvelo's  eldest  son,  now  a  physician 
also  of  Caracas,  and  called  on  me,  saying  he  could  not  do  less  than  renew 
his  thanks  for  my  past  assistance.  I  examined  the  spot  where  he  had 
been  bitten  by  the  snake.  It  still  retained  a  livid  appearance  or  dark- 
red  color  of  two  inches  square,  although  perfectly  healed,  the  individual 
stating  he  felt  now  and  then  a  dull  pain  in  the  foot. 

I  could  refer  to  many  other  cases  treated  successfully  on  the  same 
principles  and  with  the  same  remedies  ;  but  it  would  occupy  too  much 
space  to  do  so. 

Puerto  Cabello,  March  {6th,  1851. 


ON  THE  PRACTICAL  USES  OF  COD-LIVER  OIL. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  uses  of  medicines  are  too  much 
governed  by  the  influence  of  popular  excitement ;  and  instead  of  tho- 
roughly testing  their  intrinsic  merits,  as  therapeutic  agents,  and  retaining 
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them,  if  valuable,  for  permanent  resources,  we  too  frequently  throw  them 
aside  for  others  that  the  tide  of  innovation  has  brought  forward.  Ex- 
cepting a  few  well-known  remedies,  such  as  mercury,  opium  and  anti- 
mony, which  have  been  retained  more  on  account  of  conservative  pre- 
judice than  discriminating  experience,  this  is  a  fact  that  cannot  be 
denied  ;  and  to  this,  is  owing  the  history  of  thousands  of  medicinal 
agents,  which  one  day  had  their  votaries,  and  now  only  serve  to  swell 
our  materia  medica  into  a  ponderous  and  unwieldy  tome.  This  has  been 
the  fate  of  medicines  whose  virtues  were  once  demonstrated  to  be  worthy 
the  praise  they  then  obtained.  Instance  the  far-famed  naphtha,  which, 
but  a  few  years  since,  was  considered  by  the  first  practitioners  almost  a 
specific  for  phthisis  pulmonalis,  but  is  now  nearly  abandoned. 

Shall  this  be  the  fate  of  cod-liver  oil,  now  so  extensively  used  as  a 
remedy  for  scrofula  and  incipient  pulmonary  consumption  ?  We  have 
every  reason  to  fear  that  it  will  be,  because  its  great  use  was  prema- 
turely occasioned  by  popular  excitement. 

In  no  part  of  my  professional  experience,  have  I  been  more  amused 
by  the  caprice  of  custom,  than  in  introducing  this  article.  Some  three 
years  since,  being  anxious  to  test  its  virtues  in  several  cases,  where  all 
other  reliable  medicines  had  failed  to  benefit,  I  recommended  a  trial  of  it. 
At  that  time  it  was  but  little  known  ;  or,  at  any  rate,  it  had  not  got  into 
popular  use  :  and  although  the  flattering  hope  of  patients  under  the  pe- 
culiar exciting  malady  of  consumption,  is  generally  sufficient  to  induce 
a  resort  to  anything  new,  the  very  name  of  Jish  oil  was  sufficient  to  ex- 
cite a  disgust  against  it,  that  I  could  not  overcome  in  any  other  way 
than  by  reading  to  them  several  detailed  reports  of  its  wonderful  cures, 
in  Braithwaite's  Retrospect,  and  other  journals  of  the  day. 

But  I  commenced  this  article  with  the  intention  of  pivinoj  the  his- 

O  C5 

tory  of  a  few  well-marked  cases,  showing  the  certain  and  happy  results 
of  the  oil  in  my  own  practice. 

Abijah  Gleason,  aged  50,  of  West  Millbury  ;  occupation  for  several 
years  has  been  that  of  grinding  black  lead.  Temperament,  equally  of 
the  nervous,  sanguine  and  bilious,  which  has  enabled  him  to  sustain  an 
unusual  fortitude  of  mind.  I  was  called  to  see  him  July  26,  1848. 
Much  difficulty  of  respiration.  He  had  been  able  to  lie  down  but  very 
little  for  three  nights,  owing  to  increased  difficulty  of  respiration  in  the 
recumbent  posture — a  sharp  catching  pain  in  the  anterior  and  lateral  por- 
tion of  right  chest.  Suddenly  taken  the  night  previous,  raising,  very 
rapidly,  a  large  quantity  of  pure  pus  from  the  lungs,  attended  con- 
stantly with  much  soreness  of  the  chest.  Pulse  90,  small.  Appetite 
small  and  disturbed.  Some  cavernous  cough,  but  not  harassing  ;  hectic, 
attended  with  colliquative  night  sweats,  and  alternate  chills  and  febrile 
excitement.  Percussion  emits  some  dulness  over  inferior  and  lateral 
portion  of  right  lung — dulness  continuing  from  the  lower  third,  so  con- 
nected with  the  diaphragm  and  the  situation  of  the  upper  portion  of 
the  right  lobe  of  the  liver,  that  it  was  difficult  to  tell  how  much  of  the 
dulness  was  occasioned  by  an  enlargement  or  morbid  position  of  the  lat- 
ter ;  as  tenderness  as  well  as  enlargement,  together  with  morbid  secretion, 
was  discovered  in  the  liver.     Auscultation  discovered  evident  pecto- 
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riloquy  ;  humid  rhoncbiis  and  amphoric  respiration  at  the  summit  of  the 
risjht  lung.  A  large  cavity  existed  in  this  region — mucous  or  ci'epitant 
rales  evidently  indicating  pulmonary  fistula.  Left  lung  resonant  and 
healthy. 

Patient  says  that  he  has  had  an  abscess  break  as  often  as  once  a- 
month  for  three  years,  and  discharge  to  the  amount  of  half  a  pint,  or 
more,  in  a  short  time,  and  to  continue  a  moderate  expectoration  from  two 
or  tliree  days  to  a  week  in  succession.  If  less  frequently  than  once  a 
month,  the  greater  the  shock  and  prostration  produced  upon  the  health 
and  strength,  and  the  more  profuse  the  quantity  discharged  ;  and  the 
more  frequent  these  eruptions  (and  it  is  nothing  unusual  for  them  to  re- 
turn in  much  less  than  a  month),  the  smaller  the  quantity  expectorated, 
and  the  system  more  readily  rallies  from  the  effects.  Much  soreness, 
and  a  sense  of  distress  or  oppression,  are  always  felt  for  two  or  three 
days  before  these  discharges  take  place,  so  that  he  can  always  calcu- 
late on  their  appearance  with  considerable  certainty.  x\t  times  the 
prostration  produced  has  been  sufficient  to  confine  him  to  the  house  for  a 
week  or  two — at  other  times,  especially  if  the  weather  is  favorable,  he 
may  be  able  to  take  gentle  exercise  at  once  out  of  doors.  Between 
these  periods  he  is  frequently  able  to  walk  a  mile  or  more,  without  any 
great  fatigue,  and  can  ride  several  miles  in  an  easy  carriage  without 
being  uncomfortably  affected.  He  had  tried  almost  every  system  of 
treatment,  from  botanic  or  Thomsonian,  down  through  every  variety  of 
nostrum  that  has  been  recommended  or  used  for  similar  complaints,  but 
without  any  permanent  benefit,  and  probably  with  much  injury. 

At  diis  time  I  considered  the  case  incurable.  The  ulceration  had 
been  of  so  long  standing,  and  the  caverns  in  the  lung  were  so  large,  it 
seemed  but  quackery  to  promise  more  than  palliative  relief.  There 
being  much  tightness  or  stricture  of  the  bronchi,  and  oppression,  for  the 
want  of  free  expectoration  to  unload  the  lungs  of  the  purulent  accumu- 
lation ;  to  fulfil  this  indication,  and  to  stimulate  the  diseased  surfaces  to 
a  healthy  granulation,  I  administered,  combined  in  suitable  proportions, 
syrup  lobelia,  naphtha  and  morphia.  To  correct  a  fnetid  breath  and 
loaded  tongue,  which  I  supposed  proceeded  from  deranged  secretions 
of  the  liver,  in  a  measure,  1  gave  occasionally  a  mild  alterative — and 
likewise  advised  the  liberal  use  of  London  porter.  This  treatment  had 
a  very  beneficial  effect  for  the  time  ;  he  gradually  recovered  from  the 
soreness  and  oppressed  state  of  respiration,  his  strength  rallied,  so  that 
he  got  out  to  his  usual  exercises,  and  attended  to  his  business.  J3ut 
still,  during  the  winter  following,  these  paroxysms  continued  to  occur 
with  more  and  more  severity,  so  diat  he  became  much  reduced,  and 
was  confined  for  most  part  of  the  time  to  the  house  and  to  his  room. 
At  this  time  his  life  was  despaired  of  both  by  himself  and  friends,  and 
he  made  every  arrangement  in  his  business  to  meet  soon  the  fatal  issue. 
All  treatment,  thus  far,  seemed  to  be  but  of  temporary  benefit,  while 
the  ulceration  appeared  rapidly  to  be  gaining  ground.  More  with  the 
idea  of  keeping  up  the  hope  of  my  patient,  than  the  expectation  of  any 
sanative  result,  I  advised  a  thorough  trial  of  cod-liver  oil.  He  com- 
menced about  the  first  of  May,  1849,  in  doses  of  a  tablespoon ful  three 
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times  daily,  generally  on  an  empty  stomach,  in  porter.  A  month  had 
not  ela{)38d  byforo  a  marked  change  had  taken  place  both  in  his  general 
health  and  the  feeling  of  the  lungs ;  the  soreness  gradually  subsided, 
his  cough  disappeared,  his  respiration  became  easy  and  natural,  and  in  a 
little  time  all  expectoration  of  purulent  matter  ceased,  together  with  the 
periodical  eruptions.  The  hectic  and  night  sweats  abated,  sleep  became 
natural  and  refreshing  ;  the  appetite  returned,  with  a  healthy  state  of  di- 
gestion ;  the  muscles  acquired  fulness,  with  renewed  tone  and  activity  ; 
and,  in  fact,  the  whole  system,  under  the  continued  use  of  the  oil,  seemed 
to  be  regaining  its  wonted  state  of  health.  And  now,  after  a  period  of 
nearly  two  years,  there  has  not  been  an  eruption  or  any  appearance  of 
a  renewed  abscess,  and  all  purulent  expectorations  have  long  since  sub- 
sided. He  told  me  personally  the  last  fall  that  he  felt  perfectly  well  ; 
he  had  no  trouble  from  his  lungs,  he  felt  in  better  health  and  stronger 
than  he  had  done  for  years.  He  had  worked  steadily  every  day,  and 
had,  during  the  haying  season,  kept  up  with  other  good  mowers,  and 
done  his  day's  work  as  easily  as  any  laborer. 

The  beneficird  results  in  tliis  case  must  be  attributed  alone  to  the  oil,  as 
no  other  medicine  was  made  use  of  from  the  time  of  its  commencement. 
He  has  informed  me,  since  discontinuing  the  oil,  that  he  took  some 
twelve  bottles  in  all,  holding  a  pint  each.  The  question  may  justly 
arise  in  this  case,  whether  the  abscesses  that  formed  so  often  and  dis- 
charged in  such  large  quantities,  were  the  result  of  long-continued  tuber- 
cular deposit  or  the  imuiediate  effects  of  pneumonia  or  bronchial  in- 
flammation ?  It  is  my  opinion  that  they  were  the  result  of  the  latter, 
as  he  had  always  er» joyed  good  health  up  to  the  commencement  of  this 
attack,  which  was  produced  by  a  violent  catarrh. 

[To  be  coiuliuied.] 

Worcester,  April  I.  1851.  A.  Stone,  M.D. 


[The  following  essay,  on  a  subject  full  of  interest  to  the  anatomist,  was 
written  and  first  published  in  1832.  ft  is  now  re-printed,  by  request  of 
the  author,  who  wishes  the  reader  to  be  apprised  that  he  considers  tl :e 
subject  very  far  from  being  exhausted — there  still  remaining  an  ample 
field  for  anatomical  research.  The  "  Supplement  "  was  contained  in 
the  original  essay. — Ed.] 

AN  ESSW   ON    TUK    GANCLIONIC    SYSTEVI    OF    NERVES    IN  THE 
CAVITY  OF  THE  CRANIUM,  AND  ITS  USE. 

BY  WILLIAM  IN  GALLS,  M.D. 
ICoininunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  .Tounial.] 

I.  The  energy  of  the  brain,  and  the  due  performance  of  its  functions, 
as  it  has  been  supposed,  do  not  depend  on  its  volume,  the  size  of  its 
convolutions,  nor  the  temperaments. 

H.  As  in  other  viscera,  the  perfect  organism  of  the  brain  is  undoubt- 
edly a  condition  essential  to  the  performance  of  its  functions  with  exacti- 
tude and  energy ;  for,  a  malconformation,  or  some  defect  in  its  minute 
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structure,  not  cognizable  by  the  senses,  may  render  this  viscus  unsuscep- 
tible of  impressions  necessary  to  its  healthy  and  vigorous  action.  But, 
a  complex  organ,  deprived  of  the  stimulus  of  nervous  influence,  however 
perfect  its  structure,  becomes  torpid,  and  its  function  destroyed. 

III.  From  the  following  post-mortem  examinations  it  may  be  inferred, 
the  size  of  the  brain,  the  number,  depth  and  thickness  of  the  convolu- 
tions, are  merely  conditions,  but,  perhaps,  necessary  conditions  in  the 
production  of  thought,  and  the  propensities  to  which  man  is  subject. 

Case  1. — In  this  case,  the  person  was  subject  to  frequent  and  great 
mental  excitations.  The  brain  was  of  extraordinary  dimensions,  and  all 
its  parts  were  uncommonly  developed  :  the  convolutions  were  large,  dis- 
tinct and  numerous  ;  the  ganglia  were  readily  distinguished  and  dis- 
played; the  medullary  cords  easily  traced;  and  the  pineal  gland  was 
of  the  pine-apple  form,  and  so  large  as  to  attract  particular  attention. 

The  remarkable  development  of  the  brain,  and  the  dissection  taking 
place  a  few  hours  after  death,  in  a  subject  that  had  died  suddenly  from 
suffocation,  and  the  whole  organ  being  moist  with  serosity,  enabled  me 
to  demonstrate  the  minute  parts  with  comparative  ease  ;  and  led  me  to 
believe,  the  pineal  gland  and  other  similar  bodies,  the  uses  of  which  have 
not  been  explained,  were  desthied  to  perform  an  important  part  in  the 
functions  of  the  brain. 

Case  2  was  the  dissection  of  the  brain  of  a  person,  who  sustain- 
ed the  reputation  of  possessing  fine  intellectual  powers,  and  who  had 
practised  law  with  reputation  and  success.  The  brain  was  small,  the 
convolutions  were  diminutive,  comparatively  indistinct,  and  apparently 
more  numerous  than  usual. 

Case  3  was  the  dissection  of  the  brain  of  an  idiot,  of  very  di- 
minutive stature.  In  this  subject,  the  capacity  of  the  cranium  in  pro- 
portion to  the  size  of  the  body  was  exceedingly  small ;  the  cerebrine 
convolutions  were  feiv  in  number,  but  very  large  and  uncommonly  dis- 
tinct. This  idiot  was  wholly  destitute  of  understanding,  and  devoid  of 
every  propensity,  good  or  bad.  The  pineal  gland  was  converted  into  a 
substance  resembling  a  small  melanose  petechia. 

By  the  way,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  there  was  found  in 
the  digestive  canal,  a  number  of  lumbt  ici  of  extraordinary  size ;  several 
had  penetrated  by  the  pori  biliarii  into  the  substance  of  the  liver  ;  and 
three  were  closely  impacted  into  the  common  biliary  duct,  by  which  it 
was  greatly  enlarged,  both  in  diameter  and  length. 

Case  ,4  was  the  brain  of  a  man  possessing  a  degree  of  intelli- 
gence, but  was  so  much  of  an  idiot,  he  was  incapable  of  providing  for 
his  physical  wants  ;  and,  on  this  account,  he  was  placed  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  a  brother.  The  brain  was  large,  and  all  its  parts  fully 
developed.  The  pineal  gland  was  of  the  pine-apple  form,  cartilaginous, 
and  larger  than  usual. 

In  this  individual,  the  intellect  remained  unimpaired  till  he  arrived  at 
the  age  of  9  years  ;  when,  after  a  severe  fever,  ensued  the  mental  imbe- 
cility, which  continued  through  life.  Several  analogous  cases  occurred 
in  the  same  family. 

IV.  In  this  place,  it  was  my  intention  to  give  the  anatomy  of  the 


The  Ganglionic  System  of  Nerves. 


297 


brain  ;  but  as  hitherto  the  relative  importance  and  use  of  parts,  besides 
those  tliat  are  now  under  consideration,  have  not  been  satisfactorily  de- 
monstrated, this  subject  will  be  postponed,  to  be  resumed  at  some  future 
period. 

From  the  remarkable  appearance  of  the  pineal  gland,  in  cases  1,3 
and  4,  Section  III..,  1  was  mduced  to  examine  the  parts  connected  with 
this  organ ;  and  the  result  of  my  investigation  will  be  found  in  the  fol- 
lowing paragraphs. 

V.  It  is  not  pretended,  however,  because  the  organization  of  the  pineal 
gland  was  in  a  morbid  condition,  it  was  the  sole  cause  of  idiocy  in  cases 
3  and  4,  Section  111. ;  yet  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose,  the  diseased 
state  of  tliis  organ  may  have  had  an  influence  in  diminishing  the  activity 
of  the  brain. 

VJ.  It  is  thought  by  many  to  be  capable  of  demonstration,  the  dis- 
eased state  of  the  ganglia  of  the  trisplanchnic  nerve  may  have  an  im- 
portant agency  in  impairing,  disturbing,  and  even  destroying  the  func- 
tions of  viscera  essential  to  life. 

VII.  Hence,  if  it  be  established,  the  glands  and  other  bodies  contained 
in  the  cavity  of  the  cranium  are  found  to  discharge  the  office  of  ganglia, 
the  brain  will  undoubtedly  be  liable  to  suffer  from  the  disordered  affec- 
tions of  these  parts. 

VIII.  Glandular  pinealis  is  for  the  most  part  of  a  conical  form,  and 
is  situated  on  the  back  part  of  the  posterior  commissure.  Its  base  is  at- 
tached by  a  short  slender  neck  to  a  short  transverse  medullary  cord, 
which,  at  each  of  its  extremities,  divides  into  two  pedunculi,  the  anterior 
and  posterior.  The  former  passes  over  the  thalamus  nervi  optici  near 
its  internal  margin,  and  finally  terminates  in  the  eminentia  mammillaris. 
In  its  passage,  it  sends  a  few  filaments  to  the  optic  couch,  and  one  to  the 
anterior  crus  of  the  fornix,  just  before  it  arrives  at  its  ultimate  destina- 
tion. The  latter,  which  is  much  shorter  than  the  former,  takes  a  direc- 
tion backward,  and  is  united  with  the  quadrigeminal  bodies. 

IX.  The  eminentiae  mammillares  are  two  small  hemispherical  bodies, 
situated  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  anterior  to  the  cribriform  plate,  and 
posterior  to  the  junction  of  the  optic  nerve.  From  each  of  these  bodies 
proceed  three  nerves,  or  medullary  cords,  an  anterior,  middle  and 
posterior. 

X.  The  first,  or  anterior  cord,  penetrates  the  anterior  lobes  of  the 
brain,  and  ma}^  be  traced  to  a  considerable  distance  into  its  substance. 

XI.  The  second,  or  middle  cord,  under  the  several  appellations  of 
anterior  and  posterior  crura  of  the  fornix  and  corpus  fimbriatum,  extends 
from  the  eminentia  mammillaris  to  the  bulb  of  the  pes  hippocampi  ma- 
jor. This  cord,  having,  like  the  nerves  belonging  to  the  ganglionary 
system,  connection  with  small  masses  of  gray  substances,  furnishing  va- 
rious organs  with  nervous  filaments,  and  anastomosing  with  other  cords, 
is  justly  entitled  to  the  rank  of  a  nerve. 

XII.  The  anterior  crura  of  the  fornix  go  upward  and  backward,  gra- 
dually approximating  each  other,  till  they  come  in  contact  in  the  ante- 
rior part  of  the  lateral  ventricles  ;  soon  after  their  junction  they  begin 
to  diverge,  and  continue  to  diverge,  assuming  in  their  course  the  name 
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of  posterior  crura,  until  they  reach  the  pedes  hippocampi  majores  ;  when, 
under  the  name  of  corpora  fimbriata,  they  follow  the  course  of  these  bo- 
dies, to  which  they  adhere  almost  to  their  termination.  These  cords  or 
nerves  send  oft*  fibrillae,  which,  in  some  subjects,  from  their  peculiar  dis-. 
tributioii  on  the  inferior  face  of  the  fornix,  have  been  considered  not 
iriaptly  to  bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  strings  of  a  lyre.  These  fi- 
brillae supply  with  nervous  influence  the  part  of  the  corpus  callosum, 
where  this  and  the  fornix  coalesce. 

XIII.  The  third,  or  posterior  cord,  penetrates  the  body  of  the  optic 
couch,  and  ascending,  till  it  arrives  nearly  to  the  semicircularis  geminum, 
it  soon  separates  into  a  number  of  filaments,  which  run  backward  paral- 
lel to  the  above-mentioned  cord,  and,  finally,  emerging  from  the  optic 
couch,  unite  with  the  filaments  of  the  semicircularis  to  form  a  plexus. 

XIV.  The  ttfinia  semicircularis  geminum  originates  from  the  tuber 
cinereum,  and  anastomoses  with  the  anterior  crus  of  the  fornix  ;  and, 
receiving  a  branch  from  the  anterior  peduncle  of  the  pineal  gland,  takes 
a  direction  backward,  coursing  between  the  thalamus  nervi  optici  and 
corpus  striatum,  till  it  meets  the  branches  of  the  posterior  cord  of  the  emi- 
neniia  mannnillaris,  when,  dividing  into  filaments,  it  unites  with  those  of 
the  former  body  to  form  a  plexus. 

XV.  The  result  of  the  union  of  these  two  nerves,  Sections  XIII.  and 
XIV.,  if  it  be  allowed  to  call  them  so,  is  the  formation  of  a  plexus,  from 
which  filaments  are  distributed  to  the  optic  couch,  and  the  flooring  of 
the  inferior  horn  of  the  lateral  ventricles  ;  some  also  are  continued  to  the 
extremity  of  this  sinus,  and  anastomose  with  the  posterior  filaments  of 
the  anterior  commissure,  before  they  disappear. 

XVI.  The  commissura  anterior  is  a  round  medullary  cord,  which  tra- 
verses the  middle  lobes  of  the  cerebral  hemispheres,  and  terminates  in  a 
radiating  lash  of  filaments  ;  some  extending  forward  as  fir  as  the  fissure 
of  Sylvius,  others  backward  to  the  descending  horn  of  the  lateral  ven- 
tricles ;  the  former  anastomosing  with  the  root  or  origin  of  the  olfactory 
nerve,  the  latter  with  the  filaments  proceeding  from  the  plexus  formed 
by  the  branches  of  tlie  semicircularis,  and  the  posterior  cord  of  the 
eminentia  mammillaris  (and  the  corpus  fimbriatum. — Meckel). 

It  is  slightly  curvilinear,  with  its  convex  part  forward  :  a  small  portion 
of  it  may  be  seen  in  the  third  ventricle,  just  before  the  anterior  crura 
of  the  fornix. 

XVII.  If  we  take  a  survey  of  the  wide  range  which  the  cords  or 
nerves,  above  described,  perform,  the  mind  must  be  convinced  of  the 
similarity  existing  between  these  and  the  nerves  of  the  ganglionary  sys- 
tem in  the  other  cavities.  In  tracing  the  cords  from  ganglion  to  ganglion, 
commencing  with  the  pineal  gland,  we  find  that  the  posterior  peduncle 
is  connected  with  the  tubercula  quadrigemina,  and  the  anterior  with  the 
eminentia  mammillaris  ;  that  from  the  eminentia  mammillaris  depart 
three  medullary  cords,  an  anterior,  middle  and  posterior ;  the  two  latter 
travel  backwards,  the  middle  terminating  in  the  corpus  fimbriatum,  and 
the  posterior  anastomosing  with  the  semicircularis  to  form  a  plexus ;  that 
the  branches  of  the  anterior  commissure  are  united  with  those  of  the 
above  plexus  and  the  corpus  fimbriatum  posteriorly,  and  anteriorly  with 
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the  external  root  or  origin  of  the  olfactory  nerve;  and  that  this  nerve  is 
connected  by  its  internal  root  or  ovigm  eitlier  immediately  or  through  the 
medium  of  the  tuber  cinereum  with  the  optic  nerve.  To  this  it  may  be 
added,  the  anterior  commissure  is  connected  with  the  tuber  cinereum. 
Hence  by  the  agency  of  the  above-mentioned  cords  and  their  append- 
ages, the  ganglia,  a  stimulus  necessary  to  its  functions  is  not  only  sup- 
plied to  the  brain,  but  a  mutual  relation  is  preserved  between  the  peri- 
pheral and  the  central  parts  of  this  viscus,  and  the  optic  nerve. 

XVIil.  The  glandula  pituitaria  is  an  isolated  mass  of  gray  substance, 
lodged  in  the  sella  turcica,  and  furnished  with  a  neck  or  twig  ;  which 
by  IVIeckel  is  thought  to  be  attached  to  the  anterior  commissure.  In 
these  respects,  as  well  as  in  its  diseases,  it  has  a  striking  analogy  to  the 
pineal  gland. 

XIX.  The  tuber  cinereum,  viewed  from  the  base  of  the  brain,  is  of  a 
triangular  form,  and  situated  between  the  junction  of  the  optic  nerves,  and 
the  mammillary  eminences.  It  is  attached  by  its  apex,  to  the  decus- 
sating portion  of  the  former ;  but  its  base  lies  towards  the  latter.  This 
mass  has  all  the  properties  of  a  ganglion.  Its  thickness  is  very  con- 
siderable, and  embraces  the  greater  part  of  the  anterior  ])illars  of  the 
fornix,  and  the  parts  of  the  nerves  that  anastomose  with  them  ;  viz., 
the  anterior  pedunculi  of  the  pineal  gland,  and  the  taenia  semicircularis 
geminum  ;  and  also  a  portion  of  the  anterior  cord  of  the  eminentiae  mam- 
millares.  The  infundibulum  enters  the  inferior  face  of  this  body  near  its 
centre. 

From  a  review  of  the  structure,  arrangement  and  distribution  of  the 
various  organs,  above  described  ;  and  their  being  particularly  adapted  to 
accomplish  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  evidently  designed,  the 
mind  is  irresistibly  impelled  to  the  conclusion,  the  energy  and  activity 
of  the  brain,  like  the  liver,  heart,  and  other  viscera  in  the  abdominal 
and  thoracic  cavities,  must  depend  on  a  ganglionary  system  of  nerves. 
Should  this  position  be  eventually  established,  it  would  alibrd  a  foundation 
for  the  attainment  of  a  clearer  and  more  precise  knowledge  of  the  phy- 
siology of  the  brain. 

Supplement. — My  opportunities  for  dissection  being  very  precarious,  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  pursue  the  study  of  the  anatomy  of  the  brain 
with  the  regularity  and  constancy  which  so  complex  an  organ  demands. 
This  may  serve  as  an  apology  for  the  additional  description  of  the  in- 
fundibulum and  its  connections. 

Since  the  manuscript  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  publishers,  an 
opportunity  of  dissecting  the  brain,  and  of  obtaining  a  more  precise 
knowledge  of  the  relative  situation  of  the  infundibulum,  the  tuber  cine- 
reum and  the  anterior  commissure,  has  presented  itself. 

The  brain  was  placed  on  its  vertical  surface,  and  the  optic  nerves  were 
cautiously  detached  from  its  connections  from  before  backward,  till  the 
membrane,  which  closes  the  anterior  extremity  of  the  iter  ad  infundibu- 
lum, came  into  view.  The  removal  of  this  membrane  opened  a  free 
communication  between  the  third  ventricle  and  the  surface  of  the  brain  ; 
and,  through  the  aperture  made  by  the  removal  of  the  membrane,  the 
orifice  of  the  infundibulum  was  conspicuous.    On  folding  back  with  pre- 
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caution  the  optic  nerves,  and  introducing  the  point  of  the  blow-pipe 
into  the  orifice  of  the  infundibukim,  its  canal  was  inflated  through  its 
whole  extent. 

The  border  of  the  aperture,  which  was  circular,  and  which  had  been 
closed  by  the  above-mentioned  membrane,  consisted  of  gray  substance, 
one  portion  of  which  was  attached  to  the  commissure  above,  and  another 
was  blended  with  the  tuber  cinereum  below ;  so  that  the  tuber  and  the 
gray  substance  that  surrounds  the  aperture  may  be  regarded  as  a  con- 
tinuous mass.  In  this  subject,  the  infundibulum  was  not  adherent  to  the 
anterior  commissure,  but  to  the  tuber  cinereum  :  hence  the  pituitary 
gland  could  exert  no  influence  over  this  medullary  cord,  except  through 
the  agency  of  the  tuber  cinereum ;  to  which  body  I  consider  the  pituitary 
gland  to  be  an  auxihary  appendage. 


TREATMENT  OF  SYNCOPE  AFTER  DELIVERY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  take  occasion  to  communicate  a  discovery,  which  I  have  made, 
for  your  valuable  Journal,  if  it  be  a  discovery,  and  you  deem  it  worthy 
a  place  in  your  pages.  I  have  mentioned  it  to  quite  a  number  of  my 
medical  friends,  all  of  whom  say  they  never  saw  any  mention  of  it  in 
any  work,  and  never  heard  of  it  before,  and  they  all  have  urged  me  to 
communicate  it  to  you  for  publication  to  the  profession.  My  discovery 
is — compression  of  the  abdominal  aorta  in  cases  of  faintness  after  de- 
livery. Who  that  has  long  practised  in  this  branch  of  our  business,  has 
not  been  often  terrified  by  the  sudden  and  unexpected  occurrence  of  a 
severe  fit  of  syncope  to  a  patient  within  an  hour  or  two  after  delivery, 
even  when  every  human  precaution  has  been  taken  ?  Who  has  not 
seen  the  lamp  of  life,  in  these  circumstances,  so  flicker  that  it  appeared 
every  moment  ready  to  go  out,  even  while  every  known  remedy  was 
being  employed  to  keep  it  burning  ?  Compression  of  the  aorta  at  the 
umbilicus  (it  is  easily  done)  will  immediately  rally  the  patient.  Com- 
pression may  be  continued  till  stimulants  will  have  time  to  operate,  and 
restore  the  necessary  nervous  influence,  and  be  gradually  abated  as  this  in- 
fluence is  restored.  It  is  already  known  that  compression  of  the  ab- 
dominal aorta  is  the  most  eflJectual  remedy  for  hemorrhage  after  delivery. 
Syncope  is  sometimes  the  consequence  of  hemorrhage.  This  compression 
is  the  surest,  safest  and  readiest  remedy  known  for  either  of  these  diffi- 
culties, or  both  together.  Syncope  sometimes  ensues  when  no  hemor- 
rhage or  other  untoward  condition  is  present.  Compression  of  the  aorta 
at  the  umbilicus  will  stop  the  faintness,  and  do  no  evil  to  other  condi- 
tions. Let  all  try  it  who  would  prevent  the  occurrence  of  those  sudden 
deaths  that  we  sometimes  hear  of  as  happening  without  any  known  cause. 
None  need  have  any  apprehensions,  in  trying  it,  of  trespassing  upon  my 
private  rights,  for  I  have  no  idea  of  securing  letters  patent,  as  has  been 
done  in  some  other  cases  !  Samuel  C.  Wait,  M.D. 

Gouverneur,  N.  Y,,  May  5,  1851. 
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LARGE  NUMBER  OF  WORMS  DISCHARGED  FROM  A  CHILD. 

BY  D.  T.  MARTIN,  M.D.,   PULASKI    COUNTY,  VA. 

February  20,  1851,  I  was  called  at  7  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  visit  a  child, 
5  years  old,  the  daughter  of  J.  W.  H.,  in  the  town  of  Newbern,  Pu- 
laski County,  Virginia.  According  to  the  account  given  by  her  pa- 
rents, she  had  been  a  little  unwell  for  two  or  three  days  ;  but  on  the 
day  previous  to  my  visit,  she  was  suddenly  taken  with  pain  in  the  ab- 
domen and  vomiting.  As  her  habit  was  known  to  be  costive,  her  pa- 
rents gave  an  enema  of  castor  oil  and  warm  water,  as  well  as  oil  by 
the  mouth.  They  also  applied  fomentations  to  the  abdomen,  and  gave 
a  large  quantity  of  laudanum  (according  to  their  statement  about  5  ij. 
in  twenty  hours),  without  relief.  At  the  time  she  was  examined  by 
me,  I  found  her  laboring  under  the  symptoms  of  colic,  pain  in  the  re- 
gion of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  the  muscles  of  the  abdomen  drawn 
up  into  ridges  or  knots,  with  some  tenderness  upon  pressure  about  the 
umbilicus,  constant  inclination  to  lean  forward  and  lie  upon  the  face, 
tossing  to  and  fro,  retching  and  vomiting  every  few  minutes,  throwing 
up  a  fiothy  mucus,  mixed  with  a  little  bile  ;  the  tongue  coated  with  a 
yellowish  fur  ;  there  was  also  some  fever,  the  pulse  being  full  and  fre- 
quent, though  compressible. 

I  gave  her  calomel,  grs.  iv.  ;  Dover's  powder,  grs.  ij.  ;  to  be  followed 
in  four  hours  by  castor  oil,  and  apphed  sinapisms  and  fomentations  to 
the  abdomen.  The  oil  was  taken,  but  afterwards  thrown  up  from  the 
stomach. 

I  again  visited  her  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  gave  calomel,  grs.  ij. ; 
Dover's  powder,  gr.  j.  ;  after  which  she  slept  about  four  hours,  at  which 
time  she  was  aroused  for  the  purpose  of  giving  an  enema  composed  of 
warm  water,  castor  oil,  and  spirits  of  turpentine.  She  now  complained 
of  a  choking,  whereupon  about  ten  drops  of  spirits  of  turpentine  were 
given  by  the  mouth.  Some  time  elapsed,  and  she  had  a  small  passage, 
in  which  were  five  or  six  lumbricoides ;  after  the  lapse  of  an  hour  she 
had  a  second  passage,  in  which  were  four  or  five  worms  of  the  same 
kind.  She  then  slept  about  two  hours,  when  she  awoke  and  had  the 
third  passage,  which  brought  one  hundred  and  fourteen  worms  (lumbri- 
coides), making  in  all  one  hundred  and  twenty.  I  understood  from  her 
father  to-day  (February  25th)  that  she  had  had  another  passage  on  the 
evening  of  the  21  st  inst.,  in  which  were  sixteen  worms  of  the  same 
kind,  making  in  all  one  hundred  and  forty. 

The  novelty  of  this  case  does  not  consist  so  much  in  the  symptoms 
or  treatment,  as  in  the  number  of  worms  discharged. —  The  Stethoscope, 
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EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Rhodes,  March  20th,  1851. — I  have  been  contemplating  the  skeleton,  as 
it  were,  of  this  once  magnificent  city,  and  the  impoverished  and  forsaken 
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looking  island  that  formerly  possessed  one  of  the  seven  wonders  of  the 
world,  the  Colossus,  which  was  both  a  statue  and  a  lighthouse,  150  feet  high. 
History  abounds  with  curious  and  extraorriinary  accounts  of  the  ancient 
power,  grandeur,  wealth  and  refinement  of  Rhodes.  Ii  is  S6  miles  long, 
by  IS  broad,  abounding  in  wood,  with  a  soil  that  would  produce  abundantly, 
were  the  bast  effort  made  on  the  surface;  but  such  is  the  policy  of  the 
Turkish  government,  that  poverty  broods  over  the  forest  of  pillared  ruins 
which  are  spread  out  in  every  direction,  and  desolation  is  indicated  as  far 
as  the  eye  can  extend,  from  its  principal  port  into  the  interior.  Khodes 
was  densely  peopled  before  the  Trojan  war,  and  while  Homer  was  living 
contained  three  great  cities.  The  city  of  Khodes,  at  the  period  of  its  me- 
ridian glory,  is  represented  to  have  been  nine  miles  in  circumference,  and 
appears  to  have  been  a  little  west  of  the  present  town,  on  the  margin  of  the 
island.  At  the  present  moment,  there  are  but  about  30,000  inhabitants  on 
the  whole  territory — three  fourths  of  whom  reside  within  the  city  walls 
and  immediate  neighborhood.  A  high,  strong  wall,  with  several  stately 
edifices,  were  the  creation  of  the  Knights  of  Malta,  who  were  driven  from 
their  strong  hold  by  the  Turks,  in  1522,  under  Suleiman  the  Magnificent. 
There  is  neither  trade,  manuAictures,  nor  agriculture — and  how  the  inha- 
bitants subsist,  is  quite  a  mystery.  There  are  40  villages  throughout  the 
whole  island,  but  the  people  neither  plant  nor  reap,  and  their  degradation 
surpasses  belief.  Such  is  the  imagined  holiness  and  purity  of  the  Mus- 
sulmen,  that  neither  Jew,  Greek,  Christian,  nor  any  one  not  professing  Ma- 
hommedan  tenets,  are  permitted  to  remain  within  the  town  at  the  hour  of 
closing  the  evening  gates.  For  some  years  past,  the  Greek  shipwrights 
have  infused  considerable  activity  into  the  place,  by  havirjg,  not  unfre- 
quently,  IS  vessels  on  the  stocks  at  a  time;  and  while  the  benefits  arising 
from  the  employment  of  hundreds  was  felt  to  be  of  importance  to  the 
whole  community,  the  Sfovernment  gained  a  regular  income.  With  a  view 
to  grasping  more,  the  blighting  policy  of  this  abominable  system  of  govern- 
ment, it  sent  forth  an  order,  a  short  while  since,  that  no  vessel  should  here- 
after be  launched  unless  the  owners  obligated  themselves  to  sail  it  under 
the  Turkish  flag.  This  was  a  condition  that  no  one  would  comply  with, 
and  the  business  of  Rhodes,  therefore,  has  dwindled  down  to  nothing,  and 
the  government  now  is  without  a  particle  of  revenue  from  the  island.  A 
new  plan  is  in  agitation,  to  make  it  a  general  quarantine  station.  There 
is  not  a  road  on  the  island,  and  even  fire  wood  cannot  be  brought  to  the 
town.;  not  a  covv  or  sheep  is  pastured,  and  on  my  arrival  the  British  consul 
said  that  there  had  been  no  meat  to  be  had  for  four  days,  on  account  of  a 
high  wind  that  interrupted  all  intercourse  with  the  opposite  shore,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Caramanian  mountains.  The  earthquake  of  Feb.  2Sth,  more 
disastrous  than  had  occurred  for  many  years,  made  terrible  work  with  the 
city.  St.  John's  Tower,  a  vast  stone  structure  within  the  wall,  facing  the 
harbor,  was  rent  from  top  to  bottom.  After  standing  more  than  four  cen- 
turies, a  surprising  monument  of  the  skill,  thoroughness  and  mechanical 
ingenuity  of  the  knights,  it  will  now  have  to  be  taken  down,  or  it  will  fall 
into  the  basin  of  the  large  harbor,  and  utterly  destroy  what  remains  of  an 
anchorage  at  that  point.  The  grandmaster's  palace  is  equally  shattered, 
and  the  eastern  gate  is  crushed  at  the  top  of  the  arch.  This  frightful  ca- 
tastrophe has  given  a  finishing  air  to  Rhodes.  Sixty  miles  to  the  east,  a 
mountain  opened,  into  a  rent  of  which  a  village  with  its  200  inhabitants 
fell,  and  the  mighty  precipices  came  together  again. 

I  had  but  an  imperfect  view  of  Patmos,  where  the  book  of  Revelation 
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was  written ;  but  Samos,  Cos,  and  many  other  islands,  renowned  in  the 
revolutions  to  which  this  entire  region  of  country  has  been  incident  from 
immemorial  time,  were  examined  with  unusual  emotions. 

Smyrna. — For  five  days,  I  have  been  incarcerated  in  a  vile  hole,  called 
the  quarantine  ground,  with  Arabs,  Turks,  Armenians,  Jews,  Christians, 
infidels,  and  rascals  of  all  kinds.  The  costumes  are  as  various  as  the 
characters  and  dispositions  of  the  wearers.  Some  are  in  Albanian  petti- 
coats. Think  of  a  hale  six-footer,  in  a  red  cap,  mustaches  two  inches 
long,  white  stockings,  and  a  petticoat  of  white  cotton  reaching  to  his  knees, 
containing  ten  yards  of  material !  Each  one  has  to  pay  room  rent,  and 
the  hire  of  a  dirty  fellow  to  watch  him  while  he  remains.  I  pay  a  man 
in  the  city  two  dollars  a  day  for  two  meals  and  a  kind  of  bed  for  the  night. 
There  is  neither  hospital,  inspection  of  any  kind,  or  even  conveniences  for 
having  a  handkerchief  washed.  On  arriving  in  port,  away  goes  every- 
thing into  the  quarantine.  If  the  individual  has  food  of  his  own,  he  is  at 
liberty  to  consume  it;  if  money,  he  may  order  food  from  a  hotel ;  or, 
having  neither,  he  may  starve  to  death,  and  be  buried,  without  exciting 
either  sympathy  or  inquiry.  On  the  day  before  pratique  is  given,  a  doctor 
pops  his  head  into  the  apartments,  without  knowing  or  caring  a  whit  about 
a  soul  in  the  establishment,  and,  if  the  fees  are  paid,  pronounces  each  one 
who  pays  the  money  down  free  from  the  plague.  All  the  quarantine  de- 
tentions in  Syria,  Egypt,  Turkey  and  Greece,  are  contrivances  of  Italians, 
who  make  use  of  them  for  their  own  personal  benefit.  A  simultaneous 
efibrt  by  the  European  governments,  representing  the  facts  as  they  are, 
would  instantly  sweep  away  the  whole  of  these  shameful  obstructions  to 
maritime  intercourse ;  but  unfortunately,  the  English,  both  at  Malta  and 
Corfu,  are  playing  precisely  the  same  iniquitous  game,  with  precisely  the 
same  object — revenue  ;  consequently  not  a  word  is  said,  and  the  Italian 
leeches  are  sucking  the  pockets  dry  of  all  who  unfortunately  fall  within 
their  official  clutches. 

Here,  in  Smyrna,  was  one  of  the  seven  churches — not  a  stone  of  which 
can  be  recognized,  though  the  site  is  fully  established.  Within  the  fortress, 
lying  at  the  top  of  a  hill,  back  of  the  town,  now  in  ruins,  Polycarp,  a  suc- 
cessor of  the  apostles,  was  martyred.  Sardis,  Philadelphia,  Ephesus,  &c., 
where  other  churches  referred  to  in  the  New  Testament  were  located,  are 
within  a  circle  of  two  days'  ride,  on  horseback.  The  monument  of  Sesos- 
tris,  an  Egyptian  king,  who  subdued  this  country,  and  having  died  on  a 
conquering  expedition,  was  buried  in  an  obscure  spot,  about  28  miles  dis- 
tant, was  not  long  ago  discovered — and  proves  Herodotus  to  have  been  an 
accurate,  reliable  historian.  It  is  in  relief,  the  size  of  life,  on  the  face  of  a 
rock,  and  was  executed  thirteen  hundred  years  before  the  commencement 
of  the  Christian  era.  In  no  Turkish  city  have  the  bazars  presented  a 
neater  appearance,  a  greater  variety,  or  an  indication  of  equal  thrift. 
Italians  seem  to  be  in  every  thing  and  every  where  in  Smyrna.  The 
burying  grounds,  crowded  with  tall,  dark,  gloomy  cyprus  trees,  together 
with  thousands  of  rickety,  half  fallen,  and  broken  tombstones,  made  top- 
heavy  with  imitations  of  turbans,  in  a  huge  lump  of  marble,  are  dreary 
abodes  even  for  the  dead.  Notwithstanding  the  overwrought  encomiums 
bestowed  upon  them  by  enthusiastic  travellers,  they  have  not  a  single  re- 
deeming feature  to  a  person  who  has  seen  the  Campo  Santo,  at  Naples,  or 
Mount  Auburn,  near  Boston.  From  the  castle  is  obtained  an  admirable 
view  of  Smyrna  bay,  the  city  below,  with  its  caravanseras,  minarets,  gar- 
dens, and  charming  environs,  for  a  considerable  distance  into  the  country. 


304  Bulwer  and  Forbes  on  the  Water  Treatment. 


In  short,  after  peeping  at  and  into  various  things  that  were  novelties,  and 
some  that  were  not,  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Smyrna  is  rapidly  ap- 
proaching civilization.  Even  now,  about  as  many  hats  are  worn  as  red 
caps  !  The  Jevv's  have  eleven  synagogues — but  a  hundred  are  needed,  if 
such  would  better  their  morals.  Greeks  are  too  often  cheats,  every  one 
admits  ;  and  the  Turks,  though  much  more  honest  than  any  from  the  world 
of  barbarians  who  have  taken  up  their  residence  either  here  or  in  other 
parts  of  the  empire,  are  not  unmindful  of  their  own  interest.  Five  days 
ago,  a  great  Persian  caravan  arrived,  laden  with  rugs,  carpets,  shawls,  silks, 
and  beautiful  stuffs,  which  appears  to  have  caused  considerable  excitement. 
Three  times  a  year  comes  an  army  of  camels,  which  gives  an  impetus  to 
trade.  I  went  down  to  the  encampment  of  one  lately  arrived,  to  see  the 
show.  The  animals  were  far  superior  to  any  in  Syria  or  Egypt.  Their 
saddles,  too,  were  excellent,  and  well  fitted  to  the  humps,  which  is  not 
often  the  case  with  those  in  common  use  on  the  desert,  where  it  would  seem 
they  ought  to  be  the  best.  One  improvement  in  the  face-covering  of  the 
Turkish  females  was  noticed,  that  does  not  interfere  so  constantly  with  re- 
spiration, as  the  thick  veils,  corners  of  a  sheet,  and  such  like  coverings,  that 
the  same  class  usually  wear  in  other  towns  and  cities  further  south.  A 
black  piece  of  gauze  appears  tq  be  stiffened  with  starch,  and  stretched  over 
a  semicircular  piece  of  wire,  which  by  its  weight  stretches  the  veil  down 
as  far  as  the  tip  of  the  nose,  and  thus  they  wander  through  the  narrow 
streets,  half  the  face,  a  little  way  off,  appearing  black.  They  shufHe  along 
in  yellow  boots,  stuck  loosely  into  a  pair  of  slippers — followed  by  their 
perpetual  janus,  a  coal  black  eunuch  ;  or  if  two  or  three  ladies  are  together, 
a  female  slave  or  two  answers  all  the  purpose  of  servants  and  watchers. 

Smyrna  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  full  measure  of  public  health. 
The  diseases  present  nothing  remarkable  in  their  character.  The  city  is 
an  old  one,  and  intimately  associated  with  extraordinary  historical  events, 
notwithstanding  the  common  idea  that  it  is  simply  a  place  for  shipping  figs. 
A  population  of  15,000,  together  with  the  strangers  always  here,  make 
considerable  bustle,  in  spite  of  the  smoking  apathy  of  the  Turjis.  Every 
shop-keeper  sits  flat  on  his  floor — all  his  food  and  chattels  being  within 
arm's  length.  Wholesale  dealers  squat  in  a  spot  scarcely  larger  than  a  pew 
of  a  modern  church,  in  their  stocking  feet,  forever  smoking.  Whenever  a 
customer  wishes  to  examine  a  particular  specimen  of  their  fabrics  or  wares, 
another  smoking  drone  puts  on  his  slippers  deliberately,  walks  off  to  the 
magazine,  and  in  his  own  snail-like  manner  returns  with  what  is  called 
for.  No  anxiety  for  a  trade  is  manifested  in  a  Turk's  countenance.  One 
of  the  extraordinary  things  that  astonishes  a  stranger  here,  is  the  immense 
burdens  laboring  men  carry  on  their  backs.  They  have  a  kind  of  saddle, 
suspended  from  the  shoulders,  on  which  the  packages  are  laid,  and  stooping 
forward  they  march  off  with  the  orderly  pace  of  a  camel.  I  met  one  with 
a  barrel  of  new  rum  on  his  back,  lettered  Bostoii  manufacture. 


Bulwer  and  Forbes  on  the  Water  Treatment. — A  little  volume  has  just 
appeared  from  the  press  of  Messrs.  Fowlers  &  Co.,  New  York,  called 
"Bulwer  and  Forbes  on  the  Water  Treatment;  a  compilation  of  papers 
on  the  subject  of  Hygiene  and  Rational  Hydropathy;  edited  by  R.  S. 
Houghton,  M.D."  We  have  perused  this  book  with  much  care,  in  con- 
sideration of  its  being  mostly  written  by  gentlemen  distinguished  for  their 
literary  and  scientific  attainments.    As  regards  Sir  Edward  Lytton  Bui- 
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wer,  we  have  not  quite  so  much  confidence  in  him  as  we  have  in  the 
other  writers,  from  the  fact  that  his  object  is  apparently  the  recommenda- 
tion of  a  certain  water-cure  establishment  at  Malvern,  kept  by  one  Dr. 
James  Wilson,  a  disciple  of  the  immortal  Priessnitz.  Dr.  John  Forbes's 
chapter,  "  a  Review  of  Hydropathy,"  is  certainly  written  with  much 
candor,  and  in  a  spirit  which  entitles  it  to  our  respect.  It  should  be  care- 
fully read  by  every  medical  man.  The  "  two  chapters  on  bathing  and 
the  water  treatment,"  by  Dr.  Erasmus  Wilson,  are  scientifically  and  inge- 
niously prepared,  and  will,  perhaps,  change  the  minds  of  some  in  favor  of 
the  system  of  bathing  in  disease  as  well  as  in  health.  The  paper  by  Sir 
Charles  Scudamore,  M.D.,  "  a  Medical  Investigation  of  the  Water-cure 
Treatment,"  is  written  with  that  spirit  which  is  ever  best  calculated  to 
disarm  prejudice,  and  to  secure  respect  for  the  opinions  advanced.  Sir 
Charles's  sentiments  respecting  ignorant  men  undertaking  to  practise  hy- 
dropathy, perfectly  agree  with  our  own.  We  give  the  following  extract.  He 
says — "I  much  fear  that,  from  the  facility  and  apparent  simplicity  of  the 
practice,  and  the  temptation  to  pecuniary  gain,  persons  without  the  qualifi- 
cation of  medical  education  will  be  induced,  not  only  to  form  water  estab- 
lishments, but  to  conduct  them  altogether,  and  boldly  undertake  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  public  health.  In  no  illiberal  spirit,  but  from  honest 
feelings,  I  protest  against  this  monstrous  pretension  and  error.  Diagnosis 
IS  MOST  ESSENTIAL.  Who  that  is  untaught  and  inexperienced,  can  under- 
stand the  different  kinds,  and  the  many  phases  of  disease  I  And  without 
such  discrimination,  and  also  judicious  estimate  of  the  powers  of  the  m- 
dividual  to  bear  treatment,  how  can  its  amount  be  properly  prescribed  ?" 
The  chapter  on  "  The  Cold-water  Cure  ;  its  Use  and  Misuse,"  by  Herbert 
Mayo,  M.D.,  is  written  in  a  style  that  might  be  expected  from  one  of  such 
high  attainments.  Dr.  Mayo  was  suffering  from  a  severe  attack  of  rheu- 
matism or  gout,  and  in  despair  of  ever  getting  cured  from  the  usual  reme- 
dies, took  to  the  cold  waters  of  Marienberg,  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine, 
and  there  placed  himself  under  the  care  of  a  Dr.  Schmitz.  Although 
he  was  not  czcred  of  his  maladies,  he  nevertheless  experienced  much  im- 
provement by  the  proper  treatment  with  cold  water.  The  last  chapter  in 
this  book  is  written  by  the  editor.  Dr.  Houghton,  who  gives  his  observa- 
tions on  water  cure,  and  sums  up  the  evidence  of  the  distinguished  writers 
already  mentioned.  While  we  have  the  most  perfect  respect  for  the  opi- 
nions of  such  learned  men,  we  must  beg  to  differ  from  them  relative  to 
the  universal  use  of  water  as  a  therapeutical  agent.  We  have  always 
contended  that  water,  in  its  proper  application,  might  be  used  in  disease, 
and  our  hostility  has  never  been  against  a  reasonable  use  of  it  in  health 
or  sickness,  but  rather  directed  towards  the  uneducated  and  unprincipled 
practitioners  who  have  adopted  hydropathy  as  they  would  a  new  fashion, 
or  for  gain. — We  are  indebted  to  Fetridge  &Co.,  74  Washington  St.,  for  a 
copy  of  the  above-named  work. 


Pharmacopceia  of  the  United  States. — "  The  Pharmacopoeia  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  By  authority  of  the  National  Convention 
held  at  Washington,  A.  D.  1850.  Philadelphia  :  Lippincott,  Grambo  & 
Co.  1851."  This  standard  work  comes  to  us  in  an  improved  style,  and 
containing  much  additional  matter.  We  presume  it  unnecessary  to  enter 
into  details,  as  to  the  important  alterations  that  have  been  made  in  it 
since  1840,  or  the  value  that  should  be  placed  upon  such  a  book  by  the 
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profession  and  dispensing  apothecaries.  A  mere  announcement  that  it  is 
completed  by  the  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  is  for  sale  by  the 
publishers,  must  be  sufficient  to  cause  it  to  be  sought  for.  The  Committee 
certainly  deserve  our  thanks  for  the  able  manner  in  which  they  have  dis- 
charged their  duties.  The  work  is  not  only  creditable  to  them,  but  is  an 
honor  to  the  medical  profession  and  to  the  country  whose  name  it  bears. 


BungUson  on  New  Remedies. — Messrs.  Blanchard  &  Lea,  publishers,  of 
Philadelphia,  have  just  issued  from  press  another  edition  of  the  able  work 
by  Dr.  Dunglison  on  "  New  Remedies."  This  makes  the  sixth  edition 
that  has  been  published.  It  contains  extensive  additions,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned,  an  index  of  diseases,  with  the  particular  page  to  which 
the  various  remedies  prescribed  in  those  diseases  are  referred  to.  We 
look  upon  this  work  as  one  well  stored  with  therapeutical  information,  and 
which  we  can  always  consult  as  good  authority.  Every  useful  remedy  in 
treating  disease  is  mentioned,  the  authority  given,  with  the  mode  of  pre- 
paration and  administration,  so  that  those  who  possess  this  edition  will 
have  a  knowledge  of  all  the  old  and  standard  remedies,  tofrether  with  the 
new  ones  up  to  the  present  time.  ,  For  sale  by  Ticknor  &  Co. 


Atte?npt  to  produce  Abortion  loith  Oil  of  Tansy,  followed  by  Death. — 
Coroner  Pratt  was  called  last  Wednesday,  to  hold  an  inquest  on  the  body 
of  Elizabeth  Sherman,  21  years  of  age,  who  had  been  employed  for  some 
time  past  as  seamstress  in  a  family  in  Kingston  street,  Boston,  and  who 
died,  after  an  illness  of  three  or  four  hours.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict 
that  she  came  to  her  death  in  consequence  of  taking  two  ounces  of  oil  of 
tansy  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  abortion. 

The  apothecary  did  wrong  to  sell  that  quantity,  and  especially  to  a  child 
of  10  or  12  years  of  age,  without  a  prescription  from  a  physician. 


Sale  of  Poisons  by  Apothecaries. — It  is  quite  time  for  our  Legislature  to 
pass  a  law  restraining  apothecaries  from  selling  poisonous  substances  with- 
out a  physician's  order.  The  necessity  of  such  restriction  has  been  re- 
peatedly advocated  in  our  pages,  but  we  believe  there  never  has  been  any 
definite  action  taken  on  the  subject  by  our  Legislature.  If  any  thing 
would  seem  to  demand  immediate  action  by  our  law-makers,  it  is  to  pre- 
vent the  frequent  occurrence  of  such  lamentable  casualties  as  the  one 
mentioned  above. 


An  Editor  in  Affliction. — The  editor  of  the  "  American  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,"  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  (which  is  a  publication  ostensibly  de- 
voted to  the  reforwation  of  medical  practice),  says,  in  his  last  number, 
that  many  interesting  communications  are  necessarily  omitted  in  that  num- 
ber, in  consequence  of  "eleven  members"  of  his  family,  including  his 
"  better  half,"  being  sick  with  the  measels.''^  Our  cotemporary  has  our 
sympathy  for  his  severe  affliction,  alike  on  account  of  the  number  afflicted, 
and  the  malady  from  which  they  are  said  to  be  suffering. 


Boston  Medical  Association. — At  a  meeting  of  this  Association  on  Mon- 
day, May  5lh,  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  year  ensuing: — 
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Secretary,  E.  W.  Blake,  M,D. ;  Standing  Covimiltee,  John  Ware,  M.D., 
Georfje  Haywnrd,  M.D.,  J.  Mason  Warren,  M.D.,  D.  Hunriphreys  Slorer, 
M.D.;  Nathaniel  B.  Shurtleff,  M.D. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  revise  the  police  and  fee  table,  consisting' 
of  Drs.  J.  M.  Warren,  J.  W.  Warren,  and  N.  B.  Shurtleff. 


Patent  Medicines. — It  appears  that  the  profession  in  this  State  are  wak- 
ing up  to  a  sense  of  the  propriety  of  doing  something  to  protect  the  com- 
munity from  the  outrageous  imposition  which  is  practised  upon  ihcm  by 
"patent  medicine  makers  and  venders."  We  learn  thai  the  subject  has 
been  discussed,  and  committees  appointed,  in  several  of  the  District  Socie- 
ties, to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  report  at  an  early  day  what  measures 
it  is  best  to  adopt  to  lessen  the  evil  complained  of.  We  exceedingly  re- 
gret that  our  respectable  druggists  and  apothecaries  should  be  identified 
with  the  traffic  in  such  nostrums,  for  we  feel  assured  that  if  this  were 
given  up,  they  could  enjoy  as  lucrative  an  income,  in  a  very  short  time, 
from  their  legitimate  business.  It  has  been  hinted,  by  several  of  our  most 
distinguished  physicians,  that  they  are  fully  determined  not  to  patronize 
those  establishments  in  which  patent  or  secret  medicines  are  manufactured 
or  vended.  There  are  one  or  two  druggists  in  this  city  who  have  for  some 
time  discarded  such  nostrums  from  their  shops;  and  alihough  for  a  time 
they  suf!ered  pecuniarily  by  the  experiment,  it  affords  us  much  pleasure 
to  learn  that  their  loss  has  been  more  than  made  up  by  the  increase  of  bet- 
ter patronage. 

The  Meeting  at  Worcester. — We  wish  once  more  to  request  those  of  our 
readers  who  intend  to  be  present  at  the  annual  meeting  at  Worcester,  a 
fortnight  from  to-day,  and  to  avail  themselves  of  a  reduced  fare  over  the 
Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad,  to  send  in  their  names  at  once  to  this  of- 
fice, that  the  arrangement  with  the  Railroad  Corporation  may  be  completed. 


Norfolk  District  Medical  Society. — A  meeting  of  the  Norfolk  District 
Medical  Society  will  be  held  this  day  at  Dedham,  at  11  o'clock  A.M.  An 
address  is  to  be  delivered  by  Dr.  Edward  Jarvis,  of  Dorchester,  on  the 
causes  of  insanity. 

Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Elisha  Bartlett  has  resigned  the  Professorship 
of  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  New  York  University, 
which  he  has  filled  during  the  past  year. — Dr.  Thomas  Reyburn  has  re- 
signed the  Professorship  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  in  the  Me- 
dical department  of  the  St.  Louis  University. 

Marrikd,— Al  New  Lebanon,  N,  Y.,  Dr.  H.  W.  Drown  lo  Miss  Mary  Sackett. 

DiKP, — At  Pensacola,  on  the  20lh  ult.,  Alexander  J.  Rice,  assistant  surgeon  U.  S.  Navy,  for- 
merly of  Porlsmoulh,  N.  H. 


Deaths  in  Bn.t/071 — for  I  he  week  ending  Salurday  Tioon,  May  10,  82. — IMales,  37 — females,  45' 
Abscess,  1 — accidental,  3 — apoplexy,  1— inflammation  of  bowels,  1 — congestion  of  brain,  1 — in- 
flammation of  brain,  1 — bronchitis,  1 — burn,  1 — canker,  1 — consumption,  17 — convulsions,  4 — 
croup,  2 — debility,  1 — delirium  tremens,  1 — dropsy,  1 — dropsy  of  the  brain,  1 — erysipelas,  2 — ty- 
phus fever,  5 — lung  fever,  2— scarlet  fever,  2— hooping  cough,  2— disease  of  heart,  2 — infantile,  5 
— laryngitis,  1 — inflammation  of  lungs,  2 — marasmus,  2 — measles,  G — neuralgia,  1 — old  age.  3— 
palsy,  I — poison,  1 — disease  of  spine,  1 — small[)ox,  1 — suffocation,  1 — teething,  3 — unknown,  1. 

Under  5  years,  33— between  5  and  20  years.  8— between  20  and  «)  years,  1.5— between  40  and 
60  vears,  17 — over  60  years,  9.    Americans,  33  ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  49. 

The  above  includes  13  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 
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Depositions  of  Urate  of  Soda  in  Gout. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  New 
York  Pathological  Society,  April  23,  Dr.  Metcalfe  exhibited  the  larynx  of 
a  patient  who  had  died  with  gout,  upon  which  was  deposited,  in  different 
portions,  the  urate  of  soda  to  considerable  extent.  The  case  was  narrated 
in  full,  and  was  exceedingly  interesting.  The  patient  had  inherited  the 
gouty  diathesis,  and  had  suffered  for  years — nearly  his  whole  life.  At 
first  the  attacks  were  periodical  at  intervals  of  a  year,  but  latterly  they  had 
occurred  every  few  weeks.  When  colchicum  first  came  into  use,  the  patient 
was  in  England,  and  used  this  remedy  by  the  advice  of  Sir  Henry  Halford, 
with  benefit,  and  it  was  about  the  only  remedy  which  afforded  him  relief. 
An  interesting  point  as  to  this  agent  was,  that  while  a  preparation  of  the 
root  afforded  relief,  that  of  the  seeds  acted  as  an  acrid  poison.  The  urate 
of  soda  was  extensively  deposited  in  various  parts  of  the  body.  A  short 
time  before  he  died,  he  was  attacked  with  senile  gangrene  of  one  foot, 
accompanied  by  pain,  and  excessive  heat  in  the  heel,  which  Dr.  Mott  re- 
marked, was  a  pathognomonic  sign  of  spontaneous  mortification.  Some 
discussion  arose  as  to  whether  this  senile  gangrene  was  generally  depend- 
ent upon  ossification  of  the  arteries,  and  it  was  agreed  by  most  of  tho 
surgeons  present  that  it  was  not. 

Another  interesting  point  in  the  above  case  was,  that  when  Dr.  Metcalfe 
was  called  to  attend  the  patient, 'he  was  under  the  homceopathic  treatment, 
and  was  taking  the  wine  of  colchicum  in  twenty  drop  doses,  with  Mc- 
Munn's  elixir  of  opium.  Dr.  M.  found  no  occasion  to  change  the  treat- 
ment.— Neio  York  Register  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy. 


Living  in  Cellars,  in  Cities. — Coroner  Smith  was  called  Saturday 
morning  to  hold  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  Cornelius  Sullivan,  an  Irishman 
50  years  of  age,  who  arrived  in  this  country  a  short  time  since,  and  who 
died  very  sudenly  Friday  night  in  one  of  the  miserable  habitations  in  Broad 
street,  Boston.  The  following  is  the  verdict  of  the  Jury  : — "  That  he  came 
to  his  death  at  about  11  1-2  o'clock,  P.M.,  on  the  2d  inst.,  in  a  fit,  at  the 
cellar  room  occupied  by  John  Ellard,  109  Broad  street.  And  the  jury 
further  say,  that  the  said  cellar  room  is  about  eighteen  feet  square,  five  and 
a  half  feet  high,  having  no  ventilation,  and  was  occupied  Friday  night  by 
thirteen  persons,  and  on  other  nights  by  fourteen,  for  three  months  past, 
and  in  their  opinion  the  said  cellar  is  totally  unfit  for  occupation  as  a  sleep- 
ing room." 


Cod  Liver  Oil. — A  fact  concerning  the  external  employment,  empirical- 
ly, of  cod  liver  oil,  just  now  occurs  to  our  memory,  which  it  may  be  of 
interest  to  our  readers  to  state.  Many  years  since,  indeed  before  the  editor 
of  this  journal  had  taken  it  into,  his  head  to  exist  (some  of  the  clear-as-mud 
school  of  philosophers  asserting  that  our  conception  and  birth  are  the  result 
of  our  volition),  there  was  a  negro,  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Howell,  a  well- 
known  currier  of  this  city,  who  attained  quite  a  reputation  as  a  curer  of 
rheumatism.  His  medicament  was  the  ordinary  brown  cod  liver  oil  of 
the  currier,  applied  externally,  and  rubbed  downwards — the  old  fellow  in- 
sisting on  the  dowmward  stroke  most  pertinaciously.  Flannel  was  directed 
to  be  worn  over  the  part  affected,  and  relief  in  all  cases,  with  a  cure  in  most, 
was  the  result.  In  ordinary  attacks  of  acute  rheumatism  we  have  used  the 
same  remedy  in  two  cases  with  marked  advantage  ;  and  recall  the  fact 
here,  "for  the  benefit  of  those  whom  it  may  concern." — Phila.  Lancet. 
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Athens  has  a  university — a  beautiful,  well-arranged  building,  of  small 
dimensions,  built  by  the  contributions  of  German  merchants,  without 
costing  the  citizens  or  government  a  dollar.  Large  additions  are  now 
going  up,  in  which  there  will  be  halls,  lecture  rooms,  cabinets,  libraries, 
&c.  It  has  four  faculties,  as  follows  : — Theology,  with  three  professors. 
Law,  with  seven  ordinary  and  four  honorary  professors,  and  two  candi- 
date professors.  Medicine,  with  six  ordinary,  one  honorary,  and  five 
candidate  professors.  Philosophy,  with  eight  ordinary,  five  honorary, 
one  candidate  professor,  and  a  teacher  of  the  French  language.  All 
the  ordinary  professors  are  paid  by  government — the  salaries,  however, 
are  quite  small.  Honorary  professors  are  paid  by  those  attending  their 
lectures.  Candidate  professors  are  those  on  the  list  to  be  appointed 
whenever  a  vacancy  occurs.  By  the  interest  of  friends,  and  perhaps 
intrigue,  their  names  are  thus  made  prominent.  The  faculty  of  medi- 
cine is  thus  arranged.  Prof.  Nuccas,  on  Specific  Nosology,  Thera- 
peutics and  Clinical  Surgery.  Prof.  Damianos,  on  Anatomy  and  Phy- 
siology. Prof.  Olympius,  on  Surgery  and  Ophthalmology.  Prof.  Costi, 
on  Pharmacy  and  Obstetrics.  Prof.  Prinaris,  on  General  Nosology 
and  Diseases  of  the  Brain.  Prof.  Palli,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  and 
Public  Health.  Dr.  Petsalis  (Hon.  Prof.),  on  Surgical  Pathology.  Dr. 
Aphentonlis  (Hon.  Prof.),  on  Pathological  Anatomy.  Dr.  Krinos  (Can. 
Prof.),  on  Organic  Chemistry,  as  applied  to  Physiology.  Dr.  Eginitis 
(Can.  Prof.),  on  Pathological  Anatomy  in  relation  to  diseases  of  the 
breast,  microscopical  examinations  and  necropsy.  Dr.  Bonsikis  (Can. 
Prof.),  on  Comparative  Physiology.  Dr.  Benizelos  (Can.  Prof.),  on 
Pathological  Physiology  and  General  Pathology.  Lectures  continue  six 
months,  and  110  students  were  said  to  be  in  the  theatre  on  one  of  my 
visits.  It  was  a  curiosity,  indeed,  to  attend  a  medical  lecture  in  the 
city  of  Athens,  delivered  in  the  Greek  language,  and  hear  Hippocrates 
quoted  in  his  own  words.  Just  east  of  the  LTniversity,  Aristotle  and 
his  disciples  taught;  and  down  on  the  plain,  in  the  other  direction,  Plato 
delivered  his  lectures.  The  temple  of  ^sculapius  was  near  the  Acropolis, 
and,  therefore,  in  the  day  of  its  glory,  could  have  been  seen  from  the 
same  point.    Pausanius  says  of  it — that  "  it  is  well  worthy  of  remark  for 
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the  statues  of  Bacchus  and  his  children,  and  for  the  pictures  which  it 
contains.  In  the  same  temple  is  a  fountain  at  which  Halirrhothius,  son 
of  Neptune,  is  reported  to  have  been  slain  by  Mars  for  having  disgraced 
his  daughter  Alcippi ;  and  this  murder  is  said  to  have  been  the  first 
upon  which  judgment  was  pronounced.  In  the  same  temple  is  a  Sar- 
matian  breastplate,  which  shows  that  the  barbarians  are  not  less  skilful 
in  the  arts,  than  the  Greeks."  Not  a  veslige  of  that  renowned  edifice 
can  be  identified. 

A  more  satisfactory  organization  for  a  college  could  not  have  been 
adopted.  Every  person  connected  with  the  course  of  instruction,  is  a 
native-born  Greek.  They  have  liad  the  good  fortune  to  keep  out  the 
Germans  and  Italians — and  instead  of  a  president  to  preside  over  tlie  in- 
stitution, appointed  as  in  most  collegiate  establishments  in  the  United 
States,  the  faculty,  annually,  elect  one  of  their  own  body  to  be  rector  or 
president  for  the  ensuing  year.  They  are  compelled  by  the  despotic 
determination  of  the  King  to  elect  three,  whose  names  are  to  be  sent 
to  the  palace — out  of  which,  one  is  elected,  and  he  becomes  the  pre- 
siding officer  for  twelve  months,  when  another  election  is  held.  This 
system  has  been  found  to  wdrk  admirably  for  the  advancement  of  the 
University,  inasmuch  as  no  jealousies  are  created,  no  rich  dunce  is  placed 
at  the  head,  and  each,  in  his  turn,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  where 
there  is  perfect  harmony,  gratifies  his  literary  ambition  by  sitting  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  council-board,  wearing  a  high  cap  on  great  occasions, 
and  signing  diplomas,  as  Rector  of  the  only  University  in  thn  realm. 
Two  hospitals,  one  military  and  the  other  civil,  present  no  claims  to  dis- 
tincilon.  A  fine  figure  of  Hippocrates  stands  over  the  principal  en- 
trance of  the  first,  near  the  mighty  columns  of  the  once  imposing  tem- 
ple of  Jupiter  Olympius.  Apothecaries  are  numprouSj  and  their  shops 
neatly  kept. 

While  at  Athens,  the  editor  of  this  Journal  addressed  the  following 
questions  to  the  medical  faculty  of  the  University,  which  were  promptly 
answered,  and  translated  into  English  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Hill,  a  well- 
known  American  missionary,  whose  urbanity  and  kindness  is  the  theme 
of  all  his  countrymen  who  sojourn  in  the  classical  regions  with  which  he 
is  so  familiar. 

1.  How  many  medical  students  are  in  attendance  on  the  lectures, 
upon  an  average,  annually?  Answer. — Over  130.  About  30  are  add- 
ed annually. 

2.  How  many  courses  of  lectures  are  required  to  be  attended  before  re- 
ceiving a  degree  ?  Ans. — The  students  are  required  to  attend  the  medical 
lectures  four  years,  and  (besides  the  lectures  of  the  school  of  philoso- 
phy) they  are  taught  the  following,  viz.,  natural  history,  botany,  chemis- 
try, anatomy,  physiology,  general  and  particular  nosology,  pharmacy, 
surgery,  obstetrics,  medical  jurisprudence,  hygiene,  pathological  anatomy, 
pathological  and  surgical  clinics,  and  obstetrical  clinics.  The  students 
are  examined  first  in  a  written  examination,  i.  e.,  they  are  required  to 
reply  in  writing  to  the  questions  given  them  in  writing,  upon  all  the 
aforesaid  subjects,  except  the  lectures  of  the  philosophical  school,  natural 
history  and  pathological  anatomy.    If  they  are  successful  in  this  exa- 
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mination,  t!i(i/  arc  examined  a  second  time  •  AUJinporaneously — ques- 
tions being  proposed  to  them  off-hand,  to  which  they  are  required  to 
reply  in  the  same  way.  Succeeding  this^  they  are  graduated  by  the 
Faculty  of  Medicine,  as  doctors  of  medicine,  surgery  and  obstetrics. 

3.  Is  the  degree  of  M.D.  or  iM.B.  conferred,  or  both,  by  the  Uni- 
versity ?  Ans. — Except  the  diploma  of  doctor,  no  degree  is  confer- 
red hy  the  University. 

4.  Where  do  the  graduates  find  ;it — in  Greece,  or  abroad  ? 
Ans. — Of  those  who  graduate,  some  i'.  u:  -  >n  Greece,  others  go  abroad. 
Those  who  remain,  and  intend  to  practise  in  Greece,  must  submit  to 
-  nother  examination  before  the  medical  council.  The  examinations  are 
jonducted  both  verbally  and  ly  wrir;  If  the  applicant  passes,  and  is 
.approved,  he  receives  from  \hc  c.  ti.^ii  permission  to  practise  in  any  part 
of  Greece. 

5.  Are  many  in  the  se  .  ^  of  the  State,  and  if  so,  what  is  their  pay  ? 
Ans. — The  greater  part  of  the  medical  men  in  the  army  are  students 
of  the  Universiiy.  Their  ])ay  is  as  follows  : — 1.  A  surgeon-in-chief  re- 
ceives monthly  400  drachmas  ;  two  assistant-surgeons,  360.  2.  Surgeon 
of  first  class,  300  ;  do.  2d  class,  260.  3.  Military  surgeon,  1st  class,  200  ; 
assist,  do.,  2d  class,  160.  4.  Under  surgeon,  Jst  class,  140;  assist,  do., 
2d  class,  120.  5.  Eleve  surgeon,  1st  class,  80  ;  assist,  do.,  2d  class, 
60.  N.  B.  The  last,  eleves,  are  students  of  the  University,  and  are  al- 
lowed to  go  to  the  military  hospital  to  attend  the  cases  there  before  they 
are  examined,  in  order  to  acquire  practice. 

6.  How  are  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the  University  elected,  and  how 
paid  ?  Ans. — The  professors  of  the  medical  faculty  were  formerly  ap- 
pointed by  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion (or  nomination)  of  the  medical  school.  Now,  however,  they  are 
appointed  by  the  government  immediately.  They  receive  a  monthly 
salary  from  the  government — the  professors  in  ordinary,  300  per  month  ; 
and  the  extraordinary  professors,  200  per  month.  (Six  drachmas  make 
one  dollar  United  States  currency.) 

7.  Is  there  any  medical  periodical  published  in  Greece  ?  Ans. — 
There  was  formerly  a  medical  periodical  in  Athens,  called  the  jEscula- 
pius,  but  at  present  there  is  none. 

8.  Has  modern  Greece  produced  any  authors  in  any  department  of 
rneolcine  or  surgery — and  if  so,  what  are  the  works  and  names  of  the 
authors  ?  Ans. — Up  to  the  present  time  the  following  works  have  ap- 
peared. On  anatomy,  by  Dr.  D.  Mavrocordato  (since  dead).  Physiolo- 
gy, translated  from  the  German  by  Prof  Damianos  ;  Obstetrics,  by  Dr. 
Costi,  professor  of  that  branch  ;  Practical  Pathology,  translated  from 
the  German  of  Hufeland,  by  Dr.  Gouda  ;  and  also  by  the  same  a  trans- 
lation, from  the  French  of  Chomel,  of  his  work  on  General  Pathology. 

9.  Are  physicians  ordinarily  employed  in  obstetrical  cases,  or  a  mid- 
wife ?  Ans. — Ordinarily,  a  midwife  attends,  but  very  frequently  physi- 
cians are  called  in. 

10.  What  are  the  most  common  diseases  of  the  country,  and  which 
are  attended  by  the  greatest  mortality  ?  Ans. — The  prevailing  diseases 
are  fevers  of  an  intermittent  type — often  fatal  when  they  assume  the 
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form  of  fievres  pernicieuses  ;  not  precisely  malignant,  but  of  a  malignant 
type  of  intermittents. 

11.  Is  pulmonary  consumption  common?  Ans. — Unhappily  pulmon- 
ary consumption  is  beginning  to  be  common. 

12.  Are  patent  medicines  and  secret  remedies  permitted  to  be  sold  ? 
Ans. — By  no  means — in  no  instance. 

13.  Are  there  any  quacks  in  Greece  ?  Ans. — Unhappily  they  are 
numerous. 

14.  Does  the  government  impose  any  restrictions  on  the  practice  of 
medicine,  or  state  any  specific  qualifications  ?  Ans. — No  other  than 
mentioned  under  the  answer  No.  2.  Note. — Physicians  inspect  the 
apothecary  shops  frequently,  test  the  quality  of  medicines  on  sale,  he, 
but  no  one  is  allowed  to  deal  in  drugs  as  an  apothecary  till  he  has  been 
educated  for  the  profession,  and  licensed. 


NOTES  FOR  A  MEMOIR  ON  THE  PATHOLOGY  OF  DENTO-NEURALGIA. 

BY  A.   C.  CASTLEj  M.D.,  NEW  YORK. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Chapter  II. 

The  continual  wear  and  tear,  and  the  deterioration  of  the  several  sys- 
tems, either  in  their  separate  capacities,  or  combined  as  they  comprise 
the  general  animal  system  ;  the  natural  impairment  of  certain  organs 
either  from  constant,  or  excess  of,  functional  exercises,  and  the  death 
of  a  particular  organ  from  such  causes  as  these — in  too  many  instances 
acting  upon  original  constitutional  defects  in  their  individual  organiza- 
tion, may  be  daily  observed  apart  from,  and  without  regard  to,  the  death 
of  the  body.    Or,  what  is  still  more  common,  and  that  which  may  be 
found  in  connection  with  the  functional  derangement  of  a  particular  or- 
gan, is  its  degeneration,  so  as  to  incapacitate  it  from  receiving  a  proper 
healthy  support  from  the  animal  economy.    In  this  manner  the  organ, 
cut  off,  as  it  w^ere,  and  losing  all  its  resources  for  its  recuperative  powers, 
as  well  as  being,  deprived  of  the  vital  force  necessary  to  its  existence  as 
an  organized  body,  so  that  it  shall  harmonize  with  its  partners  in  the 
performance  of  the  animal  functions,  it  necessarily  becomes  an  irritating 
agent ;  and  when  this  degeneration  progresses  into  actual  disease  or 
death  of  the  organ,  it  assumes  the  position  and  character  of  a  rankling 
foreign  body.    As  in  other  abnormal  conditions,  we  find  the  ever- watch- 
ful and  self-acting  law  of  nature — the  vis  medicatrix  naturce — stepping  in 
with  its  powerful  aid  for  the  purpose  of  overcoming  and  removing  the 
proximate  cause  of  obstruction,  and  to  heal  and  restore  the  loss  sustained 
by  the  animal  structure.    To  this  end  we  find  the  vital  forces  concen- 
trate their  powers  upon  the  secretions  to  renovate  the  injured  parts,  and 
upon  the  absorbents,  to  remove  the  vitiating  molecules  ;  as  the  active 
and  weil;disciplined  forces  defending  a  breached  fortress,  divide  their 
offices,  the  one  to  remove  the  rubbish,  and  the  other  to  replace  with 
proper  materials,  closing  in  and  building  up  the  effected  breach,  against 
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their  destroying  foes  and  constant  antagonists  without-  If  Nature,  with 
her  resources,  her  implements  and  her  functions,  fail — contrary  to  the 
laws  of  the  animal  constitution — in  consummating  the  end  sought  after, 
it  not  unfrequently  happens  that  from  constitutional  irritations  and  other 
vitiating  causes,  the  very  vital  force  brought  to  bear  upon  and  carry  out 
these  intentions,  produces  the  contrary  effect,  by  deranging  the  surround- 
ing parts  and  thereby  increasing  the  evil  and  superinducing  other  func- 
tional or  more  disorganizing  complications,  than  the  simple  abnormal 
condition  it  was  the  endeavor  to  remove. 

Dento-neuralgic  affections,  like  many  other  phenomena  of  disease, 
would  appear  to  lie,  for  their  elucidation,  within  the  province  of  the  de- 
monstrator of  the  morbid  animal  structures.  So  far,  however,  they  re- 
main altogether  unexplained.  Uenlo-neuralgic  affections  are  analogous 
to  those  phenomena  characterizing  the  morbid  sympathies  existing  be- 
tween organs  of  distant  regions  : — for  example — the  sympathy  between 
the  glands  of  the  neck,  in  mumps  (cynanche  parotidea),  and  the  testes — 
and  with  the  mammae  in  females,  and  thence  to  the  brain  ;  between  the 
uterus  and  the  mammae  in  various  affections  ;  between  the  kidneys,  the 
liver  and  the  stomach,  in  hemorrhoidal  and  other  affections  ;  between  the 
Schneiderian  membrane  and  the  diaphragm  ;  and,  as  we  intend  to  show, 
between  the  teeth  and  the  wide-spread  tentacles,  if  you  please,  of  the 
nervous  systems — affections  which  daily  present  themselves  to,  and  are 
therefore  within  reach  for  the  observation  of,  every  intelligent  dental 
practitioner.  Morbid  dental  anatomy  will  also  offer  the  ocular  demon- 
strative proofs  of  the  proximate  cause  of  each  and  every  abnormal  condi- 
tion and  appearance  affecting  the  dental  system,  plainly  indicating,  as 
practical  knowledge  wnll  dictate,  the  proper  means  to  be  adopted  for  cor- 
recting the  peculiarities  of  the  several  disorders,  without  the  division  of 
nerves,  or  in  any  way  calling  in  the  adventitious  aid  of  the  knife. 

"  As  if  a  man  should  be  dissected 
To  find  what  part  is  disaffected." 

The  organs  most  predisposed  to  degeneration,  impairment,  decay  of 
their  structure,  and  ultimate  loss — or,  rather,  those  most  apparent,  and 
exciting  the  immediate  and  most  attention — are  the  teeth,  the  visual 
and  auditory  organs,  and  those  connected  with  the  impairment  and  loss 
of  the  hair.  The  enfeeble.ment  or  loss  of  these  organs  is  impressed  up- 
on the  mind  as  unfortunate  occurrences  and  events  of  our  lives,  and 
commands  the  attention  not  from  any  abstract  or  philosophical  reasonings 
upon  the  cause  of  abnormal  conditions,  or  the  effects  of  physical  and 
physiological  deprivations  ;  but  from  the  animal  faculties  being  in  a 
measure  compromised,  and  the  sociably-educated,  selfish  senses  being 
brought  to  bear  upon  their  gradual  loss,  and  the  inconveniences  depend- 
ant upon  their  absence  or  uselessness,  not  as  adjuncts  to  the  animal 
system  merely,  but  as  (among  the  thoughtless)  adding  to  the  individual's 
personal  appearance,  comfort  and  happiness.  Thus  the  instinctive  feel- 
ings may  repine  at  the  decay,  whilst  the  mind  is  lost  in  vain  regrets  for 
the  loss  of  particular  organs.  It  is  natural  philosophy  that  teaches  us 
resignation  ;  in  the  fact  that  the  destructive  process  is  ever  on  the  alert 
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to  overcome  and  destroy  the  natural  or  accidental  imperfections  in  the 
organization  of  the  living  tissues.  In  the  disorganization  of  the  teeth, 
then,  we  observe  tlie  first  demonstration  of  the  all-powerful  antagonistic 
influences  brought  to  bear  upon  and  against  the  representative  organs  of 
the  several  systems  ;  the  most  painful  and  distressing  of  which,  is  the 
affection  under  consideration,  relating  exclusiv(;ly  to  the  teeth  and  the  ner- 
vous system,  which  I  have  named  dento-neuralgia. 

The  question  naturally  suggests  itself  to  the  inquiring  mind,  what 
produces,  or  what  is  the  proximate  cause  of,  disease  in  the  teeth — or- 
gans upon  which  so  much  care  has  been  bestowed,  but  which  often  pro- 
duces much  pain  and  constitutional  excitement  ;  with  an  exclusive  and 
perfect  nervous  system  emanating  from  the  largest  nerve,  second  in 
importance  to  none  given  off  from  the  brain  ;  with  a  perfect  vascular 
system,  and  with  a  numerous  and  well  supplied  proportion  of  lymphatics, 
complicated  with,  and  uniting  their  offices  with  the  nerves,  arteries,  veins 
and  lymphatics  of  the  head,  face,  arms,  neck,  and  organs  of  respiration. 
The  proximate  cause,  then,  may  be  traced  to  this  vitality  existing  in  the 
dental  system — first,  from  nervous  excitement  and  irritability  ;  and  se- 
condly, the  degeneration  or  atrophy  of  the  nervous  ganglion  in  the 
chamber  and  its  connecting  fibril  in  the  nervous  canal  of  the  tooth,  the 
vascularity  in  the  dental  bone  being  thus  destroyed,  and  the  nervous 
fluid  or  vital  Tpower,  pari  jjassu,  prevented  from  permeating  the  tubuli  or 
capillaries  of  the  dental  structure.  Consequently  we  find  the  substance 
of  the  tooth  implicated  in  this  species  of  consumption,  observable  and 
demonstrable  by  numerous  changes  in  its  physical — 1  should  like  to  say 
microscopic  appearances,  but  I  fear  that  if  microscopic  atoms  could 
give  an  account  of  their  demonstrations  inversely,  the  microscopist  would 
as  frequently  appear  before  the  gaping  crowd  as  small  in  facts  as  the 
atom  in  proportion  is  enlarged.  The  remote  or  exciting  cause  in  the 
second  phase  of  the  teeth  in  dento-neuralgia,  is  the  mechanical  force 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  teeth  by  the  act  of  mastication,  which  wears 
the  substance  of  the  enamel  and  the  bone  of  the  teeth  down  to  the  tu- 
buli (capillaries),  by  which  the  nervous  or  vital  fluid  filling  these  capil- 
lary cells  is  brought  in  contact  with  the  atmosphere  and  other  irritating 
external  agents.  I  shall  hereafter  show  that  nature  endeavors  to  make 
amends  for  this  abrasion  of  the  teeth  by  the  secretion  and  deposition  of  a 
transparent  dentine  filling  up  the  capillary  cells,  and  rendering  the  tooth 
a  dense  solid  substance. 

Another  exciting  cause  of  dento-neuralgia,  is  odontalgia,  of  which 
neuralgia  is  symptomatic,  and  with  which  it  is  sympathetic.  ]t  arises 
either  from  the  engorgement  of  the  blood  vessels,  or  from  an  actual  in- 
flammation of  the  dental  pulp  and  nerve,  from  their  being  exposed  to 
atmospheric  influences  and  the  irritating  effects  of  chemical  decompo- 
sition of  the  substance  of  the  tooth  ;  by  the  absence  of  their  protecting 
encasement,  foreign  substances  are  also  brought  in  contact  with  the 
nerve  and  its  membranes.  From  this  cause  odontitis  or  inflamma- 
tion of  the  bone  itself  is  often  produced. 

Another  exciting  cause  of  dento-neuralgic  affections  is  the  electro- 
galvanic  action  of  the  metallic  bases  used  for  artificial  teeth — also  the 
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electro-galvanic  action  of  metals  used  for  plugging  or  filling  in  the  hol- 
lows of  decayed  teeth.  I  will  show  how,  and  why,  gold-foil  (which 
has  heretofore  been  considered  the  only  orthodox  material  for  the  teeth, 
and,  per  se,  the  sole  preventive  of  dental  disease  and  the  only  hope 
for  dental  salvation)  when  plugged  in  certain  classes  of  teeth,  in  pecu- 
liar constitutional  diathesis,  by  its  positive  electro-galvanic  action  not  only 
increases  the  chemical  decomposition  (decay)  of  the  tooth,  but  that  its 
excitation  of  nervous  irritability  superinduces  an  abnormal  condition  in 
these  parts,  and  in  many  instances  is  the  exciting  cause  of  immediate 
disorganization  of  the  dental  nerve  and  periosteum  by  the  develop- 
ment of  intro-dental  abscess.  An  evidence  of  this  we  have  in  the  state- 
ment of  the  distinguished  dental  practitioner,  Dr.  Flagg,  of  Philadel- 
phia, published  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal — that  in  one 
year  he  drilled  (tapped  ?)  into  two  hundred  teeth  for  intro-dental  ab- 
scess— all  of  which  had  been  plugged  with  gold.  It  will  be  my  object 
to  show  that  metals  baser  than  gold,  in  this  class  of  teeth,  by  their 
negative  electro-galvanic  action,  are  better  calculated  as  a  preventive  of 
disease,  as  well  as  for  the  preservation  of  the  teeth. 

Jn  proving  the  correctness  of  these  propositions  I  anticipate  no  other 
reward  than  the  conscious  satisfaction  of  having  been  the  humble  means 
of  ameliorating  the  sufferings  of  my  fellow  beings. 


STARVING  OUT  DYSPEPSIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Svrgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  case,  the  most  remarkable  of  the  kind  I  have  ever 
known,  will  furnish  material  for  reflection  to  most  of  your  readers.  They 
will,  at  first,  be  disposed  to  doubt  its  truth  ;  but  I  have  taken  pains  to 
ascertain  the  facts,  and  have  not  now  a  lingering  doubt  remaining.  Mr. 
Robinson  is  the  present  keeper  of  the  Ocean  House,  in  Nantucket,  and 
is  a  man  of  the  most  unquestionable  veracity.  Besides  his  own  state- 
ment, I  have  a  written  certificate  from  one  of  the  family  who  knew  the 
facts  almost  as  well  as  Mr.  R.  himself. 

In  September,  1836,  Mr.  Jervis  Robinson,  of  Nantucket,  a  man  of 
about  middle  age,  a  ship-carpenter,  was  sorely  afflicted  with  dyspepsia, 
in  one  of  its  worst  forms.  He  had  tried  all  sorts  of  remedies — but  to 
no  purpose.  He  had  even  sought  the  advice  and  aid  of  Mr.  S.  Graham 
— who  happened  to  be  giving  a  course  of  lectures  where  he  was.  But 
Mr.  G.  himself,  then  younger  than  now,  was  not  equal  to  the  exigency. 

A  friend,  one  day,  proposed  to  him  a  new  remedy — one  which,  as  he 
said,  had  cured  an  individual  whom  he  knew.  It  was  three  ounces  of 
dry  Graham  bread  a-day — one  at  each  meal — and  without  any  drink  ; 
and  with  only  one  gill  of  drink  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  that  to  be  pure 
water,  and  to  be  taken  at  three  different  times,  viz.,  two  hours  after  each 
meal. 

It  was  a  severe  trial.  Friends  protested,  and  foreboded  ;  and  even 
Mr.  R.  had  his  fears.    But,  as  he  says,  it  occurred  to  him  that  he  might 
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as  well  die  in  one  way  as  another ;  and,  after  some  hesitation,  he  de- 
cided to  go  forward. 

The  prescription  was  regularly  and  rigidly  adhered  to  for  five  months, 
with  the  following  slight  exceptions.  The  water  which  was  ordered 
(one  third  of  a  gill)  was  usually  omitted  after  the  third  meal ;  and  he 
sometimes  also  omitted  one  half  of  his  scanty  allowance  of  bread  at 
evening. 

He  was  in  the  habit  of  masticating  his  morsel  slowly — spending  half 
an  hour  regularly,  at  each  meal.  These  meals  were  at  6  and  12,  A. 
M.,  and  6,  P.  M.  He  also  rose  early,  and  retired  early.  On  rising,  he 
took  a  cold  shower  bath,  immediately  after  which  he  walked  a  mile. 
During  the  day  he  was  employed  either  in  a  grocery  or  a  boarding- 
house. 

The  results  were  as  follows.  During  the  first  two  or  three  weeks, 
his  skin  and  bowels  were  either  inactive  or  irregular,  the  renal  excretion 
scanty,  and  his  appetite  and  thirst,  somewhat  uncertain.  His  flesh  wasted 
at  the  rate  of  half  a  pound  a-day.  There  were,  also,  some  other  dis- 
couraging appearances.  Friends  were  very  much  alarmed,  and  he  was 
nearly  discouraged  himself.  But  his  stomach  and  head  felt  better,  and 
hope  predominated. 

The  tide  soon  began  to  turn.  His  meals  and  drink  gradually  became 
satisfying  ;  he  had  seldom  any  thirst,  or  any  desire  for  food  between  meals. 
The  skin  became  soft  and  moist ;  the  kidneys  resumed  their  wonted  ac- 
tivity, and  the  alvine  evacuations  became  regular  and  free.*  Th?,  daily 
loss  of  weight  became  less,  till  at  the  end  of  two  months  his  weight  was 
stationary,  and  remained  so  about  another  month,  when  it  began  to  in- 
crease. At  first  the  increase  was  slow,  but  in  the  fifth  month  it  was 
fully  equal  to  half  a  pound  a-day  ;  although  his  whole  ingesta,  solid  and 
liquid,  did  not  exceed  six  or  seven  ounces  1 

His  strength  and  activity  increased  with  the  return  of  his  accustomed 
amount  of  flesh  ;  till  at  the  end  of  five  months,  when  he  discontinued 
his  experiment,  his  health  appeared  nearly  perfect,  and  he  was  able  to 
perform  a  good  day's  work,  as  a  ship-carpenter.  His  health,  even  now, 
after  the  lapse  of  fifteen  years,  is  quite  tolerable. 

I  have  thus  stated  the  main  facts.  Jt  is  for  the  friends  and  lovers  of 
physiological  and  pathological  science  to  make  their  own  inferences.  As 
a  firiend  and  teacher  of  hygiene,  I  have  already  made  mine.  Mr.  Robin- 
son is  a  man  of  about  six  feet  in  height,  of  a  nervous  temperament,  with 
a  constitution  somewhat  disposed  to  scrofula.  He  has  made  other  expe- 
riments of  a  kind  not  unlike  the  former,  only  of  shorter  duration.  One 
of  them  consisted  in  working  two  weeks  on  a  ship  on  five  ounces  of 
coarse  bread  daily  ;  and  another  in  laboring  hard  several  weeks  in  a 
bakery,  on  twelve  ounces  of  dry  bread  and  two  apples  a-day,  and  wholly 
abstaining  from  drink.  At  present  he  lives  much  after  the  prevailing 
fashion  of  the  day,  but  says  he  is  sorry  he  ever  returned  to  it ;  for 


*  He  was  not  in  the  habit  of  weighing-  any  of  these  last  ;  but  1  have  ascertained  by  compari- 
son that  the  weight  of  the  soHd  evacuations  could  not  have  been  less  than  about  half  a  pound 
daily.  The  urine  was  not  scanty,  nor  the  perspiration— yet  the  latter  was  not  quite  up  to  the  mea- 
sure of  Sanctonius. 
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he  was  never  happier  or  healthier  than  when  subsisting  on  his  meagre 
diet.  VV.  A.  Alcott,  M.D. 

West  Newton,  Ms.,  May  11,  1851. 


TYPHOID  FEVER. 

BY  B.  F.  DAVIS,  M.D.,  OF   MONTICELLO,  S.  C. 

Physiology  not  having  yet  enlightened  us  as  to  the  precise  manner  in 
which  animal  heat  is  generated,  in  febrile  disease,  the  pathologist  has  to 
grope  his  way  in  darkness.  The  true  nature  of  fever  is  not  to  be  found 
in  any  revelation  of  morbid  anatomy.  Where  all  is  idle  speculation, 
where  neither  the  dead  nor  the  living  hav^e  opened  to  view  the  desired 
information,  difficulty  in  diagnosing  the  numerous  kinds  of  fever,  com- 
mented on  by  medical  authors,  is  of  course  a  necessary  consequence. 
Hence,  in  the  spirit  of  inquiry,  and  under  no  other  impulse,  the  remarks 
of  the  present  article,  be  the  caption  as  it  may,  will  be  thrown  together 
and  at  random. 

Sporadic  cases  of  typhoid  fever  excite  within  us  no  special  wonder. 
That  we  have  continued  fever  in  the  South,  is  a  self-evident  proposition  ; 
but  it  is  not  less  true  that  this  continued  fever,  be  it  the  sequel  of  re- 
mittent, intermittent  or  catarrhal  fever,  is  a  widely-different  disease  from 
the  typhoid  fever  of  the  North  and  North-west.  Typhoid  fever  is  essen- 
tially adynamic,  its  most  important  lesion  being  that  of  the  intestinal  folli- 
cles. This  follicular  lesion  constitutes  its  great  flesh-mark.  We  are 
aware,  it  is  true,  that  local  lesions  vary  at  different  times,  in  different 
climates,  and  under  different  circumstances.  This  great  truth  is  not  hid 
even  from  the  common  eye.  Anatomically,  typhoid  differs  from  typhus, 
both  are  contagious,  both  are  really  forms  of  continued  fever.  Some 
pathologists  have,  indeed,  divided  all  continued  fevers  into  typhus  and 
typhoid  ;  though  the  absurdity  of  such  division  has  long  since  been 
beaten  down  by  the  general  current  of  enlightened  opinion.  In  my  own 
practice,  in  South  Carolina,  I  have  never  seen  the  cutaneous  eruption, 
with  other  diagnostic  symptoms,  of  genuine  typhoid  fever.  Still,  its 
existence,  I  am  now  satisfied,  is  not  an  open  question.  Whatever  may 
have  been  my  doubts  on  this  point,  and  doubts  until  recently  entertained, 
it  can  be  of  no  interest  to  the  profession  to  be  informed.  Dr.  Cain,  in 
a  letter  of  late  date,  informs  me  that  he  had  repeatedly  witnessed  in  the 
autopsies  of  patients,  dying  in  Charleston  of  typhoid  fever,  the  ulcera- 
tion of  the  glands  of  Peyer  and  Brunner ;  and,  not  long  since,  so  I  am 
advised,  he  exhibited  to  the  students,  in  attendance  on  the  Marine  Hos- 
pital, the  follicular  lesions  so  distinctive  of  typhoid  fever.  Again — Dr. 
Dickson,  in  his  valuable  Essays  on  Pathology  and  Therapeutics,  treats 
extensively  of  this  form  of  fever,  adducing  incontrovertible  evidence  of 
its  being  a  separate  and  distinct  disease.  Withal,  this  does  not  establish 
the  fact  of  its  existence,  of  the  locum  tenens,  in  the  upper  and  middle 
country  of  South  Carolina.  It  does  not  rebut  the  wide-spread  belief  in 
its  non-existence,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  in  the  Southern  States.  It  is 
due  to  the  southern  physician  that  all  the  facts,  for  or  against,  should  be 
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filed  on  the  record.  If  the  existence  of  typhoid  amongst  us  be  a  naked 
fact,  where  is  the  positive  evidence  ?  Where  are  the  authentic  and  re- 
liable data  on  which  we  can  safely  stand  ?  Protean  forms  of  fever,  and 
all  sorts  of  disease,  are  yearly  springing  up  to  tax  our  judgment.  If, 
therefore,  typhoid  fever  obtain  in  the  South,  differing,  too,  in  its  semei- 
ology  from  that  so  generally  recognized  as  incident  to  this  form  of  fever, 
are  there  none  of  your  country  correspondents  who  have  had  cases  of 
the  kind  under  treatment,  and  of  which  they  may  have  made  autopsical 
examinations  ?  If  so,  are  not  all  of  us  professionally  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  that  testimony  ? 

It  has  been  said,  for  example,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
disease  is  slowly,  but  regularly  extending  westward  through  North  Caro- 
lina, taking  in  a  belt  of  counties  every  year,  its  invasion  being  from  the 
lower  or  eastern  counties  of  that  State.  Now,  this  is  mere  matter  of 
opinion.  That  it  may  be  true,  I  do  not  doubt ;  but,  in  medical  science, 
truth  loses  none  of  its  force  by  official  authenticity. 

It  is  also  said  to  have  prevailed  in  many  of  the  upper  districts  of  South 
Carolina.  Where  are  the  facts,  the  pathological  facts,  to  prove  it?  As- 
sertion is  no  argument — mere  hearsay  carries  with  it  perhaps  less  weight 
in  the  temple  of  justice  than  it  does  in  the  dissecting  room.  At  all 
events,  it  should  be  treated  with  far  less  ceremony  in  the  latter  than  in 
the  former  hall,  and  for  a  very  obvious  reason. 

During  the  past  year,  within  my  range  of  practice,  nearly  every  case 
of  fever  tended  to  assume  a  typhoid  form.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  in 
not  a  single  case  could  I  diagnose  true  typhoid  fever. —  Charleston  Medi- 
cal  Journal  and  Review. 


OVARIAN  TUMOR   REMOVED,  PER  VIAS  NATURALES,   BY  CATHE- 
TERISM  OP  THE  FALLOPIAN  TUBES. 

REPORTED  BY  SAMUEL  A.   CARTWRIGHT,  M.D.,  NEW  ORLEANS. 

March  10th,  1850,  I  sent  for  Dr.  Warren  Stone,  to  consult  him  in  re- 
gard to  the  propriety  of  extirpating  a  very  large  and  hard  ovarian  tu- 
mor, in  a  patient  of  mine,  Mrs.  *  *  *,  a  small,  delicately-formed  lady, 
of  sanguine  temperament  and  scrofulous  constitution,  lately  from  the 
country.  The  patient  herself  wanted  an  operation  performed,  and 
came  to  the  city  for  that  purpose.  When  1  told  her  that  it  would 
require  an  incision  two  feet  long  to  extirpate  so  large  a  tumor,  she  re- 
plied that  she  did  not  care  if  it  were  three  feet,  as  she  had  rather  die 
than  live  to  suffer  as  she  did.  A  tormenting  strangury,  from  the  pres- 
sure of  the  tumor  on  the  bladder,  annoyed  her  very  much,  day  and 
night.  She  was  about  19  years  of  age,  had  been  married  two  years, 
and  was  very  feeble,  pale  and  emaciated.  She  said  that  the  tumor 
had  been  growing  from  her  earliest  recollection,  but  it  had  not  become 
so  large  as  to  incommode  her  much,  until  after  her  marriage ;  she  had 
taken  iodine  and  its  preparations,  for  a  long  time  ;  had  been  twice  sali- 
vated, and  so  far  from  deriving  any  benefit,  grew  weaker,  and  the  tu- 
mor continued  to  enlarge.    She  was  also  afflicted  with  bronchitis  and 
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ulceration  of  the  throat,  which  she  attributed  to  sahvation.  The  tu- 
mor made  her  look  as  large  as  a  woman  in  the  ninth  month  of  preg- 
nancy ;  it  was  hard  and  irregular  to  the  touch,  and  seemed  to  arise 
from  the  left  ovarium ;  it  would  incline  from  side  to  side  with  the  po- 
sition of  the  body  ;  a  prolongation  of  the  tumor  had  slipped  down 
between  the  bladder  and  uterus,  and  so  much  compi'essed  tlie  vagina 
as  to  be  in  the  way  of  a  speculum  examination.  As  the  case  was 
beyond  the  reach  of  medicine,  the  resources  of  surgery  were  invoked. 
After  a  careful  examination,  Dr.  Stone  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
surgical  operation  would  be  too  hazardous,  and  in  all  probability  fatal, 
in  consequence  of  adhesions  of  the  tumor  to  the  bladder  and  contigu- 
ous viscera. 

The  patient  was  put  on  a  course  of  proto-iodlde  of  mercury,  com- 
bined with  cicuta ;  the  tincture  of  iodine  was  applied  externally,  and  a 
tincture  of  pareira  brava  root  advised  for  the  relief"  of  the  irritation  of  the 
bladder.  This  treatment  was  continued  for  seven  or  eight  days,  the 
patient  growing  weaker  and  the  tumor  larger.  The  disease  of  the 
throat  became  so  annoying  that  I  found  it  necessary  to  apply  the  nitrate 
of  silver  frequently  to  the  ulcerated  and  inflamed  tonsils,  and  to  sub- 
stitute tonics  for  the  iodide  of  mercury  and  cicuta. 

On  the  18th  of  March  the  patient  consented  to  a  speculum  examina- 
tion ;  the  uterus  was  rather  under  the  usual  size  ;  there  was  no  leucor- 
rhoeal  discharge,  congestion  or  inflammation  ;  the  mucous  surfaces  were 
in  a  state  of  anaemia,  being  pale  and  exsanguious.  A  very  small  gum- 
elastic  catheter,  with  a  wire  in  it,  after  repeated  efforts,  was  introduced 
into  the  uterine  cavity.  The  passage  of  the  catheter  through  the  coarc- 
tation, called  the  os  internum,  gave  some  pain,  and  caused  a  faintish, 
sick  sensation  ;  but  this  is  nearly  always  the  case  in  probing  a  healthy 
uterus,  and  the  operation  requires  some  address  and  a  proper  instrument, 
or  it  cannot  be  effected.  The  small  catheter  was  withdrawn,  and  a 
larger-sized  instrument  was  passed  with  some  difficulty  through  the  cavity 
of  the  cervix  into  the  uterus  ;  it  penetrated  about  two  inches  ;  on  being 
withdrawn,  a  little  blood,  as  usual,  followed.  1  now  concluded  to  try 
catheterlsm  of  the  left  Fallopian  tube.  With  this  view,  the  catheter, 
containing  a  wire,  was  flexed  like  the  male  catheter  and  passed  through 
the  fusiform  cavity  of  the  neck  into  the  triangular  cavity  of  the  uterus  it- 
self; the  wire  was  withdrawn  about  half  an  inch,  so  as  to  make  the  point 
of  the  instrument  more  flexible,  and  was  carried  forward  in  the  direction 
of  the  ostium  uterinum  of  the  left  Fallopian  tube.  Jt  entered  the  tube 
after  a  few  trials,  and  after  penetrating  about  an  inch,  it  seemed  to  enter 
a  cavity  or  expansion  of  the  tube  itself;  it  was  pushed  forward  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  more,  seeming  in  its  passage  to  encounter  a  soft, 
yielding  substance  ;  it  was  then  withdrawn  ;  a  glutinous  substance  fol- 
lowed its  withdrawal,  which  I  recognized  to  be  a  hydatid  formation.  The 
same  catheter,  with  a  very  tapering  point,  was  dipped  in  a  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver,  a  drachm  to  an  ounce.  Several  minims  of  the  solution 
were  drawn  into  it  by  working  the  wire  in  the  calibre  of  the  instrument ; 
it  was  then  passed  through  the  uterine  cavity  into  the  Fallopian  tube, 
until  it  had  penetrated  the  tube  three  inches,  when  it  was  moved  about 
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in  the  cavity  of  the  tube,  and  the  wire  moved  so  as  to  eject  the  caustic 
solution  through  the  eyes  of  the  catheter,  among  the  hydatid  cysts  that 
the  instrument  had  reached  ;  on  withdrawing  it,  a  semi-membranous, 
tenacious  substance,  with  dark  specks  interspersed  through  it,  not  unUke 
frog-spawn,  presented  itself  at  the  mouth  of  the  uterus,  seeking  an  exit, 
but  too  thick  and  glutinous  to  pass  freely.  Finding  it  too  soft  and 
yielding  to  be  drawn  away  with  the  forceps,  a  little  raw  cotton  was 
passed  around  a  probe,  so  as  to  entangle  the  viscid  substance,  and  by 
turning  the  probe  the  stringy  matter  was  wound  around  it,  and  pulled 
out  of  the  uterus  in  long  mucilaginous  ropes.  The  supply  seemed  to  be 
inexhaustible.  The  patient  being  much  fatigued,  the  operation  of  draw- 
ing away  the  hydatids  was  at  length  suspended  ;  nevertheless  they  con- 
tinued to  come  away,  per  vias  naturales,  for  a  week  or  more.  In  the 
meantime,  the  tumor  was  reduced  to  less  than  half  its  former  size,  and 
grew  softer  and  less  painful.  The  catheterism  of  the  Fallopian  tube, 
with  the  catheter  filled  with  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  was 
again  repeated  on  the  3d  of  April,  the  1st,  7th  and  13th  of  May.  At 
the  last  operation  no  more  hydatids  or  viscid  fluid  was  brought  away  ; 
but  at  all  the  other  operations,  they  were  not  only  brought  away  at  the 
time,  but  continued  to  pass  off  for  a  week  or  more  after  each  catheterism. 

The  day  after  the  last  operation,  the  patient  left  town  for  the  sea- 
shore ;  her  health  had  begun  to  improve  rapidly,  her  pains  were  gone, 
and  her  abdomen  was  reduced  to  near  its  natural  size.  While  absent, 
her  health  appeared  to  be  entirely  re-instated. 

Last  autumn  she  returned  to  the  city,  quite  well,  though  some  fulness 
and  hardness  could  still  be  felt  in  the  hypogastric  region,  the  effects  of 
the  former  adhesions,  verifying  the  accuracy  of  the  diagnosis  made  by 
Dr.  Stone,  of  whose  skill  in  surgery  New  Orleans  is  justly  proud.  Soon 
after  her  return  she  had  an  attack  of  fever,  which,  as  is  usual,  sought 
out  the  weakest  part,  and  the  ovarian  region  again  became  the  seat  of 
painful  sensation,  which,  with  the  distension  from  dyspeptic  flatulence, 
made  her  apprehensive,  for  some  months,  that  she  was  not  cured  ;  but 
her  general  health  improved  in  the  course  of  the  winter,  and  she  was 
enabled  to  dance,  waltz,  and  walk  about  town  as  actively  as  almost  any 
other  woman.  Although  she  suffers  somewhat  from  painful  distension  in 
the  abdominal  and  pelvic  regions  during  her  menstrual  periods,  and  is  dys- 
peptic and  flatulent  at  such  times,  yet,  when  that  is  over,  her  form  is 
quite  sylph-like.  Her  bronchial  disease  is  cured,  and  the  leucophleg- 
masia  is  giving  way  to  the  rosy  hue  proper  to  her  original  sanguine 
temperament. 

As  this  is  the  first  case  of  ovarian  tumor,  as  far  as  I  know,  which 
has  been  treated  by  catheterism  of  the  Fallopian  tubes,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  report  it.  I  do  not  consider  the  operation  as  always  a  diflicult 
one  ;  because,  when  the  ovaries  are  in  a  morbid  state,  the  Fallopian 
tubes  are,  in  general,  much  more  easily  catheterized  than  in  the  healthy 
condition.  I  doubt  its  practicability  in  a  state  of  health ;  possibly  it 
might  be  effected  during  the  catamenial  period.  The  same  important  prac- 
tical law  obtains  in  regard  to  the  uterus  itself,  it  being  generally  easier  to 
probe  when  in  a  morbid  state.    I  have  succeeded  in  curing  some  cases 
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of  dysmenorrhoea  and  sterility  by  catbeterism  of  tbe  Fallopian  tubes,  se- 
lecting the  proper  time  for  the  operation  ;  but  as  its  virtues  in  this  re- 
spect are  already  known  to  the  profession,  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  up- 
on the  subject,  farther  than  to  say,  that  New  Orleans  can  show  some  as 
unquestionable  evidences  of  its  efficacy  in  sterility  as  London. — JSew 
Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    MAY   21,  1851. 


EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Constantinople . — After  leaving-  Smyrna,  the  passage  through  the  Darda- 
nelles was  delightful  beyond  any  thing  in  the  whole  course  of  my  voyagings 
in  foreign  lands.  We  were  but  a  few  miles  from  land  on  either  side,  and 
every  island,  every  promontory  and  inch  of  terra  firma  above  water,  was 
classical  ground  : — the  plain  of  ancient  Troy — Mount  Ida — the  great 
mounds  over  the  remains  of  Achilles,  Petrochlus,  ^neas  and  Hecube — 
each  of  which  mounds  would  yield,  I  doubt  not,  materials  for  a  dissertation 
of  great  interest  to  the  archaeologist,  were  they  explored — for  they  remain, 
within,  precisely  as  they  were  left  by  those  who  made  them.  Without  re- 
counting the  particulars  of  the  side  scenes — the  Hellespont,  where  Leander 
swam  across  to  Hero — or  the  phases  of  character  in  the  vessel,  where 
there  were  praying  Turks,  smoking  Arabs,  veiled  beauties,  enveloped  in 
large  white  sheets,  that  no  man  should  see  them  ;  Greeks  in  such  breeches 
as  are  seen  no  where  else;  slaves,  soldiers,  officers,  dervishes,  monks; 
Germans,  Italians,  English  and  French,  all  staring  at  each  other  as  oddities 
both  in  physiognomy  and  dress — I  must  come  directly  to  the  business  of 
stating  that  I  am  now  writing  in  Constantinople.  No  descriptions  of  the 
beauty  of  the  scenerv,  the  grandeur  of  the  appearance  on  approaching  the 
Golden  Horn  from  the  Sea  of  Marmora,  or  the  loftiness  of  the  Mosque  of 
St.  Sophia,  comes  up  to  the  real  impression  the  first  sight  of  the  imposing 
array  of  public  and  private  edifices  makes  on  the  mind.  I  shall  not  think 
of  attempting  any  thing  like  a  narrative  of  what  is  to  be  seen  or  what  I 
have  examined.  The  Turks  never  take  a  census,  therefore  the  population 
of  Constantinople  cannot  be  ascertained;  yet  it  is  conjectured  to  stand  in 
the  neighborhood  of  850,000,  and  perhaps  there  may  be  more.  The  city 
is  far  superior,  within,  to  what  I  had  anticipated,  from  the  relations  of  tra- 
vellers, and  from  personal  experience  in  most  of  the  great  cities  belonging 
to  the  Ottoman  empire,  which  I  have  ranged  over.  Most  of  the  streets  are 
narrow  and  crooked,  but  being  up  hill  and  down,  they  are  drained  of  the 
waste  water  thrown  into  them  from  the  dwellings.  Rains,  too,  clear  them 
of  offal,  that  in  Cairo,  Jerusalem,  Damascus,  Alexandria,  Rhodes,  Cyprus, 
&c.  &c.,  is  a  source  of  disease  and  perpetual  offence.  Some  of  them  will 
admit  of  the  movement  of  a  carriage — but  of  all  queer  things,  Constanti- 
nople coaches  are  the  most  absurd  contrivances  imaginable.  They  have 
no  seats,  but  contain  two  persons,  who  sit  on  the  floor  facing  each  other — 
and  are  drawn  by  one  horse,  led  by  a  driver.  The  body  is  carved  and 
gilded  atrociously.  Horses,  very  plump  and  finely  proportioned,  are  stand- 
ing all  the  while  at  certain  stations,  for  hire.  Donkies  are  not  patronized 
here,  as  every  where  else  in  the  East.    The  water  is  alive  with  thousands 
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of  light,  long,  narrow  boats,  called  caiques — pronounced  ca-iks — appearing 
much  as  though  they  were  made  from  a  log.  One  man  rows  cross-handed, 
the  voyager  sitting  flat  down.  There  is  no  safety  without  resigning  one- 
self to  the  direction  given  on  stepping  in,  as  they  roll  over  instanter,  if  a 
mismovement  occurg.  Most  of  the  walking  for  sight  seeing  is  done  in 
these  boats.  The  bazars  are  so  extensive — being  miles  upon  miles  in 
length,  were  they  straightened  into  lines — that  I  have  given  over  the  inten- 
tion of  seeing  them  all.  You  travel  hours  together  in  narrow  streets,  lined 
with  small  shops  on  either  side,  and  covered  over  head  by  heavy  arches — 
the  light  being  admitted  through  glass  windows.  In  all  other  Turkish  and 
Arab  bazars,  the  streets  are  covered  by  mats,  reeds,  poles  and  vines,  as 
they  could  be  procured.  All  the  druggist  wholesale  dealers  are  together; 
and  I  verily  believe  they  are  a  medicine-taking  race,  or  it  would  be  impos- 
sible that  so  many  hundreds  of  these  could  be  sustained.  Each  one  has  a 
sign  by  which  his  particular  stall  is  known,  instead  of  his  name.  Some 
have  a  miniature  ship,  another  a  miniature  mosque,  a  third  the  head  of  an 
animal,  a  fourth  a  mortar,  a  fifth  a  key,  and  so  on.  Then  the  shoemakers, 
silk  twist  dealers,  sword  and  pistol  merchants,  tailors,  saddlers,  gold  thread 
dealers,  and  dry  goods  merchants — the  latter  very  numerous.  Grocers 
rnade  a  feeble  show,  owing  to  the  smallness  of  their  stalls,  and  the  exhibi- 
tion of  their  stock  in  baskets.  It  is  usual  for  pretty  extensive  dealers  in 
many  parts  of  Syria  to  keep  all  they  have  in  straw  baskets,  or  bag  mats, 
quite  exposed  in  the  street,  through  the  day.  A  five  dollar  customer  would 
clear  out  the  establishment,  and  perhaps  make  the  owner's  fortune.  A 
capital  of  10,000  dollars  is  incomprehensible  to  thousands  of  these  kind  of 
merchants — for  that  sum,  well  buried  out  of  the  reach  of  the  government 
harpies,  would  be  thought  an  inexhaustible  fortune  for  coming  generations. 
One  very  long  bazar  is  occupied  on  one  side  by  pipe  makers  exclusively — 
where  you  not  only  see  more  mouth  pieces  than  there  are  saints  in  the 
city,  of  amber,  glass,  and  precious  woods,  but  a  perfect  multitude  of  men, 
sitting  on  the  floor  near  the  edge  of  the  street,  and  turning  out  more  pieces 
with  bow  laths.  They  hold  the  point  of  the  chisel  with  the  toes  of  either 
foot,  just  as  perfectly  as  we  do  with  our  hands.  This  education  of  the 
muscles  of  the  feet,  to  give  mechanics  the  advantage  of  four  hands,  instead 
of  two,  is  an  every  day  affair.  I  have  often  witnessed  their  expertness  in 
using  tools  between  the  great  and  second  toe,  all  over  the  parts  of  Asia 
which  I  have  been  viewing.  Embroidery  stalls  are  immensely  numerous. 
All  the  se  people  are  fond  of  tinsel,  lacework,  and  needle-skill  on  their 
clothes.  A  Turkish  fop  is  a  monster  to  look  at,  on  account  of  the  extra- 
ordinary figures,  sprigs,  vines,  and  kinkura  crankums  wrought  by  needles 
on  the  corners  of  his  cloak,  between  the  shoulders,  and  down  the  back. 
Then  they  carry  a  bouncing  big  silk  bag  for  holding  tobacco,  brilliant  with 
gold  figures  and  tassels.  The  females  are  excessively  fond,  too,  of  such 
showy  stuffs,  and  their  handkerchiefs,  shawls,  napkins  and  doilers  are  laden 
with  sprigs  and  lines  waving  in  gold  thread.  A  shoe  bazar  possesses  un- 
usual attractions.  They  manufacture  easy  articles  for  wear;  but  such 
boots  and  shoes — so  big,  so  red  or  yellow — cannot  be  found  any  where 
else.  Corns  the  people  cannot  have — since  there  is  no  compression,  and 
the  custom  in  all  these  countries  of  Asia  Minor  is  to  take  off  the  shoes  on 
entering  a  house.  All  the  merchants  are  either  barefooted  or  in  their 
stocking  feet,  in  the  bazars.  They  reach,  while  sitting,  whatever  is  called 
for.  The  women  are  singularly  fat,  as  we  see  them  walking,  followed  by 
their  slaves.  Their  faces  and  hands,  the  little  that  is  seen  of  them,  have 
a  sallow,  tallowy  color,  and  their  flesh  seems  to  shake  like  a  tumbler  of 
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jelly.  Living  on  sweetmeats,  leading  indolent  lives,  and  never  enjoying 
the  influence  of  the  sun's  rays,  must  be  injurious  to  them.  They  all  dress 
precisely  alike,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  being  well  concealed  in  white  gauze 
or  thin  cambric  [about  the  head;  the  body  in  very  loose  gowns,  one  over 
the  other,  and  their  yellow  boots,  the  legs  of  which  are  sliort  and  slovenly 
about  the  ankles,  forced  into  large,  clumsy,  spongy,  peaked-toed  shoes, 
down  at  the  heel.  They  are  to  be  commiserated,  for  they  are  nothings 
in  the  world.  The  palace  of  the  sultan,  called  the  Seraglio  ;  St.  Sophia, 
and  some  of  the  mosques,  are  worth  a  close  examination.  I  was  delighted 
with  the  Hippodrome — an  oblong  square,  still  kept  open,  at  one  extremity  of 
which  is  about  half  of  an  Egyptian  obelisk,  a  heavy  granite  column,  raised 
on  a  marble  pedestal,  some  ten  feet  from  the  ground.  It  rests  on  four  cop- 
per blocks,  placed  on  the  top  of  the  marble  block.  How  it  was  raised  is  a 
mystery.  The  bold  hieroglyphics,  from  the  base  to  the  apex,  show  the  su- 
periority of  the  old  Nile  stone-workers  overall  other  races.  Near  by,  is  a 
portion  of  a  bronze  pillar,  representing  three  serpents  twined  together;  and 
further  on,  a  column  of  Venetian  origin,  apparently  a  hundred  feet  high, 
of  hewn  blocks,  which  already  leans  considerably,  and  bids  fair  to  tumble 
down  before  long.  On  the  spot  where  were  once  feats  of  horsemanship 
that  were  never  yet  surpassed,  and  scarcely  imitated  in  the  modern  Hip- 
podrome in  Paris,  a  servant  was  breaking  a  horse  to  a  rude  carl.  Of  the 
burnt  column,  those  who  have  a  description  of  it  may  be  interested  in  hear- 
ing that  it  is  hooped  all  the  way  up,  with  strong  iron  bands,  to  keep  it  to- 
gether. I  went  down  into  the  ancient  cistern,  the  whole  covered  with 
arches,  standing,  so  say  all,  on  one  thousand  columns.  It  is  half  filled 
with  earth  and  rubbish,  but  it  is  still  a  very  mighty  underground  place. 
Near  the  entrance  door  some  people  were  winding  silk.  Water  was  run- 
ning rapidly,  very  deep  down,  in  that  neighborhood,  which  we  could  see 
by  peeping  into  yawning  wells,  without  curbs.  Thousands  might  tumble 
into  these  wells,  as  unquestionably  they  have,  and  their  recovery  would  be 
utterly  impossible.  The  waste  of  human  life  by  violence  has  been  terrible 
in  the  many  revolutions  to  which  Constantinople  has  been  subjected,  from 
the  time  of  the  Greek  emperors. 

The  Turks  have  no  genius;  and,  like  children,  the}^  mar,  break  and  de- 
stroy whatever  they  obtain  from  others.  Constantinople  was  a  beautiful 
city  when  they  got  possession  of  it.  All  their  present  finest  public  edifices 
were  then  here,  with  few  exceptions,  and  they  have  merely  altered  their 
names,  and  converted  them  into  holy  Mahommedan  places  of  worship. 
The  bronze  doors,  tanks,  spirals,  domes,  and  all  the  splendors  of  archi- 
tecture, that  strike  the  stranger,  are  of  Greek  origin.  A  modern  building, 
erected  by  the  present  sultan,  called  a  tomb,  for  the  reception  of  the  body 
of  his  father  and  some  members  of  the  family,  is,  however,  truly  elegant, 
and  quite  at  variance  with  the  usual  creations  of  the  native  mind.  It  is  of 
white  marble,  and  covers  a  large  piece  of  ground,  besides  embracing  a 
garden.  The  immediate  tomb  is  an  octagonal  room,  between  40  and  50 
feet  in  diameter,  with  many  immensely  large,  high  windows,  secured  out- 
side by  gilded  iron  gratings,  and  within,  hung  with  rich  drnpery.  About 
the  apartment  are  sarcophagi — probably  over  each  grave.  These  are  cased 
with  rich  dark  wood  boxes,  inlnid  with  pearl,  in  endless  devices — partly 
covered  with  cloth.  The  tomb  of  Sultan  Mahmoud,  the  first  reformer  who 
ever  had  possession  of  the  Ottoman  throne — the  man  who  had  the  firmness 
to  exterminate  the  bloody  Janizaries — is  indicated  by  a  red  turban,  bearing 
a  feather.  Some  of  his  children  and  wives,  making  quite  a  cluster  of 
these  pearl-wrought  boxes,  are  on  either  side.    Near  by,  at  an  angle  of  the 
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prolonged  building-,  is  a  fountain,  with  brass  cups,  chained,  for  the  thirsty 
to  quench  their  thirst.  Drinking  places,  with  sucking  tubes,  as  in  the  walls 
of  mosques  in  Cairo,  or  with  a  servant  always  in  attendance,  to  hand  a 
draught  to  whoever  asks,  are  comnnon,  and  are  maintained  by  the  perpetual 
endowments  of  Mussulmen,  who  in  this  way,  just  before  death,  thought  to 
purchase  heaven.  Morals,  in  the  East,  are  totally  independent  of  religion, 
and  no  way  affect  or  interfere  with  a  man's  professions  of  righteousness. 
A  man  may  here  commit  crimes  every  day  in  the  year,  which  in  the  United 
States  would  send  him  to  the  state  prison  for  life,  and  yet  be  classed  among 
the  pious,  devout  followers  of  the  prophet.  I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  many 
nominal  Christians  are  believed  to  be  equally  involved  in  these  atrocious 
deeds,  into  the  commission  of  which  they  have  insensibly  fallen  by  a  long 
residence  in  the  East. 

With  regard  to  the  much-talked-of  progress  of  this  government,  it  is 
very  certain  it  has  not  advanced  a  whit  beyond  the  personal  efforts  of  the 
late  and  present  sultans,  who  have  some  energy  and  considerable  foresight 
into  the  probable  fate  of  the  kingdom.  I  have  been  studying  the  character 
of  the  sultan  for  months,  in  view  of  the  changes  he  is  trying  to  effect.  An 
American  gentleman,  who  has  long  resided  here,  says  that  his  majesty  is 
a  man  of  good  intentions,  who  is  laboring  single  handed,  since  not  one  of 
his  native  subjects  comprehends  an  idea  not  suggested  by  the  Koran,  or  the 
command  of  his  royal  master.  There  is  at  this  moment  a  colossal,  palace- 
like structure  in  progress,  the  walls  and  roof  being  completed,  which  is  for 
an  university.  This  is  an  emanation  from  the  m.ind  of  the  sovereign  ;  but 
who  are  to  be  the  faculty?  Probably  not  one  among  the  Turks  could  teach 
the  elements  of  astronomy,  or  explain  a  principle  in  natural  philosophy. 
They  know  nothing  of  the  classics,  of  moral  philosophy,  of  mathematics, 
nor  a  word  of  any  art  or  science  that  enters  into  the  composition  of  educa- 
tion. Probably  the  Mahommedan  priests  will  soon  get  possession  of  it, 
and  then  it  will  degenerate  into  a  great  Koran  school.  There  is  not  an 
academy,  or  preparatory  institution  of  any  kind,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  for 
fitting  youth  for  a  college  course.  Of  the  medical  school,  it  has  been  in 
some  repute  for  the  manufacture  of  surgeons  for  the  army  and  navy.  It 
was  located  in  Pera,  near  my  lodgings,  surrounded  by  a  high  wall ;  but  it 
took  fire,  as  every  sort  of  edifice  does,  in  turn,  in  this  city,  which  is  made 
up  of  wooden  houses  of  all  sizes  and  altitudes ;  and  in  the  conflagration 
the  cabinet  and  apparatus  were  wholly  consumed.  The  school  is  now 
lodged  in  a  wing  of  the  artillery  barracks,  near  the  termination  of  Golden 
Horn,  at  the  European  side,  near  where  the  river  enters.  Some  French, 
but  Italians  principally,  have  the  administration  of  its  affairs,  and  of  course 
it  will  be  likely  to  dwindle  into  nothing.  If  the  sultan  calls  in  European 
professors  for  the  literary  department  of  the  university,  it  may  seem  to 
flourish  while  he  lives,  but  it  cannot  live  if  Turks  are  to  be  the  students. 
They  cannot  be  improved  :  the  race  is  stationary,  and  any  idea  that  may 
be  entertained  by  philanthropists  or  Christians  of  converting  them  to  the 
true  religion  is  as  preposterous  as  the  drainage  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 


Virginia  Lunatic  Asylum.— The  "  Report  of  the  Eastern  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum, in  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  Virginia,"  with  an  "  Essay  on  Asylums 
for  Persons  of  Unsound  Mind,"  by  John  M.  Gault,  M  D.,  Superintendent, 
has  been  received.  From  the  Report  we  learn  that  there  have  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  Asylum  from  September,  1849,  to  October,  1850,  234  pa- 
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tients  ;  145  males,  and  S9  females.  The  number  discliarged  was  18,  be- 
sides 22  deaths ;  making  the  number  in  the  institution  at  the  date  of  the 
Eeport,  193.  The  physiological  register,  which  is  embodied  in  the  Report,  is 
not  only  a  new  feature  in  such  documents,  but  one  from  which  much  benefit 
might  be  derived  in  a  diagnostical  and  prognostical  point  of  view.  The  table 
describes  the  weight,  pulsation  and  respiration  per  minute,  color  of  eyes, 
color  of  hair,  temperament,  complexion  and  race  of  468  patients.  It  is, 
altogether,  a  well-drawn-up  report,  evincing  talent  of  no  ordinary  charac- 
ter. The  Essay  is  also  well  written,  it  being  the  substance  of  reports 
which  were  presented  to  the  Association  of  Medical  Superintendents  held 
in  this  city  last  June,  and  which  have  since  appeared  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Insanity. 


Gregory  on  Eruptive  Fevers. — "  Lectures  on  Eruptive  Fevers ;  as  now 
in  the  course  of  delivery  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  London.  By  Geo. 
Gregory,  M.D.,  F.R.C.,  &c.  First  American  edition,  with  numerous  ad- 
ditions and  amendments  by  the  author,  comprising  his  latest  views ;  with 
notes  and  an  appendix,  embodying  the  most  recent  opinions  on  exanthe- 
matic  pathology,  and  also  statistical  tables,  and  colored  plates,  by  H.  D. 
Bulkley,  M.D.,'Physician  to  the  New  York  Hospital,  &c.  S.  S.  &  W. 
Wood,  publishers.  1851.  Pp.  379."  These  lectures  are  of  a  practical 
character,  and  will  fill  the  gap  which  has  long  existed  in  the  exanthematic 
department  of  medical  literature.  It  is  very  true  that  much  has  been 
written  on  eruptive  fevers,  but  we  have  seen  no  work  that  would  excel 
the  lectures  of  Dr.  Gregory.  The  notes  and  appendix  by  Dr.  Bulkley,  the 
American  editor,  are  truly  valuable,  furnishing  a  large  amount  of  useful 
statistical  information  relative  to  the  contagion  of  smallpox,  measles  and 
scarlet  fever  in  some  of  our  principal  cities.  We  anticipate  for  this  work 
the  demand  which  its  character  so  justly  merits. 


American  Medical  Association. — We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Samuel  Park- 
man,  of  this  city,  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  late  meeting  at  Charleston, 
for  the  following  condensed  account  of  the  proceedings,  and  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  members  were  entertained  by  their  hospitable  South  Carolina 
friends  : — 

This  Association  has  just  concluded  its  session  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 
The  members,  who  represented  a  largo  majority  of  the  States  of  the  Union, 
assembled  on  Tuesday,  May  6lh,  in  the  hall  of  the  St.  Andrew's  Society; 
and  after  listening  to  an  address  from  the  President,  Dr.  Mussey,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Dr.  Moultrie,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  was  chosen  President;  Drs.  Hayward, 
of  Boston,  Welford,  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  Arnold,  of  Savannah,  Geo.,  and 
J.  B.  Flint,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  were  chosen  Vice  Presidents;  and  Drs. 
Desaussure,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Gooch,  of  Virginia,  Secretaries. 

The  principal  business  of  the  Convention  consisted  in  the  reading  of 
several  elaborately  written  reports,  by  various  Committees,  on  Medicine, 
Surgery,  Midwifery,  Medical  Literature,  Medical  Education,  &c.  All  of 
these  were  well  prepared,  and  exhibited  clearly  and  distinctly  the  progress 
that  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  in  these  various  branches.  The 
adjournment  took  place  on  Friday,  and  Richmond,  Va.,  was  appointed  for 
the  next  place  of  meeting. 

One  measure  adopted  by  the  Association  deserves  more  particular  men- 
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tion,  as  calculated,  in  a  very  considerable  dej^ree,  to  advance  the  uses  of 
the  Society,  and  to  assist  in  the  progress  of  the  science  it  endeavors  to  fos- 
ter. This  measure  is  as  follows.  By  a  Resolution,  the  Society  voted  to 
dispense  in  future  with  the  Reports  upon  the  various  branches  of  medicine 
which  it  has  been  accustomed  to  receive,  and  which,  however  well  pre- 
pared, must  necessarily  be  for  the  most  part  merely  a  retrospect  or  com- 
pendium gathered  from  the  various  journals,  and  in  their  stead  to  give  out 
to  different  Committees  a  number  of  subjects  of  interest  on  Medicine  and 
Surgery  to  be  reported  upon  at  the  next  meeting;  the  Chairman  of  each  of 
these  Committees  to  be  chosen  by  the  Society,  with  the  power  to  select  two 
gentlemen  to  serve  with  him.  To  carry  out  this  intention,  fifteen  subjects 
were  referred  to  the  same  number  of  gentlemen.  All  of  these  subjects  are 
on  points  of  interest,  and  much  valuable  information  must  necessarily  be 
elicited,  especially  as  many  of  them  have  reference  to  points  of  local  in- 
vestigation and  importance.  Furthermore,  a  Comm.ittee  of  five  was  chosen, 
to  receive  communicati(ms  for  publication,  and  to  decide  upon  their  fitness 
for  a  place  among  the  Society's  transactions.  The  majority  of  this  Com- 
mittee are  from  Boston,  and  it  is  intended  that  the  members  shall,  in  suc- 
ceeding years,  be  chosen  from  other  parts  of  the  Union  in  rotation.  This 
Committee  are  also  empowered  to  offer  five  prizes,  of  fifty  dollars  each,  for 
the  five  best  essays  that  may  be  presented  upon  subjects  to  be  chosen  by  the 
writers.  This  change,  thus  briefly  indicated,  in  the  action  of  the  Society, 
cannot  fail  to  give  a  stimulus  to  medical  research  and  study  in  all  parts  of  the 
Union,  and  the  meeting  at  Richmond  will  undoubtedly  show  its  good  effects. 

As  one  of  the  gratifying  circumstances  of  the  present  meeting,  and  in 
which  our  city  may  take  pride,  may  be  mentioned,  that  the  prize  offered  a 
year  since  was  obtained  by  Dr.  John  C.  Dalton,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  for  a  trea- 
tise upon  Ovology.  This  paper  was  spoken  of  to  the  writer  of  this  notice, 
before  the  name  of  the  successful  author  was  known,  as  of  a  very  remark- 
able character,  and  as  being  accompanied  by  drawings  in  a  very  high  style 
of  art.    It  will  appear,  by  a  vote  of  the  Society,  among  its  transactions. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  allude  to  the  elegant  and  profuse  hospitality 
which  was  extended  to  all  the  members,  not  only  by  the  medical  gentlemen 
of  the  city,  but  by  many  of  the  citizens  who  are  interested  in  scientific 
pursuits.  To  describe  these  attentions  would  be  impossible  ;  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  say  they  were  unceasing,  and  there  is  no  one  of  the  members 
but  must  always  recur  with  pleasure  to  his  visit,  and  acknowledge  that  in 
hospitality,  kindness,  and  devotion  to  strangers,  Charlestc  i  mr^;  hear  thf^ 
palm  from  every  other  city  in  the  Union. 


The  Patent  Medicine  Busineas^  and  the  duty  of  Physicians  with  regard  to  u. — Mr. 
Editor, — I  was  pleased  to  see,  in  the  last  number  of  your  Journal,  that  the  im- 
portant question  has  been  agitated  by  some  of  our  district  Societies,  and  that  the 
movement  has  been  seconded  by  some  of  the  pfiysicians  in  this  city,  as  to  whether 
it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  physician  to  discountenance  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
patent  medicines  and  nostrums,  in  a  more  decided  and  emphatic  manner  than  has 
heretofore  been  adopted. 

As  the  matter  now  stands,  the  physician,  though  perhaps  unwillingly,  is  forced 
into  the  necessity  of  aiding  and  abetting  quackery,  by  purchasing  his  medicines 
and  sending  his  recipes  to  shops  where  patent  medicines  are  made  and  sold,  from 
the  fact  that  all  our  apothecaries  (with  a  few  honorable  exceptions)  deal  in  nostrums 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 

This  trade  in  quack  medicines  is  a  dishonest  business.  It  is  not,  or  ought  not  to 
be  considered  respectable,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  physicians  to  discountenance  it.  It 
is  a  dishonest  business,  because  by  reason  of  false  representations,  and  bought  or 


Medical  Intelligence, 


327 


forged  certificates,  it  holds  out  to  the  invalid  promises  which  cannot  be  fulfilled. 
The  co'.isumptive's  last  dollar  is  drawn  from  his  pocket  to  purchase  some  worthless 
compound,  wfuch.  in  the  simplicity  of  their  hearts,  he  and  his  friends  are  led  to 
believe  will  restore  him  to  health — a  hope  founded  on  these  false  statements  of  the 
patent  medicine  dealer,  but  soon  to  be  quenched  in  death.  This  is  but  one  illus- 
tration— will  any  one  sa}^  that  such  a  business  is  honest  f 

It  is  not  a  respectable  business.  The  man  who  puts  out  his  decoy  sign  in  some 
alley  or  lane  of  the  city,  and  by  false  promises,  in  high-sounding  advertisements, 
and  by  an  assumed  name,  promises  to  cure  "  secret  diseases  "  by  secret  remedies, 
in  a  short  time,  according  to  the  price  the  too-believing  unfortunate  one  is  able  to 
pay,  is  not  called  respectable.  We  do  not  call  the  man  who  aids  and  assists  him 
respectable,  and  he  does  not  consider  himself  worthy  of  respect.  He  is  ashamed 
of  himself.  Is  the  manufacturer  or  dealer  in  such  secret  remedies,  though  in  a 
rr.o  e  splendid  establishment,  and  patronized  by  the  regular  physician,  is  he  so  far 
a.bove  the  quack  doctor  that  some  of  the  censure  nfiay  not  apply  to  him'?  Cer- 
tainly not.  By  misrepresentation,  these  nostrums  are  placed  before  the  public; 
the  apothecary,  if  not  directly  interested  in  their  manufacture,  buys  a  supply,  say- 
ing, to  relieve  himself  of  the  responsibility,  that  people  will  be  humbugged,  and 
he  miglit  as  well  have  the  profit  of  it  as  others.    A  poor  excuse,  truly. 

It  is  the  duty  of  physicians  to  discountenance  it,  by  all  means  in  their  power, 
because  it  is  a  dishonest  business — (one  reason  in  itself  sufficient) — because  it  is 
or  ought  to  be  disi  eputable,  and  because,  by  combining  the  dispensing  of  medi- 
cines with  the  <  >  quack  nostrums,  the  medical  profession  is  dearaded  by  the 
connectio  *1;  .  .;ious compounds  of  a  Townsend,  a  Brandreth,  and  a  MofFatt, 
are  vende;;  \[  i.,e  .-.ame  counter  where  the  prescriptions  of  physicians  are  com- 
pounded— tiu;  b!c,<l  and  comprehensive  term  "Pharmacy,"  being  made  to  cover 
the  wholo. 

By  the  exoinons  of  physicians,  this  state  of  things  can  be  remedied.  When 
apothecaries  are  aware  that  their  shops  will  not  be  patronized  and  recommended 
by  the  medical  faculty,  as  long  as  they  continue  to  deal  in  nostrums,  they  will  be 
discarded  iVom  their  shelves,  and  the  business  confined  to  a  few  disreputable  shops, 
having  I. :i  oonu'^^lion  with  the  respectable  drug  business.  These  nostrums  will 
be  man  id  so^  lO  some  extent,  but  let  us  clear  ourselves  of  all  connection  with 
the  trail.,  Thit,  f  believe,  i-^  the  state  of  feeling  amcng  the  profession  generally 
— at  leasu      r  u  as  I  have  a      .  owledge  of  it. 

By  the     ;(  r,,irks,  1  only  h  excite  a  spirit  of  inquiry  among  the  members 

of  the  prt  -  -'1  1,  and  I  hope  before  long  to  see  some  decisive  action  taken  in  the 
matter,  tha^  '  i  >  vs  may  n  longer  remain  a  dead  letter  on  the  books  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Me.       Society.  A  vT  -^^ber  of  '^he  Mass.  Med.  Society. 

The  Annwersanj  li  'i.  ^ing  at  Wj  "iter. —  V  .-in !'  '.-  ;  ->r  ;he  Mass.  Med.  Society  are  informed 
that  tickets  for  conveyance  to  VV„  .  •  r  and  b?'.',  r^.^.  ^Mo,  may  be  obtained  at  this  office,  after 
to-day,  and  also  at  the  B.  an<l  W.  !  oad  Ticket  Oflice  ou  the  morning  of  the  27th  and  28th 
inst.  The  tickets  will  be  lakon  in  any  of  the  reg'niar  trains  to  Worcester,  on  Tuesday  or  Wed- 
nesday, and  in  those  from  U  orccrster,  'fLe^day,  Weonesday,  or  Tl?  sday.  Trains  leave  Boston 
in  the  morning  at  7^  and  8  o'clock.  Gko.  Stkv>\'  Jonks, 

Ch'tirman  Committee  of  Arrancrprp.rv.':-  .-^'iffolk  District  Med.  Society. 

N.  B.  A  similar  arrangement  has  beoii  made  with  the  Wes'i  ;  . .  mu\  the  Providence  &.  Worces- 
ter Railroads,  by  which  members  residing  in  the  western  and  souinern  counties  will  be  able  to  at- 
tend the  meeting  at  half  the  usual  fares. 


Barmiable.  {Ms.)  Dist.  Med.  Society. — At  a  meeting  of  ti  .  Society,  held  at  Barnstable,  May  6, 
1851,  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  officers: — Dr.ii..  \¥  ('arpenipr,  of  (;ii;iiham,  Presi' 
dent;  Dr.  Jonathan  Leonard,  of  Sandwich,  V.  Preddenl  ;  Dr.  .<  ;  I.  vjoc!'!,  rl  iJjcwster,  Sec'y; 
Dr.  George  Shove,  of  Yarmouth,  Treasurer;  Drs.  E.  W.  Cuip!  C'Tuish,  Jonathan 

Leonard,  George  Shove  and  S.  H.  Gould,  Censors;  Drs.  George  .SImv»\  (}  '  Doane,  S.  H. 
Gould  and  T.  Wilson,  Counsellors.  £.  VV.  *  A.vi    .mer,  Fres't. 

S.  H.  GouLO,  Sec'y. 

BHstol  {Mass.)  District  Med.  Society. — At  the  annual  me  jiiiv  ■  'ivis  Society,  held  in  Taunton, 
March  19,  1831,  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  officers  of  tno  Society  for  tlic  enduing  year  : 

Dr.  Johnson  Gardner,  of  Vue  de  rEan.  Pres't;  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Hatch,  V.  Pres't ;  Dr.  'J'hadde- 
us  Phelps,  of  Atlleboro',  Secretary  and  Treasurer ;  Drs,  Benotii  Carpenter.  Johnson  Gardner  and 
Charles  Howe,  Counsellors ;  Drs,  Caleb  Swan,  M.  R.  Randall  and  Phineas  Savery,  Censors ; 
Drs.  P.  Savery  and  James  B.  Dean,  Librarians. 


Notice,— The  report  of  deaths,  with  other  matter,  is  ncr«ssarily  deferred  till  the  n?xt  number. 
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A  Petrified  Corpse  in  Wisconsin. — We  find,  in  a  Wisconsin  Journal, 
the  following  very  extraordinary  case  of  rapid  petrification.  On  the  20lh 
of  August,  1847,  Mrs.  Phelps,  wife  of  our  informant,  Abner  P.  Phelps, 
died,  and  was  buried  at  Oak  Grove,  Dodge  County.  On  the  11th  of  April 
last,  she  was  taken  up  to  be  removed  to  Strong's  landing.  The  coffin  was 
found  to  be  very  heavy,  and  the  body  to  retain  the  features  and  propor- 
tions. After  its  removal  to  Strong's  landing,  a  distance  of  forty-five 
miles,  the  body  was  examined  and  found  to  be  wholly  petrified — converted 
to  a  substance  resembling  a  light-colored  stone.  tJpon  trial,  edge  tools 
made  no  more  impression  upon  it  than  upon  marble.  In  striking  upon  the 
body  with  a  metal,  a  hollow  ringing  sound  was  produced.  The  disease  by 
which  she  came  to  her  death  was  child-bed  fever  and  dropsy,  and  when 
the  body  was  buried  it  was  very  much  swollen.  The  ground  in  which  she 
had  been  buried  was  a  yellowish  loam,  and  the  body  lay  about  three  feet 
above  the  lime-rock. 


Shocking  Death  of  a  Physician. — Mention  was  made  in  a  previous 
number  of  this  Journal  of  the  shocking  manner  by  which  Dr.  E.  Morey 
came  to  his  untimely  end.  Below  will  be  found  the  particulars  of  the 
dreadful  accident,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  New  York  Observer. 
*'  Dr.  Morey,  of  Westville,  N.  Y.,  started  April  16,  to  visit  a  patient  at  the 
junction  of  the  Constable  and  Malone  roads,  in  Burke.  He  was  over- 
taken by  night  at  Constable,  and  remained  there  until  3  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of 
Thursday.  With  a  spirited  horse  and  frail  gig  he  then  left,  and  when 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  Burke  line,  the  right  wheel  of  his  gig  ran 
into  a  deep  hole,  causing  him  to  break  the  seat  of  his  gig,  and  fall  on  the 
wheel,  which  carried  him  forward  of  it  and  then  ran  over  his  shoulder, 
thus  bringing  him  immediately  under  the  gig,  with  his  face  turned  up- 
wards. The  injury  might  have  ended  here,  but  in  falling  his  right  foot 
slipped  inside  of  the  shaft,  under  the  floor  of  the  carriage,  and  was  held 
there  by  an  iron  bolt  which  held  the  seat  to  the  floor,  and  which,  striking 
in  his  instep,  tore  through  his  boot,  rendering  it  impossible  for  him  to  ex- 
tricate his  foot.  After  dragging  about  a  rod,  the  horse  apparently  running 
at  full  speed,  he  reached  up  and  caught  the  hind  part  of  the  shafts,  and 
held  himself  from  the  ground  for  thirty  or  forty  rods,  when  he  again  drag- 
ged, his  hold  being  loosened,  probably,  for  want  of  strength  to  hold  him- 
self up.  The  horse  ran  nearly  three  miles,  and  the  doctor,  as  appears 
by  the  trail  of  his  body,  held  himself  up  at  three  different  times,  for 
the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  rods  ;  being  still  alive 
and  holding  himself  up  when  passing  Goodspeed's,  in  Burke,  some 
three  or  four  miles  from  the  place  of  his  fall.  When  found,  his  horse 
had  travelled  seven  and  a  half  miles  in  less  than  an  hour,  over  the 
roughest  of  roads,  and  was  walking  slowly  homewards,  while  the  life- 
less corpse  dragged  in  the  mud,  divested  of  nearly  all  the  upper  cloth- 
ing, his  gold  watch  also  trailing  by  the  string,  with  his  arms  and  torn 
garments  behind.  His  flesh  was  horribly  mangled,  but  no  bones  were 
broken.  We  have  never  heard  or  read  of  a  death  more  revolting  and 
painful." 


A  new  edifice  is  to  be  erected  in  Cincinnati,  during  the  present  season, 
for  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio.  Its  style  is  to  be  the  domestic  gothic, 
and  it  is  intended  to  be  not  inferior  to  the  best  in  the  country. 
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ON  MEANS  FOR  EFFICIENT  VACCINATION. 

BY  GEO.  M.  LEESE,  ESQ.j  M.R.C  S.,  L.S.A.,  STATIONARY  VACCINATOR  OF  THE  N.   V.  E. 

Vaccination,  as  a  safeguard  against  smallpox,  being  a  point  of  great 
importance  to  the  community  at  large — and  having  lately  caused  a  dis- 
cussion at  the  Royal  Medico-Chirurgical  Society — allow  me  to  offer  a 
few  remarks  on  the  subject:  which,  with  all  due  deference,  certainly 
differ  from  some  observations  expressed  by  Dr.  Gregory  at  the  time,  and 
in  a  letter  subsequently,  wherein  he  states,  that  "  the  prohibition  to 
inoculate  vaccinated  persons  is  universal,  and  ought  to  be  repealed."  I 
am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  a  repeal  of  the  law  of  this  country,  in 
that  respect,  would  be  injudicious  and  mischievous,  leading  to  many  un- 
toward results — not  merely,  or  even  so  much,  to  the  individuals  them- 
selves, as  to  others — by  frequently  producing  epidemic  variola.  In  the 
case  recited  before  the  Society  by  Dr.  Webster,  we  find  that  one  at- 
tack of  variola  (after  vaccination),  did  not  prevent  a  recurrence  of  that 
disease  terminating  fatally.  Many  cases  have  been  known  of  persons 
marked  from  early  life  with  variola,  dying  from  a  subsequent  attack — 
secondary  smallpox  being  usually  dangerous.  If,  then,  smallpox,  with 
its  numberless  pustules,  and  dangerous  concomitant  fever,  cannot  always 
impart  perfect  immunity,  why  should  vaccination  be  expected  to  accom- 
plish more  ? — being  in  itself  more  mild,  and  limited  in  its  action.  Other 
infectious  diseases,  as  scarlatina,  pertussis,  rubeola,  &z;c.,  which  usually 
occur  but  once  in  the  same  individual,  although  frequently  exposed 
thereto,  will  under  particular  circumstances  recur.  What  peculiar 
change  may  take  place  in  one  attack  of  either  of  these  diseases,  to  pre- 
vent a  recurrence,  and  its  "  modus  operandi  "  on  the  animal  economy, 
I  leave  to  pathologists  and  physiologists  to  determine.  I  believe  much 
to  be  effected  by  the  specific  irritative  fever  accompanying  it  ;  so  with 
vaccinia — a  due  quantum  of  febrile  action  should  be  induced,  by  a  plu- 
rality of  vesicles ;  and  not  to  trust,  as  is  often  done,  to  a  single  one  to 
impart  permanent  security ;  for  I  have  generally  found  the  modification 
of  subsequent  variola  to  be  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  the  severity  of  the 
previous  vaccination — viz.,  that  where  it  occurs  in  persons  having  four  or 
six  vaccine  cicatrices,  it  is  much  more  modified  (and  not  fatal)  than 
where  one  or  two  scars  only  can  be  found.  Vaccination,  to  be  e/-ficient, 
and  impart  permanent  security,  must  be  suf-^c'ient.  Some  peculiar  con- 
stitutions are  more  amenable  to  certain  medicines  than  others.  Thus 
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may  ptyalism  be  caused  in  one  individual  by  a  grain  or  two  of  calomel  ; 
but  the  majority  of  persons  require  more  to  produce  the  same  action. 
Who  can  prognosticate  how  small  a  portion  of  mercury  will  invariably 
prove  a  salivating  dose  ?  Now,  vaccine  lymph  should  be  administered 
in  a  saturating  dose  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  term)  to  impart  more  than 
a  temporary  protection. 

I  am  aware  that  some  of  my  medical  brethren  argue  that  one  atom 
of  certain  animal  poisons  will  by  inoculation  freely  infect  the  system  ;  this 
may  be  the  case  with  variolous  pus,  inducing  innumerable  pustules  ;  so, 
likewise,  one  syphilitic  wound  may,  in  due  time,  cause  extensive  rupia, 
eczema,  &:c.,  but  the  analogy  is  lost  with  regard  to  vaccine  lymph,  being 
in  itself  so  much  more  limited  in  its  action,  producing  only  a  vesicle,  the 
seat  of  puncture,  and  not  a  general  eruption.  The  object,  then,  with  so  mild 
an  agent,  should  be  to  make  as  strong  an  impression  upon  the  constitu- 
tion as  possible,  to  neutralize  the  inherent  predisposition  to  receive 
smallpox  ;  and  I  believe  the  prophylactic  power  much  to  depend  upon  a 
due  amount  of  pyrexia  accompanying  the  progress  of  the  vaccine  vesi- 
cle, and  especially  during  the  existence  of  the  areola,  and  to  be  of  greater 
intensity  with  half  a  dozen  vesicles  than  with  one  only.  This  was  the 
opinion  of  my  late  father,  and  published  by  him  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1812  ;  and  the  more  I  see  of  vaccine  practice,  the  more  I  am  con- 
vinced of  the  accuracy  of  the  observation.  I  have  seen  very  few  per- 
sons bearing  jive  or  six  distinct  cicatrices,  who  have  subsequently  taken 
variola  ;  all,  however,  highly  modified,  and  in  no  one  instance  terminat- 
ing fatally,  the  modification  being  generally  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  vesicles  that  had  been  employed  :  on  the  other  hand,  many  cases 
with  one  or  two  well-defined  cicatrices,  more  or  less  severe,  some  un- 
modified,  and  occasionally  fatal.  These  last  are  the  cases  where,  to 
inoculate  with  smallpox  pus,  would  prove  not  only  dangerous  to  them- 
selves, but  likely  to  disseminate  a  loathsome  and  destructive  disease, 
far  and  wide,  for  in  themselves  the  variola  would  not  in  all  probability 
assume  a  papular  form,  not  contagious  as  reported  by  Cazenavein  France, 
and  by  Dr.  Gregory  before  the  Society  ;  but,  in  the  vesicular  or  pustular 
form,  more  or  less  modified,  and  in  proportion  infectious  ;  a  papular  ap- 
pearance being  only  likely  to  occur  in  those  who,  being  better  protected, 
might  have  taken  the  disease  by  exposure  in  a  similar  form.  I  trust  the 
government  of  this  country  (as  well  as  of  Austria)  will  not  be  induced 
to  repeal  the  existing  law,  prohibiting  smallpox  inoculation,  nor  retract 
the  offer  of  a  temporary  residence  in  Newgate  to  any  person  who  shall 
infringe  that  law,  and  thereby  introduce  so  direful  a  pest  amongst  her 
Majesty's  subjects;  whether  a  law  would  be  beneficial  to  render  vacci- 
nation compulsory,  is  a  matter  for  consideration. 

1  do  not  consider  any  person  to  have  been  satisfactorily  or  effectually 
vaccinated,  or  likely  to  continue  permanently  safe,  who  can  show  but  a 
single  cicatrix  ;  nor  have  I  out  of  more  than  forty  thousand  patients 
whom  1  have  vaccinated,  ever  certified  a  case  on  the  vaccine  register  as 
perfect  and  satisfactory  with  a  single  vesicle,  but  recommend  re-vaccina- 
tion at  a  future  period,  not  smallpox  inoculation. 

I  agree  with  Dr.  Basham's  remark,  that  "  sufficient  stress  is  not  laid 
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upon  the  distinction  which  we  tjiought  ought  to  be  drawn  between  per- 
fect and  imperfect  vaccination  ;  many  of  the  latter,  he  believed,  were 
those  who  were  affected  with  variola."  And  also  in  his  remarks  respect- 
ing vaccine  cicatrices,  many  erroneous  opinions  might  be  avoided  if  more 
attention  were  bestowed  upon  the  difference  that  exists  between  the 
good  scar  and  the  spurious  ;  also  between  the  genuiue  vesicle  and  the 
spurious :  an  experienced  eye  may  usually  detect  the  distinction. 

In  the  report  read  by  Dr.  Gregory  before  the  Society,  of  2854  pa- 
tients admitted  into  the  Hospital  from  1844  to  1850  inclusive,  it  ap- 
pears that  of  the  unprotected  more  than  one  third  died — viz.,  ^^^^  ; 
whereas,  of  the  vaccinated  (however  partiaUy)  only  one  in  twenty,  or 
iJ;,,.  These  figures  do  not  agree  with  the  table  appended  to  his  letter, 
in  the  same  number  of  the  Lancet,  nor  does  one  column  tally  with 
another.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  mortality  took  place  in 
the  old  hospital  at  King's  cross,  where  of  late  years  it  has  been  noto- 
rious that  many  died  of  hospital  miasm  rather  than  variola,  per  se,  and 
of  the  vaccinated,  amongst  adults  only.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  mor- 
tality may  in  future  be  greatly  diminished  by  modern  improvements  in 
the  new  building,  and  the  salubrious  air  of  Highgate. 

I  am  much  surprised  to  learn  from  Dr.  Gregory,  that  "  he  had  never 
seen  modified  smallpox  in  the  young,  either  in  private  or  public  practice  : 
neither  had  he  read  of  it  in  books,  or  heard  of  its  occurrence  abroad  ;  it 
was  only  to  be  found  in  the  adult."  Dr.  Snow  stated  having  attended  a 
case  under  three  years  of  age.  It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  have  seen  dozens 
of  cases  of  modified  variola  in  children,  after  what  I  have  denominated 
partial  vaccination,  showing  that  such  will  not  prove  prophylactic  for 
"  the  period  of  fifteen  years."  Space  will  not  allow  me  to  quote  nume- 
rous cases,  but  1  must  for  the  present  content  myself  with  the  following  ; 
and  referring  to  a  letter  from  Dr.  Gregory  to  myself  respecting  "  E.  I. 
P.,  aged  12  years,  who  died  in  the  Hospital,  Dec.  19,  1850,  of  con- 
fluent variola  ;  no  cicatrix  perceptible"  (reported  to  have  been  vaccina- 
ted by  me,  but  the  name  cannot  be  found  on  the  register).  On  visiting 
the  family,  1  saw  a  brother  of  the  deceased,  under  three  years  of  age, 
having  07ie  cicatrix,  with  twenty  or  thirty  variolous  pustules  ;  also  a  sister, 
aged  16.^  years,  with  three  distinct  cicatrices  on  each  arm,,  with  about  a 
dozen  papuloi.  On  the  other  hand,  many  instances  might  be  added  of 
longer  security,  where  vaccinia  had  been  employed  in  greater  quan- 
tity and  intensity,  as  in  my  propria  persona,  vaccinated  in  each  arm 
in  1811,  and  frequently  exposed  to  the  contagion  of  variola. 

I  consider  re- vaccination  of  great  importance  ;  for  when  persons  have 
been  freely  vaccinated  in  infancy,  the  second  insertion,  even  after  an  in- 
terval of  twenty  or  thirty  or  more  years,  usually  produces  but  slight  ac- 
tion, progressing  only  for  a  few  days,  thereby  proving  that  some  pro- 
phylactic power  still  exists  ;  whereas,  after  partial  vaccination,  the  effect 
is  more  abundant,  and  frequently  as  regular,  as  in  primitive  vaccinia,  with 
areolae  on  the  eighth  or  tenth  day.  It  is  reasonable  to  infer,  that  if  the 
latter  cases  are  capable  of  receiving  vaccinia  a  second  time,  with  such 
intensity,  they  might  sooner  or  later  take  variola ;  and  that  such  re-vacci- 
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nation  may  put  them  on  an  equality  with  those  vaccinated  for  the  first 
time.  I  would  mention,  that  since  the  1st  of  January  last  I  have  in- 
spected 108  cases  of  re-vaccination  (of  all  ages,  but  mostly  adults)  ;  of 
thirty-seven,  bearing  from  one  to  three  cicatrices,  much  effect  was  pro- 
duced in  thirty,  and  slight  effect  in  seven  ;  whereas,  of  seventy-one,  with 
from  three  to  six  cicatrices,  much  effect  in  five,  and  slight  eftect  in  sixty- 
5'x — showing  the  value  of  quantity  and  intensity,  in  primitive  vaccina- 
tion, to  efiect  protection  for  a  lengthened  period.  Some  inoculated  per- 
sons, and  others  who  have  had  "  natural  "  smallpox,  are  as  susceptible 
of  vaccinia  as  those  are  of  re-vaccination  who  previously  had  been  but 
partially  vaccinated. 

Much  might  be  said  respecting  the  quality  of  the  lymph  to  be  em- 
ployed, the  period  of  taking  it,  manner  of  preserving  it,  mode  of  apply- 
ing it,  &:c.  These  are  all  points  of  interest,  but  which  it  is  not  my  pre- 
sent intention  to  enter  upon,  nor  will  space  permit.  I  'believe  that,  with 
due  precaution,  vaccination  is  capable  of  producing  as  much  security, 
without  the  danger,  as  smallpox  inoculation  ;  not  forgetting  the  valuable 
opinion  of  Chomel,  "  that  we'  cannot  fairly  exact  more  from  vaccina- 
tion than  from  the  smallpox  itself." 

Should  any  of  the  foregoing  remarks  induce  some  of  my  brother  offi- 
cers in  the  vaccine-field  to  wield  their  weapons  more  freely  (not  destruc- 
tively), my  object  will  be  fully  gained,  and  much  loss  of  life  prevented. — 
London  Lancet, 


CASE  OF  CARIES  AFFECTING  THE  ANKLE-JOINT— RECOVERY  WITH- 
OUT  AMPUTATION  OR  EXCISION. 

BY  T.  D.   LEEj  M.D.,  NEW  YORK. 

The  patient,  Lewis  Tilton,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  is  now  43 
years  of  age  ;  is  of  good  constitution  and  temperate  habits  ;  is  by  occu- 
pation a  moulder  in  an  iron  foundry,  and  has  worked  at  the  business  for 
the  last  fifteen  years. 

August  23d,  1844. — Patient  says  that  his  health  has  not  been  good 
for  the  last  four  years  ;  that  when  slightly  indisposed  his  lower  ex- 
tremities always  give  him  pain.  In  the  summer  of  1841,  he  had  a  su- 
perficial burn  over  the  whole  of  the  left  foot,  which  was  caused  by  melt- 
ed iron  falling  into  his  boot.  By  this  burn  he  was  kept  from  his  business 
for  one  month,  at  the  expiration  of  which  a  fistulous  ulcer  formed  along 
the  under  surface  of  the  phalangeal  bones  of  the  left  great  toe,  which 
resisted  many  attempts  to  heal  it  by  palliative  surgery  ;  but  gave  him 
but  little  inconvenience.  Patient  is  now  confined  to  his  bed.  He 
complains,  without  having  been  subjected  to  any  inordinate  exposure,  of 
chills,  heat  and  pain  over  the  whole  body  ;  but  the  most  acute  pain  is 
referred  to  the  anterior  surface  of  the  left  tibia.  The  limb  soon  be- 
came intensely  inflamed,  from  the  commencement  of  the  middle  third 
of  the  tibia,  down  to  the  phalanges  of  the  toes.  Patient  was  now  put 
under  antiphlogistic  treatment,  both  general  and  local,  for  one  week. 
Fluctuation  was  then  detected  over  the  middle  third  of  the  tibia  ante- 
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riorly,  and  an  incision  made  down  to  the  bone,  which  gave  vent  to 
about  sixteen  ounces  of  pus.  The  bone  appeared  healthy,  and  the  in- 
cision soon  cicatrized,  leaving  this  part  of  the  hmb  sound.  Several 
small  abscesses  now  pointed  about  the  ankle,  which  were  opened  and 
found  to  contain  small  particles  of  carious  bone  loose  in  the  pus.  On 
further  examination  it  was  found  that  the  lower  extremity  of  the  tibia 
and  of  tbe  fibula,  the  astragalus  and  the  posterior  part  of  the  os  calcis, 
were  in  a  state  of  caries.  A  probe  could  now  be  passed  freely  through 
the  centre  of  the  joint  without  any  inconvenience  to  the  patient  ;  and 
the  rough  surfaces  of  the  bones  could  be  heard  grating  on  each  other  as 
the  joint  was  moved.  The  fistulous  ulcer  was  now  laid  open  its  whole 
length,  which  effected  in  a  few  days  a  complete  closure. 

September  1 0th. — Patient  has  no  fever,  and  does  not  complain  of 
any  pain.  The  discharge  of  pus  is  about  eight  ounces  daily.  Appe- 
tite is  good  ;  sleeps  sound  by  night.  Patient  was  now  advised  to  make 
beefsteak  the  principal  article  of  his  diet.  He  was  seen  daily,  and  it 
was  thought  that  he  was  obedient  to  directions  ;  but  on  the  20th  of 
September  he  admitted  that  he  had  ordered  his  beef  cut  from  the  part 
where  there  was  the  most  fat  ;  and  finding  that  beef  did  not  furnish  as 
much  fat  as  pork,  he  quit  the  former  for  the  latter  article.  Previous  to 
this  attack  he  had  never  had  any  appetite  for  fat  meat  of  any  kind. 
From  September  20lh,  to  January  1st,  1845,  patient  was  confined  to 
his  bed.  His  appetite  for  pork  continued  without  any  abatement.  Of  this 
article  he  would  sometimes  eat  more  at  a  meal  than  an  ordinary  laboring 
man  for  the  day.  The  quantity  of  pus  continued  as  before,  about  eight 
ounces  daily  ;  and  floating  fragments  of  bone  were  often  observed. 
Cold  water  was  the  chief  local  application,  it  being  the  most  comforta- 
ble to  the  feelings.  Up  to  this  time  the  patient  gradually  lost  in  flesh. 
From  January  1st  to  April  1st,  the  quantity  of  pus  gradually  diminished. 
The  patient  now  began  to  gain  strength  slowly  ;  and  as  his  plumpness 
increased,  his  appetite  for  pork  and  fat  gradually  declined.  Same  dress- 
ings continued. 

April  10th. — The  joint  is  now  all  closed  except  at  one  small  orifice, 
of  barely  sufficient  size  to  admit  a  probe,  and  from  which  there  is  no  dis- 
charge.   Patient  walks  about  without  any  inconvenience. 

May  J  St. — The  orifice  , is  completely  closed,  and  the  joint  free  from 
disease.  Patient  has  returned  to  his  former  employment,  and  does  the 
same  amount  of  labor  as  before  the  attack.  From  May  1st,  1345,  to 
February  19th,  1851,  there  has  not  been  the  slightest  renewal  of  dis- 
ease about  the  joint,  nor  any  pain  occurring  in  either  limb  ;  while  his 
health  has  been  better  for  the  last  five  years  than  for  several  previous. 

Present  Anatomy  of  the  Joint. — The  tibia  has  lost  one  fourth  of  an 
inch  in  length,  and  rests  upon  the  os  calcis,  with  which  it  is  anchylozed  ; 
the  fibula  has  lost  one  and  a  fourth  inch  in  length  ;  the  body  of  the 
astragalus  is  reduced  to  the  anterior  extremity  ;  the  os  calcis  has  lost 
one  inch  of  its  posterior  extremity,  and  is  nearly  on  a  line  with  the  tibia. 
There  is  flexion  and  extension,  with  slight  lateral  motion  of  the  part 
of  the  foot  anterior  to  the  tibia  ;  the  scaphoid  moving  on  the  extremity 
of  the  astragalus,  and  the  cuboides  on  the  os  calcis. 
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The  limb  is  one  inch  shorter  than  the  other  ;  and  the  foot  one  inch 
shorter  than  the  right  ;  while  the  tendo-Achillis  lies  in  close  contact  with 
the  tibia.  Patient  walks  without  a  cane  on  a  high-heeled  boot,  and 
says  the  limb  is  as  strong  as  the  other. 

For  a  somewhat  similar  case  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  London 
Lancet,  July  1st,  1848,  page  5.  In  this  case  it  appears  evident  that  the 
OS  calcis  and  astragalus  were  in  a  state  of  caries  ;  but  it  was  believed 
that  the  internal  parts  of  the  ankle-joint  were  not  implicated.  Patient, 
though  in  failing  health,  strongly  objecting  to  amputation  below  the  knee 
or  at  the  ankle-joint,  and  wishing  to  retain  his  foot,  IMr.  Thomas  VVakley 
determined  to  remove  the  os  calcis  and  the  astragalus.  The  operation 
was  performed  with  success  ;  several  small  abscesses  formed  about  the 
joint,  which  healed,  while  there  remained  flexion  and  extension  of  the 
foot  ;  so  that  with  a  high-heeled  boot  and  a  stick  patient  could  walk 
very  well.  He  returned  to  his  former  employment,  that  of  a  tailor,  in 
good  health. 

The  result  in  the  case  which  1  have  reported  was  most  satisfactory  ; 
whether.a  spontaneous  cure  would  have  resulted  in  the  second,  is  some- 
what a  matter  of  conjecture. — New  York  Journal  of  Medicine. 


LIGATURB    OF    THE    SPERMATIC    ARTERY    FOR    THE    CURE  OF 

VARICOCELE. 

BY  HORACE  NELSON,  M.D.,  OF  PLATTSBURGH,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  W.  W.,  set.  22,  of  plethoric  temperament  and  active  habits,  had 
for  three  years  suffered  from  a  large  varicocele.  The  ordinary  pallia- 
tive measures,  such  as  the  suspensory  bandage,  purgatives,  quietude, 
cold  applications,  &lc.,  had  at  various  times  been  employed,  with  little 
or  no  benefit.  During  the  last  four  months  the  disease  had  rapidly  in- 
creased, and  apart  from  the  inconvenience  resulting  from  the  enlargement 
of  the  entire  left  half  of  the  scrotum,  the  patient  suffered  severely  from 
aggravating  and  dragging  pains  in  the  lumbir  and  hypogastric  regions  ; 
under  these  circumstances,  he  was  kindly  recommended  to  me  by  my 
friend  Dr.  Fitch,  of  Mooers,  with  the  hope  that  I  might  cure  him 
radically. 

On  Saturday,  the  18th  of  February,  assisted  by  my  brother,  I  applied 
a  ligature  to  the  spermatic  artery  at  the  point  where  it  passes  over  the 
body  of  the  pubis.  A  strip  of  adhesive  plaster  was  sufficient  to  retain 
the  lips  of  the  wound  in  apposition,  cold-water  dressings  were  applied, 
the  patient  ordered  to  his  bed,  and  the  scrotum  to  be  kept  elevated. 
The  wound  healed  rapidly  by  the  first  intention,  and  on  Tuesday,  the 
21st,  the  patient  returned  home,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles  ;  the  scrotum 
of  the  original  size,  the  pain  had  disappeared,  and  with  it  the  venous 
enlargements.  I  have  since  heard  from  Mr.  W.,  and  now%  near  three 
months  after  the  operation,  there  is  no  return  of  the  disease,  and  there  is 
no  perceptible  diminution,  or  wasting  away,  of  the  testicle. 

Every  surgeon  is,  or  should  be,  aware  of  the  great  and  frequently  sud- 
den dangers  attending  operations  performed  on  venous  trunks  ;  from  a 
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slight  wound,  accidental  or  surgical,  suppurative  inflammation  is  estab- 
lished, which,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  in  spite  of  prophylactic  and 
curative  measures,  leads  the  patient  to  an  untimely  grave.  Numerous 
have  been  operations  devised  and  performed  for  the  treatment  of  vari- 
cose veins  of  the  extremities,  and  of  those  of  the  scrotum  in  particular. 
The  excision  of  the  cluster  of  veins  of  J.  L.  Petit ;  the  pin  and  ligature 
of  Davat  ;  the  potassa  fusa  of  Mayo  ;  the  compressing  forceps  of  Bres- 
chet ;  the  different  methods  of  obliterating  the  venous  trunks  as  prac- 
tised by  Phillips,  Velpeau  and  Lalleinand  ;  the  temporary  hgature  of 
Liston  and  Warren  ;  the  excision  of  the  scrotum  by  Astley  Cooper  ; 
the  silver-wire  ring  of  Wormald  ;  and  the  numberless  modifications  of 
these  different  plans  by  various  operators,  are  all  attended  with  more  or 
less  danger,  and  followed  by  a  greater  or  lesser  degree  of  benefit. 

Whatever  plan  the  surgeon  adopts  for  the  relief  of  this  distressing  and 
not  uncommon  disease,  he  should  always  be  guided  by  the  following 
indications  : — to  select  that  plan  least  likely  to  be  attended  with  sup- 
purative inflammation  of  the  cellular  structure  and  its  propagation  to  the 
diseasesd  vein  ;  and  in  the  second  place,  to  interfere  as  little  as  possible 
with  the  function  of  the  testicle. 

Fully  aware  of  the  dangers  and  uncertainties  attendant  upon  the  va- 
rious plans  I  have  briefly  enumerated,  I  determined  upon  applying  a 
ligture  to  the  spermatic  artery,  as  performed  by  Dr.  Jamieson,  of  Balti- 
more [American  Medical  Recorder,  1825],  for  circocele,  a  nosological 
distinction  more  nice  than  wise,  but  like  many  others  of  too  frequent  use 
in  medicine  and  surgery.  The  patient  lying  on  the  side  of  the  bed  with  his 
legs  hanging  down,  1  made  an  incision  in  the  direction  of  the  spermatic 
cord,  over  the  body  of  the  pubis,  and  extended  it  over  about  half  an 
inch  ;  the  moment  the  integuments  and  cellular  membrane  were  divided, 
varicose  knots  bulged  out  through  the  opening,  which,  however,  were 
carefully  pushed,  and  retained  out  of  the  way  by  means  of  a  blunt  hook. 
I  now  incised  through  the  fibres  of  the  cremaster,  cellular  and  adipose 
structures,  and  exposed  the  cord.  The  pulsations  of  the  spermatic  ar- 
tery were  distinctly  though  feebly  felt,  as  the  vessel  coursed  over  the 
pubis  ;  the  tense  and  hard  vas  deferens  at  the  iliac  side  of  the  artery, 
and  the  enlarged  and  tortuous  veins  above  and  somewhat  to  its  inner 
side.  With  as  much  care  as  possible  to  preserve  the  relation  of  these 
different  parts,  nor  to  cut  or  tear  more  than  was  required,  the  ligature 
was  carried  from  the  iliac  to  the  pubic  sides  of  the  artery,  in  order  to 
avoid  wounding  the  veins  or  vas  deferens,  and  then  tightened.  The 
distended  and  tortuous  veins  immediately  collapsed.  To  a  person  ac- 
quainted with  surgical  anatomy  no  difficulty  can  be  encountered  in  expot- 
ing  and  securing  the  artery,  while  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from 
other  operative  processes  are  effectually  prevented,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  cure  is  permanent. 

The  object  of  all  surgical  measures,  being  to  reduce  the  calibre  of  the 
enlarged  vein  in  changing  the  direction  of  the  current  of  blood,  by  the 
division  or  ligature  of  the  vessel,  or  inducing  adhesive  inflammation  by 
the  temporary  ligature  or  compression,  it  follows  that  as  the  veins,  whe- 
ther internal  (spermatic),  or  external  and  superficial  (scrotal),  return  a 
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column  of  blood  furnished  in  most  part  by  the  spermatic  artery,  the 
obliteration  of  this  vessel  and  the  consequent  immediate  collapse  of  the 
veins,  from  the  diminished  quantity  of  blood  flowing  through  them  and 
now  derived  from  the  anastomotic  branches,  must  be  followed  by  a 
certain  state  and  time  of  inaction,  wherein  the  vessels  are  enabled  to  re- 
turn to  their  original  diameter ;  while  their  comparatively  empty  condi- 
tion allows  them  to  course  up  the  inguinal  canal,  and  through  the  inter- 
nal iliac  regions  under  the  ileum,  caecum,  or  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon, 
without  being  exposed  to  that  pressure  from  any  of  these  parts,  singly  or 
in  combination,  and  which  is  the  general  cause  of  this  disease. 

The  relative  effect  of  a  ligature  upon  the  spermatic  artery  as  influ- 
encing the  special  function  of  the  testicle  in  the  secretion  of  the  semen, 
is  very  readily  explained  ;  whether  the  organ  is  deluged  with  blood, 
and  increased  in  its  general  dimensions  (hypertrophy),  or  whether  it  is 
partly  starved  out  and  gradually  diminishing  and  wasting  (atrophy),  the 
same  results  are  to  be  apprehended  in  both  states — an  impairment  of  the 
function  of  secretion,  in  the  one  case,  from  an  augmented,  and  in  the 
other  from  a  diminished  flow  of'  blood,  the  eliminating  process  being 
feebly  maintained  for  a  variable  period.  The  ultimate  results  are,  how- 
ever, very  different.  In  one  case  we  have  to  fear  disorganization  of  the 
parenchymatous  structure,  and  inducing  disease  which  ultimately  calls 
for  the  extirpation  of  the  testicle  ;  whereas  in  the  other  form,  from  the 
wasting  of  the  organ,  the  patient  is  relieved  from  present  suffering,  and 
need  apprehend  no  further  trouble. 

Although  the  spermatic  artery,  the  direct  source  from  which  the  tes- 
ticle derives  its  supply  of  blood,  is  obliterated,  nevertheless  from  its  nu- 
merous anastomoses  with  branches  derived  from  the  perineal,  pudic  and 
inguinal  arteries,  a  supply  of  blood  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
organ  is  secured,  while  the  safety  and  success  of  the  plan  1  have  de- 
scribed entitles  it  to  the  consideration  of  every  professional  man  who 
aims  to  contribute  his  mite  to  the  general  store  of  information,  and  who 
wishes  not  to  be  led  on  tacitly  by  the  great  masters  who  within  the  last 
few  years  have  shed  such  brilliant  light  upon  the  surgical  world. — 
Northern  Lancet. 


POISONING  BY  THE  OIL  OF  CEDAR. 

ICommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

On  the  21st  of  July,  18 — ,  I  was  called  to  see  Miss  ,  who,  the 

messenger  said,  was  suffering  from  epidemic  erysipelas,  which  prevailed 
in  this  region  at  the  time,  and  my  presence  was  desired  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. At  my  arrival  1  found  she  had  been  already  sick  two  days,  and 
seemed  rapidly  sinking.  Her  face  was  swollen  and  livid,  and  the  veins 
of  the  face,  head  and  neck,  were  fully  distended.  Her  eyes  were  some- 
what bloodshot,  and  the  pupils  dilated  ;  but  as  the  patient  had  been 
weeping,  I  did  not  know  but  the  sclerotic  congestion  might  in  part  have 
been  caused  by  that. 

One  half  of  the  lower  hp,  and  part  of  the  chin,  and  down  upon  the 
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side  of  the  neck,  were  much  swollen,  and  of  a  dark  hue  almost  like  ec- 
chymoses  from  a  bruise.  The  tongue  and  gums,  too,  were  involved  in 
a  similar  swelHng  and  lividity,  and  the  fauces  in  spots  were  denuded  of 
their  mucous  covering.  The  patient  seemed  much  exhausted,  or  in  a 
state  of  prostration  ;  and  although  she  made  quite  an  effort  to  inspire, 
when  the  air  passed  oiit  of  the  chest  all  strength  seemed  wanting,  and 
the  expiration  was  slow,  and  without  assistance  from  the  expiratory  mus- 
cles— the  chest  appeared  to  fall  together  from  its  own  weight.  The 
pulse  was  fluttering,  feeble  and  slow,  not  more  than  fifty-five  in  a  mi- 
nute, and  very  irregular.  The  hands  at  times  were  clenched,  and  the 
jaws  firmly  fixed  ;  but  the  patient  said  this  was  caused  by  the  inten- 
sity of  the  pain  in  the  abdomen,  where  the  erysipelas  had  become 
seated — and  so  said  her  friends. 

On  examining  the  abdomen,  I  found  it  swollen  and  hot,  but  with  no 
appearance  of  erysipelas  externally,  and  there  was  considerable  disten- 
sion and  tenderness  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach.  The  skin  was  dry  and 
parched.  The  bowels  had  been  quite  loose  the  first  day,  but  for  the  last 
twenty-four  hours  nothing  had  passed  them. 

Such  were  the  symptoms  ;  but  I  could  not  read  from  them  that  she 
was  suffering  from  erysipelas :  to  me  they  plainly  indicated  another 
source  for  all  these  difficulties.  The  family  were  all  very  respectable, 
and  the  character  of  the  girl  unimpeached.  Yet  I  could  not  avoid 
thinking  of  the  Parisian  physician,  who  was  politely  invited  by  his 
friend  in  the  cit}^,  on  his  arrival  in  America,  to  visit  a  patient  suffering 
from  a  strange  and  obscure  disease.  After  proper  investigation,  the 
learned  Frenchman  pronounced  her  enceinte.  The  attendant  said  that 
could  not  be,  for  she  was  not  married  !  "  EUe  est  enceinte  "  /  replied 
the  visiter.  "  But,"  said  the  family  physician,  I  tell  you  that  is 
not  possible,  for  she  is  not  married,  and,  besides,  she  is  a  member  of  the 
church  "  !  "I  do  not  know  vat  be  dat  disease  you  call  de  membre  of  de 
shursh,^^  replied  the  imperturbable  citizen  of  the  gay  metropolis,  "  but 
dis  ting  I  do  know,  she  be  enceinte,  and  vill  be  ver  veil  per  la  encoiiche- 
mentJ^ 

I  requested  a  private  interview  with  the  patient,  during  which  she 
acknowledged  to  me  that  she  had  taken  over  half  an  ounce  phial  full  of 
what  she  called  the  oil  of  savin — probably,  however,  it  was  the  oil  of  the 
Juniperus  Virginiana,  as  I  had  known  this  to  be  sold  by  a  vender  of 
nostrums  in  this  vicinity,  as  a  safe  and  sure  means  of  inducing  abortion. 
As  the  phial  and  the  remaining  contents  were  burned  up,  I  had  no 
means  of  deciding  positively  which  it  was,  but  do  not  think  a  patient 
likely  to  recover  after  swallowing  that  amount  of  the  oil  of  the  Junipe- 
rus Sabina. 

Under  the  use  of  Dover's  powders,  mild  laxatives,  demulcent  drinks, 
and  external  fomentations,  in  a  few  days  the  patient  was  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  comfortable  health,  but  she  never  was  very  well  for  two  or  three 
months  from  the  above  sickness,  when  she  left  town,  and  I  had  no  fur- 
ther knowledge  of  her. 

From  information  derived  from  her,  and  from  others  since  then,  I  am 
of  the  opinion  the  oil  is  not  unfrequently  taken  for  the  same  purpose  she 
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had  in  view  ;  and  have  no  doubt  proper  measures  would  fasten  the  guilt 
upon  those  who  incite  to  the  horrid  crime  of  murder  from  the  miserable 
hope  of  making  a  little  money  from  the  sale  of  the  poison.* 

Waterhury,  Vt.,  May  15,  1851.  C.  H.  Cleaveland. 


T[IE  PAST  AND  PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION— 

HOMOEOPATH  y. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Snr/jical  Journal.] 

At  no  period  have  the  means  for  the  acquirement  or  diffusion  of  medical 
knowledge  been  more  various  and  multiplied,  than  the  present — by  the 
increased  number  of  medical  schools,  the  lectures  of  learned  professors, 
the  formation  of  medical  societies,  the  writings  of  able  authors,  the 
abundance  of  periodical  publications,  and  the  thousand  facilities  afforded 
by  new  discoveries  and  inventions  ;  and  yet,  strange  to  say,  the  esteem 
and  respect,  in  which  the  medical  profession  is  held  by  the  better  in- 
formed members  of  society  and  >the  public  at  large,  was  never  at  a 
lower  ebb  than  at  this  time. 

This  is  an  anomaly,  for  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  parallel 
— unless  we  may  be  allowed,  without  profanation,  to  compare  it  with 
theology — which,  equally  at  fauh,  has  incurred  the  like  penalty.  Both 
pathology  and  theology  profess  to  be  taught  and  guided — the  one  by  the 
book  of  nature,  the  other  by  the  book  of  God — whence  most  of  that 
•which  is  practical  and  useful  is  readily  acquired  by  the  diligent  ob- 
server. But  both,  in  their  turn,  present  a  mystery  "  which  passeth  under- 
standing," for  the  solution  of  which  they  are  in  duty  bound  to  abide 
the  time  when  it  shall  please  their  Maker  to  give  them  a  new  set  of 
organs,  or  a  higher  grade  of  intellect.  But  instead  of  this,  with  the  im- 
patience of  their  primitive  ancestor  they  must  climb  the  forbidden  tree 
of  knowledge,  where,  soon  lost  among  its  numerous  branches,  or  bewil- 
dered by  their  giddy  height,  they  are  prone  to  descend,  to  ascertain  how 
far  their  airy  visions  comport  with  the  accredited  truths  and  established 
facts,  upon  which  they  had  fondly  built,  and  find  them  irreconcileable 
— whence  confusion  of  tongues,  discordant  opinions,  multiplication  of 
sects,  and  that  unanswerable  question,  Who  shall  decide  when  doctors 
disagree? — which,  become  provei'bial,  has  made  more  skeptics,  in  physic 
as  well  as  religion,  tiian  all  other  causes  combined. 

But  dropping  the  parallel,  and  leaving  theology  in  abler  hands,  it  may 
be  truly  said  that. medicine  has  obstacles  to  encounter,  peculiar  to  itself. 
Not  only  has  reason,  thus  misapplied,  proved  an  ignis  fatuus  to  mislead, 
but  that  experience  itself,  upon  which  we  had  supposed  we  might  safely 
rely,  from  the  perplexities  of  the  case  too  often  proves  fallacious.  In 
the  treatment  of  diseases,  we  do  not  duly  consider  that  many  of  them 
are  self-limited  in  their  nature,  or  controlled  by  the  innate  conservative 
powers  of  the  constitution — that  cures  may  often  be  ascribed  to  the  in- 
operative, and  perhaps  injurious  remedies  we  have  employed,  rather  than 


*  For  other  cases  of  poisoiiing- by  cedar  oil,  reported  by  Dr.  S.  C.  Wait,  of  the  State  of  New- 
York,  see  this  Journal  for  July  18,  1849.— Eu. 


Past  and  Present  State  of  the  Medical  Profession. 


339 


to  the  mysterious,  but  ever  active,  operations  of  nature.  Hence  the 
abuse  of  that  proverb,  post  hoc,  ergo  propter  hoc"  has  been  the  pro- 
Hfic  source  of  delusion  in  our  therapeutics. 

In  the  exercise  of  the  art  of  healing,  the  department  which  approaches 
nearest  to  certainty  is  that  conversant  with  external  diseases — where  the 
nature  of  the  case  and  the  result  obtained  by  art  are  so  obvious  to  the 
senses,  that  he  who  runs  may  read — that  is  to  say,  the  operations,  instru- 
mental or  manual,  the  manipulations  and  appliances,  embraced  by  the 
comprehensive  term,  cAirurg-er?/.  On  this  and  other  accounts,  surgery 
should  be  made  a  primary  object,  in  every  system  of  medical  education. 
Here  the  well-instructed  aspirant  treads  on  certain  ground,  and  has  no- 
thing to  fear  from  the  rivalry  or  impertinent  interference  of  quackery. 
J\o  man,  without  a  competent  knowledge  of  anatomy  and  the  general 
laws  which  govern  the  animal  economy,  will  venture  to  perform  a  capi- 
tal operation  in  surgery,  at  the  risk  of  having  his  head  broken  by  the 
by-standers.  But  between  this,  and  the  general  practice  of  physic, 
there  is  a  wide  gulf  ;  the  passage  of  which,  from  the  known  to  the 
comparatively  unknown — from  the  circumference  to  the  centre — is  to 
be  made  with  great  caution  and  circumspection.  It  is  entering  a  wil- 
derness, where  he  has  often  no  other  guide  than  a  loose  analogy,  or  the 
doubtful  experience  of  himself  or  others — too  conscientious  to  imitate 
the  hap-hazard  practice  of  the  thousands,  who  kill  abundantly  more 
than  they  cure,  and  yet  "  trust  they  have  a  good  conscience  " — and 
verily  they  have  their  reward,  in  this  world  at  least.  The  duties  of  his 
mission  often  require  a  sagacity  more  than  human,  and  his  best  endea- 
vors are  not  always  crowned  with  success.  The  ancients  seem  to  have 
had  a  just  opinion  on  this  subject.  In  one  of  the  oldest  books  extant, 
we  find  Homer  eulogizing  the  sons  of  iEsculapius,  who  accompanied  the 
Grecian  army  as  surgeons  merely—"  skilled  our  wounds  to  heal  "  ;  but 
when  a  pestilence  was  raging,  the  result,  probably,  of  a  hot  sun  in  a 
hot  climate,  acting  upon  a  camp  of  a  hundred  thousand  men,  the  first 
thought  was  the  offering  of  a  hecatomb  to  Phcebus.  This  may  be 
called  superstition  ;  but,  reader,  was  it  not,  both  in  theory  and  practice, 
as  rational  to  endeavor  to  propitiate  the  god  who  was  supposed  to  be 
inflicting  the  calamity,  as  to  trust  to  infinitesimal  doses  of  some  inert,  or 
perhaps  hurtful  medicine? 

Such  in  spirit  was  the  practice  of  Hippocrates,  the  ackowledged  fa- 
ther of  physic — the  unequalled  accuracy  of  whose  observations  of  the 
phenomena  of  disease,  and  the  wisdom  of  whose  practice,  have  stood 
the  test  of  more  than  two  thousand  years — and  such  his  confidence  in  the 
conservative  and  restorative  powers  of  nature,  when  by  a  due  regard  to 
regimen,  left  free  to  exercise  those  powers — reserving  the  exhibition  of  an 
active  medicine  till  clearly  indicated — which,  however  ridiculed  by  modern 
heroes  as  "  the  expectant  plan,"  has  been  found  the  most  prudent  and 
successful  in  the  majority  of  diseases.  And  such  nearly  has  been  the 
practice  of  some  of  the  wisest  physicians  in  all  ages — studious  observers 
of  the  rise,  progress  and  termination  of  diseases,  awaiting  clear  indica- 
tions for  the  exhibition  of  medicines,  and  carefully  selecting  those  which 
a  strict  analogy  or  experience  may  to  their  judgment  suggest — prefer- 
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ring  otherwise  "  a  masterly  inactivity,"  and  hopeful  confidence  in  the.  re- 
cuperative powers  of  nature,  to  the  blind  and  officious  interference  of 
art.  Not  so,  liowever,  with  the  mass,  the  more  ambitious  of  whom 
have  obtruded  system  after  system,  and,  promising  what  they  could  not 
perform,  have  discredited  medicine  as  an  art,  and  annulled  it  as  a  science. 

Enlightened  men,  in  an  enlightened  age,  who  give  the  tone  to  public 
opinion,  could  no  longer  be  blind  to  the  vain  pretensions  of  such  a  class 
of  men — and  without  taking  much  pains  to  discriminate,  have  lost  their 
confidence  in  xhQ  profession.  Such,  however,  is  the  love  of  life  or  fear 
of  death,  that  drowning  men  will  catch  at  straws — and  thus  in  extremis, 
a  physician  may  be  called  in  as  a  last  resort,  or  for  form's  sake,  and  a 
cock  sacrificed  to  ^^sculapius,  with  little  faith  in  his  divinity. 

Thus  for  the  last  fifty  years,  the  field  has  been  open  to  adventurers, 
and  they  have  not  been  few  or  inactive.  Of  this  legion,  homoeopathy 
bears  the  bell  at  present — upon  which,  therefore,  the  writer,  with  all  be- 
fitting gravity,  will  hazard  a  few  concluding  remarks. 

A  ship  that  sails  under  false  colors  may  well  be  suspected  of  some 
piratical  design.    Had  the  advocates  of  this  system,  if  such  it  may  be 
called,  been  actuated  by  a  sincere  zeal  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  or  an 
honest  wish  to  promote  the  usefulness  of  the  healing  art — instead  of  an- 
nouncing it  by  a  startling  paradox,  or  palpable  untruth,  calculated,  by 
its  novelty  and  boldness,  to  astound  rather  than  convince,  in  short  to  get 
up  a  sect  in  opposition  to  the  established  practice — they  would  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  acknowledged  imperfections  of  that  practice, 
insisted  upon  the  futility  of  employing  such  a  multiplicity  of  medicines 
of  doubtful  efficacy,  recommended  a  more  simple  mode  of  practice,  and 
greater  reliance  on  the  salutiferous  efforts  of  nature,  and  that  rigid  at- 
tention to  diet  which  gives  nature  free  scope  for  the  exercise  of  her 
restorative  powers — to  prove,  by  fair  example  rather  than  trickery,  the 
superiority  of  their  plan — to  prove,  in  short,  that  no  medicine  was  better 
than  too  much.    Such  language,  decorously  urged  upon  the  candid  of 
the  old  scliool,  might  have  operated  as  a  wholesome  rebuke,  and  remind- 
ed them  of  the  adage — ^'  fas  est  ah  hoste  doceri^    But  this  would  not 
have  answered  their  purpose,  knowing,  as  they  did,  or  ought  to  have 
known,  that  these  opinions  and  arguments  had  been  entertained  and 
urged  long  before  Hahnemann  dreamed  in  Germany,  but  urged  for  the 
advancement  of  practical  medicine,  not  with  the  selfish  and  sordid  view 
of  founding  a  new  sect  upon  the  ruins  of  an  old  one — which  is  the 
obvious  aim  of  these  innovators.  Delcnda  est  Carthago,  seems  to  be  their 
watchword — your  house  must  come  down,  and  ours  go  up — by  mining 
or  counter-mining,  or  other  art  of  strategy.    To  accomplish  this,  a  fur- 
ther tax  upon  public  credulity  must  be  imposed — knowing,  or  shrewdly 
guessing,  that  the  bulk  of  mankind  are,  in  this  respect,  like  a  certain 
saint,  often  quoted,  more  ready  to  believe  a  thing  because  it  is  impossible. 
They  are  taught  to  believe  that  a  part  is  greater  than  the  whole  ;  that  a 
millionth  part  of  a  grain  of  oyster  shell  is  more  efficient  than  the  whole 
shell,  swallowed  at  once  ;  that  a  vial  of  this  dilution  once  shaken  is  a 
panacea — twice  shaken,  a  deadly  poison  ;  with  other  marvels  of  this  sort, 
which  when  well  digested  by  the  proselyte,  he  may  ever  after  be  counted 
upon  as  a  patient ! 
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What  is  to  be  the  destiny  of  this  new  aspirant  after  medical  ascend- 
ancy, or  rather  after  the  loaves  and  fishes  of  pubhc  favor,  who  can  tell  ? 
This  world  is  given  to  change.  Metamorphoses,  as  great  as  any  recorded 
by  Ovid,  are  taking  place  daily  in  all  the  walks  and  conditions  of  men 
and  things.  Nil  admirari,  to  think  nothing  strange — is  the  motto  for 
him  who  has  long  witnessed  these  vicissitudes.  To  foretell  the  fortunes 
of  the  child  of  to-day,  requires  the  gift  of  prophecy.  The  most  un- 
promising cub  that  was  ever  engendered,  may  by  assiduity  be  licked  into 
shape — 

"  Till  often  seen,  familiar  with  its  face, 
We  first  endure,  tlien  pity,  then  embrace." 

Of  homoeopathy  in  particular,  I  have  only  one  other  remark  to  make. 
The  man  who  makes  this  similia  similibus  curantur  his  rule  of  action, 
to  be  consistent  must  calculate  to  lead  a  single  life — for  he  will  hardly 
find  a  wife  who  is  not  tenacious  of  a  very  opposite  creed — contraria  con- 
trariis  curantur.  Senex. 


DISLOCATION   OF    THE  RADIUS,  OF    SIX    WEEKS'  STANDING,  RE- 
DUCED BY  THE  AID  OF  CHLOROFORM. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I.  H.j  athletic  and  dissipated,  was  thrown  in  a  scuflSe,  falling  forward, 
his  hand  striking  the  ground,  and  his  antagonist  falling  on  his  arm  from 
behind,  displacing  the  head  of  the  radius  forward.  He  applied  to  a 
physician,  who,  being  undecided  as  to  the  nature  of  the  injury  from 
much  tumefaction  of  the  part,  advised  lotions,  &lc.,  and  rest.  Six  weeks 
afterwards,  I  was  called  on  to  examine  it.  The  swelling  had  abated, 
the  joint  was  slightly  bent,  and  susceptible  of  very  little  motion.  A 
surgical  friend,  whom  I  invited  to  assist  me,  applied  Jarvis's  adjuster,  and 
made  extension  in  a  line  with  the  humerus  until  the  instrument  was 
broken,  wldiout  any  benefit.  He  was  then  put  completely  under  the 
influence  of  chloroform,  and  I  proceeded  as  follows  : — It  was  the  left 
arm  ;  the  humerus  being  well  supported  by  the  assistant,  I  grasped  the 
arm  near  the  elbow  with  my  left  hand,  placing  my  thumb  strongly  be- 
tween the  two  bones  ;  then  seizing  the  wrist  in  my  right  hand,  the  re- 
duction was  accomplished  b)"  three  principal  motions,  viz.,  forcing  the 
head  of  the  radius  outward  with  the  thumb  of  the  left  hand,  and  rotat- 
ing the  bone  outward  and  flexing  the  fore-arm  strongly  with  the  right. 
It  required  all  my  strength  for  ten  minutes  ;  the  adhesions  were  felt  and 
heard  to  give  way  successive.'ly,  and  when  the  limb  was  brought  up  to 
nearly  a  right  angle  the  head  of  the  radius  was  easily  made  to  resume  its 
natural  position.  The  patient  was  entirely  unconscious  of  the  operation 
until  he  saw  his  arm  bent  at  a  right  angle  and  suspended  in  a  sling 
across  his  breast.  I  venture  to  say  that  few  more  unpromising  cases,  con- 
sidering the  kind  of  dislocation,  the  time  elapsed^  and  the  quality  of  the 
subject,  are  met  with  in  practice.  H.  N.  Mattison. 

Centreville,  R.  i..  May  18,  1851. 
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EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Comtantino'ple  (continued), — Some  of  the  hospitals  for  soldiers  and 
seamen  in  Constantinople  are  well  located,  and  enough  expended  on  them 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  sick.  I  cannot  go  into  particulars,  and 
indeed  there  is  nothing  peculiar  in  their  internal  affairs.  Many  of  the 
convents  have  hospitals  attached,  for  the  accommodation  of  those  of  their 
own  creed, — as  the  Armenians,  Greeks,  &c.  They  also  take  care  of  their 
own  insane.  Of  the  kind  of  treatment  this  class  of  sufferers  receive,  I 
must  defer  mention  till  my  return.  Besides  prnctitioners  in  ample  abund- 
ance, there  are  female  physicians  in  Constantinople  who  enjoy  an  envia- 
ble reputation  for  skill,  and  receive  the  highest  commendations,  from  the 
throne  to  the  mud  hovel.  Even  Europeans,  and  residents  from  the  Unit- 
ed Stales,  place  confidence  in  them,  as  practitioners.  They  are  called 
gillingeet  women — which  meabs,  as  nearly  as  anything,  cure-all  females. 
They  are  generally  women  fifty  years  of  age  and  upwards — a  suitable 
period  for  uncovering  their  faces — being  the  wives  of  Turks,  and  ordinarily 
Turks  by  birth.  Their  medicines,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  are  pretty 
much  like  the  New  England  diet  drinks  that  were  formerly  prepared  by  all 
good  mothers,  in  the  vernal  season,  for  their  families,  whether  sick  or  well. 
Whoever  makes  inquiries,  while  staying  in  Constantinople,  will  be  told  of 
awfully  incredible  cures  by  the  gillingeets.  The  fact  is,  they  know  nothing, 
and  while  they  are  amusing  the  patient,  nature  sometimes  gets  the  upper 
hand  in  spite  of  them,  and  a  miraculous  cure  follows.  The  character  of  the 
malady  is  not  of  the  least  importance — the  remedy  always  being  essen- 
tially the  same.  I  know  of  a  lady  who  is  represented  to  have  an  obscure 
disease  of  some  of  the  bones,  who  had  sufficient  confidence  in  one  of  these 
old  women  to  pass  through  a  series  of  liquefactions,  bat  no  way  to  her 
benefit. 

Practitioners  about  town  must  necessarily  be  numerous,  though  the  city 
is  a  healthful  one.  How  they  are  found  by  their  patrons  is  a  mystery, 
since  door-plates  are  rarely  seen,  and  could  not  always  be  read  if  they 
were.  As  in  Paris,  where  no  practitioner  puts  out  his  name,  those  who 
desire  their  services  must  hunt  them  out.  They  ordinarily  walk,  as  an 
attempt  at  riding,  even  on  horseback,  in  the  narrow  crowded  streets,  would 
be  too  slow  a  movement  if  they  have  much  to  do.  Apothecary  shops,  in 
the  Frank  quarter,  are  frequently  passed,  resembling  those  of  our  own 
cities,  but  much  smaller.  Any  one  may  obtain  medicine  by  paying  for  it. 
A  new  medical  house  is  going  up  on  the  European  side  of  the  Bosphorus, 
not  far  from  the  new  palace,  which  is  also  approaching  completion,  on  the 
water's  edge — a  far  finer  kingly  residence  than  is  usually  seen  in  England, 
France  or  Austria.  Probably  a  part  of  the  medical  building  will  be  devot- 
ed to  other  purposes,  since  it  cannot  possibly  be  required  for  mere  lecture 
rooms,  or  library  and  cabinets.  It  is  four  stories  high,  and  as  large  on  the 
ground  as  Faneuil  Hall.  The  manufacture  of  medicine  for  the  public 
service  may  be  contemplated,  after  the  customs  of  Naples  and  Lombardy. 
Who  has  been  instrumental  in  coaxinQ;-  the  council  of  state  into  the  erec- 
tion of  such  a  monster  habitation,  has  not  been  ascertained.    I  am  quite 
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surprised  at  the  elegance  and  stateliness  of  some  of  the  royal  residences. 
The  palace  on  the  Bosphorus,  erected  by  Mahmoud  the  Second,  just  be- 
fore his  death,  now  in  the  occupancy  of  his  son,  the  Sultan,  is  lighted  with 
gas.  The  marble  pillars,  the  richly  ornamented  iron  gates,  the  masonry, 
&;c.,  took  me  by  surprise.  The  new  palace,  which  is  to  be  ready  for  the 
sacred  family  in  three  years  (five  having  expired  already  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  undertaking),  is  unsurpassed  for  harmony  of  architectu- 
ral embellishments.  It  looks  more  as  I  fancy  a  palace  should,  than  any 
heretofore  seen  in  Europe.  At  the  navy  yard  I  was  equally  surprised  at 
the  beauty,  number  and  magnitude  of  the  ships  of  war.  One  carries  140 
guns.  Most  of  the  vessels,  however,  are  decaying,  and  have  a  ruinous 
appearance.  They  are  without  sailors,  and  consequently  shamefully  neg- 
lected. Some  of  the  Sultan's  steamboats  are  models  of  excellence.  Of 
course  they  were  all  manufactured  by  European  artisans.  Christians  are 
employed  in  and  about  all  the  public  works.  They  alone  have  the  genius 
and  perseverance  to  carry  out  designs  in  any  department  of  the  public 
service. 

A  partiality  for  the  science  of  law  has  induced  me  to  watch  the  processes 
in  the  courts  here.  Whoever  has  the  most  buckshiesh  for  his  honor,  the 
presiding  judge,  is  sure  of  a  decision  in  his  favor.  Within  a  year,  how- 
ever, something  like  a  reformation  has  actually  commenced,  I  am  assured, 
in  the  courts.  Cross-questioning  has  been  introduced,  an  unheard-of  no- 
velty before  to  the  stupid  Turks.  I  have  been  present  when  a  creditor 
complained  of  a  debtor  for  not  making  punctual  payment  of  his  debt.  The 
way  of  enforcing  the  decrees  of  the  court  in  such  a  case,  is  short  and  never- 
failing.  If  a  man  cannot  pay,  and  the  judge  is  convinced  of  his  inability, 
he  is  sent  to  prison  for  90  days,  when  he  passes  through  an  ordeal  equiva- 
lent to  swearing  out ;  but  a  day  or  two  before,  the  creditor,  by  hook  or 
crook,  will  contrive  to  get  him  out,  perhaps  on  a  pretence  that  a  way  is 
opened  for  payment,  a  religious  holy  day  is  approaching,  and  so  on  ;  and 
if  he  succeeds,  he  then,  by  law,  can  thrust  him  back  again  for  90  days 
n)ore,  and  even  repeat  it  as  often  as  he  succeeds  in  outwitting  his  debtor. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Holmes,  from  the  United  States,  a  man  who  is  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  institutions  of  Turkey  than  any  Frank  whom  it  has  been 
my  happiness  to  meet,  assures  me  that  there  are  actually  good-sized  writ- 
ten commentaries  on  law,  by  some  of  their  celebrated  doctors.  All  their 
jurisprudence  is  founded  on  the  doctrines  of  the  Koran  ;  but  there  always 
has  been,  and  \\\\\  continue  to  be,  peculiarities  in  cases,  for  which  their 
so-called  inspired  book  has  made  no  provision.  Consequently  the  cadis 
have  been  thrown  upon  their  own  responsibility,  and  these  precedents  now 
assume  the  form  of  manuscript  volumes,  to  which  reference  is  had  in  diffi- 
cult matters.  Some  of  these  have  accompaniments,  or  comments  upon 
comments — "  Coke  upon  Lyttleton  " — to  give  a  clearer  understanding  of 
the  author's  views.  All  these  are  executed  with  a  pen,  nothing  being 
printed  ;  for,  as  often  before  said,  they  have  neither  literature  nor  the  sem- 
blance of  a  printed  work.  However,  let  a  decision  be  determined  as  it 
may,  there  is  invariably  a  power  behind  the  screen  to  set  the  whole  aside, 
or  procrastinate,  till  both  parties  die,  without  knowing  which  is  the  better 
ofT  for  the  lawsuit. 


Smith's  Minor  Surs:ery. — This  work,  by  Henry  H.  Smith,  M.D.,  As- 
sistant Lecturer  on  Cliriical  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
is  a  most  useful  work  for  medical  students  and  junior  practitioners;  and 
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indeed  might  be  profitably  consulted  by  the  seniors  of  the  profession.  We 
agree  with  the  author,  "  that  it  is  in  the  very  simplest  matters,  that  the 
young  practitioner  soonest  hesitates;"  therefore,  a  work  like  this  is  of 
some  importance,  alike  for  study  and  for  reference.  Nearly  two  hundred 
pages  of  it  are  devoted  to  describing  the  method  of  preparing  compresses, 
tents,  and  bandages,  with  their  various  modes  of  application.  In  fact, 
every  thing  appertaining  to  minor  surgery  is  treated  of  in  detail,  aided  by 
well-executed  engravings.  We  have  given  our  opinion  of  this  work  in  a 
previous  number  of  the  Journal.  The  present  is  a  new  edition,  and  con- 
tains additions  and  alterations,  which,  altogether,  make  it  superior  to  the 
previous  one. 


Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. — The  Annual  meeting 
of  this  Society  takes  place  to-day  at  Worcester.  In  our  next  number  we 
shall  endeavor  to  give  some  account  of  the  proceedings,  should  any  of  them 
prove  of  general  interest.  Undoubtedly  there  will  be  a  full  attendance  of 
the  members,  as  it  is  expected  that  matters  of  much  importance  will  be 
acted  upon. 


Neio  York  State  Medical  Society. — The  Transactions  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the  past  year,  has  been  received.  It 
is  quite  a  large  document,  containing  248  octavo  pages.  The  annual  ad- 
dress was  delivered  before  the  Society  and  members  of  the  Legislature,  at 
the  capitol,  in  Albany,  by  Dr.  Alexander  Thompson.  The  theme  was  most 
proper  for  the  occasion,  and  must  have  produced  a  favorable  effect  upon 
the  legislative  body.  There  are  included  in  the  volume  various  papers  by 
members  of  the  Society,  on  subjects  which  are  alike  instructive  and  inte- 
resting. At  an  early  day,  it  will  alford  us  pleasure  to  refer  more  particu- 
larly to  them. 


Hampden  Sidney  College,  Virginia. — The  annual  catalogue  and  an- 
nouncement of  the  session  of  1850-51-52  of  the  medical  department  of 
Hampden  Sidney  College,  Richmond,  Va.,  has  been  sent  us.  It  appears 
that  there  were  90  students  attending  the  lectures,  26  of  whom  received 
the  honors  of  the  College.  We  should  judge,  from  the  circular,  that  the 
Faculty  possess  every  facility  for  furnishing  its  students  with  a  good  medi- 
cal education. 


Naming  and  locating  Diseases. — It  is  very  curious  to  read  in  the  jour- 
nals of  the  day,  the  names  which  are  applied  in  certain  cases  to  diseases. 
It  is  evident  that  the  friends  of  the  patient  are  informed  upon  the  subject 
by  their  medical  adviser,  or  else  such  names  would  not  be  given.  For  in- 
stance, we  see  in  the  bills  of  mortality,  that  persons  die  of  consumption 
of  the  throat,  liver  and  blood  ;  neuralgia  of  the  bowels  ;  rheumatism  of 
the  bowels,  &c.  &c.  It  may  be  well  enough  for  some  to  apply  such  am- 
biguous terms  to  disease  in  order  to  cover  a  defect  in  diagnosis ;  yet  we 
think  it  unbecoming  the  scientific  and  regular  practitioner  to  give  a  name 
to  any  diseased  action  without  some  definite  conception  of  its  character. 


Ohituary  Notices. — It  is  with  painful  emotions  that  we  see  announced 
the  death  of  Dr.  Samuel  George  Morton,  of  Philadelphia.    Dr.  Morton's 
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name  is  familiar  to  the  medical  profession  and  to  men  of  science  in  every 
part  of  the  globe.  His  indefatigable  zeal  for  collecting  the  crania  of  the 
different  races,  together  with  his  extensive  research  in  archaeology,  placed 
him  in  a  high  rank  among  the  scientific  men  of  the  age  in  Vv^hich  he  lived. 
Doubtless  some  of  his  friends  will  furnish  a  biography  for  the  press,  part 
of  which  we  shall  endeavor  to  transfer  to  our  pages.  Dr.  Morton  was 
among  the  early  subscribers  to  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
and  has  remained  on  the  list  ever  since. 

Intelligence  has  been  received  of  ihe  death  of  Dr.  Wm.  L.  VvHngate,  of 
Federalsburg,  Md.  Our  informant  states — "  Our  village  has  lost  one  of 
her  most  valuable  citizens,  whose  place  cannot  be  easily  filled.  He  was 
esteemed  by  all,  as  a  physician,  citizen  and  friend."  Dr.  Wingate  was 
among  the  list  of  our  respected  southern  subscribers,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
learn  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  fellow  townsmen.  He 
died  on  the  15th  ult.,  of  consumption. 


Death  by  Supposed  Mal-practice. — We  find  the  following  account  of 
supposed  mal'practice  in  a  New  York  Journal. 

"  Coroner  Geer,  for  the  last  two  days,  has  been  engaged  in  investigating 
the  cause  of  death,  on  Wednesday  morning  last,  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Ann  Aus- 
tin, wife  of  John  J.  Austin,  residing  at  No.  15  Leonard  street.  It  appears 
that  Mrs.  Austin,  when  taken  sick,  was  attended  by  Dr.  Belcher,  under 
whose  treatment  she  appeared  to  be  rapidly  recovering;  but,  on  Thursday 
last,  through  the  earnest  request  of  a  Mrs.  Hartill,  an  acquaintance  of  the 
deceased,  a  self-styled  doctor,  named  Georo:e  Hays,  and  his  wife,  both  pro- 
fessing to  be  clairvoyants,  residing  at  No.  116  Spring  street,  were  admitted 
to  the  apartment  of  the  deceased.  Hays  at  once,  as  is  alleged,  put  his 
wife  to  sleep,  and  while  in  that  state,  she  said  that  Mrs.  Austin  had  in- 
flammation of  the  lungs.  Hays  then  applied  leeches  to  the  lungs,  and  a 
carrot  poultice.  Some  other  medicine  was  ordered,  and  taken,  and  in  ten 
hours  after  the  visit  of  Hays  and  his  wife  Mrs.  A.  was  a  corpse.  A  post- 
mortem examination  was  held  by  Dr.  Franklin,  of  36  Greenwich  street, 
who  found  the  coating  of  the  stomach  much  softened,  and  greatly  inflamed, 
caused  in  his  opinion  by  poison.  The  right  lung  was  also  much  congest- 
ed. The  stomach  and  its  contents  were  given  to  Dr.  Chilton,  for  analyza- 
tion,  who  discovered  quantities  of  morphine  in  it.  The  jury  empannelled 
in  the  case,  together  with  the  Coroner,  will  meet  this  morning,  at  the  Coro- 
ner's office,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  from  Dr.  Chilton  the  full  result  of 
his  examination.  Hays  and  his  wife  have  been  arrested,  and  are  now  in 
prison  awaiting  the  result  of  the  inquest." 

The  late  Session  of  the  American  Medical  Association. — We  have  not 
yet  seen  a  full  report  of  the  daily  proceedings  of  the  Association.  Two 
numbers  of  the  Charleston  Courier  have  been  handed  us,  containing  the 
doings  of  part  of  two  days.  From  the  report  of  proceedings  on  Wednes- 
day, we  copy  the  following. 

Dr.  Storer,  of  Boston,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Obstetrics,  read 
the  Report  on  that  subject.  He  stated  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Thompson,  of  Illinois;  that  he  was  the  only  member  of  the  Committee 
who  had  aided  him  in  any  degree.  He  mentioned  this  fact,  because  he 
had  to  hold  himself  entirely  responsible  for  all  the  inaccuracies,  &c. 

Dr.  —  ,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publication. 
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Dr.  Robertson,  of  South  Carolina,  nnoved  that  the  statistical  tables  of  Dr. 
Ramsay,  of  Raysville  (Ga.),  alluded  to  in  the  Report,  be  stricken  out,  as  the 
author  was  not  a  reliable  man. 

Dr.  Storer  seconded  the  motion,  and  requested  that  every  member  of  the 
Association  who  had  observed  any  inaccuracies  in  his  Report,  might  correct 
such  errors,  as  he  wished  to  make  his  paper  as  accurate  as  possible. 

Dr.  Bond  moved  to  postpone  the  Report  until  morning,  which  was  se- 
conded by  Dr.  Gilman. 

A  short  debate  here  ensued  ;  when  it  was  finally  agreed  to  re-commit 
said  portion  of  the  Report,  to  be  corrected  and  laid  before  the  Association 
in  the  morning. 

On  Thursday  the  matter  was  again  called  up,  when  Dr.  Storer  reported 
that  he  had  erased  the  statistics  referred  to  yesterday,  and  that  he  placed 
the  Report  in  the  hands  of  the  Association.  Dr.  S.  said  that  there  was 
objection  to  his  remarks  on  the  subject  of  Dr.  Gilman's  paper  on  the  spe- 
culum. He  asked  that  he  be  permitted  to  remove  the  unnecessary 
expression  of  opinion  in  regard  to  that  subject,  for  although  he  considered 
his  criticism  in  the  paper  referred  to  as  perfectly  just,  he  was  unwilling  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  any  member  of  the  Association. 

Dr.  Bond,  of  Md.,  remarked  that  there  were  charges  in  these  reports 
which  he  did  not  individually  endorse ;  but  which  go  out  in  a  book,  under 
the  sanction  of  the  Association. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Davis,  the  Report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Publication. 


Worcester  District  Medical  Society — The  late  Dr.  C.  W.  Wilder. — At 
the  recent  annual  meeting  of  the  Worcester  District  Medical  Society,  held 
on  the  14th  inst.,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted,  as  the  voice  of  the  Society. 

Whereas,  a  distinguished  Fellow  of  this  Society,  has,  since  our  last 
meeting,  been  called  to  pass  on  to  his  reward,  and  believing  that  duty  to 
ourselves,  as  well  as. to  the  departed,  requires  that  the  event  should  be 
suitably  noticed,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Charles  W.  Wilder,  M.D.,  late  of  Leo- 
minster, on  the  12lh  of  February  last,  at  the  age  of  60  years,  a  Fellow  and 
Counsellor  of  the  Mass.  Medical  Society,  and  late  President  of  the  Wor- 
cester District  Medical  Society,  we  feel  that  medical  science,  truth,  and 
humanity  have  lost  a  friend,  and  an  ardent  and  consistent  supporter,  and 
the  community  a  citizen,  to  whom  they  had  given  repeated  proofs  of  their 
confidence. 

Resolved,  That  by  Dr.  Wilder's  legacy  of  $500  to  this  Society,  and  of 
$20,000  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  for  the  relief  of  indigent 
patients,  he  has  displayed  the  generosity  of  his  character,  and  exhibited  an 
example  of  Christian  philanthropy  and  benevolence. 

Resolved,  That  we  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  high  respect  which 
we  entertain  for  the  character  of  the  departed,  as  an  intelligent,  skilful  and 
humane  physician,  and  that  we  lament  the  loss  which  we  sustain,  in  com- 
mon with  our  fellow  citizens,  and  as  members  of  the  same  profession  in 
which  he  labored. 

Resolved,  That  we  most  respectfully  tender  to  the  family  of  the  late  Dr. 
Wilder  our  sincere  condolence  and  sympathy. 

A  true  copy  of  the  record.        (Attest.)        Wm.  D.  Peck,  Secretary, 
Sterling,  May  22,  1851. 
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ChurchilVs  Theory  and  Practice  of  Midwifery. — This  is  a  new  Ameri- 
can, from  the  last  improved  Dublin  edition,  with  notes  and  additions  by 
D.  Francis  Condie,  M.D.  We  are  indebted  to  the  publishers  for  a  copy 
of  Condie's  edition  of  this  favorite  text  book.  The  orininal  work  is  too 
well  known,  and  its  value  too  universally  acknowledged,  to  require  any 
comment.  The  notes  of  the  American  editor  are  judicious  and  important, 
and  add  to  its  worth.  We  are  ever  gratified  and  instructed  by  the  labors 
of  the  author  of  our  standard  treatise  on  "The  Diseases  of  Children." 

D.  H.  s. 


The  Botanic  Medical  InstitAde  at  Worcester. — We  are  glad  to  learn  that 
through  the  exertions  of  Dr.  Graves,  of  Lowell,  who  has  been  an  active 
member  of  our  State  Senate  the  last  season,  the  bill  that  was  passed  to 
grant  to  the  Botanic  School  at  Worcester  the  power  of  conferring  medical 
degrees,  which  should  conve}"  all  the  rights,  privileges,  &c.  of  those  from 
Harvard  University  and  the  Berkshire  School,  was  modified  on  Satur- 
day, the  last  d;)y  of  the  session,  by  a  provision,  that  "  the  title  of  the  de- 
gree shall  be  designated  by  some  appellation  to  distinguish  it  from  those 
of  graduates  of  other  modes  of  practice." 


JSeio  Lunatic  Asylum  in  Massachusetts. — The  Committee  of  our  State 
Legislature  on  Charitable  Institutions — Dr.  Graves,  of  Lowell,  Chairman 
— have  recommended  the  erection  of  a  Second  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  and 
an  act  was  accordingly  passed,  the  first  section  of  which  is  given  below. 

"  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Council,  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint  a  Board  of  three 
Commissioners,  who  shall  purchase  an  eligible  site  in  such  section  of  the 
Commonwealth  as  the  said  Commissioners  may  deem  ex[)edient,  and 
cause  to  be  erected  thereon  a  suitable  hospital  for  the  care  and  cure  of  the 
insane  ;  the  accommodations  of  such  hospital  to  be  sufficient  for  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  patients,  a  superintendent  and  steward,  their  families,  and 
all  the  necessary  subordinate  officers;  and  the  said  Commissioners  shall 
have  power  to  make  all  contracts,  and  employ  all  agents,  necessary  to  carry 
into  effect  the  powers  hereinbefore  granted  :  provided,  that  the  aggregate 
expenses  and  liabilities,  incurred  by  virtue  of  said  powers,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  And  the  said  Com- 
missioners shall  present  all  their  accounts  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  to 
be  by  them  audited  and  allowed  from  time  to  lime,  as  they  shall  deem 
proper." 

Markied,— In  Albany,  N.  Y.,  on  llie  20lh  inst.,  Samuel  H.  Freeman,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Eiizahelh,  daughter  of  Gideon  llawlcv,  LL.I). — At  Providence,  R.  I.,  Kenj.  D.  Dean,  M.D..  of 
wich,  Ct.,  to  Miss  Eliza  A.  Woodward. 

DiKD,— At  Georg-etown,  Mass  ,  ]9lh  inst.,  David  Magliill,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  aged  65.— At  Port- 
Norland,  Oregon,  Dr.  J.  C.  Hooper,  formerly  of  Frankfort,  Me. 

Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  fortnight  ending  Saturday  noon,  May  24,  146. — Males,  82 — temales, 
64.  Accidental,  2 — apoplexy,  1 — inflammation  of  bowels,  2 — disease  of  bowels,  1 — disease  of 
brain,  2 — t)ronchitis,  3 — burn,  1 — c(>nsumption,  35 — c(mvnlsions,  2 — canker,  2 — croup,  5 — cancer, 
2 — diarrhoea,  1 — dropsy,  2 — dropsy  of  the  brain,  6 — drowired,  'I — debility,  1 — exhaustion,  2 — 
erysipelas,  1 — fever,  I — lung  fever,  3 — typhus  fever,  1 — typhoid  fever,  1 — scarlet  fever.  2  — rheu- 
matic fever,  1 — fracture,  1 — haemorrhage,  1 — disease  of  heart,  8 — hooping  cough,  3 — intempe- 
rance, 1 — infantile,  7 — Inflammation  ol"  lungs,  2 — marasmus,  3 — measles,  9 — neuralgia,  2 — puerpe- 
ral, 1 — old  age,  4 — pleurisy,  3 — smallpox,  5 — teething,  3 — disease  of  throat,  1  — tumor,  1 — un- 
known, 2 — worms,  1. 

(Jnder  5  years,  57 — between  5  and  20  years.  14 — between  20  and  40  years,  33— between  40 
and  60  vears,  27 — over  60  years,  15.    Americans,  62  ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  84. 
The  above  includes  21  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 
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Flymoiith  Bistrict  Medical  Society. — A  meeting  of  the  members  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  from  several  of  the  towns  in  Ply- 
mouth County,  was  holden  at  Abington,  the  14th  inst.,  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  a  District  Society,  in  conformity  with  the  By-Laws  of  the 
parent  society.  The  meeting  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  Dr.  Thaxter, 
of  Abington,  as  Chairman,  and  Dr.  S.  A.  Orr,  of  East  Bridgewater,  Sec- 
retary. It  was  Voted,  That  the  members  present  form  themselves  into  a 
Society,  to  be  called  "  TJie  Plymouth  District  Medical  Society  "  and  that 
they  now  proceed  to  the  choice  of  officers  of  said  Society  for  the  ensuing 
year.    The  following  gentlemen  were  then  chosen  : — 

Dr.  Paul  L.  Nichols,  of  Kingston,  Preside7it ;  Dr.  Winslow  Warren,  of 
Plymouth,  Secretary ;  Dr.  Alfred  C.  Garratt,  of  Abington,  Treasurer  ; 
Dr.  James  M.  Underwood,  of  Abington,  Librarian;  Drs.  Timothy  Gor- 
don, of  Plymouth,  Samuel  A.  Orr,  of  E.  Bridgewater,  and  Josiah  S.  Ham- 
mond, of  Plympton,  Censors  ;  Drs.  Ezekiel  Thaxter,  of  Abington,  and  Ti- 
mothy Gordon,  of  Plymouth,  Counsellors  for  the  Mass.  Med.  Society. 

The  first  stated  meeting  of  the  Society,  as  provided  by  the  By-Laws, 
will  be  held  at  Abington,  the  2d  Wednesday  in  November. 


Meeting  of  the  Superintendents  of  Insane  Hospitals, — The  Association 
of  Medical  Superintendents  of  the  Insane,  met  in  Philadelphia  on  Monday, 
May  19.  The  following  permanent  officers  were  chosen  : — Dr.  Luther  V. 
Bell,  of  Massachusetts,  President ;  Dr.  Isaac  Ray,  of  Rhode  Island,  Vice 
President ;  Dr.  Kirkbride,  of  Pennsylvania,  Secretary. 

A  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Gait,  of  Va.,  on  the  impropriety  of  treat- 
ing persons  afflicted  with  other  diseases  in  the  same  institution  with  the 
insane.  Dr.  N.  Cutter,  of  Mass.,  read  a  paper  on  the  nature  of  stramoni- 
um and  its  value  in  the  treatment  of  the  insane.  The  association  were  to 
be  in  session  several  days. 


Suit  to  recover  for  Medical  Services. — A  suit  was  tried  in  the  Supreme 
Court  in  New  York,  last  week,  brought  by  a  physician  named  Ab.  Creve- 
ling,  against  Jared  L.  Moore,  executor,  to  recorer  for  medical  services  to 
the  late  Mrs.  Frances  Coy,  for  a  series  of  years.  The  items  of  the  bill 
consisted  of  400  visits,  at  $2  per  visit;  250  visits,  at  $2  per  visit;  and  the 
balance  for  attending  sundry  patients  at  the  request  of  the  deceased.  The 
jury  gave  a  verdict  for  plaintiff',  with  $1963. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  H.  G.  Clark  has  been  re-appointed  City  Phy- 
sician of  Boston. — In  the  report  of  the  Grand  Jury,  that  judicial  body 
certify,  that  after  full  examination,  they  found  no  sufficient  cause  to  indict 
Dr.  William  Clark,  of  Boston,  charged  with  causing  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Rosanna  D.  Leavitt,  by  attempting  to  procure  abortion,  and  he  was  there- 
upon discharged  from  custody. — Dr.  George  Hayward,  of  this  city,  drew 
the  £80  prize  from  the  London  Art-Union. — A  bill  has  passed  the  Legis- 
lature of  California,  establishing  a  State  Marine  Hospital  at  Sacramento, 
and  appropriating  $30,000  from  the  State  Treasury  for  that  object. — Dr. 
H.  J.  Anderson,  of  New  York,  formerly  a  professor  in  Columbian  College, 
who  was  associated  wnth  the  Dead  Sea  Expedition,  under  Capt.  Lynch, 
has  made  the  generous  donation  of  $1000  to  the  fund  which  has  been 
raised  for  the  benefit  of  the  orphan  children  of  Lieutenant  Dale. 
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CASE  OF  POISONING  BY  SULPHURETTED  HYDROGEN  GAS. 

BY  THEODORE  S.  BELL,  M.D.,  LOUISVILLE,,  KY. 

On  Tuesday,  the  22d  of  April,  Mr.  Hugh  Ferguson,  an  old  and  highly- 
respected  citizen  of  Louisville,  and  a  German  laborer  in  his  employment, 
were  severely  poisoned  by  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas ;  and  as  the  subject 
is  one  of  some  interest,  both  in  the  deadly  character  of  the  poisonous 
agent,  and  the  infrequency  of  poisoning  from  it,  I  purpose  to  give  the 
details  of  Mr.  Ferguson's  case,  the  one  in  which  I  was  employed. 

On  the  22d  of  April  the  German  laborer,  referred  to  above,  had  finish- 
ed a  pit  alongside  of  an  old  privy  pit,  and  his  object  was  to  empty  the 
old  pit  into  the  new  one.  He  had  made  two  scaffolds  in  the  pit,  one 
about  eight  feet  from  the  ground,  the  other  about  three  feet.  After  tap- 
ping the  wall  of  the  old  pit,  the  laborer  threw  into  it  twelve  buckets  of 
water,  in  order  to  increase  the  fluidity  of  the  mass,  so  as  to  make  it  run 
easily.  This,  however,  increased  the  pressure,  and  forced  out  the  sul- 
phuretted hydrogen  gas.  About  6  o'clock,  Messrs.  Ferguson  and  At- 
kinson being  present,  the  laborer  descended  to  the  lower  platform  in  the 
new  pit,  in  order  to  be  sure  that  his  work  was  accomplished.  Soon 
after  reaching  the  platform,  he  was  so  overpowered  by  the  deadly  gas, 
that  he  sank  down,  without  being  able  to  make  any  outcry.  Mr. 
Ferguson  thought  the  man  had  fainted,  and  remarked  that  he  was  too 
old  and  feeble  to  go  down  into  the  pit,  but  added,  that  he  could  not  see 
the  poor  fellow  in  that  situation  without  giving  him  assistance.  He  ac- 
cordingly descended,  unsuspicious  of  the  noxious  agent  he  was  about  to 
meet.  Mr.  Atkinson  also  partially  descended  the  ladder,  but  Mr.  Fer- 
guson turned  deadly  sick,  and  attempted  to  get  back  to  the  ladder.  Mr. 
Atkinson  reached  out  his  hand  to  assist  him,  but  the  overpowering  gas 
had  performed  its  work  too  effectually,  and  Mr.  Ferguson  fell,  and  drew 
Mr.  Atkinson  into  the  pit.  The  latter  had  presence  of  mind  enough 
to  hold  his  breath,  managed  to  climb  the  ladder,  and  was  thus  able  to 
give  the  alarm.  If  Mr.  A.  had  not  escaped,  all  three  of  the  victims 
must  have  died,  because  their  condition  would  have  been  unknown,  pro- 
bably for  hours. 

As  soon  as  assistance  reached  the  place,  water  was  freely  thrown 
down  into  the  pit,  under  the  vain  and  fallacious  hope,  I  suppose,  that  it 
might  exert  an  influence  on  this  occasion,  on  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas, 
which  no  one  ever  knew  it  to  exert  on  any  former  occasion.  Water  has 
no  power  of  destruction  over  this  gas,  and  its  use  on  this  occasion  was  a 
13 
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serious  evil — it  aided  in  disengaging  more  gas  by  its  pressure — it  booy- 
ed  up  the  gas,  and  thoroughly  chilled  the  two  victims,  from  whose  sur- 
faces nearly  all  the  blood  had  already  retreated.  What  can  more  effect- 
ually show  the  value  of  sanitary  studies,  than  this  case  ?  In  London 
and  Paris,  where  science  guides  all  these  matters,  sulphuretted  hydro- 
gen gas  is  destroyed  by  fire.  If  a  few  pans  of  fire  had  been  let  down 
into  this  pit,  the  noxious  gas  would  have  been  burned  out  in  a  few 
mmuteSj  and  the  poisoned  men  would  have  had  atmospheric  air  to  breathe, 
by  which  they  would  soon  have  been  resuscitated. 

No  one  could  venture  down  into  the  pit,  a  fact  which  shows  the  folly 
of  the  torrents  of  water  that  were  slushed  upon  the  dying  men.  Ropes 
were  procured  from  a  neighboring  pump-maker,  and  after  a  great  loss 
of  time,  the  two  men  were  caught  by  the  hooks,  and  drawn  up  to  the 
ground  apparently  dead. 

I  reached  the  place  soon  after  the  sufferers  were  drawn  out.  I  found 
the  case  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Lyle,  and  joined  him  in  the  treatment. 
The  case  presented  a  group  of  symptoms,  in  which  I  saw  no  gleam  of 
hope.  The  entire  surface  of  the  body  was  cold,  and  apparently  dead 
— the  breathing,  if  the  spasmodic  attempts  after  air,  that  were  made 
by  the  sufferer,  can  properly  be  called  breathing,  seemed  to  carry  no  air 
to  the  lungs.  Mustard  had  been  applied,  but  it  produced  no  effect,  and 
ammonia  to  the  nose  gave  no  sign  of  its  presence.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  exaggerate  the  gravity  of  the  symptoms.  The  skin  was  universally 
cold,  as  cold  as  death  itself  could  make  it  ;  the  spasmodic  attempts  to 
get  air,  already  described  ;  a  pulse  sometimes  manifesting  itself  in  a 
feeble  flutter,  and  at  other  times  altogether  absent,  and  this  state  of 
things  persisted  in  fully  for  three  hours,  and  to  a  considerable  extent  for 
six  hours,  constituted  one  of  the  most  serious  forms  of  imminent  danger 
I  have  ever  seen. 

Immediately  after  the  men  were  drawn  from  the  pit,  they  were  taken 
to  a  porch  in  the  street  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  fresh  air.  When 
I  reached  the  patient,  an  immense  crowd  was  in  the  street,  and  porch, 
and  all  over  the  steps  of  the  latter,  and  it  was  difficult  to  secure  the 
sufferers  a  supply  of  air.  The  mustard  which  had  been  applied  to  the 
skin,  produced  no  effect,  and  we  determined  to  remove  our  patient  to  a 
neighboring  house.  Numbers  of  persons  in  the  vicinity  offered  their 
houses,  and  all  that  might  be  needed  for  the  use  of  the  sufferers,  and  the 
contest  seemed  to  be  who  should  have  both  the  victims.  We  conveyed 
Mr.  Ferguson  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Atkinson,  and  the  German  was 
taken  to  the  opposite  house — Jas.  I.  Lemon's. 

The  most  urgent  demand  in  Mr.  Ferguson's  case  was  the  removal 
of  his  wet  clothes,  in  order  to  have  the  benefit  of  a  warm  dry  bed  ;  and 
after  that  was  secured,  all  our  means  were  directed  to  the  relief  of  the 
asphyxia.  Spasms  now  supervened,  and  were  very  severe  for  some 
time.  We  depended  on  external  applications  of  heat,  mustard  sinapisms, 
Granville's  lotion  to  the  back,  and  injections,  per  rectum,  of  brandy,  and 
in  one  of  them  we  used  a  teaspoonful  of  chloroform  in  combination 
with  the  brandy.  About  this  time  Dr.  Lewis  Rogers  joined  Dr.  Lyle 
and  myself  in  the  case. 
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From  the  first  of  the  case,  I  was  apprehensive  of  apo})lcxy,  and  as 
the  patient  emerged  from  the  asphyxia,  a  stertorous  breathing,  a  more 
profound  coma  than  there  should  have  been  when  the  asphyxia  was 
passing  off,  the  condition  of  the  pupils,  and  rigidity  of  the  muscles  of  the 
jaw,  all  indicated  that  our  worst  apprehensions  were  about  to  be  realized. 
But  we  were  prepared,  and  the  approaching  danger  was  as  promptly 
and  vigorously  met  as  the  circumstances  of  the  patient  would  warrant. 
Nothing  was  done  at  hap-hazard,  and  we  patiently  bided  our  time.  As 
the  re-action  began,  cold  applications  were  made  to  the  head  ;  when 
these  failed,  we  resorted  to  leeches  ;  and  when  they  failed  in  doing  all 
we  hoped  for  from  their  use,  we  administered  three  drops  of  croton  oil, 
applied  blisters  to  the  ankles,  wrists  and  back,  and  finally  opened  a  vein 
in  the  arm,  and  drew  off  a  quantity  of  the  blackest  blood  I  ever  saw. 

Between  1  and  2  o'clock,  A.  M.,  we  retired  from  the  house,  deter- 
minino;  amono^  ourselves  that  we  could  wait  several  hours  for  the  effect 
of  the  active  treatment  our  patient  had  undergone.  The  arrangement 
was  that  I  should  return  to  the  case  at  4  o'clock.  I  slept  two  hours,  and 
then  visited  the  patient  again,  and  found  our  most  sanguine  hopes  real- 
ized. The  breathing  was  calm,  the  pulse  full  and  well  sustained,  the 
extremities  warm,  and  while  I  was  in  the  room  the  patient  spake  for  the 
first  time.  The  apoplectic  symptoms  were  entirely  gone  ;  the  croton  oil 
had  acted  well,  the  blisters  drew  admirably,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
morning  a  distressing  strangury  manifested  itself,  but  it  was  relieved  by 
sprinkling  powdered  camphor  on  one  of  the  blisters,  and  by  the  use  of 
demulcent  drinks.  We  enjoined  rest,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  patient 
was  removed  to  the  house  of  one  of  his  daughters. 

Throughout  the  asphyxia  I  noticed  that  the  left  side  was  much  more 
lifeless  than  the  right,  and  the  blisters  on  the  right  ankle  and  wrist 
proved  to  be  much  sorer  and  deeper  than  those  of  the  left  ankle  and 
wrist. 

These  are  the  main  features  of  this  interesting  case.  From  the  point 
where  I  drop  the  details  there  was  no  occurrence  that  demands  any  spe- 
cial notice.  The  patient  rapidly  recovered,  and  on  Friday  was  able  to 
walk  about.  As  in  cases  of  concussion  of  the  brain,  in  this  there  is  a 
complete  obliteration  of  all  memory  of  the  matters  imm.ediately  pre- 
ceding the  disaster.  Mr.  Ferguson  is  unable  to  remember  that  he  was 
about  the  pit,  and  can  recollect  nothing  of  the  descent  and  fall  of  the 
German  laborer.  But  in  all  other  respects  his  mind  and  his  memory 
are  as  perfect  as  ever  they  were. 

This  case  is  important  as  a  caution  to  others  who  may  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  emptying  of  privy  pits,  cesspools,  or  who  may  be  in  the 
neighborhood  of  reservoirs  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas.  Where  its 
existence  may  be  reasonably  suspected,  the  truth  may  be  easily  discerned 
by  letting  down  fire  into  the  suspected  air.  If  flames  spread  around  the 
fire,  it  is  an  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  deleterious  gas,  and  the  fire 
not  only  reveals  the  fact,  but  destroys  the  poison. 

The  recovery  of  Mr.  Ferguson  was  a  great  triumph  of  medical  sci- 
ence. Throughout  the  whole  of  what  a  Spaniard  expressively  calls  a 
noche  triste,  there  was  a  regular  game  of  chess  between  death  and  medical 
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art ;  each  move  on  one  side  called  for  an  opposing  move  on  the  other, 
and  the  ultimate  point  to  checkmate  death  governed  every  move  on  the 
part  of  the  physicians.  The  triumph  was  complete  at  daylight.  Mr. 
Ferguson  is  advanced  in  life,  somewhat  feeble  in  health,  but  remarkable 
for  his  regular,  abstemious  and  prudent  habits.  But  taking  his  age  and 
debility  into  consideration,  in  connection  with  the  violent  character  of 
the  poison  he  inhaled,  his  escape  from  death  is  one  of  the  most  remarka- 
ble occurrences  J  have  ever  met  in  the  practice  of  medicine. —  Western 
Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 


CASE  OF  PERMANENT  STRICTURE  OF  THE  OESOPHAGUS. 

BY  PAUL  F.  EVE,  M.D.,   OF  AUGUSTA,  GA. 

During  the  course  of  lectures  in  the  University  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  I 
was  invited  by  Professor  Rogers  to  see,  with  him,  a  case  of  dysphagia 
constricta^  which  had  been  under  his  care  for  a  few  weeks.  The  pa- 
tient was  a  mulatto  boy,  aged  3  years,  who,  some  four  months  pre- 
viously, had  swallowed,  through  inadvertence,  a  portion  of  caustic  pot- 
ash. In  its  deliquescent  state  he  had  taken  it  for  candy.  The  act  was 
immediately  followed  by  alarming  symptoms,  but  which,  unfortunately, 
were  attempted  to  be  combated  exclusively  by  domestic  remedies. 

When  Dr.  Rogers  first  saw  the  case,  the  dysphagia  was  so  great  that 
fluids  could  with  difficulty  be  swallowed  ;  and  a  bougie  was  now  at  once 
arrested  in  the  oesophagus  by  an  apparently  permanent  stricture.  Va- 
rious attempts  were  subsequently  made  to  reach  the  stomach,  but  without 
success.  We  were  not  certain  that  any  nourishment  ever  entered  it. 
The  patient's  constant  cry  was  for  water,  which  he  would  swallow 
down  to  the  obstruction,  retain  it  a  few  minutes,  and  then  reject  it  from 
his  mouth.  He  rapidly  emaciated.  Ice-cream,  milk  and  water,  beef- 
tea,  he,  were  recommended  ;  and,  if  none  of  these  could  be  gotten 
down,  nutritious  enemata  to  sustain  the  system. 

The  stricture  was  situated  six  inches  from  the  dental  arches — below 
the  most  usual  seat  for  such  affections — which  is  the  connection  of  the 
pharynx  with  the  oesophagus. 

The  middle  of  December  last,  this  patient  becoming  daily  more  feeble, 
was  presented  to  the  class  at  the  college  clinic,  with  the  view  to  an  ope- 
ration, should  one  be  deemed  advisable.  He  was  now  reduced  almost 
to  skin  and  bones  ;  neither  could  his  pulse  be  discerned  at  the  wrists. 
It  was  not  until  he  arrived  at  this  low  condition  that  his  master  con- 
sented to  consider  the  question  of  oesophagotomy.  It  was  decided  in 
consultation  not  to  operate,  and  the  death  of  the  patient  was  predicted 
as  probable  during  the  first  cold  spell  of  weather. 

About  ten  days  after  this,  a  post-mortem  revealed  a  permanent  con- 
traction with  thickening  of  the  tissues  of  the  oesophagus — the  diameter 
of  the  strictured  portion  being  reduced  to  about  a  line  for  an  inch  and  a 
quarter,  and  which  was  also  quite  tortuous  in  its  course.  The  stomach 
was  contracted  and  reduced  to  a  very  small  capacity  ;  but  the  ileum,  to 
our  surprise,  was  largely  distended  with  faeces. 
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It  is  highly  probable  that  an  attempt  at  oesopliagotomy  would  have 
failed. 

This  is  another  case,  added  to  several  noticed  in  our  journals,  of  per- 
manent stricture  of  the  oesophagus  produced  by  caustic  preparations. — 
Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


CASES  OF  RUPTURE  OF  THE  BLADDER. 

[Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  Assistant  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  Hospital,  New- 
York,  has  published,  in  the  Journal  of  Medicine  of  that  city,  a  list  of  all 
the  reported  cases  of  rupture  of  the  bladder,  which  he  has  been  able  to 
collect — making  78  cases.  These  he  has  arranged  in  a  tabular  form,  in- 
cluding as  many  of  the  particulars  given  by  the  different  reporters  as 
could  be  conveniently  inserted.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  all  the 
cases,  as  given  by  Dr.  S.  at  the  conclusion  of  his  interesting  paper,  which 
has  been  issued  also  in  a  pamphlet.] 

Sex. — Males,  67  ;  females,  1 1  ;  making  about  6  of  the  former  to  1  of 
the  latter. 

^^e.— Under  10,  3  ;  10  to  20,  3  ;  20  to  30,  19 ;  30  to  40,  26  ;  40 
to  50,  7  ;  50  to  60,  4  ;  above  60,  none  ;  adults  16,  age  not  given. 

Condition. — Bladder  distended,  30;  of  which  10  were  intoxicated; 
5,  from  stricture  ;  intoxicated,  condition  not  given,  14  ;  parturition,  4  ; 
in  good  health,  4 ;  doubtful,  2  ;  no  note  of  24. 

Causes. — Direct  violence,  48;  concussion,  15;  internal  causes,  9;  of 
which  4  were  parturition,  4  results  of  structure,  1  retroversio  uteri ;  no 
note  of  6. 

Primary  Symptoms. — Severe,  59  ;  of  which  43  were  ruptured  into 
the  peritoneal  cavity  ;  2,  not  involving  peritoneum;  10,  into  cellular  tis- 
sue ;  3,  not  given.  Slight,  9 ;  of  which  7  were  into  peritoneal  cavity  ; 
2,  into  cellular  tissue.  No  symptoms,  3  ;  2,  into  peritoneal  cavity  ;  1, 
indefinite.  No  note  of  7.  Inability  to  urinate,  28  ;  of  which  22  were 
into  peritoneal  cavity  ;  1,  not  involving  peritoneum  ;  5,  into  cellular  tis- 
sue. Power  to  void  urine,  3  ;  2,  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  ;  1,  not  in- 
volving peritoneum.  Power  of  locomotion,  7  ;  all  through  the  peritone- 
um.   Felt  a  sensation  as  of  the  bladder  bursting,  7. 

Progress  of  Cases. — Severn  symptoms  continued  in  48  ;  of  which  39 
ruptured  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  ;  7  into  cellular  tissue  ;  2  peritoneum 
not  involved.  Severe  symptoms  set  in,  in  10  ;  in  1,  three  hours  after 
accident;  6,  two  days ;  2,  four  days;  1,  three  days — all  ruptured  into 
peritoneum  except  last.  In  1,  power  to  urinate  continued,  the  rupture 
being  into  cavity  of  abdomen.  In  14,  it  came  on  ;  in  12  of  these,  on 
second  day  ;  9,  being  into  peritoneum  ;  2,  not  involving  peritoneum  ;  1, 
into  cellular  tissue ;  in  1,  on  third  day;  in  1,  on  fourth  day.  Locomo- 
tion continued  in  2,  both  ruptured  into  peritoneum.  Bloody  urine  drawn 
in  25 ;  clear  in  4.  Symptoms  were  mild  in  2,  both  ruptured  into  cellu- 
lar tissue. 

Result. — Died,  73.  Within  five  days,  39  ;  26  being  ruptures  into  the 
peritoneum ;  9,  into  the  cellular  tissue  ;  3,  not  given.    Between  five  and 
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ten  days,  22;  17,  into  peritoneal  cavity;  3,  into  cellular  tissue;  2,  not 
involving  peritoneum.  Between  ten  and  fifteen  days,  2 ;  both  into  cel- 
lular tissue.  Between  fifteen  and  twenty  days,  3  ;  1,  into  the  peritoneal 
cavity  ;  2,  into  cellular  tissue.  Above  twenty  days,  2 ;  both  into  cellu- 
lar tissue  ;  of  whom  1  lived  forty-two  days. 

Recovered,  5;  3,  into  cellular  tissue  ;  1,  into  peritoneal  cavity;  1, 
partial. 

Post-mortem  Appearances  of  Viscera. — External  marks  of  injury  in 

2,  both  ruptured  into  peritoneal  cavity.  No  external  marks  of  injury  in 
8  ;  7,  ruptured  into  cavity  of  peritoneum;  1,  not  involving  peritoneum. 
Fracture  and  injury  of  pelvis  in  15;  11,  ruptured  into  cellular  tissue  ; 

3,  into  peritoneum;  1,  net  given.  Marks  of  inflammation  in  abdomen, 
in  34  ;  27,  being  into  peritoneal  cavity  ;  5,  into  cellular  tissue  ;  2,  not 
involving  peritoneum.  No  marks  of  inflammation  in  cavity  of  abdomen, 
7  ;  4,  being  ruptured  into  cellular  tissue ;  3,  into  cavity  of  abdomen. 

Post-mortem  Appearances  of  Bladder. — Rupture  into  cavity  of  peri- 
toneum, 50  ;  39,  the  result  of  direct  violence  ;  6,  concussion,  or  indirect 
violence;  4,  from  parturition  ;  2,  stricture;  1,  retro versio  uteri.  Rup- 
ture in  the  anterior  wall  of  the  bladder,  9 ;  5,  being  direct  violence ;  3, 
concussion;  I,  stricture.  Rupture  at  neck,  6;  5,  direct  violence;  1, 
not  given.    No  bladder  found,  2  ;  bladder  firmly  contracted  in  17. 


SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS  AT  THE  WORLD'S  FAIR. 

[The  editor  of  this  Journal  has  reached  London  on  his  way  homeward, 
although  his  "  editorial  correspondence  "  is  still  from  more  eastern  coun- 
tries. He  has  been  appointed  a  member  of  one  of  the  juries  at  the 
great  exhibition  now  open  in  the  metropolis  of  England,  which  gives 
him  a  good  opportunity  to  examine  all  in  it  that  is  interesting  to  a  phy- 
sician or  surgeon,  as  well  as  to  form  an  acquaintance  with  distinguished 
men  of  science  abroad.  The  following  list  of  surgical  instruments,  &ic., 
is  forwarded  by  him,  and  is  inserted  in  the  Journal  as  a  matter  of  gene- 
ral interest  to  medical  men.  He  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  articles,  and  their  variety  it  will  be  seen  is  great,  though  com- 
paratively few  are  from  the  United  States.  "  Palmer's  artificial  leg," 
he  says,  "  is  superior  to  anything  of  the  kind  in  the  collection.  Mr. 
P.  certainly  deserves  the  encouragement  of  the  unfortunate,  and  the 
commendations  of  the  medical  profession.  The  chemicals  from  the 
United  States  are  good,  as  far  as  they  go,  but  it  is  disgraceful  to  the 
country  that  a  better  show  of  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  in- 
dustrial, mechanical  and  productive  arts,  has  not  been  made.  Some  of 
Townsend's  Sarsaparllla  stands  on  a  table,  to  excite  the  ridicule  of  pass- 
ers-by, who  doubtless  take  it  for  granted  that  the  intelligence  of  Brother 
Jonathan  grasps  at  nothing  higher  in  medicine.  On  looking  over  the 
specimens  of  American  dentistry  I  came  to  the  conclusion,  as  I  have  done 
frequendy  before,  that  Europe  cannot  match  the  best  workmanship  of  our 
country.  By  contrasting  the  specimens  of  different  countries,  it  is  no  dif- 
ficult problem  to  determine  who  are  the  best  workmen."] 
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A.  For  Operations  on  the  Eye. — Special  Instruments  for — 1.  Ope- 
rations on  the  eyelids.  2.  Fistula  lachrymalis.  3.  Strabismus.  4. 
Artificial  pupil.  5.  Cataract — by  depression,  by  extraction,  a.  Includ- 
ing elevators  in  silver  and  ivory,  fine  bistouries,  trocars,  canulas,  styles, 
sounds,  various  needles,  &lc.  &lc.  b.  Cataract  knives,  books,  capsular 
forceps,  &tc. 

B.  Operations  on  the  Ear. — Special  instruments  for — 1 .  Exploration 
of  the  aural  and  Eustachian  passages,  a.  Sounds,  catheters,  speculums, 
&:c.  2.  The  conveyance  of  air  or  liquid  into  the  tympanic  cavity.  «. 
Pneumatic  and  other  syringes  in  metal,  glass,  caoutchouc,  he.  3.  The 
removal  of  foreign  bodies  from  the  meatus,  a.  Levers,  branch  forceps, 
&c.  4.  Perforation  of,  and  other  operations  on,  the  membrani  tympani. 
5.  The  conduction  of  sound,  a.  Including  all  kinds  of  acoustic  in- 
struments and  contrivances,  ear  cornets,  speaking  trumpets,  &lc. 

C.  Operations  on  the  Nose,  Nasal  Fossce  and  Antrum. — Special  in- 
struments for — 1.  The  removal  of  polypi,  a.  Various  forceps,  porte- 
ligatures,  serre-naeuds,  &lc.  2.  The  removal  of  extraneous  substances. 
3.  The  arrest  of  hemorrhage  from  the  posterior  nares.  a.  Including  all 
contrivances  for  "  tamponnement."  4.  Exploration  and  injection  of  the 
maxillary  sinus.  a.  Including  Jourdain's  sounds,  catheters,  &;c.  5. 
Perforation  and  injection  of  the  antrum,  a.  Including  Liston's  drills, 
antrum  syringes,  plugs,  &;c. 

D.  Operations  on  the  Mouth  and  Pharynx. — Special  instruments  for 
—  1.  Hare-lip.  2.  Operations  on  the  teeth  (dental  instruments).  3.  My- 
otomy and  ligature  of  the  tongue.  4.  Cleft  palate  and  other  opera- 
tions on  the  roof  of  the  mouth  (staphyloraphic  instruments),  a.  In- 
cluding obturators,  cleft  and  notched  needles,  palate  holders,  porte-sutures, 
&c.  5.  Excision  of  the  uvula  and  tonsils.  6.  Cauterization  and  other 
operations  on  the  pharynx,  a.  Tonsillar  guillotines,  pharyngotomes,  &;c. 
7.  Salivary  fistula,    a.  Parotidean  canules,  leaden  threads,  &,c. 

E.  Operations  on  the  Thorax  and  Respiratory  Organs. — Instru- 
ments for — 1.  Tracheotomy  and  laryngotomy.  a.  Including  Marshall 
Hall's  tracheotome,  Sampson's  springs  and  tubes,  &c.  2.  The  remov- 
al of  foreign  bodies  from  the  larynx,  trachea  and  bronchi.  3.  Para- 
centesis thoracis  (empyema).  4.  Various  purposes,  a.  Including  in- 
halers for  the  administration  of  chloroform,  ether  and  other  medicinal  va- 
pors, b.  Instruments  used  to  restore  suspended  animation,  c.  Respira- 
tors in  all  materials.  5.  Physical  examination  of  the  chest,  a.  Instru- 
ments for  auscultation,  percussion,  and  admeasurement  of  the  chest  ; 
stethoscopes  and  pleximeters  in  all  materials  ;  spirometers  and  stetho- 
meters,  as  suggested  by  Quain  and  Sibson,  &;c. 

F.  Operations  on  the  Abdominal  Walls  and  Alimentary  Canal. — 
Special  instruments  for — 1.  Stricture  and  other  morbid  states  of  the 
oesophagus,  the  removal  of  foreign  bodies,  &lc.  a.  Including  oesophagus 
bougies  and  probangs,  in  elastic  gum  and  other  materials,  oesophagotomes, 
gullet  forceps,  &ic.  2.  The  introduction  and  withdrawal  of  fluids  from 
the  stomach  ;  the  removal  of  poison,  &ic.  a.  The  stomach-pump  and 
its  appendages,  enema  syringes,  &c.  3.  The  formation  and  maintenance 
of  artificial  anus.    a.  Enterotomes,  porte-sutures,  &c.,  by  Dupuytren, 
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Blandin  and  others.  4.  Prolapsus  ani.  a.  All  kinds  of  rectum-plugs, 
in  metal,  elastic  gum,  &;c.  5.  Fistula,  fissures  and  vegetations  in  ano. 
a.  Fistula  knives,  directors,  &c.  b.  Porte-ligatures  (on  Lake's  and 
Sampson's  plan).  6.  Hernia,  a.  Cutting  instruments  for  its  radical 
cure.  h.  Trusses  and  all  artificial  means  of  support.  7.  Paracentesis 
abdominis.  8.  Physical  examination  of  the  rectum,  a.  Various  specu- 
lums  (by  Hilton  and  othei-s). 

G.  Operations  on  the  Genito-urinary  System  in  the  Male. — Instru- 
ments for — 1.  Lithotomy,  a.  Including  lithotomes,  gorgets,  staffs,  for- 
ceps, scoops,  &c.  2.  Lithotrity.  a.  Lithotrites,  which  disintegrate  the 
stone  by  perforation  ;  do.  do.,  by  concentric  pressure ;  do.  do.,  by  per- 
cussion, h.  Syringes  and  other  instruments  to  inject  and  explore  the 
bladder,  c.  Dilators,  sliding-scoops,  and  apparatus  to  remove  calculi 
impacted  in  the  urethra  ;  instruments  for  lithectasy,  &c.  3.  Urinary 
fistula,  a.  Including  all  urethroplastic  instruments,  urethrotomes,  &;c., 
for  recto-urethral,  perineal  and  recto-vesical  fistulae.  4.  Stricture,  pros- 
tatic and  vesical  disease,  and  retention  of  urine,  a.  Every  variety  of 
catheter,  bougie,  sound,  porte-caustique,  and  urinal  ;  curved  trocars  for 
puncture  of  the  bladder  above  the  pubes,  through  the  rectum,  &£c.  5. 
Phymosis.  a.  Apparatus  employed  by  Jews.  h.  By  the  profession. 
6.  Hydrocele.  7.  Varicocele,  a.  Including  instruments  for  oblitera- 
tion of  the  spermatic  veins  (Ricord's),  as  well  as  all  those  for  simple 
support ;  suspensory  and  other  bandages  ;  scrotal  rings,  &c. 

H.  Operations  on  the  Genito-urinary  System  in  the  Female. — In- 
struments for — 1.  Exploration.  a.  Including  speculums  in  all  mate- 
rials, sounds,  dilators,  &c.  2.  Operations  on  the  uterus,  vagina  and  cer- 
vix uteri,  a.  Hysterotomes  and  instruments  for  paracentesis  uteri  (Lis- 
franc's  and  Simpson's),  uterine  scissors  and  dressing  forceps  (curved  and 
straight),  porte-caustiques,  &lc.  3.  Polypus  uteri,  a.  Vulcella  and  other 
forceps,  porte-ligatures,  serre-naeuds,  Sec.  4.  Prolapsus  and  procidentia 
uteri,  a.  Including  pessaries,  bandages  and  artificial  support  of  all  kinds. 
5.  Vesico-vaginal  fistula  and  recto-vaginal  fistula,  a.  Hancock's  new 
instruments,  urinary  receptacles,  &;c.  6.  Obstetrical  purposes,  a.  Includ- 
ing all  midwifery  instruments,  and  contrivances  to  remedy  lacerated  peri- 
neum. 

I.  Operations  on  the  Extremities. — Special  instruments  for — 1.  Am- 
putations, a.  Army  (portable)  and  hospital  cases,  fee.  2.  The  adjust- 
ment of  fractures,  a.  Including  splints,  inclined  planes,  pads,  slings, 
and  bandages,  in  all  materials.  3.  The  reduction  of  dislocations,  a. 
Pulleys,  rings,  staples,  &;c. 

K.  Operations  on  the  Osseous  System. — Special  instruments  for — 1. 
Trepanning.  2.  Resection  and  exarticulation.  3.  The  extraction  of 
sequestrae,  &c. 

L.  Operations  on  the  Vascular  System. — Instruments  for — 1 .  Vene- 
section, a.  Cupping  instruments,  lancets,  leech  tubes,  &;c.  2.  The 
control  of  hemorrhage,  a.  Tourniquets,  compressors,  torsion  forceps, 
he.  3.  Transfusion.  4.  Aneurism — By  ligature  : — a.  Aneurism-nee- 
dles, porte  ligatures,  Sampson's  speculum,  &c.  By  compression : — 6. 
New  instruments,  by  Wyld,  Bellingham,  and  others.    5.  Naevus.  a. 
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Needles,  porte-aiguilles,  he.  (Liston's  and  Brodie's).  6.  Varices,  a. 
Including  elastic  bandages,  stockings,  anklets,  he. 

M.  Autoplastic  and  Orthopedic  Operations. — Special  instruments 
for — 1.  The  various  Taliacotian  processes,  a.  Rhinoplasty,  b.  Chilo- 
plasty,  he.  2.  Tenotomy  and  myotomy,  a.  Including  long-bladed 
knives  for  the  subcutaneous  division  of  muscles  and  tendons,  &;c.  3. 
Mechanical  compensation  of  lost  parts,  a.  Artificial  eyes,  noses,  ears, 
chins,  palates,  teeth,  hands,  arms,  legs,  he.  4.  Orthopedic  processes. 
a.  Including  all  orthopedic  apparatus,  back  and  leg  boards  and  irons, 
stays,  belts,  supports,  suspenders,  boots,  shoes  for  the  cure  of  bunions 
(Lanagan's),  he. 

N.  Dressing  Instruments. — a.  Surgeon's  pocket  cases  and  their  usual 
contents  ;  spring  bistouries,  tenaculums,  scalpels,  scissors,  forceps,  spa- 
tula, probes  and  directors,  needles,  ligature-silks,  he. 

O.  Miscellaneous  Philosophical  Apparatus  applied  to  the  Investiga- 
tion and  Treatment  of  Disease. — a.  Microscopes,  engiscopes  and  lenses  , 
urinometers  and  thermometers ;  volta-electric  apparatus,  various  illumi- 
nating speculums  ;  instruments  in  India  rubber  for  the  application  of  in- 
tense cold ;  Hooper's  water-cushions  for  the  reception  of  fluids  of  any 
temperature  ;  spongio-piline,  patent  lint,  plasters,  collodion,  nipple-shields, 
breast-pumps,  he. 

P.    Surgical  Tables,  Beds,  Mattrasses,  Chairs,  Cradles,  Bests,  &fc. 

Q.  Post-mortem  and  Dissecting  Instruments,  and  Instruments  for 
Embalmment. 

R,    Instruments  applied  to  Veterinary  Purposes. 


INJURY  TO  THE  SPINE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Joiu-nal.] 

During  the  severe  storm  which  occurred  about  the  middle  of  April,  a 
large  stable  belonging  to  the  Merrimac  House,  in  Lawrence,  was  sud- 
denly prostrated  by  the  gale,  burying  a  man  and  several  horses  in  the  ruins. 

The  man,  Sewall  Nute,  24  years  of  age,  received  a  blow  upon  his 
back,  and  was  thrown  down  so  that  his  head  and  lower  extremities  came 
in  contact,  doubling  the  spinal  column  anteriorly  upon  itself,  with  a 
heavy  weight  resting  upon  him,  severely  compressing  the  internal  organs 
and  doing  great  violence  to  the  spine.  Shortly  after  the  accident  I  was 
called,  and,  with  Drs.  Ames  and  Dana,  made  an  examination  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  injury  received  by  the  patient. 
The  skin  had  assumed  a  livid  aspect,  the  pulse  was  slow  and  feeble,  with 
rigors,  and  cold  extremities.  There  was  inability  to  support  the  head 
and  chest,  and  the  spine  could  not  be  elevated  above  an  angle  of  45  de- 
grees. On  tracing  the  spine  upward  and  counting  the  processes,  we 
found  the  angle  to  be  situated  at  the  eighth  dorsal  vertebra,  the  superior 
surface  of  which  could  be  distinctly  felt ;  the  sev^enth,  and  those  above 
it,  being  thrown  forward,  with  a  much  larger  space  between  the  spinous 
processes  of  the  seventh  and  eighth,  than  at  any  other  point,  and  both 
were  immovably  fixed.   The  idea  of  a  dislocation  presented  itself  strongly 


358 


Starving  out  Dyspepsia. 


to  the  mind,  but  as  there  was  not  complete  paralysis,  which  usually  oc- 
curs under  such  circumstances,  and  which  is  considered  pathognomonic, 
we  were  cautious  in  regard  to  the  diagnosis.  Crepitus  could  not  be  de- 
tected, and  consequently  there  was  no  certainty  of  a  fracture,  though 
there  was  a  serious  and  perplexing  deformity. 

After  a  re-examination,  we  were  unable  to  resist  the  conviction  that 
there  was  a  dislocation,  and  perhaps  a  fracture  of  such  a  character  as  to 
enlarge  the  spinal  canal,  and  thus,  by  making  the  angle  less  acute,  and 
the  canal  more  capacious,  preserve  the  spinal  cord  from  severe  com- 
pression. 

In  accordance  with  this  view,  two  folded  sheets  were  thrown  around 
the  patient  and  firmly  secured,  one  above  the  hips  and  the  other  below 
the  arms,  and  between  them  Jarvis's  Surgical  Adjuster  w^as  placed,  and 
given  in  charge  of  an  assistant.  Gradual,  but  strong  extending  power 
was  applied,  until  the  spinal  column  was  brought  into  a  direct  line  and 
the  deformity  removed,  the  patient  exclaiming  that  he  was  relieved.  He 
was  placed  upon  a  rubber  pillow,  and  carefully  watched. 

The  night  following,  there  was  a  high  grade  of  febrile  action,  sup- 
pression of  urine,  and  constipated  bowels,  but  these  symptoms  yielded  to 
appropriate  remedies.  There  was  inflammation  and  extensive  effusion 
in  the  injured  part,  which  was  removed  by  leeching  and  cold  applica- 
tions. He  gradually  improved,  and  on  the  17th  day  was  able  to  raise 
himself  in  bed.  A  spinal  supporter  was  applied,  and  on  the  24th  day 
he  was  able  to  walk  out,  with  every  indication  of  a  speedy  and  complete 
recovery.    A  deposition  of  ossific  matter  now  gives  evidence  of  a  fracture. 

To  some,  this  case  may  not  seem  remarkable.  To  me  it  is  interesting, 
and  more  especially  so,  because  many  physicians  believe  such  an  occur- 
rence impossible  without  fatal  consequences.  J.  H.  Morse. 

Lawrence,  May  I9th,  1851. 


[Dr.  Alcott  has  a  rare  faculty  of  collecting  curious  medical  facts,  and 
great  ingenuity  in  explaining  them.  The  case  alluded  to  below  is  an 
interesting  one,  and  is  worthy  of  being  placed  upon  record.  We  know 
of  no  particular  reason  to  doubt  the  statements  in  regard  to  it,  but  still  it 
would  be  gratifying  to  learn  something  further  from  the  physicians  of 
Nantucket,  who  must  be  supposed  to  have  better  opportunities  than  oth- 
ers of  knowing  the  particulars  of  so  remarkable  a  case.  But,  if  cor- 
rect in  every  point,  "one  swallow  does  not  make  a  summer;"  and  as 
one  patient  or  even  twenty  may  get  well  under  homoeopathic  treatment 
without  proving  the  efficacy  of  infinitesimal  doses,  so  the  solitary  case  of 
Mr.  Robinson  can  have  little  weight  in  disproving  the  old-fashioned  doc- 
trine that  something  besides  air  and  water  and  "  a  strong  will  "  are  need- 
ed for  the  nouiishment,  at  least,  of  the  human  body. — Ed.] 

STARVING  OUT  DYSPEPSIA. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
Sir, — In  my  communication  under  the  above  head,  in  the  Journal  of 
May  21,  I  studied  brevity  to  an  extent  which  has  been  regretted  by  some 
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of  your  readers.  Besides,  I  have  thought  it  best,  on  farther  reflection,  to 
make  a  few  physiological  remarks  and  inferences. 

The  doctrine  has  been  held,  as  you  know,  time  immemorial,  that  the 
human  body  derives  its  nourishment  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  through  the 
medium  of  nutritious  substances  received  into  the  stomach.  Pure  water, 
moreover,  has  not  generally  been  considered  as  containing  nutriment. 

But  if  this  doctrine  is  true — and  I  do  not  say  -it  is  not — where  did  Mr. 
Robinson  get  his  nourishment,  when,  for  four  months,  he  had  not  exceed- 
ed three  ounces  of  food  a  day,  nor  more  than  four  ounces  of  water,  and 
yet  found  himself  gaining  in  weight  at  the  average  rate  of  eight  ounces 
daily  ?  We  all  know  that  in  some  circumstances  the  system  may  feed  on 
itself,  so  to  speak ;  but  this  could  not  have  been  the  case  in  the  instance 
before  us.  How  the  weight  of  the  dejections  could  have  exceeded  the 
weight  of  all  the  bread  and  water  which  was  taken,  is  quite  enough  per- 
plexing ;  but  how,  in  addition  to  all  this,  half  a  pound  of  flesh  and  blood 
could  have  been  formed  every  day,  is  certainly  a  very  great  mystery. 
Mr.  R.  himself  thinks  he  derived  nutriment  from  the  atmosphere  ;  but  if 
it  were  admitted  that,  in  an  extreme  case,  the  system  was  able  to  obtain 
water  from  the  atmosphere,  no  one  has,  I  believe,  attempted  to  show 
how  we  could  be  nourished  through  that  medium. 

The  doctrine  has  been  advanced  by  some  that  the  dejections,  except 
the  seeds,  skins,  rinds,  he.  of  fruits,  are,  for  the  far  greater  part,  a  secre- 
tion from  the  vessels  of  the  lower  intestines.  But  1  am  not  aware  that 
this  view  has  been  taken  by  many  physiologists  in  this  country.  The 
case  of  Mr.  R.  has,  however,  a  bearing  in  that  direction.  Indeed,  how 
can  we  account  for  the  results  without  admitting  it  ?  « 

Finally,  the  case  of  Mr.  R.  shows  us  that  the  beefsteak  and  porter 
treatment — the  stimulating  mode  of  managing  dyspeptic  cases,  I  mean — 
is  not  adapted  to  every  body.  It  confirms  the  views  of  Dr.  Johnson  in 
his  work  on  Indigestion,  only  the  doctor  recommends  a  small  amount  of 
gruel  daily,  rather  than  a  small  amount  of  solid  food. 

It  may  and  will  be  asked  how  it  is  possible  for  a  human  body,  six  feet 
in  length  and  weighing  1 50  pounds  or  more,  to  be  sustained  on  three 
ounces  of  bread  and  a  gill  of  water  a  day.  Many,  we  shall  be  .assured, 
have  run  down  when  confined  to  a  much  larger  amount  of  farinaceous 
food  with  nothing  but  water.  Half  a  pound  has  not  usually  been  deem- 
ed enough  to  sustain  life  ;  how,  then,  can  three  ounces  do  it  ? 

We  must  remember  that  in  the  case  of  Mr.  R.  a  strong  will  went 
along  with  him  through  the  whole  experiment.  It  was  a  last  resort.  He 
frankly  confesses  that  he  could  not  now  muster  resolution  to  repeat  the 
experiment. 

We  shall  also  do  well  remember  that  in  most,  if  not  all  those  cases 
where  dyspeptics  and  others  have  run  down  when  confined  for  a  long 
time  to  dry  bread,  they  have  either  had  misgivings  of  their  own,  or  they 
have  been  surrounded  and  depressed  by  the  croakings  of  others.  No 
man  who  has  full  faith  in  his  physician  and  lives  under  the  full  influence 
of  the  elevating  passions  and  affections,  will  greatly  suffer  for  want  of 
nourishment,  while  he  takes  eight  or  ten  ounces  of  coarse  wheat  bread, 
or  ten  or  twelve  of  rye  or  Indian,  every  day.    On  the  contrary,  I  have 
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known  several  remarkable  recoveries  under  this  mode  of  treatment,  where 
there  was  full  faith  in  it.    I  could  mention  names  if  it  were  necessary. 

But,  "  faith  or  no  faith,"  I  should  not  be  likely  to  put  a  patient  of 
mine  on  so  small  a  quantity  of  bread  per  day  as  three  ounces  ;  nor  do  I 
recommend  such  a  course  to  any  one  else.  There  is  a  wide  difference, 
however,  between  three  ounces  and  eight  or  ten.  Nor  is  it  certain  that 
every  case  would  yield  to  the  bread  and  water  treatment. 

My  main  purpose  has  been,  in  this  communication,  to  present  to  think- 
ing medical  men  and  physiologists  a  striking  and  important  fact.  Should 
it  elicit  the  attention  it  deserves,  I  shall  rejoice.  No  man  is  more  anx- 
ious, lam  sure,  for  the  advancement  of  science  in  every  form  and  shape 
in  which  it  may  be  understood  or  applied,  than  myself. 

West  Newton,  May  26,  1851.  W.  A.  Alcott. 

Note. — -Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Robin- 
son the  following  additional  information. 

"  One  fact  slipped  my  mind,  when  I  wrote  you,  which  may  be  of  some 
importance.  From  a  youth,  until  I  was  sick  with  my  dyspepsia,  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  I  could  read  fifteen  minutes  at  a  time  by  lamplight ; 
but  in  six  months  after  I  began  the  experiment  of  a  low  diet,  I  sat  down 
and  read  a  book  of  sixty  pages  by  lamplight,  without  the  least  inconve- 
nience. In  short,  my  eyes  had  now  become  very  strong  indeed.  How- 
ever, I  had  not  long  deviated  from  the  right  path,  and  began  again  to  eat 
animal  food,  butter,  &ic.,  before  my  eyes  began  to  fail  me." 

It  is  also  proper  to  say,  that  within  a  few  months  past  Mr.  R.  has  re- 
turned to  a  diet  of  Graham  bread,  though  I  believe  he  allows  himself  a 
much  larger  quantity  than  three  ounces  a  day.  Of  this  fact  I  was  not 
aware  till  within  a  very  few  days.  W.  A.  A. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    JUNE   4,  ]851. 


Tke  A?inual  Meetmg  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  at  Worcester. 
' — Agreeably  to  the  previous  announcement,  this  meeting  took  place  last 
Wednesday,  in  the  city  of  Worcester.  The  weather  was  delightful,  and 
quite  a  large  delegation  were  present,  numbering  some  350  or  more.  The 
meeting  took  place  in  the  City  Hall. 

By  invitation  of  the  Berkshire  District  Medical  Society,  it  was  unani- 
mously Voted^  to  have  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  in  Pittsfield, 
and  Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes,  of  this  city,  was  chosen  Anniversary  Chairman. 

Dr.  B.  Carpenter,  of  Pawtucket,  brought  forward  charges  preferred  by 
him  before  the  Counsellors,  against  Dr.  Ira  Barrows.  Quite  a  desultory 
discussion  took  place  among  the  members  relating  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  subject  should  be  managed.  To  facilitate  the  business,  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  was  called  for  as  to  the  legality  of  the  discussion ;  but  this  had 
the  contrary  effect,  and  business  was  delayed  some  two  or  more  hours  by 
it.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  from  the  evidence  which  was  furnished  by  Dr. 
Carpenter,  that  Dr.  Barrows  had  been  guilty  of  violating  his  obligation, 
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and,  in  fact,  as  much  u'as  admitted  by  him  before  the  Counsellors;  yet  we 
think  such  matters  should  come  up  before  the  District  Society  where  the 
parties  reside,  a?  it  is  almost  impossible  to  manage  such  cases  properly  by 
the  Parent  Society.  The  hour  (1  o'clock)  appointed  to  hear  the  annual 
address,  having  arrived,  all  discussions  were  cut  short.  The  address  was 
delivered  by  Dr.  D.  H.  Storer,  of  this  city,  and  we  presume  we  shall  be 
reiterating  the  sentiments  of  all  who  heard  it,  when  we  say  that  it  was 
able  and  interesting.  The  theme,  ^'Medical  Jurisprudence,''^  w^as  most 
appropriately  chosen.  Dr.  Storer  thought  that  too  little  attention  was 
paid  to  this  important  part  of  a  medical  education,  by  the  instructers  in 
our  medical  schools.  He  alluded  to  the  scenes  often  enacted  in  our  courts, 
when  a  medical  witness  was  examined;  a  physician's  testimony  might 
there  be  impeached,  when  he  intended  to  tell  nothing  but  the  truth,  on  ac- 
count of  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  jurisprudence.  Dr.  S.  urged  upon 
the  members  an  attention  to  this  subject.  Medical  police,  in  its  relation  to 
the  treatment  of  disease-,  next  occupied  the  speaker's  attention.  He  alluded 
to  the  time  when  smallpox  was  so  much  dreaded,  that  hospitals  were  ne- 
cessary for  those  afflicted  with  it,  and  red  flags,  designating  such  houses, 
were  displayed,  to  warn  people  from  passing  by  or  entering.  A  great 
change  had  come  over  the  public  mind  in  regard  to  this  matter.  Vaccina- 
tion, that  protective  prophylactic,  has  done  every  thing  to  bring  it  about. 
In  the  city  of  Boston,  which  he  cited  as  an  example,  all  the  children  at- 
tending the  public  schools  have  to  be  vaccinated  ;  consequently,  the  inha- 
bitants are  protected  by  a  strong  sanitary  cordon.  When  those  who  are 
unprotected,  chance  to  become  affected  with  smallpox,  they  can  now  be 
treated  at  their  own  quiet  homes,  without  any  fear  of  their  houses  being 
mobbed  by  an  infuriated  people.  The  burial  of  the  dead  within  the  limits 
of  densely  populated  cities,  was  touched  upon  by  the  speaker.  The  inju- 
rious influence  of  exhalations  from  the  sepulchre,  was  most  vividly  por- 
trayed. The  difference  between  the  mode  of  treating  persons  of  unsound 
minds,  now,  and  some  years  since,  was  happily  contrasted.  Allusion  was 
made  to  the  State  laws,  and  those  of  the  Society,  as  regards  uneducated 
men  practising  medicine.  Quackery  in  all  its  forms,  both  in  and  out  of 
the  profession,  received  a  proper  condemnation.  The  education  of  apothe- 
caries was  also  dwelt  upon  at  some  length,  and  the  importance  of  the  col- 
lege of  pharmacy,  lately  established  in  this  city,  was  very  properly  main- 
tained. The  adulteration  of  medicines,  and  the  much  needed  restriction 
of  the  sale  of  poisons,  received  the  attention  which  subjects  of  so  much 
importance  demand.  The  learned  doctor  closed  his  discourse  by  alluding 
to  the  propriety  of  having  coroners  appointed  from  among  medical  men. 
He  spoke  forcibly  upon  the  subject,  and  demonstrated  satisfactorily  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  proposed  change.  The  whole  address  was  carefully  prepar- 
ed, and  most  ably  delivered  ;  and  vvere  it  not  for  the  vote  which  passed  to 
have  it  published,  we  should  give  a  m.ore  perfect  sketch  from  the  notes 
taken.  At  2^  o'clock,  P.  M.,  a  procession  was  formed,  headed  by  the  com- 
mittee of  arrangements,  officers  of  the  Society,  and  orator  of  the  day, 
which  proceeded  to  Flagg's  Hall,  where  a  most  sumptuous  banquet  had 
been  prepared.  The  committee  of  arrangements  deserve  many  thanks, 
for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  they  performed  their  duties,  for,  as  was 
conceded  by  all  whom  we  heard  express  themselves  on  the  subject,  the 
entertainment  was  the  best  that  had  been  prepared  for  the  Society  for  seve- 
ral years.  After  the  qualities  of  the  good  things  had  been  properly  dis- 
cussed, Dr.  H.  H.  Childs,  the  anniversary  chairman,  made  a  few  remarks. 
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closing  with  a  sentiment  that  brought  the  President  of  the  Society  to  the  floor. 
Speeches  were  made  and  sentiments  offered  by  Dr.  Storer,  Ex-Gov.  Lincoln, 
Hon.  Isaac  Davis,  Professor  Bartlett,  and  others,  all  of  which  were  spirited, 
and  well  calculated  to  produce  the  very  best  of  feeling"  among  the  members 
of  the  Society.  At  4  o'clock,  the  members  again  repaired  to  the  City  Hall, 
to  finish  their  deliberations;  but  it  being  evident,  from  the  character  of  the 
business  under  consideration,  that  the  session  would  be  a  long  one,  it  was 
voted,  unanimously,  at  4|,  P.  M.,  that  the  Society  adjourn  to  meet  again  in 
Boston,  in  October  next.  At  5  o'clock,  most  of  the  members  vv^ere  on  their 
way  homeward. — This  being  the  first  time,  since  the  formation  of  this  an- 
cient Society,  that  its  annual  meeting  has  been  held  out  of  the  metropolis, 
it  was  feared  that  the  number  in  attendance  would  be  small ;  but  we 
should  judge  there  were  nearly  as  many  present  as  usual.  We  presume, 
after  the  next  annual  meeting  in  Pittsfield,  that  it  will  be  considered  more 
politic  to  have  the  meetings  again  in  this  city,  as  a  more  convenient  place 
for  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Society. — We  would  not  let  this  oc- 
casion pass,  without  acknowledging,  in  a  most  grateful  manner,  the  kind 
liberality  extended  to  the  members  of  the  Society  who  passed  over  the 
Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad,  by  its  able  and  obliging*  Superintendent, 
G.  Twichell,  Esq.  The  request,  from  the  Suffolk  District  Society,  that 
the  fare  be  reduced  on  that  occasion,  was  at  once  cheerfully  complied  with 
on  his  part,  and  every  effort  made  for  the  convenience  of  the  members. 
We  believe  the  same  facilities  w^ere  also  afforded  members  on  the  other 
roads  entering  Worcester,  by  the  obliging  officers,  which  also  deserve  ma- 
ny thanks.  Worcester  will  vie  with  any  city  in  our  New  England  States 
in  point  of  loveliness,  and  the  hospitality  of  its  citizens,  and  the  day  will 
be  long  and  pleasantly  remiombered  that  convened  this  Society  in  it. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Counsellors,  held  the  day  previous,  the  following 
gentlemen  were  chosen  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  year : — Dr.  John 
Ware,  of  Boston,  President ;  Dr.  A.  Mackie,  of  New  Bedford,  Vice  Pre- 
sident;  Dr.  H.  I.  Bowditch,  Boston,  Correspondijig  Secretary  ;  Dr.  Chas. 
Ware,  Boston,  Recording  SecWij ;  Dr.  A.  A.  Gould,  Boston,  Treasurer  ; 
Dr.  A.  A.  Watson,  Boston,  Librarian. 


EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Constantinople — Visit  to  the  Seraglio^  St.  Sophia^  the  Mint,  ^'C. — Aftas 
my  former  letters  from  Constantinople  were  written,  a  firman  was  pro- 
cured from  one  of  the  Cabinet  ministers,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  acting 
Ambassador  of  the  U.  States,  Mr.  Marsh  being  absent,  which  gave  myself, 
and  a  party  formed  for  the  purpose,  an  entrance  into  various  places  held 
to  be  exceedingly  sacred  by  the  Turks.  The  first  was  the  Seraglio — the 
oldest  and  most  extensive  royal  residence  in  Constantinople,  famed  in  the 
history  of  this  turbulent,  ignorant  race  of  men,  as  the  scene  of  momentous 
events.  Then  the  Armory,  St.  Sophia,  the  Mint,  the  Mosque  of  Ahmed, 
the  Mausoleum  of  Sultan  Mahmoud,  and  some  other  famed  enclosures. 
It  is  so  difficult  to  gain  access  to  the  interior  of  these  places,  that  some 
have  resided  many  years  here,  without  having  seen  them.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Holmes  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Goodale,  American  missionaries,  were  particu- 
larly attentive  to  us.  The  cost  of  the  document  of  admittance  was  rising 
of  thirty  dollars.  The  Seraglio  is  a  cluster  of  buildings,  of  various 
dimensions,  grouped  together  according  to  the  taste  of  the  different 
sovereigns  who  have  occupied  it.    Some  of  the  apartments  are  exceedingly 
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spacious,  and  gilded  in  the  richest  designs.  Marble  enters  largely  into 
the  finish  of  them  all.  Still,  there  is  a  kind  of  barbaric  air  of  magnifi- 
cence about  them.  Voluptuousness  is  the  point  to  be  attained — and  the 
success  seems  to  have  been  complete.  Such  bath-rooms,  such  fountains 
in  the  centre  of  apartments,  with  all  imag^inable  affixes  for  the  ease  of  the 
occupants,  can  nowhere  else  be  found.  The  picture  gallery  has  one  single 
long  row  of  French  engravings,  illustrative  of  Napoleon's  successes,  with 
a  few  ships,  and  some  trifling  drawings.  One  bedstead,  only,  was  seen  in 
this  chain  of  palaces — and  that  was  about  ten  feet  wide,  by  fifteen  long! 
The  royal  book  cases,  two  in  number,  one  being  for  transportation  from 
room  to  room,  had  but  few  books.  The  largest  case  may  have  contained 
sixty  copies  of  the  Koran,  of  various  sizes,  and  in  various  bindings.  The 
small  one  had  as  many  more  books,  small  and  thin,  but  glittering  with  gold» 
and  were  poems  of  the  most  frivolous  description,  said  the  guide,  who  could 
read  the  titles.  In  the  yard  there  is  a  small  square  building,  standing 
alone,  called  the  royal  library,  in  which  there  may  be  a  thousand  volumes 
— nearly  all  Korans,  and  all  written  with  a  pen.  In  the  upper  division  of 
the  Seraglio  grounds,  are  the  old  palaces  of  the  first  Sultans.  Fantastic- 
looking  things  they  are,  with  latticed  windows,  and  wide-projecting  eaves 
— all  covered  over  with  devices  in  pearl,  stone  and  precious  woods,  inlaid 
in  indescribable  confusion.  One  of  them  is  approached  through  a  succes- 
sion of  lofty  gates — the  last  being  the  Sublime  Porte,  which  gives  a  name 
to  the  Court.  Within  a  small  apartment,  strongly  guarded  by  barred  win- 
dows, is  the  throne,  something  in  the  form  of  a  high-post  bedstead.  It  is 
not  far  from  ten  feet  square — occupying  one  corner  of  the  room.  The 
posts  and  tester  are  covered  with  gems  of  various  kinds,  presumed  to  be 
of  incalculable  value.  On  the  platform  are  thrown  cushions.  No  taste 
was  perceived  in  the  gardens  ;  the  walks  were  stiff',  narrow,  and  uninvit- 
ing. No  rare  plants  were  discoverable  ;  the  hot-house  contained  mostly 
orange  and  lemon  trees  in  pots.  Equally  devoid  of  taste  were  the  foun- 
tains. St.  Sophia,  in  many  of  its  aspects  and  style  of  finish,  mosaics, 
gildings,  &c.,  reminded  me  of  St.  Mark  at  Venice.  Some  of  the  columns 
— four  certainly — are  of  porphyry,  hooped  with  iron  to  keep  the  fractured 
bits  together.  A  little  forest  of  serpentine  pillars,  and  of  other  materials 
brought  from  the  ruins  of  various  temples  when  this  was  commenced, 
look  rather  out  of  place.  The  arches  are  amazingly  irregular — no  two 
being  of  the  same  curve.  The  dome  is  certainly  settling  on  one  side, 
giving  it  the  appearance  of  being  flattened.  The  galleries,  with  their 
wide  long  marble  slabs  for  flooring,  the  massiveness  of  the  outer  walls, 
and  the  singularity  of  the  architecture,  combine  to  make  one  say  he  is 
glad  to  have  seen  this  boasted  temple,  the  pride  of  Turkey.  I  heard  a 
discourse  in  St.  Sophia — the  preacher  being  in  a  squatting  position  on  a 
cushion  in  the  pulpit,  and  the  audience  were  squatting  in  front  of  him  on 
the  floor.  As  soon  as  he  finished  the  discourse,  he  came  down  and  sat 
upon  the  floor  himself,  spread  a  pocket-handkerchief  and  received  the 
contributions  of  those  who  were  disposed  to  give  him  something.  The 
floor  was  covered  with  Turkey  carpets,  laid  askew — to  direct  the  pious 
towards  Mecca.  Numerous  chandeliers  were  suspended  by  iron  rods 
from  the  dome.  In  all  the  metropolitan  mosques  I  have  visited,  there  are 
invariably  two  monster  tallow  candles,  opposite  the  entrance.  In  St.  So- 
phia they  are  over  a  foot  in  diameter,  and  twelve  feet  high.  To  light 
them  the  servant  ascends  a  ladder  placed  against  the  wall.  The  Mosque 
of  Ahmed  is,  in  my  estimation,  altogether  superior  to  St.  Sophia.    It  is 
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unique.  Its  immense  dome  is  upheld  by  four  gigantic  marble  columns, 
eighteen  feet  in  diameter.  The  Mausoleum  of  Sultan  Ahmed  contained 
the  sarcophagi  of  three  sultans,  twenty  princes,  and  some  few  females  of 
their  households.  Over  the  head  of  each  box  was  the  turban  of  each  in- 
dividual. To  understand  the  magnificence  of  these  royal  cemeteries,  one 
must  see  them.  In  a  cupboard  there  were  the  girdles  worn  by  each,  in 
his  life  time,  covered  with  jewels  of  surpassing  brilliancy.  They  are 
the  State  jewels,  like  those  of  the  English  sovereigns  in  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don and  Edinburgh  Castle.  Of  all  these  cemeteries,  however,  that  of  the 
late  Sultan,  already  referred  to,  is  the  ne  phis  ultra  of  splendor.  His 
grave  is  covered  by  a  box  shaped  like  the  roof  of  a  house,  rather  elevated 
at  the  head,  covered  by  the  costliest  kinds  of  Cashmere  shawls,  thrown 
over  it  carelessly.  The  turban  has  a  waving  plume,  with  a  perfect  gush 
of  diamonds  in  front,  and  the  whole  defended  by  a  railing  elaborately  orna- 
mented with  pearl.  Exterior  to  that,  are  colossal  gilt  candlesticks  and  can- 
dles, braced  to  a  perpendicular  by  chaced  silver  chains  made  fast  to  pillars. 
Two  of  his  daughters  and  some  others  of  his  family  are  lying  near.  All 
the  graves  of  Sultans,  even  of  a  remote  period,  are  indicated  by  similar 
sarcophagi,  over  which  are  plumed  turbans  of  elegant  patterns,  and 
splendidly  ornamented  with  gems  of  great  price.  In  one  of  the  gal- 
leries of  the  Mosque  of  Ahmed,  there  were  as  many  as  two  cartloads 
of  boxes,  chests  and  trunks  of  all  sizes  and  patterns,  the  property  of 
individuals  and  filled  with  their  treasures.  They  are  regarded  as  such  sa- 
cred deposits,  that  however  long  they  may  remain,  no  depredations  are 
ever  known  to  be  made  upon  them.  The  owners  go  and  add  to  the  con- 
tents, or  take  away,  ab  libitum.  In  two  hundred  years  a  lock  would  not 
be  disturbed  by  any  one  but  the  lawful  owner,  or  representative  of  the  one 
who  placed  it  there.  There  is  no  parallel  to  the  honesty  of  these  people 
in  some  respects,  or  their  dishonesty  in  others.  They  will  cheat  each 
other  in  trade,  by  false  entries,  alterations  of  records,  and  by  frauds  on  gov- 
ernment, but  starve  in  a  gutter  before  they  would  abstract  a  para  from  a 
trunk  laid  on  the  floor  of  a  mosque,  if  it  contained  millions  and  the  theft 
could  never  be  known. 


Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  at  Hartford,  Conn. — From  a  Report, 
by  Dr.  Graves,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Massachusetts  Legis- 
lature on  Public  Charitable  Institutions,  at  the  last  session,  we  copy  the 
following  respecting  a  most  deserving  institution  in  a  neighboring  State. 

"The  condition  of  the  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  at  Hartford, 
Conn.,  has  for  many  years  been  annually  reported  to  the  Legislature,  and 
its  high  character  and  success  are  well  known.  As  the  Stale  contributes 
to  the  support  of  its  inmates,  it  was  visited  by  your  committee,  and,  after 
personal  inspection,  they  believe  it  to  be  entitled  to  the  high  rank  it  has 
uniformly  held  among  the  charitable  institutions  of  our  country.  The 
number  of  pupils  in  the  asylum,  during  the  past  year,  was  about  200,  who 
were  sustained  at  an  average  expense  of  about  il50  each.  The  number 
from  Massachusetts,  who  are  beneficiaries  of  the  State,  was  74.  For  the 
support  of  each,  the  State  pays  $100,  besides  an  additional  sum  for  cloth- 
ing ;  at  an  aggregate  expense,  for  the  year,  to  the  Commonwealth,  of 
$8,205  53. 

"  The  principal.  Rev.  Lewis  Weld,  devotes  himself  with  much  zeal  and 
wisdom  to  the  institution,  and  to  the  accomplishment  of  its  humane  pur- 
poses, aided  by  faithful  and  interested  assistants. 
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"The  interest  of  the  pupils  in  their  studies,  their  proficiency  in  useful 
attainments,  their  habits  of  industry  and  order,  the  indications  of  intelli- 
gence and  cheerfulness  expressed  in  healthy  and  happy  countenances,  al- 
most precluded  the  idea  of  a  deficiency  in  the  senses,  and  made  a  most 
favorable  impression  on  the  committee." 


Stricture  of  the  (Esophagus. — A  case  of  this  kind  of  stricture,  similar 
in  its  cause  and  result  to  the  one  inserted  in  a  preceding  page,  was  reported 
to  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society  of  London,  and  is  published  in  the  So- 
ciety's Volume  of  Transactions  lately  issued.  The  following  notice  of  it 
is  from  the  Dublin  Journal. 

"  This  case  of  Stricture  of  the  QEsophagus  proved  fatal  two  years  and 
three  months  after  soap-lees  had  been  accidentally  swallowed.  The  symp- 
toms were  almost  precisely  analogous  to  those  which  were  presented  in  the 
many  similar  cases  that  are  on  record:  namely,  apparently  complete  reco- 
very from  the  immediate  efl^ects  of  the  accident ;  symptoms  of  difficulty  in 
swallowing,  occurring  many  months — in  this  case  ten — afterwards  ;  the 
patient  being  unable  to  get  any  solid  food  into  the  stomach,  it  being  re- 
turned by  the  mouth,  after  having  been  retained  in  the  cesophagus  for  a 
space;  rapid  improvement  at  first,  under  the  use  of  bougies,  but  eventually 
complete  closure  of  ihe  passage ;  and  death,  with  the  most  frightful  suflfer- 
ings  from  hunger  and  thirst,  the  torments,  as  appositely  remarked  by  Dr. 
Basham,  resembling  those  of  the  fabled  Lydian  King: 

'  Nec  bibit  inter  aquas,  nec  poma  patentia  carpit 
Tantalus  infelix  !   quem  sua  fata  premuiit.' 

The  deduction  to  be  drawn  from  all  the  recorded  cases  of  oesophageal 
stricture  produced  by  local  irritants  is,  we  fully  agree  with  the  author,  that 
as  soon  as  the  immediate  inflammatory  symptoms  have  been  subdued,  the 
bougie  should  be  employed  daily,  and  its  use  continued  for  many  months, 
even  in  the  absence  of  any  indications  for  its  necessity.  Indeed,  its  intro- 
duction, at  short  intervals,  should  not  be  omitted  during  the  remainder  of 
the  individual's  life." 


The  Comparative  Fecundity  of  the  Black  and  White  Races. — Dr.  E.  M. 
Pendleton,  of  Sparta,  Geo.,  in  an  article  on  this  subject,  published  in  the 
Charleston  Medical  Journal,  gives  the  following  statements  in  proof  that 
the  whites  are  not  more  prolific  than  the  blacks. 

"  By  the  recent  census  of  Hancock  Co.,  Ga.,  we  have  ascertained  that 
there  are  587  white  females,  between  the  ages  of  20  and  40  years,  which 
may  be  properly  termed  the  child-bearing  period  of  woman's  life.  There 
are,  likewise,  1207  white  children  under  ten  years  of  age,  being  an  ave- 
rage of  2.05  per  cent,  of  children  for  each  female.  Of  the  blacks^,  includ- 
ing mulattoes,  there  are  9S6  women  between  20  and  40,  and  2392  children 
under  ten,  being  2.42  per  cent,  of  children  lo  the  woman.  We  infer  from 
this  table,  that  the  blacks  are  much  better  breeders  than  the  whites,  and, 
by  consequence,  the  natural  increase  of  the  one  race  is  as  much  larger 
than  that  of  the  other,  as  2.42  is  larger  than  2.05.  By  what  process  of 
ratiocination  can  we  maintain  the  hypothesis,  that  our  negro  females  are 
forever  drenching  themselves  with  nostrums,  injurious  to  their  health,  and 
fatal  to  their  oflTspring?  One  well  authenticated  table,  like  the  above,  is 
worth  more  as  an  argument,  than  all  the  plausible  theories  of  the  pro- 
foundest  philosophers  of  the  age." 
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He  also  shows,  by  an  analysis  of  2852  cases  in  his  own  practice  (1822 
of  which  were  whites,  and  1030  blacks),  that  the  prevalence  of  diseases 
connected  with  sterility  in  females  is  greater  among  whites  than  blacks. 
"  Of  dysmenorrhoea,  w^hich  is  apt  to  induce  incurable  sterility,  the  ratio  of 
blacks  to  whites,  according  to  population,  is  0.30  to  0.14,  showing  that  the 
whites  are  subject  to  this  disease  more  than  two  to  one.  Of  menorrhagia, 
it  is  0.16  to  0.10.  Of  prolapsus  uteri,  0.26  to  0.09,  nearly  three  to  one. 
Of  amenorrhcea,  that  disease  in  which  conception  is  next  to  impossible,  it 
is  0.23  to  0.09.  Leucorrhffia,  0.11  to  0.06  ;  and  abortion,  0.40  to  0.51— 
showing  the  tendency  to  abortion  larger  in  the  black  female  than  the  white, 
while  in  every  other  disease  it  is  the  reverse." 


New  Professorial  Appointments  in  Neiu  York. — The  vacancies  lately 
occasioned  by  death  and  resignations  in  the  New  York  Medical  Schools, 
have  been  filled,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  extracts  from  the  last 
number  of  the  New  York  Medical  Gazette. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
of  New  York,  held  on  the  22d  inst.,  Dr.  Elisha  Bartlett  was  elected  to  fill 
the  chair  in  that  institution,  vacated  by  the  death  of  the  late  Dr.  Beck. 
We  understand  that  the  votes  stood,  12  for  Dr.  Bartlett,  and  6  for  Dr. 
Swett,  which  included  all  the  votes.  The  election  of  Dr.  Bartlett  will  be 
hailed  by  the  true  friends  of  the  venerable  college  as  adding  strength  and 
reputation  to  the  school,  and  we  doubt  not  he  will  prove  a  valuable  acqui- 
sition to  the  faculty,  increasing  both  their  popularity  and  usefulness. 

Dr.  Alfred  C.  Post,  of  N.  York,  has  been  elected  Professor  of  Surgery 
in  the  University  of  New  York,  in  place  of  Dr.  Gross,  resigned ;  and  Dr. 
Meredith  Clymer,  of  Philadelphia,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice 
of  Medicine,  in  lieu  of  Dr.  Bartlett,  resigned.  Both  these  gentlemen  are 
well  known,  and  their  election  cannot  fail  to  increase  the  reputation  and 
promote  the  success  of  the  school. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Carnochan  has  been  appointed  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
New  York  Medical  College,  in  place  of  Dr.  A.  L.  Cox,  resigned.  This 
is  an  excellent  appointment. 


Buffalo  Medical  School. — We  learn  that  Dr.  John  C.  Dalton,  Jr.,  of  this 
city,  has  been  elected  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Medical  Jurisprudence 
in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  place  of  Dr.  C.  B.  Coventry,  ap- 
pointed Emeritus  Professor. 


A  Neiv  Deoderizer. — Dr.  J.  D.  Buzzell,  of  Cape  Elizabeth,  Maine,  has 
been  in  our  city  a  few  weeks  past,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a  new 
substance  lately  discovered  in  his  neighborhood,  which  is  reputed  to 
possess  the  property  of  destroying  the  odor  of  putrid  animal  or  vegetable 
matter.  We  have  only  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  it  in  one  instance, 
and  cannot  therefore  judge  correctly  of  its  true  merits  ;  but  in  this  first 
trial  we  must  say  it  proved  very  satisfactory.  It  is  our  intention  to  give  it 
a  thorough  test,  and  publish  the  results  in  the  Journal. 


Cod-Liver  Oil. — A  sample  of  cod-liver  oil  has  been  received  from  Mr. 
Robert  G.  Frazer,  a  respectable  chemist  of  Halifax,  N.  S.,  which  presents 
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every  evidence  of  purity.  Wholesale  dealers  in  the  article  will  find  it  to 
their  advantage,  before  purchasing-  elsewhere,  to  confer  with  Mr.  Frazer, 
who  is  prepared  to  supply  any  quantity  that  may  be  desired. 


The  Medical  Faculty  and  the  Clergy. — The  followiifg  sentiment  was 
given  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  at  the  banquet  table,  on  the  occasion  of  cele- 
brating the  anniversary  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  at  Worces- 
ter, on  Wednesday  last. 

"  The  Faculty  and  the  Clergy  of  Massachusetts — May  they  both  remem- 
ber that  the  ancient  shepherds  honored  ^sculapius,  not  because  he  was 
suckled  by  a  goat,  but  for  the  divine  halo  which  beamed  from  his  head." 


Medical  Miscellany. — Mention  is  made  in  the  public  papers  of  a  beauti- 
ful service  of  silver  plate  presented  to  Dr.  S.  S.  Whitney,  of  Dedham,  Ms., 
by  a  patient  from  Canada,  on  whom  the  doctor  successfully  performed  the 
palato-plastic  operation. — Prof.  Gross,  of  Ky.,  is  said  to  have  a  work  in  press 
on  the  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Origans. — Dr.  A.  Hester  has  lately  become 
proprietor  as  well  as  editor  of  the  N.  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
having  purchased,  at  sheriff's  sale,  the  interest  of  the  late  proprietors,  J.  B. 
Weld  &  Co. — Dr.  Bennett  Dowler,  of  New  Orleans,  has  been  elected  a 
member  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  College  of  Philadelphia. — The  New 
Jersey  Medical  Reporter  is  now  published  monthly,  instead  of  quarterly, 
as  formerly. — Dr.  Francis  Gurney  Smith,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Medical  Examiner,  has  been  appointed  one  of  the  physicians  of 
the  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  in  that  city,  in  place  of  Dr.  S.  Jackson,  resigned. 
— M.  Loze,  a  French  naval  surgeon,  recommends,  in  the  administration 
of  cod-liver  oil,  that  it  be  combined  with  a  mucilage  containing  pancreatic 
juice,  which  thus  forms  an  artificial  chyle.  In  this  form  the  oil  is  readily 
and  completely  absorbed,  and  its  effect  more  readily  obtained  in  phthisis. — 
Dr.  Ravenhill,  another  of  the  House  Physicians  at  Beilevue,  New  York, 
died  at  the  Hospital  lately,  of  typhus  fever. 


Books  and  Pamphlets  received  and  to  be  Noticed. — The  Physical  Health  of  the  Brain,  by  I.  Ray, 
M.D.,  of  the  Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  Providence.  R.  I. — Miimoir  of  Dr.  Twitchell,  by  H.  I. 
Bowdilch,  M.l).,  Boston. — The  Accommodation  of  the  Eye  to  Distances,  by  W.  C.  Wallace,  M.D., 
New  York. — Report  of  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Medicine  upon  the  com- 
parative value  of  Milk  formed  from  the  Slop  Distilleries  and  other  food,  by  A.  K.  Gardner,  M.D., 
New  York. — Transactions  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  of  Philadelphia. — Intermarriage  j  or  the 
mode  in  which,  and  the  causes  why,.  Beauty,  Health  and  Intellect  result  from  certain  unions.  By 
Alexander  Walker.    Philadelphia  :  Lindsay  &  Blakiston. 


To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Mitchell's  report  of  a  case  of  Imperforate  Anus,  and  Dr.  Zieg- 
ler's  remarks  on  the  Treatment  of  Strang^ulated  Hernia,  were  received  too  late  for  insertion  in  the 
present  number. 


Marrikd, — At  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Leonard  Cassell  McPhail,  M.D.,  late  surgeon  U.  S.  Army,  to 
Miss  Caroline  Elizabeth,  youngest  daughter  of  Robert  Speir,  Esq. 


Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Saturday  noon,  May  31,  71. — Males,  40— females,  31. 
Abscess,  1 — accidental,  1 — anemia,  1 — apoplexy,  1 — inflammation  of  bowels,  1 — disease  of  brain, 
1 — consumption,  17 — convulsions,  4 — canker,  2 — croup,  3 — debility,  1 — dysentery,  1 — dropsy  of 
the  brain,  3 — drowned,  2 — typhus  fever.  4 — typhoid  fever,  2 — scarlet  fever,  1 — lun^  fever,  7 — 
homicide,  1 — intemperance,  1 — inflammation,  1 — infantile,  3 — disease  of  the  liver,  2 — uiflammatiou 
of  the  lungs,  2 — marasmus,  5 — measles,  2 — smallpox,  1. 

Under  o  years,  28 — between  5  and  20  years,  3 — between  20  and  40  years,  21— between  40 
and  60  vears,  13— over  60  years,  6.    Americans,  29  ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  42. 

The  above  includes  17  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 
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Middlesex  ( Mass.)  North  Dist.  Medical  Society. — At  a  meeting  of  this 
Society,  held  at  Lowell,  May  21,  the  following-  gentlemen  were  elected 
officers  : — Dr.  John  C.  Dalton,  President ;  Dr.  John  C.  Bartlett,  Vice  Pre- 
sident ;  Dr.  Charles  A.  Davis,  Secretary ;  Dr.  Luther  B.  Morse,  Treas- 
urer  and  Librarian;  Drs.  E.Huntington,  N.  Cutter,  and  J.  P.  Jewett, 
Standing  Committee  ;  Drs.  E.  Huntington,  J.  C.  Bartlett,  J.  D.  Pillsbury, 
Oilman  Kimball,  J.  W.  Graves,  A.  B.^Bancroft,  N.  Allen,  and  N.  B.  Ed- 
wards, Counsellors ;  Drs.  E.  Huntington,  J.  C.  Bartlett,  D.  Wells,  A.  B. 
Bancroft,  and  N.  Allen,  CeJisors  ;  Dr.  E.  K.  Sanborn,  Curator  of  the  Ca- 
binet. 

Dr.  E.  Huntington  presented  the  following  Resolutions,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Zadoc  Howe,  M.D.,  late  of  Billerica,  the 
medical  profession  has  been  bereaved  of  one  of  its  oldest,  ablest,  and  most 
venerated  members,  and  the  community  at  large  of  a  sagacious,  wise  and 
good  man. 

Resolved,  That  the  interest  Dr.  Howe  manifested  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation and  religion,  and  the  munificent  donations  he  made  in  furtherance 
thereof,  entitle  his  memory  to  the  respect  and  affection  of  all  true  men. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions,  signed  by  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  the  Middlesex  North  Dist.  Medical  Society,  be  forwarded  to 
the  Trustees  of  the  Literary  Institution  about  to  be  established  through 
his  munificence,  and  to  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  publi- 
cation. 

Dr.  Harlin  Pillsbury  presented  the  following  Resolutions,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  we  have  learned  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  our  pro- 
fessional associate,  Abner  H.  Brow-n,  M.D.,  late  of  this  city. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Brown,  we  have  been  deprived  not 
only  of  a  highly  esteemed  associate,  and  his  family  of  a  devoted  husband 
and  father,  but  the  medical  profession  at  large  of  a  high-minded,  honora- 
ble and  skilful  practitioner,  and  our  city  of  a  fearless  advocate  of  truth, 
morality  and  religion. 

Resolved,  That  entertaining  a  lively  memory  for  his  estimable  qualities 
as  a  physician  and  as  a  man,  his  firm  integrity  and  singleness  of  purpose, 
his  kindness  of  heart  and  energetic  spirit,  we  deeply  sympathize  with  his 
afflicted  family  in  the  loss  they  have  sustained. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions,  signed  by  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  the  Middlesex  North  Dist.  Medical  Society,  be  forwarded  to 
the  family  of  our  late  brother,  and  to  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  for  publication.  John  C.  Dalton,  Pres't. 

Chaules  a.  Davis,  Sec'ry. 


Corundum  Wheels. — Mr.  Francis  Arnold,  dental  and  surgical  instru- 
ment manufacturer,  of  BaUimore,  has  recently  imported  from  England  an 
assortment  of  corundum  wheels,  varying  in  diameter  from  half  an  inch  to 
four  inches.  He  has  also  slabs,  varying  in  shape  and  thickness,  espe- 
cially designed  for  mechanical  dentistry.  To  those  who  have  never  used 
corundum  wheels,  it  may  be  necessary  to  state  that  they  cut  porcelain 
about  four  times  as  fast  as  an  emery  wheel,  and  leave  a  much  smoother 
surface.  As  they  have  been  used  in  our  laboratory  for  about  two  years, 
we  can  certify  to  their  superiority  over  any  kind  of  grinding  wheel  which 
has  come  under  our  notice. — American  Jour.  Deiital  Science. 
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ON  THE  PRINCIPLES  INVOLVED  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF  STRAN- 
GULATED HERNIA. 

BY  GEORGE    J.  ZIEGLER,  M.D. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  have  been  much  pleased  and  interested  with  the  report,  in  your 
excellent  Journal,  of  several  cases  of  strangulated  hernia  reduced  so 
speedily  and  effectually  by  the  influence  of  opium,  yet  somewhat  dis- 
appointed that  the  writers  thereof  have  not  given  a  detailed  description 
of  the  modus  operandi  of  this  and  analogous  remedies,  or,  rather,  the 
principles  upon  which  such  treatment  is  founded.  This  is  somewhat 
of  a  fault  or  inadvertency  with  writers  generally,  and  yet  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance;  for  if  the  principles  are  established  and  understood, 
we  can  then,  C(tteris  paribus,  institute  the  treatment  with  a  greater  cer- 
tainty of  producing  the  desired  result.  Cases,  however,  showing  the 
effects  of  certain  influences  and  remedies  in  different  conditions  and  un- 
der varying  circumstances,  must  be  first  obtained,  these  facts  being  ne- 
cessary to  the  deduction  of  the  principles  and  laws  for  the  successful 
prevention,  treatment  and  cure  of  disease. 

In  the  subject  under  consideration,  viz.,  the  principles  involved  in  the 
reduction  of  hernia,  and  the  practical  application  of  these  principles, 
there  are  several  points  worthy  of  special  attention.  And,  first,  the 
character  and  condition  of  the  tissues  implicated  ;  second,  the  state 
of  the  alimentary  canal  with  regard  to  its  contents  at  the  time  of  the 
strangulation  ;  third,  the  remedies  generally  recommended  and  employed, 
their  modes  of  action  and  effects  ;  fourth,  the  true  indications  for  treat- 
ment ;  and,  fifth,  the  fulfilment  of  these  indications. 

In  the  first,  the  character  of  the  tissues,  these  are  of  several  varieties, 
the  principal  of  which  are,  viz.,  the  dermoid,  cellular,  muscular,  liga- 
mentous, serous,  and  mucous. 

The  excitability,  irritability  and  contractility  of  these  different  tissues 
vary  greatly,  and  the  condition  of  them  is  greatly  modified  by  these  pro- 
perties. The  first  effect  of  a  descending  or  strangulated  hernia  is  to  ex- 
cite irritation  and  pain  in  the  tissues  affected,  which  will,  if  it  is  pro- 
longed, implicate  the  surrounding  ones,  on  the  principle  that  irritation 
will  beget  or  induce  irritation.  This  may  be  confined  to  the  region, 
or  extend  and  disturb  the  system  generally,  and  consequently  produce 
spasmodic  action,  both  of  the  voluntary  and  involuntary  muscles,  of  a 
19 
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limited  or  more  general  character.  Then  if  the  excitement  continue, 
cono;estion  will  result,  on  the  principle  of  ubi  irritaiio  ibi  affluxus  ; 
and  these  still  actively  persisting,  will  run  into  inflammation,  which  may 
extend  to  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  serous  and  other  tissues  involved, 
with  an  excitation  of  a  general  febrile  condition  of  short  duration,  usu- 
ally followed  soon  by  great  prostration,  and  ultimately  terminate  in  reso- 
lution, effiision,  and  adhesion,  or  gangrene  and  sphacelus  with  sloughing, 
and  the  production  of  an  opening,  generally  externally,  thus  relieving 
the  distension  and  constriction,  and  consequent  irritation  and  inflamma- 
tion of  the  parts,  by  a  false  anus,  or,  by  a  greater  evil,  the  destruction 
of  the  life  of  the  individual  affected. 

In  the  second,  at  the  time  of  the  protrusion  or  strangulation,  the  ali- 
mentary canal  may  be  partially  or  extensively  filled  with  nutritive  and 
excrementitious  matter,  or  be  comparatively  or  quite  empty,  but  more 
frequently,  probably,  in  the  former  condition.  This,  of  course,  will  re- 
quire attention  in  the  treatment. 

The  third  is  of  much  interest,  and  worthy  of  the  most  careful  con- 
sideration. A  studious  examination  of  the  properties,  action  and  effects 
of  the  various  remedial  agents,  and  the  relation  they  bear  to  abnormal 
conditions,  and  the  means  requisite  for  their  removal,  will  lead  to  and 
promote  a  just  discrimination  and  a  proper  understanding  of  the  true 
method  of  correcting  those  for  which  their  special  employment  is  requi- 
site, and  of  none,  probably,  more  so  than  the  formidable  one  under  dis- 
cussion. These  for  the  present  purpose  are  very  numerous,  and  may  be 
comprised  in  the  two  groups  of  general  and  local  remedies  ;  but  it  will 
be  better  to  confine  the  attention  to  those  most  important  and  generally 
employed.  These  are  bleeding,  warm  bath,  sedatives  (such  as  tobacco 
and  opium),  cathartics,  he.  ;  and  to  the  parts  externally,  fomentations 
of  various  kinds,  high  and  low  temperature  by  means  of  water  or  ice, 
and  pressure  by  the  taxis. 

Those  of  the  first,  such  as  depletion  and  tobacco,  mostly  act  only  by 
the  sedation  and  consequent  general  relaxation  which  they  produce,  and 
thus  may,  and  undoubtedly  do,  to  a  certain  extent,  promote  the  return 
of  the  protruding  part  ;  but  they,  at  the  same  time,  place  the  system 
in  an  unfavorable  condition,  even  if  effectual,  and  especially  so  if  this 
result  should  not  follow,  while  their  local  beneficial  action  is  not  com- 
pensatory for  this  evil,  except  when  reduction  follows,  and  in  that  stage 
in  which  inflammation  is  about  to,  or  has  already,  supervened,  when 
such  general  remedial  measures  will  be  indicated.  The  first  bleeding 
and  warm  bath  particularly,  as  they  moderate  arterial  and  nervous  ex- 
citement and  thus  allay  irritation  and  inflammation,  promote  relaxa- 
tion, and  increase  the  secretions,  the  former  also  acting  as  a  diverticu- 
lum, without  depriving  the  tissues  of  that  inherent  power  of  contractility, 
except  so  far  as  it  is  dependent  upon  the  loss  of  their  stimulus,  blood. 

The  action  of  tobacco,  however,  is  of  a  different  character,  and  very 
depressive,  its  influence  upon  the  nervous  system  and  vis  insita  of  the 
tissues,  and  especially  that  of  the  voluntary  and  involuntary  muscular 
fibre,  being  primary  and  direct,  and  therefore  the  arterial  power  fails 
secondarily.    This  sedation  may  be  so  great,  and  be  continued  so  long, 
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particularly  if  there  has  been  a  little  indiscretion  in  its  exhibition,  that 
there  may  not  be  vital  force  sufficient  to  keep  up  life  action,  even  after 
the  correction  of  the  deranged  condition  ;  and  if  neither  great  depres- 
sion nor  the  reduction  takes  place,  the  destruction  of  this  property  of  the 
tissues  to  any  extent,  will,  so  far,  effectually  operate  against  the  benefi- 
cial effects  otherwise  derivable  from  other  and  subsequent  treatment,  and 
tend  to  promote  the  necessity  for  that  opprobria,  the  operation.  Conse- 
quently it  would  seem  to  be  entirely  contra-indicated  as  an  internal  and 
general  remedy. 

There  are  others,  however,  affecting  the  general  system,  differing  from 
these,  in  some  respects,  in  possessing,  in  addition  to  the  sedative  or  non- 
irritant  action,  other  properties,  the  influence  of  which  appears  to  be 
more  appropriate,  and  therefore  desirable,  one  of  the  best,  and  the 
type  of  which,  is  opium.  This,  in  addition  to  allaying  the  general  and 
local  nervous,  arterial  and  muscular  excitement,  thus  promoting  the  re- 
laxation of  the  general  system  and  of  the  stiicturing  part  particularly, 
without  that  great  depression,  stimulates  the  intestinal  tissues  to  contrac- 
tion, thus  exciting  and  assisting  the  natural  effort  to  withdraw  the  in- 
carcerated portion  through  the  constricted  orifice  by  a  gentle  and  steady 
action,  superior  to  and  more  successful,  if  properly  taken  advantage  of, 
than  any  artificial  process  which  can  be  adopted.  In  other  word,  it 
seems  to  induce  relaxation  of  the  voluntary  muscles,  while  it  excites 
contraction  of  the  involuntary. 

In  the  second  group  of  remedies,  or  those  acting  more  especially 
through  the  local  influences  induced,  which  according  to  the  mode  of 
exhibition  are  divisible  into  internal  and  external,  may  be  comprised 
cathartics  per  orum  or  anum,  and  various  other  agents  generally  ad- 
ministered by  injection,  or  applied  by  lotion,  fomentation  or  otherwise, 
to  the  parts  externally.  And,  first,  the  internal  remedies.  Among  the 
first  questions  propounded  in  a  case  of  suspected  or  asserted  hernia,  is, 
has  defecation  taken  place  ;  and  if  so,  has  it  been  perfect  ?  and  if  not, 
it  supports  the  idea  of  the  existence  of  such  a  state,  and  further,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  complication  which  is  thus  indicated,  the  condi- 
tion may  prove  to  be  of  a  serious  character.  Hence  it  has  always  been 
considered,  that  by  exciting  the  peristaltic  action  of  the  intestines,  and 
thus  causing  or  forcing  a  passage  of  the  faecal  matter  through  them  to  the 
natural  outlet,  this  abnormal  state  would  be  corrected.  This  is  un- 
doubtedly true  in  many  instances  ;  for  by  the  alternate  contraction  and 
expansion  of  the  intestinal  tissues,  the  incarcerated  portion  may  be  with- 
drawn through  the  stricture.  But  if  this  should  not  prove  to  be  the 
case,  as  it  often  does,  the  presence  and  stimulus  of  substances  introduced 
into  the  upper  part  of  the  alimentary  canal  above  the  stricture,  for  such 
purposes,  by  the  irritation  which  they  produce  will  excite  an  action  to 
dislodge  them  ;  and  as  this  cannot  be  effected  by  the  usual  mode  and 
channel,  it  will  cause  the  reflex  condition  for  their  expulsion,  viz.,  the 
regurgitation  through  the  intestines  into  the  stomach,  and  thence  by 
emesis  per  orum.  J\ow  this  is  the  tendency  of  the  diseased  or  deranged 
action  under  similar  circumstances — first,  by  the  irritation,  if  sufficient, 
to  excite  catharsis  ;  and  next,  by  the  increased  disturbance,  from  this 
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abortive  attempt,  emesls ;  and,  if  the  irritation  and  stimulus  of  those 
agents  intended  to  be  remedial  are  superadded,  this  tendency  becomes 
predominant,  and  decided  activity  supervenes,  and  consequently  sterco- 
raceous  vomiting  and  intussusception,  with  all  their  dreadful  effects,  even 
to  the  sacrifice  of  the  life  of  the  unfortunate  sufferer,  are  an  almost  cer- 
tain result.  Hence  this  treatment  should  be  instituted  with  great  cau- 
tion, and,  to  my  mind,  not  at  all  primarily,  or  at  least  until  other  mea- 
sures have  failed,  or  as  an  adjuvant  to  other  treatment ;  for  it  is  well  known 
that  large  quantities  of  excrementitious  matter  may  accumulate  and  re- 
main for  some  time  in  the  intestinal  canal  without  exciting  any  great 
amount  of,  or  even  any  perceptible,  irritation. 

The  reverse  of  this,  however,  in  the  introduction  of  these  stimulating 
agents  into  the  lower  and  larger  intestines,  below  the  strangulated  part, 
may  be  of  much  greater  benefit,  thus  exciting  the  peristaltic  movements 
of  the  other  and  inferior  portion  of  the  intestines,  thereby  causing  an 
evacuation  or  sufficient  action  to  withdraw,  in  the  same  way,  the  con- 
stricted tissues.  Yet  even  here,  if  they  do  not  succeed  in  producing  the 
desired  effect,  they  may  be  of  dbubtful  efficacy,  or  even  positively  inju- 
rious by  the  additional  irritation  to  which  they  give  rise  ;  but  in  conjunc- 
tion with  other  pr-operties  and  remedies  which  will  be  mentioned  pre- 
sently, they  niay  be  admissible.  The  action  of  those  different  mechani- 
cal bodies  sometimes  introduced  per  anum,  such  as  candles,  long  bougies, 
&Z.C.,  appears  to  be  similar,  by  exciting  contractility,  and  they  have  in  some 
cases  succeeded  when  other  means  had  failed  ;  but  as  there  are  more 
certain  modes  of  effecting  this,  they  should  be  discarded,  except  when 
other  objects  could  not  be  obtained. 

The  exhibition,  per  rectum,  of  direct  sedatives,  the  most  active  of 
which  is  tobacco,  which  is  usually,  however,  introduced  by  this  channel, 
would  seem  to  be  entirely  contra-indicated  from  what  has  already  been 
said,  and  from  a  further  momentary  consideration  of  their  influence,  its 
relation  to  the  ^effects  required,  and  the  condition  to  be  corrected.  The 
action  of  this  class  of  remedies,  and  the  above-mentioned  one  will 
serve  for  the  type,  is,  as  before  stated,  to  allay  irritation  and  destroy  exci- 
tability and  contractility,  and  thus  produce  relaxation.  The  first  one 
is  very  desirable,  but  the  latter  objectionable,  particularly  in  this  place, 
because  by  the  destruction  of  this  inherent  power  of  the  intestinal  and  other 
tissues  to  contract,  it  thus  prevents  them  from  responding  to  appropriate 
stimuli,  and  consequently  of  freeing  themselves  from  their  imprisoned 
condition  ;  hence  they  must  be  absolutely  injurious,  and  necessarily  an- 
nihilate, partially  or  completely,  the  advantages  otherwise  derivable  from 
extraneous  aid,  for  it  is  principally  if  not  entirely  upon  the  induction  of  this 
movement  of  contraction  and  retraction,  by  position,  remedies,  or  the 
taxis,  or  all  combined,  that  the  operator  is  enabled  to  return  the  pro- 
truding part  at  all.  This  preservation  and  use  of  the  vis  medicatrix  is 
highly  essential,  and  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  its  application  to  the 
treatment  of  disease. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  action  of  those  remedies,  which,  in  addition  to 
this  property  of  a  sedative,  possess  that  of  astringency,  as  acetate  of 
lead,  or  others  having  the  former  in  a  high  degree,  yet  the  latter  to  a 
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lesser  extent,  or  probably  by  allaying  irritation  excites  or  permits  the 
natural  contractility  of  the  tissues  to  become  active,  would  seem  to  be 
peculiarly  applicable.  Hence  the  beneficial  effects  of  opium  and  its 
preparations  ;  and  to  obtain,  in  the  fullest  extent,  the  value  of  these 
properties,  to  render  this  effort  more  decided,  the  combination  of  this 
class  of  sedatives  and  astringents  would  be  indicated. 

In  the  external  treatment  a  great  variety  of  remedies  have  also  been 
resorted  to,  in  addition  and  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  that  all-im- 
portant one,  pressure  from  the  taxis,  a  few  of  which  will  be  noticed,  viz., 
application  of  dry  cups,  of  cold  and  warm  water,  ice,  fomentations  of  va- 
rious medicinal  substances,  he,  many  apparently  without  any  definite  idea 
of  their  efl?ects,  but  rather  with  the  vague  hope  that  they  might  prove 
efficacious.  Some  of  these,  however,  are  deserving  of  the  greatest  at- 
tention, and  by  a  correct  appreciation  of  their  properties  and  modus  ope- 
randi, may  be  made  essentially  useful  in  assisting  or  promoting  the  action 
of  the  other  remedial  measures. 

When  ice  or  cold  water,  or  a  low  temperature  from,  or  by  means  of, 
anything,  is  applied  to  a  part,  it  is  well  known  that  it  acts  as  a  sedative 
and  an  astringent,  and  therefore  allays  irritation  and  causes  contraction  ; 
whilst  warm  water,  or  a  comparatively  moderately  high  temperature,  in 
addition  to  the  first  causes  or  promotes  relaxation.  Hence  these  vary 
widely  in  their  properties,  and  require  this  necessary  discrimination  for 
their  judicious  employment.  There  are  also  many  other  agents  possess- 
ing these  properties,  some  of  which  have  been  previously  mentioned, 
but  to  a  correct  application  of  them  it  will  be  necessary  to  understand, 
and  for  this  purpose  it  will  now  be  proper  to  examine,  the 

Fourth,  or  the  true  indications  to  be  fulfilled.  These  appear  to  be — 
First,  the  prevention  or  correction  of  the  irritation  both  local  and  gene- 
ral, and  consequently  the  baneful  effects  of  the  continuance  of  such, 
which  may  be  furnished  by  the  internal  exhibition  of  full  and  frequent 
doses  of  opium  or  its  salts,  he.  Second,  the  contraction  of  the  intestinal 
and  strangulated  tissues,  and  thus  to  withdraw  them  through  the  confining 
part  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  This  may  be  induced  by  astringents,  such 
as  acetate  of  lead,  tannin,  he.  ;  the  former,  in  addition  to  its  astringency, 
exerting  a  sedative,  and  thus  promoting  its  former  action,  while  it  is,  at 
the  same  time,  assisting  the  sedative  and  astringent  influence  of  the 
opium  for  the  former  indication,  as  it  is  a  well-established  fact  that  this 
latter  produces  constipation,  which  may  not,  however,  depend  altogether 
upon  its  astringent,  but  its  stimulant  or  sedative  and  desiccative  influence 
on  the  tissues  and  secretions,  thus  modifying  the  hygrometric  condition 
of  the  mucous  and  other  membranes.  Third,  position,  which  should 
be  such  as  to  promote  the  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  and  other  muscles 
and  tissues  concerned  in  the  constriction  of  the  protruded  part.  Fourth, 
the  more  immediate  correction  of  the  irritation,  and  the  induction  of  re- 
laxation of  and  about  the  confining  tissues.  These  may  be  produced  by 
the  external  application  upon  and  around  the  tumor,  of  warm  water, 
warm  infusions  of  belladonna,  stramonium,  he,  or,  probably,  better  still, 
by  solutions  of  their  active  principles  atropia,  daturia,  he.  ;  or,  where 
none  of  these  are  convenient,  the  leaves  of  these  plants,  or  those  hav- 
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ing  analogous  properties,  as  tobacco,  &c.  ;  but  this  latter  is  so  readily- 
absorbed,  and  so  powerfully  and  directly  sedative,  that  if  used  indis- 
criminately even  here,  it  may  interfere  with  the  successful  action  of  the 
internal  remedies.  Fifth,  the  taxis,  the  pressure  from  which  should  be 
very  gentle,  yet  steady  and  prolonged.  Sixth,  after  the  reduction,  the 
evacuation  of  the  alimentary  canal.  This,  however,  is  sometimes  spon- 
taneous ;  but  if  not,  it  can  generally  be  effected  with  little  difficulty,  by- 
injection,  or  otherwise,  of  mild  and  soothing  cathartics,  such  as  castor 
oil,  he.  These  are  preferable,  because  the  tendency  is  still,  if  it  is  not 
already  active,  to  inflammation,  and  therefore  should  be  carefully  guard- 
ed against,  even  to  the  exclusion  of  catharsis  for  a  time  if  the  tendency 
or  action  should  be  very  strong,  although  in  this  stage,  from  the  modified 
condition  of  the  intestinal  membranes,  inflammation  may  arise  and  de- 
pend upon  the  faecal  accumulations.  Hence  it  requires  judicious  dis- 
crimination. Seventh,  the  prevention  and  cure  of  inflammation  and  its 
consequences  by  the  usual  antiphlogistic  treatment,  according  to  the 
stage  and  activity  of  the  disease^,  and  the  characteristic  tendencies  of  the 
patient's  system. 

In  the  fifth,  the  fulfilment  of  these  indications,  therefore,  it  would  be 
first  necessary  to  place  the  patient  in  such  a  position  as  to  relieve  the 
distension,  and  relax  as  much  as  possible  the  abdominal  and  other  mus- 
cles and  the  tissues  implicated,  then  to  administer,  per  anum,  anodynes 
and  astringents,  such  as  opium  or  its  salts,  as  sulphate  or  muriate  of  mor- 
phia, he,  acetate  of  lead,  or  tannin.  In  the  event,  however,  of  the 
bowels  being  much  loaded  with  effete  matter,  large  doses  of  the  astrin- 
gents might  be  objectionable  ;  at  the  same  time,  enemata  of  any  mild 
cathartic  might  be  employed,  and  particularly  those  possessing  an  after- 
astringent  action,  as  rhubarb,  cold  water,  &:c.,  to  empty  the  lower  bowels, 
followed  immediately  by  the  anodynes  and  astringents  ;  or,  in  urgent 
cases,  it  might  be  proper  and  necessary  to  resort  directly  to  the  latter,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  former,  till  subsequent  to  the  reduction. 

Externally,  however,  as  before  indicated,  instead  of  an  action  of  con- 
traction to  reduce  the  protrusion,  it  requires  dilatation  or  relaxation  to 
relieve  the  imprisoned  tissues  ;  and  to  produce  this  it  will  be  necessary 
to  call  in  the  aid  of  that  class  of  remedies  which,  in  addition  to  the 
sedative  influence,  possess  the  power  of  relaxing  or  dilating.  Fortu- 
nately, these  are  readily  obtainable  ;  the  best  of  which  is  warm  water, 
warm  infusions  of  belladonna,  stramonium,  or  their  active  principles 
atropia,  daturia,  or  the  leaves  of  these  and  analogous  plants,  those  of 
stramonium  and  tobacco  being  very  abundant  in  this  country,  and  there- 
fore easily  procured.  These,  with,  if  necessary,  the  taxis,  would  no 
doubt  prove  effectual  in  the  majority  of  cases,  in  the  earlier  stages  par- 
ticularly. Frequently,  of  course,  after  the  inflammation  has  advanced 
to  any  considerable  extent,  and  effusion  and  adhesion  taken  place,  this 
treatment  would  necessarily  prove  nugatory,  yet  would  assist  materially 
in  the  prevention  and  moderation  of  such  conditions,  and  thus  promote 
the  subsequent  treatment  which  it  maybe  necessary  to  adopt,  but  which 
it  is  not  the  design  of  this  paper  to  discuss. 

It  will  be  proper  to  state,  in  closing,  that  these  views  are  not  of  mo- 
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mentary  origin^  but  the  result  of  considerable  reflection,  and  announced 
some  time  since  in  a  published  essay,  entitled  "  Zoo-adynamia,"  in 
which,  under  the  head  of  local  inanition,  when  speaking  of  local  nar- 
cotism and  its  various  applications,  I  glanced  at  the  present  subject  in 
the  following  words — "  The  adynamia  resulting  from  narcotism  will 
generally  disappear  if  the  exciting  cause  is  removed,  but  is  applicable  to 
a  great  variety  of  useful  purposes,  both  in  surgery  and  medicine ;  thus, 
for  instance,  to  the  relaxation  of  the  sphincters,  &ic.  ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose the  class  most  appropriate  is  that  of  which  belladonna  is  the  type, 
and  may  be  used  for  the  dilatation  of  the  iris,  of  the  air-cells  of  the 
lungs,  of  the  intestinal  fibres  and  rectal  sphincters,  of  the  os  uteri,  of  the 
perineum  in  labor  when  the  child's  head  presses  too  hard  upon  it,  thus 
permitting  its  easier  passage,  and  removing  the  greater  tendency  to  the 
rupture  of  that  part,  of  the  abdominal  ring  in  the  reduction  of  hernia, 
&c.  From  the  rapidity  and  certainty  of  its  action,  atropia  would  be 
most  appropriate  in  the  majority  of  these  cases. 

The  application  of  atropia,  &c.,  externally,  in  hernia,  to  allay  the 
irritation  and  relax  the  constricting  tissues,  and  the  exhibition  by  the 
mouth,  and  by  injection  per  rectum,  of  astringents  and  stimulants,  as 
tannin,  acetate  of  lead,  opium,  SiC,  to  contract  the  intestinal  tissues,  and 
thus  withdraw  the  incarcerated  intestine  through  the  stricture,  assisted 
by  position,  and,  if  necessary,  the  taxis,  would  most  probably  afford  a 
safe  and  effectual  mode  of  reducing  hernia,  without,  in  many  cases,  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  other  means,  or  an  operation." 

In  the  present  article,  however,  it  will  be  observed  that  I  have  endea- 
vored to  sketch  out  these  principles  more  in  detail,  yet  necessarily  su- 
perficially, but,  nevertheless,  I  hope  sufficiently  full  to  prove  satisfactory. 

This  treatment  of  anodynes  and  astringents  is  also  applicable  to  in- 
tussusception, which  is  but  a  hernia  in  another  position,  in  which  the  intes- 
tine itself  is  more  exclusively  concerned  ;  and  in  some  cases  of  this,  as 
well  as  the  other  varieties,  accompanied  with  atony,  which  would  be  in- 
dicated, to  a  certain  extent,  by  the  absence  of  the  usual  signs  of  activity 
of  the  intestinal  canal,  detected  upon  auscultation  of  the  abdomen,  strych- 
nia or  electricity,  in  connection,  would  no  doubt  still  further- assist  in  in- 
ducing the  contraction,  and  the  withdrawal  and  consequent  liberation 
of  the  incarcerated  and  imprisoned  tissues. 

This  treatment,  therefore,  may  be  summed  up  and  tabulated  in  the 
following  manner  : — 

GENERAL  AND  LOCAL. 

A.  General.    Indication,  sedation  ;  remedies,  the  best  of  which  is  opium 

or  its  salts,  exhibited  per  orum  and  anum ;  adjuvants,  position,  warm 
bath,  bleeding,  &:c. 

B.  Local,  internal  and  external. 

a,  internal  ;  indications,  sedation  and  astringency ;  remedies,  opium, 
acetate  of  lead,  tannin,  &lc.,  per  orum  and  anum,  and  in  addition, 
in  some  cases,  by  the  latter,  cathartics,  as  rhubarb,  cold  wa- 
ter, &LC. 

h,  external  ;  indications,  sedation  and  relaxation  ;  remedies,  bella- 
donna, stramonium,  tobacco,  warm  water,  position  and  the  taxis. 
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In  conclusion,  I  submit  with  diffidence,  for  the  consi,deration  of  the 
profession,  these  views  upon  a  subject  which  has  been  so  ably  expound- 
ed and  treated  by  the  most  learned  and  skilful  surgeons,  yet  with  the 
firmest  conviction  of  their  truth,  and  also  with  the  hope  that  they  may 
excite  further  reflection  and  discussion  among  those  better  qualified  to 
do  justice  to  a  subject  of  so  much  importance.  I  am  more  encouraged 
to  do  so,  from  the  belief  that  if  these  views  are  not  correct,  and  do  not, 
therefore,  prove  directly  beneficial,  they  may  possibly  induce  that  train 
of  thought  and  practice  which  may  originate  and  bring  forth  the  true 
principles,  and  thus  indirectly  be  serviceable. 

Philadelphia,  May  28th,  1851. 


IMPERFORATE  ANUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  case  of  imperforate  anus  artresia  ani ")  occurred 
in  my  practice  during  the  past  week  ;  and  as  a  congenital  deformity  of 
this  character  is  rather  infrequent,  I  thought  a  report  of  it  might  not  be 
without  interest  to  many  of  your  readers. 

I  was  called  on  the  I6lh  inst.  to  see  an  infant  son  of  J.  L.  F.,  which 
was  three  days  old.  Upon  examination,  I  discovered  the  nates  to  be 
perfectly  adherent ;  and,  instead  of  the  natural  fissure  between  them, 
there  appeared  to  be  only  a  slight  ridge,  which  was  continuous  with  the 
raphe  of  the  scrotum.  There  was  not  the  slightest  trace  of  the  anus 
to  be  discovered  ;  but  by  placing  the  finger  upon  its  region,  and  making 
firm  pressure  while  the  child  struggled  or  cried,  the  bowel  could  be  felt 
to  press  upon  the  finger.  The  child  appeared  otherwise  to  be  perfect, 
and  I  learned  from  the  nurse  that  it  had  been  lively  up  to  the  evening 
before,  when  it  began  to  be  so  drowsy  that  it  was  with  much  difficulty 
it  could  be  aroused,  even  sufficient  to  open  its  eyes.  At  the  time 
of  my  visit,  the  stupor  was  still  more  profound,  with  a  purplish  and 
mottled  state  of  the  skin  ;  eyes  sunken  and  countenance  pinched  ;  de- 
noting that  the  vital  powers  of  the  system  were  giving  way,  probably 
fi'om  the  irritation  arising  from  the  retained  secretions  in  the  bowels.  I 
gave  it  as  my  opinion  to  the  parents,  that,  on  account  of  its  weakness, 
it  was  quite  probable  that  an  operation  would  not  prevent  a  fatal  ter- 
mination ;  but,  of  course,  its  only  chance  for  life  was  in  operating. 
They  decided  for  me  to  operate.  Accordingly,  with  the  assistance  of 
my  brother.  Dr.  John  Mitchell,  I  proceeded  as  follows.  The  child  was 
placed  upon  the  knees  of  an  assistant,  with  its  face  downward,  and  the 
nates  exposed.  I  then  made  an  incision,  with  a  small  scalpel,  seven 
or  eight  lines  in  length,  commencing  a  little  anterior  to  the  os  coccyx,  cut- 
ting through  the  skin  and  a  firm  ligamentous  growth  immediately  be- 
neath. I  now  used  a  long  narrow  straight  bistoury,  which  I  carried  up 
in  the  direction  of  the  curve  of  the  sacrum  about  one  and  a  half  inch, 
when  it  entered  the  bowel,  which  was  followed  by  a  copious  discharge 
of  gas  and  meconium.  There  was  not  more  than  one  or  two  teaspoon- 
fuls  of  blood  lost  during  the  operation,  and  yet,  at  its  termination,  I  found 
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my  Fiule  patient  was  sinking  rapidly  from  the  shock  upon  the  nervous 
system.  Various  remedies  and  expedients  were  resorted  to,  to  arouse 
him,  but  without  success.  His  gasps  for  breath  continued  to  grow  less 
and  less  frequent,  until  he  ceased  to  breathe  ;  but,  as  his  heart  still  con- 
tinued to  beat  feebly,  my  brother  commenced  the  use  of  artificial  respi- 
ration. I  could  feel  his  heart  beat  stronger  and  faster  every  time  his 
lungs  were  inflated  ;  and,  after  using  it  for  five  or  ten  minutes,  we  had 
the  satisfaction  of  ao;ain  seeing  the  little  fellow  catch  for  breath,  which 
he  continued  to  do  more  and  more  frequently  until  natural  respiration 
was  established.  I  mention  this  as  an  example  of  the  efficacy  of  arti- 
ficial respiration,  when  properly  applied.  The  child,  undoubtedly,  was 
in  a  state  of  syncope,  so  profound  that  all  the  usual  remedies  had  failed 
to  arouse  him.  A  moderate  dose  of  castor  oil  was  now  ordered  to  be 
given,  to  sweep  out  the  bowels,  and  a  few  drops  of  brandy  to  be  taken 
at  short  intervals  in  a  little  sweetened  milk  and  water,  until  he  should 
rally  ;  and  a  tent,  smeared  with  simple  cerate,  to  be  constantly  kept  in 
the  artificial  orifice  to  prevent  its  union. 

Saturday,  I7th.— Less  stupor.  Bowels  have  moved  several  times  since 
iast  evening,  but  he  still  remains  quite  feeble. 

Sunday,  18th. — Sank  and  died  from  inanition, 

1  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  had  the  operation  been  performed 
earlier,  before  the  vital  powers  began  to  give  way,  it  would  have  been 
successful.  S.  Mitchell,  M.D. 

CaTmron  Mills,  Steuben  Co.,  N.  F,,  May  21,  J  851. 


SUIT  FOR  MAL-PRACTICE  iN  VERMONT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir,— The  suit  for  mal-practice  of  Johnson  vs.  Drs.  Poole  and  Carpen- 
ter, of  Bradford,  Vermont,  twice  noticed  in  former  numbers  of  your 
Journal,*  has  been  finally  determined.  The  last  hearing  was  before  re- 
ferees under  a  rule  of  court,  and  terminated  in  a  decision  favorable  to 
the  defendants.  The  hearing  was  tedious  and  protracted,  having  lasted 
eight  days,  during  which  an  enormous  amount  of  testimony,  professional 
and  domestic,  was  adduced.  The  principal  witnesses  upon  both  sides 
were  the  same  as  noted  in  former  communications  to  your  Journal,  re- 
garding this  suit.  The  def 'ts,  however,  in  addition  to  their  former  testi- 
mony, introduced  the  tables  of  Dr.  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  of  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  showing  the  average  results  in  cases  of  fractures  of  all  kinds  ; 
and  also  put  upon  the  stand  Dr.  Gilman  Kimball,  of  the  Lowell  Hos- 
pital, whose  experience  and  intelligence  rendered  his  testimony  peculiarly 
valuable.  Thus  these  worthy  and  useful  physicians,  who  have  for  years 
had  the  confidence  of  the  community  in  which  they  live,  after  a  three 
years'  cruel  persecution  in  the  law,  and  great  suffering,  mentally  and 
pecuniarily,  have  finally  obtained  their  discharge.  Their  manly  stand 
against  these  speculating  suits,  is  highly  honorable  to  them,  and  duly 


*See  Vol.  XLI.,  pages  216  and  600. 
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appreciated  by  their  professional  brethren  in  this  section  of  the  country. 
By  a  tithe  of  tlieir  expenses,  they  might  in  the  first  instance  have  bought 
their  peace  ;  but  they  were  too  indignant  at  the  baseness  of  the  attempt 
to  thus  extort  money  from  them,  to  think  a  moment  of  a  compromise 
of  the  kind. 

I  have  just  heard  that  Dr.  Dixi  Crosby,  Professor  of  Surgery  at  the 
Dartmouth  Medical  College,  has  been  sued  for  mal-practice  in  Windsor 
County  (Vt.)  Court.  While  these  suits  prevail  or  continue  to  be 
brought,  it  is  certainly  desirable  tliat  those  unjustly  attacked  should, 
as  in  this  instance,  be  gentlemen  of  affluence  and  high  standing.  Such 
suits  are  exceedingly  oppressive  and  cruel  to  humble  physicians,  of  limit- 
ed means.  The  public  mind  must  be  combated  into  a  proper  under- 
standing of  what  constitutes  a  physician's  legal  responsibility.  After  a 
few  contests,  such  suits  will  cease.  No  physician  who  has  the  means 
will  infamously  submit  to  be  plundered  by  "  buying  his  peace."  And  a 
gentleman  of  Dr.  Crosby's  wealth,  and  well-earned  celebrity,  will  not 
shrink  from  doing  his  part  to  combat  and  check  this  unnatural  crusade 
against  one  of  the  most  useful'  of  professions,  of  which  he  is  so  distin- 
guished a  member.  R.  jVl.  K.  O. 

Bradford,  Vt.,  June  2,  1851. 


A  NOTE  ABOUT  THE  ANNIVERSARY  AT  WORCESTER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

SiRj — Wednesday,  May  28,  was  a  beautiful  day.  It  is  remembered  as 
the  anniversary  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society.  A  number  of 
Fellows  left  Boston  for  Worcester  in  the  early  train,  and  in  the  free- 
dom of  the  wide  country,  the  freshness  of  the  morning  air,  and  the  un- 
obstructed, brilliant  light  of  the  sun  which  the  cit  never  sees  or  feels,  we 
went  along  on  express  speed,  to  be  soon,  too  soon,  at  our  journey's  end. 

Worcester  is  a  fine  place.  A  few  years  ago  we  remember  it  as  num- 
bering eight  or  nine  thousand  people.  Now  it  is  towards  twenty  thou- 
sand, at  least  between  sixteen  and  seventeen.  Then  how  altered  it  is  in 
its  whole  expression.  Fine  blocks  of  brick  and  granite  buildings,  wide 
streets,  with  shade  trees  of  various  kinds  and  in  the  richest  green  of  ma- 
turity and  health.  We  walked  about  and  were  delighted  to  be  out  of 
reach  of  door  bells  summoning  us  to  stern  duty,  however  cheerfully 
performed.  We  were  glad  to  be  where  we  could  still  see  distinctly  the 
foot-prints  of  nature,  in  the  midst  and  pressure  of  the  movements  of  man. 

In  due  time  we  went  to  the  hall  where  the  Society  was  to  hold  its 
annual  meeting.  The  delegates  were  in  good  numbers  and  sufficient 
strength,  between  three  and  four  hundred,  and  assembled  from  all  parts 
of  the  Commonwealth.  It  was  pleasant  to  see  old  Berkshire's  hills  and 
valleys  so  well  represented,  and  to  meet  friends  whom  we  have  so  often 
sat  by  and  worked  with  in  the  meetings  in  Boston.  The  meeting  was 
opened,  the  records  were  read,  and  the  usual  amount  of  time  given  to 
the  past,  when  a  subject  came  up  in  a  report,  which,  though  it  was  le- 
gitimate business,  was,  at  least  by  the  writer,  regretted.    Annual  meet- 
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ings  are  indeed  for  business.  But  they  are  for  something  else.  They 
are  for  the  reciprocation  of  kind  feelings.  We  meet  to  see  each  other 
— to  learn  how  it  has  been  with  us — to  hear  of  professional  items  which 
have  been  new,  or  of  great  interest — to  help  each  other  by  such  light  as 
may  be  imparted — in  short,  we  meet  to  see  each  other — to  welcome  the 
old,  and  to  become  acquainted  with  the  new. 

Such,  at  least,  seem  objects,  and  paramount  ones,  of  such  meetings. 
The  last  one,  the  Worcester  one,  was  devoted  to  business  of  a  very  disa- 
greeable nature — wdiich  filled  the  most  of  the  time — treading  upon  the 
dinner  hour,  and,  worse  than  all,  it  was  left  unfinished.  By  a  happy 
suggestion  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  October  in  Boston,  where  it  is 
most  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  all  matters  which  by  any  chance  can 
disturb  the  harmony  of  the  next  meeting,  or  diminish  its  pleasures,  may 
be  entirely  disposed  of,  and  we  can  feel  that  in  going  to  Pittsfield,  which 
is  the  next  place  of  meeting,  we  shall  have  indeed  a  holiday. 

The  dinner — This  was  excellent,  most  excellent.  We  confess  to 
some  knowledge  in  such  matters,  so  important  on  these  occasions,  and 
we  declare  that  we  have  not  in  memory  a  public  dinner  so  excellent  in 
itself,  and  so  admirably  served,  as  we  sat  down  to,  or  rather  luxuriously 
addressed  ourselves  to,  at  Flagg's  Hall,  Worcester.  The  Merrimac  had 
sent  to  us  its  most  delicious  salmon  ;  the  brook  trout  were  in  their  kind 
perfect ;  and  the  peas  from  the  sunny  South  lost  none  of  their  sweet- 
ness in  their  transit,  and  were  in  an  abundance  beyond  praise.  We 
speak  of  that  which  we  know.  But  on  every  table,  on  all  sides,  were 
dishes  of  every  variety,  and  cooked  and  served  admirably,  and  each  and 
all  of  them  increasing  our  obligations  to  committee,  to  market,  and  to 
cook. 

Do  you  say,  dear  Editor,  that  these  are  matters  hardly  to  be  discussed 
in  a  notice  of  the  anniversary  meeting  of  one  of  the  most  venerable  and 
honored  societies  amongst  us  ?  I  do  not  agree  with  you.  I  was  at  the 
dinner.  I  was  at  its  most  successful  discussion,  and  if  I  did  not  enjoy 
it  a  thousand  times  more  than  the  morning  discussions  in  the  other  hall, 
I  am  no  true  man  ! 

I  mean  to  go  to  Pittsfield  next  spring,  if  so  old  a  gentleman  as  your 
correspondent  has  a  right  to  mean  to  do  anything  so  long  ahead,  and 
there  shake  friend  Childs  by  the  hand  in  his  own  ilk — wander  about 
among  the  hills  and  fields — breathe  the  mountain  air,  eat  my  dinner  with 
all  the  pleasure  (which  to  my  mind  is  the  best  thanksgiving)  within 
the  compass  of  a  good  appetite  and  a  natural  disposition  to  be  pleased, 
and  finally  come  home  again,  and  tell  you  how  we  have  fared. 

June  2,  1851.  Ever  yours,  * 


MEDICAL  SCIENCE  AND  MEDICAL  PRACTICE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Few  if  any  of  the  sciences  are  established  upon  a  firmer  basis  than  that 
of  medicine.    Its  principles  have  their  foundation  in  nature's  laws,  and 
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are  consequently  immutable.    The  same  elementary  and  fundamental 
truths  which  were  discovered  and  proclaimed  two  thousand  years  ago, 
have  lost  none  of  their  value,  but  on  the  contrary  have  ever  since  been 
corroborated  daily.    Like  the  precepts  of  the  gospel,  they  have  with- 
stood the  assaults  of  opposing  forces  for  ages,  but  are  as  true  to-day  as 
ever  they  w^ere.    Not  so  with  opinions  ;  they  are  ever  changing — taking 
their  character  from  the  evidence  on  which  they  rest.    Thus  have  theo- 
ries had  their  origin,  rise  and  fall.    Thus  have  systems  been  reared, 
cherished,  and  finally  abandoned  to  make  room  for  more  favored  rivals, 
which  in  their  turn  are  to  share  the  same  fate.    As  in  theology,  so  in 
medicine,  among  a  multitude  of  errors  there  may  be  found  many  glo- 
rious truths  !    While  the  one  has  ever  been  receiving  the  united  oppo- 
sition of  a  thousand  and  one  isms,  the  other  has  been  constantly  opposed 
by  as  many  pathies.    Undoubtedly  every  system  of  medical  practice 
contains  some  truth,  while  all  contain  more  or  less  error.    But  medical 
science  lays  claim  to  all  the  truth  in  every  system.    Who  does  not  know 
that  the  theory  of  Thomson,  "  that  heat  is  life  and  cold  is  death,^^  is, 
in  certain  cases,  literally  true  ?    Who  will  deny  that  there  is  some  truth 
in  that  cliief  of  medical  delusions,  homoeopathy — that  "  similia  similibus 
curantur  "  is  ever  true  ? — that  infinitesimal  doses  are  sometimes  best  ? — 
that  diet  and  regimen  are  all-important  in  the  treatment  of  disease  ? 
Who  will  deny  that  the  same,  with  a  rational  use  of  water  both  externally 
and  internally,  is  often  of  the  greatest  service,  as  in  hydropathy  ?  If 
there  was  no  truth  in  these  systems  of  practice,  they  could  not  exist  at 
all.    It  is  the  little  truth  they  contain  which  enables  them  to  eke  out 
their  ephemeral  existence  as  long  as  they  do.    But  here  an  important 
question  arises.    If  regular  physicians  lay  claim  to  all  the  truth  in  the 
science,  why  is  quackery  so  much  patronized  as  it  is  ?    This  leads  me  to 
speak  of  medical  practice,  more  particularly  in  our  own  ranks.    The  fa- 
cilities for  entering  our  profession  are  so  great,  that  hundreds  are  in- 
duced into  it  who  have  neither  mental,  moral  or  physical  ability  to  prac- 
tise the  profession  with  any  success.    The  country  is  filled  with  doctors 
— yes,  M.D.s — graduates  of  our  best  colleges,  many  of  whom  can 
never  practise  with  credit  to  themselves  or  with  safety  to  their  patients. 
It  is  done  in  this  way  : — Physicians  are  anxious  to  have  students  in  their 
offices,  as  well  for  the  honor  of  the  thing  as  for  the  service  they  receive 
from  them.    The  colleges  are  anxious  to  swell  the  number  of  their  re- 
spective  classes,  in  order  that  their  salaries  may  swell  in  proportion. 
They  graduate  as  many  as  they  can,  that  their  next  catalogue  may  ap- 
pear well,  feeling  under  some  obligations,  no  doubt,  to  such  as  have 
paid  for  one  or  two  courses  of  lectures,  remembering,  at  the  same  time, 
that  diplomas  nett  them  from  fifteen  to  thirty  dollars  each.    These  are 
some  of  the  reasons  why  the  profession  is  so  full,  and  why  so  many  are 
unqualified  to  become  guardians  of  the  public  health.    The  result  is, 
that  there  are  more  quacks  with  diplomas  than  there  are  without  them. 
Medical  science  is  charged  with  all  their  errors,  and  she  is  thus  brought 
into  disrepute.    I  have  seen  many  a  case  of  simple  fever,  which  if  left 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  nature  would  have  terminated  in  health  in  from 
twelve  to  twenty  days,  protracted  to  as  many  weeks  by  the  injudicious 


Editorial  Correspondence. 


381 


use  of  powerful  medicines  administered  by  those  who  possess  the  highest 
authority  to  practise  attainable  in  our  schools.  When  such  cases  fall 
into  the  hands  of  homcEopathy,  and  they  forthwith  recover  by  the  cu- 
rative forces  of  nature,  medical  science  has  to  suffer,  while  a  medical  de- 
lusion bears  off  the  palm.  Who  wonders  that  men,  after  having  been 
drugged  nearly  to  death,  barely  escaping  with  a  broken  constitution, 
should  fly  to  the  opposite  extreme  and  become  advocates  of  homoeopa- 
thy ?  As  much  as  I  admire  and  value  a  rational  and  judicious  practice, 
I  had  rather  be  left  in  nature's  care,  and  take  powders  of  sugar  until 
she  restores  me  to  health,  than  to  lay  on  my  back  and  swallow  nau- 
seous drugs  every  hour,  day  and  night,  for  months  together.  Of  two 
evils  I  would  choose  the  least.  Both  are  aside  from  the  truth,  but  the 
former  is  by  far  the  safest  error.  There  are,  it  is  true,  many  high- 
minded  and  intelligent  physicians  among  us,  who  are  alike  an  honor  to 
the  profession  and  a  blessing  to  the  race ;  and  I  would  fain  have  reason 
to  believe  that  there  is  no  reverse  side  of  the  picture.  It  is  of  no  use 
to  war  against  quackery,  while  so  much  of  it  is  found  among  ourselves  ; 
and  who  does  not  see  that  ignorance  in  our  profession  is  far  more  to  be 
dreaded  than  in  homoeopathy  ?  Our  medicines  are  "  edged  tools," 
which,  if  used  by  skilful  hands,  are  capable  of  doing  much  good,  while 
in  ignorant  hands  they  must,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  produce  disastrous 
results.  Homoeopathy  is  a  nullity  ;  and  consequently  is  practised  with  as 
much  safety  by  the  ignorant  as  by  the  learned.  Nature  performs  her 
task  equally  well  whether  sugar  of  milk  is  given  by  the  one,  or  the  other  ; 
and  much  better  then  when  interfered  with  by  injudicious  medication. 

Well,  what  is  the  remedy  ?  We  sometimes  say,  "  a  disease  is  half 
cured  when  we  know  what  it  is."  If  so,  how  important  it  is  in  this 
case  that  our  diagnosis  be  correct.  Mine  is  more  than  hinted  at  in  the 
foregoing  desultory  remarks.  If  I  am  correct,  the  remedy  is  a  plain 
one,  though  perhaps  not  of  so  easy  an  application  as  might  be  desired 
in  this  our  free  nation.  H.  N.  M. 

Centreville,  R.  L,  June  3,  1851. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    JUNE    11,  1851. 


EDTTORlyVL  CORRESPONDEISCE. 

Greece. — Leaving  at  this  point  all  further  observations  on  Constantino- 
ple, its  peculiar  instituiions,  and  the  illustrations  which  might  be  produced 
of  Turkish  character,  together  with  such  facts  as  have  been  collected  in 
other  parts  of  the  empire,  I  must  commence  a  new  series  of  notes  by  say- 
ing that  I  am  now  in  Greece — in  At/wns,  too — surrounded  on  all  sides 
by  those  master-pieces  of  architecture  which  have  been,  in  their  ruin, 
the  admiration  of  past  ages,  and  the  astonishment  of  all  who  in  modern 
times  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  gazing  upon  them.  While  on  the  voy- 
age from  Smyrna,  the  port  of  departure,  to  Pirseus,  every  island,  headland, 
strait  and  mountain  elevation,  brought  with  it  some  historical  association. 
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that  kept  up  an  uninterrupted  interest  and  excitement.  Thus,  Lemnos,an 
island  where  the  Greeks  concealed  themselves  when  they  pretended  to 
have  fled  from  the  siege  of  Troy;  Mytilene,  the  seventh  in  importance  in 
the  JEge-dn  Sea,  and  the  birth-place  of  Theophrastus,  who  continued  the 
school  of  Aristotle — of  Pittacus,  a  sage — Alcseus,  a  poet — Phrynis,  one  of 
the  great  Grecian  musicians,  and  Sappho,  the  only  celebrated  poetess  of 
Greece  ;  Scio,  where  Ion,  a  tragic  poet — Theopompus,  the  historian,  and 
Metrodorus,  the  philosopher  and  physician,  were  born — known  particularly 
for  its  sad  misfortunes  in  the  last  revolution,  when  the  unmerciful  Turks 
hung  thirty-five  merchants  who  were  hostages,  murdered  all  the  males, 
sold  the  females  for  slaves,  and  utterly  desolated  the  island  with  fire  and 
sword  ;  Samos,  the  reputed  birth-place  of  Juno  and  Pythagoras,  where  He- 
rodotus concealed  himself  when  persecuted,  and  where  he  wrote  a  part  of 
the  historical  works  now  in  our  libraries.  By  and  by  we  came  in  view  of 
Salamis,  and  saw  the  very  basin  in  which  the  greatest  naval  battle  of  an- 
tiquity was  fought,  between  the  Greeks  and  Persians.  The  Greeks  had 
but  380  vessels,  while  the  Persians  had  2000.  The  hill  where  Xerxes  sat 
to  contemplate  the  carnage  he  intended  to  make,  and  from  whence  he  es- 
caped in  disgrace,  after  witnessing  the  triumph  of  Themistocles,  the  de- 
fender of  his  country,  is  near  the  shore.  Even  the  tomb  of  Themistocles 
is  within  a  few  rods  of  the  entrance  into  the  harbor  of  the  Piraeus.  The 
platforms  where  stood  two  colossal  lions,  and  whence  a  chain  was  anciently 
drawn  across,  to  lock  in  or  lock  out  the  shipping,  together  with  the  founda- 
tions of  the  city  walls,  are  plainly  to  be  seen.  A  vast  population  is  indi- 
cated by  the  foundations  of  houses,  excavations,  and  remnant  walls.  From 
the  quarantine,  where  I  was  imprisoned  on  landing,  the  Acropolis,  with 
the  Parthenon,  erected  during  the  administration  of  Pericles,  rises  in  full 
grandeur  in  the  distance.  Greece  is  all  glorious  in  the  past,  and  what  she 
now  is  I  shall  endeavor  to  relate.  As  every  where  else  on  the  shores  of 
the  Mediterranean  where  there  are  any  obstructions  to  commerce  and  the 
free  intercourse  of  nations,  an  Italian  physican  is  in  charge  of  the  quaran- 
tine. He  never  was  seen  at  all  durinnf  my  incarceration,  till  the  morning 
on  which  pratique  was  given,  when  two  shillings  were  demanded  as  his  fee  !* 
Till  these  medical  intermeddlers  with  commercial  affairs  are  driven  out  of 
the  stations  they  so  undeservedly  occupy,  I  despair  of  any  amelioration  in 
the  outrageous  quarantine  impositions  of  the  East.  Accompanied  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Buel,  a  Baptist  missionary  from  America,  whose  politeness  is 
gratefully  acknowledged,  we  examined  a  large  tract  of  land  about  the  large 
harbor,  once  thickly  covered  with  dwellings.  The  cellars,  foundation 
walls,  and  wells,  are  distinctly  seen.  The  heavy  wall,  too,  near  the  wnter, 
which  stretches  from  Athens,  five  miles  distant,  is  readily  traced.  On  an 
elevation,  near  where  there  was  anciently  an  immense  fortification,  is  an 
altar  cut  in  the  solid  rock,  which,  as  one  tradition  says,  was  dedicated  to 
the  unknown  gods.  Within  the  past  year,  quite  a  discovery  has  been 
made  in  regard  to  the  method  of  supplying  the  population  there,  in  the 
olden  time,  with  water.  The  whole  region — that  is,  the  section  formerly 
occupied  by  inhabitants — is  threaded  in  all  directions  below  the  surface 
with  an  aqueduct  on  a  novel  plan.  Trenches  are  cut  into  the  hard  rock  to 
the  depth  of  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  according  to  the  condition  of  the 
surface,  which  ramify  beyond  the  present  ability  of  the  Demark  of  the 
town  to  trace.  In  the  bottom  the  water  flowed  on  the  same  level  in  every 
direction.  It  was  covered  about  a  foot  from  the  bottom,  and  then  a  space 
left  above  for  a  man  to  walk  every  way,  under-ground,  to  inspect  and  re- 
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pair  the  work.  Wherever  there  was  a  house,  a  deep  well  was  sunk,  into 
which  a  branch  led  off.  The  aqueduct,  therefore,  kept  each  man's  well 
full.  The  water  is  supposed  to  have  been  brought  from  the  mountains, 
many  miles  distant,  and  the  authorities  are  hopincf  to  trace  the  aqueduct, 
now  in  almost  perfect  condition,  to  its  source.  The  wells  are  extraordi- 
nary cutting's — resembling  augur  holes,  they  are  so  admirably  cut  down 
into  the  rock.  Streets  are  now  being  laid  out  over  this  old  forsaken,  depo- 
pulated spot,  where  there  were  streets,  perhaps,  two  thousand  years  ago. 
The  large  harbor,  in  front,  is  a  very  beautiful  and  secure  place  for  ship- 
ping, and  in  the  days  of  Grecian  glory  must  have  been  magnificently  or- 
namented. The  road  for  five  miles,  to  the  city  of  Athens,  is  a  fine,  broad, 
M'Adamized  one,  bordered  by  trees,  and  the  fields  are  covered  most  of  the 
way  with  grape  vines,  cut  near  the  gro*und,  leaving  a  short  slump,  out  of 
which  the  bearing  shoots  are  to  spring  for  the  season.  A  fence  is  rarely 
seen  on  the  farming  lands: — mud  walls,  made  of  cakes  sun-dried,  four 
feet  square  by  one  in  thickness,  like  those  around  gardens  at  Damascus, 
are  not  uncommon.  Of  the  ancient  architectural  remains  of  Athens,  there 
is  plenty  of  room  for  the  exercise  of  the  imagination,  as  they  are  badly 
preserved,  and  give  but  a  faint  indication  of  the  original  appearance  of  the 
edifices  to  which  they  belonofed.  At  the  Piraeus  are  the  foundations  of  a 
large  temple  of  Diana.  Of  the  Market  House,  with  a  slab  bearing  the 
tariff  of  prices,  the  Temple  of  the  Winds,  the  noble  columns  of  the  Tem- 
ple of  Jupiter  Olympius  ;  the  triumphal  arch  of  Adrian;  the  Lantern  of 
Demosthenes,  and  the  Temple  of  Theseus — they  are  all  vastly  more  im- 
portant and  beautiful  in  books,  than  on  the  ground.  The  Acropolis  is  a 
mass  of  rock  forced  up  through  the  crust  of  the  earth  a  few  hundred  feet 
above  the  common  level — on  the  top  of  which  are  the  remains  of 'the  small 
Temple  of  Victory,  the  Propylaea,  the  Erechtheium,  and  the  massive  tem- 
ple called  the  Parthenon.  On  each  of  them  I  recognized  mouldings,  orna- 
mental designs,  and  a  variety  of  chiselings  such  as  I  savv  in  some  of  the 
very  oldest  temples  in  Upper  Egypt.  Within  a  temporary  modern  build- 
ing on  the  Acropolis,  is  a  collection  of  such  bits  of  sculptured  marble — 
fingers,  toes,  headless  bodies,  extra  arms,  birds,  beasts  and  reptiles,  together 
with  Etruscan  vases  without  number — as  laborers  are  continually  finding 
in  their  every-day  pursuits.  Some  bronze  door  furniture,  and  three  cop- 
per stone-cutting  hammers,  used  by  the  old  stone  dressers,  were  noticed. 
All  the  quarrying  and  hammering  by  the  ancients  was  executed  alone  with 
copper  tools.  We  saw  the  slide,  on  a  ledge  of  rocks,  near  the  location  of 
the  observatory,  worn  smooth,  where  the  ancient  Greek  women,  when 
childless,  used  to  slide  down  head  first  on  their  backs,  as  a  means  of  ena- 
bling them  to  become  mothers.  The  Ilyssus  is  a  mere  rill,  running  past 
the  remains  of  the  Stadium,  where  the  races  were  held.  The  old  Thea- 
tre, where  30,000  spectators  could  listen  at  once  to  the  plays  of  Aristo- 
phanes, could  not  be  overlooked,  although  now  a  mere  pit.  On  the  Mu- 
S3eum  hill  is  the  remnant  of  a  beautiful  and  costly  sculptured  monument, 
with  the  tomb  of  Cimon  ;  and  near  at  hand  is  the  Pnyx,  a  mass  of  rock 
cut  into  steps  and  seats,  with  a  rostrum  in  front,  where  orators  addressed 
all  Athens  on  the  great  concerns  of  the  people — where  Demosthenes, 
while  struggling  with  Philip,  raised  a  ihrill  of  enthusiasm  in  the  bosom  of 
every  Athenian.  I  went  into  the  identical  prison  where  Socrates  drank 
the  fatal  poison,  and  ascended  the  Areopagus,  or  Hill  of  Mars,  another 
mass  of  slate-stone,  into  which  steps  were  cut.  Paul  stood  on  that  very 
eminence  when  he  declared  God,  as  the  maker  of  the  world,  to  the  men  of 
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Athens.  I  next  went  to  the  grove  of  the  Academy,  where  Plato  taught — 
now  a  tolerable  kitchen  garden.  It  must  have  been  profusely  decorated 
with  sculpture,  as  thousands  of  pieces  are  still  picked  up  in  working  the 
land.  Whoever  owns  the  place  has  a  strange  fancy  of  sticking  them  into 
the  face  of  a  wall,  with  cement,  where  they  are  re-exposed  to  destruction. 
Sophocles,  the  tragic  poet,  was  born  on  an  eminence  a  short  distance  from 
the  site  of  the  grove.  By  taking  a  position  on  the  Acropolis,  numerous 
other  localities  of  classical  renown  are  brought  within  the  sphere  of  vision. 


Inhalation  of  Ether  in  Sore  Throat. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Suf- 
folk District  Medical  Societ}^  a  case  of  abscess  of  the  throat  was  mention- 
ed, wherein  the  patient  could  not  swallow  liquids  for  some  days,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  severe  pain  w^hich  was  produced.  It  was  therefore  deter- 
mined to  try  the  effects  of  inhaling  ether.  When  the  patient  began  to  feel 
its  intoxicating  properties,  he  was  at  once  enabled  to  swallow,  without  pain 
or  difficulty — which  was  done  most  greedily.  The  suggestion  and  appli- 
cation of  this  most  valuable  remedy  were  matters  of  great  importance  in 
this  instance  ;  and  it  is  the  communication  of  such  cases  at  the  monthly 
meetings  of  the  Society,  which  makes  them  practically  useful  to  the  mem- 
bers. 


Trial  of  Dr.  Spencer  for  Mal-practice. — Dr.  Spencer,  of  Milwaukie, 
Wisconsin,  has  been  tried  before  the  Circuit  Court  of  that  State  for  alleged 
mal-practice,  and,  as  we  understand  by  the  published  report  of  the  trial, 
was  honorably  acquitted.  The  declaration  alleges — 1st,  The  giving  of 
large  do^es  of  calomel  ;  2d,  Unskilful  administration  ;  3d,  Negligence. 
The  case  was  one  of  simple  necrosis  or  caries  of  the  jaw,  in  a  little  girl 
between  four  and  five  yeo^xs  of  age,  attended  with  secondary  salivation, 
coming  on  after  dysentery.  It  was  most  substantially  shown,  by  good  au- 
thority, that  calomel  might  be  used  in  such  cases  (dysentery)  wiih  the  best 
effect.  It  was  also  stated  by  Dr.  S.  that  he  did  not  nse  any  calomel  in  this 
case  ;  and  the  circumstances  and  evidence  of  symptoms,  which  were  testi- 
fied to  by  the  physicians  on  the  stand,  fully  corroborated  his  statement. 
We  had  a  case  some  two  years  since,  in  a  girl  of  about  the  same  age, 
wherein  caries  and  necrosis  followed  an  attack  of  dysentery.  We  neither 
used  calomel,  nor  were  we  subjected  to  a  suit  because  such  diseased  action 
took  place  in  the  bones  of  the  little  girl.  If  people  could  be  made  to  fully 
understand  that  there  may  be  a  predisposition  to  certain  diseases,  and  that 
such  diseases  may  be  aroused  by  some  exciting  cause,  we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  profession  would  not  so  often  be  assailed  and  vexed  by  suits  for 
mal-practice. 


Comparative  Value  of  Milk. — The  report  of  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  upon  the  comparative  value  of  milk, 
formed  from  the  slop  of  distilleries  and  other  food,  with  chemical  and  mi- 
croscopical analyses,  by  Augustus  K.  Gardner,  M.D.,  chairman,  has  been 
received.  One  would  hardly  suppose  that  there  could  be  found,  in  this 
quarter  of  our  globe,  civilized  men  who  had  such  cruel  hearts,  or,  to  say 
the  least,  were  so  cruelly  ignorant,  as  to  treat  so  useful  an  animal  as  the 
cow^  in  the  maimer  complained  of  in  the  report  of  Dr.  Gardner.  It  ap- 
pears, from  the  report  of  the  committee,  that  there  are  kept  in  low  sheds 
attached  to  a  certain  distillery  in  Nevv  York,  between  two  and  four  thou- 
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sand  cows,  which  derive  their  sustenayice  from  the  slops  which  come  from 
that  establishment.  The  poor  creatures  are  tied  up  by  halters,  to  stand 
by  day  and  sleep  by  night,  without  bedding,  upon  the  wet  floors.  Run- 
ning by  their  heads  is  a  long  trough  to  contain  the  slops  or  swill  for 
their  nutriment.  They  at  first  refuse  to  partake  of  it.  But,  starvation  is 
their  only  alternative.  "  It  is,  indeed,  rather  offensive,  with  its  peculiar, 
half  sour,  half  spirituous  odor,  as  it  comes  bubbling,  foaming  and  steaming 
from  the  tanks."  "  The  heat  of  this  liquor  is  so  great  that  not  unfre- 
quently  it  is  served  to  them  when  it  would  scald  the  finger  placed  in  it. 
The  cattle  nearest  to  the  tank,  even  when  inured  to  it,  draw  back  from  the 
heat  of  the  fumes  ;  the  next,  excited  by  appetite,  carefully  lap  it  with  the 
end  of  their  tongues,  hardened  by  frequent  exposures  of  this  kind  ;  while 
those  further  along  are  enabled  to  drink  it  as  it  comes  cooled  by  the  pas- 
sage." =^  ^  =^  #  "  From  the  day  of  her  entrance  into  this  Bastille, 
the  cow  is  not  allowed  a  sirigle  draught  of  pure  vmter.  She  soon  lies 
down,  or  mayhap  remains  standing  in  a  very  stupid  state."  We  forbear 
giving  an}'-  further  particulars  relative  to  such  unheard-of  atrocities,  for 
it  is  enough  to  make  one  sick  at  heart  to  read  the  narrative ;  nor  do  we 
deem  it  necessary  to  allude  to  the  diseased  condition  of  the  poor  animals, 
or  the  pernicious  influence  their  milk  and  flesh  when  consumed  must 
exert  upon  the  inhabitants  of  that  city.  We  are  thankful  that  medical 
men  have  undertaken  the  task  of  examining  into  the  subject,  and  have 
made  this  exposure.  They  deserve  the  thanks  of  all  classes  for  their 
humane  interference. 


The  Accommodation  of  the  Eye  to  Distances. — Mr.  John  Wiley,  of  New 
York,  has  issued,  in  a  pamphlet  of  thirty-six  pages,  an  essay  on  "  The 
Accommodation  of  the  Eye  to  Distances,"  by  Wm.  Clay  Wallace,  M.D. 
It  is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  to  speak  of  the  merits  of  this  essay,  as  portions 
of  it  were  read  by  many  of  our  readers,  when  they  appeared  in  this  Jour- 
nal in  1844.  It  is  now  published  in  pamphlet  form,  printed  on  thick  pa- 
per, with  fifty  well-executed  illustrations.  To  those  who  never  read  Dr. 
Wallace's  theory  of  vision,  we  can  say,  they  would  be  well  repaid  for  the 
time  spent  in  the  perusal  of  this  pamphlet.  It  may  be  had  of  Ticknor  & 
Co.,  Boston. 


The  Physical  Health  of  the  Brain. — "  Education,  in  its  relation  to  the 
Physical  Health  of  the  Brain,  A  Lecture  delivered  before  the  Rhode 
Island  Institute  of  Instruction,  by  I.  Ray,  M.D.,  Superintendent  of  the  Butler 
Hospital  for  the  Insane.  Published  by  Ticknor,  Reed  &  Fields.  Boston, 
1851."  This  is  a  practical  and  well- written  lecture,  treating  of  a  subject 
that  has  been  too  much  overlooked  by  parents  and  teachers  of  schools.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  principles  laid  down  by  Dr.  Ray,  for  educating  children, 
may  be  carefully  considered  by  those  who  have  them  under  their  charge. 
The  little  book  should  be  read  by  heads  of  families,  and  its  precepts 
adopted . 


Memoir  of  Dr.  Amos  Tivitchell. — Our  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  H.  I.  Bow- 
ditch,  of  this  city,  for  a  copy  of  his  memoir  of  Dr.  Amos  Twilchell.  The 
reputation  which  Dr.  Twitchell  had,  when  living,  as  an  eminent  surgeon, 
was  rarely  equalled  in  this  country.    He  may  justly  have  been  called  a 
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"  Napoleon  in  surgerj%"  for  he  was  a  bold  and  fearless  operator.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  memoir  that  he  had  many  adversities  to  contend  with  in 
acquiring  a  medical  education,  as  also  in  getting  into  practice  after  finish- 
ing his  studies.  There  is  nothing  very  remarkable  related  of  him  in  the 
memoir  (save  the  case  of  taking  up  the  carotid  artery,  which  was  the  first 
time  that  the  operation  had  been  done,  or  it  was  supposed  so  by  him),  and 
were  it  not  prepared  by  a  most  able  scholar  and  accomplished  writer,  it 
might  be  called  rather  prosy.  The  fact  is,  Dr.  Twitchell  never  made  any 
record  of  his  surgery,  or  of  his  cases  in  medical  practice;  and,  as  we 
have  been  informed,  very  few  papers  of  any  kind  were  left,  that  would  fur- 
nish more  than  a  meagre  outline  of  his  long  and  useful  life.  We  wonder 
Dr.  Bowditch  could  have  made  so  much  out  of  them,  for  it  is  certain  few 
others  would  have  succeeded  so  well. 


Intermarriage. — Messrs.  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  Philadelphia,  have  just 
published  a  new  edition  of  Walker's  celebrated  work  on  "Intermarriage, 
or  the  mode  in  which,  and  the  causes  why,  beauty,  health  and  intellect  re- 
sult from  certain  unions  ;  and  deformity,  disease  and  insanity  from  others." 
It  is  an  exceedingly  interesting  book,  and  one  that  may  profitably  be  read 
by  adults. 


Medical  College  of  South  Carolina. — We  have  received  a  Catalogue  of 
the  Trustees,  Faculty  and  Students  of  the  Medical  College  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  for  the  session  of  1850-51,  from  which  it  appears  there 
were  230  students  attending  the  medical  lectures,  65  of  whom,  having 
passed  the  usual  examination,  received  their  diplomas  as  doctors  in  medi- 
cine. The  facilities  which  this  school  possesses  for  furnishing  a  thorough 
practical  medical  education  to  students  are  very  great,  and  it  affords  us 
much  pleasure  to  hear  of  its  prosperous  condition. 


Electro- Magnetism^  its  Apphcatimi  to  the  purpose  of  Fire  Alarms. — Dr. 
W.  F.  Chantiing  has  recently  exhibited  to  the  municipal  government  of  this 
city,  an  ingenious  piece  of  mechanism,  which,  by  the  aid  of  magnetism,  is 
intended  to  give  an  alarm  upon  the  several  bells  in  the  different  sections 
of  a  town  or  city.  The  introduction  of  such  a  contrivance  would  be  at- 
tended with  much  benefit  in  cases  of  fire  ;  as  any  person,  in  the  immedi- 
ate neighborhood  of  one  of  them,  could  instantaneously  communicate  the 
fact  to  the  City  Hall,  from  whence  the  bells  in  all  parts  of  the  city  could 
be  rung;  and  further,  by  a  system  which  would  be  adopted  in  the  style  of 
ringing,  the  locality  of  the  fire  might  easily  be  made  known  to  the  citi- 
zens. In  case  of  riot,  or  for  other  purposes  wherein  it  might  be  necessary 
for  the  people  to  congregate,  it  would  also  be  most,  serviceable.  There 
really  seems  to  be  no  end  to  the  useful  application  of  this  agent:  space  is 
annihilated  by  it  in  the  transmission  of  intelligence  to  the  various  parts  of 
countries;  the  bells  of  churches  can  be  rung  simultaneously;  waier  is  to 
be  separated  into  its  original  elements,  and  light  obtained  from  it  that  will 
illuminate  buildings.  This,  truly,  is  the  age  of  wonders,  and  we  are 
prepared  not  to  be  astonished  at  any  thing,  be  it  ever  so  marvellous  a 
sight  or  mysterious  a  sound.  We  hope  Dr.  Channing  may  be  fully  remu- 
nerated for  his  important  invention  by  our  city  authorities,  and  that  they 
will  immediately  adopt  the  plan. 
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Departure  of  Dr.  Warren  for  Europe.  —  Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  of  this 
city.  Emeritus  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  Harvard  University,  left  Boston  on 
Saturday  last,  on  a  voyage  to  Europe.  We  learn  that  it  is  his  intention  to 
remain  abroad  two  years.  We  trust  that  his  life  may  long  be  continued, 
and  that  he  may  return  to  us  with  improved  liealih. 


S^iffolk  District  Medical  Society. — At  the  last  meeting  of  this  Society, 
it  was  unanimously  voted,  that  at  each  future  meeting  for  medical  improve- 
ment, some  subject  shall  be  selected  as  the  subject  for  discussion  at  the 
next  meeting. 

It  was  farther  voted,  that  the  subject  for  consideration  at  the  meeting  on 
the  last  Saturday  in  June,  shall  be  "The  Treatment  of  the  Convulsions  of 
Children." 

It  w^as  voted,  to  request  the  insertion  of  the  subject  for  discussion  in  the 
numbers  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  the  two  weeks 
preceding  the  meeting.  H.  W.  Williams,  Secretary. 


American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences. — The  annual  meeting  of  this 
institution  was  held  on  Tuesday,  27th  May.  when  the  following  official 
board  were  re-elected  for  the  year  ensuing:  Dr.  Jacob  Bigelow,  President. 
Hon.  Edward  Everett,  Vice  President.  Dr.  Augustus  A.  Gould,  Corre- 
sponding Secretary.  J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch,  Treasurer.  Dr.  Henry  I. 
Bowditch,  Librarian.  Prof.  Eben  N.  Horsford,  Prof.  Daniel  Treadwell, 
Prof.  Joseph  Lovering,  Prof.  Henry  L.  Eustis,  and  Dr.  Morrill  Wyman, 
Pnmford  Committee.  Prof.  Joseph  Lovering,  Prof.  Louis  Agassiz,  and 
William  C.  Bond,  Committee  on  Pvblications.  Dr.  A.  A.  Gould,  Dr.  D. 
Humphreys  Storer,  and  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Abbott,  Committee  on  the  Library. 


Honorary  Members  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Virgiiiia. — The  following 
gentlemen  were  elected  honorary  members  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Me- 
dical Society  of  Virginia. 

Dr.  James  Moultrie,  president  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  of 
Charleston,  S.  C.  Dr.  A.  H.  Stevens,  professor  in  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  of  New  York  city.  Professor  Jeffries  Wyman,  M.D.,  &;c., 
of  Harvard  University,  Mass.  'Dr.  George  D.  Gibb,  P.*  R.  C.  S.  I.,  &c., 
of  Montreal,  Canada. 


To  CoRRKSPoNDKNTS. — Dr.  Williams's  paper  on  the  Extraction  of  Cataract,  Dr.  North's  on 
Watering  Places,  and  the  report  of  an  operation  !)y  Prof.  Ol^mpius,  of  Athens,  Greece,  for  Ele- 
phantiasis of  the  Scrolutn,  are  on  file  for  publication. 

The  editor  of  the  "Stethoscope"  will  please  accept  our  thanks  for  forwarding  to  us  printed 
sheets  of  that  Journal  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  in  advance 
of  the  publication  of  the  June  number. 

Subscribers  who  have  written  to  the  Publisher  of  this  Journal  for  a  copy  of  No.  1,  Vol.  42,  and 
others  who  may  be  in  want  of  that  number,  are  infonned  that  it  has  been  re-printed  and  they  can 
now  be  supplied  with  it. 


Dp'ff.hs  in  Boftoj) — for  the  week  endino  Saturchiy  noon,  June  7,  66. — Males,  32 — females,  34. 
Accidental,  1 — disease  of  bowels,  1 — inflammaiion  of  bowels,  2 — disease  of  brain,  1 — consumption, 
16 — convulsions,  5 — cancer,  1 — croup,  1 — debility,  1 — diarrhoea,  I — dropsy  of  (he  brain,  2 — 
drowned,  2 — exhaustion,  1 — typhoid  fever,  1 — scarlet  fever,  2 — lung  fever. 6 — gangrene.  1 — disease 
of  heart,  3 — infantile,  2 — disease  of  the  liver,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  3 — marasmus,  2— 
measles,  I — old  age,  1 — palsy,  1 — puerperal,  1 — smallpox,  6 — tumor,  1. 

Under  5  years,  22 — between  5  and  20  years.  6 — between  20  and  40  years,  20— between  40 
and  60  vears,  11 — over  60  years,  7.    Americans,  25 ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigTiers,  41. 

The  above  includes  10  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 
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The  Offspring  of  Deaf  and  Dumb  Parents. — Of  about  200  deaf-mutes, 
who  attended  a  festival  at  the  Asylum  in  Hartford  last  September,  103  had 
been  or  are  now  married.  Both  parties  were  deaf  and  dumb  in  40  of  these 
marriages ;  in  23  oiie  could  hear  and  speak.  From  the  35th  Annual  Re- 
port we  learn  that  31  of  these  couples  "  had  not  become  parents,  but  the  re- 
maining 72  were  the  parents  of  102  children,  of  whom  98  could  hear  and 
speak,  and  four  only  were  deaf  and  dumb.  One  of  the  four  was  the  only 
child  of  his  parents,  both  of  whom  were  congenitally  deaf.  Besides  the 
parents,  the  paternal  grandfather,  a  sister  of  the  father,  and  two  sons  of 
this  sister,  were  deaf  and  dumb;  and  on  the  mother's  side,  an  aunt  of  the 
child  was  deaf  and  dumb.  In  the  other  family,  that  of  the  three  children, 
the  father  lost  his  hearing  by  disease  at  two  years  of  age,  and  had  no 
known  relative  deaf  and  dumb.  The  mother  was  born  deaf,  and  had  a 
deaf  and  dumb  brother.  These  were  the  only  cases  of  the  kind  present 
at  the  festival.  The  question  whether  the  children  of  a  deaf-mute  parent 
are  more  likely  than  others  to  be  deaf  and  dumb,  has  not  been  solved  in  any 
other  country  so  satisfactorily  as  in  our  own.  In  Europe  comparatively  few 
of  the  deaf  and  dumb  have  married,  and  those  we  believe  have  generally 
selected  hearing  partners.  Her€,  however,  in  the  large  majority  of  cases, 
both  husband  and  wife  are  mutes.  The  per  centage  of  deaf  children,  the 
ofTspring  of  such  marriages,  is  undoubtedly  somewhat  greater  than  among 
an  equal  number  of  the  children  of  other  parents,  taken  like  the  deaf  and 
dumb  from  the  various  conditions  of  life.  But  if  the  facts  above  stated 
afibrd  a  fair  criterion  for  judging  on  this  question,  we  are  safe  in  the  belief 
that  this  result  might  be  obviated  in  a  great  degree,  if  intermarriage  could 
be  prevented  between  those  deaf-mutes,  whose  parents  or  other  near  rela- 
tives seem  to  have  been  constitutionally  prone  to  the  infirmity  of  deafness. 
This  could  only  be  done  by  moral  suasion  ;  but  if  influential  people,  and 
especially  the  parents  of  deaf-mutes,  were  deeply  impressed  with  the  idea 
tbat  marriao-e  should  not  take  place  between  two  persons,  each  belonging 
to  a  family  in  which  the  great  evil  of  deafness  was  constitutional,  lest  the 
offspring  of  that  union  should  be  deaf  and  dumb,  much  might  be  done 
towards  preventing  the  extension  of  the  evil.  But  there  are  other  facts  on 
this  subject  which  would  seem  at  first  view,  at  least,  to  confound  the  spe- 
culations we  have  based  on  the  cases  above  mentioned.  For  instance,  a 
husband  and  wife,  once  pupils  here,  were  both  congenitally  deaf;  but  nei- 
ther, as  we  believe,  has  had  any  deaf  and  dumb  relative,  except  their  three 
children,  and  these  were  all  deaf  from  birth.  The  circumstances  of  an- 
other of  our  former  pupils  and  his  family  connections  are  as  follows  : —  , 
His  brothers  and  sisters  hear,  and  they  married  hearing  persons.  One  of 
the  brothers  has  two  deaf  and  dumb  children,  one  sister  has  one,  and 
another  two  deaf  and  dumb  children,  and  one  of  the  latter  has  a  deaf  and 
dumb  child.  There  is  besides  one  other  deaf-mute  in  the  circle  of  rela- 
tives, possibly  more  than  one,  though  no  one  of  the  ancestors  is  known  to 
have  been  a  deaf  person.  The  man  first  referred  to  married  a  deaf  and 
dumb  woman,  and  their  five  ehildren  all  hear  and  speak.'^ 

Simond's  Mortuary  Tables. — We  have  received  from  Dr.  J.  C.  Simonds, 
of  New  Orleans,  his  classified  tables  of  the  deaths  in  that  city  and  Lafay- 
ette, during  the  year  1S50.  They  are  very  carefully  prepared  and  arrang- 
ed, malcing  them  desirable  to  those  in  want  of  such  statistics,  and  valuable 
as  a  mode  of  comparing  the  mortality  of  New  Orleans  with  that  of  other 
cities. 
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ON  THE  VALUE  OF  THE  OPERATION  OF   EXTRACTION  OF  CATA- 
RACT, AND  ON  THE  USE  OF  ANESTHETIC  AGENTS  IN 
OPHTHALMIC  SURGERY. 

BY  HENRY    W.    WILLIAMS,  M.D.j  BOSTON. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Whilst  we  endeavor,  by  careful  observation  and  reflection,  to  con- 
tribute our  share  towards  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  art  of  healing,  it 
is  no  less  important  to  maintain  undiminished  the  resources  with  which 
it  has  been  enriched  by  the  labors  of  our  predecessors. 

This  consideration  prompts  me  to  ask  the  opportunity  of  recalling  the 
attention  of  the  profession,  through  the  pages  of  your  Journal,  to  an 
operation,  which  seems  to  have  been  appreciated  among  us  (at  least  in 
New  England)  below  its  real  value,  and  to  have  fallen,  in  some  measure, 
into  neglect  and  disuse. 

I  refer  to  the  operation  for  the  extraction  of  cataract,  and  particularly 
to  that  method  of  performing  it  which  is  effected  through  a  section  of  the 
upper  half  of  the  cornea. 

One  of  the  reasons  which  have  contributed  to  cause  the  operation  to 
be  regarded  with  disfavor,  was  the  mistaken  zeal  which  led  some  of  its 
earlier  partizans  to  perform  it,  indiscriminately,  in  all  cases  of  cataract. 

As  we  meet  with  several  varieties  of  this  affection,  essentially  differ- 
ing in  their  physical  characters,  we  may  readily  infer  that  a  mode  of  ope- 
ration which  is  best  adapted  for  one  form  may  be  very  inapplicable  to 
another. 

A  large  number  of  cases,  comprising  the  very  soft  and  the  fluid  cata- 
racts, are  best  disposed  of  by  the  process  of  division.  It  is  only  between 
the  methods  of  displacement  or  couching,  and  by  extraction,  that  com- 
parison is  to  be  made. 

If  the  last-named  operation  is  successful,  it  accomplishes  a  radical 
cure.  We  no  longer  have  a  foreign  body  in  the  eye,  liable  by  its  hard 
consistence  or  its  increased  volume  to  cause  inflammation,  or  by  its  reas* 
cension  to  create  a  necessity  for  a  second  operation.  Extraction  has  also 
claims  to  superiority  from  the  more  perfect  degree  of  vision  which  ensues 
from  its  success. 

The  advantages  I  have  mentioned,  especially  the  complete  exemption 
from  any  secondary  accidents,  have  entitled  this  operation  to  be  regarded, 
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by  the  most  distinguished  surgeon  oculists  of  Europe,  as  the  method,  ^ar 
excellence,  in  the  cases  to  which  it  is  appropriate. 

The  cases  to  which  it  is  pecuharly  applicable  are  those  of  semi-hard 
cataract  (which  is  one  of  the  forms  most  commonly  met  with),  as  this 
variety  sometimes  rapidly  increases  in  bulk  after  reclination,  and  in  this 
swollen  state  is  liable,  by  its  pressure,  to  provoke  serious,  if  not  destruc- 
tive inflammation  of  the  internal  tissues.  It  is  especially  desirable  to 
employ  this  method  in  operating  upon  persons  of  advanced  age,  as,  in  such, 
the  lens  is  not  readily  removed  by  absorption.  Very  hard  cataracts  are 
dissolved  with  difficulty  at  any  period  of  life,  and  as  they  are  apt,  if 
merely  displaced,  to  cause  lesion  or  compression  of  the  retina,  the  opera- 
tion of  extraction  may  be  regarded  as  indicated.  The  same  indication 
exists  in  cases  where  there  is  any  tendency  to  amaurosis  or  to  cerebral 
congestion,  as  the  retina  may  then  be  injuriously  affected  by  the  slightest 
pressure  from  the  displaced  lens. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  important  to  avoid  attempting  extrac- 
tion under  unfavorable  circumstances  ;  as  when  the  eye  is  too  small  or 
too  deeply  sunken  in  the  orbit 'to  allow  room  for  making  a  proper  section 
of  the  cornea — when  the  pupil  is  contracted,  or  adherent  to  the  capsule 
— or  when  we  have  evidence  that  softening  has  taken  place  in  the  vi- 
treous humor. 

Oscillation  of  the  globe  was  formerly  considered  as  contra-indicating 
this  mode  of  operating,  but  we  have  now  the  means  of  controlling  this 
unsteadiness  by  anaesthetic  agents. 

I  do  not  know  whether  any  other  person  has  employed  these  auxilia- 
ries in  operations  upon  the  eye.  When  in  Europe,  soon  after  the  dis- 
covery of  these  adjuvants  in  surgical  practice,  the  most  distinguished  au- 
thorities expressed  to  me  their  opinion  that  they  should  not  be  made 
use  of  in  ophthalmic  surgery,  and  I  have  never  heard  of  their  being 
thus  applied  by  any  other  operator.  IVly  own  experience,  however,  has 
proved,  that  we  may  safely  avail  ourselves,  occasionally,  of  their  aid, 
and  thus  obtain  the  opportunity  to  execute  our  manoeuvres  with  more 
ease,  and  therefore  with  greater  certainty. 

Since  my  first  resort  to  them,  more  than  two  years  since,  1  have  several 
times  employed  ether  or  chloroform  in  operations  for  cataract,  and  have 
thus  secured  complete  success  in  cases  of  unusual  difficulty. 

A  second  reason  for  the  prejudice  which  has  prevailed  against  the  ex- 
traction of  cataract,  is  to  be  found  in  the  formidable  descriptions  which 
have  been  given  of  the  accidents  that  may  follow  this  operation,  and  of 
the  uncertainty  attending  it. 

But  these  unfavorable  statements  of  consequences  and  results  have 
been  mostly  based  upon  operations  in  which  the  section  of  the  cornea 
has  been  made  at  its  inferior  margin. 

The  section  of  the  upper  half  is  attended  with  a  little  more  difficulty 
than  that  along  its  lower  edge,  but  it  offers  very  Important  advantages. 
The  risk  of  prolapsus  irldis,  or  of  evacuation  of  the  vitreous  humor,  either 
at  the  moment  of  the  operation,  or  subsequently,  is  in  a  great  measure 
avoided  ;  and  the  flap  of  the  cornea  being  covered  by  the  upper  eyelid, 
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and  the  two  edges  of  the  wound  thus  kept  in  exact  apposition,  every 
opportunity  is  afforded  for  immediate  union. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  the  incision  is  made  downwards,  there  is  danger 
that  the  adhesion  of  the  wound  may  be  prevented  by  the  secretions  with 
which  it  is  bathed  in  the  lower  palpebral  sinus — by  the  constant  trick- 
ling of  the  humors  from  the  interior  of  the  eye — or  by  a  prolapse  of 
the  iris  ;  or  that  the  edge  of  the  lower  lid  may  insinuate  itself  beneath 
the  flap,  and,  by  everting  it,  cause  the  discharge  of  the  entire  contents  of 
the  globe. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  operation  by  extraction  is  slightly  more 
difficult  than  those  executed  with  the  needle  ;  but  this  will  not  justify 
us  in  consigning  to  oblivion  one  of  the  highest  glories  of  surgical  achieve- 
ment. 

The  actual  dangers  attending  its  performance  are  not  greater  than 
those  incident  to  other  methods,  and,  its  manoeuvres  once  skilfully  ter- 
minated, the  patient  is  placed  under  conditions  of  far  greater  security 
against  future  accident. 

For  all  these  reasons,  this  operation,  without  assuming  any  title  to  ex- 
clusive adaptation,  deserves  to  be  regarded  as  often  the  most  advanta- 
geous, and  sometimes  the  only  mode  on  which  we  can  rely  ;  and  claims, 
not  only  a  place,  but  a  high  position,  among  the  means  by  which  our 
profession  relieves  "  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to." 

The  results  of  my  own  experience  have  confirmed  the  high  opinion 
of  the  value  of  this  method  which  1  had  derived  from  observation  of  the 
practice  of  the  most  distinguished  European  operators,  in  whose  hands  I 
was  satisfied  that  in  a  very  large  number  of  cases  a  success  was  obtained 
much  greater  than  would  have  followed  operations  with  the  needle  upon 
the  same  subjects. 

10  Essex  St.,  Boston,  June  6,  1851. 
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Some  fifteen  years  since,  a  family  consisting  of  six  or  seven  adult  per- 
sons removed  from  Newport,  R.  I.,  to  Hartford,  Ct.  Although  in  their 
wonted  health  when  they  came,  they  perceived,  one  and  all,  within  a 
few  months,  that,  on  ascending  staircases,  or  running,  or  making  exer- 
tions, they  were  decidedly  more  vigorous  than  in  Newport.  1  state  this 
from  memory  ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  family  acquired  and 
retained  more  health  and  energy  by  the  removal. 

It  will  not  be  understood,  of  course,  that  such  is  the  infallible  effect 
of  this  measure.  But  one  such  occurrence  in  so  large  a  family,  and 
coming,  too,  from  so  famous  a  watering  place  as  Newport,  offers  a  fair 
opportunity  for  calling  the  attention  of  the  readers  of  this  Journal  to 
the  comparative  effects  of  different  localities  upon  the  human  constitution. 

Suppose,  then-,  we  compare  Newport  and  Saratoga  Springs — the  two 
summer  resorts  for  invalids  in  America.  A  bath  of  sea-water  is  well 
known  to  be  followed  by  a  clammy,  cold,  disagreeable  state  of  the  skin. 
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How  many  there  are  who  have  to  resort  to  their  wash  bowls  with  soap 
and  water  to  remove  the  saline  moisture  and  restore  the  hands  to  a  com- 
fortable condition  ;  and  this,  whether  the  sea-water  be  warmed  artificially 
or  not.  A  mineral  bath  of  Saratoga,  at  blood  heat  (100°),  retains  car- 
bonic acid  gas,  not  only  sufficient  to  keep  every  grain  of  the  numerous 
carbonates  in  complete  solution,  but,  moreover,  enough  greatly  to  stimu- 
late the  skin  after  immersion  in  a  bath.  None  but  resident  physicians  here 
can  appreciate  the  warm  commendations  these  baths  receive  for  leaving 
the  wliole  cutaneous  surface  in  a  warm,  glowing  condition,  and  feeling 
like  silk  on  contact. 

Let  us  consider  the  comparative  effects  of  the  two  baths.  However 
fnuch  the  medical  mind  has  been  befogged  by  the  word  "  bracing," 
and  how  much  soever  nonsense  is  constantly  talked  and  printed  about 
this  same  thing,  none  can  doubt,  that  the  prolonged  chilliness  and  clammy 
ftioisture  of  the  skin  are  sedative.  I  do  not  remember  the  author  or  the 
man  who  does  not  admit  prolonged,  continuous  cold  to  be  sedative. 
How  different  the  state  of  the  circulation  and  powers  of  the  system, 
during  the  practice  of  frequent'  sea-baths,  and  the  warming,  life-propel- 
ling baths  of  Saratoga  !  In  saying  this,  I  do  not  pronounce  the  last- 
mentioned  baths  to  be  intrinsically  preferable.  Not  at  all.  Everything 
is  relative  in  medicine.  I  think  there  were  two  or  three  seasons  in 
Saratoga,  say  ten  years  since,  when  more  than  half  the  invalids  mani- 
fested a  sthenic  diathesis,  requiring  the  careful  administration  of  coun- 
ter-agents during  the  invigorating  effect  of  these  tonic  remedies.  Such 
persons,  during  the  prevalence  of  such  diathesis,  will  find  that  the  damp 
sea  air,  the  slight  nutrition  of  a  fish  diet,  the  monotony  of  a  sea  coast, 
and,  above  all,  the  chilly  sea-baths,  are  the  very  remedies  they  need. 
The  depression  of  pulse  and  powers,  the  reduction  of  inflammatory  heat, 
the  moist  tongue  and  restored  secretions,  rapidly  restore  the  sensations 
and  functions  of  health,  and  hence  the  invalid  is  "  braced."  The  very 
swell  of  the  sea  is  associated  in  his  mind  with  health,  and  he  insists 
upon  it  that  the  sea  air  is  bracing. 

But  it  happens  that  this  business  of  sea-bathing  is  not  only  not  always 
bracing,  but  is  attended  with  alarming  effects.  Dr.  Smith,  of  Staten 
Island,  told  me  he  presumed  a  number  of  infants  were  rescued  every 
summer  from  death,  by  detecting  the  cause  of  the  children's  rapid  de- 
cline, and  alarming  their  mistaken  mothers.  He  said  the  rapidity  with 
which  they  recovered  and  improved  after  the  reducing  effects  of  cool  sea- 
baths  were  discontinued,  was  most  instructive.  Jndeed,  for  several 
years  past,  especially  since  the  appearance  of  Vermont  erysipelas,  the  gene- 
ral complexion  of  invalids  seems  to  demand  an  entonic  treatment,  which 
requires  scarcely  any  counter-acting  agents,  such  as  salts,  antimonials, 
calomel,  and  vegetable  diet ;  but  very  many  cases  have  been  put,  at  once, 
upon  the  Pavilion  Spring  as  an  alterative  and  tonic,  and  will  bear,  in 
addition  to  this,  our  strongest  chalybeate,  and  most  potent  tonic,  porter, 
beefsteaks,  mutton,  and  other  articles  of  a  nutritious  and  stimulating  cha- 
racter, and  gain  quite  as  rapidly  and  be  as  much  braced  as  the  first  men- 
tioned invalid.  These  are  constantly  recurring  results.  The  upland 
air — bracing  air,  if  you  please — of  Saratoga,  the  inimitable  and  attrac- 
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tive  nature  of  tlie  tonic  laxative  and  alterative  medicines,  from  the  power- 
ful cathartic  of  old  Congress  to  the  highly  alterative  character  of  the 
newly-discovered  Empire  Spring  ;  the  various  scenes  and  amusements, 
both  within  and  without  the  village  ;  the  great  variety  of  board,  from 
twelve  dollars  the  week  down  to  three  and  even  to  two  and  a  half,  and 
all  trying  to  tempt  the  public  to  their  tables,  affording,  in  every  case,  a 
fair  supply  of  animal  food  ;  the  mineral  baths,  accessible  to  all,  being 
only  twenty-five  cents  each,  or  five  for  a  dollar  ;  and  the  generally  absorb- 
ing interest  which  arises  from  the  many  thousands  of  visiters  compressed 
into  a  village  which,  though  doubled  in  population  within  a  dozen  years, 
yet  brings  them  into  close  proximity — all  these  and  other  considerations 
combine  in  this  dry,  pure  atmosphere,  to  brace  the  depressed  and  tone 
up  the  impoverished  system. 

The  reader  will  have  perceived  that  in  my  opinion  physicians  should 
send  those  patients  of  theirs  whose  diathesis  is  entonic,  who  are  benefited 
by  an  occasional  bleeding,  by  calomel,  salts,  abstinence,  Graham  diet,  he, 
to  the  sea-side,  where  inaction,  innutritions  diet,  damp  air  (which  everybody 
knows  more  thoroughly  conducts  away  animal  heat  than  dry),  sailing, 
and,  above  all,  sea-bathing  in  the  surf,  may  exert  a  concurrent  influence 
in  restoring  health.  That  in  other  cases,  on  the  contrary,  where,  for  in- 
stance, a  long-continued  derangement  of  the  bile  and  other  secretions 
has  existed  ;  or,  where,  from  varied  causes,  the  system  is  acting  feebly, 
particularly  if  indicated  by  a  slow,  weak,  compressible  pulse,  let  the  pa- 
tient be  directed  to  the  instrumentality,  for  at  least  six  weeks,  of  these 
waters  and  baths  ;  and  the  physician  will  seldom  repent  of  his  profes- 
sional direction. 

It  would  be  pleasant  to  draw  out  my  reasons  more  in  detail  ;  but, 
really,  I  would  like  to  make  a  short  article.  The  writer  has  been  com- 
pelled,  during  the  past  thirteen  seasons,  to  take  responsibility  in  diseases 
of  this  nature.  What  confirms  my  own  confidence  in  the  above  opi- 
nion is,  that  many  have  consulted  me  after  spending  a  few  weeks  on 
the  sea-coast — some  better  and  some  worse — in  whose  cases  I  have  in 
almost  every  instance,  after  examining  the  pulse  and  leading  facts,  ex- 
actly anticipated  the  effect  of  the  visit  to  the  coast.  The  same  crite- 
rion I  use  when  advising  many  from  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire, 
whose  underacting  systems  are  depressed  and  enfeebled  (not  braced) 
by  the  prolonged  cold  of  winter,  who  generally  fall  sick  in  March.  To 
such  it  is  my  invariable  practice  to  recommend  permanent  residence  in  a 
warm  climate,  and  fully  to  abandon  a  residence  so  much  at  war  with  the 
laws  of  their  organism. 

The  same  criterion  is  strictly  applicable  and  of  surpassing  importance 
to  many  professional  men,  clergymen  and  others,  who  have  settled  in 
vast  numbers  in  and  about  New  York  and  its  bay,  as  well  as  in  other 
maritime  cities.  Minister's  throat  ail  is  truly  an  atonic  disease  ;  and  al- 
though men  recover  by  the  sea-side,  it  is  in  defiance  of  the  general  ten- 
dency of  circumstances. 

On  being  interrogated  about  the  adaptedness  of  hydropathy  to  a  given 
case,  the  same  criterion  is  available  and  will  be  found  of  great  use. 

But  I  must  conclude.  To  carry  out  particulars  and  adduce  pix)ofs, 
would  require  a  book. 
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1  close  with  one  suggestion  to  my  brethren  abroad.  Do  not  direct 
your  scrofulous  patients  to  go  to  the  Iodine  Spring.  Is  is  a  feeble  wa- 
ter, and  the  name  was  given  to  the  spring  only  ad  captandum  vulgus. 
The  new  Empire  Spring  is  working  charmingly  for  scrofula.  Do  the 
profession  know  there  are  twelve  grains  of  hydriodate  of  potash  in  a 
gallon  of  water — double  any  other  spring?  There  being  only  a  mere 
trace  of  iron  in  the  water,  I  send  my  tuberculous  patients  to  that  spring 
unhesitatingly,  hitherto  with  most  satisfactory  results.       M.  L.  North. 

Saratoga  Springs,  June  5,  1851. 


KLKPHANTIASIS  OF  THE  SCROTUM— SURGICAL  OPERATION. 

[The  remarkable  surgical  operation  detailed  below  (oscheoplastique) 
was  performed  in  Athens  (Greece)  by  John  Olympius,  M.D.,  Professor 
of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Otho,  at  Athens,  and  was  communicat- 
ed by  the  Rev.  John  H.  Hill,  Missionary  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  residing  in  Athens.  It  reflects  the  highest  honor  on  the  rising 
chirurgical  character  of  the  nation,  so  renowned  in  the  history  of  the 
world  for  great  men  in  the  arts  and  in  literature.  The  drawings  were 
carefully  prepared  by  the  operator,  and,  with  the  report,  were  kindly 
furnished  to  the  editor  of  this  Journal  on  his  late  visit  to  Athens. — 
Ed.] 

Stamatios  Sapontsis,  30  years  old,  a  countryman  residing  in  Caristo 
(island  of  Euboea),  about  seven  years  previous  to  the  operation  in  ques- 
tion suffered  from  an  ulcer  in  the  scrotum,  which  occasioned  him  un- 
easiness when  he  walked.  As  well  as  he  can  remember,  he  dates  the 
commencement  of  the  elephantiasis  or  hypertrophy  both  of  the  scrotum 
and  of  the  skin  of  the  penis,  from  the  appearance  of  this  ulcer.  After 
making  use  of  many  simple  remedies,  such  as  he  found  at  hand,  without 
avail,  and  finding  the  malady  rapidly  increasing,  he  was  recommended 
by  a  medical  man  to  seek  admittance  into  the  Civil  Hospital  of  the 
Capital,  where,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1850  (seven  years  after  the  first 
appearance  of  the  disease),  he  underwent  the  operation  of  having  all 
the  affected  parts,  both  of  the  scrotum  and  the  penis,  removed,  accord- 
ing to  the  method  of  Gartan  Bey  (vide  Pruner,  "  Krankheiten  im 
Orient,"  pages  331,  332  ;  Erlangen,  1847.) 

The  following  are  the  details  of  this  operation. 

First.  For  the  purpose  of  covering  anew  the  skin  of  the  penis, 
which  in  consequence  of  the  disease  had  to  be  entirely  dissected  off 
( opopsilosis),  a  portion  of  the  skin  of  the  ephebium  (mons  veneris),  of 
an  oblong  form  (five  fingers'  breadth  long,  and  four  broad),  was  incised, 
as  seen  at  1,  Plate  A. 

Secondly.  The  incisions  (2,  2)  were  made,  in  order  to  form  out  of 
these  portions  (lambeaux)  the  new  scrotum.  These  incisions,  commenc- 
ing above  and  in  front,  and  extending  in  the  rear  towards  the  perinaeum, 
united  near  the  anus,  and  embraced  within  them  the  whole  of  the  meta- 
morphosed scrotum. 
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Thirdly.  Two  other  incisions  were  made  downwards  (3,  3)  on  the 
front  side  of  the  scrotum  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  extending  along  the 
breadth  of  the  spermatic  cords  (funicul.  spermatic),  in  order  to  uncover 
them  and  the  testicles.  These  being  found  to  be  uninjured  by  disease,  were 
turned  in  an  upward  direction,  that  they  might  not  be  hurt  in  the  operation. 

The  whole  of  the  penis  was  then  stripped  of  the  diseased  skin  that 
covered  it,  by  an  incision  which  commenced  at  the  mouth  of  the  pre- 
puce (see  5  and  lower  4),  and  terminated  above,  as  seen  in  the  line  end- 
ing at  upper  4.  After  the  stripping  (apodersis)  of  the  penis  was  com- 
pleted, the  metamorphosed  parts  were  removed  without  danger,  and  quite 
easily,  from  front  to  rear,  as  far  as  the  anus,  including  the  adjoining 
skin  of  the  perinseum  which  was  affected  by  disease.  As  the  membra- 
nous part  of  the  urethra  (pars  membranacea  urethrae)  lies  in  this  region, 
it  was  necessary  to  use  great  caution  in  the  apodersis  (the  stripping  off 
the  skin).  To  avoid  any  injury  to  the  urethra,  a  catheter  was  inserted 
into  the  urinary  canal.  After  the  removal  of  the  entire  metamorphosed 
mass,  the  covering  again  of  the  penis  was  accomplished  by  means  of  the 
oblong  lambeau  (portion  of  skin)  first  above  spoken  of  (1,  Plate  A), 
This  having  been  brought  down  upon  the  penis,  was  joined  on  its  lower 
side  by  the  sutura  nodosa  et  circumvoluta.  The  portions  of  skin  (2,  2) 
on  either  side  were  then  united  round  the  testicles  in  the  same  way  (by 
means  of  the  sutura  nodosa  et  circumvoluta )  in  a  middle  line  from  the 
root  of  the  penis  to  the  anus,  and  thus  the  new  scrotum  and  the  peri- 
naeum  were  formed.  As,  however,  there  was  found  to  be  a  preat  ten- 
sion  of  the  skin  in  the  region  of  the  perinseum,  so  great  as  to  endanger 
a  rupture  of  the  suture,  two  long  parallel  incisions  were  made  in  the 
skin  on  either  side  of  the  perinseum,  about  a  finger's  breadth  distant  from 
the  sutures,  when  the  tension  ceased,  and  the  union  of  the  parts  by 
means  of  the  sutures  was  completely  successful. 

The  union  of  all  the  incised  parts  took  place  per  'primam  intentionem 
— in  some  of  the  parts,  also,  per  secundem  intentionem — and  the  entire 
cure  (just  as  it  appears  represented  in  Plate  B)  was  effected  in  twenty- 
eight  days,  at  the  end  of  which  period  the  patient  was  discharged,  and 
returned  to  his  country  in  perfect  health  and  very  cheerful. 

The  only  disagreeable  occurrence  in  the  operation  was  that  the  skin  to 
form  the  new  covering  of  the  penis  was  obliged  to  be  taken  from  the  ephe- 
bium  (mons  veneris),  where  the  skin  is  always  thick  and  hairy.  To 
remedy  the  former  inconvenience,  some  layers  of  fat  were  scraped  away, 
but  still  it  was  unavoidably  thicker  than  was  convenient.  A  few  hairs, 
but  only  a  few,  appeared  on  the  upper  part  (the  front)  of  the  penis. 

Chloroform  was  exhibited,  but  in  this  instance  with  only  partial  suc- 
cess. The  whole  operation  occupied  one  hour  and  a  half,  but  not  con- 
tinuedly,  as  some  considerable  time  was  expended  in  uncovering  and 
cautiously  dissecting  the  spermatic  cord  and  the  testicles  so  that  they 
might  escape  injury,  as  they  lay  imbedded  in  the  swollen  diseased  (meta- 
morphosed) parts,  and  were  not  easily  distinguished. 

The  whole  mass  of  the  hypertrophy  removed,  weighed  seventeen 
litres  and  fifty-eight  drams  (17J  lbs.),  exclusive  of  a  small  quantity  of 
liquid  matter  which  escaped. 

Athens,  January  28,  1851. 
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The  following  notice  of  the  preceding  remarkable  case  is  extracted 
from  the  Courrier  d'Athenes,  No.  191,  -28  July,  1850. 

"  Une  des  plus  belles  operations  dont  la  medecine  de  notre  temps  peut 
se  vanter,  a  ete  pratiquee  ce  jours  ci  dans  notre  hopital  civil  par  un  de 
nos  plus  habiles  chirurgiens,  M.  le  docteur  Olympics,  professeur  de  I'Uni- 
versite,  advantageusement  connu  deja  au  monde  scientifique  par  maintes 
autres  operations  difficiles,  couronnees  ordinairement  d'un  succes  prompt 
et  complet. 

"  Le  malade  dont  il  s'agit  etait  un  laboureur  de  I'ile  d'Eubee,  qui  at- 
teint  depuis  sept  ans  d'une  elephantiasis  du  scrotum,  malade  asses  rare  en 
Grece,  se  voyait,  quoique  jeune  encore,  condamne  a  une  existence  des 
plus  tristes,  la  tumeur,  par  son  enorme  poids  et  volume  lui  permettant  a 
peine  de  faire  quelques  pas  avec  difficulte. 

"La  mal  lui  etait  devenu  doublement  penible,  parce  que  I'alteration  et 
I'hypertrophie  da  scrotum  avaient  en  meme  temps  envahi  les  teguments 
adjacents,  ce  qui  genait  infiniment  les  evacuations  urinaires.  Par  cette 
operation  oscheoplastique,  le  malade  a  ete  delivre  d'une  tumeur  qui  a  ete 
trouvee  d'un  poids  de  dix-sept  livres  et  demie. 

"  En  citant  cette  operation  qui,  inventee  par  I'immortel  chirurgien 
fran^ais  Delpech,  a  ete  tres  rarement  executee  en  Europe,  nous  ne  sau- 
rions  asses  faire  I'eloge  de  M.le  professeur  Olympios,  et  feliciter  I'Univer- 
site  d'Athenes  a  laquelle  il  appartient." 


CONGENITAL  VARIOLA  IN  TWINS. 

BY  JAMES  AYER,  M.D.,  BOSTON. 
LCommunir.ated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  WAS  called,  in  haste,  last  week,  to  Mrs.  P.,  and  found  her  lying  on 
the  bed,  in  great  pain.  On  examination,  the  head  of  a  small  foetus  was 
found  born.  The  uterine  contractions  were  active,  and  its  full  delivery 
effected  in  a  moment,  attended  by  a  feeble  cry.  The  pains  continued, 
a  bag  of  fluid  was  felt  protruding,  and  soon  a  second  foetus  was  expelled 
dead.  Two  separate  placentae  were  afterwards  removed,  and  the  patient 
made  comfortable. 

The  infants  were  found  of  the  size  and  development  of  six  months. 
The  living  one  had  a  dozen  or  more  of  pustules,  on  the  face,  head  and 
breast ;  one  or  two  were  noticed  on  the  abdomen,  but  none  on  the  limbs. 
Three  or  four  w^ere  good-sized,  plump  and  well-defined  pustules  of  small- 
pox. The  remainder  were  not  so  full,  but  evidently  of  the  same  cha- 
racter.   This  one  survived  its  birth  two  hours. 

The  dead  child  had  no  offensive  odor  ;  the  abdomen  was  dark  purple, 
and  the  cuticle  quite  loose.  Its  whole  body,  especially  the  abdomen, 
was  marked  with  depressions,  similar  to  those  of  variola  in  infants,  after 
death.  No  elevations  or  pustules  were  noticed  ;  these  marks  only 
remained. 

Three  weeks  before  the  abortion,  the  mother,  I  was  informed,  had 
broken  out  with  varioloid,  after  the  usual  premonitory  symptoms,  and  had 
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just  recovered  when  I  saw  her.  The  disease  was  so  mild  that  a  physi- 
cian was  not  called.  She  could  not  trace  her  miscarriage  to  any  over- 
exertion, or  any  cause,  except  the  attack  of  varioloid.  Whether  the 
mother  infected  the  two  at  the  same  period,  and  the  death  of  one  caused 
the  expulsion  of  both  ;  or  one  had  the  disease  first,  and  the  second  re- 
ceived it  from  him,  are  questions  of  some  interest,  but  difficult,  from  the 
evidence,  to  decide. 
June  12,  1851. 


SAMUEL  GEORGE  MORTON,  M.D. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  Samuel  G. 
Morton,  M.D.,  which  took  place  in  this  city,  on  the  loth  of  May  last. 
Although  in  feeble  health  for  many  years  past,  and  evidently  holding 
life  by  a  very  slight  tenure,  Dr.  Morton  was  in  the  discharge  of  his  or- 
dinary professional  duties  up  to  the  period  of  his  last  illness,  which  was  of 
only  four  days'  duration.  His  final  attack  was  of  an  apoplectic  nature  ; 
but  he  had  long  labored  under  considerable  disease  of  the  lungs  and  heart, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  autopsy,  appended  to  our  notice,  for  the  details 
of  which  we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Neill. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Morton  deprives  our  profession  of  one  of  its  most 
distinguished  members,  and  abruptly  terminates  a  scientific  career,  which 
had  become  one  of  the  brightest  illustrations  of  our  country.  His  repu- 
tation as  a  naturalist  was  difiused  throughout  the  world,  and  we  believe 
that  no  cotemporaneous  American  name  was  better  known  abroad  than 
his.  His  loss,  in  every  respect  to  be  lamented,  will  be  particularly  felt 
in  the  department  of  natural  history,  in  which  he  was  prosecuting  the 
most  interesting  researches,  when  thus  prematurely  cut  off,  at  the  age  of 
52,  in  the  prime  of  mental  vigor  and  usefulness.  In  the  relations  of  pri- 
vate life,  no  one  ever  conciliated  more  universal  esteem  and  affection 
than  Dr.  Morton.  He  passed  through  the  world  literally  without  an 
enemy,  beloved  and  respected  in  all  circles,  everywhere  deservedly  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  amiable  and  irreproachable  of  men. 

Dr.  Morton  was  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  but,  we  learn,  passed  a  por- 
tion of  his  youth  in  New  York.  He  pursued  his  medical  studies  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  office  of  the  late  Dr.  Parrish. 
After  graduating  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  he  spent  several 
years  in  Europe,  and  received  a  second  degree  from  the  University  of 
Edinburgh. 

Returning  to  his  native  city.  Dr.  Morton  rapidly  passed  into  extensive 
practice,  and,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  enjoyed  a  popularity  second 
to  none  among  the  practitioners  of  Philadelphia.  To  the  literature  of 
his  profession  he  made  numerous  valuable  contributions.  In  1835  he 
edited  Mackintosh's  Practice  of  Physic,  which  went  through  three  subse- 
quent editions  ;  in  1 833  he  published  an  excellent  original  work  on  Con- 
sum])tion  ;  and  in  18 19  an  elaborate  work  on  Anatomy. 

Dr.  Morton  was  for  many  years  engaged  as  a  teacher  of  medicine, 
and  always  ranked  among  our  best  lecturers.    He  gave  several  clinical 
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courses  in  the  Philadelphia  Almshouse  Hospital,  and  was  Professor  of 
Anatomy  in  the  original  organization  of  the  Pennsylvania  Medical  College. 

With  this  assiduous  and  unfaltering  devotion  to  strictly  professional 
avocations,  Dr.  Morton  combined  an  enthusiastic  and  earnest  pursuit  of 
natural  history,  which  earned  for  him  an  European  reputation,  and  gave 
many  splendid  results  to  science.  His  first  scientific  publication  was  a 
work  on  the  Fossils  of  the  Cretaceous  Group,  in  which,  we  believe,  he 
described  every  example  that  has  been  found  in  North  America. 

As  far  back  as  twenty  years  ago,  he  commenced  collecting  the  mate- 
rials, which  he  eventually  embodied  in  the  Crania  Americana,  the  first 
work  of  the  kind  ever  produced.  This  great  work,  published  in  1839, 
immediately  placed  the  author  in  the  foremost  rank  among  the  cultivators 
of  natural  science,  and  was  received  throughout  the  world  as  a  most 
valuable  original  contribution  to  ethnology.  Its  full  importance  is  yet 
to  be  appreciated.  At  present  it  stands  almost  isolated  ;  and  its  real 
value  can  be  developed  only  when  other  races  of  men  are  studied  and 
tabulated  on  a  similar  plan,  and  a  comparison  of  the  averages  afforded, 
enables  us  to  determine  the  characteristic  differences  between  the  various 
races. 

Dr.  Morton  spent  many  years  upon  the  Crania  Americana,  and  so 
careful  was  he  to  produce  it  free  from  inaccuracy,  that,  after  the  elaborate 
tables  had  been  nearly  completed — upon  Mr.  George  Combe's  pointing 
out  a  slight  error  in  the  starting  point  from  which  the  measurements  had 
been  made — a  new  series  was  at  once  commenced,  and  carried  through 
on  the  corrected  method. 

The  Crania  Egyptiaca  followed  the  Americana.  The  presence  of 
the  integuments,  however,  and  the  bituminized  condition  of  the  crania, 
prevented  any  definite  series  of  measurements. 

The  subject  of  hybridity  occupied  much  of  Dr.  Morton's  attention  in 
the  latter  period  of  his  life.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  pursuing 
his  inquiries  in  several  interesting  and  hitherto  unexplored  channels,  con- 
nected with  this  important  branch  of  natural  history  ;  and  he  had  already 
collected  a  vast  number  of  facts,  and  reached  the  solution  of  many  ob- 
scure and  previously  unnoticed  points.  In  this  course  of  investigation 
he  was  led  into  a  close  examination  of  the  specific  characters  of  the 
wolves  of  North  America,  and  the  results  of  the  crosses  between  the 
different  species  of  wolves  and  the  imported  dogs — a  thread  of  inquiry 
which  we  know  was  developing  most  valuable  conclusions  in  the  highest 
walks  of  natural  science. 

In  the  midst  of  these  absorbing  scientific  and  professional  labors.  Dr. 
Morton  found  time  to  indulge  a  taste  for  poetry  ;  and  his  occasional  effu- 
sions show  that  he  united  a  fine  imagination,  and  refined  appreciation  of 
the  beautiful,  with  his  more  solid  powers  and  attainments.  And  all  these 
noble  intellectual  qualities  were  graced  with  the  crowning  attractions  of 
a  most  unaffected  bearing,  the  gentlest  manners,  and  a  genuine  cordiality 
and  kindliness  of  disposition  ! 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  Dr.  Morton  was  president  of  the  Academy 
of  Natural  Sciences,  of  which  he  had  been  a  leading  member  for  thirty 
years.    He  was  also  a  fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  of  the  Ameri- 
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can  Philosophical  Society,  and  of  numerous  other  learned  societies,  at 
home  and  abroad.  The  various  associations  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected in  Philadelphia,  united  in  every  possible  tribute  of  respect  to  his 
memory. 

Post-mortem  Examination. — On  the  day  previous  to  his  death,  Dr. 
Morion  was  considered  convalescent  from  an  indisposition  which  his  phy- 
sicians had  not  supposed  to  be  dangerous  or  alarming. 

About  the  middle  of  the  same  day,  a  tendency  to  stupor  was  noticed, 
which  gradually  increased,  and  terminated  in  paralysis  and  death. 

Present — Drs.  Rodman,  Beesley,  Wistar,  Pepper,  McClellan  and 
Neill. 

Head, — The  symptoms  immediately  preceding  death,  directed  atten- 
tion particularly  to  the  condition  of  the  brain,  it  being  supposed  that 
effusion  had  taken  place  in  that  organ.  The  arachnoid  had  lost  its 
transparency,  and  no  fluid  was  found  in  its  cavity,  but  there  was  conside- 
rable serous  effusion  in  the  sub-arachnoid  cellular  tissue. 

The  pia  mater  was  very  much  congested,  particularly  on  the  left  side, 
and  from  its  vessels  blood  had  been  extravasated  in  several  places.  The 
basilar  and  vertebral  arteries  contained  venous  blood.  Two  small  clots 
were  found  very  nearly  in  similar  positions  upon  the  superior  surface  of 
each  hemisphere  ;  the  anterior  clot  was  the  larger  upon  either  side,  and 
rested  upon  the  upper  surface  of  the  anterior  lobe.  It  consisted  of  about 
one  drachm  of  blood,  and  had  assumed  the  form  of  the  sulci,  into  which 
it  had  insinuated  itself.  The  brain  itself  was  large  and  symmetrical. 
Its  substance  was  firm  and  natural  in  every  respect.  The  choroid  plexus 
was  equally  congested  with  the  pia  mater.  Very  little  fluid  was  found 
in  the  ventricles. 

Thorax. — The  pericardium  contained  the  usual  amount  of  serum,  and 
presented  no  appearance  of  disease. 

The  heart  was  large  and  flabby,  and  its  tissue  was  pallid  and  some- 
what softened.  The  cavities  generally  were  dilated  ;  the  parietes  of 
those  of  the  right  side  were  particularly  thin,  and  contained  some  fibrinous 
clots.  The  ostium  venosum  of  the  right  side  was  enlarged  to  such  a  de- 
gree that  it  could  not  have  been  closed  by  the  tricuspid  valve.  The  mi- 
tral valve  was  much  thickened  by  soft  fibrinous  yellow  deposit. 

The  arch  of  the  aorta  was  dilated,  and  had  some  small  patches  of 
atheromatous  matter  deposited  upon  its  internal  surface. 

The  left  lung  was  entirely  useless  for  the  purposes  of  respiration.  It 
was  contracted  to  a  very  great  degree,  and  occupied  but  a  small  space  in 
the  upper  portion  of  the  thorax,  where  it  was  firmly  bound  down  by  the 
adhesion  of  the  costal  and  pulmonary  pleura,  by  which  the  cavity  of  the 
pleura  was  entirely  destroyed.  The  congestion  of  the  lung  was  so  great 
that  it  appeared  dark  colored  and  solidified,  although  it  contained  suffi- 
cient air  to  make  it  float  in  water. 

The  right  lung,  which  was  unusually  large,  was  congested  and  adhe- 
rent to  the  walls  of  the  thorax  by  adventitious  bands  of  an  old  formation. 
The  cavity  of  the  pleura  contained  about  a  half  pint  of  bloody  fluid, 
probably  the  result  of  post-mortem  changes. 

These  adhesions  of  the  left  pleura,  and  the  contraction  of  the  left 
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lung,  were  produced  by  an  inflammatory  affection  of  these  organs,  which 
occurred  a  few  years  since. 

Abdomen. — The  spleen  was  enlarged  and  very  much  congested.  The 
tissue  was  so  soft  and  pulpy  that  it  readily  yielded  to  pressure  by  the 
finger. 

The  liver  was  natural.    The  alimentary  canal  was  not  examined. 

It  can  readily  be  understood  from  the  above  facts,  that  the  immediate 
cause  of  Dr.  Morton's  death  was  meningeal  apoplexy,  resulting  from  that 
disturbance  of  the  circulation  which  was  manifested  by  the  engorgement 
of  the  bloodvessels  of  the  brain  and  lungs,  but  which  was  produced  by  di- 
latation of  the  heart. — Philadelphia  Medical  Examiner. 


CASE  OF  A  MAN   BITTEN  BY  A  MAD  DOG. 

BY  L.   W.  TRASK,  M.D,,  OF  HIRAM,  OHIO. 

Mr.  VV.  E.  was  bitten  on  the  right  hand,  some  two  and  a  half  years 
since,  by  his  own  dog.  This  excited  considerable  surprise,  as  the  crea- 
ture had  been  uniformly  playful  and  affectionate.  Some  members  of  the 
family,  however,  had  noticed  that  the  dog  had  not  appeared  quite  as 
well  as  usual  for  a  few  days. 

The  next  morning,  contrary  to  his  usual  habits,  he  was  missing.  In 
the  course  of  the  day,  it  was  ascertained  that  he  had  been  busily  travel- 
ling during  the  night,  and  had  bitten  some  four  or  five  other  dogs.  He 
had,  by  this  time,  gone  several  miles  from  home,  and  exhibited  such 
plain  symptoms  of  hydrophobia,  that  he  had  been  killed.  As  there  was 
considerable  alarm  in  the  country  about  mad  dogs,  every  one  that  he  had 
bitten  was  either  killed  or  tied  up. 

Ten  days  after  he  had  been  bitten,  Mr.  W.  E.  presented  himself  to 
me  for  treatment.  I  carefully  considered  every  circumstance  connected 
with  the  case,  and  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  in  all  probability  he  had 
actually  been  bitten  by  a  rabid  animal. 

Upon  careful  examination,  there  appeared  to  be,  in  all,  five  wounds 
inflicted  by  the  dog's  teeth  ;  one  on  the  back  of  the  hand,  another  on 
the  palm,  and  three  on  the  fingers. 

I  excised,  as  thoroughly,  as  possible,  the  parts  in  and  around  each 
wound,  encouraged  bleeding  by  warm  applications,  and  applied  cupping 
glasses  wherever  it  was  practicable.  In  this  way  1  obtained  quite  a 
quantity  of  blood.  Next,  [  cleansed  the  wounds  carefully  with  tepid 
water,  and  put  into  them  a  strong  solution  of  nit.  argent.  I  then  filled 
them  with  lint  to  prevent  adhesion,  and  applied  stimulating  plasters,  di- 
rected my  patient  to  take  a  cathartic  of  salts  and  senna,  and  to  keep  quiet. 
He  got  along  very  comfortably — wounds  discharged  freely,  and  were 
kept  open,  by  the  constant  use  of  lint,  about  a  month. 

But  my  fears  for  him  were  very  much  increased,  when  I  heard  that 
the  dogs  that  had  been  secured,  had  shown  symptoms  of  hydrophobia, 
and  had  been  killed.  However,  after  six  weeks  had  elapsed,  and  my 
patient  continued  comfortable,  1  began  to  entertain  hopes  of  him,  which 
proved  to  be  well  founded  ;  for  he  has  experienced  no  bad  effects  what- 
ever from  the  bites  to  this  time. 
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It  will  readily  be  understood,  that  the  foregoing  treatment  is  not  origi- 
nal with  me ;  yet  the  fortunate  result  of  this  case  has  given  me  conside- 
rable confidence  in  it.  The  object  aimed  at,  as  every  one  will  see,  is  to 
remove  the  poison  from  the  wound  before  it  shall  be  absorbed  into  the 
general  system.  We  may  be  encouraged,  I  think,  to  practise  excision 
after  the  lapse  of  weeks,  if  no  bad  symptoms  have  come  on  ;  because 
the  poison  of  rabid  animals,  unlike  that  of  the  rattlesnake,  is  absorbed 
very  slowly.    But  the  sooner  the  operation  is  performed,  the  better. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  remark,  that  excision  and  the  application  of  the 
cupping-glass  will  be  found  equally  successful  in  bites  of  poisonous  snakes, 
if  practised  sufficiently  early.  But  in  this  case,  it  must  be  attended  to 
immediately. —  Ohio  Medical  and.  Surgical  Journal. 
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EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Greece  (continued). — The  territory  of  modern  Greece  is  of  about  the  di- 
mensions of  Massachusetts — with  a  population  of  not  far  from  one  million, 
and  an  annual  revenue  of  four  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  oppressed  with  a 
royal  family,  consisting  of  a  king  and  queen,  without  children.  His  ma- 
jesty is  hated,  if  people  speak  truly,  while  her  majesty  is  rather  popular. 
For  the  last  eight  months  the  king  has  been  in  Bavaria,  and  his  loving 
subjects  express  a  hope  that  he  will  never  return.  His  salary  is  only 
$160,000  per  annum  !  A  standing  army  is  kept  up,  of  between  8,000  and 
9,000  men,  which  is  of  no  earthly  use,  for  if  the  Turks  were  to  attempt  a 
blow,  they  could  eat  up  every  soldier  in  the  Greek  service  in  one  night. 
The  kingdom  depends  for  its  security  on  the  European  powers  exclusively. 
If,  therefore,  the  army  were  disbanded,  and  the  soldiers  employed  in  agri- 
culture, the  wealth  of  the  nation  would  increase  more  rapidly.  Athens 
looks  like  a  flourishing  town,  and  will  by  and  by  become  a  very  handsome 
one.  When  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hill,  an  American  missionary,  first  took  up  his 
residence  in  Greece,  24  years  ago,  not  an  edifice  of  modern  growth  had 
been  erected.  Coaches  are  driving  through  the  streets  actively,  and  if  there 
were  good  roads  to  the  country,  there  would  be  safe  intercourse  with  the 
interior — but  now  there  is  not.  Political  corruption  is  dominant,  and  the 
government  carries  all  elections  and  every  measure  by  the  over-awing  in- 
fluence of  soldiers  in  the  back  ground,  a, place  in  office,  or  a  position  for 
a  dangerous  individual  where  he  can  scrape  the  pot,  as  the  proverb  says, 
since  there  is  no  dish  so  clean  that  it  does  not  yield  a  taste  of  what  was  in 
it.  An  English  gentleman,  who  has  resided  fifteen  years  in  Athens, 
speaks  particularly  of  the  low  reputation  of  the  courts  of  law.  The  judges 
of  some  of  the  tribunals  have  a  salary  equal  to  S35  a  month,  and  are 
removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  king.  The  insecurity  of  their  office  is 
probably  one  cause  of  the  corruption  that  has  the  ascendancy.  Athens  is 
governed  by  a  corporation  of  a  mayor,  municipal  council,  &c.,  elected  by 
the  citizens.  A. more  complicated  kind  of  system  never  could  have  exist- 
ed, since  they  elect  electors,  whose  choice  must  be  approved  by  his  majesty, 
or  it  is  of  no  effect.    Three  mayors  are  annually  elected,  at  the  same 
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time,  whose  names  are  carried  up  to  the  throne,  and  if  Otho,  or  in  his 
absence  the  queen,  likes  the  list,  one  of  them  is  approved,  and  is  qualified. 
If  not,  then  there  is  an  opportunity  to  go  into  a  new  election  for  three  more. 

Athens  at  times  is  a  sickly  city,  and  will  continue  to  be  so  till  the  drain- 
age is  better  managed.  For  miles  round,  the  land  is  low  and  inclined  to 
be  marshy.  On  entering  the  plateau  from  the  Pira3us,  I  was  struck  with 
its  general  resemblance  to  that  of  Esdraelon,  and  Celo-Syria.  Their  geo- 
logical features  are  precisely  alike.  In  1850  the  mortality  of  Athens  was 
1384,  while  the  births  were  only  534,  in  a  population  of  26,000.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  present  year,  typhus  fever  has  been  quite  prevalent,  and 
many  deaths  occurred.  Slill,  with  these  facts  before  the  king — for  no  one 
does  or  thinks  here  without  his  slow,  cold,  Bavarian  consent — nothing  is 
done  to  better  the  public  health  by  filling  bogs,  and  draining  off  the  water 
from  marshy  places. — A  more  picturesque  national  costume  cannot  be  con- 
ceived than  the  modern  Grecian.  A  red  cap,  jauntingly  worn,  swayed  to 
one  side  by  a  heavy  silk  tassel ;  a  jacket  of^  all  colors,  covered  with  em- 
broidery— the  sleeves  open  to  the  shoulder;  a  kilt,  or  white  cotton  petti- 
coat, reaching  to  the  knees — often  containing  ten  yards;  red,  white,  and 
other  colored  stockings,  with  a  different  colored  wide  garter  outside ;  red 
shoes,  and  a  silk  scarf  wound  several  times  tightly  round  the  body,  make 
up  the  essentials  of  a  court  or  gentleman's  dress.  In  consequence  of 
swathing  the  abdomen  so  tightly  as  is  the  custom  of  the  country,  more 
people  are  said  to  be  ruptured  in  Greece  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world. — A  stranger  is  struck  with  the  universal  buz  of  honey  bees  about 
Athens.  Very  little  of  the  excellent  land  is  under  cultivation — and  conse- 
quently weeds,  and  especially  those  which  yield  something  for  the  bees, 
are  prevalent,  and  hence  their  multiplication.  Mount  Hymettus,  east  of  the 
Acropolis,  was  celebrated  in  ancient  times  for  its  excellent  honey.  An  ex- 
cursion to  the  quarries  on  Mt.  Pentelicus,  where  the  marble  for  all  the  past 
and  present  buildings  of  Athens  and  its  environs  was  procured,  shows  the 
astonishing  industry  of  the  people  in  past  ages.  The  plain  of  Marathon, 
the  plain  and  region  about  Sunium;  the  bay  of  Salamis,  Elusis,  and  the 
theatre  of  the  Elusinian  mysteries,  are  each  and  all  of  them  points  of  in- 
tense interest  in  the  history  of  civilization  and  classical  literature.  I  vi- 
sited the  palace  thoroughly,  and  although  an  unmeaning  and  ungraceful 
excrescence  of  marble,  brick  and  mortar,  it  has  some  splendid  state  apart- 
ments within.  It  is  too  low  studded,  and  the  defect  runs  through  the 
whole  interior.  The  throne-room  is  very  beautiful,  without  being  over- 
done. On  my  way  up  the  avenue,  I  saw  the  queen  step  on  the  hand  of 
her  groom,  who  raised  her  in  a  twinkling  to  the  saddle  of  a  spirited  horse, 
and  away  cantered  her  little  majesty,  followed  by  a  retinue  of  laced  coats 
*and  other  appendages  of  the  household. 

Of  the  progress  of  education  in  Greece,  the  school  system,  the  public 
morals,  amusements,  &c.,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  write  much  upon  them 
at  present.  I  am  making  diligent  inquiries,  and  through  the  kindness  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hill,  and  other  gentlemen  of  intelligence  and  reliability, 
shall  no  doubt  gather  up  some  valuable  information,  illustrative  of  the  true 
condition  of  modern  Greece.  Amusing  anecdotes  are  related  of  the  king. 
His  leading  ambition  seems  to  be,  to  be  thought  an  universal  genius  and 
profoundly  wise  in  every  thing;  yet  so  despotic  and  self-willed  is  he,  that 
no  one  must  act  or  think  without  his  special  royal  permission.  The  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  in  its  various  departments,  has  suffered 
through  the  king's  delays,  and  want  of  decision.    About  a  year  since,  an 
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t  officer  of  some  distinction,  stationed  on  the  island  of  Negropont,  being  re- 
duced very  low  in  health,  petitioned  his  superior  for  leave  of  absence. 
The  latter  could  do  nothing  till  it  was  laid  before  his  majesty.  When  the 
request  came  up,  instead  of  answering  promptly  one  way  or  the  other,  he 
laid  by  the  paper  for  consideration.  After  a  long  while  his  mind  was 
made  up,  and  he  graciously  granted  the  poor  sick  officer's  request ;  but 
unfortunately,  when  word  reached  the  island,  the  petitioner  had  been  dead 
three  months  !  At  one  time  a  basket  of  charcoal  could  not  be  purchased 
for  government  use,  till  the  order  had  been  submitted  to  his  all-wise  exa- 
mination. The  physicians  of  Athens,  some  lime  since,  concluded  to  pub- 
lish a  pharmacopoeia  of  their  own,  which  was  prepared  by  a  committee, 
the  chairman  of  which  was  the  present  professor  of  chemistry  in  the  Uni- 
versity. It  being  a  law,  however,  that  no  work  shall  go  to  pres3  till  the 
manuscript  is  submitted  to  the  government,  the  sheets,  scrawled  olf  and 
abounding  in  apothecary  signs  and  measures,  were  necessarily  handed  to 
the  bureau,  without  the  least  expectation  of  their  being  detained  an  hour. 
To  the  confusion  of  the  committee,  however,  Otho  took  it  into  his  head 
that  he  must  hear  it  all  read,  it  was  so  important.  The  professor  was  sent 
for,  and  the  king,  with  pencil  in  hand,  indicated  his  views,  as  the  former 
waded  through  an  ocean  of  sentences  unintelligible  to  the  muddy  brain  of 
this  German  blockhead.  Six  entire  weeks  were  consumed  before  the  in- 
spection was  completed — the  silly  fool  having  listened  for  hours  in  suc- 
cession to  words  and  ideas  which  he  could  not  comprehend. 

Near  the  base  of  the  Acropolis,  is  the  philanthropic  mission  school  es- 
tablished by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hill  and  his  lady,  which  is  exerting  a  good  in- 
fluence on  the  moral  and  intellectual  condition  of  the  native  inhabitants. 
The  little  children  are  taught  Ensflish,  while  they  are  instructed  in  every 
useful  branch  of  knowledge  in  the  Greek  language.  Their  system  is  ad- 
mirable;  and  from  the  happy  results  already  realized,  the  effects,  that  the 
diffusion  of  the  first  principles  in  morals,  Christianity,  and  science,  is  to 
exert  on  the  future  destiny  of  this  resuscitated  country,  are  incalculable. 
The  building  is  located  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  ancient  Agora,  or 
market.  In  digging  for  a  foundation  they  came  to  the  original  marble 
floor  of  that  building,  and  the  steps  by  which  one  now  ascends  to  the  front 
door  of  the  mission  school  are  those  identical  stones,  and  were  perhaps 
trodden  upon  by  St.  Paul,  on  his  way  to  the  Areopagus  near  by.  Marble 
columns  were  also  found,  standing  in  their  original  position,  which  had 
been  covered  for  ages  by  the  accumulated  rubbish  of  two  or  three  cities, 
built  one  upon  the  other.  For  a  quarter  of  a  mile  N.  W.  and  N.  E.  of 
the  Acropolis,  quite  up  to  its  perpendicular  sides,  the  earth  has  been  filled 
in  to  the  depth  of  twenty  feet.  No  matter  where  an  excavation  is  made, 
marble,  wrought  into  some  form  of  beauty,  is  sure  to  come  up.  Mr.  Hill" 
actually  found  the  public  oil  measures;  and  I  examined  one  of  the  omars, 
or  public  measures  for  wheat.  He  presented  me  with  an  immense  mar- 
ble sarcophagus,  with  bull's  heads,  ram's  heads,  and  a  bold,  heavy  chain- 
work  on  the  sides  in  relief,  which  must  have  been  superb  in  its  day.  The 
length  is  about  seven  feet,  by  three  wide  and  three  high,  weighing  a  ton 
and  a  half,  if  not  more.  It  refers  to  a  remote  antiquity,  and  may  have 
contained  the  body  of  Euripides,  Pisistratus,  or  Aristides  the  Just.  In 
passing  on  the  back  of  the  palace  garden,  the  other  day,  the  workmen  were 
opening  a  trench,  in  which  some  elegantly  wrought  blocks  belonging  to 
immensely  large  fluted  columns,  were  exposed,  where  they  may  have  been 
covered,  for  aught  any  one  knows  to  the  contrary,  twenty-five  centuries. 
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Cod  Liver  Oil. — As  has  been  often  remarked,  and  as  every  one  well 
knows,  there  is  much  of  the  substance  purporting  to  be  pure  cod  liver 
oil,  which  is  offered  for  sale,  that  is  not  genuine.  Within  the  last  two 
years,  we  have  been  called  upon  to  examine  many  samples  of  what  pur- 
ported to  be  cod  liver  oil,  some  of  which  did  not  furnish  evidence  of  coming 
from  cods'  livers,  but  were  rich  in  lard,  in  seal,  whale  and  other  oils.  Adul- 
teration, and  substitution  of  other  oils  for  that  of  the  genuine  cod  liver,  has 
been  practised  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  imagined.  Many  of  our  respect- 
able druggists  and  apothecaries,  in  consequence,  have  been  obliged  to  man- 
ufacture their  oil  from  the  fresh  livers.  But  even  then,  they  may  be  im- 
posed upon,  by  the  substitution  of  other  livers  for  those  of  the  cod,  which 
has  been  known  to  have  been  done  in  several  instances.  To  obviate  all 
these  difficulties,  Mr.  Burnett,  the  well-known  apothecary  in  Tremont  Row, 
in  this  city,  informs  us  that  he  has  a  vessel  constantly  in  commission  at 
Newfoundland  or  Labrador,  with  a  crew  who  are  engaged  in  the  cod  fish- 
eries, in  order  to  prepare  the  oil  especially  for  him.  An  experienced  person 
is  on  board,  who  manufactures  the  oil  from  the  livers  of  the  fish  soon  after 
they  are  taken  out.  Barrels  of  the  oil  thus  obtained  are  sent  to  Mr.  Bur- 
nett, as  opportunity  may  present,  the  vessel  remaining  for  several  months 
on  the  fishing  grounds.  We  have  seen  a  sample  of  it  that  was  really 
beautiful  looking,  presenting  all  the  evidence  of  purity.  To  those  who  use 
this  therapeutic  agent,  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  have  an  article 
that  may  be  relied  on,  and  we  take  much  pleasure  in  recommending  such 
as  has  been  exhibited  to  us  by  Mr.  Burnett. 


Hospital  for  Inebriates. — A  hospital  for  the  custody  and  treatment  of  ine- 
briates, is  very  much  needed  in  this  State.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  if 
one  was  established,  and  properly  appointed,  much  good  would  result 
from  it.  It  is  well  known  that  there  are  many  persons,  who  possess  such 
a  hankering  for  alcoholic  drinks,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  them  to 
resist  the  temptation  to  indulgence  when  such  drinks  can  be  procured, 
Now  it  is  to  these  individuals  that  a  retired  hospital  would  be  of  essential 
service  ;  for  such  appetite  is  a  disease,  ox  it  produces  one,  and  often  requires 
medical  as  well  as  moral  treatment  for  its  cure.  Our  insane  asylums 
have  many  such  cases,  and  the  greatest  benefits  have  been  derived  by  the 
temporary  confinement  and  other  treatment  which  such  patients  are  there 
subjected  to  ;  yet  it  is  not  the  proper  place  for  them,  after  all.  If  some  of 
our  medical  friends  would  undertake  to  establish  a  private  hospital  of  the 
kind  referred  to,  we  have  no  doubt  they  would  be  fully  remunerated  for  the 
outlay  in  a  very  short  time. 


Dr.  Bird  on  Urinary  Deposits. — Messrs.  Blanch ard  &  Lea,  of  Phila- 
delphia, have  just  issued  a  second  edition  of  Dr.  Golding  Bird's  excellent 
treatise  on  urinary  deposits.  Dr.  Bird's  researches  have  been  very  exten- 
sive in  this  department  of  pathology,  and  we  consider  his  last  work  un- 
equalled, and  can,  with  the  greatest  confidence,  recommend  it  to  the  pro- 
fession, as  one  well  calculated  to  assist  them  in  their  investigation  of  mor- 
bific urine,  or  the  diagnosis,  pathology  and  treatment  of  urinary  deposits 
generally.    Ticknor  &  Co.  have  it  for  sale. 


The  newly  discovered  Deoderizer. — Mention  was  made,  in  a  previous 
number  of  the  Journal,  of  a  newly  discovered  substance,  possessing  the 
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property  of  rendering  fetid  matter  inodorous.  At  that  time,  sufficient  op- 
portunity had  not  been  afforded  to  test  fully  its  merits,  and  we  were  unwil- 
ling to  commit  ourselves  until  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  would  accomplish 
all  that  it  was  represented  to  do.  Since  then,  we  have  given  it  a  fair  trial 
upon  matter  which  was  most  offensive  to  the  olfactories,  and  must  say  that 
the  result  was  both  satisfactory  and  astonishing.  Any  putrid  decomposed 
animal  or  vegetable  matter,  placed  in  contact  with  this  new  agent,  was,  in 
a  very  short  time,  rendered  perfectly  inodorous.  We  take  much  pleasure 
in  testifying  to  its  merits,  and  trust  it  will  prove  as  satisfactory  in  experi- 
ments by  others  as  it  has  in  the  few  by  ourselves.  To  Dr.  J.  D.  Buzzell, 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  company  who  prepare  it,  we  are  indebted  for 
much  useful  and  interesting  matter  relative  to  its  discovery  and  manufac- 
ture, some  of  which  we  shall  at  an  early  day  lay  before  our  readers.  It 
would  be  well  if  the  Boards  of  Health  of  large  towns  and  cities  should  ex- 
amine, for  themselves,  this  new  agent,  and  give  the  report  of  their  investi- 
gation to  the  public.  There  cannot  be  too  much  done  for  the  preservation 
of  the  health  and  lives  of  our  citizens,  and  those  who  by  their  researches 
promote  the  one,  and  prolong  the  other,  may  be  considered  benefactors  of 
the  race,  and  richly  merit  a  reward  for  their  labors.  This  deodorizer  is 
manufactured  by  the  Great  Pond  Mining  Company,  Cape  Elizabeth,  near 
Portland,  Maine,  and  is  offered  at  a  very  low  price,  in  order  to  induce  the 
public  to  make  trial  of  its  remarkable  properties. 


Gutta  Percha  Water  Pipes  and  Speaking  Tubes. — We  have  been  shown 
a  very  fine  specimen  of  gutta  percha  tubing,  which  came  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  Mr.  Charles  Siodder,  of  this  city.  It  is  said  that  this  article 
is  not  acted  on  by  the  strongest  acids  or  alkalies,  and  therefore  may  be 
considered  almost  indestructible.  In  consequence  of  its  resisting  the  action 
of  such  substances,  it  has  been  applied  to  many  uses  in  the  arts,  agriculture, 
and  manufactures,  and  especially  for  tubing  for  the  conveyance  of  water  or 
other  liquids  used  for  culinary  purposes.  It  is  a  very  good  substitute  for 
lead  pipe,  and  to  those  who  have  any  fears  that  lead  pipe  exerts  injurious 
influence  on  water  that  passes  through  it,  it  will  be  very  acceptable,  inas- 
much as  it  will  fully  answer  their  purpose. 


Disgusting  Remedies. — If  our  homoeopathic  friends  are  in  the  habit  of 
using  in  their  practice  such  disgusting  and  absurd  remedies  as  are  recom- 
mended in  Jahr's  PharmacopoBia,  the  sooner  a  line  of  distinction  is  drawn 
between  them  and  the  regular  practitioners,  the  better.  We  know  not 
whether  any  of  Hahnemann's  disciples  have  demonstrated,  on  scientific 
principles,  the  action  or  properties  of  such  remedies.  They  certainly  bring 
to  mind  the  absurd  ingredients  used  in  the  old  treacle  of  Andromichus. 
The  following,  from  the  London  "  Institute"  of  Jan.  5th,  1851,  will  present 
the  matter  to  our  readers. 

"  Jahr's  Nouvelle  Pharmacopee  HomoRopathiqiie,  published  at  Paris  in 
1841,  contains,  in  the  list  of  materia  medica,  various  disgusting  absurdities, 
among  which  are  lachesis,  the  poison  of  the  rattlesnake  ;  formica  rufa,  the 
red  ant ;  aradea  diadema,  a  species  of  spider  ;  ra7ia  hnfo,  the  toad  ;  lacerta 
agilis,  the  lizard;  scarabceus  melolontha^  the  cockchafer;  viverra  putorius, 
stinking  polecat,  of  which  the  officinal  part  is  the  fetid  secretion  from  the 
glands  near  the  anus.  The  tcrivisses,  or  fresh-water  crabs,  are  directed  to 
be  pounded  alive  in  a  mortar  until  reduced  to  a  fine  paste.    This  is  diluted 
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with  about  twice  its  volume  of  alcohol,  then  strained,  and  the  liquor  pre- 
served for  dilution  in  the  usual  way.  Toads,  lizards,  cockchafers,  and 
other  reptiles  and  insects,  are  brayed  (alive)  in  the  same  manner! 

"  We  also  learn  from  a  contemporary  that  to  such  an  extent  is  the  doc- 
trine ^mi/z'a  similibus  c//7*a7z??^r  carried,  that  'syphiline'  is  administered 
to  patients  suffcrini^  under  secondary  syphilis ;  and  '  blennorrhin,'  which 
is  gonorrhceal  matter  manipulated  according  to  the  rules  of  homoeopathic 
confectionery,  is  mentioned  in  the  Homoeopathic  Archives  (published  at 
Leipsic,  1841)  as  a  remedy  for  gonorrhoea  and  gleet!  " 


On  the  Employment  of  Impermeable  Varnishes  in  Visceral  Inflamma- 
tions.— M.  Robert  Latour  stated,  that  it  was  some  months  since  he  had 
submitted  to  the  Academy  his  treatment  of  inflammatory  disease  by  cover- 
ing the  surface  with  impermeable  varnish.  Since  that  period,  M.  Latour 
has  treated  cases  of  ovaritis,  and  of  peritonitis,  with  a  success  beyond  that 
attending  any  other  plan.  A  case  of  peritonitis  was  related  in  which  the 
whole  abdomen  having  been  covered  with  a  coating  of  collodion,  the  symp- 
toms rapidly  subsided. — Acad.  Med.  Paris — London  Med.  Gaz. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  Dr.  McConnell,  it  is  said,  has  applied  for  a  pa- 
tent for  the  manufacture  of  gas  from  pine  wood. — Dr.  Barrett,  of  Middle- 
town,  Ct.,  communicates  to  the  public  the  fact  that  a  perfectly  defined  kan- 
garoo has  been  discovered  in  the  Portland  free  stone  quarry.  The  animal 
was  about  four  feet  long.  The  broadest  part  of  the  figure  behind  is  9.J 
inches.  —  Some  considerable  number  of  cases  of  smallpox  are  in  this  city 
and  neighboring  tov.ms.  We  learn  that  it  is  also  quite  prevalent  in  Maine. 
— The  daughter  of  Dr.  A.  I.  Cummings,  of  Roxbury,  four  years  old,  was 
most  inhumanly  killed,  last  week,  by  a  man  who  had  applied  to  the  doctor 
for  professional  advice  and  assistance.  It  is  supposed  the  man  labored 
under  some  aberration  of  mind,  as  there  was  no  cause  that  could  be  assigned 
for  the  deed,  and  he  almost  immediately  killed  himself. — The  cholera  at 
Paducah,  Ky.,  is  on  the  increase  and  quite  fatal  in  its  attacks.  Dr.  New- 
ton Lane,  formerly  of  Louisville,  has  died  of  the  disease. — The  one  hun- 
dredth anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  was  com- 
memorated recently  by  an  address  from  Dr.  George  B.  Wood.  The  idea 
of  this  institution  originated  with  Dr.  Thomas  Bond  in  1750. 


Suffolk  District  Medical  Society  — Subject  for  discussion  at  the  meeting,  on  the  last  Wednesday 
in  June,  "  The  Treatment  of  the  Convulsions  of  Children." 


To  CoRRKSPONDKNTS. — Dr.  Ayer's  case  of  Apoplexy  of  the  Lungs,  and  Dr.  Parsons's  case  of 
Aneurism,  have  been  received. 


Married,— At  New  York,  Samuel  A.  Fisk,  M  D.,  of  Northampton,  31ass.,  to  Harriet  B., 
daughter  of  the  lale  Jacob  Bininger,  of  N.  Y. — At  Philadelphia,  5th  insl.,  Thomas  J.  Griffiths, 
W.D.,  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  Agnes  E.,  second  daughter  of  Wm.  F.  Murphy,  of  Philadelphia. 


Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  endiiifj  Saturday  noon,  June  14,  Gl. — Males,  38 — females,  23. 
Accidental,  1 — disease  of  bowels,  1 — inflammation  of  bowels,  1 — consumption,  G — convulsions,  4 — 
cancer,  1 — canker,  1 — cyanosis,  1 — dysentery,  1 — drowned,  1 — dropsy,  2 — dropsy  of  the  brain,  2 — 
diabetes,  1 — erysipelas,  2 — exhaustion,  1 — typhus  fever,  3 — lung  lever,  2 — brain  fever.  1 — intem- 
perance, 1 — infantile,  7 — disease  of  the  liver,  2 — inflammation  of  ihe  lungs.  3 — marasmus,  b — 
measles,  2 — old  age,  1 — pleurisy,  1 — smallpox,  b — ulcer,  1 — worms,  1. 

Under  5  years,  22 — between  5  and  20  years.  J 2— between  20  and  40  years,  11 — between  40 
and  60  years,  11 — over  GO  years,  5.    Americans,  25  ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  36. 

The  above  includes  10  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 
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The  Norfolk  District  Medical  Society. — The  Norfolk  District  Medical 
Society  held  its  annual  meeting  at  Dedham,  on  the  14th  of  May,  for  the 
choice  of  officers,  &c. 

The  following  officers  were  unanimously  elected  : — Dr.  Jeremy  Stim- 
son,  of  Dedham,  President.  Dr.  Appleton  Howe,  Weymouth,  Vice  Presi- 
dent. Dr.  Edward  Jarvis,  Dorchester,  Secretary.  Dr.  Danforlh  P.  Wight, 
Dedham,  Treasurer.  Dr.  Lemuel  Dickerman,  Medfield,  Lihrariaii.  Drs. 
Ebenezer  Stone,  Walpole  ;  Henry  Bartlett,  Roxbury,  Committee  of  Super- 
vision. Drs.  Ebenezer  Alden,  Randolph  ;  Ebenezer  Stone,  Walpole  ;  Henry 
Bartlett,  Roxbury,  Censors.  Drs.  Henry  Bartlett,  Roxbury  ;  Ebenezer  Stone, 
Walpole  ;  Ebenezer  Woodward,  Quincy,  ;  Jonathan  Ware,  Milton  ;  Simeon 
Tucker,  Stoughton  ;  Danforth  P.  Wight,  Dedham  ;  Benjamin  Mann, 
Foxborough  ;  Edward  Jarvis,  Dorchester,  Counsellors. 

The  Society  voted  that  the  Censors  meet  at  Roxbury  on  the  Tuesday 
next  preceding  the  first  Wednesday  of  October,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.  Dr. 
Jarvis  read  his  address  "  On  the  Causes  of  Insanity,"  which  the  Society 
voted  to  print  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Dr.  Ebenezer  Alden  was  appointed  to  deliver  the  address  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  May,  1852.  The  Society  voted  to  have  a  free  and  general 
discussion  upon  the  autumnal  diseases,  at  the  next  meeting,  on  the  2d 
Wednesday  of  November,  1851. 

The  meeting  was  very  full,  and  the  members  of  thie  Society  seemed  to 
be  glad  of  this  opportunity  of  coming  together,  and  after  a  public  din- 
ner they  adjourned  to  meet  again  in  November. 

Complete  Intestinal  Obstruction.  By  Mr.  Josiah  Clarkson,  of  Birming- 
ham.— The  impediment  arose  from  disease  of  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the 
colon  and  the  rectum,  and  the  descending  colon  was  opened  in  the  loin 
successfully.  The  patient  was  a  robust  young  girl,  aged  21.  After  the 
usual  medical  treatment  had  failed,  twelve  days  having  elapsed  without 
any  evacuation  from  the  bowels,  Amussat's  operation  was  performed  in  the 
usual  manner.  Mr.  Clarkson  gives  the  following  practical  directions  for 
ascertaining  the  spot  where  the  bowel  is  to  be  found : 

"Two  fingers'  breadth  above  the  crest  of  the  ilium,  and  midway  between 
the  anterior  and  posterior  superior  spinous  processes  of  the  same  bone,  is 
the  spot  beneath  which  the  intestine  will  generally  be  found.  This  mode 
of  finding  the  exact  situation  was  first  pointed  out  to  me  by  Mr.  Hodgson, 
at  the  time  of  the  operation ;  and  since  then  I  have  frequently  proved  its 
accuracy  on  the  dead  subject." 

The  patient  recovered,  with  an  artificial  anus,  the  only  annoyance  being 
the  tendency  of  the  orifice  to  contract  and  block  up  the  passage,  as  usually 
happens  in  these  cases.  This,  in  spite  of  all  the  means  that  could  be 
used,  eventually  caused  her  death,  nearly  fourteen  months  after  the  opera- 
tion. On  post-mortem  examination,  the  obstruction,  which  existed  about 
six  inches  Irom  the  lower  termination  of  the  rectum,  and  on  a  level  with 
the  fundus  of  the  uterus,  was  found  to  be  caused  by  a  dense  cartilaginous 
substance  which  surrounded  the  intestine  in  this  spot,  and  completely  ob- 
literated its  canal. — Dublin  Medical  Journal. 


Medical  Department  of  Iowa  University. — The  legislature  of  Iowa  has 
formally  incorporated  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  as  part  and 
parcel  of  the  University  ;  and  what  is  more  worty  of  note,  has  made  the 
diploma  of  said  college  a  licence  to  practice  in  the  State. 
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DILATATION  OF  BOTH  AURICLES,  WITH  APOPLEXY  OF  THE  LUNGS. 

BY  JAMES  AYER,  M.D.,  BOSTON. 
ICommiinicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJournal.J 

The  case  of  Mrs.  S  ,  wife  of  a  clergyman  of  this  city,  aet.  42 

years,  recently  deceased,  presents  several  interesting  features.  For  five 
years  past,  the  period  of  my  acquaintance  with  her,  her  health  has  been 
feeble.  Previously,  Dr.  Gould  informs  me  he  had  attended  her  in  re- 
peated attacks  of  severe  illness  ;  and  once  or  more,  when  recovery  ap- 
peared improbable.  The  severest  of  these  was  after  confinement,  about 
twelve  years  ago  ;  and  at  another  time,  when  she  aborted.  For  years 
she  has  been  troubled  with  asthmatic  breathing,  always  aggravated  by 
exercise.  Her  temperament  was  bilio-nervous  ;  and  her  nervous  system 
had  become  irritable  and  excessively  enfeebled.  Several  years  ago  she 
suffered  considerably  from  anasarca,  and  was  operated  on  for  ascites. 
Indeed,  during  my  acquaintance  with  her,  her  complaints  were  so 
chronic  and  diverse,  that  she  entertained  the  conviction  that  medical 
treatment  could  benefit  her  but  little ;  so  I  rarely  prescribed  in  the  case, 
except  when  she  had  "  ill  turns,"  usually  induced  by  fatigue  or  mental 
excitement.  I  mention  this,  by  way  of  apology,  for  the  imperfections 
which  may  be  noticed  in  the  history  of  the  case. 

Her  countenance  was  pale  and  ancemic  ;  the  heart's  action  always 
irregular,  the  pulse  variable  and  occasionally  intermittent — the  lips,  at 
times,  suddenly  changing  from  extreme  paleness  to  a  purple  hue.  Yet, 
with  an  ambition  beyond  her  strength,  she  attended,  all  this  time,  to 
her  household  duties,  and  accomplished  much  labor,  rarely  complain- 
ing, except  when  compelled  to  relinquish  her  accustomed  cares.  When 
suffering  from  special  illness,  the  morbid  symptoms  took  on  a  violent,  and, 
apparently,  alarming  character ;  but  always  subsided  with  equal  rapidity 
and  safety.  The  violence  of  the  symptoms  seemed  disproportioned  to 
the  length  of  the  attack.  Her  sudden  turns  of  sickness  were  always 
relieved  by  stimulants  and  antispasmodics  ;  the  head  and  shoulders  being 
placed  in  an  elevated  position. 

Two  years  since,  I  made  a  careful  examination  of  the  chest.  The 
patient  was  then  laboring  under  cough,  induced  by  atmospheric  changes. 
The  action  of  the  heart  was  very  irregular,  and  unnaturally  strong.  But 
neither  bellows  murmur,  or  friction  sound,  or  any  special  physical  signs 
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of  organic  change,  were  detected.  The  pulse  occasionally  intermitted. 
The  left  lung,  over  Its  lower  half,  exhibited  some  degree  of  dulness  ;  and 
the  mucous  rale  was  distinct.   The  right  lung  appeared  perfectly  healthy. 

Rheumatic  pains  of  the  different  joints  had  afflicted  her  for  years, 
aggravated  by  east  winds  and  damp  weather  ;  leucorrhoea,  at  times  ex- 
cessive, had  also  debilitated  her.  Two  months  before  death  the  cata- 
raenia,  which  had  previously  been  irregular,  became  frequent  and  pro- 
fuse. This  change  was  attributed  to  the  approach  of  the  climacteric  pe- 
riod. During  the  past  spring  she  had  complained  much  of  darting  pains 
through  the  limbs  and  body,  simulating  neuralgia.  Her  appetite  was 
ever  capricious,  tongue  usually  loaded  with  bilious  coat,  bowels  costive 
and  always  flatulent.  Her  spirits,  under  this  accumulation  of  suffering, 
were  surprisingly  cheerful. 

For  three  or  four  days  before  the  fatal  attack,  she  had  been  laboring 
under  an  unusual  amount  of  excitement  and  fatigue.  At  about  1 1 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  Saturday,  May  Hth,  while  engaged  in  some  domestic 
employment,  she  suddenly  fell  on  the  floor,  exclaiming  "  I  am  dying." 
Being  engaged  at  the  time  in  a  professional  visit,  I  arrived  in  half  an 
hour  after  ;  the  patient  was  entirely  unconscious,  extremely  pale,  pulse 
small  and  quick,  but  variable — body  and  extremities  very  cold,  and 
head  moderately  so.  Sinapisms  were  ordered  to  the  stomach  and  feet, 
and  bottles  of  hot  water  to  the  body  and  extremities.  R.  jEther. 
sulph.,  tr.  camph.,  aa  5  ij.  ;  spts.  lavender  c,  5  iv.  ;  tr.valerian,  §  j.  M.  in 
teaspoonful  doses,  was  given  every  fifteen  minutes.  About  1  o'clock,  or 
two  hours  from  the  access,  re-action  began  to  take  place.  The  medicine 
was  discontinued,  and  warm  applications  continued  only  till  the  pulse 
became  full.  An  enema  produced  a  free  dejection.  At  2  o'clock  the 
pulse  was  very  full  and  tense,  the  head  hot,  with  distension  of  temporal 
veins.  Ice  was  applied  to  the  entire  head,  and  eight  leeches  to  the 
temples  ;  though  the  best  Swedish,  they  took  very  unwillingly,  part 
dropping  when  partially  filled,  requiring  re-application.  The  lips  and 
cheeks  were  dark  purple  ;  the  breathing  laborious,  but  no  stertor ;  pulse 
ranging  from  68  to  75  per  minute  ;  attempts  at  vomiting,  but  little 
thrown  up,  attended  with  almost  perfect  asphyxia — the  lips  and  cheeks, 
at  such  efforts,  almost  perfectly  black.  The  arms  and  hands  became 
partially  flexed  and  rigid.  At  5  o'clock,  it  was  with  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty she  could  swallow  ;  and  farther  medication  became  impracticable. 
The  pulse,  all  the  time,  were  exceedingly  variable — but  never  below 
the  natural  standard  in  frequency. 

During  the  afternoon  and  evening  I  was  favored  with  the  advice  of 
Drs.  Buck  and  Gould,  of  this  city,  in  consultation.  As  eariy  as  9 
o'clock,  in  the  evening,  a  fatal  termination  seemed  unavoidable ;  and  the 
only  prescription  after  that  hour  was — R.  Mistur.  assafiEtidae,  §  ij.,  by 
enema.  She  continued  till  twenty-five  minutes  past  4  o'clock  the  next 
morning,  with  but  little  change  except  gradual  sinking,  and  died  without 
a  struggle. 

A  remark,  perhaps,  is  necessary  in  reference  to  the  omission  of  vene- 
section, after  re-action  had  occurred.  The  patient  had  been  anaemic 
for  years  ;  and  at  ordinary  times  the  abstraction  of  blood  would  have  pro- 
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duced  serious  injury.  The  application  of  eight  leeches,  I  judged  suffi- 
cient under  the  circumstances  ;  an  opinion,  in  which,  I  was  happy  to 
find,  the  consulting  physicians  fully  concurred. 

Dr.  F.  S.  Ainsworth,  of  Harvard  Medical  College,  at  my  request, 
made  the  autopsy,  and  has  kindly  furnished  me  the  following  notes  for 
publication. 

"On  Sunday,  May  1 8th,  at  3 J-  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  eleven  hours  after 
death,  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Ayer,  and  in  presence  of  Drs.  Ezra  and  E. 
D.  G.  Palmer,  I  made  an  autopsy  on  the  body  of  Mrs.  S.  The  body 
was  considerably  emaciated,  the  lower  extremities  slightly  oedematous, 
and  the  skin  of  natural  color.  Laying  open  the  cavities  of  the  chest 
and  abdomen,  the  organs  contained  in  them  were  found  in  their  natural 
position  and  relation.  Opening  the  pericardium,  it  was  found  to  contain 
about  the  usual  quantity  of  serous  fluid.  The  heart,  on  its  posterior  sur- 
face, was  covered  with  rough  substance,  like  cartilage  ;  it  was  not  adhe- 
rent to  the  pericardium,  nor  did  the  latter  exhibit  any  traces  of  inflamma- 
tion. The  right  auricle  was  dilated  to  four  or  five  times  its  normal  size 
— the  walls  so  thin  as  to  allow  the  venous  blood,  in  some  places,  to 
show  through.  It  was  distended  with  blood,  and  formed  a  sac  which 
extended  between  the  right  ventricle  and  the  pericardium,  as  far  down 
as  the  point  of  the  heart — pushing  that  organ  to  the  left.  The  ascend- 
ing cava  was  distended  with  imperfectly-coagulated  blood,  and  entered 
the  auricle  on  its  posterior  surface,  nearly  an  inch  lower  than  in  the  nor- 
mal state.  The  descending  cava  was  likewise  distended  with  partial 
coagulum  ;  the  direction  of  these  two  vessels  was  altered  by  the  dilata- 
tion of  the  auricle,  in  such  a  way  that  the  two  columns  of  venous  blood 
seemed  to  be  directed  nearly  against  each  other,  instead  of  towards  the 
inter-auricular  septum  and  the  tricuspid  valves.  On  opening  the  auricle 
and  clearing  out  the  coagula,  the  walls  did  not  contract,  but  remained 
distended.  The  tricuspid  valves  were  thickened  and  opaque  throughout 
their  whole  extent — there  were  no  points  of  ossification  about  the  edges. 
The  right  ventricle  was  slightly  dilated  ;  no  change  was  apparent  either 
in  the  chordae  tendinae  or  columnse  carneae  ;  the  semilunar  valves  of  the 
pulmonary  artery  were  perfectly  free  from  disease.  The  cavity  of  the 
left  auricle  was  dilated  to  about  twice  its  natural  size — the  walls  were 
thinner  than  usual.  The  mitral  valve  presented  the  same  thickened, 
opaque  and  cartilaginous  appearance  as  the  tricuspid  valves.  The  walls 
of  the  left  ventricle  were  somewhat,  though  not  remarkably,  thickened ; 
the  semilunar  valves  of  the  aorta,  and  coronary  arteries,  were  in  a  per- 
fectly healthy  condition. 

In  the  lower  lobe  of  the  left,  and  in  the  lower  and  middle  lobes  of 
the  right  lung,  were  spots  of  a  circular  or  elliptical  form,  varying  in  size 
from  an  almond  to  an  egg — scattered  and  surrounded  by  healthy  pul- 
monary tissue.  These  spots  were  somewhat  darker  in  color  than  in  the 
first  stage  of  hepatization  ;  they  were  solid  and  not  crepitant.  Their 
consistence  was  not  perceptibly  softer  than  the  pulmonary  tissue  sur- 
rounding them.  The  line  of  demarcation  was  perfectly  perceptible 
between  them  and  the  healthy  portions.  Scratching  them  with  a  scal- 
pel, they  yielded  freely  dark-colored  blood.    There  was  no  appearance 
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of  a  centre,  where  the  substance  of  the  lung  was  destroyed.  The 
large  bronchi  leading  through  them  were  filled  with  sanguinolent  mucus. 

The  viscera  of  the  abdomen  appeared  to  be  normal  in  size  and  con- 
sistence. The  uterus  and  its  appendages  were  in  their  natural  position 
and  relation  ;  the  former  somewhat  enlarged,  but  not  more  than  is  com- 
mon in  women  who  have  borne  children  ;  its  cavity  was  coated  with  a 
viscid,  bloody  fluid.  There  were  no  appearances  of  peritoneal  adhesions, 
or  inflammation. 

The  brain  and  its  membranes  seemed  healthy.  There  was  a  degree 
of  congestion  in  the  veins  of  the  pia  mater,  but  not  more  than  is  com- 
monly met  with  in  cases  of  sudden  death  from  obstructions  of  the 
circulation. 

It  is  known  that  dilatation  of  the  auricles,  particularly  the  right,  is  of 
such  rare  occurrence  that  it  has  been  said  by  many  writers  not  to  exist 
as  a  pathological  phenomenon,  and  that  in  all  those  cases  in  which  that 
cavity  seemed  to  be  enlarged,  the  appearance  was  due  to  an  influx  of 
blood  in  the  last  agony,  distending  it ;  in  which  case  it  is  said  the  auricle 
contracts  to  its  natural  size  as  soon  as  it  is  opened  at  the  autopsy,  and 
the  blood  allowed  to  escape.  In  the  case  now  reported,  the  auricle 
was  carefully  emptied  of  its  contents,  and  some  time  allowed  for  the 
contraction  to  take  place — as  has  been  said,  however,  the  cavity  remain- 
ed of  the  same  size.  This  fact,  together  with  the  extreme  thinness  of 
the  walls,  which  could  hardly  be  explained  by  any  sudden  distension, 
and  the  change  in  the  position  of  the  two  great  venous  trunks,  seem 
to  establish  the  case  as,  undoubtedly,  one  of  large  dilatation  of  the  au- 
ricles. The  explanation  of  this  appearance  is  not  difficult,  considering 
the  fact  of  the  diseased  state  of  the  right  auriculo-ventricular  valves. 
It  is  easy  to  suppose  that  the  inefficient  closure  of  these  valves  allowed 
the  blood  to  re-gurgitate  into  the  auricle  at  each  ventricular  contraction 
— in  that  way  producing  a  gradual  dilatation  of  that  cavity.  It  would 
have  been  interesting,  had  there  been  any  thing  in  the  previous  symp- 
toms to  direct  the  attention  that  way,  to  know  if  there  was  pulsation 
of  the  jugulars,  or  any  bi'uit  perceptible  in  the  large  veins  of  the  upper 
extremities. 

The  apoplectic  centres,  with  which  a  large  portion  of  both  lungs  were 
filled,  are  evidently  due  to  the  obstruction  of  the  circulation  in  the  left 
auricle,  and  the  diseased  state  of  the  mitral  valve.  In  the  case  reported, 
the  right  ventricle  was  not  materially  affected,  and  the  valves  of  the 
pulmonary  artery  were  found  perfectly  healthy — so  that  it  can  hardly 
he  supposed  that  there  was  any  rupture  of  any  branches  of  the  pul- 
monary artery  ;  while  the  thickened  state  of  the  mitral  valves  would 
allow  a  portion  of  the  blood,  at  each  contraction  of  the  left  ventricle, 
to  pass  back  into  the  auricle,  and  thence,  without  any  obstruction, 
throuojh  the  pulmonary  veins  into  the  lungs.  So  that  in  this  case  there 
is  sufficient  reason  to  believe,  that  the  pulmonary  apoplexy  was  caused 
by  a  rupture  of  the  minute  divisions  of  the  pulmonary  veins." 

June  16,  1851. 
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ANEURISM  OF  COMMENCEMENT  OF  DESCENDING  AORTA,  PROJECT- 
ING BACKWARD— FATAL  BY  BURSTING  INTO  LEFT  LUNG. 

BY  CHAS.   \V.  PARSONS,  M.D.,   PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

J.  A.  A.,  aged  40.  Formerly  intemperate  ;  reformed  several  years 
ago,  and  has  been  a  hack-driver.  Has  generally  been  in  very  good 
health.  For  about  three  years  before  his  sickness,  has  been  subject  to 
pains  in  the  left  side,  shoulder  and  back,  worse  in  spring  and  autumn. 
He  called  them  rheumatic,  and  used  liniments,  he.  In  spring  of  1350, 
had  turn  of  pain  in  region  of  heart,  without  dyspnoea  or  palpitation. 
Pain  was  made  worse  by  riding  his  coach,  and  he  gave  it  up  for  a  few 
weeks.  In  the  summer  he  became  short  of  breath  on  quick  movements, 
and  particularly  on  going  up  stairs  or  lifting  heavy  baggage.  This  con- 
tinued about  the  same  for  a  few  months,  he  being  still  in  his  business. 
Late  in  October  he  had  a  severe  attack  of  praecordial  pain  and  dyspnoea ; 
could  not  sleep  in  bed  for  several  nights.  No  palpitation.  Dover's 
powders  taken  a  few  evenings  procured  him  comfortable  nights.  But 
ever  since  that  attack  he  has  been  subject  to  frequent  pains  in  thorax, 
and  has  never  returned  to  his  occupation.  He  was  able  after  this  to 
walk  about  street,  slowly ;  had  particular  difficulty  in  going  up  hill 
or  stairs. 

Feb.  12,  1851,  in  the  evening,  I  was  called  to  him.  He  had  increase 
of  pain,  preventing  sleep  ;  and  a  beating  in  the  back,  felt  disagreeably 
by  him  when  leaning  against  the  back  of  a  chair,  had  been  first  noticed 
a  few  days  before.  A  Dover's  powder  relieved  him  for  the  night.  Next 
morning  I  examined  him  carefully.  Slept  pretty  well  last  night,  lying 
down.  Face  slightly  emaciated  and  anxious.  Appetite  fair ;  digestion 
good.  Has  pain  in  left  side  of  thorax  and  over  upper  dorsal  vertebras. 
A  pulsating  tumor  between  the  left  scapula,  at  the  level  of  its  spine, 
and  the  vertebral  column.  Perpendicular  length  (measured  by  a  tape 
passed  over  top  of  tumor  between  the  extreme  points  where  pulsation 
could  be  felt),  3 J  inches  ;  horizontal  length,  2^  inches.  It  dilated  sen- 
sibly under  the  hand,  unlike  a  tumor  which  is  lifted  by  the  pulsations 
of  an  artery  underneath.  Percussion  dull  over  it ;  and  a  little  duller  in 
left  than  right  supra-spinous  fossa.  Respiration  heard  above  and  below, 
but  not  on  the  tumor  itself.  Two  sounds  of  the  heart  are  both  heard 
at  middle  of  tumor ;  the  first  sound  faint,  the  second  most  distinct  at  its 
upper  part.  Corresponding  to  second  sound,  there  is  a  distinct  short 
whiff,  at  a  very  limited  spot,  between  vertebral  column  and  most  promi- 
nent part  of  tumor. 

In  front,  slight  fulness,  and  dulness  of  percussion,  over  left  sterno- 
clavicular articulation,  and  sC  little  downward  and  to  the  left  from  this. 
Percussion  resonant  below  this.  Second  sound  of  heart  as  usual.  First 
sound  feeble,  and  its  point  of  greatest  intensity  higher  and  nearer  the 
middle  line  than  usual.    Impulse  cannot  be  felt  by  the  hand. 

Left  radial  pulse  smaller  than  right.  No  particular  character  of  pulse, 
it  is  soft  and  regular.    Breathing  unaffected. 

Diagnosis,  aneurism  of  the  aorta,  obstructing  the  left  subclavian  artery. 
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The  tumor  gradually  increased.  The  pains  became  more  severe, 
rather  more  in  the  back  and  shoulder,  and  pretty  constantly  in  the  left 
side.  He  soon  began  to  use  morphia  regularly  ;  and  the  dose  had  to 
be  increased  till  he  took  one  grain  and  a  half  of  the  sulphate  at  night 
with  partial  relief.  His  intellect  was  unclouded  throughout  the  sickness  ; 
but  costiveness  was  produced,  requiring  frequent  doses  of  Epsom  salts. 
At  one  early  period,  he  had  numbness,  shooting  pains  and  slight  oedema 
of  the  left  arm,  which  passed  off  soon.  A  few  days  before  his  death 
he  had  again  severe  pain  in  the  arm,  beginning  suddenly,  and  much  in- 
creased by  motion.  The  pulse  at  the  left  wrist  became  as  large  as  at 
the  right.  He  continued  to  walk  the  room  a  good  deal  till  a  few  weeks 
before  his  death  ;  and  a  few  hours  before  his  death  walked  from  one 
room  to  the  other.  The  tumor  extended  up  above  the  scapula,  till  the 
muscles  of  the  neck  were  made  lame,  and  down  to  the  false  ribs ;  it 
passed  over  half  the  spine  of  the  scapula,  and  a  little  to  the  right  of  the 
spinous  processes.  The  skin  was  of  a  livid  brown  over  it  for  weeks,  and 
at  last  was  speckled  with  numerous  reddish  blotches.  As  it  pained  him 
to  move,  I  made  no  proper  physical  examination  for  a  few  weeks  be- 
fore his  death.  But  the  day  of  his  death,  I  ascertained  that  the  whiff- 
ing sound  was  heard  over  a  larger  space,  in  the  same  situation  as  before. 
On  the  evening  of  June  6th,  he  had  a  sudden  peculiar  cough  just  after 
drinkins:,  and  died  in  a  few  moments.  He  had  borne  his  sufFerinojs  with 
remarkable  fortitude. 

Besides  the  medicines  above  mentioned,  he  took  for  a  few  weeks  suc- 
cessively, a  combination  of  tr.  ferri  chlorid.,*  tr.  digitalis,  and  tr.  op. 
camph.  Afterwards,  for  nearly  two  months,  he  took  pretty  constantly 
a  combination  of  tr.  digitalis  and  hydrocyanic  acid,  which  he  felt  sure  gave 
him  some  rehef.  I  think  it  lessened  the  force  of  the  beating  and  the 
pain.  Anodyne  liniments,  and  a  blister  once  applied  on  account  of  se- 
vere pain  in  the  side,  did  no  appreciable  good.  The  diagnosis  was  per- 
fectly clear,  and  treatment  only  palliative.  An  advertising  "  surgeon  " 
of  this  city  visited  my  patient,  unasked  by  the  family,  during  my  absence, 
and  proposed,  if  their  consent  was  obtained,  to  have  an  operation  per- 
formed by  tying  the  vessel  ! 

Autopsy,  18  hours  after  death. — Tumor  less  prominent.  Right 
lung  and  pleura  healthy.  On  laying  left  pleural  cavity  freely  open,  a 
good  deal  of  serum  escaped.  A  soft  dark  clot  covered  the  organs 
in  the  cavity  completely,  two  small  projections  of  lung  only  ap- 
pearing through  it.  Nearly  two  quarts  of  soft  coagulum  were  removed. 
On  the  outer  side,  the  lung  adhered  firmly  to  the  fifth  rib,  and  a  band 
of  adhesion  ran  back  from  this.  Below  there  were  more  recent  adhe- 
sions between  pulmonary  pleura  and  diaphragm.  The  pleura  covering 
lower  lobe  of  lung  was  separated  from  it  and  distended  by  a  large  soft 
clot.  The  upper  lobe  adhered  to  the  front  surface  of  the  tumor ;  and 
in  the  fissure  between  this  and  the  lower  lobe  was  a  straight  ragged 
rent,  two  inches  and  a  quarter  long,  by  which  the  blood  liad  escaped 


*  See  Blakislon,  Practical  Observations  on  Certain  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  &.c.  American 
edition,  page  165. 
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from  the  cavity  of  the  aneurism,  through  the  thin  layer  of  lung-sub- 
stance, and  had  peeled  the  pulmonary  pleura  from  the  parenchyma  of 
the  lower  lobe. 

Pericardium  a  little  to  the  right  of  its  proper  situation  ;  contained 
about  three  ounces  of  slightly  turbid  serum.  Heart  and  valves  healthy, 
but  loaded  with  fat.  INear  the  coronary  artery,  the  muscular  substance 
was  in  some  points  replaced  by  fat.  Aneurismal  tumor  grew  from 
aorta,  immediately  below  origin  of  left  subclavian,  projecting  backward 
and  to  the  left.  Its  base  measured  on  the  aorta  three  inches  and  a 
quarter.  It  covered  the  vertebrae,  from  2d  to  6th  dorsal,  and  projected 
two  inches  to  the  right  of  the  spine.  Its  posterior  surface  adhered  to 
walls  of  thorax,  and  could  only  be  removed  by  tearing.  The  vertebrae, 
from  2d  to  6th  dorsal,  were  denuded  in  front,  and  the  convexity  of  their 
bodies  destroyed  by  absorption,  leaving  the  intervertebral  substance 
prominent.  The  ribs,  frofn  3d  to  6th,  were  denuded  and  eroded  for 
about  three  inches  from  articulation  with  vertebrae.  4th,  5th  and  6th 
separated  from  the  spine.  Through  the  opening  thus  made  in  the  walls 
of  the  thorax,  the  sac  passed  out,  and  a  finger  could  be  pushed  two 
inches  upward  behind  the  ribs,  and  as  much  downward.  The  edge 
of  the  scapula  was  felt,  covered  by  muscle.  Traces  of  the  intercostal 
vessels,  plugged  up,  were  found  connected  with  the  walls  of  the  tumor. 
Inside  the  sac,  the  proper  lining  coat  of  the  artery  is  continuous,  from 
the  upper  to  lower  orifice,  on  the  front  and  right  portion  of  its  calibre, 
which  is  not  involved  in  the  dilatation.  The  inner  coat  extends  un- 
broken a  short  distance  into  the  sac,  but  soon  disappears  ;  and  the  walls 
of  the  aneurism  in  far  the  largest  part  consist  merely  of  the  cellular  coat. 
Atheromatous  deposit  exists  in  patches  through  the  whole  aorta  down  to 
the  diaphragm,  beyond  which  it  was  not  examined.  Sac  lined  with 
coagula,  partly  fibrinous,  white  and  tough. 

The  examination  was  hurried,  on  account  of  unavoidable  circumstances, 

Frovidence,  June  I2th,  1851. 


NOTES  FOR  A  MEMOIR  ON  THE  PATHOLOGY  OF  DENTO-NEURALGIA. 

BY  A.   C.   CASTLEj  M.D.,  NEW  YORK. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Chapter  III. 

The  peculiar  nervous  irritability  observable,  in  children  of  all  tempera- 
ments, habits  and  constitutions,  under  seven  years  of  age — the  first  climac- 
teric of  human  life  ;  the  frailty  of  their  nature,  and  their  laxity  of  fibre  ; 
the  peculiar  abnormal  phenomena  so  frequently  attending  the  period  of 
dentition,  at  this  time  of  life,  when  the  mobility  of  the  frame,  and  the  rapidity 
of  the  changes  in  the  course  of  growth,  are  so  extraordinary,  render  the 
study  of  their  diseases  as  interesting  as  the  results  are  striking.  The 
constant  disposition  to  an  acrimonious  state,  as  indicated  in  the  frequent 
defluxions  which  are  ever  tending  to  develope  those  distressing  and  fatal 
maladies  classed  as  the  diseases  of  children,  may  be  looked  upon  in  the 
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character  of,  and  as  indicating  an  effort  of  nature  to  rid  the  system  of 
the  many  irritating  obnoxious  influences  in  connection  witli  the  eruptive 
febrile  exanthemata.  Children  of  every  race,  of  every  clime,  and  of 
every  temperament  and  constitution,  present  the  same  peculiar  predis- 
position to  constitutional  irritations,  which  weekly  help,  by  their  fatal 
terminations,  to  swell  up  the  bills  of  mortality  with  the  numerous  vic- 
tims of  infantile  disorders. 

There  have  not  been  wanting  authors  who,  with  lachrymose  re- 
pinings,  dwell  with  melancholy  v/ailings  at  the  deterioration  of  the  civil- 
ized portion  of  the  human  family,  when  compared  with  the  broad  mus- 
cular chest,  the  manly  vigor,  the  wild  and  noble  dignity  and  bold  out- 
lines of  man  as  developed  in  the  savage  of  our  numerous  wilds  ;  or  with 
the  freedom  from  constitutional  derangement  enjoyed  by  the  sleek,  soft, 
rounded  bodies  and  limbs  of  the  African  race  of  the  Eastern  tropics. 
The  imagery  of  savage  life,  in  which  we  may  indulge,  may  induce  the 
idea  that  they  enjoy  immunity  from  sickness,  chronic  affections,  and 
hereditary  disease,  as  well  as  being  exempt  from  pains  during  parturi- 
tion, in  contra-distinction  to  the'  sufferings  of  women  brought  up  within 
the  routine  of  civilized  culture.  But  such  is  not  the  fact.  The  weakly 
die,  the  robust  live,  and  hence  their  paucity  in  numbers. 

A  large  majority  of  these  infantile  maladies,  ahhough  not  embraced 
within  the  strict  meaning  of  my  pathological  notes  upon  dento-neuralgic 
affections,  yet  are  interesting  as  being  dependent  upon  the  nerves  and 
their  sympathies,  which  are  the  only  agents  in  transmitting  irritations. 
Hence  they  constitute  the  morbid  sympathies,  presenting  a  phase  of 
dento-neuralgic  affections,  or  those  nervous  excitements  repugnant  to 
the  vital  powers.  The  partial  super-excitement,  say  of  a  nervous  fibril 
of  a  motor  portion  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  would  naturally  superin- 
duce a  congestion  that  would  impair  the  functions  of  those  organs  upon 
which  the  nerve  would  bring  its  action.  We  can  obtain  no  information 
from  a  child,  under  such  circumstances,  nor  can  we  discover  any  neu- 
ralgic pains,  but  are  compelled  to  rest  content  with  such  diagnostic 
marks  as  an  intuitive  genius  in  connection  with  experience  may  dic- 
tate to  the  mind  of  the  practitioner.  The  maladies,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  of  the  infantile  state,  may,  in  an  eminent  degree,  be  attributed 
to  nervous  irritation  of  the  dental  ganglia  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves, 
superinducing  an  augmented  arterial  action,  and  vascular  action  gene- 
rally, in  connection  with  sympathetic  irritation  of  the  7th  and  10th  pairs 
of  nerves  and  the  exciter  motor  spinal  nerves  ;  producing  cerebral  ex- 
citement, gastric  irritations  and  sympathetic  cough,  by  the  irritation  of 
the  recurrent  nerve  of  the  par  vagum,  with  general  neuralgic  pains,  or 
colics,  vomitings,  diarrhoeas,  salivation,  he.  he.  These  are  a  portion 
of  the  evils  attendant  upon  this  trying  period  of  infantile  existence. 

With  regard  to  nervous  irritation,  the  excess  of  the  sympathies  of 
relation  may  produce  death  ;  the  organ  sympathetically  irritated  may  be 
brought  into  an  abnormal  condition  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  one 
originally  affected,  not  only  compromising  the  organ  thus  sympathetically 
affected,  but  also  the  life  of  the  child.  We  have,  then,  in  the  above- 
mentioned  various  abnormal  phenomena,  so  frequently  found  attending 
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tlie  period  of  dentition,  conclusive  proofs  that  nervous  irritations,  by 
their  recurrent  action,  produce  cerebral  excitements,  of  which  fever, 
fits,  constipation  of  the  bowels  and  sympathetic  pulmonary  affections, 
hooping  cough  inclusive,  are  the  premonitories  only  for  the  development 
of  that  terrible  .and  fatal  affection,  hi/drocephalus.  In  this  disease  we 
find,  as  its  premonitory  symptoms,  all  the  pains  peculiar  and  analogous 
to  neuralgia  of  the  head  and  face,  as  exhibited  during  and  before  den- 
tition superinduced  the  fatal  irritation  upon  the  brain  or  its  membranes  ; 
to  wit,  shooting  pains  from  temple  to  temple,  thence  to  the  back  of  the 
occiput  and  the  nape  of  the  neck,  pains  and  lassitude  in  the  limbs,  im- 
patience under  the  stimulus  of  light,  pains  in  the  eyeballs  and  nose, 
and  throbbings  in  the  teeth.  Whether  the  process  of  dentition  prima- 
rily produces  tlicse  symptoms  in  connection  with  dental  recurrent  irrita- 
tion on  the  brain,  or  that  they  are  secondary,  attending  the  incipient 
stages  as  the  symptoms  of  the  developing  hydrocephalus  in  all  its  fear- 
ful and  hopeless  phases,  they  are  unquestionably  the  results  of  nervous 
irritations  and  nervous  debility.  It  is  of  rare  occurrence  to  meet  with 
hydrocephalus  in  children  after  the  absorption  of  the  roots,  or  the  re- 
moval of  the  deciduous  teeth  shall  have  relieved  the  dental  nervous  sys- 
tem  of  their  irritating  influence — compared  with  the  vast  numbers  of 
children  whose  disorders  during  dentition  and  the  presence  of  the  first 
teeth,  terminate  their  lives  with  cerebral  derangements  or  hydrocephalus. 

A  popular  idea  exists,  which  of  course  it  is  out  of  my  power  practi- 
cally to  disprove,  that  children  suffer  pain  in  difficult,  or,  as  it  is  called, 
"painful  dentition."  I  am  of  opinion,  however,  that  dental  irritation 
during  the  period  of  dentition,  in  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  cases,  is  more 
dependent  upon  a  violent  and  distressing — maddening,  if  you  please — 
itching  in  the  gums  and  fauces  of  the  infant,  than  upon  pain,  which  only 
exists  when  an  inflammatory  action  is  present.  Now  itching,  when  it 
is  intense  in  its  character,  is  in  an  eminent  degree  more  calculated  to 
produce  either  nerv^ous  prostration  or  cerebral  excitement  than  pain. 
The  animal  system  will  bear  pain  for  a  long,  a  very  long  period,  before  it 
will  succumb.  I  do  not  mean  to  deny  that  pain  yields  its  quota,  involv- 
ing the  safety  of  children  in  its  formidable  concomitants.  Ttie  nerves 
(says  Mr.  Mayo)  which  minister  to  the  sense  of  feeling,  are  the  poste- 
rior roots  of  the  spinal  nerves,  the  large  division  of  the  fifth,  the  nervi 
vagi,  and  the  glosso -pharyngeal  nerves,  all  of  which  have  ganglions  at 
their  origin.  We  have  through  these  nerves  in  dentition,  first,  heat  ; 
second,  soreness;  third,  a  tickling  sensation  ;  fourth,  itching  ;  and,  lastly, 
pain.  The  sense  of  itching  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  painful 
tickling  or  titillation  dependent  upon  over  charged  morbid  secretions  or 
vascular  action  in  the  dental  sacs,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  reason  from 
analogy,  and  to  base  my  argument  upon  experience  of  adult  dentition  in 
process  of  the  cutting  of  wisdom  teeth.  Although  I  have  not  found  itching 
sensations  to  be  present  to  any  great  extent,  I  have  found  in  such  cases  en- 
largement of  the  tonsils  and  the  presence  of  pain  of  that  acute  charac- 
ter, aside  from  the  swollen  and  inflamed  state  of  the  gums,  that  the  pa- 
tient could  not  partake  of  food  with  any  sort  of  comfort,  nor  in  any 
way  submit  to  the  parts  being  pressed  or  even  touched.    I  have  never 
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found  an  instance  wherein  any  individual  so  afflicted  would  find  any 
kind  of  relief  by  pressure  upon  the  surrounding  parts  ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  pain  has  been  increased  by  such  proceeding,  to  an  acute  ex- 
tent. From  these  facts  and  reasonings,  I  believe  that  if  pain  existed  in 
the  gums  of  teething  children,  they  would  not  thrust  their  little  fistSy 
with  such  intensity,  into  their  mouths,  nor  so  eagerly  "  grab  "  with 
their  gums  the  ivory  or  gum-elastic  "  teething  rings,"  nor  would  they 
with  such  eagerness,  with  starting  eyes  and  instinctive  little  "  grunts," 
sensualize  in  the  pleasurable  relief  evidently  afforded  by  the  friction 
of  the  nurse's  finger  on  the  irritated  gums.  If  pain  were  present  in 
these  cases,  such  proceedings  would  increase  it  ;  the  instincts  of  the 
child  would  compel  it  and  the  nurse  to  desist.  Its  cries  and  distress 
would  attract  the  attention  of  the  attendant.  Now,  in  opposition  to 
these,  we  do  find  that  when  teeth  press  upon  the  flesh  of  the  gums,  or 
when  inflammation  is  actually  present,  or  when  the  gums  are  lanced  in 
such  cases,  the  child  will  neither  take  hold  of  the  "  teething  rings  "  nor 
permit  its  gums  to  be  rubbed,  and  is  in  much  distress  ;  it  with  difficulty 
seizes  hold  of  the  nipple,  and  with  still  greater  difficulty  draws  its  sus- 
tenance from  its  "  maternal  fount." 

The  local  irritation  in  the  early  periods  of  dentition,  I  am  satisfied,  is 
not  at  all  dependent  upon  the  advanced  formation,  or  upon  any  pressure 
whatsoever,  of  the  teeth  on  the  soft  parts,  it  very  frequently  being  the 
case  that  the  most  intense  suffering,  fever,  and  constitutional  irritation, 
are  present  before  the  teeth  have  escaped,  as  it  were,  from  their  shells, 
or  even  impressed  their  outlines  on  the  gums.  Teething  changes  the 
whole  action,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  nervous  system  ;  and  the  whole 
animal  economy — the  arterial,  the  vascular,  the  secretory,  the  excretory, 
the  lymphatic  systems,  he. — these  are  all  acted  upon  by  a  peculiar  acute 
and  excitable  sympathy  ;  and  1  know  of  no  pain,  however  acute,  that 
will  in  any  way  approach  the  intensity  of  suffering,  and  the  irritating 
nervous  excitement  and  utter  prostration  of  the  animal  system,  pro- 
duced by  an  intense  itching,  upon  the  sensient  fibrils  of  important  nerves, 
such  as  those  supplying  the  teeth,  face,  &ic.  We  have  such  examples 
in  the  dry  piles — hemorrhoidal  tumors  in  a  feverish  state.  I  have  never 
met  with  an  individual  afflicted  with  these  painful  appendages,  wha 
would  not  undergo,  with  comparative  pleasure,  the  acutest  pain  attend- 
ing these  tumors,  in  preference  to  these  intense  itchings.  The  former  ulti- 
mately produces  debility,  the  latter  immediately  superinduces  fever  and 
cerebral  excitement.  The  violent  itching  in  the  ears  accompanying 
common  catarrh  will  quickly  produce  fever.  What  is  more  "  madden- 
ing "  than  the  itching  of  sore  eyelids  ?  The  hysterical  affections  pro- 
duced by  tickling  the  feet  are,  I  presume,  well  known.  Indeed,  a  man 
was  tried  in  England  for  murder,  who  tickled  a  woman's  feet — his  wife, 
I  believe — so  long  as  to  produce  hysterics,  and  cause  convulsions  that 
ended  in  death.  May  not  these  intense  itchings  produce  the  fevered 
mouth  and  head  in  teething  children  ?  (The  intense  fever  and  cerebral 
excitement  that  one  or  two  ascarides,  getting  into  the  vagina  or  mouth 
of  the  vulva,  will  produce  in  infants,  are  well  known.  What  are  these 
compared  to  dentition  ?)    If  the  lungs  under  such  circumstances  are 
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liable  to  congestions,  it  is  because,  from  some  occult  law,  the  nervous 
instincts — figuratively  speaking — cause  the  defluxion  upon  these  organs 
in  preference  to  the  bowels  or  the  brain.  In  other  cases  we  find  cere- 
bral or  spinal  irritations  bringing  their  abnormal  forces  to  bear  upon  the 
organs  of  respiration.  We  may  thus  in  some  cases  account  for  sleep- 
lessness, restlessness,  sudden  starts,  sudden  screams  and  convulsions,  the 
tossing  the  arms  above  the  head,  the  nervous  agitation  of  the  fingers 
and  toes,  and  the  twitchings  of  the  superficial  muscular  fibres  of  the 
skin,  even  to  the  lethargic  state  and  the  oblivion  of  a  perfect  coma.  I 
need  not  dwell  upon  the  fever  attending  these  derangements,  the  impair- 
ment of  the  digestive  powers,  or  the  marasmus  no  doubt  thus  often  su- 
perinduced. 

In  the  cerebral  or  spinal  irritations  attending  abnormal  dentition,  serous 
inflammation  and  serous  exhalation  upon  the  cerebral  cavities  often 
ensue,  or  engorgements  of  the  vessels  of  the  investing  membranes  fol- 
low, often  to  such  an  extent  as  to  hurry  the  little  afflicted  victim  into  an 
early  grave. 


THE  HOWLING  DERVISHES  OF  THE  EAST. 

FROM    THE    EDITORIAL    CORRESPONDENCE    OF    THIS  JOURNAL. 

Perhaps  some  account  of  the  orgies  of  the  Howling  Dervishes,  as  now 
practised  in  Turkey — there  being  a  little  surgery  in  their  fanatical  antics — 
may  be  interesting  to  the  readers  of  the  Journal.  This  order  are  really 
and  truly  the  descendants  of  the  fire-worshippers  of  antiquity — the  Baal- 
ites,  four  hundred  of  whose  priests  were  slain  by  Elijah  the  prophet  near 
the  shabby  town  of  Kypher,  about  two  miles  to  the  north  of  the  Convent 
on  Mount  Carmel.  When  Mahommedanism  began  to  spread,  under  the 
irresistible  influence  of  Damascus  blades,  these  mad  fellows  gradually  in- 
corporated enough  of  the  new  doctrine  with  their  own  bloody  rites,  to  be 
spared,  and  in  these  latter  days  the  priests  of  Baal  and  their  devout  dis- 
ciples embrace  the  most  orthodox,  sanctified  Mussulmen  of  the  East.  At 
Scutari,  where  one  mosque  is  located,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Bosphorus, 
I  was  fortunate  in  gaining  admission,  and  though  compelled  to  stand  in 
my  stocking-feet  more  than  an  hour,  I  felt  compensated  for  this  sacrifice, 
as  well  as  that  of  wading  through  mud,  and  passing  another  hour  under 
the  eaves,  before  gaining  admittance  into  the  sanctuin  sanctorum.  The 
mosque  has  side  galleries — one  being  occupied  by  males,  and  the  opposite, 
boarded  up  to  the  top  with  fine  lattice  work,  by  females,  who  can  peep 
through  without  being  seen.  No  females  are  admitted  on  the  lower  floor. 
On  entering  from  the  front  door,  we  turned  to  the  right,  into  a  sort  of  long 
pew,  railed  off*  from  the  main  floor  of  the  mosque,  probably  forty-five  feet 
square.  At  one  end,  or  rather  the  upper  side  of  the  apartment,  sat  the 
principal  priest,  a  man  of  about  fifty,  with  keen,  restless  eyes.  He  was 
supported  on  the  right  and  left  by  other,  but  inferior  priests,  designated  by 
the  magnitude  and  structure  of  their  turbans  and  robes.  Back  of  them, 
next  the  wall,  were  several  very  laroe,  fat,  gray-bearded,  eminent  men, 
well  accommodated  on  soft  mats.  Two  lateral  lines  of  worshippers  ex- 
tended down  towards  the  lower  end  of  the  mosque.  Suspended  on  the 
wall  back  of  the  chief  operators,  were  horrible  looking  axes  : — one  had  a 
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cutting  edge  of  full  two  feet,  with  a  long  handle.  Then  there  were  hooks, 
sharp  .spears,  &c.  &c.  The  collection  was  large,  and  made  one's  flesh 
crawl  not  a  little  to  look  at  it.  On  the  line  midway  between  the  floor 
and  galleries  were  twenty-three  large  tambourines,  eleven  small  drums, 
and  eight  pair  of  metal  cymbals.  For  a  considerable  time  they  were  in  a 
kind  of  ecstatic  prayer,  wagging  their  heads  either  way,  with  closed  eyes 
and  outspread  hands,  while  the  priest  kept  up  a  demi-musical  recitative 
articulation.  By  and  by  they  simultaneously  sprang  to  their  feet,  formed 
a  circle,  placing  their  arms  over  each  other's  shoulders,  and  performed 
something  analogous  to  a  dance,  stamping  to  the  time  of  a  monotonous 
chant,  and  moving  round  and  round  in  a  circle.  A  low  hum,  not  dissimi- 
lar to  the  drone  of  a  bagpipe,  as  heard  in  Scotland,  an  octave  below  the 
tone  of  the  leader,  produced  a  striking  effect  even  upon  myself.  By  de- 
grees they  warmed  up,  and  as  the  furor  began  to  approach,  garment  after 
garment  was  detached,  and  some  of  them  were  wild  as  maniacs  in  their 
gesticulations.  Next  the  circle  broke,  and  lines  were  formed.  The  sing- 
ing became  more  impassioned,  and  there  they  stood  bowing  and  swaying, 
without  moving  the  feet,  precisely  as  the  dancing  girls  of  Upper  Egypt 
entertain  their  patrons.  Finally,  two  stout  fellows,  stripped  to  the  skin  all 
but  their  drawers,  marched  to  the  priest,  who  put  into  their  hands  two 
wooden  balls,  each,  projecting  from  which  were  poniards,  ten  inches  long, 
sharp  and  bright.  They  flourished  them  in  all  directions,  bowed,  whirled 
about  the  balls,  nearly  the  ordinary  size  of  ninepin  balls,  with  such  care- 
less activity,  that  I  endeavored  to  get  behind  a  pillar,  lest  one  of  them 
should  fly  from  their  grasp  in  my  direction.  At  the  moment  when  the 
whole  assembly  of  worshippers  were  wrought  to  the  highest  bearable  point 
of  excitement,  amid  the  din  of  the  tambourines,  drums,  cymbals,  chants, 
and  intermittent  howls — which  latter  were  low,  solemn  and  unearthly — one 
of  them  fell  on  his  back,  with  the  sharp  point  of  the  dagger  resting  on 
the  pit  of  his  stomach.  With  a  firm  grasp  he  held  it  perpendicularly 
— the  balls  being  free  at  the  other  end — above  his  clenched  fingers.  One 
of  the  priests,  supported  by  the  hands  of  two  assistants,  stepped  up  and 
stood  vvith  one  foot  on  the  balls — and  I  trembled  lest  his  weight  should  drive 
the  dagger  through  the  body  of  the  infatuated  creature.  But  by  his  prodi- 
gious strength  he  supported  the  ponderous  old  priest,  and  kept  the  dagger 
from  being  forced  through  to  the  floor.  This  was  denominated  a  miraculous 
circumstance.  Next,  five  boys,  from  twelve  down  to  not  far  from  six  years 
of  age,  came  up  to  the  same  priest,  who  took  a  sharp  steel  rod,  the  size  of 
the  largest  sail  needle,  having  a  heavy  flat  handle  in  the  form  of  a  crozier, 
and  thrust  it  through  both  cheeks  of  each  boy — the  handle  on  one  side, 
and  the  protruding  point  on  the  other,  giving  all  of  ten  inches  in  length 
to  the  instrument.  Being  between  the  jaws,  the  teeth  could  not  be  closed. 
The  youngest  flinched  a  trifle,  but  the  others  were  perfectly  firm.  They 
then  took  their  places,  unable  to  close  the  mouth,  while  the  blood  trickled 
'down  to  the  chin.  Their  distorted  countenances  were  extremely  painful 
to  contemplate.  At  this  stage  of  the  exhibition,  miracles  were  to  be 
wrought  for  the  recovery  of  sick  persons.  One  after  another  laid  flat  on 
their  backs,  and  the  old  priest  stepped  on  their  bodies  and  bore  his  whole 
weight  on  the  chest.  Five  were  prostrate  at  once,  over  whom  he  walked, 
giving  each  the  pressure  of  his  holy  feet.  One  female  was  introduced, 
veiled,  who  was  placed  on  her  face.  An  infant,  too,  was  placed  under  the 
torture  of  his  pontifical  tread.  When  the  steel  stilettoes  were  withdrawn 
from  the  cheeks  of  the  boys,  I  examined  the  wounds  of  one  of  them,  and 
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the  little  deceived  chap  declared  that  it  did  not  hurt  him,  and  the  gaping" 
crowd  of  undignified  Mussulmen  viewed  it  as  a  most  marvellous  matter 
that  they  were  not  injured,  pained  or  maimed — a  convincing  proof  to  them 
of  the  divine  nature  of  the  act.  Government  have,  to  its  honor,  forbidden 
many  of  the  cruel  rites  heretofore  practised  by  this  sect,  as  being  too  abo- 
minable, both  in  the  act  and  tendency.  The  feats  I  witnessed  are  only 
occasional.  An  American  missionary,  who  has  resided  here  many  years, 
told  me  he  had  never  yet  witnessed  the  scences  here  detailed. 

On  the  following  day  I  saw  the  whirling  dervishes  perform  at  Pera. 
The  mosque  was  an  octagon,  with  a  gallery  for  concealing  females,  yet  giv- 
ing them  a  chance  to  look  on  all  about  and  below  them.  An  orchestra 
contained  a  poor  flute  player,  a  drum,  and  something  producing  a  noise, 
but  not  likely  to  be  mistaken  for  harmony.  The  area  of  the  mosque  being 
cleared,  the  elect  brethren,  wearing  high  conical  felt  caps,  dressed  in  short 
cloth  jackets,  heavy  full  skirts  and  barefooted,  formed  a  circle.  Alternate 
prayers,  chants,  hums,  and  bowings,  prepared  the  dervishes  for  their  gym- 
nastic exercises,  which  were  commenced  with  a  certain  terrible  explosion 
of  discordant  sounds  from  all  the  instruments  at  once.  Paying  their  obei- 
sance to  the  priest,  who  was  in  a  green  habit,  squatting  on  a  soft  sheepskin 
with  the  wool  on,  the  twenty-one  began  to  turn  round  slowly  on  an  axis, 
while  they  gradually  progressed  onwardly  round  the  room,  keeping  the 
circle  mathematically  exact.  By  little  and  little  the  furor  was  developed, 
and  they  whirled  with  rapidity.  It  was  a  representation,  to  my  mind,  of 
the  solar  system  in  miniature.  While  each  revolved  on  a  centre,  all  were 
going  round  the  room.  They  had  a  sleepy  expression,  as  though  in  a 
vertigo,  and  that  is  the  stage  at  which  they  feel  themselves  absorbed  or 
expanded,  I  know  not  which,  into  communion  with  the  divine  essence. 


DEATH  BY  HANGING. 

BY  R.   M.  PORTERj  M.D.,    OF    NASHVILLE^  TENN. 

A  POST-MORTEM  examination  was  made  twenty-four  hours  after  death, 
upon  two  negroes,  Henry  and  Moses,  executed  at  Nashville  on  the  21st 
February,  1851. 

The  brain  was  congested  in  both  cases.  The  vessels  supplied  with 
blood  from  the  carotids  were  tinged  with  blood  of  a  dark  venous  hue ; 
those  supplied  by  the  vertebral  arteries  preserved  their  natural  aspect, 
the  blood  retaining  its  scarlet  arterial  color.  The  two  kinds  of  blood 
were  very  distinctly  seen  at  the  termination  of  the  basilar  artery  in  the 
circle  of  Willis.    The  sinuses  of  the  dura  mater  were  full  to  distension. 

In  both  subjects,  there  was  considerable  effusion  of  serum  into  the 
arachnoid  cavities,  sub-arachnoid  cellular  tissue  and  ventricles — to  such 
an  amount  as  probably  to  have  caused  serous  apoplexy.  There  was  no 
extravasation  of  blood  in  any  part,  nor  any  appreciable  lesion  of  the  ce- 
rebral substance.  There  was  no  fracture,  nor  serious  luxation  of  the 
cervical  vertebrae. 

In  both  cases  the  lungs  were  very  much  engorged,  and  had  the  dark- 
purplish  tinge  of  splenization.  By  pressing  any  portion  of  the  lungs 
between  the  fingers,  the  pulmonary  tissues  were  made  to  assume  their 
natural  color.    The  blood  was  fluid  in  every  part  of  the  body  ;  venous 
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congestion  was  very  marked  ;  the  left  side  of  the  heart  was  empty  ;  the 
right  side  was  full. 

The  mark  of  the  rope  around  the  neck  was  left,  looking  as  if  the  skin 
had  been  seared  with  a  hot  iron,  and  there  was  a  contusion  of  the 
superficial  layer  of  muscles  corresponding  with  the  impression  on  the  sur- 
face. In  Henry,  much  the  heavier  body  of  the  two,  the  sterno-cleido 
mastoid  muscle  was  nearly  severed,  leaving  only  a  few  fibres  on  the  right 
side  opposite  that  on  which  the  hangman's  knot  was  placed. 

In  the  thorax  of  Moses,  an  abscess  was  found  nearly  ready  to  burst; 
it  contained  three  or  four  ounces  of  pus.  This  being  evacuated,  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  4th  and  5th  dorsal  vertebroe  were  carious,  and  the 
intervertebral  substance  was  nearly  destroyed.  All  the  lumbar  vertebrae 
were  carious,  and  an  abscess  was  formed  on  the  right  side  containing 
about  half  a  gallon  of  purulent  matter.  On  the  left  side  was  a  smaller 
abscess.  There  was  also  a  small  abscess  on  the  right  elbow-joint.  Yet 
there  was  nothing  in  the  external  appearance  or  configuration  to  indicate 
that  he  was  not  a  healthy  negro.  There  were  extensive  pleuritic  adhe- 
sions in  both  cases. 

Inspection  of  the  bodies  a  few  hours  after  the  execution,  showed  that 
there  had  been  an  emission  of  semen  from  both,  but  no  relaxation  of  the 
sphincter  of  the  anus  or  bladder.  There  was  some  tumefaction  of  the 
face  and  lividity  of  the  lips  ;  the  eyes  wore  their  natural  appearance. 
The  jaws  were  firmly  locked  ;  the  tongue  protruding  slightly  and  deeply 
indented  by  the  teeth ;  rigor  mortis  had  not  taken  place  in  the  limbs. 
The  bodies  were  still  warm. 

The  following  extract  from  the  London  Quarterly  Review  may  not 
be  without  interest  in  connection  with  this  subject. 

An  immense  number  of  persons  recovered  from  insensibility  (pro- 
duced by  hanging)  have  recorded  their  sensations,  and  agree  in  the  re- 
port that  an  easier  end  could  not  be  desired.  An  acquaintance  of  Lord 
Bacon,  who  meant  to  hang  himself  partially,  lost  his  footing,  and  was 
cut  down  at  the  last  extremity,  having  nearly  paid  for  his  curiosity  with 
his  life.  He  declared  that  he  felt  no  pain,  and  his  only  sensation  was  of 
fire  before  his  eyes,  which  changed  first  to  black  and  then  to  sky-blue. 
These  colors  are  even  a  source  of  pleasure.  A  Captain  Montagnac, 
who  was  hanged  in  France  during  the  religious  wars,  and  rescued  from 
the  gibbet  at  the  intercession  of  Viscount  Turenne,  complained  that 
having  lost  all  the  pain  in  an  instant,  he  had  been  taken  from  a  light 
of  which  the  charm  defied  description.  A  criminal  who  escaped  by  the 
breaking  of  the  cord,  said  that  after  a  second  of  suffering,  a  fire  appeared 
and  across  it  a  most  beautiful  avenue  of  trees.  Henry  IV.  of  France 
sent  his  physician  to  question  him,  and  when  mention  was  made  of  a 
pardon,  the  man  answered  that  it  was  not  worth  the  asking.  The  uni- 
formity of  description  renders  it  useless  to  multiply  instances.  All  agree 
that  the  uneasiness  is  quite  momentary,  that  a  pleasurable  feeling  imme- 
diately succeeds,  that  coloi'S  of  various  hue  start  up  before  the  sight,  and 
that  these  having  been  gazed  on  for  a  trivial  space,  the  rest  is  oblivion. 
The  mind,  averted  from  the  reality  of  its  situation,  is  engaged  in  scenes 
the  most  remote  from  that  which  fills  the  eye  of  the  spectator — the 
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vile  rabble,  the  hideous  gallows,  and  the  struggling  form  that  swings  in 
the  wind." — Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    JUNE    25,  1861. 


EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Literature  and  Religion  in  Greece. — I  was  both  surprised  and  gratified 
to  discover  how  many  books  are  published  in  modern  Greek.  Besides 
some  excellent  ones  on  geography,  history,  &;c.  &c.,  some  on  medicine, 
surgery,  and  even  anatomy,  have  been  translated.  The  Athenians  are  also 
a  newspaper-reading  people.  There  are  five  or  six  papers  published  here, 
giving  the  citizens  a  fresh  one,  if  not  two,  daily.  They  contain  copious 
extracts  from  the  English  and  French,  and  the  editors  comment  freely  and 
fearlessly  on  the  measures  of  government.  The  Sabbath  is  observed  very 
much  as  in  Roman  Catholic  countries.  Shops  are  open,  the  markets  are  , 
crowded,  and  auctions  are  going  on.  A  band  of  music  in  the  public  square, 
with  a  military  parade,  and  a  show  of  the  queen  and  suit,  make  it  a  bust- 
ling day,  although  they  are  superstitious  in  many  things,  and  maybe  called 
a  church-going  people. 

Corfu,  April  \Sth,  185L — A  pleasanter  run  could  not  have  been  desired 
than  was  had  from  Athens  to  Syra,  and  from  thence  through  the  Grecian 
islands,  to  Zante,'where  the  currants  are  raised.  This  is  a  cheerful-looking 
town,  on  the  margin  of  a  fine  sea  basin,  the  houses  receding  back  up  the 
hill  in  one  direction,  much  as  they  do  at  Quebec.  On  the  highest  eleva- 
tion is  a  fortress.  The  circumstance  that  dwellings  and  white  cottages  are 
seen  in  the  distance  from  the  harbor,  in  the  valleys  and  on  the  precipitous 
sides  of  the  mountains,  shows  the  influence  of  laws  that  protect  property 
and  secure  life.  No  such  isolated  points  of  human  habitation  are  seen  in 
Greece  or  Turkey.  Corfu,  the  capital  of  all  the  Ionian  islands,  is  under  a 
tolerable  degree  of  cultivation.  Trees  abound,  giving  the  whole  a  cheerful, 
inviting  appearance.  Olives  and  fruits  are  produced  in  immense  abundance, 
and  sold  ridiculously  cheap.  Fish,  including  snails,  squid,  and  other  little 
monsters  of  the  deep  never  eaten  in  our  country,  are  plenty,  and  the  scale 
fish,  excellent  in  all  respects,  were  purchased  for  a  mere  trifle.  Vegetables, 
too,  of  many  varieties,  line  the  street  sides.  Some  of  the  public  edifices — 
the  palace  of  the  Lord  High  Commissioner,  the  parliament  house,  &c. — 
and  some  of  the  private  residences,  are  quite  comfortable,  but  far  from  be- 
ing imposing.  Some  of  the  best  of  them  are  on  one  side  of  a  public  square, 
bounded  in  one  direction  by  the  palace,  and  in  another  by  the  citadel. 
These  Ionian  islands  constitute  an  independent  government  in  theory,  but 
are  actually  a  dependence  on  the  British  government.  They  are  Greeks, 
who  elect  their  own  representatives  and  make  their  own  laws,  but  if  these 
do  not  happen  to  suit  the  policy  of  the  English  court,  they  are  vetoed  by 
the  Commissioner.  He  is  appointed  by  the  English  crown,  by  consent  of 
the  continental  powers — an  old  bargain  of  some  years  standirjg — and  is 
really  a  guardian  who  watches  over  the  deliberations  of  the  assembly,  and 
compels  the  people  to  do  just  as  he  directs.  The  garrisons  are  filled  with 
British  soldiers,  for  which  the  Greeks  pay  good  salaries,  as  they  are  also 
obliged  to  do  in  respect  to  the  great  functionary,  the  Commissioner.  But 
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English  surveillance  has  given  character  and  a  certain  degree  of  prosperity 
to  the  people.  It  is  essentially  a  British  colony.  All  the  flags  of  the 
Austrian  steanier  on  which  1  made  the  voyage  were  at  half-mast  as  we  en- 
tered Corfu.  Presuming  some  distinguished  personage  was  lying  dead, 
my  surprise  w^as  great  on  being  informed  it  was  because  it  was  Good 
Friday.  All  the  Greek,  and  one  Roman  Catholic  church,  had  a  grand 
show  of  lighted  candles,  and  the  multiiudes  were  pushing  on  to  kiss  pic- 
tures and  prostrate  themselves  under  a  large  canopy,  with  silver  legs,  which 
was  to  be  carried  in  procession  on  the  following  day. 

Business  is  nothing,  and  cannot  increase  under  the  miserable  health 
laws  existing  at  Corfu.  There  might  be  commercial  activity,  and  a  rapid 
exchange  of  commodities  with  other  nations,  but  it  seems  the  policy  is  to 
keep  every  body  away  who  would  contribute  to  the  local  prosperity  of  the 
people.  The  coast  of  Albania  is  directly  opposite — scarcely  three  miles 
distant,  with  its  lofiy  mountain  peaks  glittering  with  ice  and  snow — yet 
no  person  can  go  over  to  Corfu  with  a  cabbage  head  for  sale  without  being 
subjected  to  a  quarantine  of  twenty-four  hours  !  The  cost  of  a  vessel's 
riding  out  a  quarantine  would  eat  up  the  profits  of  a  good  cargo.  They 
who  "  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships  "  are  warned  to  keep  away  from  the 
Ionian  islands,  if  they  would  save  what  they  have.  It  was  a  farce,  indeed, 
to  see  the  Italian  doctor  handle  a  bill  of  health  from  Athens,  with  tongs  ! 

We  were  struck,  while  walking  in  the  streets  of  Corfu,  with  the  im- 
mense number  of  young  lambs  for  sale — led  about,  carried  in  the  arms, 
and  borne  on  the  shoulders  of  those  who  offered  them  for  sale.  The  next 
day,  April  19lh,  every  head  of  a  family,  we  were  told,  who  could  possibly 
raise  money  enough  to  purchase  one,  would  do  so,  and  sprinkle  the  lintel 
of  his  door  with  its  blood,  or  rather  make  a  cross  with  it. 

At  sea,  after  leaving  Corfu,  we  could  see  the  snow-capped  mountains  of 
Dalmatia,  and  the  rough  outlines  of  range  after  range,  which  indicated 
cold  chills  in  their  neighborhood ;  yet  on  the  deck  of  the  steamer  the  weather 
was  quite  comfortable.  The  number  of  languages  spoken  on  board,  such  as 
Greek,  Turkish,  Italian,  Spanish,  French,  German,  English,  and  several 
others,  was  truly  extraordinary.  In  good  time,  at  the  termination  of  an 
uncommonly  delightful  sail  through  the  Adriatic,  we  arrived  in  the  plea- 
sant harbor  of  Trieste,  the  principal  port  of  the  Austrian  dominions.  Two 
miserable  fellows  were  kept  on  board,  at  the  expense  of  the  steamboat 
company,  all  the  way  from  Greece,  to  certify  to  the  condition  of  health  on 
board,  and  at  the  place  of  departure.  Two  florins  would  induce  them  to 
sign  anything.  He  who  bids  the  highest,  in  the  opinion  of  travellers,  in 
these  countries,  commands  the  service.  All  the  passports  were  first  taken 
to  the  police,  where  they  were  probably  accurately  copied,  to  the  descrip- 
tion even  of  a  wart  on  a  traveller's  nose. 

Trieste  is  a  cleanly,  well  paved  and  well  watered  little  city,  whose  busi- 
ness would  quadruple,  were  it  not  for  that  barrier  to  commercial  activity 
everywhere  predominant  in  the  Mediterranean — the  quarantine.  The  pub- 
lic fountains  are  elegant  in  design,  but  unfortunately  some  of  the  statuary 
is  shamefully  mutilated.  Of  the  public  institutions,  I  could  gather  no  in- 
formation worth  communicating.  People  seem  to  live  out  of  doors,  and 
in  front  of  restorators,  as  they  do  in  Paris.  Every  body  sings  or  plays  on 
musical  instruments,  and  the  city  is  therefore  full  of  vivacity.  A  better 
market  cannot  be  found  ;  and  the  peasant  women,  with  their  white  head- 
dresses and  straight  hanging  petticoats,  bound  with  red — and  the  young 
men  in  breeches,  open  at  the  knees,  with  high  fur  caps,  and  silver  buttons 
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suspended  by  links  from  the  vest,  an  inch  in  diameter,  are  new  objects  to 
a  stranger. 

By  riding  in  a  diligence  and  on  a  railroad,  two  nights  and  one  day  and 
a  half  uninterruptedly,  we  arrived  at  the  capital  of  Austria,  Vienna.  Bel- 
gium has  heretofore  been  considered  by  me  as  the  model  agricultural  coun- 
try;  but  since  travelling  in  the  interior  of  Austria,  I  am  obliged  to  say  that 
the  latter  surpasses  Belgium  both  in  the  economy  and  neatness  that  cha- 
racterize every  nook  and  corner  of  the  farming  districts.  A  perfect  air  of 
cleanliness  pervades  the  country.  No  fences  mar  the  landscape.  Cattle 
are  invariably  watched,  while  feeding,  by  children.  Swine,  goats  and 
sheep  are  principally  managed  by  a  shepherd  and  dog.  A  passion  exists 
for  placing  churches  and  chapels  on  the  highest  accessible  mountain  peaks, 
between  Trieste  and  Vienna,  which  have  a  wonderfully  fine  effect  in  the 
distance.  About  one  hundred  miles  from  the  Adriatic,  the  forests  are  well 
grown,  and  have  quite  a  New  England  appearance.  Common  farm  houses 
are  thatched,  and  half  of  each  one  is  a  barn.  They  have  none  of  the 
wretchedness  that  appertains  to  the  peasantry  of  Ireland;  on  the  contrary, 
comfort,  plenty,  cheerfulness,  and  praiseworthy  industry,  characterize  the 
outward  appearance  of  all  the  rural  portions  of  the  empire  yet  examined. 
Much  attention  is  bestowed  upon  the  cultivation  of  fruit  trees,  and  the 
planting  of  groves  of  pine  and  other  wood  for  timber.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
there  is  one  serious  drawback  to  this  apparently  happy  condition  of  the 
farmers.  The  females  labor  out  of  doors  precisely  as  the  men  do,  and  par- 
ticipate in  all  the  hardships  and  drudgery  incident  to  a  thorough  tillage. 
They  carry  brick,  mix  mortar  and  carry  it  in  tubs  on  their  heads  to  the 
tops  of  high  buildings,  saw  wood  at  the  doors  of  people,  and  young  girls 
are  frequently  seen  ditching  and  shovelling  gravel  in  the  company  of  coarse, 
vulgar  men,  who  seem  never  to  spare  a  low  joke  out  of  respect  to  them. 
This  is  demoralizing  in  the  extreme — but  is  no  worse  here  than  in  many 
of  the  European  countries  which  have  the  reputation  of  being  in  a  high 
state  of  civilization. 


Animal  Magnetism. — We  supposed  the  day  had  passed  by  when  "  ani- 
mal magnetism"  would  receive  any  special  attention  from  men  of  sci- 
ence. But  it  seems  we  were  mistaken  in  our  supposition ;  for  at  this  very 
time  there  lies  before  us  a  neat  volume  of  3S4  pages,  fresh  from  the 
publishing  house  of  Blanchard  &  Lea,  Philadelphia,  entitled  "Letters  to 
a  Candid  Inquirer  on  Animal  Magnetism.  By  Wm.  Gregory,  M.D.,  &c., 
of  Edinburgh."  We  confess  that  a  "candid"  inquiry,  or,  at  the  most,  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  subject,  has  never  been  made  by  us,  for  we 
could  never  feel  justified  in  the  expenditure  of  the  time  that  would  neces- 
sarily be  required  in  such  investigation  ;  with  the  belief,  also,  that  were  the 
science  perfectly  and  satisfactorily  demonstrated,  it  would  be  unattended  with 
any  great  benefit  to  the  human  family.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  many 
strange  and  unaccountable  phenomena  have  occurred,  during  the  experi- 
ments that  have  been  made  by  eminent  men,  on  those  persons  who  are  sus- 
ceptible to  impressions ;  yet  we  never  have  been  fully  convinced,  at  any  ex- 
hibition which  we  have  attended,  that  there  was  no  collusion  between  the 
operator  and  his  subject.  These  letters  of  Dr.  Gregory  are  certainly 
written  in  a  careful  manner,  evincing  a  mind  that  has  been  well  cultivated, 
and  one  familiar  with  the  subject  upon  which  he  treats;  and  we  therefore 
recommend  them  to  the  consideration  of  the  profession  and  the  public  ge- 
nerally. 
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Taking  Blood  i?L  Diseases. — A  pamphlet  has  bsen  received  from  New 
York,  upon  the  title  page  of  which  is  found  the  following  bold  assumption — 
"  The  practice  of  taking  blood  in  diseases  contrary  to  common  sense,  to 
general  experience,  to  enlightened  reason,  and  to  the  manifest  laws  of  the 
divine  providence."  This  pamphlet  contains  the  petition  of  a  Dr.  Wm. 
Turner,  of  New  York  city,  to  the  legislature  of  his  State,  praying  that  body 
to  enact  a  law,  making  it  a  penal  offence  for  any  one  to  use  the  lancet  for 
the  abstraction  of  blood  in  diseases  ;  also  some  newspaper  notices  of  the 
same,  and  ending  with  extracts  from  Dr.  Samuel  Dickson's  paper  on  the 
^'fallacies  of  the  faculty."  Before  we  received  this  pamphlet,  mention 
was  made,  in  the  miscellaneous  department  of  the  Journal,  that  Dr.  T.  had 
applied  to  the  legislature  for  the  purpose  mentioned,  and  we  supposed  the 
man  to  be  either  insane,  or  most  decidedly  anxious  to  become  notorious 
about  something;  and  we  are  inclined  to  believe,  after  perusing  this  docu- 
ment, that  we  were  not  far  out  of  the  way.  The  argument  of  this  "  chro- 
no-thermal  practitioner  "  against  a  proper  use  of  the  lancet  is  fallacious, 
and  if  he  is  not  better  acquainted  with  pathology  than  he  appears  to  be  in 
this  pamphlet,  we  should  say  he  had  no  right  to  use  such  potent  remedies 
as  arsenic,  mercurials,        which  he  recommends. 


Castleton  Medical  College. — X\.  the  close  of  the  spring  course  of  lectures, 
in  this  institution,  on  the  ISth  inst.,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was 
conferred  upon  thirty-five  gentlemen,  who  had  passed  a  creditable  exami- 
nation by  the  Faculty  and  Board  of  Delegates  of  the  Yermont  State  j\Ie- 
dical  Society.  The  occasion  was  enlivened  by  the  music  of  an  excellent 
band,  and  the  graduates  and  citizens  assembled  were  agreeably  entertained 
by  an  address  from  Adrian  Theodore  Woodward,  M.D.,  of  ^Yhitehall,  N.Y. 
As  a  consequence  of  the  present  easy  access  of  this  college,  from  all  points, 
by  railroads,  and  the  increasing  advantages  which  it  offers  to  students,  the 
late  session  has  received  an  increase  of  patronage  flattering  to  its  teachers 
and  friends. 


Mechanism  of  Jenny  Lind's  Voice. — The  following  interesting  article  on 
the  mechanism  of  Jenny  Lind's  voice,  is  taken  from  a  late  English  jour- 
nal. We  fully  agree  with  the  writer  as  to  the  remarkable  power  of  her 
voice,  and  her  wonderful  skill  in  managing  it. 

"  The  voice  of  this  great  cantatrice  is  one  of  those  wonderful  natural  gifts 
which  Providence  occasionally  vouchsafes  to  a  favorite  mortal.  Jenny 
Lind  possesses  what  may  be  termed  a  double  voice,  the  natural  voice  from 
grave  to  the  acute,  a  range  over  three  octaves  ;  and  she  has  the  power  and 
faculty  of  producing  a  recurrent,  or  backward  voice,  into  the  lungs,  upon 
the  upper  and  lower  notes  in  singing,  which  is  purely  ventriloquous,  of 
which  faculty  her  'echo  '  song  is  a  perfect  illustration.  Thus  she  is  able 
to  control  her  voice  upon  the  most  ditlcult  vibrations  of  the  vocal  chords, 
to  be  perfect  in  her  intervals,  and,  which  renders  her  so  surprising  in  the 
perfection  of  her  intonations,  that  they  ring  upon  the  ear  with  an  effect  and 
a  charm  so  indescribable  and  puzzling  to  the  hearer. 

"The  peculiarity  of  this  ventriloquous  power,  and  the  wonderful  part  of 
her  vocalization  is,  that  her  organization  enables  her  to  use  those  recurrent 
sounds,  the  same  as  a  person  whistling  executes  sounds  by  the  recurrent 
action  or  drawing  in  the  breath  while  inspiring.  This  faculty  Jenny  Lind 
controls  and  manages  with  an  ease,  a  grace,  and  with  such  masterly  artis- 
tic skill,  as  almost  to  defy  detection  by  the  most  refined  and  critical  ear. 
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By  this  recurrent  or  ventriloquial  action  she  has  the  command  of  the  epi- 
glottis and  its  parts  (the  valve  closing  the  laryngeal  chamber  when  in  the 
act  of  swallowing,)  vibrating  plates,  similar  to  the  plates  forming  the 
bronchial  fissure  of  the  larynx  which  I  have  stated  is  the  natural  passage 
for  the  air  forming  the  voice. 

"  In  addition  to  the  command  over  her  vocal  faculties,  she  sings  from  the 
larynx,  while  she  throws  the  vocal  force  from  the  lung-s  and  diaphragm, 
giving  to  it  the  strength,  the  fulness,  the  roundness,  and  the  steadiness  and 
endurance  of  ihe  grave,  or  "chest  voice."  By  this  immensity  of  vocal 
power,  by  the  contraction  and  diminution  of  the  vocal  chamber,  she  is  en- 
abled to  trill  and  revel  high  in  alto,  without  any  detection  from  her  hearers 
of  any  stop,  or  of  any  change  in  her  voice.  Thus  her  intonations  and  mo- 
dulations by  this  peculiar  organization,  are  rendered  perfect,  and  her  upper 
and  lower  notes  are  given  with  an  inflexibility  and  softness  of  which  her 
dying  away  "  echo  "  tone  is  a  practical  illustration;  as  are  also  each  ca- 
denza, "run,"  "shake"  and  "trill,"  made  upon  her  tones  with  a  decision, 
flexibility,  purity  and  correctness  that  are  only  surpassed  by  the  delicate 
yet  magnificent  swell  and  chaste  diminuendo  of  her  middle  and  lower  tones, 
which  has  established  that  "  indescribable  peculiarity"  in  her  voice,  and 
emphatically  secured  to  her  the  euphonious  title  of  "  the  Nightingale." 
Nor  are  these  all.  In  her  trilling  notes  she  has  tlie  faculty  of  using  the 
accessory  recurrent  notes.  It  is  our  opinion,  that  the  exercising  of  these 
notes  and  this  ventriloquous  faculty,  by  overtasking  her  powers,  lost  to 
Jenny  Lind  her  voice  for  a  period.  These  accessory  notes,  although  dis- 
similar, are  rendered  artistically  correct,  and  at  once  strike  the  mind, 
awaken  attention  and  wonderment,  both  as  to  the  cause  and  their  execution." 

The  New  Postage  Law. — The  next  and  succeeding  numbers  of  this  Journal  will  be  sent  out  sub- 
ject to  the  regulations  of  the  new  postage  law.  As  under  this  law  the  present  distinction  between 
periodical  and  newspaper  postage  is  continued,  it  may  be  necessary  to  repeat,  wliat  we  have  so 
often  said,  that  Ihe  weekly  issue  of  this  Journal  should  be  subject  to  newspaper  postage.  To  the 
reasons  which  formerly  existed  for  thus  classing  it,  was  added,  during  the  last  year,  the  decision, 
by  the  P.  iVl  General,  that  the  African  Repository,  a  monthly  8vo.  periodical  issued  at  Washing- 
ton, and  stitched  in  a  cover,  was,  according  to  the  meaning  of  the  law,  a  newspaper.  We  believe 
there  is  not  a  deputy  post-master  in  the  country  who  can  hesitate,  having  before  him  that  periodical 
and  ours,  and  the  decision  alluded  to,  as  to  what  postage  to  charge  on  our  weekly  sheets.  With  this 
understanding,  the  weekly  inunbers  of  the  Journal  will  go  free  by  mail  in  Suflblk  county;  within 
50  miles  of  Boston,  at  5  cents  per  quarter ;  between  50  and  300  miles,  at  10  els.  per  quarter  ;  be- 
tween 300  and  1000  miles  at  15  cIs.  per  quarter  ;  between  1000  and  2000  miles,  at  20  cts.  per  quar- 
ter. On  the  Monthly  Parts, under  600  miles,  1  cent  an  ounce;  between  500  and  1500  miles,  2  cts.  j 
between  1500  and  2500  miles,  3  cents — with  a  deduction  of  one  half  these  latter  charges  on  pay- 
ment quarterly  in  advance. 

Suffolk  District  Medical  Society — Subject  for  discussion  at  the  meeting  on  Saturday  eve- 
ning, June  28th  (instead  of  Wednesday,  as  inadvertently  stated  last  week),  "  The  Treatment  of 
the  Convulsions  of  Children." 


Marriek,— In  Mount  Welcome,  N.C  ,  April  20ih.  Dr.  C.  L.  Hunter,  of  Lincoln  county,  N.  C, 
to  Miss  Catharine  F.  Lyman,  of  Amherst,  Mass.— In  Leicester,  Mass.,  June  12th,  Dr.  Wm.  H. 
Brown  of  Bangor.  Me.,  to  Miss  Ann  Eliza  Woodcock,  daughter  of  John  Woodcock,  Esq. — In 
this  city.  Dr.  D.  P.  Francis,  of  N  Lo  idon,  Ct.,  to  Miss  Nancy  W.  Pinkham,  of  Boston.— June  12^ 
Wm.  L.  Carter,  M.D.,  of  Burlington,  N.  J.,  to  Lissie  C,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  F.  Lewis, 
of  Baltimore. 


Deaths  in  Boston — tor  the  week  endiiig  Saturday  noon,  June  21,  74. — Males,  36— ffmaies,  39. 
Accidental,  3 — apoplexy,! — inflammation  of  bowels,  1 — consumi  tion,  18 — convulsions,  2 — colic,  1 
— croup,  2 — diabetes,  1 — dropsy,  1 — dropsy  of  the  brain,  2 — drowned,  2 — erysipelas,  3 — typhus  fe- 
ver,1 — typhoid  fever,  1 — scarlet  fever,  1 — lung  fever,  2 — brain  fever.  2 — gangrene,  1 — disease  of 
heart,  2 — infantile,  8 — disease  of  the  liver,  2 — inflammation  of  ihe  lungs.  3 — marasmus,  2 — old  age, 
3 — pleurisy,  1 — disease  of  spine,  1 — teething,  1 — disease  of  throat,  1 — tumor,  2 — unknown,  2— 
worms,  1. 

Under  5  years,  27 — between  5  and  20  years,  12 — between  20  and  40  yfars,  17 — between  40 
and  60  years,  13 — over  60  years,  5.    Americans,  31  ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  4S. 
The  above  includes  10  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 
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Special  Committees  of  ike  American  Med.  Association. — Each  Chairman 
selects  two  associates — reports  to  be  made  next  May. 

1st.  Dr.  F.  Condie,  Philadelphia,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
causes  of  the  Tubercular  Diathesis. 

2d.  Dr.  S.  H.  Dickson,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  on  the  blending  and  con- 
version of  the  Types  of  Fever. 

3d.  Dr.  James  Jones,  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  mutual  relations  of  Yel- 
low and  Bilious  Remittent  Fevers. 

4th.  Dr.  John  B.  Johnson,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  Epidemic  Erysipelas. 
5ih.  Dr.  Charles  D.  Meigs,  of  Philadelphia — Acute  and  Chronic  Dis- 
eases of  the  Neck  of  the  Uterus. 

6th.  Dr.  J.  P.  Jervey,  of  S.  C,  on  Dengue. 
7th.  Dr.  Daniel  Drake,  of  Cincinnati — Milk  Sickness,  so  called. 
8lh.  Dr.  Lopez,  of  Mobile,  Ala. — Epidemic  Prevalence  of  Tetanus. 
9th.  Dr.  Geo.  B.  Wood,  of  Philadelphia,  on  Diseases  of  Parasitic  Origin. 
10th.  Dr.  R.  D.  Arnold,  of  Savannah,  Geo.,  on  the  Physiological  Pe- 
culiarities and  Diseases  of  Negroes. 

llih.  Dr.  Horatio  Adams,  of  Waltham,  Mass.,  on  the  Action  of  Water 
on  Lead  Pipes,  and  the  Diseases  which  proceed  from  it. 

12ih.  Dr  Jos.  Carson,  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  Alkaloids  which  may  be 
substituted  for  Quinia. 

ISih.  Dr.  Geo.  Hayward,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  on  the  Permanent  Cure  of 
Reducible  Hernia. 

14th.  Dr.  S.  D.  Gross,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  on  Results  of  Surgical  Ope- 
rations for  the  Relief  of  Malignant  Diseases. 

15th.  Dr.  James  R.  Wood,  New  York — Statistics  of  the  Operation  for 
the  Removal  of  Stone  in  the  Bladder. 

16th.  Dr.  C.  A.  Pope,  St.  Louis,  Mo. — Water,  its  topical  uses  in  Surgery. 
17th.  Dr.  Alex.  H.  Stevens,  New  York — Sanitary  Principles  applicable 
to  the  Construction  of  Dwellings. 

18.  Dr.  Porcher,  Charleston,  S.  C. — Toxicological  and  Medicinal  Pro- 
perties of  our  Cryptogamic  Plants. 

19Lh.  Dr.  G.  Emerson,  Philadelphia — Agency  of  the  Refrigeration  pro- 
duced through  upward  Radiation  of  Heat,  as  an  excitino  cause -of  disease. 

20th.  Dr.  Worthinglon  Hooker,  Connecticut,  on  the  Epidemics  of  New 
England  and  New  York. 

21st.  Dr.  John  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  Penn.,  on  the  Epidemics  of  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland. 

22d.  Dr.  Robert  W.  Haxall,  Richmond,  Va.,  on  the  Epidemics  of  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina. 

23d.  Dr.  Wm.  M.  Boling,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  on  the  Epidemics  of 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Alabama. 

24th.  Dr.  Ed.  H.  Barton,  Louisiana,  on  the  Epidemics  of  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  Texas  and  Arkansas. 

2.5th.  Dr.  Sutton,  Georgetown,  Ky.,  on  the  Epidemics  of  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky, 

26th.  Dr.  Thos.  Reyburn,  Missouri,  on  the  Epidemics  of  Missouri,  Illi- 
nois, Iowa  and  Wisconsin. 

27th.  Dr.  Geo.  Medenhall,  Ohio,  on  the  Epidemics  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Michigan. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  on  the  Committee  for  Volunteer 
Communications,  viz.  : — Drs.  G.  Flayward,  J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  D.  H.  Storer, 
J.  Bigelow,  of  Boston;  and  Dr.  Usher-Parsons,  of  Providence,  R.  I. 
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CASE   OF   DOUBLE  OVARIAN   DROPSY— ROTH    OVARIES  SUCCESS- 
FULLY REMOVED  BY  THE  LARGE  PERITONEAL  SECTION. 

BY  E.  R.   PEASLEE,  A.M.,  M.D.,  PROFESSOR    OF    SURGERY    IN  THE  MEDICAL  SCHOOL 

OF  MAINE. 

[We  copy  the  following  report  of  this  exceedingly  interesting  case 
from  the  last  number  of  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences. 
The  case,  in  itself  remarkable,  acquires  to  us  the  more  importance,  from 
being  the  first  instance  in  which  this  operation,  by  the  large  perito- 
neal section,  has  been  successfully  performed  in  New  England.  We 
quote  the  case  in  full,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  matter,  and  not  exactly 
in  accordance  with  our  established  rule  in  such  cases,  believing  that  it 
would  thus  be  more  acceptable  to  the  surgical  reader,  and  that  a  complete 
report  of  it  should  be  placed  on  record  in  our  Journal.  In  its  perusal 
three  things  are  prominently  noticed  : — the  exact  diagnosis — the  com- 
pleteness of  the  operation — and  the  philosophical  and  satisfactory  ex- 
planation of  the  conditions  and  symptoms  observed  in  the  course  of  the 
disease  ;  to  which  may  be  added  the  marked  modesty  of  the  author  in 
the  recital.  We  recommend  it  as  a  model  for  reports  in  medical  and 
surgical  practice. — Ed.] 

Miss  Sarah  N.  G  ,  of  West  Claremont,  N.  H.,  set.  25,  black 

hair  and  eyes,  delicate  development,  but  not  fragile — a  young  lady  of 
intellect  and  refinement — first  cousulted  me  on  the  6th  of  Sept.,  1850. 
She  had  first  discovered  a  tumor  extending  halfway  from  the  symphysis 
pubis  to  the  umbilicus,  and  precisely  on  the  middle  line,  in  June,  1849, 
or  about  fifteen  months  ago.  It  was  then,  perhaps,  three  inches  in  dia- 
meter, very  movable,  and  apparently  of  a  spherical  figure.  Its  size  be- 
came doubled,  she  thinks,  within  six  months  afterwards,  and  has  been 
still  more  rapidly  increasing  since.  It  has  never  been  painful  at  all, 
nor  tender  on  pressure  up  to  the  present  time.  A  disagreeable  sensa- 
tion of  tension  alone  has  been  felt,  and  this  only  for  the  last  few  months. 
She  has  never,  at  any  former  period,  had  any  pain  in  either  iliac  or  in- 
guinal region  ;  nor  any  other  symptom  of  inflammation,  or  even  irrita- 
tion, of  either  ovary.  *  Menstruation  has  been  regular  to  the  present 
time ;  and  there  has  never  been  any  leucorrhoeal  discharge.  Nor  has 
there  been  any  derangement  of  the  stomach  or  bowels  till  since  she 
commenced  the  use  of  drastic  cathartics  ;  and  her  present  emaciation, 
22 
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weakness,  pallor  and  loss  of  appetite,  she  attributes  mainly  to  them. 
During  the  last  few  months,  she  has,  in  addition  to  hydragogue  ca- 
thartics, made  trial  of  diuretics  and  iodine  ointment — but  with  no  per- 
ceptible benefit.  Her  appetite  is  still  poor,  though  all  medication  has 
been  suspended  for  two  or  three  weeks.  She  is  not  yet  troubled  with 
either  dyspnoea  or  nausea  from  the  pressure  of  the  tumor. 

As  several  distinguished  physicians  had  been  either  doubtful  or  incor- 
rect in  their  diagnosis  of  Miss  G.'s  case,  I  shall  be  the  more  explicit  in 
regard  to  the  examination  made  to  establish  it — the  general  condition  of 
the  patient  having  been  already  indicated. 

The  abdomen  is  very  prominent ;  its  circumference  being  thirty-nine 
inches  above  the  hips,  and  forty-one  around  and  across  them.  The  en- 
largement is  regular,  except  that  the  left  side,  from  the  spine  to  the 
linea  alba,  measures  three  quarters  of  an  inch  more  than  the  right.  It 
rises  to  within  two  inches  of  the  ensiform  cartilage,  and  fluctuation  is  de- 
tectable in  every  part  of  it.  The  abdominal  walls  are  very  tense,  and 
not  yet  at  all  pendulous.  The  skin  even  is  so  tense  as  not  to  allow  of 
any  motion.  No  tympanitic  sound  is  elicited  by  percussion,  except  over 
the  epigastrium  ;  and  whether  the  patient  is  sitting,  standing  or  lying  in 
varied  positions,  no  apparent  effect  is  produced  on  the  fluctuation,  the 
sound  on  percussion,  nor  the  position  of  the  enlargement  itself. 

A  tumor  is  felt,  per  vaginam,  in  the  region  of  the  left  ovary,  around 
which  (and  also  obscurely  within  it)  fluctuation  is  apparent  on  percuss- 
ing the  abdomen  externally  ;  though,  as  a  whole,  it  appears  lobulated 
and  quite  resistant.  The  finger  can  reach  only  a  portion  of  it,  perhaps 
as  large  as  a  hen's  egg. 

This  tumor  is  also  felt  per  rectum,  and  most  extensively  to  the  left  of 
the  uterus  ;  the  latter  being  slighdy  retroverted,  but  not  inclined  to 
either  side.  This  aspect  of  the  tumor  seemed  entirely  solid,  and  not 
manifesting  the  least  fluctuation.  It  can  be  slightly  elevated  on  the  tip 
of  the  finger ;  but  whetlier  from  the  yielding  of  the  attachments,  or  of 
its  walls,  1  cannot  determine. 

Diagnosis. — An  ovarian  tumor,  probably  originating  from  the  left 
side ;  the  fluid  being  contained  in  a  large  sac  constituting  the  greater 
part  of  the  tumor ;  and  the  more  solid  portion,  felt  per  vaginam,  being 
a  mass  of  smaller  sacs  connected  with  the  latter,  and  containing  each  so 
small  a  quantity  of  fluid  as  to  admit  of  only  an  obscure  fluctuation. 

Advised  that  the  patient  be  tapped  without  delay,  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  whether  the  fluid  was  principally  contained  in  a  single  large 
sac,  as  appeared  to  be  the  case — how  large  the  solid  part  of  the  tumor 
might  be  ;  whether  the  diseased  mass  had  become  adherent  to  the  sur- 
rounding parts  and  organs  ;  and  all  other  facts  bearing  on  the  question 
of  removal  of  the  mass  by  the  large  peritoneal  section — this  operation 
having  been  previously  suggested  and  explained  to  the  patient  before  she 
consulted  me. 

Sept.  11th  (five  days  afterwards).  Dr.  E.  E.  Phelps,  of  Windsor,  Vt., 
tapped  the  patient,  and  obtained  26  lbs.  of  a  thick  fluid  of  a  brown  color 
(specific  gravity  1026),  with  flakes  floating  in  it  so  large  as  to  obstruct  a 
canula  of  the  common  size.    An  apparently  solid  tumor  at  once  became 
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prominent  on  the  left  side  of  the  abdomen,  seven  and  a  half  inches  in  its 
vertical  dimensions,  and  four  inches  in  its  transverse  at  its  upper  part,  by 
five  inches  at  the  lower,  it  seemed  perfectly  movable,  and  non-adherent 
to  any  contiguous  part. 

The  patient  was  at  once  relieved.  She  came  down  stairs  the  morning 
after.  Her  appetite  at  once  returned  ;  the  kidneys  began  immediately  to 
act  copiously,  and  so  continued  for  a  week.  Still,  Dr.  Phelps  found,  on 
the  15th,  that  the  sac  was  rapidly  filling  again. 

I  again  saw  the  patient  on  the  17th,  six  days  after  the  tapping,  with 
Dr.  S.  G.  Jarvis,  lier  attending  physician,  and  Dr.  Phelps.  She  had  sat 
up  all  day  as  well  as  yesterday,  and  appeared  much  better  in  counte- 
nance than  when  I  saw  her  on  the  6th  ;  but  a  large  quantity  of  fluid  had 
accumulated  since  the  1 1th. 

Examination. — Abdomen  quite  lax,  and  fluctuation  everywhere  ap- 
parent, except  in  the  left  lumbar  region,  and  thence  forwards  to  a  line 
from  the  seventh  left  costal  cartilage  to  the  anterior  superior  spinous  pro- 
cess of  the  ilium.  No  tympanitic  sound  on  percussion,  except  over  the 
upper  part  of  the  ascending  and  right  half  of  the  transverse  colon  ; 
though,  while  the  patient  sits  erect,  it  extends  across  the  epigastrium. 
Circumference  to-day,  above  the  hips,  while  erect,  is  thirty-three  inches; 
around  the  hips,  thirty-five  inches.  Distance  across,  from  one  anterior 
superior  spinous  process  to  the  other,  thirteen  and  a  half  inches. 

The  solid  tumor,  so  prominent  immediately  after  the  tapping,  is  far  less 
so  now.  It  is  found  to  extend  from  the  level  of  the  left  crista  ilii  to 
the  cartilage  of  the  seventh  rib  ;  is  not  movable  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tent ;  is  not  tender  nor  even  sensitive  to  pressure,  and  presents  a  distinct 
elevation  on  its  anterior  face  half  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg,  and  about  four 
inches  from  the  top  ;  probably  a  distinct  sac  full  of  fluid.  Its  position 
is  nearly  vertical,  and  it  can  be  traced  downwards  about  seven  inches. 
Its  other  dimensions  appear  tlie  same  as  those  given  by  Dr.  Phelps  on 
the  1 1th  ;  but  the  accumulation  of  fluid  since  then  renders  it  more  diffi- 
cult to  determine  its  size  with  accuracy. 

The  skin  of  the  abdomen  is  now  movable  in  every  part,  and  there  is  no 
tenderness  on  pressure  anywhere,  except  at  two  points,  each  about  one 
and  a  half  inches  square,  viz.,  just  below  the  cartilage  of  the  eighth 
rib  on  the  right  side,  and  at  the  anterior  extremity  of  the  tenth  rib  on  the 
left  side.  This  did  not  appear  to  be  peritoneal  tenderness.  She  has 
had  no  pain  since  the  tapping  ;  no  unpleasant  sensation,  indeed,  except 
a  tired  feeling  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  which,  during  the  past  year, 
she  has  oftentimes  experienced.  I,  therefore,  discovered  no  proofs  of 
adhesion  of  either  the  solid  portion  or  the  sac,  now  perhaps  half  filled 
with  fluid  again.  It  was,  however,  possible  that  the  latter  might  be  ex- 
tensively adherent,  either  to  the  omentum  majus,  or  the  peritoneum  of 
the  abdominal  walls,  or  both.  The  mobility  of  the  solid  portion,  after 
tapping,  satisfied  Dr.  Phelps,  at  the  time,  that  this  part  of  the  diseased 
mass  could  not  be  adherent.  And  no  sign  of  peritoneal  inflammation 
has  hitherto  existed  to  lead  to  the  suspicion  of  adhesion  from  that  cause, 
either  prior,  or  subsequent,  to  the  tapping.  And  previous  examinations 
even,  whether  external  or  internal,  have  never  produced  pain  at  the  time 
or  afterwards. 
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Per  vaorijiam,  the  finger  feels  to-day  merely  a  tenseness  in  the  region 
of  the  left  ovary,  but  nothing  of  the  solid  tlimor  detected  on  the  first 
examination,  eleven  days  ago.  Nor  can  any  fluctuation  be  detected  in 
this  direction  from  the  vagina  to-day. 

Per  rectum,  also,  I  can  detect  only  the  unyielding  band  in  the  posi- 
tion of  the  left  ovary  ;  no  fluctuation  or  tumor.  The  uterus  is  a  little 
retroverted,  but  lies  on  the  middle  line.  It  is  not  at  all  tender.  It  can 
be  displaced  a  little  to  the  left,  but  not  towards  the  right  side. 

The  uterine  sound  entered  the  uterus  two  and  a  quarter  inches,  following 
the  middle  line  also  ;  but  the  uterus  could  not  be  moVed  perceptibly 
upon  it.    It  produced  no  pain. 

On  passing  a  sound  into  the  bladder,  it  also  followed  the  normal  direc- 
tion, and  could  be  passed  freely  in  all  directions  within  that  organ. 

All  the  changes  which  could  be  made  in  the  position  of  the  enlarge- 
ment produced  no  appreciable  effect  upon  the  position  either  of  the  ute- 
rus or  the  bladder,  while  they  were  respectively  sounded. 

All  the  preceding  facts  were  thought  to  be  consistent  with  the  diagno- 
sis given  on  the  6th  ;  the  evacuation  of  the  fluid  by  paracentesis  having 
allowed  the  solid  portion  to  rise  higher  in  and  above  the  pelvis,  into  the 
lower  part  of  which  it  had  before  been  pressed,  by  the  greater  weight 
in  the  large  sac  attached  to  it — this  elevation  of  the  tumor  also  produc- 
ing the  tense  state  of  the  left  broad  ligament  just  alluded  to. 

I  therefore  told  Miss  G.  that,  so  far  as  positive  signs  were  concerned, 
her  case  appeared  at  least  as  favorable  for  the  operation  of  extirpation 
by  the  large  section,  as  several  of  the  cases  reported  in  which  it  had  been 
performed  ;  that  I  did  not  assume  that  it  was  ever  justifiable,  but,  if  so, 
it  would  be  so  in  the  present  case,  so  far  as  I  could  discover  any  indica- 
tions to  the  contrary  ;  that  I  did  not,  however,  advise  the  operation, 
since  it  might  prove  fatal,  even  though  the  disease  was  successfully  re- 
moved ;  and  on  the  other  hand  this  might,  on  opening  the  abdomen, 
be  found  impossible,  in  which  case  she  could,  of  course,  derive  no  ad- 
vantage from  the  operation,  and  might  even  lose  her  life  in  consequence 
of  it. 

She  replied  that  she  had  resolved  to  have  the  operation  performed, 
if  there  was  any  possibility  of  its  succeeding ;  certainly,  if  there  was 
one  chance  in  eight  for  her  to  live  through  and  recover  from  it,  inde- 
pendently of  the  chance  of  removing  the  disease  ;  that  she  well  knew 
all  the  risk,  and  wished  to  incur  it.  She  had  before  said  she  had  no 
desire  to  live  as  at  present,  and  had  calmly  contemplated  all  the  conse- 
quences of  her  decision. 

At  her  solicitation,  with  the  request  of  Drs.  Phelps  and  Jarvis,  I  there- 
fore engaged  to  perform  the  operation  on  the  Saturday  following.  She 
seemed  much  relieved  by  my  decision,  and  replied,  "  I  shall  long  to 
have  the  day  arrive." 

Thursday  evening,  Sept.  1 9th. — To  take  a  free  dose  of  castor  oil,  and 
only  fluid  food  afterwards.  To  keep  quiet  also,  especially  on  Saturday 
— the  operation  to  be  performed  at  3  J  P.  M.  of  that  day. 

Saturday,  21st.  The  fluid  has  so  far  accumulated,  during  the  past 
four  days,  that  it  is  now  difllcult  to  find  the  solid  part  of  the  diseased 
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mass  at  all.  The  tenderness  at  the  two  points  specified  on  the  17th  is  now 
somewhat  increased,  and  I  discover  a  distinct  "  friction  feeling "  not 
before  existing  over  them — mentioned  at  the  time  as  a  proof  that  ad- 
hesions of  the  mass  had  formed  since  my  last  examination. 

Operation^  3J  P.  M. — The  patient  was  placed  upon  a  table,  with  the 
feet  towards  a  window,  and  resting  on  a  chair,  the  head  and  shoulders 
being  elevated  upon  pillows  placed  upon  an  inclined  plane,  and  sup- 
ported by  an  assistant.  She  had  previously  evacuated  the  bladder :  the 
pubes  had  been  shaven  so  far  as  would  be  implicated  by  the  incision  ; 
a  sheet  applied  around  the  pelvis,  and  a  line  drawn  with  a  lead  pencil,  to 
indicate  the  precise  position  of  the  incision,  from  a  point  two  inches  above 
the  umbilicus,  and  one  half  inch  to  the  left  of  the  linea  alba,  down  to 
the  symphysis  pubis.  The  temperature  of  the  room  had  been  raised  to 
80^  Fahr.,  and  was  to  be  kept  at  this  point  for  the  first  few  days — the 
air  also  to  be  kept  damp  during-  the  operation  by  the  constant  evapora- 
tion of  water. 

Drs.  Jarvis  and  Tolles,  of  Claremont ;  Drs.  Phelps  and  Clark,  of 
Windsor  ;  Dr.  Comings,  of  Plainfield,  and  Messrs.  D.  S.  Conant  and 
A.  T.  Fitch  (two  of  my  medical  pupils),  assisted  me. 

Anaesthesia  was  induced,  in  about  six  minutes,  by  a  mixture  of  pure 
sulph.  ether  (twelve  parts)  and  chloroform  (one  part),  and  the  opera- 
tion was  commenced  at  ten  minutes  before  4  o'clock. 

On  dividing  the  skin  and  superficial  fascia  upon  the  line  marked  as 
above — it  being  nine  inches  in  length — I  found,  contrary  to  my  expec- 
tation, that  the  latter,  together  with  the  adipose  deposit  in  it,  was  at 
least  one  and  a  quarter  inch  thick,  for  an  extent  of  four  inches  below 
the  umbilicus  ;  which  caused  no  little  subsequent  difficulty  in  closing 
the  wound.  Next,  the  abdominal  aponeurosis  was  cautiously  divided  for 
half  an  inch,  at  a  point  three  inches  below  the  umbilicus,  with  the  in- 
tention of  falling  directly  upon  the  linea  alba,  and  between  the  recti 
muscles.  But  the  deviation  of  the  linea  alba  to  the  left  side  being  still 
greater  than  I  had  calculated,  my  incision  was  found  to  have  penetrated 
the  sheath  of  one  of  the  recti.  By  the  introduction  of  a  probe,  it  was 
at  once  ascertained  to  be  the  j'ight  rectus  which  I  had  reached,  and 
just  at  its  inner  edge;  and  thus  the  precise  position  of  the  linea  alba  was 
indicated. 

After  all  external  hemorrhage  had  ceased  (not  over  §  j.),  I  carefully 
divided  the  linea  alba  for  about  six  inches.  In  doino^  this,  a  small  ar- 
tery  in  the  edge  of  the  left  rectus  was  severed  ;  but  the  contact  of  the 
air  at  once  stopped  the  bleeding.  I  now  expected  to  see  the  fascia 
transversalis  and  peritoneum  ;  since,  in  this  operation,  they  are  generally 
found  very  much  thickened.  But  in  this  1  was  disappointed.  On  di- 
viding, with  the  greatest  care,  the  very  thin  aponeurosis,  I  brought  into 
view  a  dense  white  membrane,  and  of  too  smooth  an  aspect  to  be  the 
external  surface  either  of  the  fascia  transversalis  or  the  peritoneum  ;  and 
which  1  concluded,  after  a  brief  examination,  must  be  the  sac  itself. 
But,  as  some  doubt  was  expressed  as  to  the  correctness  of  this  opinion, 
I  endeavored  by  careful  dissection  to  detach  from  it  either  the  fascia  or 
the  peritoneum,  until  it  became  certain  that  the  membrane  in  sight  was 
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the  sac  itself.  In  settling  this  question,  however,  at  least  ten  minutes 
were  lost.  Moreover,  a  vein  in  the  Wa'l  of  the  sac  was  divided,  which 
afforded  almost  all  of  the  blood  lost  during  the  operation,  and  which 
amounted  in  all  to  not  more  than  |  x.  The  hemorrhage  was  arrested 
by  applying  a  ligature  to  the  vein,  till  the  sac  should  be  removed.  In 
detaching  the  vein  for  this  purpose,  the  sac  was  divided  completely 
through,  and  a  small  quantity  of  the  characteristic  contents  escaped. 

And  at  this  conjuncture,  still  another  cause  of  delay  occurred.  The 
patient,  hitherto  perfectly  quiescent,  now  began  to  make  violent  efforts 
to  vomit ;  and  supposing  the  anaesthetic  might  possibly  produce  this 
effect,  it  was  at  once  withdrawn,  and  not  afterwards  administered  during 
the  operation.  Still  the  retching  continued  ;  and  during  this  time  1 
could  only  sustain  the  abdomen  with  both  hands,  and  keep  the  internal 
organs  from  protruding  as  effectually  as  I  might.  About  fifteen  minutes 
were  lost  in  this  way.  During  these  violent  efforts,  the  incision  gaped 
so  as  to  assume  an  elliptical  form  ;  the  sac  filling  up  the  ellipse,  except 
when  a  loop  of  intestine  or  a  portion  of  omentum  made  its  appearance. 
These  were,  however,  always  ^  replaced  with  ease,  during  all  stages  of 
the  operation. 

When  the  retching  had  ceased,  I  introduced  the  hand  to  ascertain  if 
the  sac  were  anywhere  adherent — intending,  if  it  were  so  extensively  at- 
tached as  to  render  it  improper  to  remove  it,  to  adopt  the  method  first 
suggested,  I  think,  by  Prof.  Recamier,  viz.,  to  evacuate  the  contents 
through  a  small  opening,  and  attempt  to  produce  adhesion  of  its  anterior 
surface  to  the  abdominal  walls.  But  to  my  great  satisfaction  I  found 
the  mass  was  nowhere  adherent  except  at  the  points  mentioned  before 
I  commenced  the  operation,  over  which  the  "  friction  feeling  "  was  so 
distinct.  Here  the  adhesions  covered,  on  each  side,  a  surface  about  two 
inches  square. 

The  contents  of  the  sac  were  next  evacuated,  through  a  large  incision, 
into  a  bucket,  and  amounted  to  twenty-two  pounds  of  fluid,  like  that  ob- 
tained by  Dr.  Phelps  ten  days  before.  The  incision  through  the  abdo- 
minal aponeurosis  was  now  enlarged  to  correspond  with  that  in  the  skin  ; 
and  the  sac  being  now  collapsed,  the  adhesions  were  easily  broken  up 
by  the  fingers  ;  and  before  removing  the  hand,  I  left  every  part  free  down 
to  the  pedicle,  which  was  very  broad  and  firm,  and  attached  to  the  left 
side  of  the  uterus,  as  was  expected. 

The  more  solid  part  of  the  mass  is  now  seen  to  be  an  aggregation  of 
smaller  sacs  of  various  sizes,  from  that  of  a  pea  upwards.  The  two 
largest  were  punctured  with  a  trocar,  and  at  least  a  pound  of  fluid  es- 
caped. The  whole  mass  was  then  lifted  out  of  the  abdominal  cavity, 
and  held  by  assistants,  while  I  passed  a  double  ligature  of  six  threads  of 
saddler's  silk,  "  not  twisted,  but  well  waxed,"  as  Dr.  Atlee  advises ; 
and  cutting  out  the  needle,  tied  each  portion  around  one  half  of  the 
pedicle.  The  latter  was  six  inches  wide  and  half  an  inch  thick ;  ex- 
cept one  inch  in  the  middle,  where  the  two  layers  of  peritoneum  in  the 
broad  ligament  appeared  in  their  natural  relation.  On  the  outer  side 
of  this  thin  portion  were  an  artery  (nearly  as  large  as  the  radial)  and  a 
vein,  and  a  quantity  of  areolar  tissue ;  on  the  inside,  the  Fallopian  tube, 


Case  of  Double  Ovarian  Dropsy. 


435 


and  a  still  larger  artery  and  vein,  with  a  quantity  of  areolar  tissue  sup- 
porting them.  The  pedicle  was  divided  obliquely  upwards,  and  to 
both  the  right  and  left,  from  a  point  a  quarter  of  an  inch  above  where 
the  ligature  passed  through,  to  within  a  quarter  of  an  inch  of  the  dis- 
eased mass. 

On  making  a  careful  examination  of  all  the  parts  and  organs  brought 
into  view,  preparatory  to  closing  the  incision,  1  discovered  that  a  sac  of 
the  size  of  a  pullet's  egg  was  developed  in  the  right  ovary  also  ;  and 
that  the  whole  organ  was  otherwise  diseased.  Accordingly,  a  double 
ligature  (of  two  threads  only)  was  passed  through  the  broad  ligament, 
and  the  remaining  ovary  was  likewise  removed. 

The  bladder  was  completely  collapsed  ;  the  uterus  perfectly  smooth 
and  healthy.  The  intestines  were  also  in  every  part  collapsed,  and, 
therefore,  now  gave  not  the  least  trouble  from  protrusion.  The  parts 
exposed  to  the  action  of  the  air  assumed  a  somewhat  dusky  hue  ;  espe- 
cially the  uterus  and  bladder,  which  were  of  necessity  longest  exposed. 
The  omentum  was  now  carefully  replaced ;  the  operation,  inclusive  of 
the  delays  above  specified,  having  occupied  fifty-five  minutes. 

Closing  the  Incision, — The  edges  were  accurately  brought  together, 
and  retained  thus,  by  five  long  and  stout  needles,  equidistant  from  each 
other,  and  consequently  one  inch  and  a  half  apart,  and  which  punctured 
all  the  layers  but  the  peritoneum.  The  insertion  of  the  needles  was  a 
difficult  matter,  for  reasons  hereafter  to  be  specified.  The  four  ligatures 
were  brought  out  through  the  incision  at  the  nearest  point,  this  being 
between  the  lowest  two  needles.  No  tent  of  any  kind  was  used.  The 
skin  would  not  meet  for  some  inches  in  the  middle  portion  of  the  incision, 
on  account  of  the  pressure  of  the  parts  underneath  from  the  needles ; 
and  was  drawn  together  by  points  of  suture  an  inch  apart,  penetrat- 
ing it  alone.  Ligatures  were  applied  around  the  needles  in  the  usual 
way. 

The  incision,  being  thus  brought  together,  formed  a  prominent  ridge 
of  the  same  length,  and  four  inches  wide  ;  there  being  on  each  side  of 
it  a  deep  depression,  from  the  empty  state  of  the  alimentary  canal,  and 
the  collapsed  state  of  the  hitherto  distended  abdominal  walls.  Strips  of 
adhesive  plaster  were  applied  across  this  between  the  needles  ;  and  a  com- 
press dipped  in  warm  water,  over  which  a  dry  one  and  a  piece  of  oiled 
silk  were  placed,  completed  the  dressing  ;  and  the  patient  was  placed 
in  bed  at  twenty-five  minutes  before  six. 

She  is  now  (fifteen  minutes  before  6)  much  exhausted,  having  suffered 
much  from  the  introduction  of  the  needles,  as  well  as  from  the  opera- 
tion. Is  deadly  pale,  and  still  very  sick  at  the  stomach.  Pulse  70, 
very  weak  ;  respiration  18.  Warm  blankets  are  applied,  and  a  little 
brandy  and  water  are  given,  and  a  few  drops  of  aq.  ammoniae,  at  inter- 
vals. On  inquiring  whether  she  still  hoped  to  rally  and  do  well,  she  re- 
plied, "  I  have  not  a  doubt  of  it,  sir.'* 

She  was  now  attended  constanUy,  for  the  following  nine  days,  by 
three  of  my  medical  pupils,  in  turn  :  viz.,  Messrs.  Conant,  Fitch,  and 
T.  W.  Wadsworth,  who,  during  that  time,  kept  an  hourly  record  of  her 
condition.    From  this,  I  extract  the  account  which  follows  below.  The 
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temperature  of  the  room  is  to  be  kept  at  78°  to  80°  ;  she  is  to  take  the 
aq.  ammonias,  &;c.,  till  re-action  is  established  ;  and  forty  drops  of  Mc 
IVlunn's  elixir  of  opium,  to  be  then  given.  Nothing  but  bread-water  for 
diet ;  acidulated  drinks ;  not  to  speak  aloud,  nor  to  move  without  assist- 
ance ;  catheterism  every  six  hours  ;  and  the  wet  compress  to  be  renewed 
every  three  hours,  or  before  it  becomes  dry. 

8  o'clock,  P.  M.  (two  hours  after  operation).  Pulse  112,  soft.  (N. 
B. — Her  natural  pulse  is  90.)  Respiration  '21  ;  countenance  pale  and 
cold.  A  little  chilly  at  intervals.  Is  very  faint,  a  common  thing  in  her 
best  health,  when  excited.    Nausea  still  continues  ;  has  not  vomited. 

10  o'clock. — Has  been  gradually  rallying  the  past  two  hours.  At  9, 
took  a  little  wine-whey.  Pulse  now  112,  fuller;  respiration  26.  Has 
slept  a  few  minutes. 

11  o'clock. — Re-action  is  now  complete.  Pulse  112,  and  full;  re- 
spiration 24.  Sickness  and  faintness  nearly  gone.  Drew  §  iij.  of  clear, 
concentrated  urine.  She  has  "  not  the  least  doubt  "  she  will  recover. 
The  sickness  and  faintness  recurred  to  some  extent  during  the  night ; 
and  her  uneasy  sensations  were  relieved  by  changing  her  position  about 
once  an  hour.  She  slept  very  quietly  about  three  hours  in  all.  Vomit- 
ed once  ;   §  iv.  healthy  urine  drawn  at  5,  A.  M. 

Sunday,  6,  A.  M. — Patient  wakes  up  refreshed,  saying  she  has  ^'  rest- 
ed better  than  on  some  nights  before  the  operation."  Pulse  120,  full  ; 
respiration  24.  (At  5  in  the  afternoon  of  to-day,  the  pulse  fell  to  105.) 
Dr.  Jarvis  took  charge  of  the  patient  at  10,  A.  M.,  and  1  did  not 
again  see  her  until  Tuesday  P.  M.  She  has  no  marked  thirst  nor  heat 
of  surface  to-day.  Less  frequent  changes  of  position  are  necessary. 
Occasional  faintness,  and  slight  pain  in  the  course  of  the  incision.  Dr. 
Jarvis  drew  off  §  iv.  urine  at  noon,  and  §  iv.  more  at  7  in  the  evening. 

Monday,  6,  A.  M. — Was  somewhat  cool  at  3  this  morning,  but  no 
chill.  Urine  |  iij.  at  2,  A.  M.  Has  had  a  comfortable  night;  but  has 
slept  only  between  two  and  three  hours.  Pulse  now  112;  respiration 
22.  During  the  day,  the  former  ranged  between  109  and  1 J4.  At 
9,  A.  M.,  §  viij.  of  urine  ;  §  vj.  more  at  5,  P.  M.  ;  and  §  viij.  also 
at  midnight.  Tongue  is  moist,  with  a  very  thin  white  coat.  Had  a  se- 
vere deep-seated  pain  in  right  iliac  region  at  9,  A.  M.  ;  at  12,  a  similar 
pain  near  the  umbilicus  ;  both  relieved  on  change  of  position.  Has  a 
slight  dull  headache  most  of  the  day  ;  and  darting  abdominal  pains  often 
recur.  But  she  slept  an  hour  before  noon  ;  has  no  thirst  ;  no  swelling 
or  tenderness  of  abdomen  ;  skin  is  moist  and  natural  ;  and,  on  the  whole, 
has  had  not  an  uncomfortable  day. 

Tuesday,  6,  A.  M. — Wakes  as  from  a  good  night's  rest,  having  slept 
three  and  a  half  hours  in  all.  The  pulse  fell  to  93  at  5  this  morning.  Is 
now  104,  rather  weak.  Urine  §  viij.  drawn  at  8,  A.  M.  and  at  2,  P.  M. ; 
also  at  10,  P.  M.  Less  pain  in  the  bowels  than  yesterday.  Patient  slept 
half  an  hour  at  noon  ;  feels  stronger;  says  she  could  sit  up,  if  allowed 
to  do  so."  I  saw  her  this  afternoon — seventy  hours  after  the  operation. 
Pulse  112  ;  respiration  23.  It  is  a  very  warm  day,  and  patient  complains 
of  the  heat.  Dressed  the  wound  anew.  Skin  already  united  wherever 
edges  are  in  perfect  contact.    Here  and  there  a  drop  of  pus  around  the 
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sutures.  No  tenderness  or  swelling  r,f  abdomen.  The  catamenia  re- 
turned this  evening,  and  continued  three  days.  She  has  had  a  very 
comfortable  day.  Tongue  slightly  coated,  and  breath  acid.  To  take 
an  enema  this  evening. 

Wednesday  morning. — Patient  slept  quietly  from  four  and  a  half  to  five 
hours  last  night.  Pulse  fell  to  36  at  4,  A.  M.  ;  is  now  (9,  A.  M.)  96, 
full.  Urine  §  vij.  at  6  this  morning.  At  11  J,  A.  M.  (eighty-five  hours 
after  the  operation),  she  passed  g  viij.  urine  without  aid,  for  the  first 
time  ;  and  needed  no  insti'umental  assistance  afterwards — this  secretion 
remaining  normal  during  her  recovery.    Patient  has  had  no  chill  yet  ; 

feels  better  than  yesterday  "  ;  countenance  cheerful  and  animated,  as 
though  nothing  unusual  had  happened..  No  effect  from  the  enema. 
Castor  oil,  5  ij.,  to  be  given  at  2,  A.  M. 

Thursday  morning. — Patient  thinks  she  slept  about  five  hours  last 
night.  "  Feels  stronger."  Pulse  86  ;  respiration  20.  Changed  cloth- 
ing and  bed-clothes  at  10,  A.  M.,  for  first  time  since  operation. 

I  saw  the  patient  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  Pulse  92  ;  dressed  the  inci- 
sion, and  removed  two  of  the  five  needles.  The  abdomen  is  now  less 
concave  on  the  sides  of  the  ridge  produced  by  the  needles.  Scarcely 
any  suppuration.    No  tenderness  or  pain  of  abdomen. 

Friday  morning. — Patient  did  not  sleep  at  all  last  night,  since  the 
bowels  have  not  been  relieved  by  the  oil,  and  a  smarting  where  the 
needles  were  removed  was  felt  most  of  the  night.  Pulse  94  at  9,  A. 
M. ;  ranged  from  83  to  104  during  the  day.  Head  feels  pressed  still. 
Skin  hotter  to-day  ;  less  so  after  an  hour's  sleep  from  2,  P.  M. 

Saturday  morning  (one  week  after  operation). — Patient  took  sixty- 
drops  of  INlcMunn's  elixir  at  two  doses  last  night,  and  slept  about  three 
hours  in  all.  Pulse  84;  respiration  22,  at  9,  A.  M.,  to-day  ;  having 
just  waked  from  half  an  hour's  sleep. 

I  saw  the  patient  at  3,  P.  M.,  to-day  ;  changed  all  the  dressings,  and 
removed,  the  three  remaining  needles.  Skin  firmly  united,  except  at 
three  points  where  the  apposition  had  not  been  perfect.  Very  little 
suppuration.  Appetite  strong.  A  slight  flatulent  distension  on  right 
side  of  abdomen.  Tongue  slightly  yellow.  To  take  5  ij.  more  of  cas- 
tor oil  this  evening,  and  thirty  drops  of  McMunn's  elixir. 

The  record  was  hereafter  rnade  only  once  in  three  hours. 

Sunday. — Patient  slept  about  four  hours  in  all  last  night.  Is  stronger 
than  yesterday,  and  wishes  to  begin  to  help  herself.  Pulse  at  3,  P.  M., 
is  90  ;  respiration  22.  A  large  enema  secured  the  free  operation  of  the 
oil  in  the  evening,  and  she  slept  all  night  "  as  well  as  she  ever  did." 

Monday,  9,  A.  M. — Pulse  88  ;  respiration  18.  Perfectly  comforta- 
ble in  all  respects. 

Messrs.  Conant,  Fitch  and  Wadsworth  discontinued  their  attendance 

from  this  time.  fTo  be  concluded  next  week.] 


Population  of  London, — At  the  completion  of  the  19th  century  it  is 
calculated  by  Mr.  R.  T.  Popling  that,  at  the  present  rate  of  increase—- 
1.515  per  cpnt,  per  annum — the  population  of  London  will  be  4,816,062. 


(  438  ) 


BLANCHED  HAIR   FROM   SUDDEN  EMOTIONS. 
iOommunicated  for  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  .TournHl.] 

Upon  entering  the  ports  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  a  person  is  surprised  with 
the  ahuost  uniform  blackness  and  luxuriance  of  the  hair  of  the  natives. 

But  instances  are  not  rare,  in  which  we  see  persons  quite  young  with 
their  hair  blanched  to  a  perfect  whiteness,  free  from  the  creamy  tinge 
that  marks  the  change  in  temperate  or  other  latitudes  of  the  Atlantic 
coast,  from  the  effect  of  age  and  other  causes.  With  the  native  of  the 
Pacific,  the  intermediate  grade  of  gray,  marking  in  our  country  the  ad- 
vance of  age,  is  scarcely  known  ;  although,  as  with  us,  the  hair  of  the 
aged  is  white — "  not  frosted  o'er  by  the  passage  of  many  winters  " — as 
the  transition  is  usually  sudden,  from  the  effects  of  fear  or  great  mental 
anxiety  ;  often  changing  from  a  raven  black  to  a  dead  crispy  white  in 
a  single  night. 

The  citizens  of  Europe  and  America,  who  have  resided  long  upon  the 
Pacific  coast,  have  remarked  that  their  hair  became  subject  to  an  early 
change  in  color,  with  an  apparent  increase  of  vitality,  indicated  by 
rapid  growth  and  an  oily  gloss.  Whenever,  in  the  course  of  their  busi- 
ness, they  were  subject  to  sudden  emotions,  they  observed,  immediately 
after,  a  great  accession  to  the  numbers  of  their  gray  hairs. 

As  in  our  own  country,  the  change  of  light  hair  is  less  rapid  than 
dark,  resembling  the  change  of  black  with  us.  Still  all  grades  of  tem- 
perament are  subject  to  it,  although  they  may  differ  in  degree.  In  San 
Francisco,  I  have  met  with  young  men  scarcely  30  years  of  age,  with 
hair  and  beard  blanched  to  an  almost  perfect  whiteness.  As  an  instance, 
I  met  a  young  man,  then  on  his  way  home,  after  having  resided  two 
years  in  the  mining  region.  His  hair  was  blanched  to  patriarchal  white- 
ness, although  he  had  not  reached  the  completion  of  his  twenty-sixth 
year.  His  hair,  when  he  first  arrived  in  California,  was  of  a  glossy 
black,  luxuriant  and  free  from  disease.  After  having  been  subject  to 
the  vicissitudes  of  mining  life,  for  a  year  and  a  half,  without  gaining 
gold  faster  than  was  required  to  supply  his  daily  wants,  he  removed  to 
the  north  fork  of  the  Yuba  river,  high  up,  where  his  fortunes  gradually 
improved,  until  he  was  taken  sick  and  obliged  to  remain  in  camp.  His 
disease  was  called,  by  the  camp  physician,  bilious  intermittent,  with 
pulmonary  congestion.  On  the  5th  of  October,  1850,  he  raised  in  the 
forenoon  some  blood,  and  on  the  return  of  the  doctor  and  friends,  at  mid- 
day, from  labor,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  bleed,  and  the  arm  was 
bandaged  and  the  blood  drawn  upon  the  floor,  beside  his  bed.  As  he 
felt  relieved,  he  advised  his  friends  to  return  to  their  labor.  When 
they  left  him,  he  had  fallen  asleep,  and  did  not  awake  until  dusk.  On 
opening  his  eyes,  the  first  object  that  met  his  view  was  a  huge  grizly 
bear,  lapping  from  the  floor  the  blood  which  had  been  drawn  fiom  his 
arm.  His  fright  was  so  great,  in  his  then  feeble  state,  that  he  imme- 
diately fainted,  and  was  found  apparently  dead  by  his  friends,  who  re- 
turned just  as  the  bear  left.  After  the  application  of  such  restoratives 
as  the  camp  afforded,  life  was  restored,  but  his  faculties  suffered  for 
several  days ;  and  on  the  morning  succeeding  the  unpleasant  visit  of 
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the  bear,  his  hair  was  found  changed  to  a  perfect  white,  without  one  re- 
maining of  the  original  color  to  show  the  contrast. 

[  will  refer  to  another  instance — that  of  a  young  man  about  23 
years  old.  He  came  from  the  mines  to  San  Francisco,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  soon  leaving  the  latter  place  for  home.  On  the  evening  of  his 
arrival,  he,  with  his  companions,  visited  the  gambling  saloons.  After 
watching  for  a  long  time  the  varied  fortunes  of  a  table  supposed  to  be 
undergoing  the  process  of  "  tapping,"  from  the  continued  success  of 
those  betting  against  the  bank,  the  excitement  overthrew  his  better 
judgment,  and  he  threw  upon  the  "  seven  spot  "  of  a  new  deal,  a  bag 
which  he  said  contained  1100  dollars — his  all,  the  result  of  two  years' 
privation  and  hard  labor — exclaiming,  with  a  voice  trembling  from  in- 
tense excitement,  "  my  home,  or  the  mines^  As  the  dealer  slowly  re- 
sumed the  drawing  of  his  cards — with  his  countenance  livid,  from  fear 
of  the  inevitable  fate  that  seems  ever  attendant  upon  the  tapping  pro- 
cess when  once  commenced — 1  turned  my  eyes  towards  the  young  man 
who  had  staked  his  whole  gains  upon  a  card  ;  and  never  shall  I  forget 
the  impression  made  by  his  look  of  intense  anxiety,  as  he  watched  the 
cards  as  they  fell  from  the  dealer's  hands.  All  the  energies  of  his 
system  seemed  concentrated  in  the  fixed  gaze  of  his  eyes,  while  the 
deadly  pallor  of  his  face  bespoke  the  subdued  action  of  his  heart.  All 
around  seemed  infected  with  the  sympathetic  powers  of  the  spell — even 
the  hitherto  successful  winners  forgot  their  own  stakes,  in  the  hazardous 
chance  placed  upon  the  issue  of  the  bet.  The  cards  are  slowly  told, 
with  the  precision  of  high-wrought  excitement.  The  seven  spot 
wins  !  The  spell  is  broken — re-action  takes  place.  The  winner  ex- 
claims, with  a  deep-drawn  sigh,  I  will  never  gamble  again^  and  was 
carried  from  the  room  in  a  deep  swoon,  from  which  he  did  not  fully  re- 
recover  until  the  next  morning,  and  then  to  know  that  the  equivalent 
surrendered  for  his  gain,  was  the  color  of  his  hair,  now  changed  to  a 
perfect  white  I 

Although  the  above  may  be  considered  extreme  cases,  sufficient  to 
warrant  a  like  result  in  any  country,  still  I  could  relate  instances  where 
the  cause  of  excitement  was  slight,  and  yet  produced  a  rapid  change 
in  the  hair,  with  the  same  certainty  ;  showing  evidently  the  predisposing 
influences  of  climate.  One  instance  now  occurs,  of  a  young  priest  at 
Acapulco,  whose  strongly  besetting  sins  were  monte  and  cock-fighting, 
although  others  might  be  numbered  in  the  same  catalogue.  The  purity 
of  his  hair  was  accounted,  by  its  sudden  transition  from  black  to 
white,  a  miracle  emblematical  of  his  character  ;  but  the  history  of  the 
change  would  lead  us  to  suppose  that  it  originated  from  another  cause 
than  a  saintly  organization.  On  the  Sunday  that  marked  the  change, 
he  exhorted  his  hearers  to  beware  of  the  immoralities  practised  by 
foreigners  ;  in  the  afternoon  he  engaged  zealously  in  the  disputes  of  the 
cock-pit,  and  ended  at  night  with  an  exciting  game  of  monte. 

The  cause  of  these  sudden  changes  must  arise  from  atmospherical 
peculiarities,  as  upon  the  Atlantic  side  we  are  subject  to  the  same  sea- 
sons, with  the  exception  that  the  prevailing  wind  upon  the  Atlantic  coast 
during  the  dry  season  has  more  humidity.    From  whatever  source  the 
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predisposing  cause  may  originate,  it  is  certain  that  excitement  hastens 
the  change.  Yours  respectfully,       E.  R.  Smilie. 

Boston,  June  26th,  1851. 


HOSPITALS  IN  CONSTANTINOPLE. 

FR03I  THE  EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THIS  JOURNAL. 

I  VISITED  one  of  the  largest  hospitals,  exclusively  the  property  of  the 
Greeks,  just  beyond  the  Seven  Towers,  on  passing  through  the  gate 
beyond  Stamboul.  It  is  immensely  large,  in  the  form  of  a  Greek  cross 
on  the  ground — having  four  wings  diverging  from  a  centre.  They  were 
but  one  story  high,  and  finished  within  by  wood  ceilings.  Surrounding 
the  whole,  is  a  wall.  Four  hundred  patients  are  accommodated,  if  ne- 
cessary, at  a  time,  entirely  by  the  charitable  contributions  of  their  be- 
nevolent countrymen.  The  institution  reflects  honor  on  those  who  have 
thus  created  and  sustained  it  under  all  the  hardships  and  oppressions  to 
which  they  have  been  subjected^  by  their  political  masteis,  the  Turks. 
Over  the  head  of  each  bed  was  the  name  of  tlie  incumbent,  his  disease, 
&.C.,  as  in  all  other  similar  establishments  in  Europe.  The  w  ards  were 
quite  long,  the  bedsteads  mostly  iron,  and  an  air  of  comfort,  quiet  and 
good  order  reigned  throughout.  No  marked  cases  of  surgery  were  referred 
to — nor,  indeed,  were  any  anomalies  in  disease  discovered  in  traversing 
the  apartments.  Two  wards  were  devoted  to  the  insane — one  for  males 
and  the  other  for  females.  When  1  first  entered  the  oflice  and  express- 
ed a  wish  to  examine  the  charity,  permission  was  given,  and  a  mere  boy 
sent  to  show  the  way.  On  expressing  a  wish  to  enter  where  the  luna- 
tics were  confined,  some  reluctance  was  manifested,  but  the  young  man 
yielded  to  earnest  importunity,  though  he  positively  refused  to  lead  me 
to  the  wing  where  the  females  were  located.  Not  more  than  forty,  in 
all,  were  under  the  care  of  the  hospital.  All  the  males  were  lying  on 
their  mattrasses  upon  the  floor,  wearing  iron  collars  about  their  necks, 
from  whence  a  chain  extended  to  a  strong  staple  in  the  floor.  They 
were  far  enough  asunder  to  prevent  interference  with  each  other.  A 
boy  of  about  15,  heavily  laden  in  this  manner,  in  one  corner,  was 
imagined  to  be  a  furious  maniac,  as  an  apology  for  his  confinement.  A 
wound  on  the  side  of  his  head  might  have  been  an  injury  inflicted  on 
himself  in  a  paroxysm  of  fury.  On  returning  to  the  office,  tw^o  of  the 
directors  being  present,  the  inquiry  was  made  why  we  wished  so  urgendy 
to  see  the  house.  I  then  made  known  my  profession,  and  further  ob- 
served, that  having  come  so  great  a  distance  it  would  be  a  subject  of 
deep  regret  not  to  be  permitted  to  examine  one  of  the  best-conducted 
hospitals  in  Constantinople — a  privilege  never  denied  a  medical  traveller 
in  any  part  of  Europe  or  America.  Having  discovered  that  I  was  from 
the  latter  country,  they  were  extremely  polite.  Sherbet  was  brought  in, 
soon  followed  by  coffee,  and  they  then,  with  apologies,  accompanied 
me  to  the  wards  of  the  female  lunatics.  Their  treatment  was  similar 
to  the  others.  The  improved  system  of  kindness  and  indulgence  has 
not  yet  been  introduced  anvwhere  in  this  country.    The  Greeks  will 
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do  it  first,  if  it  is  ever  sanctioned  at  all,  for  their  intelligence,  and  ambi- 
tion to  avail  themselves  of  the  wisdom  that  distinguishes  foreign  coun- 
tries, are  apparent.  Although,  out  of  place,  I  will  here  remark  that  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Beyroot,  the  Monks  have  possession  of  a  cave  in 
which  maniacs  are  shut  up,  while  the  holy  impostors  exorcise  the  devils 
who  have  possession  of  their  unhappy  patients.  Such  is  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  place,  that  lunatics  are  invariably  carried  there  from  great 
distances.  If  the  efforts  are  unsuccessful,  they  are  then  sometimes  dis- 
posed to  consult  physicians.  Dr.  De  Forest  will  probably  communicate 
an  account  of  this  farcical,  and,  no  doubt,  often  cruel  management, 
which  renders  a  further  description  here  unnecessary.  Sign.  Dr.  Pietro 
and  Sign.  Dr.  Alexandro  are  the  medical  and  surgical  visiters  of  this 
hospital  in  Constantinople.  Sign.  Fani  Zalliero  and  Sign.  Georgio  pa  pi 
Lambrinardo  are  the  immediate  directors.  The  other  hospitals  do  not 
differ  essentially  from  this,  beyond  the  fine  external  appearance  which 
the  funds  of  the  government  enables  the  soldiers'  hospital  to  assume. 


SMALLPOX  IN  THE  SEVENTH  MONTH  OF  PREGNANCY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jo2irnal. 

Sir, — I  was  called,  recently,  to  attend  a  young  married  lady,  who,  1 
was  informed,  had  been  suffering  intense  pain  for  the  twenty-four  hours 
previous.  I  found  the  patient  with  hot  skin,  dry  red  tongue,  high  arte- 
rial excitement;  pulse  1  10  per  minute,  full;  severe  pain  in  the  head  and 
back,  and  in  the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy.  Prescribed  leeches  to 
the  temples,  and  hyd.  and  jalap,  aa  gr.  x.,  followed  with  saline  draught, 
and  diaphoretics.  In  about  thirty  hours  pustules  made  their  appear- 
ance, and  continued  until  the  case  assumed  the  appearance  of  genuine 
smallpox.  She  passed  through  the  various  stages  favorably,  and  conva- 
lesced as  rapidly  as  usual, save  a  slight  ophthalmia,  which  retarded  some- 
what the  cure,  went  her  full  time,  and  gave  birth  to  a  fine,  plump, 
healthy  girl,  without  the  least  appearance  of  its  having  had  the  disease. 
Vaccination  had  no  effect  upon  it. 

Query. — Can  the  mother,  during  the  last  months  of  pregnancy,  go 
through  with  smallpox  and  not  infect  the  child  in  utero  ?  If  so  infected, 
will  there  not  be  unmistakable  evidence  upon  the  skin  ?  or  does  exclusion 
of  light  and  air  prevent  scarring,  and  thereby  leave  a  smooth  surface  ? 
Will  some  of  your  numerous  readers  inform  us?  S.  F.  Parcher. 

East  Boston,  June  20th,  1851. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    JULY   2,  1851. 


EDTTOKIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Vienna. — Vienna  equals,  if  it  does  not  excel,  any  city  heretofore  visited 
in  Europe,  on  the  score  of  neatness  and  order.    The  public  squares  are 
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small,  but  ihey  are  clean  enough  to  be  cited  as  patterns  of  neatness.  The 
pavements  are  small  hewn  stones,  jointed  together,  water  tight.  They  are 
smooth,  and  therefore  there  is  little  of  the  noise  by  carriage  wheels,  which 
in  Boston  is  so  disagreeable.  Houses  are  carried  up  six  or  seven  stories, 
and  they  are  immensely  large  on  the  ground,  resembling  in  their  general 
appearance  those  of  Rome.  Some  of  the  churches  are  richly  decorated — 
especially  the  cathedral,  a  monster  edifice — abounding  in  things  that  catch 
the  eye  even  of  one  who  has  become  satiated  with  sight-seeing.  A  monu- 
ment is  in  excellent  condition  in  one  part  of  the  cathedral,  erected  to  the 
memory  of  Arch  Duke  Frederick,  about  100  years  since,  made  of  a  single 
stone,  on  which  there  are  140  figures — statuettes.  It  is  a  surprising  spe- 
cimen of  the  skill  and  genius  of  the  artist.  For  building  purposes, 
brick,  universally,  are  in  request — of  a  large  size,  coarse  and  rather  soft. 
When  the  walls  are  up,  they  are  covered  with  a  thick  coat  of  cement, 
nearly  white,  lined  off  to  look  like  stone.  The  appearance  is  favorable. 
Of  the  economy  in  regard  to  the  first  cost,  there  can  be  no  question  ;  and 
as  to  durability,  the  oldest  palaces  and  private  dwellings  still  present  the 
appearance  of  being  stone,  instead  of  very  cheap  brick.  All  apartments 
are  high  studded,  which  imparts  an  air  of  grandeur  to  the  public  edifices, 
and  elegance  to  the  ordinary  houses  on  the  streets.  All  the  fountains  are 
superb  specimens  of  bronze  figure  castings.  Those  stiff  up  and  down 
streams,  sometimes  seen,  with  great  cast-iron  dishes,  are  rarfely  met  with 
in  Europe.  Talent  is  brought  into  requisition,  and  no  designs  are  better 
patronized  than  those  for  fountains.  Water  in  Vienna  is  supplied  by  a 
force  pump  at  a  small  river,  worked  by  steam.  It  is  used  freely  and  with- 
out expense  by  all  who  may  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  it  in  the  streets 
and  squares  ;  but  in  no  instance  is  it  conveyed  into  the  houses.  Wells 
are  the  main  dependence  of  the  citizens. 

But  of  all  the  wonders  of  Vienna,  the  royal  vaults,  in  which  are  placed 
the  metallic  sarcophagi,  containing  the  remains  of  emperors,  empresses, 
and  their  families,  are  the  most  surprising.  A  more  elaborate  and  truly 
astonishing  specimen  of  sculpture  in  bronze  cannot  be  found  on  the  globe, 
than  the  sarcophagus  of  Maria  Theresa.  It  must  weigh  several  tons  ;  is 
not  less  than  eight  feet  square  by  six  high,  wrought  into  forms  and  figures, 
as  though  the  material  had  been  as  soft  as  wax  when  they  were  executed. 
The  empress  had  it  made  in  her  life  time,  and  consequently  must  have 
watched  the  progress  of  the  work  with  no  ordinary  sensations,  as  it  was 
to  contain  her  own  body.  One  of  the  emperors  is  placed  in  a  silver  sar- 
cophagus, covered  with  chased  work  of  surprising  beauty.  In  short,  of  all 
the  royal  sepulchres  I  have  seen  in  England,  France,  Turkey  and  Jerusa- 
lem, none  of  them  compare  with  the  magnificent  resting  places  of  the 
royal  family  of  Austria.  Napoleon's  only  child,  the  Duke  of  Reichstadt, 
is  in  a  plain  copper  sarcophagus,  tinned,  as  are  all  which  are  made  of  that 
material,  in  which  the  coffin  is  hermetically  sealed.  His  mother  lies  by 
his  side,  in  a  similar  enclosure.  All  these  are  placed  in  the  cellar  of  a 
convent,  to  which  the  traveller  is  shown  by  a  monk,  who  goes  from  one  to 
the  other  with  a  light. 

Some  of  the  many  pictures  in  the~  imperial  gallery  are  from  the  first 
masters  ;  but  in  sculpture  there  is  nothing  remarkable.  In  returning  from 
an  excursion  to  one  of  the  national  collections,  I  witnessed  a  great  mili- 
tary funeral.  A  general  Wallgemuth  died  in  Hungary,  and  his  remains 
having  been  brought  to  Vienna  on  a  railroad,  were  forthwith  carried  to  a 
cemetery  in  the  suburbs,  escorted  by  a  vast  body  of  soldiers  and  a  multi- 
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tude  in  carnages.  On  the  top  of  the  hearse  was  the  figure  of  a  knight  re- 
clining, in  shining  armor,  followed  by  another  on  horseback  dressed  in  a 
complete  suit  of  burnished  plate  mail,  even  his  face  being  covered.  Next 
followed  the  general's  horse,  led  by  a  groom,  and  covered  with  a  pall  trail- 
ing to  the  ground  all  around,  but  held  up  behind  by  a  servant,  who  kept 
at  a  respectful  distance  from  the  fiery  charger's  heels.  Then  came  the 
emperor,  dressed  like  his  officers  in  a  white  coat,  blue  pants  with  red 
seams  at  the  side,  and  a  hat  edged  with  green.  He  is  not  apparently  more 
than  twenty  years  of  age.  I  afterwards  saw  him  walking  in  the  street, 
with  his  brother  and  one  other  person,  unaccompanied  by  any  show  of 
parade,  and  seeming  to  enjoy  himself  like  any  other  well-bred  young 
gentleman. 

One  of  the  national  cabinets  in  Vienna  especially  worthy  of  note,  is  the 
geological  collection  in  the  palace.  It  is  extensive  and  beautifully  arrang- 
ed. I  saw  several  specimens  marked  Massachusetts  and  New  Jersey.  A 
model  of  a  lump  cf  native  gold  from  the  Ural  Mountains,  weighing  sixty- 
four  pounds  and  some  ounces,  quite  equals  any  of  the  California  specimens. 

Among  the  number  of  public  institutions  especially  instructive  and  not 
to  be  neglected  by  a  stranger,  is  the  Polytechnic  School,  which  embraces 
specimens  of  the  mechanical  industry  of  Austria  and  its  dependencies. 
Several  of  the  halls,  of  tedious  length  for  walking,  contain  models  of  ma- 
chines, tools  and  ingenious  contrivances  of  every  nature  and  kind  devised 
since  civilization  dawned  upon  this  part  of  the  earth.  They  are  placed  in 
the  best  possible  condition  for  inspection,  and  are  always  open,  free  of  ex- 
pense. The  collection  bears  a  striking  resemblance  to  the  Patent  Office 
in  Washington.  In  the  apartment  containing  agricultural  instruments, 
were  articles  manufactured  by  Nelson,  of  Rhode  Island,  but  they  were 
rather  calculated  to  convey  the  idea  that  we  are  just  emerging  from  the 
savage  state.  It  would  be  creditable  to  our  country,  if  some  gentleman 
would  make  a  selection  of  articles  from  the  great  Agricultural  Ware 
House  over  Quincy  Market,  in  Boston,  and  send  ihem  to  the  imperial  col- 
lection in  the  Polytechnic  school.  In  the  Cabinet  of  Natural  History,  the 
stuffed  animals  were  well  prepared,  and  extensive  ;  so  of  the  entomolo- 
gical department. 

Being  exhausted  with  peering  into  glass  cases,  and  gazing  about  royal 
residences,  I  recreated  myself  one  half  day  by  going  to  the  Prater,  the 
fashionable  drive,  where  the  multitude  vie  with  each  other  in  showing  ofT 
equipages.  Unlike  the  show  in  Hyde  Park,  in  London,  or  ihe  one  in  Paris, 
which  commences  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  punctually  at  2  P.M. 
the  Prater  is  suddenly  transformed  into  a  theatre,  in  which  parts  in  the 
comedy  of  life  are  played  by  all  classes,  from  the  great  performer  on  the 
throne  to  a  blind  fiddler  by  the  hedge.  There  I  again  saw  the  emperor, 
driving  four  spirited  horses'— and  he  drove  quite  as  well  as  a  cabman.  Then 
his  faiher  came  along  on  foot,  a  small,  slender,  gentlemanly  person.  His 
mother  is  tall,  with  high  cheek  bones,  yet  graceful  in  her  movements. 
Nearly  all  the  prominent  nobility  of  the  realm  were  out,  and  the  opportunity 
was  favorable  for  seeing  all  the  dukes,  princes,  and  princesses,  with  un- 
pronounceable names,  known  in  the  modern  annals  of  the  kingdom.  A 
few  great  generals  were  pointed  out,  with  very  long  moustaches,  which 
gave  them  a  barbarous  appearance.  From  thence  I  rode  to  the  steamboat 
landing  on  the  river  Danube.  Having  seen  the  Black  Sea,  into  which  that 
celebrated  river  empties,  I  had  a  curiosity  to  examine  here.  It  is  a  turbid 
stream,  flowing  exceedingly  swift,  like  the  Jordan  at  its  exit  into  the 
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Dead  Sea.  To  prevent  it  from  cutting  into  the  land,  the  banks  are  securely- 
paved  at  different  points.  It  is  deep,  too,  and  may  weW  be  considered 
one  of  the  essential  arteries  on  which  the  life  of  several  countries  depends. 
On  the  way  there  and  back,  the  number  of  young  females  seen  working 
in  brick-yards,  breaking  stone  for  Macadamizing,  carrying  burdens  on 
their  backs,  and  employed  in  the  meanest  offices,  called  forth  my  sympa- 
thy and  indignation.  Each  brick  manufactured  appears  to  bear  various 
marks,  indicating  the  year  in  which  it  was  made.  What  assistance  such 
thoughtfulness  will  render  antiquarians  at  some  distant  epoch,  when  they 
will  deposit  one  or  a  series  of  them  in  the  museums  of  that  day,  as  the 
present  archgeologists  do  those  of  Babylon,  which  also  bear  characters,  but 
which,  unfortunately,  cannot  be  decyphered.  If  the  brickmakers  of  our 
neighborhood  would  put  a  few  type  in  the  bottom  of  the  mould,  each  brick 
might  be  a  chronicle  more  enduring  than  any  granite  monument. 

While  on  the  same  pleasant  excursion,  it  was  a  queer  exhibition  to  see 
the  skins  of  oxen,  that  had  been  taken  off  nearly  whole,  brought  along  in 
waggons,  from  Hungary,  filled  to  their  utmost  capacity  with  tallow.  In 
Asia  Minor  I  have  seen  ox  hides  filled  precisely  in  the  same  manner  with 
butter.  Oxen  about  Vienna  draw  by  their  horns,  and  not  with  yokes.  A 
band  of  iron  is  bent  across  the  forehead  to  fit  the  prominence  of  the  head, 
braced  as  it  were  against  the  horns,  and  from  the  extremities  and  the  base 
of  the  horns,  rope  traces  extend  to  the  cart. 

In  one  of  my  rambles  in  search  of  extraordinaries,  I  saw  in  the  church 
of  St.  Augustine,  the  unmatched  and  priceless  monument  by  Canova  to 
Maria  Christina.  Such  grouping  of  speaking,  weeping  marble  was  never 
beheld  any  where  else.  Near  by,  in  the  same  church,  is  the  sarcophagus 
of  the  Emperor  Leopold ;  and  a  place,  too,  within  a  few  feet  of  it,  where 
the  hearts  of  all  the  members  of  the  royal  family  who  have  died  since  the 
organization  of  the  empire,  are  deposited.  Their  bowels  are  in  a  vault 
near  the  centre  of  the  cathedral,  over  which  is  an  inscription.  In  the 
church  of  St.  Augustine  there  are  other  objects  highly  prized  by  the 
devout,  but  shocking  to  those  unaccustomed  to  the  exhibitions  of  Roman 
Catholic  countries;  they  are  the  skeletons  of  St.  Victoria  and  St.  Clements, 
covered  with  jewels,  brockade,  &c.,  to  the  extremity  of  each  rib,  finger 
and  toe,  with  crowns  on  their  skulls!  Such  things  are  very  common  in 
Belgium  and  Holland. 

No  doubt  it  has  been  a  source  of  amusement  to  most  outside  barbarians 
from  America,  as  it  was  to  me,  to  read  the  signs  over  places  of  business 
in  this  metropolis.  Think  of  pronouncing  the  name  Shcrldttpdt — a  man 
who  sells  pins  and  needles,  which  fact  is  ascertained  by  seeing  them  in  a 
window.  But  Kdhmmldfft  deals  altogether  in  umbrella  heads;  while 
his  next  door  neighbor,  Jhnns  Schptddofdomthdlhz,  has  fish  hooks  and 
other  piscatory  apparatus  for  sportsmen. 

On  another  occasion  I  went  to  the  hall  of  antiquities — a  priceless  col- 
lection of  gold,  silver,  bronze,  and  copper — the  fabrication  of  mechanics 
unnumbered  centuries  ago.  Some  of  the  devices  for  table  furniture,  seal 
cutting,  enamelling,  cameos,  die  sinking,  medallions,  coins,  and  statuettes, 
almost  a  thousand  years  older  than  the  advent  of  Christ,  show,  what  has 
often  been  demonstrated  before,  that  the  arts  are  no  better  understood  now 
than  when  Homer  lived.  Of  the  imperial  library  of  four  hundred  thou- 
sand volumes,  nothing  in  the  United  States,  of  course,  can  compare  with  it. 
The  apartment  is  magnificent  in  all  its  details,  and  ornamented  with  mar- 
ble statues  of  kings  and  dukes,  rather  than  authors. 
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Personal  Concerns. — At  the  termination  of  an  extensive  tour  in  Europe, 
Asia  and  Africa,  the  editor  is  again  enabled  to  resume  his  labors  ;  and 
while  he  tenders  his  acknowledgments  to  those  of  the  profession  who 
have  contributed  to  the  pages  of  the  Journal  during  his  protracted  absence, 
he  begs  to  express  a  hope  that  frequent  communications  may  continue  to 
flow  in — enlarging  and  enriching  the  domain  of  medicine  and  surgery. 

Those  only  who  have  had  experience  in  the  management  of  a  scientific 
periodical,  can  appreciate  the  difficulties  or  estimate  ihe  trials  that  apper- 
tain to  such  a  position.  The  most  conscientious  regard  to  the  rights, 
opinions  and  intimations  of  such  as  are  lights  by  the  way,  does  not  satisfy 
every  one.  It  is  the  misfortune  of  an  editor  to  be  frequently  misunder- 
stood, misconstrued,  and  to  have  motives  assigned  for  this  or  that  ob- 
servation, which  never  entered  his  mind.  It  is  a  contingency  insepa- 
rably connected  with  the  place,  and  from  being  long  accustomed  to  it, 
we  have  acquired  a  desirable  amount  of  indifference  and  fortitude,  and 
therefore  take  these  misfortunes  with  apparent  calmness. 

In  looking  over  the  two  last  volumes,  while  under  the  temporary  edito- 
rial charge  of  Geo.  S.  Jones,  M.D.,  whose  kind  assistance  is  thankfully 
acknowledged,  the  evidence  of  the  activity  of  medical  men  in  America, 
and  of  their  steady  advances  in  the  great  field  before  them,  is  apparent. 
Diseases  are  nowhere  controlled  with  more  skill  than  in  the  United  States, 
nor  is  there  a  country  on  the  globe  where  the  benefits  accruing  to  society 
from  the  efforts  of  indefatigable  practitioners  of  medicine  and  surgery,  are 
more  apparent.  If  further  advances  have  been  made  in  Europe,  they 
have  resulted  from  a  subdivision  of  labor.  Those  most  distinguished  for 
their  accuracy  in  detecting  the  causes  of  disease,  and  in  the  administra- 
tion of  remedies,  have  attained  their  tact  and  distinction  by  pursuing  a 
specialty.  The  tendency  of  the  age  is  to  subdivide,  and  not  carry  on  too 
many  branches  of  practice,  from  a  conviction  that  excellence  depends 
upon  the  cultivation  of  one  talent,  raiher  than  a  hundred.  A  thorough 
ophthalmic  operator  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  equally  expert  in 
fevers  or  chronic  maladies.  The  dentists,  by  separating  their  business 
entirely  from  the  practice  of  medicine,  in  this  country,  have  elevated 
dentistry  to  the  character  of  an  important  department  of  mechanical  sur- 
gery, which  is  both  acknowledged  and  sustained  by  public  sentiment.  In 
no  part  of  the  world,  out  of  the  United  States,  have  .they  attained  to  such 
respectability  and  professional  eminence.  We  are  rapidly  becoming  an 
over-grown,  over-stocked  profession,  mainly  because  every  new  comer 
grasps  at  all  and  every  form  of  practice.  By  subdividing  into  separate 
departments,  as  they  have  been  doing  a  long  while  in  some  pans  of  Great 
Britain  and  on  the  Continent,  there  would  be  appropriate  employment  for 
all.  In  law,  this  has  already  been  acted  upon  ;  and  formidable  as  the  at- 
torneys are  in  number,  they  complain  much  less  than  the  physicians,  of 
having  nothing  to  do.  Particular  attention,  therefore,  to  a  single  branch 
of  practice,  must  obviously  redound  to  the  reputation  as  well  as  emolu- 
ment of  the  practitioners,  while  the  public  will  be  the  direct  gainers  by 
the  increased  experience  of  those  they  patronize. 


Use  of  the  Galvanic  Battery  in  Paralysis. — In  a  previous  number  of 
the  Journal,  mention  was  made  of  the  good  effects  often  derived  from 
the  application  of  the  galvanic  battery  in  paralysis.  We  have  since  had 
an  opportunity  of  further  testing  this  therapeutical  agent  in  two  cases  ;  in 
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one  of  which,  the  results  Xvere  so  satisfactory  that  we  have  thought  a 
brief  notice  of  it  might  not  be  uninteresting  to  our  readers.  A  young 
man  (a  painter)  had  a  severe  attack  of  colic,  which  was  attributed  by  his 
attending  physician  to  the  effects  of  white  lead,  and  he  was  treated  ac- 
cordingly with  the  usual  remedies,  successfully.  Soon  after  his  recovery 
from  the  attack  of  colic,  he  was  suddenly  deprived  of  the  use  of  his  right 
arm.  The  power  to  elevate  it  was  entirely  gone  ;  and  having  lost  a  part 
of  the  other  arm  by  amputation  a  few  years  previous,  he  became  almost 
helpless.  In  this  sad  condition  he  sought  the  counsel  of  many  eminent 
men  in  the  profession,  but  without  receiving  any  direct  benefit  from  their 
advice  and  prescriptions.  A  medical  friend  of  ours,  to  whom  he  applied 
for  advice,  knowing  that  we  had  one  of  Goad's  patent  graduated  gal- 
vanic batteries,  which  are  of  a  superior  construction  and  power,  sent  him 
to  us,  that  it  might  be  thoroughly  tested  in  his  case.  He  came ;  and  vve 
must  confess,  that  after  an  examination  of  the  case,  we  thought  it  almost  a 
hopeless  one.  After  one  or  two  operations,  a  perceptible  change  for  the 
better  was  manifest ;  and  when  the  instrument  had  been  applied  twenty- 
four  times,  the  perfect  use  of  his  arm  was  obtained.  The  time  occupied 
in  this  case  was  about  six  weeks  ;  and  so  successful  has  been  the  remedy, 
that  the  patient  can  now  use  his  arm^vilh  perfect  freedom,  and  is  able  to 
resume  his  former  occupation  of  painting,  using  the  brush  to  as  good  ad- 
vantage as  his  fellow  workmen. 

The  other  case  mentioned,  was  that  of  a  young  lady  with  hemiplegia, 
who  was  unable  to  walk,  or  even  stand  upon  the  limb  of  the  affected  side, 
and  in  consequence  had  to  be  brought  to  our  office.  After  three  applica- 
tions of  the  battery,  she  had  so  much  improved  as  to  be  able  to  walk  to  the 
office,  a  distance  of  three-fourths  of  a  mile.  Although  she  is  not  cured,  yet 
from  the  improvement  which  has  taken  place,  we  have  every  reason  to 
believe  she  will  be,  if  the  remedy  is  continued  for  a  further  length  of  time. 

We  are  confident  that  many  of  the  nervous  affections  might  be  successfully 
treated  by  the  proper  application  of  a  galvanic  battery  ;  but  it  is  evident 
that  a  proper  one  should  be  used,  and  we  know  of  none  more  appropriate 
than  that  of  Mr.  Goad,  of  Philadelphia. 

Suffolk  District  Medical  Society. — The  following  Resolutions,  offered 
by  Dr.  John  Ware,  at  the  regular  meeting  of  this  Society,  on  Saturday,  June 
28lh,  were  laid  upon  the  table,  for  consideration  at  an  adjourned  meeting, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  and  distributed  to  the  members. 

It  was  then  Voted,  that  the  meeting  adjourn  for  one  weeK,  and  that 
these  Resolutions  be  then  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Society,  the  Annual  Meetings  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  should  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the 
great  objects  for  which  it  was  established,  in  raising  the  standard  of 
medical  education,  and  the  medical  character — promoting  personal  inter- 
course and  friendly  relations  among  its  members,  and  disseminating  among 
them  useful  professional  knowledge. 

Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  do  this,  all  matters  relating  to  personal 
differences  between  individual  physicians,  all  offences  against  the  laws  of 
the  Society,  and,  in  general,  all  matters  of  police  and  discipline,  should  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  several  District  Societies  with  full  power  to 
decide  finally  concerning  them ;  except  that  in  all  cases  where  the  penalty 
of  expulsion  is  imposed,  there  should  be  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Counsellors, 
but  in  no  case  to  the  society  at  large. 
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Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  as 
the  guardian  of  the  public  health,  systematically  to  pursue  an  investigation 
into  the  causes,  history  and  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  this  Common- 
wealth, in  all  its  various  parts  ;  and  that  it  should  also  take  means  to 
communicate  to  its  members,  in  the  most  condensed  form,  all  the  informa- 
tion of  true  practical  value,  which  is  every  year  offered  to  the  profession. 

Resolved,  That  the  exhibition  to  the  public  of  an  earnest  desire  to  raise 
the  character  of  the  profession — to  investigate  fully  and  fairly  the  history 
and  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  the  community  in  which  we  reside — and 
to  impart  to  one  another  useful  information — will  do  more  to  secure 
the  confidence  of  mankind  and  to  remove  the  evils  of  quackery,  than  any 
systematic  efforts  which  have  this  for  their  direct  object. 

Resolved,  That  the  Counsellors  be  requested  to  take  such  measures  as 
will  best  answer  the  purposes  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions,  signed  by  the  President 
and  Secretary,  be  sent  to  each  of  the  District  Societies,  with  a  respectful 
request  that  they  be  made  the  subject  of  their  deliberate  consideration,  and 
that  the  result  be  communicated  to  the  Counsellors. 

Resolved,  also,  That  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions,  similarly  attested,  be 
sent  to  the  Counsellors,  as  expressing  the  sense  of  the  Suffolk  District 
Medical  Society  on  the  subjects  to  which  they  refer. 

An  Adjourned  Meeting  of  the  SufTolk  District  Medical  Society,  will  be 
held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  Boston,  on  Saturday,  5th  July,  at  8  o'clock, 
P.M.  H.  W.  Williams,  Secretary. 


Physicians  in  the  Apothecary  Business. — It  will  be  perceived,  by  a 
notice  in  our  advertising  columns,  that  Dr.  B.  Carpenter,  of  Pawtucket, 
has  become  a  partner  in  the  Drug  Establishment  conducted  under  the  late 
firm  of  Philbrick  &  Trafton,  160  Washington  Street,  Dr.  Trafton  having 
honorably  retired  from  the  firm.  It  affords  us  much  pleasure  to  know  that 
Dr.  Philbrick  has  again  associated  with  him  in  business  a  partner  of  high 
attainments  and  honorable  principles.  We  hope  that  this  enterprising 
firm  and  respectable  establishment  will  continue  to  receive  a  proper  share 
of  patronage. 


A  telegraphic  despatch,  from  St.  Louis,  mentions  the  death  of  some  four 
thousand  Sioux  Indians  by  cholera  and  smallpox. 


To  Correspondents. — Dr:  Thomson's  notice  of  a  new  preparation  of  iodine,  was  received 
too  late  for  this  No.  of  the  Journal. 

Married.— In  this  city,  Nathaniel  Downes,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Ann  Maria  Homer. 

Died.— On  the  Plains,  about  ninety  miles  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  June  2d,  of  cholera,  Dr. 
Alfred  W  Kennedy,  Surgeon  in  U.  S.  Army.  Also,  of  the  same  disease,  about  the  same  time, 
his  son  Worsley,  in  his  4th  year. 


Deaths  in  Bosto7i— for  {he  week  ending  Saturday  noon,  June  28,  70.— Males,  27— females,  43. 
Accidental,  3— apoplexy,  1— inflammation  of  bowels,  2— disease  of  brain,  1— bronchitis,  1— con- 
sumption, 16— convulsions,  2— cholera  morbus.  2— cyanosis,  1— croup,  1— delirium  tremens,  1— 
dysentery,  3— dropsy,  6_dropsy  of  brain,  6— drowned,  1— fever,  2— typhus  fever,  2— typhoid 
fever,  1— lung  fever,  3— hooping  cough,  1— infantile,  3— inflammation  of  the  lungs.  3— marasmus,  2 
— measle.s,  1— palsy,  2— smallpox,  2— scrofula,  1— worms,  1. 

Under  5  years,  28— between  5  and  20  years.  6— between  20  and  40  years,  24— between  40 
and  60  years,  8— over  60  years,  4.    Americans,  37  j  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  33. 

The  above  includes  8  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 
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Hovj  Quacks  Advertise. — Below  we  give  part  of  the  advertisement  of  a 
notorious  individual,  as  a  specimen  of  the  way  of  doing  business  among 
practitioners  of  his  class.  It  is  quite  time  their  trickery  was  exposed  to 
the  public.  We  are  aware  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  in  our  ranks,  that  it 
is  better  to  let  such  matters  alone ;  but  we  must  differ  from  them  in  regard 
to  the  expediency  of  such  a  course.  A  written  answer  to  the  following 
questions  is  to  form  the  basis  of  a  diagnosis  of  any  ail  a  patient  may  have. 

Give  name,  age,  residence,  occupation  ;  family  consumptive,  or  what 
complaints  subject  to;  where  born  and  brought  up;  married  or  single; 
strong  or  delicate ;  lean  or  fleshy ;  tall  or  short;  straight  or  stooping,  or 
deformed;  height,  and  size  around  the  waist  two  inches  above  the  hips ; 
color  of  hair;  complexion;  have  you  any  humor,  scrofula,  cancer,  skin 
disease,  headache,  cough,  asthma,  rheumatism,  or  pain  any  where,  loss  of 
voice,  hoarseness,  catarrh,  dropsy,  expectorate  much,  raise  blood,  fever  or 
night  sweats,  chills,  confined  to  bed  or  house,  palpitation,  nervous,  fits, 
palsy,  bad  dreams,  sour  or  sick  stomach,  dyspepsia,  flatulence,  distress  at 
stomach,  colic,  all-gone  feeling  any  where,  costive,  diarrhoea,  appetite  good 
or  bad,  piles,  fistula,  gravel,  heat  of  urine  or  scanty  or  sediment?  If  a 
Lady — married  ?  had  any  children  ?  any  female  complaints  ?  irregularity  ? 
weak  back?  pain  any  where?  any  bloating?  dropsy?  bilious?  worms? 
indigent  or  easy  circumstances  ?  any  bad  fits  of  sickness  ?  doctor  much? 

"  As  it  is  a  source  of  pleasure  to  Dr.   to  alleviate  the  suflerings 

of  the  Invalid,  he  has  concluded  in  future  to  make  no  charge  for  Office 
Consultation  and  Examination  of  the  Chest." 

The  inquiry  as  to  the  pecuniary  resources  of  a  patient  is  a  very  im- 
portant one,  and  we  wonder  the  wily  doctor  should  have  placed  it  so  near 
the  bottom  of  the  list.  It  is  understood  that  these  questions  are  propound- 
ed to  those  who  may  live  at  a  distance,  and  cannot  conveniently  visit  the 
great  jEsculapius  in  propria  personce. 


"New  Medical  J5oo^5.— There  is  evidently  a  dearth  at  present,  in  this 
and  foreign  countries,  in  the  publication  of  original  works  on  medicine. 
Perhaps  it  is  one  of  those  calms  that  precede  unusual  activity  in  science, 
as  in  trade.  Yet  it  may  be  well  that  authors  are  becoming  scarce,  since 
many  of  them  have  multiplied  volumes  without  increasing  the  fund  of 
useful  knowledge.  Surgery  seems  not  to  have  been  written  upon  much 
of  late — perhaps  for  the  reason  that  there  is  little  or  nothing  to  be  said 
upon  it,  beyond  the  relation  of  cases.  Ages  may  roll  away  before  there 
will  be  another  Sir  Astley  Cooper.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however, 
that  the  multiplication  of  minutely  described  cases,  both  in  medicine  and 
surgery,  is  conferring  an  essential  benefit  on  the  world,  since  it  furnishes 
the  means  of  ascertaining,  through  the  experience  of  others,  the  progress 
of  therapeutic  agencies  in  mitigating  physical  suflTerings.  Treatises  on 
practice,  the  way  in  which  the  sick  were  made  well,  are  the  books  most 
required,  and  the  more  there  are  of  them,  properly  prepared  and  properly 
vouched,  the  better. 


Surgical  Operations. — It  is  getting  to  be  quite  common  for  newspa- 
pers to  have  the  first,  and  sometimes  the  only,  reports  of  remarkable  sur- 
gical operations.  It  is  all  right  enough  for  the  papers  to  publish  medical 
intelligence  ;  but  it  would  be  more  consonant  with  our  feelings,  and  more 
in  accordance  with  professional  etiquette,  if  medical  men  would  first  send 
the  results  of  their  cases  to  a  Medical  Journal. 


THE 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SUHGICAL  JOURNAL 


Vol.  XLIV.  Wednesday,  July  9,  1S51.  No.  23. 


THE  TREATMENT  OF  ERYSIPELAS   BY  THE  MURIATED  TINCTURE 

OF  IRON. 

BY  G.   HAMILTON  BELL,  SURGEON,  F.R.C.S.E.  ^ 

It  will  be  generally  admitted  that  practical  observations  on  the  treat- 
ment of  diseases  of  daily  occurrence  are  more  valuable  to  the  medical 
practitioner  than  the  most  interesting  descriptions  of  anomalous  cases, 
however  extraordinary  in  their  character,  or  successful  in  their  treatment. 
1  am  convinced,  indeed,  that  the  publication  of  the  journals  of  well-em- 
ployed medical  men,  giving  in  detail  the  treatment  of  every  case  occur- 
ring in  their  private  practice,  would  prove  most  useful  to  the  young 
practitioner,  and  be  a  valuable  contribution  to  our  medical  literature. 

In  furtherance  of  such  views,  1  am  anxious  to  bring  to  the  know- 
ledge of  my  professional  brethren  a  mode  of  treating  erysipelas,  differing 
from  that  usually  resorted  to,  but  which  I  have  found  invariably  suc- 
cessful. I  have  no  intention,  however,  of  writing  a  treatise  on  a  disease 
so  well  known,  and  on  which  so  much  has  been  recently  published,  be- 
cause I  think  my  object  will  be  fully  attained  by  reporting  a  few  cases 
from  my  own  journals,  illustrative  of  my  experience. 

My  purpose,  then,  being  purely  practical,  it  would  be  out  of  place  to 
premise  with  a  disquisition  on  the  nature  and  causes  of  inflammation  ; 
but  in  order  to  explain  in  some  measure  the  principle  by  which  I  have 
been  actuated  in  employing  a  powerful  tonic  in  a  disease  generally  oc- 
casioning so  much  fever  and  cerebral  excitement  as  erysipelas,  I  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  repeat  the  opinion  I  have  elsewhere  expressed — 
viz.,  that  "  in  inflammation,  the  capillary  vessels  having  apparently  lost 
the  power  of  separating  or  electing  the  component  parts  of  the  blood 
which  are  necessary  for  functional  purposes,  and  become  to  a  certain 
extent  inert  tubes,  a  stream  of  blood  is  admitted,  for  the  circulation  of 
which  they  are  not  calculated."  In  other  words,  I  consider  that  in  ery- 
sipelas the  capillary  vessels  are  in  an  atonic  state. 

This  hypothesis  appears  to  me  to  be  supported  by  the  effect  of  the 
treatment  I  have  adopted  in  erysipelas — the  cases  demonstrating  that 
when  an  extensive  portion  of  the  surface  of  the  body  is  violently  inflam- 
ed, producing  a  high  degree  of  fever  and  cerebral  excitement ;  on  the 
system  being  rapidly  surcharged  with,  or  brought  under  the  influence  of, 
the  muriated  tincture  of  iron,  while  the  cerebral  affection  and  other  symp- 
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toms  of  fever  subside,  the  local  pain  is  relieved,  and  the  redness  and 
swelling  gradually  disappear  ;  and,  so  far  as  the  tonic  medicine  appears 
to  be  concerned,  all  this  is  effected  without  any  appreciable  evacuation 
from  the  emunctories  of  the  system. 

But  refraining  from  theory  or  speculation,  and  in  the  hope  that  I 
shall  lead  to  the  general  adoption  of  the  practice  I  have  suggested,  and 
which  I  shall  illustrate  by  a  few  cases,  I  shall  proceed  at  once  to  state 
shortly  the  mode  of  treatment  I  have  resorted  to,  in  every  case  of  ery- 
sipelas I  have  attended  for  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  without 
having  in  a  single  instance  failed  of  success.  I  have  found  that  my 
remedy  is  not  only  effectual  in  removing  erysipelas,  but  that  it  generally 
renders  the  patient  more  healthy  and  robust  than  before  the  attack  of 
the  disease  :  and  in  no  instance  in  which  1  have  had  the  charge  from 
the  commencement  of  the  disease,  has  suppuration  taken  place.  1  have 
for  a  series  of  years  pressed  privately  on  the  attention  of  the  senior  members 
of  the  profession  the  value  of  this  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  this  always 
troublesome  and  often  fatal  disease  ;  and  I  have  taught  many  of  my 
junior  brethren  successfully  to  combat  it.  But  my  prolonged  experience 
of  the  invariable  success  of  itiy  practice,  justifies  me,  I  think,  in  thus 
bringing  it  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  generally,  trusting  that,  in  the 
hands  of  others,  it  may  prove  as  great  a  blessing  as  it  has  in  mine. 

Mode  of  administering  the  Remedy. — Of  course  the  first  object  is  to 
have  the  bowels  freely  acted  on.  If  the  erysipelas  be  mild,  fifteen  drops 
of  the  muriated  tincture  of  iron  are  administered  in  water  every  two 
hours  until  the  disease  is  completely  removed.  When  the  attack  threat- 
ens to  be  more  severe,  the  dose  of  the  tincture  is  increased  to  twenty- 
five  drops  every  two  hours,  and  persevered  in  night  and  day,  however 
high  the  fever  and  delirium.  The  only  local  applications  1  ever  find 
necessary,  are  hair  powder  and  cotton'  wadding.  While  I  depend  for 
the  removal  of  the  disease  on  the  chalybeate,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
bowels  should  be  attended  to  throughout  the  treatment. 

Case  I.  25th  December,  18;32. — Mrs.  Naughton,  a  poor  woman, 
about  60  years  of  age,  of  broken  constitution,  and  having  what  is  vul- 
garly called  "  shaking  palsy  " — a  state  of  continuous  chorea — had  been 
suffering  from  erysipelas  some  days,  and  I  was  called  to  see  her  late  at 
night.  J  found  her  head  entirely  covered  with  erysipelas  ;  she  was  in  a 
state  of  great  exhaustion,  and  delirious.  Ten  drops  of  the  muriated 
tincture  of  iron  were  ordered  to  be  taken  every  two  hours.  On  the  26th 
she  was  calm  and  appeared  easier;  cont.  tinct.  27th. — Quite  collected, 
inflammation  and  swelling  decreasing;  cont.  tinct.;  to  have  a  dose  of 
oil.  2S;h. —  Inflammation  rapidly  disappearing  ;  nourishing  diet ;  con- 
tinue drops.  30th. — Recovering  fast ;  jjerge.  2d  January. — Erysipelas 
gone,  and  the  poor  woman  wonderfully  well. 

Case  II.  20th  May,  1835. — I  was  called  to  the  Waterloo  Hotel,  at 
1  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to  see  R.  R.,  Esq.,  a  stout  gentleman,  of  full  habit, 
about  30  years  of  age.  I  found  him  suffering  from  excruciating  pain  in 
the  soles  of  the  feet,  which  he  ascribed  to  cold  he  had  caught  the  previous 
day  in  coming  from  Glasgow.  The  pain  was  so  acute  that  he  could 
not  bear  the  weight  of  the  bed-clothes,  nor  his  feet  to  be  touched  in  the 
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gentlest  manner.  Tongue  loaded  :  pulse  irregular,  but  not  accelerated  ; 
skin  of  "  natural  temperature,  except  on  the  feet.  Eighteen  leeches  were 
applied,  and  he  had  six  grains  of  calomel,  followed  in  three  hours  by  a 
dose  of  the  compound  powder  of  jalap. 

Vespere. — Pain  of  feet  relieved,  but  there  is  excessive  prostration  of 
strength.  Tongue  still  loaded  ;  thirst ;  pulse  irregular  and  unsatisfac- 
tory. The  medicines  had  acted  freely,  and  brought  away  a  quantity  of 
dark-colored,  offensive  scybalous  matter.  Slight  erysipelatous  blush  on 
the  right  ankle.  The  following  medicines  to  be  given  immediately  : — 
Calomel,  five  grains  ;  henbane,  six  grains  ;  opium,  one  grain  ;  James's 
powder,  three  grains,  in  the  form  of  pills. 

21st. — Slept  well ;  pain  of  feet  much  diminished  ;  right  ankle  swelled 
and  red  ;  complains  of  pain  behind  the  knee  ;  much  thirst ;  skin  natu- 
ral;  pulse  120,  irregular  ;  the  evacuations  from  the  bowels  black,  wa- 
tery and  offensive.  A  tablespoonful  of  a  mixture  containing  one  part 
of  the  spirit  of  Mindererus  and  two  of  camphor  mixture,  to  be  given 
every  two  hours.  Hair  powder  and  cotton  wadding  to  be  applied 
to  the  feet  and  ankles.  2,  P.  M. — No  improvement ;  spots  of  ery- 
sipelas at  the  roots  of  th@  toes  and  over  the  instep,  extending  to  the 
ankles.  In  consultation  with  Dr.  Abercrombie,  the  following  medicine 
was  ordered  : — Half  a  drachm  of  the  compound  powder  of  jalap  and 
ten  grains  of  rhubarb.  The  camphor  and  sp.  Mindereri  to  be  continued. 
5,  P.  M. — No  improvement;  pulse  130.  3,  P.  M. — Dr.  Abercrombie 
again  saw  him.  Erysipelas  rising  on  the  leg  ;  vesicles  on  the  instep  ; 
tongue  much  loaded  ;  stools  black  and  unwholesome;  prostration  con- 
tinuous. I  explained  to  Dr.  Abercrombie  my  mode  of  treating  erysipe- 
las, and  obtained  his  assent  to  the  exhibition  of  the  muriated  tincture  of 
iron — twenty  drops  were  ordered  to  be  given  every  two  hours.  A  colo- 
cynth  pill  to  be  taken  at  bed  time.  Midnight. — Bowels  freely  moved  ; 
two  doses  of  the  tincture  of  iron  had  been  taken  ;  pulse  100,  fuller  and 
more  regular ;  skin  hot.  The  colocynth  pills  not  to  be  taken  until  the 
morning.    Con.  tinct. 

22d,  8,  A.  M. — A  sleepless  night ;  suffering  much  from  rheumatism 
in  right  arm  ;  less  pain  in  the  soles  of  the  feet ;  erysipelas  not  extend- 
ing ;  pulse  100,  full  and  soft ;  bowels  not  open  ;  to  have  the  colocynth 
pills.  Noon. — With  Dr.  Abercrombie.  Tongue  cleaner;  skin  soft  ; 
erysipelas  diminishing  ;  rheumatism  very  severe  in  right  arm.  To  con- 
tinue the  iron,  and  to  have  forty  drops  of  colchicum  wine  three  limes 
a-day.  7,  P.  M. — With  Dr.  Abercrombie.  The  symptoms  more  satis- 
factory ;  perspiring ;  perge.  The  improvement  continued,  and  on  the 
25th  the  erysipelas  had  entirely  disappeared.  The  rheumatism  was 
more  obstinate,  but  Mr.  R.  returned  home  in  perfect  health  on  the  6th 
of  June. 

I  have  seldom  seen  more  alarming  exhaustion  than  appeared  in  this 
case  for  the  first  six-and-thirty  hours  after  the  attack. 

[Cases  in.,  IV.  and  V.  are  omitted;  also,  some  additional  remarks 
and  cases  by  Dr.  C.  Bell,  brother  to  the  writer  of  this  paper.] 

VI.  1 6th  January,  1850. — Miss  C.  M.,  seized  with  pain,  inflamma- 
tion, and  swelling,  extending  over  both  cheeks  and  nose.    Pulse  100; 
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tongue  loaded.^  A  dose  of  calomel  and  Jameses  powder  ordered  to  be 
given  at  bed-time,  to  be  followed  in  the  morning  by  honrly  doses  of  the 
solution  of  Epsom  salts  and  tart,  emetic,  until  the  bowels  should  be  freely 
moved. 

I7th. — Face  more  swelled  and  inflamed;  pulse  80;  tongue  cleaner. 
To  have  fifteen  drops  of  the  muriated  tincture  of  iron  every  three  hours ; 
hair  powder  to  be  applied  to  the  inflamed  surface. 

18th. — Face  less  painful.  To  continue  the  drops  regularly,  and  to 
have  an  aperient. 

19th. — Face  entirely  encrusted  with  exudation,  having  very  much  the 
appearance  of  the  advanced  stage  of  confluent  smallpox  ;  erysipelas  not 
extending;  no  fever  ;  tongue  clean,  but  much  annoyance  from  cough. 
To  have  a  cough  mixture,  and  continue  the  drops.  20lh. — Improving. 
21st. — Doing  well. 

2-2d. — So  much  better  as  to  be  in  the  drawing-room.  The  disease 
happily  left  no  sort  of  mark  on  a  face  of  much  beauty. 

VII.  1st  November,  1850. — VV.  C,  Esq.,  get.  73,  had  been  sufl^ering 
from  a  severe  catarrh  and  cough  for  some  days.  Felt  yesterday  as  if 
his  shoe  were  too  tight  for  the  left  foot,  and  on  going  to  bed  the  ball  of 
great  toe  became  agonisingly  painful ;  no  sleep  nor  ease  in  any  posture.. 
Ball  of  toe  is  much  swelled  and  tender  to  the  touch,  having  all  the 
character  of  gout,  but  the  inflammation  is  erysipelatous,  extending  over 
the  front  of  the  foot.  Pulse  60,  irregular  ;  bowels  open  from  medicine  : 
tongue  clean.  Fifteen  drops  of  the  muriated  tincture  of  iron  to  be  taken 
every  three  hours. 

Vespere. — Mr.  C.  declares  that  the  drops  acted  like  a  charm,  and  at 
once  relieved  him  from  the  pain.  Redness  and  swelling  continue.  To 
have  an  aperient,  and  continue  the  drops. 

2d. — Scarcely  any  pain,  although  the  inflammation  is  extending.  A 
troublesome  cough.  The  dose  of  the  tincture  to  be  increased  to  twenty- 
five  drops.    To  have  paregoric  for  the  cough. 

3d. — Inflammation  spreading  towards  instep.  To  have  an  aperient 
pill,  and  morphia  lozenges  for  the  cough.    Continue  the  drops. 

4th. — Inflammation  fading. 

5th. — Improving. 

8th. — Able  to  go  out  of  doors. 

I  have  in  my  journals  several  cases  in  which  erysipelas  was  com- 
bined with  gout.  Two  of  these  occurred  in  gouty  subjects,  and  in  both 
the  health  was  restored  by  the  chalybeate,  as  in  the  above  case  of  Mr. 
C.  This  gentleman  had,  two  years  ago,  an  attack  of  erysipelas  in  his 
thigh,  and  was  cured  by  the  steel  drops.  He  never  had  gout  before, 
but  I  understand  his  father  had  suffered  from  it. 

With  regard  to  the  diet  of  the  patient  under  erysipelas,  unless  when 
there  is  much  fever,  1  always  recommend  it  to  be  generous,  and  of  easy 
digestion.  In  a  case  at  present  convalescent,  in  which  the  attack  was 
very  similar  to  Mr.  C.'s,  while  the  great  toe  and  foot  were  violently 
inflamed,  the  knee  of  the  other  leg  was  also  affected.  From  the 
habits  of  the  patient — a  constitution  broken  from  intemperance — I  was 
obliged  to  allow,  along  with  the  drops,  nearly  a  bottle  of  port  a-day. 


Case  of  Double  Ovarian  Dropsy. 
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In  this  case  the  podagral  erysipelas  has  disappeared,  and  my  patient  is 
in  better  health  than  he  has  had  for  many  months. — Edinburgh  Monthly 
Journal  of  Medical  Science. 


DR.  PEASLEE'S  CASE  OF  DOUBLE  OVARIAN  DROPSY. 

[Concluded  from  page  437.] 

Tuesday,  2J,  P.  M. — I  found  the  patient  very  comfortable.  Thinks 
there  are  "  not  ten  happier  ladies  in  the  United  States  ;  and  is  not  sure 
she  would  exchange  conditions  with  any  one  of  them  even."  Has  a 
very  slight  headaclie.  To  take  an  enema  to-night,  and  oil  to-morrow 
if  required. 

Pulse  from  90  to  100  during  last  twenty-four  hours.  Tongue  clean  ; 
skin  natural  ;  lips  bright  red  ;  appetite  excellent  ;  no  tenderness  or  un- 
pleasant feeling  in  abdomen.  I  change  all  the  dressings.  Wound  per- 
fectly healed  in  every  part,  except  where  the  four  ligatures  come  out. 
Only  a  drop  or  two  of  pus  around  them. 

On  Wednesday  she  had  some  headache,  the  bowels  not  being  relieved, 
and  she  having  slept  but  little  on  Tuesday  night.  Another  dose  of  oil 
on  Wednesday  evening  produced  a  free  evacuation  on  Thursday,  and 
she  was  very  comfortable  for  forty-eight  hours  afterwards. 

On  Thursday  morning,  she  sat  up  in  bed  for  the  first  time. 

Saturday,  Oct.  5th,  two  weeks  after  the  operation. — I  saw  the  patient 
at  9 J,  A..  M.  Pulse  85  to  94,  since  my  last  visit ;  is  now  soft  and 
weak.  Has  sometimes  felt  a  tenderness  at  the  points  where  the  tumor 
was  adherent ;  less  of  this  to-day.  Tongue  a  little  coated  ;  less  appe- 
tite. To  take  a  pill  at  night  of  pil.  hydrarg.  and  extract,  hyoscyami. 
Only  a  drop  of  pus  in  contact  with  the  ligatures.  The  small  ones 
yielded  a  little  to  gentle  traction. 

To  take  rich  broth,  beef-tea,  or  any  simple  nutriment  she  may  prefer. 
May  be  helped  into  a  chair,  when  all  tenderness  of  the  abdomen  has 
subsided. 

Sunday. — Sat  up  in  her  chair  half  an  hour  for  the  first  time,  being 
the  fifteenth  day  after  the  operation. 

Saturday,  12th. — A  letter  from  her  sister,  of  this  date,  says — "My 
sister  has  been  very  comfortable  since  the  last  report,  except  during  the 
last  forty-eight  hours,  during  which  time  she  has  at  intervals  had  con- 
siderable pain  in  the  right  iliac  region  ;  but  no  tenderness  on  pressure, 
except  at  a  point  corresponding  to  the  position  of  the  ligatures  on  that 
side.  She  has  sat  up  from  one  quarter  hour  to  an  hour,  as  she  felt  in- 
clined, every  day  this  week.    Her  appetite  is  very  good." 

This  pain  continued  four  days  (or  to  the  14th),  but  affected  neither 
the  pulse,  appetite  nor  tongue,  and  never  afterwards  recurred. 

Wednesday,  16th  (twenty-five  days  after  operation).  Saw  the  patient 
this  afternoon.  She  has  sat  up  from  one  to  one  and  a  half  hour  daily  of 
late.  Has  gained  flesh  and  strength  since  last  visit.  Has  stood  upon  her 
feet,  but  not  yet  walked.  Has  a  better  appetite  than  usual  when  in  her 
best  health.     Tongue  clean  ;  abdomen  is  now  convex  and  well  formed 


454 


Case  of  Double  Ovarian  Dropsy. 


Bowels  are  moved  once  in  forty-eight  hours  by  a  small  dose  of  oil. 
Only  three  short  straps  were  left  across  the  incision,  it  now  being  firm 
enough  to  rely  upon.  A  small  compress  is  still  retained  to  protect  the 
ligatures.  1  apply  gentle  traction  to  them  separately.  They  seem  to 
lift  the  abdominal  walls  alone,  but  do  not  come  out  nor  produce  any 
pain — to  be  pulled  upon  very  gently  every  day.  Patient  not  to  walk 
before  the  end  of  this  week  (four  weeks  in  all),  and  then  with  a  staff  to 
incline  the  trunk  forwards  and  relax  the  abdominal  muscles. 

30th  (forty  days  after  the  operation). — A  report  of  this  date  says — 
"  My  sister  is  very  well  ;  slie  says  she  was  '  never  better  in  her  life.' 
Has  taken  no  medicine,  nor  felt  any  discomfort  for  the  last  fortnight. 
Dr.  Jarvis  says  her  countenance  is  better  than  for  a  year  before,  and  he 
thinks  she  has  gained  ten  pounds  of  flesh.  She  has  not  been  out  yet, 
but  sleeps  up  stairs,  and  has  resumed  all  her  former  habits.  None  of 
the  ligatures  have  yet  come  away." 

January  6th,  1851. — A  letter  of  this  date  from  the  patient  herself,  in 
answer  to  several  inquiries  by  myself,  gives  a  full  account  of  her  state  at 
that  time.  And  since  commencing  this  report,  another  letter  has  been 
received,  stating  that  her  health  continues  "  precisely  as  then." 

"  My  health  (thanks  to  yourself)  is  perfectly  restored.  1  have  not 
had  the  slightest  drawback  since  your  last  visit,  except  an  attack,  of 
which,  at  your  request,  1  will  give  an  account. 

"  The  first  ligature  came  away  on  the  7th  of  November,  and  the 
second  on  the  16th — both  of  them  from  the  left  side.  The  third  came 
away  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  with  perfect  ease,  and,  unlike  the 
others,  brought  the  knot  [loop]  with  it.*  Half  an  hour  afterwards,  I  was 
seized  with  severe  pain  over  the  surface  of  the  abdomen,  and  which,  at 
the  end  of  an  hour,  seemed  to  settle  in  the  right  iliac  region,  where  the 
ligature  was  detached.  Dr.  Jarvis  was  called  in  at  noon,  and  applied 
fomentations  to  the  abdomen,  and  gave  a  dose  of  castor  oil,  and  fre- 
quent doses  of  McMunn's  elixir.  In  the  evening  leeches  were  also  ap- 
plied, the  pulse  then  being  121.  The  pain  occurred  at  intervals,  and 
continued  severe  for  twenty-four  hours.  In  four  or  five  days  I  was  quite 
well  again.  The  day  before,  1  had  stepped  into  the  garden  to  take  up 
some  bulbs,  but  was  well  guarded  from  exposure,  and  know  of  no  cause 
for  the  attack.  The  aperture  around  the  ligatures  closed  up  at  once. 
The  cicatrix  of  the  incision  is  now  precisely  five  inches  in  length.  The 
catamenia  not  restored.  No  disagreeable  sensations  in  the  parts  con- 
nected with  the  tumor.  I  have  danced  once,  and  felt  no  inconvenience 
therefrom." 

Description  of  the  Tumors  removed, —  1st.  The  large  mass  first  re- 
moved now  resembles,  as  a  whole,  in  form  and  relation  of  parts  (it  being 
collapsed)  the  foetal  membranes  enclosing  the  placenta — the  more  solid 
part  corresponding  to  the  latter.  Its  vertical  diameter  is  12  inches,  its 
transverse  9h  inches  ;  its  original  form  being  ovoid.  The  enclosed  por- 
tion is  oval  and  thin  ;  being  6^  by  4^  inches  in  diameter,  and  2J  inches 
thick. 


*  She  does  not  account  for  the  fourth  ligature  at  all. 
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The  external  surface  of  the  sac  is  perfectly  smooth  and  nacreous  in 
appearance,  except  two  inches  square  on  the  right  side  and  a  httle  less 
on  the  left  (precisely  where  the  "  friction  feeling  "  was  perceived)  — 
.these  surfaces  being  covered  by  the  recently -formed  bands  I  had  rup- 
tured in  breaking  up  the  adhesions  of  the  sac.  An  epitheHum,  but  no 
distinct  serous  membrane,  can  be  detected  by  one  of  Clievallier's  largest 
microscopes.  The  Fallopian  tube,  three  sixteenths  of  an  inch  in  diame- 
ter, extends  to  the  top  of  the  solid  tumor,  accompanied  by  a  large  vein, 
and  an  artery  of  the  size  of  a  wheat  straw.  The  protuberance  on  the 
solid  portion,  felt  through  the  abdominal  walls,  was  a  distinct  sac,  as  was 
supposed;  its  fluid  having  a  specific  gravity  of  1023,  and  containing, 
like  that  of  the  large  sac,  a  large  quantity  of  albumen,  and  scales  of 
cholesterine.    The  sac  itself  is  three  sixteenths  of  an  inch  thick. 

Its  internal  surface  presents  several  large  veins  ;  and  is  covered  quite 
extensively  in  patches  by  recently-exuded  plasma.  In  general  appear- 
ance, it  resembles  a  mucous  membrane. 

The  weight  of  the  whole  mass  is  two  pounds  three  ounces  avoirdupois. 

2d.  The  right  ovarian  tumor  is  one  and  a  half  inch  long  by  one  and 
a  fourth  inch  in  diameter,  consisting  of  a  sac  containing  5  iv.  of  a  red- 
dish fluid  ;  and  the  proper  stroma  of  the  organ,  hypertrophied  and  in- 
durated, and  presenting  a  lobulated  and  warty  appearance.  Its  whole 
weight  is  5  x. 

The  preceding  case  has  suggested  the  following  remarks  : — 

I.  So  far  as  the  writer  is  aware,  Miss  C  's  case  is  unique,  as  far 

as  the  successful  removal  of  both  ovaries  at  the  same  time  by  the  large 
peritoneal  section  is  concerned.  It  is  also  scarcely  less  singular,  for  the 
very  slight  disturbance  of  any  kind  from  the  operation.  The  pulse 
never  rose  above  120  ;  never  above  115  after  the  first  twenty-four  hours 
had  elapsed,  except  for  a  few  minutes  on  Sunday  night.  Prom  Monday 
morning  to  Tuesday  morning,  it  ranged  between  93  and  114;  Tuesday 
to  Wednesday  morning,  between  86  and  112  ;  Wednesday  to  Friday 
morning,  between  83  and  104;  Friday  to  Saturday  morning,  83  and 
100.  It  never  rose  subsequently  above  97,  and  averaged  90 — about  her 
natural  pulse.  The  respiration  was  26  for  half  an  hour  when  re-action 
was  first  established  ;  and  uniformly  23  or  24  during  the  first  three  days. 
It  then  continued  at  22,  till  the  pulse  fell  to  90  ;  and  then  became  20. 
The  re-action  also  was  perfect  in  less  than  five  hours,  and  w^as  never  ex- 
cessive. Indeed,  the  patient  may  almost  be  said  to  have  recovered  with- 
out a  single  bad  symptom  ;  at  least  without  any  severe  symptoms  pecu- 
liar to  such  an  operation  ;  or  which  might  not  hav^e  occurred  to  one  of 
her  delicacy  of  constitution,  from  even  a  slight  cause.  Hence  the  medi- 
cinal part  of  the  after-treatment  was  decidedly  expectant.  The  sup- 
puration could  not  have  amounted  to  more  than  5  iss.  in  all,  during 
recovery. 

II.  The  almost  unfailing  aid,  in  the  diagnosis  of  ovarian  diseases, 
which  is  afforded  by  the  present  advanced  state  of  pathologico-anatomi- 
cal  and  surgical  science,  as  compared  with  the  obscurity  resting  over  this 
subject  till  very  recently,  is  worthy  of  remark.  It  is,  however,  impossi- 
ble to  form  any  rational  conclusion  as  to  the  adhesions  or  non-aanesions 
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of  a  sac  thus  filling  the  abdomen,  without  previously  evacuating  it  by 
tapping.  Even  then  adhesions  may  exist  without  being  detected.  The 
"  friction  feeling  "  is  more  distinctive  than  any  other  sign  short  of  evi- 
dent immobility  of  the  sac  ;  and  was,  I  think,  detected  in  this  case  on  - 
the  first  examination  after  (and  in  less  than  thirty-six  hours  after)  the 
adhesions  had  formed. 

The  reason  assigned  for  the  absence,  on  the  second  examination, 
of  the  solid  tumor  felt  per  vaginam  et  per  rectum  eleven  days  before, 
proved  to  be  correct.  The  fluctuation  perceived  from  these  passages 
at  the  first  examination  was  produced  by  the  fluid  in  the  large  sac, 
which,  being  less  distended  at  the  second,  did  not  fall  so  low  as  to  be 
reached.  Thus  the  inferences  from  the  positive  signs  at  first,  were 
rightly  regarded  as  being  confirmed  by  their  absence  afterwards — the 
circumstances  having  changed. 

III.  The  temperature  and  hygrometric  state  of  the  air  in  the  room  at 
the  time  of  the  operation  are  very  important  matters.  Certainly,  the 
peritoneal  surface  is  more  nearly  in  its  natural  condition  when  exposed 
to  a  warm  and  damp  atmosphere,  than  if  the  latter  be  cool  or  dry,  or 
both.  A  still  higher  temperature  than  80°  would  probably  be  better 
for  the  serous  membrane ;  but  it  could  not  long  be  tolerated  by  the  lungs 
either  of  the  patient  or  the  operator.  It  was  observed  that  the  surface 
longest  exposed  became  somewhat  livid  from  incipient  congestion  ;  and, 
had  even  a  less  protracted  exposure  to  a  dry  or  cool  atmosphere  occurred, 
I  doubt  not  this  effect  would  have  been  still  more  marked,  and  a  de- 
cided congestion,  which  is  but  a  single  step  from  inflammation — from  peri- 
tonitis— might  have  occurred.  Moreover,  a  sudden  change  of  tempera- 
ture, even  though  a  slight  one,  after  the  operation,  and  whether  general 
or  local,  is  replete  with  danger.  Hence  the  temperature  was  kept  at 
78°  to  80°,  till  all  danger  of  inflammation  had  disappeared  ;  and  the 
warm-water  dressing  was  kept  constantly  upon  the  abdomen,  as  long  as 
any  dressing  was  needed. 

That  the  alimentary  canal  be  also  empty  and  collapsed  at  the  time 
of  the  operation,  is  an  important  consideration  ;  since  thus  protrusions 
are  avoided,  or  easily  reduced  if  they  occur.  Hence  the  propriety  of  a 
dose  of  oil  thirty-six  hours  before  the  operation,  and  fluid  nutriment 
afterwards. 

IV.  Several  difficulties  I  have  not  seen  adverted  to,  in  reports  of  this 
operation,  occurred.  1st.  The  skin,  being  very  tense,  retracted  about 
three  inches  when  divided,  and  also  drew  the  next  layer  (one  and  a 
quarter  inch  thick,  as  before  stated),  as  it  was  divided,  down  to  an  almost 
level  surface  ;  and  thus  rendered  it  impossible  to  keep  the  precise  posi- 
tion of  the  middle  line  in  the  eye,  through  the  whole  length  of  the 
incision — nine  inches.  2d.  The  fascia  transversalis  and  parietal  perito- 
neum were  so  atrophied  by  pressure  as  not  to  be  recognized  as  distinct 
layers  either  during  or  alter  the  operation,  instead  of  being  thickened  as 
usual.  3d.  Violent  efforts  to  vomit,  i.  e.,  spasmodic  action  of  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  have  been  not  unfrequent  in  other  cases ;  and  may 
not,  therefore,  in  this,  have  been  occasioned  by  the  anaesthetic.  4th. 
The  thickness  of  the  abdominal  walls  (one  and  a  quarter  to  one  and  a 
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half  inch)  produced  much  difficulty  in  coaptating  the  edges  of  the  in- 
cision. Large  needles,  two  and  three  quarter  inches  long,  were  re- 
quired ;  they  must  also  be  curved,  and  therefore  annealed;  and  thus 
their  points  were  spoiled.  Still  the  latter  must  be  carried  through  the 
walls  obliquely,  so  as  to  pass  between  the  abdominal  aponeurosis  and  the 
peritoneum,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  former  was  hardly  thicker  than 
stout  letter  paper,  and  the  latter  not  certainly  recognizable  at  all.  Still 
the  risk  of  peritonitis  was  not  particularly  enhanced  by  the  delays  thus 
produced  ;  since  they  occurred  either  while  the  sac  still  protected  the 
peritoneum,  or  while  the  wound  was  being  closed. 

V .  The  appearance  of  the  catamenial  discharge,*  seventy-two  hours 
after  both  ovaries  had  been  removed,  and  its  continuance  for  three  days, 
appears,  at  first  sight,  to  contradict  the  idea,  now  generally  entertained 
by  physiologists,  that  these  organs  originate  the  nisus  which  thus  mani- 
fests itself.  I  should,  however,  consider  the  discharge,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, as  a  mere  uterine  hemorrhage,  resulting  from  the  congestion 
of  that  organ  produced  by  the  operation  ;  and  as,  therefore,  being  a 
most  salutary  phenomenon,  and  a  highly  favorable  symptom.  A  patient 
on  whom  I  operated,  three  years  since,  for  an  extensive  laceration  of  the 
perineum,  had  a  similar  phenomenon  occur  on  the  third  day  afterwards  ; 
which  also  continued  three  days,  and  prevented  the  complete  success  of 
the  operation.  In  that  case,  also,  I  think  the  exciting  cause  of  the  he- 
morrhage was  of  the  same  general  character  ;  the  preceding  regular  pe- 
riod having  ceased  a  week  before  the  operation.  1  shall  expect  to  learn 
that  the  theory  above  alluded  to  is  confirmed  by  the  future  history  of  the 
present  case. 

The  fact  that  the  urine  became  free  (  §  viij.  every  six  hours)  within 
forty  hours  after  the  operation,  and  continued  so  uniformly  afterwards, 
was  regarded  as  highly  favorable  at  the  time  ;  and  this,  together  with  the 
fact,  that,  at  the  end  of  eighty-five  hours,  she  evacuated  the  bladder  with- 
out instrumental  assistance,  was  thought  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  idea 
that  peritonitis  was  then  impending. 

VI.  The  pain  complained  of  October  5th  was  probably  produced  by 
the  patient's  leaning  upon  her  elbow  in  bed  ;  and  that  in  the  right  iliac 
region,  which  occurred  on  the  10th,  and  continued  four  days,  I  should 
attribute  to  her  efforts,  as  she  sat  up  longer  each  day,  and  to  the  pressure 
on  the  uterus,  and  perhaps  also  on  the  ligatures  directly  of  the  small  in- 
testines, while  thus  erect  in  bed.  A  somewhat  constipated  state  of  the 
bowels  is  another  element  in  the  causation  perhaps  worthy  of  notice. 

The  violent  attack  of  pain  on  the  19th  of  November  may  or  may  not 
have  been  excited  by  the  removal  of  the  last  ligature  that  morning.  I 
incline  to  the  opinion  that  it  luas  thus  excited,  though  no  undue  force 
was  applied  to  the  ligature,  and  it  is  improbable  that  the  peritoneum 
was  at  all  implicated.  It  appeared  to  me  possible  that  some,  at  least, 
of  the  ligatures  were  adherent  to  the  abdominal  walls  alone,  at  my  last 
visit,  five  weeks  before  (October  16th).  But,  in  regard  to  the  two  liga- 
tures first  brought  away,  tJiis  opinion  is  shown  not  to  hold,  since  they 


*  Its  last  regular  appearance  had  been  ten  days  before. 
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were  both  untied  before  they  left  the  pedicle.  The  last  ligature,  how- 
ever, slipped  off,  as  was  shown  by  the  loop  still  remaining  whole  ;  and, 
therefore,  might  have  been  retained  by  granulations  in  the  abdominal 
walls  for  days  previous  to  its  detachment.  I  judge  this  was  the  fact, 
and  that  a  nerve  being  also  implicated  in  its  detachment,  accounts  for 
both  the  superficial  character  of  the  pain,  and  the  rapid  culmination 
of  the  attack.    I  am,  however,  by  no  means  tenacious  of  this  explanation. 

But  what  became  of  the  fourth  ligature,  of  which  no  account  is  ren- 
dered by  the  patient  ?  I  doubt  not  that  it  was  removed  together  with 
one  of  the  larger  ones.  In  all  four  of  the  ligatures  there  were  sixteen 
threads  of  silk.  The  last  included  two  of  these,  and  I  doubt  not  one 
of  the  preceding  was  made  up  of  eight  threads,  and  the  other  of  six. 
Two  ligatures,  thus  removed  together,  would  of  course  lie  side  by  side 
when  drawn  out,  however  distant  their  internal  extremities  may  have 
been  before ;  and  the  patient  could  not  be  expected  to  remember  to 
count  the  threads  as  they  were  removed.  I  shall  doubtless  request  the 
next  patient  to  preserve  them  for  subsequent  inspection. 

VII.  The  pedicles  were  divided  thus,  :  the  oblique  lines  re- 
presenting the  cut  edge,  the  circle  (  o  )  the  puncture  made  by  the  needle, 
and  the  dotted  line  the  level  of  the  ligatures — in  order  that  the  loops 
might  slip  off'  on  applying  traction  at  the  proper  time,  and  thus  the  liga- 
tures be  the  sooner  detached.  It  appears,  however,  that  only  one  of 
them  became  detached  in  that  way,  the  rest  having  been  previously 
untied.  The  one  that  slipped,  also,  was  the  last  to  come  away  ;  but  the 
supposition  has  already  been  hazarded  that  it  may  have  left  the  pedicle, 
and  probably  did,  some  days  at  least  before  it  was  detached.  Whether, 
therefore,  my  idea  as  to  dividing  the  pedicle  will  prove  of  any  practical 
value,  still  remains  to  be  decided.  And  whether  the  loop  usually  slips 
off,  or  cuts  out,  or  becomes  untied,  after  this  operation,  is  a  question  pre- 
vious reports  do  not  enable  me  to  decide,  and  which  I  now  have  under 
investigation. 

VIII.  The  success  of  the  operation  I  attribute  to  the  fortitude  and 
confidence  of  the  patient ;  the  comparatively  slight  adhesions  of  the 
diseased  mass  ;  the  temperature,  &lc.,  of  the  room  at  the  time  and  sub- 
sequently ;  accurate  coaptation  of  the  divided  abdominal  walls  ;  and  the 
judicious  after-treatment  of  Dr.  Jarvis,  seconded  by  the  faithful  attentions 
of  the  three  young  gentlemen  before  named.  I  am  positive  that  as  much 
care  and  skill  are  necessary  in  closing  the  incision  properly,  as  in  per- 
forming the  preceding  operation. 

Whether  the  operation  of  ovariotomy  is  ever  justifiable,  is  a  question 
whicli  would  certainly  be  out  of  place  here.  It  is  the  writer's  opinion 
that,  if  the  patient's  general  health  is  rapidly  failing  (but  not  already  too 
far  prostrated),  and  the  tumor  is  found  to  he  not  extensively  adherent, 
so  far  as  all  the  known  methods,  taken  together,  can  decide  that  question, 
the  operation  is  justifiable  ;  provided  the  patient,  after  fully  under- 
standing its  nature,  strongly  desires  to  have  it  performed,  and  has  strong 
hopes  of  recovery  therefrom.  But  it  is  an  operation  never  to  be  urged, 
nor  to  be  undertaken  by  an  operator  whose  care  does  not  include  the  mi- 
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nutest  particulars,  both  prior  and  subsequent  to  its  performance,  which 
can  affect  its  resuks. 

And  1  cannot  close  without  alluding  to  the  obligations  under  which 
the  medical  profession  of  our  country  has  been  placed,  by  the  full  and 
precise  reports  of  his  now  numerous  operations  for  the  removal  of  ovarian 
diseases,  which  Dr.  W.  L.  Adee  has  given  from  time  to  time  in  this 
Journal.  But  for  these,  my  patient  might  not,  perhaps,  have  been  res- 
cued from  an  early  death.  For  only  accurate  and  minute  reports  of  such 
cases  are  of  any  practical  value  to  others  ;  and  this  is  the  writer's  apology 
for  the  length  of  this  communication. 

Dartmouth  College,  February,  1851. 

Note. — It  is  a  fact,  certainly  not  without  interest,  that  the  first  pa- 
tient on  whom  the  operation  of  ovariotomy  was  performed  in  this  coun- 
try was  an  aunt  of  Miss  G.  (though  by  marriage  only),  whose  case  has 
just  been  detailed.  The  operation  alluded  to  (being  the  miyior  opera- 
tion) was  performed  on  the  5th  of  July,  1820,  by  Dr.  Nathan  Smith, 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  Dartmouth  College,  and  was  successful.  The 
patient  was  a  Mrs.  Strobridge,  of  Norwich,  Vt.,  aetat.  33. 

For  an  account  of  the  case,  see  "  Medical  and  Surgical  Memoirs,"  by 
Nathan  Smith,  M.D.,  Baltimore,  1831. 

The  year  is  singularly  enough  omitted  in  the  report  of  the  case.  I 
have  ascertained  of  Dr.  H.  Hatch,  of  Burlington,  Vt.,  who  was  present 
at  the  operation,  that  it  was  performed  thirty  years  ago  last  July. 

E.  R.  P. 


^ETHEREAL  SOLUTION  OF  IODINE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  offer  to  your  notice  a  preparation  of  iodine,  which  is  as 
yet  unknown  to  the  profession,  except  to  a  few  in  this  locality  whose 
attention  I  have  directed  to  its  efficiency  as  a  counter-irritant.  1  have 
employed  it  in  my  practice  for  upwards  of  ten  years,  and  generally  with 
the  most  satisfactory  results,  in  the  most  of  those  cases  where  the  use 
of  the  tincture  is  commonly  indicated.  It  is  applied  in  the  same  way  as 
the  tincture,  by  means  of  a  camel-hair  pencil  rubbed  over  the  part,  until 
it  begins  to  produce  a  burning  sensation  in  the  part ;  then  cover  it  with 
a  pledget  of  wadding,  so  as  to  prevent  evaporation.  For  the  first  fifteen 
minutes  the  burning  sensation  is  pretty  severe,  so  as  to  alarm  some 
patients.  Yet  it  soon  becomes  tolerable,  but  usually  continues  to  be  felt 
for  several  hours.  The  next  day  the  cuticle  has  a  dry  hardened  feel, 
having  the  iodine  color ;  and  great  relief  to  deep-seated  pain  is  obtained. 
In  the  course  of  two,  three  or  four  days,  vesication  will  be  observed 
around  the  edges  of  the  superficial  eschar  which  has  now  commenced  to 
suppurate  ;  and  as  the  destroyed  cuticle  cleans  off,  a  very  copious  dis- 
charge of  purulent  matter  takes  place,  and  may  be  kept  up  for  two  or 
three  weeks  under  the  popular  application  of  a  cabbage  leaf,  or  oiled 
silk,  which  I  usually  apply  on  the  second  day.    The  surface  of  the  sore 
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assumes  a  fine  granular  appearance,  and  heals  without  leaving  a  cica- 
trix. 1  have  often  thought  that,  in  cases  of  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
joints,  this  application  is  more  efficient  than  the  caustic  issue,  relieves 
pain  quicker,  and  can  sooner  be  repeated. 

I  have  frequendy  derived  great  benefit  from  keeping  up  a  discharge 
from  the  chest  in  chronic  affections  of  the  lungs,  making  a  sore  the  size 
of  a  quarter  or  half  dollar  at  a  time,  and  opening  a  new  sore  as  the  other 
heals. 

This  solution  is  very  simply  prepared.  I  commonly  use  the  sulphuric 
ether  of  the  shops  ;  but  the  stronger  the  ether,  the  more  efficient  is  the 
preparation.  Hence  the  importance  of  obtaining  a  good  article  and  in 
lull  strength. 

I  commonly  put  a  quantity  of  pure  iodine  into  a  phial,  and  add  sul- 
phuric ether  until  dissolved  ;  that  is,  the  other  must  be  perfectly  satu- 
rated. To  make  the  solution  as  strong  as  possible,  I  have  added  a  few 
grains  of  the  iodide  of  potassium,  which  furthers  the  capability  of  the 
ether  to  take  up  more  of  the  iodine.  There  are  different  modes  by 
which  this  can  be  prepared,  th^t  will  be  readily  suggested  to  your  seve- 
ral readers.    All  of  them,  however,  will  tend  to  the  same  result. 

In  some  cases  it  may  be  used  at  a  reduced  strength,  according  to  the 
amount  of  counter-irritation  or  stimulation  which  individual  cases  may 
seem  to  require.  1  am  yours  truly,      Robert  Thomson. 

Dover,  N.  H.,  June  27,  1851. 


IMPERFORATE  HYMEN. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jcmrnal. 

Dear  Sir, — 1  submit  to  your  disposal  the  following  case,  which  occur- 
red in  May  last. 

Miss  ,  in  the  town  of  ,  in  her  17th  year,  possessing  a 

tolerably  good  constitution,  complained  of  a  sense  of  weight  and  disten- 
sion in  the  uterine  and  vaginal  passages,  accompanied  with  some  pain. 
Her  true  situation  was  not  known  until  a  few  hours  before  we  were 
called  in  consultation  by  the  attending  physician.  Dr.  Hunt.  It  being 
decided  that  a  thorough  examination  was  necessary,  Dr.  W.  W.  Sweat 
and  myself  proceeded  to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  difficulty  which 
had  now  nearly  impeded  locomotion.  The  parts  being  exposed,  a  con- 
vex tumor  was  presented  to  our  view,  projecting  beyond  the  os  exter- 
num, nearly  four  inches  in  diameter.  This  was  covered  with  a  dense, 
resisting  membrane,  rather  thinner  at  its  central  portion.  The  uterus 
was  much  distended,  and  circumscribed  by  a  tumor  reaching  nearly  as 
high  as  the  navel  ;  the  whole  of  which,  acting  by  its  great  pressure  on 
the  surroimding  parts,  had  nearly  hindered  the  process  of  evacuating  the 
faeces  and  urine.  After  a  short  consultation,  we  were  unanimous  in  the 
opinion  that  an  operation  should  be  performed  for  her  immediate  relief. 
With  a  large-sized  spring  lancet,  a  sufficient  opening  was  made  for  the 
exit  of  five  pints  of  inodorous,  dark  grumous  blood.  This  was  followed 
by  great  relief  to  the  patient.    A  mild  anodyne  being  prescribed,  she 
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passed  a  very  comfortable  night.  The  operation  was  completed  the 
next  day  by  divisions  throughout  with  the  probe-pointed  bistoury,  the 
fleshy  membrane  proving  to  be  nearly  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  thick- 
ness at  its  attachments.  Anodynes,  mild  laxatives,  with  emollient  injec- 
tions per  vaginam,  terminated  the  treatment,  which  resulted  in  the  relief 
of  this  young  lady. 

The  case  presented  somewhat  an  anomalous  feature  in  its  history,  as 
it  was  declared  by  her  friends  that,  from  the  first  appearance  of  her  cata- 
menial  discharge,  which  took  place  six  months  previous,  her  menstruation 
had  been  regularly  performed,  with  the  usual  concomitants  attending  this 
stage.  This  declaration  at  first  suspended  our  decision,  for  further  in- 
spection to  ascertain  whether  we  had  not  mistaken  an  imperforation  of  the 
hymen  for  a  retroversion  of  the  uterus  caused  by  a  distension  with  a  simi- 
lar fluid.  As  this  proved  not  to  be  the  fact,  we  supposed  her  friends  to 
be  deceived  in  the  quantity  and  quality  of  this  fluid,  originating,  as  it 
undoubtedly  did,  from  the  previous  existence  of  a  small  aperture  in  this 
confining  membrane,  which  gave  exit  to  the  thinner  portions  of  the 
menstrual  fluid,  and  afterwards  became  closed  by  coagula,  or  other  ob- 
structions, until  distension  became  insupportable  and  demanded  relief. 
Westbrook,  Me.,  June  SOth,  1851.  Very  respectfully  yours, 

Augustus  Mitchell,  M.D» 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.   JULY   9,  1851. 


EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Vienna  (continued). — Nothing  in  Vienna  delighted  me  more  than  the 
matchless  machinery  of  the  famous  Pierre  Jaquet  Droz,  in  his  androides 
or  self-moving  figures.  He  must  have  been  one  of  the  very  highest  order 
of  mechanical  geniuses.  He  exhibited  three  of  his  automaton  children 
before  Louis  XV.  of  France,  in  1772,  who  at  once  raised  him  to  distinc- 
tion, as  far  as  royal  influence  could  dignify  a  man  of  such  rare  powers. 
One  of  these  figures  writes  a  beautiful  hand — any  sentence  proposed — by 
simply  guaging  the  dial  plate  to  a  particular  order  of  letters.  The  second 
draws  the  figures  of  animals  on  paper,  and  actually  shades  off"  a  profile  ; 
and  the  third  plays  with  its  fingers  on  a  keyed  instrument  something  simi- 
lar to  a  piano.  They  have  all  the  appearance  of  life,  even  to  the  expres- 
sion of  thoughtfulness.  I  was  permitted  to  inspect  the  mechanism  at 
leisure,  while  in  motion  and  at  rest ;  and  of  all  the  complicated,  inexplicable 
combinations  of  wheels,  pinions,  chains,  endless  screws,  cams  and  levers, 
on  which  my  eyes  ever  rested,  these  are  the  most  perplexing  and  astonish- 
ing. After  the  inventor  had  astonished  all  France  and  England,  he  made 
a  trip  to  Spain,  with  an  expectation  of  reaping  a  rich  harvest  in  that  then 
wealthy  kingdom ;  but  he  had  hardly  commenced  the  exhibition  before  the 
inquisition  arrested  him  and  threw  him  into  prison  for  being  in  league 
with  the  devil.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  interest  felt  in  his  case  by  the 
archbishop  of  Toledo,  who  comprehended  the  nature  of  the  mechanism, 
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and  favored  his  escape,  it  is  thought  he  would  have  been  burned  alive. 
This  sad  misfortune  darkened  all  his  prospects,  and  stripped  him  of  the 
avails  of  his  ingenuity.  He  fled,  leaving  the  automati  in  the  strong  box 
of  the  holy  office,  where  they  remained  till  Napoleon  entered,  when,  by 
the  agency  of  some  friends  who  knew  the  history  of  the  transaction,  they 
were  recovered  and  sent  to  Paris — not,  however,  till  the  unfortunate  Droz 
and  his  equally  talented  son  had  been  many  years  in  their  graves.  In  the 
rough  handlings  to  which  they  had  been  subjected,  the  apparatus  got  out 
of  order,  and  no  one  could  be  found  competent  to  repair  them,  till  by  the 
merest  chance  the  present  proprietor,  a  young  German,  on  learning  their 
history,  made  a  visit  of  inspection.  They  were  considered  worthless,  and 
no  one,  however  eminent  as  a  mechanist,  dared  undertake  the  restoration. 
By  persevering  study,  Mr.  Henri  Martin,  the  gentleman  alluded  to,  dis- 
covered the  principle  of  the  movement,  and  they  are  now  again  in  motion. 
He  would  like  much  to  go  to  the  United  States  with  them,  but  dreads  the 
idea  of  crossing  a  turbulent  ocean.  Maelzel's  celebrated  rope-dancers,  and 
even  his  chess-player,  are  not  to  be  named  in  the  same  day  of  the  month 
with  them.  Here  is  a  true  mechanical  movement,  open  for  the  most 
critical  examination  of  the  spectator,  while  his  was  a  deception.  Con- 
nected with  these  figures,  Mv.  MaVtin  has  a  miniature  handcart,  drawn  by 
an  old  man,  smoking.  He  tugs  away  awhile,  stops  and  breathes  hard, 
looks  around,  and  then  pulls  again  at  the  load  with  all  the  naturalness  of 
every-day  life.  It  is  the  work  of  a  watchmaker,  who  employed  his  leisure 
moments  in  the  construction,  and  realized  500  florins  for  his  ingenuity.  I 
have  been  more  particular  in  speaking  of  this  exhibition,  because  it  is  of 
so  rare  a  character,  and  evinces  the  resources  of  a  mind,  in  the  Alpine 
regions  of  Switzerland,  in  the  person  of  Droz,  which  has  not  yet  had  a 
parallel  in  the  history  of  inventions. 

The  guide  took  me,  in  one  of  our  rambles,  to  the  picture  gallery  of 
Prince  Lichtenstein — which  is  far  more  extensive  than  the  government's, 
at  Bellevue.  A  palace,  of  undefined,  but  certainly  colossal  dimensions,  is 
exclusively  given  up  to  the  collection.  A  week  might  be  profitably  passed 
in  this  gorgeous  display  of  art,  and  then  the  traveller  would  be  unwilling 
to  leave,  if  he  possessed  a  particle  of  taste  or  enthusiasm  for  the  divine  art 
of  painting. 

From  the  palace  of  the  prince,  a  survey  was  made  of  the  great  hospital, 
or,  as  it  should  be  expressed  in  plain  English,  the  General  Hospital,  hav- 
ing ample  accommodations  for  upwards  of  two  thousand  patients  at  once — 
and  it  is  quite  probable  it  may  have  two  thirds  of  that  number  at  the 
present  moment.  A  plot  of  ground,  entirely  surrounded  on  its  outer  bor- 
der by  one  row  of  buildings,  must  contain  as  many  as  fifteen  acres. 
Within,  there  are  other  long  two-story  buildings,  containing  wards,  jutting 
from  them  towards  the  centre.  None  of  them  are  modern,  nor  remarkable 
in  finish,  or  distinguished  for  conveniences.  Their  capacity,  and  the  con- 
sequent circumstance  of  providing  for  so  many  patients,  gives  the  hospital 
character;  and  on  the  whole,  after  having  seen  all  the  principal  hospitals 
in  the  world — certainly  all  that  have  claims  on  the  score  of  scientific  ex- 
cellence— this  is  believed  to  be  the  largest  of  them  all.  The  subdivisions 
are  endless — for  there  appears  to  be  a  section  for  the  reception  of  each 
malady.  Diseased  skins  are  by  themselves  ;  broken  and  ulcerated  noses, 
fractured  bones,  tumors,  &c.  &c.,  beyond  the  power  of  recollection,  are  not 
only  separate,  but  a  medical  man  is  set  apart  for  the  exclusive  care  of 
each.    I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  before  having  seen  so  many  pregnant 
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■women  together,  as  were  walking  about  the  grounds.  The  Military  Hospi- 
tals, of  which  there  are  several,  are  near  by,  and  form  quite  a  village. 
No  particular  description  of  them  is  needed.  In  the  manner  of  medicat- 
ing and  in  the  general  arrangements,  in  the  hospitals  of  the  old  world  and 
the  new,  there  is  no  material  difference.  After  an  experience  of  no  ordi- 
nary kind,  in  the  matter  of  visiting  and  closely  inspecting  these  institu- 
tions in  the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  I  feel  warranted  in  saying,  that  I 
have  never  yet  been  into  a- hospital  that  excels,  in  elegance,  neatness, 
economy,  and  comfort,  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  in  Boston. 
Of  the  Lunatic  Asylum  of  Vienna,  there  is  not  much  to  say,  except  that 
the  old  building  now  in  use  is  round,  like  the  brick  tower  of  a  wind- 
mill. The  inmates  are  in  small  rooms  in  the  outside,  and  look  through 
windows  in  their  doors  into  a  common  circular  passage.  Still  further 
inward  towards  the  centre,  are  the  apartments  of  the  assistants,  the  offices, 
&c.  There  are  a  succession  of  stories.  It  is  felt,  however,  to  be  a  poor 
place  ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  a  new,  modern  building,  with  the 
requisite  grounds,  and  all  the  late  internal  improvements,  is  in  process  of 
erection,  and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  about  two  months,  I  saw 
some  of  the  furious  inmates  pinioned  to  the  bed,  on  their  backs.  Females 
were  in  the  majority,  apparently,  but  as  no  statistics  were  furnished,  it  is 
impossible  to  state  particulars.  In  the  whole,  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  are  boxed  up  in  the  round  tower, — kindly  treated,  but  very  inconve- 
niently lodged.  The  medical  superintendent  gets  a  salary  of  about  $S00 
a  year,  and  furnishes  his  own  table.  This  class  of  physicians  are  better 
paid  in  the  United  States  than  in  any  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  with 
a  few  exceptions. 

Smoking  being  one  of  the  leading  pursuits  of  the  people  here,  they 
must  have  suitable  apparatus,  and  hence  the  manufacture  of  German 
pipes  is  an  important  branch  of  domestic  industry.  But  rich  as  some  of 
the  show  cases  are  in  these  contrivances,  I  have  seen  nothing  in  the  Aus- 
trian capital  yet  that  comes  up  to  a  mouth  piece  and  pipe  stem  shown  to 
me  in  a  bazar  at  Scutari,  the  price  of  which  was  two  thousand  dollars! 

In  some  former  letter,  it  was  stated  that  a  new  medical  college- was  now 
being  finished  at  Pera  (one  of  the  three  divisions  of  Constantinople),  quite 
as  large  as  Faneuil  Hall.  The  medical  college  in  the  suburbs  of  Vienna, 
fully  equals  the  capacity  of  that  venerable  edifice.  As  the  government  is 
a  military  despotism,  the  army  requires  the  services  of  all  the  surgeons' 
that  can  be  educated.  The  school  is  therefore  a  large  one,  and  thoroughly 
taught.  I  spent  some  time  in  the  cabinet  of  anatomical  wax  w  ork — but  it 
fnlls  fnv  below  the  collection  in  the  Pitti  Palace  at  Florence  or  the  great 
Civil  Hospital  in  Rome.  The  other  part  of  the  museum,  the  wet  and  dry 
preparations,  are  not  remarkable,  nor  is  the  museum  large.  Apothecary 
shops  are  here  excellent,  and  medicines  much  cheaper  than  with  u-s. 
Doniists  are  not  numerous,  nor  are  they  such  nice  mechanics  as  would 
have  been  supposed. 

Among  the  novelties  of  Vienna,  is  the  bird  market.  Quite  a  long 
street,  on  one  side,  is  in  quiet  possession  of  boys,  old  women  and  country- 
men, who  bring  together  a  variety  of  little  warblers,  by  the  thousands. 
The  cages,  boxes,  baskets,  &:,c.  containing  them,  are  piled  up  in  some 
places  ten  feet  high.  There  is,  however,  a  disgusting  accompaniment  to 
the  business,  which  takes  away  much  of  the  pleasure  that  would  otherwise 
be  enjoyed  in  the  midst  of  such  a  variety  of  notes  and  plumage.  Tubs, 
jars,  &c.,  holding  bushels,  are  kept  on  hand,  filled  with  ants'  eggs,  for  the 
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food  of  the  birds.  These  are  at  first  taken  for  kernels  of  some  kind  of 
grain;  but,  on  closer  inspection,  young  ones  are  seen  forcing  their  way 
out  of  the  loose  sac  in  which  they  had  undergone  a  series  of  metamorphoses. 
Worms,  too,  are  raised  by  quarts  for  the  same  purpose,  and  kept  on  the 
stands  in  dry  bran.  When  a  customer  stops,  the  women  thrust  their  hands 
down  into  the  moving  vermicular  mass,  lift  up  a  handful  of  it,  and  praise 
the  quality,  as  other  dealers  do  their  wares. 

There  are  no  market-houses  in  the  city.  .Vegetables  and  fruits  are  sold 
in  the  squares  ;  and  in  the  morning,  meats,  in  movable  stalls,  are  occa- 
sionally seen  on  particular  side-walks.  All  the  necessaries  of  life  are  much 
dearer  than  in  other  cities  in  this  part  of  Europe.  Fuel,  too,  is  high. 
Wood  brought  in  from  the  country,  or  up  the  Danube,  costs  not  far  from 
$10  a  cord  when  fitted  for  the  fire.  Coal  is  brought  from  England  for  the 
boats  on  the  Adriatic,  but  in  the  interior  is  rarely  to  be  found.  Meal  is 
sold  in  the  streets,  in  temporary  stalls,  by  females,  in  bags  or  tubs.  The 
bread  is  extremely  white,  light,  and  nutritious. 

As  in  all  purely  Eoman  Catholic  countries,  while  there  are  some  who 
are  truly  pious,  others  have  a  superstitious  belief  that  miracles  are  wrought 
by  marble  and  wooden  saints.  Miniature  arms,  legs,  eyes,  hands,  fingers, 
A'c,  made  of  silver,  abound  at  the' shop  windows  of  silver  smiths,  and  are 
purchased  by  persons  who  have  been  relieved  of  some  bodily  infirmity  by 
praying  at  the  shrine  of  a  saint.  If,  after  importunate  supplication,  the 
wooden  saint  relaxes,  and  the  cure  of  a  sore  shin  follows,  then  he  is  orna- 
mented, or  the  sides  of  his  altar  are,  with  one  of  these  silver  legs,  as  a 
memorial  of  thankfulness.  In  some  parts  of  Italy,  wax  models  please  the 
dumb  miracle-worker  quite  as  well ;  but  in  Rome,  silver  ones  are  stuck  up 
by  the  peck. 


Death  of  Dr.  John  P.  Leonard. — It  is  with  grief  that  we  learn  of  the 
sudden  decease,  at  Middletown,  Ct.,  of  Dr.  Leonard,  late  of  Greenville, 
K.  I.  Dr.  L.  was  well  known  to  the  medical  profession  in  the  United 
States,  of  which  he  was  a  worthy  member,  by  numerous  and  valuable 
contributions  to  science.  He  was  a  prominent  correspondent  to  this  Jour- 
nal for  many  years ;  and  while  he  resided  in  California,  his  papers  from 
that  far-off  region  were  not  only  new,  but  of  a  reliable  character,  and  were 
extensively  read  and  prized.  We  deplore  his  loss,  for  it  is  great,  not  only 
to  those  more  intimately  connected  with  him,  but  to  the  community  at 
larn:e.  The  following  feeling  tribute  to  his  memory  is  from  the  pen  of  Dr. 
W.  B.  Casey,  editor  of  the  Middletown  News  and  Advertiser,  with  whom 
Dr.  L.  had  recently  associated  himself  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

"  We  cannot  allow  the  death  of  our  late  associate.  Doctor  John  P.  Leon- 
ard, to  pass  by  without  a  brief  tribute  to  his  character  as  a  man  and  phy- 
sician. Though  our  acquaintance  with  him  has  not  been  of  very  long 
duration,  yet  such  was  the  frankness,  sincerity  and  amenity  of  his  dispo- 
sition, that  we  felt  as  if  we  knew  him  intimately  ;  and,  short-sighted  mor- 
tal as  we  are,  indulged  the  pleasing  anticipation  of  a  long  and  friendly  in- 
tercourse. It  is  but  one  month  since  he  came  to  our  city  for  the  purpose 
of  making  it  his  residence.  He  entered  at  once  upon  the  active  duties  of 
his  profession,  and  we  think  that  the  particular  type  of  his  disease  was  due 
to  his  exposure  to  malignant  fever. 

"  And  thus  it  is  constantly,  that  one  physician  after  another  is  added  to 
the  list  of  martyrs  in  the  cause  of  suffering  humanity.  How  can  any  one, 
with  a  moment's  thought,  indulge  in  sneers  or  jests  with  regard  to  the  med- 
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ical  practitioner?  Day  after  day,  bearing  his  life  in  his  hand,  he  goes  forth 
to  meet  and  struggle  with  mortal  enemies,  against  whose  assaults  he  can- 
not be  fore-armed.  Alone  and  single-handed  he  contends  with  disease  and 
death,  in  their  most  loathsome  and  revolting  aspects.  No  shout  of  en- 
couragement, no  peal  of  martial  music,  stirs  his  blood  and  cheers  him  on. 
No  hope  of  fame,  no  expectation  of  high  reward  and  renown,  animates  his 
exertions,  for  often  the  only  recompense  that  he  can  expect,  is  the  con- 
sciousness of  having  done  his  duty.  And  often  vanquished  in  the  unequal 
conflict,  he  yields  to  his  fate  and  is  quietly  laid  in  his  resting  place,  while 
everything  goes  on  as  usual,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  mourning 
relatives  or  sorrowing  friends,  there  are  none  to  speak  his  praises  or  to 
cherish  his  memory.  And  yet  when  he  dies,  there  is  a  hero  gone  ;  and 
had  he  a  martial  prefix,  and  could  his  numerous  batiles  have  been  fought 
in  the  open  field  as  it  were,  and  before  the  eyes  of  men,  his  name  would 
have  been  sounded  from  one  end  of  the  state  to  the  other.  Tokens  of 
universal  grief  would  have  borne  vvitness  to  his  worth,  and  the  stately 
monument  would  rear  its  head  over  his  ashes,  and  point  out  to  future  gen- 
arations  the  spot  where  a  hero  was  laid. 

"It  was  the  intention  of  our  late  associate  to  make  Middletown  his  home, 
and  knowing  him  as  we  did,  we  can  safely  say  that  this  whole  community 
no  less  than  his  family  and  friends  has  sustained  by  his  death  a  loss. 

*'  He  was  a  good,  and  an  honest  man,  a  conscientious  and  careful  physi- 
cian, a  warm  and  reliable  friend,  an  affectionate  husband  and  father. 

"Peace  to  his  ashes  ! — in  the  good  land  to  which  he,  we  trust,  has  gone, 
he  will  rest  from  his  labors,  for  there  will  he  find  no  suffering  to  alleviate, 
no  sickness  to  remove." 


Curvature  Splint. — Dr.  J.  H.  Smilie  has  submitted  to  us  for  examina- 
tion, a  simple,  but  apparently  effectual  contrivance  for  strengthening  the 
bow  legs  of  children.  Persons  are  not  unfrequenlly  met  on  the  sidewalks 
with  their  lower  limbs  more  or  less  curved — the  knees  being  swayed,  as 
it  were,  some  inches  from  the  perpendicular.  In  adult  age,  the  expecta- 
tion of  overcoming  the  distortion,  cannot  reasonably  be  indulged;  for  the 
muscles,  from  acting  at  immense  disadvantage,  are  ordinarily  developed  to 
an  unusual  extent,  and  the  levers  upon  which  they  act  have  established 
relations  not  to  be  overcome.  But  in  infancy,  if  a  tendency  exists  to  a  curve 
in  the  leg  bones — and  this  is  sometimes  induced  by  the  carelessness  of 
nursery  maids  in  allowing  their  charge  to  stand  too  much  before  the  ossifi- 
cation of  the  bones  is  complete  enough  to  prevent  a  yielding  of  the  frame- 
work— means  of  relief  may  be  applied  with  more  hope  of  success.  It  is 
with  a  view  to  remedying  this  condition,  that  Dr,  Smilie's  instrument  has 
been  fabricated.  It  is  not  precisely  new  in  principle,  nor  is  this  the  first 
attempt  in  mechanical  surgery  to  meet  a  frequent  emergency;  but  the 
simplicity  and  cheapness  of  the  article,  with  the  encouragement  of  success 
that  strikes  the  mind  at  sight,  are  recommendations  of  no  common  kind. 


Traveller's  Tales. — Although  at  home  again,  readers  will  perceive, 
perhaps  with  some  surprise,  that  editorial  notes  from  abroad  are  still  in 
the  process  of  publication.  This  anomaly  is  explained  by  the  fact  that 
the  manuscript  from  abroad  had  not  all  been  put  in  type  on  our  return, 
and  what  remains  on  hand  is  now  being  used,  as  legitimately  designed, 
when  mailed  in  foreign  countries. 
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Artificial  Livibs. — Mr.  Palmer,  of  Springfield,  Ms.,  is  in  London,  with 
specimens  of  his  in^^^enuity  in  the  construction  of  artificial  legs,  vvhich  have 
received  the  marked  approbation  of  Mr.  Lavi^rence,  the  great  surgeon,  and 
others,  equally  distinguished  in  that  line,  from  the  continent.  Some  of 
his  work  in  the  world's  fair  has  quite  taken  English  and  French  artists  by 
surprise,  on  account  of  the  lightness  of  the  material,  its  strength,  and  the 
perfect  action  of  the  joints. 


Puhlic  Health  in  Boston  and  Vicinity. — From  the  uniform  testimony  of 
medical  practitioners,  the  present  is  presumed  to  be  an  unusually  healthful 
season.  If  parents  would  be  cautious,  as  the  various  fruits  come  into  mar- 
ket, to  give  their  children  only  such  as  may  be  fully  ripe,  yet  free  from  de- 
cay, no  danger  need  be  apprehended  from  a  free  use  of  them  ;  nor  will  the 
public  health  be  endangered.  Fruits  were  intended  for  food  in  the  seasons 
when  they  appear. 


Dr.  Ware^s  Resolutions  at  the  Suffolk  District  Medical  Society. — At  the 
adjourned  meeting  of  this  Society,  on  Saturday  evening  last,  the  resolu- 
tions which  were  offered  by  Dr.  John  Ware,  at  a  previous  meeting  (relating 
to  the  parent  Society,  and  which  were  published  in  our  last  number),  were 
taken  up  seriatim,  and  passed  nearly  unanimously.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  but  the  Counsellors  will  present  them  to  the  Mass.  Med.  Society  at 
their  adjourned  meeting,  in  October  next,  for  adoption;  and,  if  adopted, 
the  annual  meetings  of  this  ancient  and  respectable  Society  will  be  here- 
after of  an  entirely  different  character  from  formerly;  giving  more  time  for 
the  reading  of  medical  communications,  and  for  the  transaction  of  such 
other  business  as  may  be  useful  and  important  to  its  fellows.  We  think 
no  fellow  of  the  Society  will  object  to  the  contemplated  change,  which  is 
considered  by  many  of  the  oldest  and  respected  members  essential  to  its 
preservation  and  usefulness.  ^J."^ 


Lectures  by  Dr.  Elliott,  of  New  York. — The  following  notice  of  a 
course  of  lectures  by  Dr.  Elliott,  the  well-known  oculist,  the  particulars  of 
which  will  be  found  in  our  advertising  sheet  of  to-day,  is  from  the  New 
York  Medical  Gazette  of  July  1. 

"  It  will  be  seen  by  our  advertising  columns  that  Dr.  Elliott,  of  this  city, 
announces  a  course  of  lectures  on  ophthalmic  medicine  and  surgery,  to  be 
delivered  during  the  coming  winter,  accompanied  by  microscopic  and  other 
illustrations,  with  clinical  opportunities  for  practically  teaching  the  treat- 
ment of  diseases  of  the  eye,  whether  by  medication,  manipulation,  or 
operations. 

"  His  qualifications  in  this  department,  it  will  be  seen,  are  certified  by 
Drs.  Mott,  Pattison,  Dickson,  and  Draper,  all  of  whom  have  been,  or  are, 
Professors  in  the  University  School,  and  also  by  Dr.  Goldsmith,  formerly 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  this 
city.  Under  the  auspices  of  such  men,  Dr.  Elliott  is  now  about  to  present 
his  claims  as  a  public  teacher  to  public  and  professional  scrutiny.  His  en- 
larged experience  as  an  oculist,  and  the  popularity  he  has  acquired  as  a 
practitioner,  may  possibly  serve  the  interests  of  our  medical  colleges  by  in- 
viting students  to  this  city  ;  for  so  complete  a  course  as  Dr.  E.  promises 
upon  this  important  specialty  is  not  provided  in  any  medical  school  in  the 
country." 
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HoiD  the  Sane  manage  the  Insane. — A  correspondent  of  the  Evening- 
Transcript,  writing  from  Brattleboro',  Vt.,  thus  exposes  the  tricks  of  trade  : 

"  Dr.  Rockwell  has  upwards  of  300  patients  here  under  his  charge,  of 
whom  not  more  than  10  are  foreigners.  I  "was  struck  with  the  difference 
of  the  proportion  manifest  here,  and  in  the  Massachusetts  Asyhim  at 
Worcester,  where  more  than  half  the  patients  are  foreigners — chiefly  Irish. 
The  enigma  is  soon  explained.  As  every  town  in  Vermont  is  separately- 
charged  with  its  paupers,  care  is  taken,  when  a  foreign  insane  pauper 
makes  his  appearance,  to  send  him  forthwith  into  Massachusetts,  where 
he  soon  brings  up  in  the  Worcester  Asylum;  and  thus  Vermont  is  relieved. 
The  Catholic  priests,  also,  are  partial  to  the  Worcester  regimen,  and  are 
accustomed  to  recommend  those  troubled  with  'a  mind  diseased  '  to  make 
tracks  for  Massachusetts.    Fortunately  our  shoulders  are  broad." 


Medical  Miscellany. — An  old  woman  in  Salem,  76  years  of  age,  is  be- 
decked with  a  new  crop  of  chestnut  hair.    These  efforts  of  nature  at  a  re- 
newal of  any  part  of  the  system,  often  seem  to  induce  immediate  organic 
derangement,  and  life  is  shortened  by  it. — The  address  on  Med.  Jurispru- 
dence, before  the  Mass.  Med.  Society,  by  Dr.  Storer,  of  this  city,  reads 
well. — Assist.  Surgeon  Perrin,  U.  S.  Navy,  has  found  a  new  remedy  for 
scurvy,  the  Agava  Americana. — In  eleven  days,  recently,  not  a  death  oc- 
curred in  the  city  of  Worcester,  Ms. — Many  of  the  diseases  of  children 
are  supposed  by  the  natives  of  India  to  be  produced  by  devils  in  their  bo- 
dies, which  may  be  expelled  by  prayers  of  a  particular  character,  addressed 
to  Panchanana. — The  medical  profession  in  England  are  down  upon  life 
insurance,  and  a  pamphlet  is  out  by  an  actuary,  to  keep  the  public  well  in- 
sured.— Cholera  has  appeared  at  Fort  Leavensworth  and  Santa  Fe.    It  is 
also  spreading  along  the  Missouri  plains.    In  1850,  there  were  2,953  cases 
of  divorce  in  Hungary. — In  any  sudden  emergency,  where  an  emetic  is 
instantly  required,  as  in  a  case  of  poison  swallowing,  take  a  teaspoonful  of 
ground  mustard  in  warm  water,  which  acts  quickly  and  energetically. — A 
servant  girl,  living  in  the  family  of  a  dentist,  thrust  her  head  through*a 
glass  door,  and  cut  her  nose  entirely  off,  leaving  it  hanging  to  the  fractured 
glass.    The  dentist,  who  was  a  surgeon,  immediately  placed  the  nose  in  its 
location,  and  there  held  it  until  adhesive  plasters  were  brought.    The  ac- 
cident occurred  May  25th.    On  the  18lh  of  June,  the  nose  had  been  left 
without  any  dressing,  and  is  in  its  place,  the  scar  being  nearly  unobservable. 


To  Correspondents.— Papers  from  Dr.  Bowditch,  on  the  influence  of  tobacco  as  an  antidote 
to  arsenic,  have  been  received. 

Readers  wiil  notice  that  four  additional  pages  of  matter  are  inserted  in  the  centre  of  this  number 
of  the  Journal,  to  make  up  for  extra  space  devoted  to  advertisements. 


Died.— In  Middletown,  Ct.,  of  typhus  fever,  Dr.  John  P.  Leonard,  late  of  iJreenville,  R.  I.. 
in  the  33d  year  of  his  age. 


Deaths  in  Bastnv—fox  the  week  ending  Saturday  noon,  July  5,  G2.— I\lales,  32— females,  30. 
Accidental,  1— apoplexy,  2— disease  of  brain,  3— consumption,  13— convulsions,  1— croup,  '  1  — 
debility,  1— dysentery,  1— dropsy,  1— dropsy  of  br.iin,  3— drowned,  2— erysipelas,  1— fever,  1— 
typhus  fever.  1— typhoid  fever,  3— scarlet  fever,  ^1 — lung  fever,  2— brain  fever,  1— disease  of  heart, 
2— infantile,  G— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  2— congestion  of  lungs,  2— marasnms,  2— measles  1— 
neuralgia,  1— old  age,  1— pleurisy,  2— teething,  1— unknown,  2.  ' 

Under  5  years,  24— between  5  and  20  years.  9— between  20  and  40  years,  18— between  40 
and  60  years,  2— over  60  years,  9.    Americans,  30  ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  32. 

The  above  uicludes  5  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 
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Rhode  Island  Medical  Society. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Medical  Society  was  held  at  the  United  States  Court  Room,  Provi- 
dence, June  25th.  The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year,  viz. : 

President— Kxxdim  Allen,  M.D.,  of  Woonsocket.  First  Vice  President 
— Wm.  A.  Shaw,  M.D.,  of  North  Kingstown.  Second  Vice  President — 
Joseph  Mauran,  M.D.,  of  Providence.  Recording  Secretary — J.  W.  V. 
Ely,  M.D.,  of  Providence.  Corresponding  Secretary — Henry  E.  Turner, 
M.D.,  of  Newport.  Treasurer— Q\\dix\es  W.  Fabyan,  M.D.,  of  Provi- 
dence. Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper  for  Southern  District — Oliver  C. 
Turner,  M.D.,  of  Newport.  Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper  for  Northern 
District — Sylvanus  Clapp,  M.D.,  of  Pawtucket.  Censors — S.  Augustus 
Arnold,  M.D.,  of  Providence,  Theophilus  C.  Dunn,  M.D.,  of  Newport, 
George  H.  Church,  M.D.,  of  North  Kingstown,  Jarvis  J.  Smith,  M.D.,  of 
Chepachet,  Otis  Bullock,  M.D.,  of  V\^arren,  Joseph  W.  Fearing,  M.D., 
of  Providence,  Ezekiel  Fowler,  M.D.,  of  Woonsocket,  and  Hiram  Cleve- 
land, M.D.,  of  Pawtucket. 

Mark  Ra  nney,  M.D.,  George  P.  Baker,  M.D.,  both  of  Providence,  and 
Thomas  P.  Moore,  M.D.,  of  Warren,  were  elected  Fellows  of  the  Society. 

Worthington  Hooker,  M.D.,  of,Norwich,  Conn.,  and  John  Greene,  M.D., 
of  Worcester,  Mass.,  were  elected  honorary  members. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Fiske  Fund  announced  that  they  had  awarded  to 
Worthington  Hooker,  M.D.,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  the  premium  of  fifty  dol- 
lars, for  the  best  dissertation  on  the  subject  of  '*  Homoeopathy,  so  called, 
its  history  and  refutation." 

A  very  interesting,  instructive  and  practical  discourse  was  read  by  Ariel 
Ballou,  M.D.,  of  Woonsocket,  upon  the  Reproduction  of  Lactation. 

The  Society  was  favored  with  the  presence  of  William  Ingalls,  M.D., 
Walter  Channing,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  and  Abiel  L.  Peirson,  M.D.,  of  Salem. 
These  gentlemen  were  invited  to,  and  did  address  the  Society,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  discussions. 

Isaac  Ray,  M.D.,  of  the  Butler  Hospital,  was  appointed  Orator  for  the 
next  annual  meeting,  and  J.  W.  V.  Ely,  M.D.,  substitute. 


Chloroform  as  a  Test  for  the  detection  of  Iodine. — M.  Rabourdin  has 
made  numerous  experiments,  which  prove  that  chloroform  will  detect  very 
small  quantities  of  iodine  in  those  liquids  which  naturally  contain  that 
substance.  If  we  take  ten  parts  of  a  fluid  containing  one  hundred  thou- 
sandth part  of  iodide  of  potassium,  and  add  to  it  two  drops  of  nitric  acid, 
fifteen  or  twenty  drops  of  sulphuric  acid,  and  one  part  of  chloroform,  the 
latter  will,  by  shaking,  assume  a  distinct  purple  color.  These  facts  may 
be  of  use,  but  starch  is  doubtless  the  most  delicate  test  we  possess  for  the 
detection  of  iodine. — London  Lancet, 


Medical  Practitioners  in  Richmond,  Va. — The  number  of  practitioners 
in  Richmond  city  is  about  one  hundred,  and  as  an  impression  is  abroad 
that  there  is  "  a  fine  opening "  here,  the  immigration  is  still  going  on. 
The  population  of  the  city  is  about  thirty  thousand.  The  estimate,  then, 
is  one  physician  for  every  three  hundred  souls.  Pretty  good  this,  for  a 
city  the  bills  of  mortality  (if  any  could  be  made)  of  which  would  compare 
favorably  with  any  city  in  the  Union. — Stethoscope  and  Virginia  Medical 
Gazette. 
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SUPPOSED  INFLUENCE  OF  TOBACCO  AS  AN  ANTIDOTE  TO  ARSENIC. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

SiRj — The  first  of  the  following  communications  I  received  a  few  weeks 
since  from  Dr.  SkiUon,  of  Troy.  At  his  suggestion,  and  as  I  deemed  the 
case  an  interestino  one,  I  laid  it  before  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical 
Improvement.  Doubts  were  expressed  by  some  members  as  to  the 
fact  of  any  arsenic  having  been  taken.  These  doubts  I  communicated 
to  Dr.  S.,  with  a  request  for  further  evidence,  if  he  could  give  it,  upon 
the  point  at  issue  ;  and  I  likewise  asked  him  to  state  the  facts  in  regard 
to  other  similar  cases  to  which  he  had  drawn  the  attention  of  the  So- 
ciety in  June,  1841,  but  of  which  the  records  of  the  Society  gave  very 
imperfect  details.  Notwithstanding  Dr.  S.  considers  his  communications 
are  prolix,  I  prefer  to  send  them  to  you  exactly  as  he  WTote  them. 
The  subject,  even  as  a  mere  suggestion,  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  al- 
low  of  details  of  trivial  matters.  Yours,     Henry  I.  Bowditch. 

Boston,  July  7,  1851. 

Mrs.  P  ,  aged  about  32,  mother  of  three  children,  obtained  two 

drachms  of  arsenic  of  commerce,  of  an  apothecary.  She  took  it  all, 
mixed  with  a  viscid  fluid,  about  2,  P.  M.,  April  23,  1851.  Dr.  Bonte- 
cou  was  immediately  called.  He  arrived  in  fifteen  minutes.  Her  symp- 
toms were  extreme  thirst,  heat  at  the  stomach,  and  vomiting.  The 
stomach  contained  no  food,  as  she  had  eaten  nothing  since  breakfast,  and 
had  been  actively  employed  up  to  the  time  of  taking  the  poison.  The 
patient  rejected  all  treatment,  and  Dr.  B.  observing  her  frequent  applica- 
tions to  a  vessel  of  cold  water,  threw  into  it  a  large  dose  of  tartar  emetic, 
and  hastened  home  for  a  stomach-pump. 

During  his  absence,  at  half  past  2,  I  arrived.  The  thirst  and  heat  at 
the  stomach  were  increasing,  with  pain  and  constriction  at  the  upper 
part  of  the  oesophagus,  pain  at  the  epigastrium,  with  violent  cramps  at 
the  stomach,  of  a  peculiar  kind.  Vomiting  frequent.  The  practice 
already  commenced  was  intended  to  embrace,  in  addition  to  the  emetic 
course,  whites  of  eggs,  mucilage,  afterwards  anodynes,  then  laxatives, 
and,  if  necessary,  tke  stomach-pump  as  an  auxiliary,  with  whatever  other 
treatment  might  seem  called  for.  Having  hastily  prepared  an  infusion 
of  tobacco,  1  proposed  it  as  a  main  reliance.  It  was  adopted,  without, 
however,  omitting  albumen  and  mucilage  of  elm.  The  matters  rejected 
24 
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by  the  frequent  vomiting  appeared  to  be  a  mixture  of  the  above-mention- 
ed articles,  bearing  quantities  of  a  white  powder  believed  to  be  the 
arsenic. 

The  demands  of  our  patient  for  cold  water  were  incessant  and  urgent. 
She  drank  often  of  it,  and  vomited  frequently.  The  dread  of  the  sto- 
mach pump,  and  the  promise  of  cold  water,  induced  her  to  drink  largely 
of  the  tobacco  infusion.  She  drank,  probably,  three  pints  before  6 
o'clock,  the  hour  of  my  second  visit.  Up  to  that  point  of  time,  the 
cramps  were  increasing  in  violence,  but  the  skin  and  tongue  were  natural, 
as*  was  the  pulse. 

6,  P.  M. — There  was  no  prostration  ;  she  vomited  less  often  ;  great 
tenderness  at  the  epigastrium  ;  headache.  The  other  symptoms  remained 
with  little  change.  Treatment — mucilage,  cold  water,  and  a  strong  in- 
fusion of  the  tobacco,  a  tablespoonful  every  half  hour. 

8,  P.  M. — The  tenderness  at  the  epigastrium,  with  the  heat  and 
thirst,  not  on  the  increase.  She  vomits  only  from  the  attempt  to  swal- 
low the  nauseous  infusion.  The  cramps  a  little  less  severe ;  the  pulse 
natural  ;  headache ;  drowsy  and  chilly  by  turns.  At  other  times  she 
"felt  first  rate."  Dr.  Clapp,  the  family  physician,  saw  her  with  us,  and 
urged  us  to  a  continuance  of  the  same  course.  Give  a  teaspoonful 
of  strong  tobacco  infusion  every  half  hour.  Sinapisms,  which  had  pre- 
viously been  used,  were  renewed. 

10.},  P.  M. — Dr.  C.  again  met  us,  as  also  Dr.  Brinsmade.  Pulse 
still  natural ;  tongue  slightly  swollen,  not  red.  All  the  symptoms  con- 
tinue, though  much  abated  in  violence.  She  sometimes  expresses  her- 
self better.  The  headache,  however,  supposed  to  be  the  effect  of  the 
tobacco,  is  no  better. 

The  danger  appears  to  be  past,  and  all  the  physicians  express  full 
confidence  in  the  tobacco  as  the  important  agent  in  her  relief.  Hith- 
erto laxatives  were  avoided,  with  the  intent  of  combating  the  poison 
chiefly  in  the  stomach,  without  urging  it  over  any  other  portion  of  the 
mucous  membrane.  Continue  the  same  treatment,  giving  a  teaspoonful 
of  the  infus.  tabac,  once  in  one  half  or  three  fourths  of  an  hour,  mixed 
with  mucilage,  because  the  taste  seemed  to  induce  vomiting.  As  the 
modus  operandi  of  the  remedy  was  far  from  being  settled  in  our  minds, 
it  was  deemed  prudent  to  continue  it  longer,  that  it  might  ward  off 
rigidity  and  paralysis,  if  it  should  prove  to  possess  any  such  power. 

April  24th,  8,  A.  M. — The  patient  had  slept  from  2  till  6  o'clock. 
Feels  comfortable,  though  there  is  considerable  soreness  at  the  epigas- 
trium felt  on  pressure.  Complains  of  headache  and  drowsiness  on  being 
questioned  ;  no  vomiting  ;  the  pulse  natural  ;  the  tongue  slightly  swollen, 
and  a  little  reddened  ;  the  thirst  and  heat  in  the  oesophagus  and  at  the 
stomach  nearly  gone.  Has  had  two  dark  stools — the  first  chiefly  solid, 
and  with  no  peculiar  sensations  ;  the  second  thinner,  flocculent,  greenish, 
and  occasioning  smarting  at  the  anus.  Give  a  dose  of  castor  oil,  and 
repeat  the  infusion  once  an  hour ;  it  had  been  discontinued  since  she  fell 
asleep. 

2,  P.  M. — Very  little  uneasiness  at  the  stomach.    The  heat,  thirst 
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and  stomach  tenderness  not  all  gone.  No  vomiting;  pulse  natural. 
Has  had  three  or  four  stools,  greenish  and  producing  smarting.  Gave 
the  small  dose  of  the  infusion  once  in  three  hours. 

7,  P.  M. — Feels  almost  well ;  has  appetite  ;  calls  for  cracker  panado, 
which  is  allowed. 

25th,  12,  M. — Feels  well.    Took  some  rare-boiled  eggs. 

26th,  11,  A.  M. — Feels  quite  well,  and  is  actively  employed  at 
hard  work. 

In  this  case  we  note,  the  arsenic  taken  on  an  empty  stomach,  produc- 
ing the  usual  severe  symptoms,  which  lasted  for  several  hours  ;  the 
striking  character  of  these  symptoms,  wanting,  however,  in  regard  to  the 
effects  on  the  pulse,  both  primary  and  secondary,  as  nothing  was  observa- 
ble in  it  that  indicated  inflammation.  During  the  same  period  we  note, 
the  large  quantity  of  the  narcotic  poison  administered  without  prostra- 
tion. It  is  doubtful,  even,  whether  the  tobacco  aided  in  producing 
emesis,  except  from  its  disagreeable  influence  on  the  fauces  and  other 
ort^ans  of  taste.  We  note,  the  smarting  produced  by  faecation.  Most 
of  all,  we  are  to  regard  the  rapid  recovery.  In  twertty-nine  hours,  ap- 
petite returned  ;  in  forty-six  hours,  she  took  boiled  eggs  ;  in  sixty-four 
hours,  she  resumed  her  usual  labor  in  health. 

"^rhe  discussions  on  this  case,  which  took  place  at  a  late  meeting  of  the 
Troy  Medical  Association,  have  led  me  to  adopt  the  following  theory  of 
the  modus  operandi  of  tobacco  as  an  antidote  to  arsenic.  And  that  it 
is  a  sufficient,  an  effectual  antidote,  I  have  become  satisfied.  Arsenic 
kills  by  first  exciting  inflammation  of  the  stomach  ;  at  least  so  it  is  in  all 
cases  where  it  is  introduced  into  that  viscus.  Tobacco,  a  powerful,  seda- 
tive narcotic,  probably  acts  by  benumbing  the  nerves  of  the  stomach, 
and  thence  preventing  or  curing  inflammation  of  the  mucous  coat  of 
the  organ. 

It  may  be  further  inferred  that  the  abundant  secretions  of  the  mucous 
membranes,  excited  by  the  narcotic,  tend  to  prevent  the  absorption  of  the 
mineral  poison.  A.  J.  Skilton. 

P.  S. — We  used  two  ounces  of  tobacco  in  making  the  infusion  ;  of  the 
last  ounce,  one  third  of  the  infusion  may  have  been  left  unused. 

[The  following  is  the  second  communication  received  from  Dr.  S., 
and  it  was  written,  as  I  have  stated,  in  consequence  of  doubts  having 
been  expressed  whether  it  was  that  possible  Mrs.  P.  could  have  taken  the 
amount  of  arsenic  stated  by  Dr.  S.  (viz.,  3ij.)  and  have  lived.] 

Troy,  N.  Y.,  June  14,  18ol. 
Dear  Doctor, — I  was  gratified  by  the  receipt  of  a  line  from  you, 
dated  the  11th  inst.,  and  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  brevity  of  my  com- 
munication on  the  poisoning  case,  was  one  of  its  faults.  I  believe  I 
stated  positively  that  Mrs.  P.  took  5  ij.  of  arsenic  of  commerce.  I  did 
so,  because,  under  circumstances  of  the  kind,  it  would  be  exceedingly 
difficult  to  strengthen  the  belief  in  the  verity  of  the  case,  in  the  minds 
of  the  medical  men  who  saw  her  and  noticed  the  case,  by  any  corrobo- 
rative or  accumulative  testimony. 
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The  first  knowledge  which  I  had  of  the  use  of  tobacco  for  poison  (or 
the  first  hint,  1  might  say)  was  derived  from  noticing  it  as  denoniinated 
an  alexiphannic  in  the  antiquated  and  unpurged  pharmaceutical  works 
of  centuries  past — this  term,  in  those  w^orks,  being  accompanied  with 
some  descriptive  statements.  The  works  themselves  must  now  be  con* 
sidered  of  too  little  value  to  be  referred  to  by  name,  unless  on  antiquarian 
grounds. 

2d.  Miss  E.,  now  the  principal  of  the  Troy  Orphan  Asylum  (a  post 
she  has  occupied  little  less  than  twenty  years)  described  to  me  her  own 
case  of  poisoning  by  arsenic  (by  accident),  and  the  happy  mistake  of 
her  being  led  to  swallow  an  infusion  of  tobacco,  which  suddenly  cured 
her.  Miss  E.  is  one  of  the  most  intellii{ent  ladies  of  our  at^e,  and  her 
respectable  character  would  conspire  to  render  the  details  of  her  own 
case  of  equal  value  with  similar  details  from  the  pen  of  any  well-edu- 
cated physician. 

3d.  A  lady  in  a  town  in  New  England,  adjoining  the  one  in  which 
Miss  E.  then  resided,  also  took  arsenic  by  mistake,  and  the  tobacco  being 
relied  on  in  the  case,  the  cure  was  so  sudden  as  to  make  the  case  equally 
wonderful  with  the  previous  one.  Both  of  these  cases  were  stated  in  a 
No.  of  Silliman's  Journal,  some  two  to  four  years  previous  to  1338,  by  a 
clergyman  who  resided  near  them.  The  statements  were  copied,  years 
later,  into  other  more  ephemeral  periodicals. 

4th.  Sept.  4,  1838. — Child  of  John  Center,  negro,  aged  about  4  or  6 
years,  fond  of  eating  gravel,  loam,  plaster  from  the  walls,  &;c.,  took  a 
quantity,  how  much  cannot  be  told,  of  arsenic  mixed  with  old  buckwheat 
flour.  It  was  prepared  to  kill  rats,  and  laid  in  a  closet  in  a  wooden  or 
other  dish,  to  which  the  child  got  access  while  the  mother  was  out  at 
work.  The  child  said  it  had  swallowed  of  it ;  its  mouth  was  full  of  it, 
and  hands  also,  and  it  was  found  greedily  devouring  the  mixture.  1 
was  called  to  see  the  child  between  5  and  6,  P.  M.  I  found  it  suffer- 
ing great  distress,  with  short  moans — thirst,  heat  and  tumefaction  of  the 
abdomen,  some  spasmodic  action  of  the  intestines  and  abdominal  muscles. 
I  returned  home,  a  distance  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  to  examine 
the  cases  in  Silliman's  Journal,  above  referred  to,  and  then  hastened  to 
prepare  the  infusion  of  tobacco.  I  poured  a  gill  of  boiling  water  on 
about  one  third  of  an  ounce  of  cut  tobacco,  steeped  it  twenty  minutes, 
but  commenced  to  use  out  of  it  in  three  or  four  minutes,  giving  at  short 
intervals,  say  five  minutes,  a  dessert  spoonful  of  the  tea.  Nearly  all  the 
gill  was  given.  Confidence  in  the  drug  was  strong  ;  still  I  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  give  half  a  drachm  of  ipecac,  in  the  tea.  Slight  vomiting  was 
induced,  and  the  buckwheat  batter  was  thrown  up.  My  note  of  the 
case  was  of  slight  importance,  except  as  regards  th'e  time.  I  think  I 
stated  to  the  Society  in  Boston  that  at  breakfast  time,  next  day,  the 
child  ate  a  rusk  (biscuit).  This  was  probably  accurately  stated,  but  E 
now  find  that  I  made  a  minute  in  my  account  book,  of  a  visit  to  that 
family  on  the  fifth  and  also  on  the  6th  September.  The  most  striking 
fact  which  I  noticed  was,  that  the  pain,  and  also  the  distension  of  the 
abdomen,  abated  before  any  emesis  took  place.  To  recapitulate,  the 
child  was  previously  in  good  health — took  the  flour  and  arsenic,  was 


Tobacco  as  an  Antidote  to  Arsenic. 


473 


soon  in  great  pain.  The  otlier  symptoms  of  the  poison  by  arsenic  oc- 
curred, except  vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  Relief  soon  followed  the  use 
of  the  tobacco  infusion.  I  have  no  recollection  of  attending  the  child 
on  the  following  two  days,  but  presume  that  I  should  not  have  failed 
to  call  and  notice  its  condition.  No  symptom  of  interest  could  have 
occurred  on  those  days,  save  the  singular  recovery  of  the  child. 

May  25th,  1839, 1  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  M.,  who  took  arsenic  mixed 
with  flour  or  meal  three  or  four  days  before.  She  did  it  for  self-destruc- 
tion. The  quantity  is  unknown.  I  was  called  upon  in  her  case  at  the 
first,  but  not  being  at  my  office,  she  remained  in  the  hands  of  another 
physician  the  term  of  time  above  stated.  He  used  merely  evacuants 
and  demulcents.  I  attended  her  till  the .  9th  of  October  following. 
Eventually  rigidity  and  paralysis  came  on,  and  it  was  some  two  years 
before  she  could  hold  and  use  the  needle.  Nothing  in  this  case  occur- 
red of  interest  regarding  tobacco,  except  that  I  gave  the  infusion  at 
short  intervals,  in  moderate  doses,  for  some  three  days  from  May  25. 
She  always  afterwards  represented  that  she  experienced  marked  relief 
from  the  tobacco. 

In  two  other  cases  I  gave  the  tobacco  infusion.  In  neither  case  was 
it  certain  that  arsenic  in  a  dangerous  quantity  had  been  taken.  In  one 
of  them  the  individual  stated  that  she  had  taken  a  large  dose  of  it,  and 
hence,  as  a  measure  of  prudence,  [  gave  the  infusion  somewhat  liberally. 
No  dangerous  symptoms  took  place  from  any  cause. 

In  the  other  of  the  two  cases,  about  three  fourths  of  a  grain  was  be- 
lieved to  have  been  swallowed,  having  been  used  in  a  hollow  tooth.  I 
preferred  a  moderate  dose  of  tobacco  infusion,  to  an  emetic,  in  this  lady's 
case,  for  special  reasons.  She  suffered  much  from  the  headache  for 
twenty-four  hours,  as  did  Mrs.  P.  in  the  recent  case,  doubtless  from  the 
tobacco. 

It  may  now  be  inquired  whether  I  use  tobacco  myself.  I  answer  in 
the  nef!;ative.  But  1  know  something  of  the  effects  of  arsenic  on  the 
stomach,  by  personal  experience.  It  was  given  me  by  accident,  at  the 
close  of  typhoid  fever,  in  the  dose  of  a  teaspoonful  of  Fowler's  solution. 
The  spasm  and  the  vomiting  in  the  case  first  mentioned  called  forci- 
bly to  my  mind  the  terrible  action  of  that  small  dose  of  this  active 
mineral. 

Of  Mrs.  P.  (the  patient  whose  case  is  detailed  in  the  first  letter)  I 
would  state  that  she  is  not  a  person  addicted  to  stratagem — is  not  crafty. 
She  is  of  an  irritable  and  violent  temper,  abusing,  with  the  greatest 
freedom,  a  friendly  neighbor,  an  unoffending  child,  or  an  amiable  and 
kind  husband.  Further  still  from  the  manifestation  of  cunning  or  con- 
cealment, she  will,  when  under  the  influence  of  even  a  small  dose  of  any- 
stimulating  liquor,  exercise  the  same  temper  without  reserve,  and  with 
increased  boldness.  The  occurrence  of  indications  of  increase  in  the 
number  of  her  family  charge,  invariably  occasions  manifestations  of  great 
rage.  On  some  such  topic,  a  domestic  ferment  took  place  on  the  23d 
April.  She  was  throwing  out  threats,  among  which  that  of  self-destruc- 
tion was  overheard  by  more  than  one  person.  On  the  above-mentioned 
day,  she  sent  her  daughter  to  the  child's  aunt  for  the  loan  of  a  few 
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cents.  Having  obtained  them,  she  immediately  sent  the  child  (about 
10  years  of  age)  to  a  druggist's  near  by,  whose  clerk  sold  her  3  ij.  of 
arsenic.  This  she  carried  to  her  mother,  who  had  water  warming  on 
the  stove,  preparing  to  mix  up  the  powder.  At  this  juncture  a  Miss  T., 
who,  with  her  sister  Margaret,  was  often  in  at  the  patient's  house,  ran 
into  an  adjacent  room,  saying  that  Mrs.  P.  was  about  to  take  some  poi- 
son. She  was  in  the  next  minute  followed  by  Margaret,  screaming  out 
that  she  had  actually  taken  the  poison. 

The  statement  given  in  the  first  two  hours  after  it  was  taken,  was, 
that  her  daughter  begged  her  mother  not  to  take  the  "  poison,"  and  was 
joined  in  the  effort  to  persuade  her  by  Margaret,  who,  finding  her  efforts 
likely  to  fail,  seized  her  arm;  that  Mrs.  P.  pushed  her  away  with  one 
hand,  while  with  the  other  she  conveyed  the  poison,  which  was  in  a  cup, 
to  her  lips,  and  swallowed  it.  Both  Margaret  and  the  little  girl  scream- 
ed— crying  out,  "  why  could  you,  mother?"  he,  and  ran  out,  notifying 
the  neighbors,  relatives  and  the  husband,  and  calling  for  physicians  in 
various  directions.  The  unfortunate  woman  declined  all  treatment  ;  but 
at  a  later  period  (as  I  am  reminded  by  Dr.  Bontecou,  to  whose  notice 
these  papers  are  committed)  she  seemed  excited  by  pain  and  fear,  and 
even  affection  for  her  little  ones,  and  by  that  means,  as  well  as  others, 
already  referred  to,  she  was  induced  to  struggle  to  escape  the  impending 
fate  and  to  obtain  relief.  Hence  she  swallowed  with  some  readiness  the 
nauseous  doses  given  her. 

She  adtnits  to  her  husband  that  she  really  did  take  the  arsenic,  though 
to  others  she,  apparently  under  the  influence  of  shame  and  to  avoid  re- 
marks, denies  the  fact.  Her  husband  has  no  doubt  that  she  did  take 
the  poison.  I  should  state  that  the  druggist  carefully  labelled  the  pack- 
age, "arsenic,"  "poison,"  according  to  law.  The  labelled  paper  I 
saw,  as  did  others,  when  it  was  picked  up  from  the  floor. 

There  was  no  suspicion,  irregularity,  or  unnatural  absence  of  corres- 
pondence in  the  detail  of  events,  and  the  progress  of  symptoms  in  the 
case.  Yours  truly,  Avery  J.  Skilton. 


OVAUIOTOMY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  subject  of  the  following  notice  was  about  45  years  of  age, 
and  had  ever,  until  recently,  enjoyed  good  health.  Several  yeafs  since, 
a  tumor  appeared  in  the  lower  region  of  the  abdomen,  which  gradually 
increased  in  size  until  this  cavity  was  completely  filled  by  it.  So  exces- 
sive was  the  dilatation  at  my  first  interview  with  the  patient,  I  could 
detect  no  distinct  tumor  ;  and  for  the  double  purpose  of  investigation 
and  of  relieving  the  patient  of  a  distressing  burden,  thirty-seven  pounds 
of  turbid  serum  were  withdrawn — without,  however,  revealing  a  tumor  or 
cyst ;  its  collapsed  body  had  descended  into  the  pelvic  cavity.  Further 
explorations  were  postponed  for  a  space  of  twenty-three  days,  when 
the  distended  tumor  was  again  rapidly  rising  into  the  abdomen.  Its  su- 
perior outline  was  well  defined,  forming  an  arc  which  was  surmounted 
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by  two  small  globular  bodies,  and  it  acquired  its  subsequent  develop- 
ment with  great  activity.  No  doubt  could  now  be  entertained  that  the 
dropsy  was  encysted,  and  the  practical  consideration  of  the  case  in- 
volved the  propriety  of  extirpation  of  the  cyst.  It  was  beyond  all 
question  certain  that  the  patient's  life  would  be  terminated  by  the  disease 
at  no  distant  period,  and  it  was  also  considered  that  as  far  as  her  phy- 
siological condition  was  concerned,  there  was  reasonable  expectation  of 
recovery  from  an  operation.  These  opinions  resulted  from  careful  exa- 
minations ;  and  as  the  patient  was  solicitous  to  take  the  issue  of  an  ope- 
ration, it  was  performed. 

The  integuments  were  divided,  the  serous  contents  of  the  sac  dis- 
charged, and  the  abdomen  opened  by  an  incision  twelve  inches  in  length, 
which  freely  exposed  the  mass  of  the  collapsed  tumor.  It  was  without 
adhesion,  and  was  attached  to  the  ovarium  and  broad  uterine  ligament 
by  a  short  pedicle,  which  was  secured  by  a  double  ligature  and  divided. 
The  abdominal  incision  was  then  carefully  closed.  The  operation  pre- 
sented no  difficulties,  the  respiration  and  circulation  were  unembarrassed, 
and  when  the  patient  awoke  from  her  induced  slumber,  she  expressed 
her  gratification  that  the  operation  was,  as  in  all  respects  it  seemed  to 
be,  auspiciously  concluded. 

Aside  from  the  tumor,  the  pathological  condition  of  some  of  the  internal 
viscera  was  unpromising.  As  it  was  possible  to  excise  the  cyst  without 
displacing  the  uterus,  this  organ  was  not  seen,  but  some  apprehension  was 
caused  by  seeing  that  the  intestines  were  in  a  state  of  congestion,  which 
was  hoped  to  be  due  to  protracted  pressure,  but  which  was  unquestiona- 
bly the  remote  cause  of  death.  Tiie  tumor  was  an  immense  unilocular 
cyst,  bearing  upon  its  walls  the  protuberances  already  alluded  to.  The 
walls  of  the  cyst  were  thin,  dense,  and  of  a  white  glistening  appear- 
ance. So  slight  was  the  mass  of  this  singular  tumor,  a  quart  cup  would 
contain  it ;  yet  when  distended,  its  dimensions  were  enormous.  Union 
of  the  wound  was  accomplished  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  day,  and  for  several 
days  more  the  prospect  of  recovery  was  encouraging.  There  had  been 
slight  manifestations  of  intestinal  inflammation,  which  appeared  to  sub- 
side favorably,  but  vomiting  and  constipation,  too  obstinate  to  be  over- 
come, occurred,  and  the  patient  sank  on  the  twelfth  day  from  the  ope- 
ration. An  inspection,  after  death,  revealed  a  gangrenous  condition  of 
the  intestines  and  parts  adjacent  to  the  pedicle. 

I  was  associated  with  Dr.  Brooks,  of  South  Hadley,  in  this  interest- 
ing case,  which  received  from  him  his  assiduous  attentions. 

I  will  take  this  occasion  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  usual  method 
of  securing  the  arterial  vessels  of  the  pedicle,  is  not  very  creditable  to 
science,  however  necessary  it  may  be  thought  to  be  for  the  safety  of 
life.  The  irritation  caused  by  ligature  upon  large  masses,  by  contact 
with  peritoneal  surfaces,  and  especially  by  maintaining  an  aperture  for 
the  admission  of  air  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  must  be  a  very  serious 
obstacle  to  recovery.  In  the  present  case,  I  regretted  that  I  allowed 
the  ligature  to  remain,  for  without  the  least  difficulty  the  open  mouth  of 
every  vessel  was  seen  and  tied  separately  before  closing  the  abdominal 
incision.    I  think  the  chances  of  recovery  would  be  essentially  enhanced 
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by  dispensing  altogether  with  this  clumsy  contrivance  after  the  vessels 
are  individually  secured  by  a  close-cut  ligature. 

Respectfully  yours,       James  Deane. 

Greenfield,  July  4,  1851. 


EXCESSIVE    MEDICATION   INDUCED    BY    THE    USE  OF  NOSTRUMS. 

FROM  THE  PRIZE  DISSERTATION  OF    DR.  J.   G.   SEWALL,  OF   NEW  YORK. 

Among  the  most  prominent  of  the  pernicious  influences  of  nostrums,  is 
the  habit  of  medication  they  foster.  Works  upon  family  medicine,  it  is 
well  known,  through  the  effects  they  create  upon  the  imaginations  of  pa- 
rents, afford  the  dispensers  of  drugs  by  no  means  the  smallest  share  of 
their  gains.  The  child  is  ailing,  perhaps,  from  over  feeding,  or  from 
some  trifling  disorder,  needing  merely  abstinence  and  a  little  care  for  its 
restoration.  The  medical  guide-book  is  at  once  consulted  by  the  anxious 
mother,  who,  in  the  array  of  symptoms  presented  as  incident  to  the 
affections  of  childhood,  fancies  she  traces  the  very  case  of  her  offspring, 
and  an  invincible  feeling  prompts  her  to  resort  to  the  alleged  means 
of  cure.  It  is  astonishing  how  far  the  imagination  may  carry  us  in 
this  respect.  I  venture  to  say  there  never  was  a  medical  student, 
who,  in  the  first  year  of  his  pupilage,  did  not  fancy  himself  afflicted, 
and  that,  too,  grievously,  with  every  malady  that  came  to  his  notice, 
whether  in  books  or  at  the  bed-side.  I  never  shall  forget,  in  my  student 
life,  giving  every  innocent  man  whom  I  met  with  an  axe  on  his  shoulder, 
a  wide  berth.  I  had  been  reading  that  day  of  surgical  accidents.  So  it 
is  with  nostrums.  Their  introduction  to  the  public  is  in  most  cases  a 
popular  treatise  on  diseases,  a  family  medical  guide,  where  the  ills  of 
humanity  are  glowingly  portrayed,  and  their  ready  submission  to  the 
nostrum  in  question  vividly  illustrated.  By  arresting  the  attention,  they 
arouse  the  imagination  of  the  reader,  till  he  feels  himself  an  invalid  with  a 
strong  impulse  to  resort  to  the  proposed  relief.  Many  diseases  are  thus 
produced,  while  others  are  increased  and  perpetuated,  the  attention  being 
directed  to  the  disordered  part ;  while  employment,  which  diverts  the  at- 
tention from  disease,  often  cures  it.  It  has  been  well  .said,  that  "  atten- 
tion to  any  part  of  the  body  is  capable  of  exalting  the  sensibility  of  that 
part,  or  causing  the  consciousness  concerning  its  state  to  be  affected  in  a 
new  manner.  Thus  a  man  may  attend  to  his  stomach,  till  he  feels  the 
process  of  digestion  ;  to  his  heart,  till  conscious  of  its  contractions  ;  to 
his  brain,  till  he  turns  dizzy  with  a  sense  of  action  within  it  ;  to  any  of 
his  limbs,  till  they  tingle ;  to  himself,  till  tremblingly  alive  all  over ;  and 
to  his  ideas,  till  he  confound  them  with  realities.'^ 

Imaginary  diseases,  those  which  are  by  far  the  most  difficult  to  man- 
age, and  which  often  produce  more  unhappy  consequences  than  real 
ones,  are  thus  induced.  The  appetite  grows  by  what  it  feeds  upon. 
When  one  nostrum  fails,  another  is  resorted  to  ;  and  numbers  are  thus 
successively  consumed,  till  the  individual  who,  at  the  outset,  may  have 
had  no  disease  at  all,  or  at  the  best  some  trifling  one,  becomes  a  confirm- 
ed invalid,  weak  in  body,  and  weak  in  mind. 
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This  habit  of  medication  has  further  one  most  serious  difficulty  con- 
nected with  it,  well  known  to  the  experienced  practitioner,  and  most  care- 
fully guarded  against  by  him,  which  the  public  should  well  understand. 
It  is  that  the  effect  of  medicines,  the  safest  as  well  as  the  most  danger- 
ous, when  often  taken,  is  to  continually  become  more  and  more  inopera- 
tive. The  system,  through  its  physiological  laws,  becomes  itself  habi- 
tuated to  their  reception  as  well  as  the  patient  to  their  procuring,  so  that 
a  dose  which  to-day  would  answer  all  the  purposes  re(iuired  of  it,  a 
fortnight  hence  would  prove  entirely  ineffectual  unless  it  were  doubled 
and  trebled.  The  dealers  in  nostrums  have  ingeniously  availed  them- 
selves of  this  principle,  and  are  constantly  urging  upon  their  patrons,  as 
a  reason  for  any  inefiicacy  of  their  compounds,  the  want  of  a  sufficiently 
large  potion,  a  reason  felt  to  be  most  plausible  by  the  consumer,  through 
the  demands  of  a  disordered  fancy,  especially  as  he  is  told  that  the  in- 
gredients are  harmless.  It  is  on  this  account  that,  in  these  days,  many  of 
the  most  noted  secret  remedies  are  launched  upon  the  public  in  half- 
gallon  bottles,  that  compounder  receiving  the  most  applause  who  will 
give  the  most  medicine  for  a  shilling,  as  if  those  who  imbibed  the  most 
were  the  soonest  to  be  reinstated  in  health. 

The  injurious  effects  of  nostrums  in  fostering  disease,  and  encouraging 
undue  medication,  is  especially  evident  during  the  prevalence  of  epi- 
demics. Both  in  their  use  and  in  the  manner  of  their  diffusion,  they  in- 
terfere with  and  essentially  contract  those  sanitary  arrangements  which, 
at  such  tiines,  are  established  for  the  good  of  the  public.  Abundant  op- 
portunity for  testing  this  was  presented  within  the  last  year,  while  the 
Asiatic  cholera  was  rife  in  our  principal  cities.  I  am  abundantly  sus- 
tained, by  those  most  conversant  with  this  scourge,  in  the  statement 
that  one  large  element  in  determining  its  attack  in  individual  cases,  and 
powerfully  conducing  to  its  fatality  generally,  was  that  of  fear  operating 
upon  an  imagination  excited  by  the  perusal  of  inflammatory  notices 
accompanying  nostrums  universally  paraded  as  preventives.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter fully  established,  that  in  numerous  cases  of  those  predisposed  to  this 
disease,  the  use  of  such  nostrums  was  the  direct  source  of  its  manifesta- 
tions. So  far  was  this  drugging  mania  carried,  that  I  knew  directly  of 
two  cases  of  slight  general  indisposition,  and  indirectly  of  many  more, 
where  a  certain  secret  remedy,  made  to  bear  the  double  duty  of  a  lini- 
ment for  horses,  and  a  cholera  preventive  for  men,  was  freely  partaken 
of.  I  do  not  now,  however,  refer  so  much  to  the  direct  uses  of  these 
nostrums,  as  to  the  pernicious  influences  brought  to  bear  by  unprinci- 
pled men,  at  such  times,  upon  communities  through  their  stimulating 
fears  of  exaggerating  dangers  already  sufficiently  appalling ;  by  excited 
appeals  to  the  public,  setting  forth,  with  all  the  powers  of  rhetoric 
and  logic,  that  in  their  remedy  lies  the  only  avenue  of  safety.  If  our 
boards  of  health  could  take  efficient  measures  to  suppress  the  interested 
publications  of  venders  of  nostrums,  circulated  assiduously  among  all 
families  in  the  season  of  epidemics,  and  calculated  to  arouse  a  universal 
panic,  they  would,  without  doubt,  effect  as  much  benefit,  as  in  restraining 
other,  perhaps  more  palpable,  but  not  a  whit  more  injurious  nuisances. 
Transactions  of  the  Med.  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
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TREATMENT  OF  ASPHYXIA  FROM  DROWNING  AND  HANGING. 

FROM  DR.   D.  H.  STORER's  ADDRESS  BEFORE  THE  MASS.   MED.  SOCIETY. 

How  little  understood,  among  many  of  the  well-educated  and  intelli- 
gent in  our  community,  is  the  treatment  for  the  restoration  of  the  drown- 
ed !  How  many  lives  must  have  been  sacrificed  by  the  barbarous  cus- 
tom of  suspending  the  asphyxied  by  the  feet,  or  rudely  rolling  them  upon 
barrels  with  the  head  dependent,  for  the  purpose  of  freeing  the  lungs  of 
the  water  with  which  they  were  supposed  to  be  filled  ! — a  custom  which, 
within  a  few  years,  has  fallen  under  my  immediate  observation. 

How  many,  apparently  dead,  have  been  restored  to  their  afflicted 
friends  by  means  of  long-continued,  scientific  efforts ;  by  having  their 
bodies  carefully  dried,  and  exposed  to  a  moderate  temperature — their 
heads  and  shoulders  elevated — their  lungs  artificially  inflated  ;  by  the 
exhibition  of  external  and  internal  stimulants,  and  judicious  venesection  ! 

How  many  have  thus  been  resuscitated,  after  all  human  means  seem- 
ed unavailing — long  after  the  by-standers  have  ceased  their  efforts,  and 
none,  save  the  almost  frantic  parent  or  child,  have  in  silent  prayer  con- 
tinued their  exertions  !  Numeroils  cases  might  be  cited  to  show  that 
life  has  been  re-called  after  a  body  has  been  immersed  for  a  very  long 
period.  These  instances  should  cheer  the  desponding,  and  encourage 
them  to  labor  while  there  seems  the  slightest  possibility  of  restoration. 
Allow  me  to  illustrate  this  remark  with  a  single  example,  which  was 
published  during  the  last  year  in  the  "  Northern  Lancet  and  Gazette 
of  Legal  Medicine."  It  was  communicated  by  Charles  McNeil,  Esq., 
of  Charlotte,  Vt.,  and  is  the  touching  story  of  a  grateful  father.  "  One 
of  my  sons,  9  or  10  years  of  age,  was  on  Sunday  afternoon,  in  August^ 
1830,  found  to  be  missing.  On  inquiry,  I  ascertained  that  he  had  last 
been  seen  playing  on  a  boat  lying  at  the  wharf.  The  day  was  calm, 
and  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain  still  and  unruffled  by  a  ripple  ;  but, 
knowing  that  he  had  been  on  tlie  boat,  his  brother  was  sent  to  search 
for  him,  but  he  returned  without  any  tidings.  Once  more  he  returned 
to  the  boat,  and,  looking  carefully  in  every  direction,  discovered  him  ly- 
ing on  the  bottom  of  the  lake  in  eight  feet  of  water,  where  he  must 
have  lain  half  an  hour,  if  not  longer,  when  he  was  brought  to  the  sur- 
face. I  received  the  body  :  it  was  rigid  and  cold,  as  also  were  the  limbs ; 
a  bluish  cast  was  spread  over  the  countenance  ;  the  deep  solicitude  of  a 
father  discovered  no  signs  of  life — no  heat  ;  the  heart  was  stilled,  and 
the  lungs  quiescent.  No  more  would  1  have  anticipated  the  presence 
of  life,  if  he  had  been  submerged  lor  several  years  ;  and  had  \  not, 
some  days  previous  to  the  accident,  providentially  read  in  an  old  paper 
an  article  by  Dr.  Buchanan,  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  subject  of  restoring 
suspended  animation  after  submersion,  we  should  have  consigned  the 
body  to  the  grave,  as  it  was  recovered  from  the  lake.  The  body  being 
placed  on  a  bed,  some  of  the  neighbors  were  directed  to  rub  it  briskly 
with  flannel  cloths — an  order  which  they  obeyed  with  great  reluctance, 
from  the  thought  of  performing  this  office  on  a  corpse  ;  and  1  will  ad- 
mit that  I  somewhat  entertained  the  same  opinion.  Still,  I  would  fain 
hope,  and  urged  on  my  friends  the  continuance  of  their  exertions  ;  the 
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friction  was  persevered  in  ;  warm  flannel  sheets  were  applied  in  rapid 
succession.  This  treatment  was  continued  for  thirty  or  forty  minutes, 
when  we  were  gratified  by  hearing  a  feeble  murmur  in  the  throat,  follow- 
ed soon  after  by  a  slight  quivering  of  the  lips.  The  case,  however,  was 
enveloped  in  doubt  and  obscurity  for  a  long  time,  as  the  recovery  was 
extremely  slow." 

The  above  remarks  might,  with  equal  propriety,  be  applied  to  the  sub- 
ject of  hanging.  Many  judicious  general  practitioners  entertain  the  most 
vague  and  unsatisfactory  notions  regarding  its  phenomena.  They  not 
only  are  unacquainted  with  the  several  appearances  produced  in  indi- 
vidual cases  of  suspension,  but  they  really  are  not  aware  how  death  is 
produced  ;  and,  cerebral  apoplexy  not  unfrequently  being  considered  the 
cause,  copious  depletion,  employed  instead  of  artificial  respiration,  checks 
the  vital  current  forever. 


CASE  OF  STRICTURE  OF  THE  URETHRA. 

BY  JAMES  F.   CRUIKSHANK,  M.D,,   DALMELLINGTON,  AYRSHIRE,  SCOTLAND. 

The  recent  introduction,  by  Mr.  Syme,  of  a  mediod  of  treating  stric- 
ture of  the  urethra  by  incision,  has  brought  within  the  range  of  surgical 
relief  a  certain  class  of  cases,  which  hitherto  have  been  regarded  as 
irremediable  by  the  usual  method  of  dilatation,  and  which  in  some  cases 
even  demanded  immediate  relief  by  puncture  of  the  bladder.  But  as 
new  methods  of  operating  are  genemlly  slow  in  being  adopted,  more 
especially  when  such  surgical  interference  finds  a  place  among  the  minor 
operations  of  surgery,  1  think  that  medical  men,  and  chiefly  those  prac- 
tising in  large  country  districts,  are  bound  to  record  their  experience, 
when  they  have  had  any  opportunities  of  putting  new  methods  of  cure 
to  the  test.  Upon  the  principle,  also,  that  every  case  ought  to  be  re- 
corded in  wdiich  any  new  operation  has  had  a  fair  trial,  whether  the  re- 
sult shall  have  been  favorable  or  not,  I  beg  to  publish  the  following 
case.  I  have  withheld  its  history  till  now,  for  this  reason,  "  That 
strictures  which  have  been  cured  in  the  ordinary  way,  by  dilatation, 
are  often  apt  to  return  in  some  degree  upon  exposure  to  cold  and 
wet,  even  when  gonorrhea  has  not  been  again  contracted." 

About  the  beginning  of  November,  1849,  James  Macrae,  a  miner,  45 
years  of  age,  and  of  rather  intemperate  habits,  consulted  me  regarding  a 
stricture  of  the  urethra,  from  which  he  had  suffered  with  more  or  less 
severity  for  about  three  years,  the  result  of  an  acute  gonorrhoea,  which 
had  lasted  some  weeks,  and  had  given  way  under  the  ordinary  treatment, 
without  injections. 

The  stricture  was  a  very  tight  one  (admitting  with  difficulty  No.  2 
bougie),  and  situated  at  the  bulb  of  the  urethra.  During  a  period  of 
about  two  months  I  continued  to  dilate  it  regularly,  in  the  usual  way, 
by  the  introduction  of  metallic  bougies,  till  No.  8  of  the  scale  could  be 
introduced.  Gradually,  however,  he  began  to  suffer  much  pain  from  the 
passage  of  the  instrument  through  the  canal,  and  latterly  had  rigors, 
succeeded  by  severe  constitutional  irritation,  which  confined  h'mi  to  bed 
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for  some  days.  I  did  not  venture  to  introduce  the  bougie  for  more  than  a 
week  after  his  recovery  from  this  attack,  and  on  doing  so,  1  found  that 
the  stricture  had  contracted  to  its  original  size,  so  that  I  could  with  diffi- 
culty introduce  bougie  No.  2.  A  small  hard  swelling,  with  indistinct 
fluctuation,  now  appeared  at  the  seat  of  stricture.  Being  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  working  constantly,  and,  from  the  nature  of  his  employment, 
to  sit  on  the  wet  ground  (circumstances  which  tended  to  aggravate  his 
complaint),  he  was  naturally  anxious  for  some  effectual  and  speedy  cure. 
At  this  time  1  had  occasion  to  be  in  Edinburgh  for  a  day  or  two,  and 
availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  seeing  Mr.  Syme  perform  his  opera- 
lion  for  the  relief  of  stricture  upon  two  patients.  I  determined,  accord- 
ingly, to  try  it ;  and,  on  the  30th  January,  1850,  with  the  ready  con- 
sent of  the  patient,  and  the  help  of  my  assistant,  the  late  Dr.  M'Curdy, 
I  performed  the  operation  as  directed  by  Mr.  S.  I  introduced  a  grooved 
bougie,  of  very  small  dimensions  (about  No.  2),  and  made  an  incision 
in  the  raphe  of  the  perineum,  over  the  seat  of  stricture,  which  I  com- 
pletely divided.  On  making  the  incision,  a  small  quantity  of  matter  es- 
caped, which  had  formed  in  the  ^ tumor  1  have  already  noticed  as  exist- 
ing. 1  then  introduced  No.  9  catheter,  which  was  retained  during  forty- 
eight  hours,  without  much  uneasiness.  The  urine  continued  to  come  by 
the  wound  for  five  days,  when  it  began  to  flow  by  the  natural  channel  ; 
and  in  three  wrecks  after  the  operation,  he  was  able  to  resume  his  work, 
the  wound  having  healed  slowly  and  well.  I  introduced  catheters  Nos. 
11,  12  and  13,  once  a-month  for  three  months,  with  ease,  and  without 
pain  or  rigors.  He  then  left  this  part  of  the  country,  and  I  saw  no  more 
of  him  till  about  the  end  of  March,  1851,  when  he  appeared  quite  well, 
and  informed  me  that  he  had  been  constantly  at  work  since  his  recovery 
from  the  operation  ;  and,  in  order  to  test  the  efficacy  of  the  cure,  I  in- 
troduced No.  1  3  bougie  without  the  least  difficulty. — Edinburgh  Monthly 
Journal  of  Medical  Science. 
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Prague. — In  good  time,  after  having  seen  all  worth  particular  investiga- 
tion in  Vienna,  I  arrived  at  Prague,  the  capital  of  Bohemia,  the  residence 
of  the  late  Emperor  of  Austria,  who  abdicated  the  throne  in  the  late  revo- 
lutionary struggle.  A  more  beautiful  country  cannot  be  found  than  the 
part  travelled  over,  from  the  borders  of  Dalmatia  to  the  head  of  the  Adri- 
atic, and  from  Trieste  to  Dresden.  It  is  a  perfect  garden  in  point  of  culti- 
vation, the  whole  way.  At  Brunn,  in  Moravia,  is  a  frowning  fortress  on 
the  top  of  a  hill,  where  political  offenders  are  imprisoned.  Olmutz,  where 
Lafayette  was  incarcerated,  is  not  far  offl  Being  near  Presburg,  it  was  no 
difficult  matter  to  look  into  Hungary.  There  is  a  celebrated  Champaigne 
wine  factory  near  Brunn,  in  xvhich  that  favorite  and  aristocratic  article  is 
manufactured  out  of  cider  and  potatoes,  without  the  aid  of  a  solitary  grape. 
Even  at  the  door,  it  costs  a  florin,  or  nearly  fifty  cents,  a  bottle.    Not  a 
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quarter  imported  into  the  United  States  is  made  of  irrape-juice.  Coal  is 
quite  plenty,  and  particularly  lignite,  in  Bohemia.  Never  did  man  gaze 
on  lovelier  fields.  Not  a  fence  encumbers  the  ground,  and  rural  economy 
is  carried  to  the  highest  degree  of  perfectibility.  No  hamlets  or  houses 
are  dotted  over  the  broad  acres,  as  with  us.  On  the  contrary,  all  the  peas- 
antry reside  in  extensive  villages.  They  have  a  singular  fancy  for  long 
tight-fitting  hoots,  red  breeches,  and  broad-brimmed  hats,  which  give  even 
the  boys  a  mature  look.  They  all  smoke,  too,  as  though  life  depended  on 
their  activity  at  the  stem.  There  is  a  romantic  sprinkling  of  dilapidated 
castles  on  the  route,  with  some  extensive  convents,  which  are  rich  in  lands. 

Early  in  the  morning  after  my  arrival  at  Dresden,  a  hasty  but  satisfac- 
tory visit  was  made  to  the  General  Hospital,  an  institution  very  similar  to 
its  namesake  at  Vienna — smaller,  however,  yet,  in  all  its  details,  in  no 
way  inferior.  It  contains  800  beds,  and  can  accommodate  from  700  to  800 
patients.  At  all  times,  it  appears,  on  inquiry,  to  be  nearly  full.  A  school 
of  medicine  is  united  with  it,  under  the  control  of  an  eminently  learned 
faculty.  Professor  Pitha  has  the  chair  of  Surgery,  and  Prof.  Engel  that 
of  Pathological  Anatomy.  While  in  the  dissecting  room,  looking  into  its 
arrangements,  a  subject  was  under  inspection  by  a  student,  who  was  ex- 
plaining to  a  class  of  fellow  students  the  abnormal  condition  of  certain 
organs.  In  the  group  was  the  professor  himself.  Dr.  Engel,  listening  with 
apparent  satisfaction  to  the  nice  discriminations  of  a  pupil — ready,  proba- 
bly, to  correct  any  mistake.  This  is  an  admirable  scheme,  and  might, 
with  profit,  be  introduced  into  other  schools.  An  immense  military  hospi- 
tal is  near  by,  under  the  exclusive  direction  of  the  staff  surgeons  of  the 
army.  The  civil,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  the  general  hospital,  has 
some  fine  wards,  but,  as  a  whole,  they  seemed  too  small.  Perhaps  there 
may  be  advantages  in  cutting  up  a  large  building  into  little  rooms.  The 
bedsteads  were  all  of  wood,  the  linen  was  clean,  and  an  orderly  appearance 
characterized  the  institution.  The  faculty  of  the  school  are  its  physicians 
and  surgeons,  under  salaries  of  2000  florins  per  annum  each,  or  about 
SIOOO  of  our  currency.  There  are  two  lecture  terms  in  a  year,  of  five 
months  each,  attended,  upon  an  average,  in  Prague,  by  about  150  students. 
Five  and  a  half  years  are  required  to  study  medicine  and  its  concomitant 
branches,  before  a  degree  is  conferred  or  the  student  is  allowed  to  practise. 
Six  months  residence  in  the  lying-in  hospital,  another  contiguous  institu- 
tion, in  which  there  are  from  4000  to  5000  births  a  year,  is  required,  before 
obstetrical  practice  can  be  embraced  in  his  professional  circle  of  business. 
Different  degrees  are  conferred  in  succession,  as  doctor  of  medicine,  doctor 
of  surgery,  doctor  of  midwifery,  &c. 

In  the  cluster  of  medical  and  kindred  charities,  is  the  asylum  for  the  in- 
sane. A  part  of  the  building  was  formerly  a  convent.  A  noble  garden  is 
thrown  open  to  the  patients,  in  which  they  recreate,  while  their  cure  is 
progressing.  Both  here  and  in  the  hospitals,  the  general  plan  of  daily  at- 
tentions does  not  vary  from  similar  institutions  of  the  best  kind  in  Europe 
and  America.  The  view  from  all  of  them  is  extremely  beautiful.  A  uni- 
form plan  of  proceeding  characterizes  the  medical  schools  and  hospitals  all 
over  the  Austrian  dominions.  Whatever  is  done  in  one,  is,  as  a  general 
rule,  practised  in  all.  Some  of  the  best  medical  minds  in  Germany  are  to 
be  found  at  present  at  Vienna,  Prague,  and  Berlin.  Two  new  schools,  as 
they  begin  to  call  themselves — although  nothing  but  cliques — are  arrayed 
against  each  other.  One  deals  alone  in  ren^edies  that  act  almost,  if  not 
entirely,  so  they  hold,  as  specifics.    Thus  iodine,  mercury,  arsenic,  and 
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such  articles,  under  the  vulgar  appellation  of  Sannsons,  are  regarded  in  the 
light  of  essentials,  while  all  other  substances  of  the  materia  medica  are  but 
make-weights,  or  thrown  in,  as  sugar  is  into  tea,  to  give  a  palatable  flavor. 
The  other  teaches  the  agreeable  doctrine,  that  diseases  m.ust  he  fed  out  of 
the  system,  as  a  boa  constrictor  is  surfeited  before  he  can  be  handled  with 
impunity.  Nothing  equals  roast  beef  and  pudding — the  more  the  patient 
has  of  both,  the  better.  People  are  in  favor  of  this — for  they  say  it  is  na- 
tural, the  stomach  being  made  for  the  reception  of  food;  and  when  does 
one  need  it  more,  or  of  a  better  quality,  than  when  prostrated  by  disease? 

A  medical  gentleman  of  distinction  spoke  of  the  remarkable  success  of 
the  German  quacks,  beer  makers,  furriers,  and  similar  artisans,  who  had 
established  themselves  all  over  the  United  States,  as  homoeopathists  and 
hydropathists.  Why,  not  one  in  forty  of  them  would  be  permitted  to  mix 
a  dose  of  sulphur  for  a  cat  in  their  fatherland.  He  knew  very  well  the 
love  of  our  countrymen  for  foreign  impostors,  and  especially  if  they  an- 
nounced themselves  as  physicians.  All  Germany  does  not,  I  imagine, 
contain  so  many  of  these  humbugs  as  the  New  England  States,  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania. 

Prague  is  an  old  Bohemian  city,  containing  various  objects  of  historical 
renown.  In  the  old  section,  the  multitude  of  minarets,  spires,  high-pointed 
roofs,  and  deep,  dark,  antique  windows,  together  with  the  massiveness  of 
the  walls,  keep  a  stranger  in  a  constant  state  of  surprise,  as  he  passes  from 
street  to  street.  Some  of  the  public  fountains  are  unique  specimens  of 
bronze  castings.  In  the  old  cathedral,  which  was  never  finished  and  never 
will  be,  there  are  monuments  of  singular  beauty  and  richness.  A  certain 
St.  Vincent  seems  to  be  a  peculiar  favorite — for  in  one  corner  where  his 
statue  stands,  the  walls  are  covered  with  broad  sheets  of  costly  stones, 
stuck  into  the  plastering  without  any  reference  to  close  joints  or  harmony 
of  coloring.  The  tomb  of  Charles  IV.  is  too  large  even  for  an  emperor ; 
but  a  shrine  and  sarcophagus  of  a  St.  somebody,  whose  name  is  forgotten, 
on  which  3000  pounds  of  pure  silver  have  been  wrought  into  full-sized, 
statuary  of  angels,  and  such  beings  as  the  artist  imagined  waited  upon 
saints  in  paradise,  nearly  comes  up,  in  workmanship,  to  the  magnificent 
display  of  silver  apostles  exhibited  at  Naples.  The  latter,  however,  ex- 
ceed in  numbers,  for  in  Prague  there  are  only  a  few  figures,  while  at  Na- 
ples the  chapel  is  proud  of  numbering  a  goodly  list  of  apostles  and  holy 
personages  of  the  church  militant,  amounting  to  thirty-eight — all  of  pure 
silver. 

A  stone  bridge  that  spans  the  Moldau,  called  the  Bridge  of  Charles  IV., 
the  sidewalks  of  which  are  covered  all  the  way  with  cast  iron  plates,  while 
the  railing,  at  suitable  distances,  is  laden  with  colossal  statuary,  is  one  of 
the  lions  of  Prague.  A  modern  suspension  iron  bridge,  within  half  a  mile 
of  it,  which  is  a  noble  and  triumphant  evidence  of  the  modern  mechanical 
skill  of  Bohemia,  finds  fewer  admirers  than  its  old  battered  neighbor.  On 
the  way  to  the  picture  gallery  of  Count  Steinberg,  a  meagre  collection, 
having  no  special  claims,  we  saw  the  old  Emperor  of  Austria,  Francis  I. 
whose  residence  is  in  a  palace  near  the  Cathedral.  He  rides  in  state — has 
a  heavy  guard  posted  about  the  premises,  and  seems  to  be  a  special  gazing 
post,  for  the  multitude  run  for  a  view  of  him  when  he  moves  out,  which 
is  known  by  the  sudden  swell  of  music.  He  is  a  short,  rotund  man,  with 
light  hair,  of  a  mild  countenance,  without  much  force  of  expression.  His 
obstinacy  is  fully  developed — for  he  broke  rather  than  yield  to  the  demands 
of  the  people  in  1848 — and  by  abdicating  the  throne,  he  made  way  for 
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another,  the  nephew,  who  is  just  beginning  to  try  his  half-fledged,  impe- 
rial pinions.  Prague,  with  a  population  of  120,000,  seems  to  abound  with 
soldiers  and  officers.  The  standing  army  of  Austria  is  frightfully  large  to 
those  who  are  hoping  for  better  times.  The  old  monarch  was  a  twin  fool 
of  Louis  Philip — both  aimed  at  unconditional  despotism,  and  lost  all  they 
had.  A  few  of  the  inhabitants  of  Prague  are  eminently  learned — and  all 
are  civil.  Most  of  the  two  professions,  law  and  medicine,  are  liberal  in 
political  sentiments — while  the  clergy,  finding  Austria  a  heaven-upon- 
earth  so  lonir  as  the  present  regime  endures,  demand  no  changes.  Dis- 
ease and  death  are  the  only  democrats  in  Austria  that  have  no  fear  of  the 
church  or  the  court.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  they  strike  down  alike  the  rich 
and  poor,  the  high  and  low,  without  manifesting  a  particle  of  respect  for 
either.  The  paper  money  here  is  a  miserable,  depreciated  currency,  and 
perpetually  becoming  worse.  Silver  and  gold  are  rare  sights.  The  only 
mode  of  making  change,  in  all  ordinary  business  transactions,  is  to  tear  a 
bill  in  two.  These  portions  are  as  low  as  six  cents,  the  extent  to  which 
a  bill  can  be  torn — the  bits  being  fractional  parts  of  a  florin.  These  bills 
are  a  legal  tender.  There  is  nothing  cheap  in  Austria  but  silk  vest  pat- 
terns. Railroad  fare  is  almost  double  what  it  is  in  New  England.  No 
person  can  move  from  one  place  to  another,  even  for  an  afternoon  excur- 
sion, without  a  passport  from  the  bureau  of  police. 


Meeting  of  the  Franklin  Medical  Association,  and  of  the  Franklin  District 
Medical  Society. — A  meeting  of  the  Franklin  Medical  Association  was 
holden  at  Shelburne  Falls,  on  Wednesday,  July  2d.  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  Dr.  A.  F.  Stone,  of  Greenfield,  President  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. After  the  usual  business  of  the  meeting,  Dr.  S.  W.  Williams,  of 
Deerfield,  by  request,  gave  some  account  of  his  late  tour  to  Northern 
Illinois  and  Southern  Wisconsin,  in  which  he  described  some  of  the  In- 
dian tumuli,  and  their  contents,  which  he  examined  on  Rock  River,  Illi- 
nois, and  at  Beloit  in  Wisconsin.  He  exhibited  specimens  of  human 
bones,  and  of  clam  shells,  which  he  took  from  some  of  those  Indian 
mounds.  Dr.  Bates  of  Charlemont,  Dr.  Stone,  Dr.  Tabor,  Dr.  Deane,  Dr. 
Duncan  and  Dr.  Williams,  verbally  reported  some  interesting  cases  which 
had  occurred  in  their  practice.  These  cases  were  of  great  practical  value. 
At  12  o'clock,  iM.,the  President  called  upon  Dr.  S.^W.  Tabor,  of  Shel- 
burne Falls,  to  deliver  the  address  he  had  been  appointed  to  prepare  at  a 
previous  meeting.  The  delivery  of  it  occupied  more  thaw  an  hour.  On 
motion  of  Dr.  Williams,  it  was  voted — That  the  thanks  of  this  Associa- 
tion be  presented  to  Dr.  Tabor  for  his  able  and  elaborate  address  delivered 
on  this  occasion,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  deposit  a  copy  of  it  in  the 
archives  of  the  Association.  Adjourned  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
when  the  members  partook  of  an  excellent  dinner,  prepared  in  Merrill's 
best  style.  The  neighboring  streams  furnished  his  guests  with  an  abun- 
dance of  most  delicious  trout.  In  the  afternoon  Dr.  C.  W.  Knowlton,  of 
Ashfield,  was  appointed  to  deliver  the  next  quarterly  address.  The  meet- 
ing was  then  adjourned  to  the  town  of  Orange,  there  to  meet  at  10  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  of  the  first  Wednesday  of  October  next. 

Immediately  upon  the  adjournment  of  this  meeting,  an  adjourned  meet- 
ing of  the  Franklin  District  Society  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society 
was  holden  in  the  same  hall.  It  has  not  been  previously  announced  in 
this  County  that  this  branch  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  was 
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organized  at  Greenfield  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  April  by  the  choice  of 
Dr.  Stephen  W.  Williams,  of  Deerfield,  President ;  Dr.  James  Deane,  of 
Greenfield,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  ;  Dr.  Alpheiis  F.  Stone,  Librarian ; 
Dr.  A.  F.  Stone,  Dr.  S.  W.  Williams,  Dr.  W.  Hamilton,  Counsellors ; 
Dr.  E.  W.  Carpenter,  Dr.  Duncan,  Dr.  Tabor,  Censors.'  At  this  meeting 
Dr.  Duncan  was  appointed  to  prepare  and  deliver  an  address  before  the 
Society  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  September  next,  at  10  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  A  respectable  number  of  the  physicians  in  the  County  were 
voted  into  the  Society  at  this  meeting,  and  accepted  their  appointment. 
The  Society  consists  of  all  the  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society  residing  in  the  County,  besides  many  others  who  have  recently 
been  elected.  It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  every  qualified  licensed  phy- 
sician in  the  County  will  shortly  become  a  member  of  it.  It  was  voted  to 
request  every  member  to  prepare  reports  of  such  interesting  cases  as  may 
have  occurred  in  his  practice,  and  relate  them  to  the  Society  at  the  next 
meeting  at  Greenfield. 

These  meetings  were  attended  by  a  respectable  number  of  physicians 
from  various  parts  of  the  county,  and  the  utmost  harmony  and  good  feel- 
ing' prevailed.  We  trust  that  in  future  they  will  be  productive  of  great 
good  in  the  community. 

The  meeting  of  the  District  Medical  Society  was  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Greenfield  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  September  next,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 
It  is  hoped  that  a  full  and  punctual  attendance  may  be  had  at  that  time, 
not  only  of  the  present  members,  but  of  all  other  regular  physicians  in  the 
County  who  may  be  desirous  of  uniting  with  the  Society.  W. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Louisiana. — Dr.  E.  H.  Barton,  of  New  Orleans,  pre- 
sident of  the  medical  society  of  the  State,  has  been  so  long  before  the  pub- 
lic as  an  accomplished,  talented,  persevering  medical  philosopher,  that 
whenever  anything  appears  with  his  name  appended,  it  is  taken  for  grant- 
ed to  be  excellent.  He  some  time  since  delivered  a  discourse,  or  rather 
made  a  report,  to  the  association  over  which  he  presides,  on  the  meteor- 
ology, vital  statistics  and  hygiene  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  that  appears 
to  have  produced  an  unusual  sensation  on  the  non-medical  class  of  the 
community.  Thirty-six  gentlemen,  of  the  highest  respectability  and  intel- 
ligence, came  to  the  common-sense  conclusion  that  the  medical  society 
ought  not  to  miOnopolize  all  the  useful  knowledge  spread  out  before  it,  and 
•consequently  they  very  properly  invited  the  doctor  to  favor  them  with  the 
printed  report,  embodying  "correct  statistics  of  the  mortality  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  and  the  State  of  Louisiana,  that  comparison  may  be  ntade 
with  that  of  other  cities  and  States,  in  order  to  remove  the  unfavorable 
impression  existing  in  regard  to  the  health  of  this  section  of  the  Union." 
That  people  die,  and  have  in  past  times  died,  in  New  Orleans  in  appal- 
ling numbers,  is  most  certain  ;  while  various  publications  make  it  clear 
as  noon-day  that  it  is  one  of  the  healthiest  residences  in  the  world.  In 
explaining  the  true  state  of  the  matter,  it  has  been  no  part  of  Dr.  Bar- 
ton's effort  to  go  farther  than  he  was  strictly  warranted  by  facts ;  and  it 
is  only  doing  him  simple  justice  to  say  that  he  has  produced  a  masterly 
document,  which,  were  it  the  only  one  from  his  pen,  would  have  been  the 
basis  of  a  well-earned  reputation.  If  we  could  re-publish  the  tables,  or 
transfer  to  these  pages  a  tithe  of  his  researches,  it  would  be  rather  un- 
just, than  otherwise,  since  the  whole  mass  should  be  studied  in  course  to 
realize  the  full  value  of  the  pamphlet. 
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New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. — Part  1.  of  the  first  volume  of  the 
Transactions  of  this  institution  has  been  published  by  the  Academy,  and 
the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  it  is  gratefully  acknowledged.  We  have  rarely 
examined  a  series  of  medical  and  surgical  papers  with  more  satisfaction. 
If  any  of  the  articles  in  the  collection  are  calculated  to  strike  the  reader 
with  interest  above  the  rest,  those  of  Dr.  Mott  are  the  ones.  He  has  the 
advantage,  in  the  first  place,  of  an  extended  surgical  reputation,  which 
would  naturally  give  a  prominence  to  whatever  he  chooses  to  give  to  the 
professional  public.  In  these  papers,  however,  he  has  presented  extraor- 
dinary cases,  for  precedent  in  practice,  and  related  them  in  a  perfectly 
agreeable,  conversational  manner,  that  gives  additional  value  to  the  fact5. 
His  success  in  tying  the  left  subclavian  artery,  and  the  restoration  of  the 
patient,  beset  as  the  operation  was  with  unexpected  difficulties,  is  a  triumph; 
and  if  he  had  never  performed  any  other  extraordinary  feat  for  saving 
a  life  in  peril,  this  alone  would  have  given  him  a  commanding  influence 
and  fame.  Dr.  Van  Buren's  amputation  at  the  hip-joint,  followed  by  a 
perfect  recovery,  is  equally  a  marked  case,  evincing  the  skill,  careful- 
ness and  energy  of  the  operator.  Although  the  historical  sketch  of  the 
insane  institutions  of  the  United  States,  by  our  friend.  Dr.  Earle ;  Dr. 
Buck's  article  on  tracheotomy  in  croup,  and  Dr.  Metcalf  on  the  history 
and  use  of  chloroform,  are  excellent,  we  cannot  allude  to  them  more  par- 
ticularly, and  therefore  close  these  observations  by  saying  that  the  Acade- 
my is  conferring  peculiar  favors  upon  the  whole  brotherhood  of  practi- 
tioners, when  it  sends  forth  a  publication  like  this. 


Neio  Sign  Language  for  Deaf  Mutes. — It  so  rarely  happens  that  any 
thing  really  new  is  suggested  in  any  department  of-  ordinary  life,  that 
when  it  is  done,  the  multitude  express  alarm.  A  large  part  of  mankind 
are  unwilling  to  have  the  sedimentary  deposits  disturbed,  but  prefer  that 
the  mass  should  go  on  hardening  by  the  weight  of  accumulation,  till  a 
great  rock  is  finally  produced,  in  which  all  improvements  are  hermetically 
sealed  up,  like  fossil  remains,  perhaps  forever.  A  young  gentleman, 
Albert  J.  Myer,  who  lately  presented  a  thesis  for  the  degree  of  doctor  of 
medicine  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  deviated  from  the  beaten  track  of 
writinga  learned  discourse  upon  subjects  with  which  students  cannot  be  very 
familiar,  and  boldly  marched  up  to  the  faculty  board  with  a  novelty,  some- 
thing that  was  his  own,  and  not  borrowed,  or  stolen.  We  are  exceedingly 
gratified  that  the  professors  have  done  themselves  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
his  merit,  instead  of  turning  him  back  because  there  was  in  his  thesis 
neither  the  odor  of  jalap  or  calomel,  directions  for  mending  broken  bones, 
physiological  scraps,  or  soft  soap  for  the  college.  Dr.  Myer  has  projected 
a  new  mode  of  conversation  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  not  unlike  the  dots  and 
lines  in  telegraphic  language,  the  most  rapid  and  accurate  scheme  of  ex- 
pression, short  of  articulate  sounds,  ever  devised.  He  proposes  that  the 
fore  finger,  for  example,  striking  upon  the  table,  should  represent  the  arma- 
ture of  the  electro-magnet.  Thus  a  tap  or  a  prolonged  pressure  would 
represent,  as  in  Bain's  alphabet,  a  dot  or  a  long  mark.  Each  and  all  of 
these  movements  are  to  represent  letters,  which  combined,  make  words  and 
sentences.  This  is  a  mere  outline  of  Dr.  M.'s  theory  of  a  new  sign  lan- 
guage. Were  it  adopted,  the  perpetual  rambling  of  the  mute's  hands 
through  space,  and  the  arbitrary,  ungraceful  crookings  of  the  fingers,  the 
homely  symbols  of  the  working  of  the  mind,  would  be  obviated,  while  the 
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facility  of  expression  would  be  increased  a  hundred  fold.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  those  having  charge  of  institutions  for  deaf  mutes,  will  at 
once  give  the  system  a  fair  trial. 


India  Rubber  for  keeping  Water  pure. — It  occurs  to  us  to  mention  a 
kind  of  discovery  in  regard  to  the  preservation  of  water,  so  that  it  may  at 
all  times  be  potable,  which  may  be  of  service  to  future  travellers  circum- 
stanced as  we  have  been,  in  tropical  regions  where  no  water  is  to  be  found, 
and  that  important  element  is  necessarily  carried  from  one  extreme  point 
of  country  to  another.  On  leaving  Cairo,  to  ascend  the  river  Nile,  the 
last  autumn,  about  two  gallons  of  river  water  was  put  in  an  India  rubber 
bag,  securely  corked,  and  placed  in  the  hot  sun,  on  the  deck  of  the  boat. 
On  reaching  the  first  cataract — the  labor  of  some  weeks — the  water  was 
found  to  be  excellent,  there  being  no  escape  of  gas  on  withdrawing  the 
cork,  nor  any  degree  of  odor,  which  was  an  evidence  that  no  fermentation, 
or  working,  as  the  sailors  term  the  process,  had  taken  place.  It  was  kept 
in  the  same  exposed  condition  all  the  way  down  that  remarkable  stream, 
and  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  had  appareruly  undergone  no  change  what- 
ever. One  week  after,  an  expedition  was  started  in  the  desert,  and  at  the 
horn  of  a  camel's  saddle,  water  in  the  same  bag  was  suspended  in  a  tra- 
velling sack,  twenty-one  days,  under  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun.  From 
time  to  time,  as  inclination  or  necessity  prompted,  a  swallow  of  the  precious 
fluid  was  taken,  and  it  was  really  delicious.  Water  carried  in  the  whole 
skin  of  an  animal,  in  the  ordinary  manner,  for  general  use,  became  exces- 
sively ofiensive,  in  the  desert,  in  a  few  days,  besides  assuming  the  color  of 
a  pale  decoction  of  coffee.  Now  this  is  a  simple  statement  of  the  differ- 
ence of  the  quality  of  the  water  in  the  two  receptacles;  and  is  it  not  obvi- 
ous that  the  India  rubber  one  possessed  manifest  advantages  over  the 
other?  Whether  the  preservation  of  the  water  was  due  to  the  utter 
exclusion  of  atmospheric  air,  or  the  influence  exerted  upon  it  by  the  ma- 
terial itself,  remains  to  be  ascertained.  The  peculiar  turpentine  smell  was 
occasionally  rather  strong,  under  an  Asiatic  sun,  yet  the  taste  of  turpentine 
was  not  detected. 

In  wooden  casks,  another  method  adopted  by  travellers,  the  changes 
wrought  on  the  water  in  a  short  time  are  analogous  to  those  brought  about 
in  water  tanks  at  sea.  It  would  be  worth  while  to  send  a  supply  of  the 
India  rubber  water  bags  to  Cairo,  Alexandria,  and  other  starting  points,  if 
the  natives  had  the  means  of  purchasing  them  ;  but  at  the  usual  high 
prices  of  India  rubber  goods  in  this  country,  it  would  be  literally  impossible 
for  the  nomadic  wanderers,  who  have  but  little  money,  to  buy  them.  There 
is  no  valid  reason  why  these  articles  should  be  so  insufferably  dear.  A 
little  more  rivalry  would  perhaps  bring  prices  to  a  come-atable  standard. 


Visit  to  the  Great  Pond  Mining  Company''s  Works  at  Cape  Elizabeth. — As  men- 
tion has  been  made,  in  previous  numbers  of  the  Journal,  respecting  a  newly  dis- 
covered deodorizer,  we  have  thought  a  more  extended  notice  of  it  would  be  inte- 
resting to  the  readers  of  the  Journal.  Having  occasion  to  journey  eastward,  we 
concluded  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  chance  to  visit  the  works  where  it  is  prepared, 
and  to  examine  thoroughly  into  its  relative  merits.  At  Cape  Elizabeth,  about  six 
or  seven  miles  southeast  from  the  city  of  Portland,  and  within  80  rods  of  the  broad 
Atlantic  Ocean,  was  once  a  very  large  pond,  containing  some  500  acres.  This 
pond  has,  at  a  very  great  expense,  been  drained.  It  was  found,  after  the  waters 
had  been  drawn  oft,  that  the  principal  part  of  the  bed  was  composed  of  what  is 
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termed  peat  moss,  varying  in  depth  from  5  to  20  feet,  and  possessing  some  most 
remarkable  properties.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  company  which  own  the  pro- 
perty, to  have  simply  converted  this  peat  moss  into  fuel ;  but  from  the  result  of 
their  experiments  upon  it,  when  prepared  in  a  particular  manner,  they  found  it  to 
possess  in  a  very  high  degree  the  property  of  destroying  odors,  and  also  that  of  a 
fertilizer,  which  at  once  changed  the  plan  of  their  operations.  Preparations  were 
soon  made  to  manufacture  it  on  a  large  scale,  and  with  the  facilities  they  now 
have,  they  are  able  to  supply  1000  barrels  a  week.  There  is  something  connected 
with  this  fungus  which  struck  us  as  very  remarkable.  Little  twigs,  leaves,  and 
even  branches  of  trees,  completely  charred,  were  found  imbedded  in  its  substance. 
One  would  suppose  that  the  lake  was  once  a  forest,  and  had  been  burnt  over;  but 
tradition  furnishes  evidence  that  for  more  than  200  years  it  has  been  a  great  pond, 
60  or  more  feet  deep.  Within  that  period,  it  has  been  observed  by  the  inhabitants 
to  have  become  more  shoal,  and  at  the  time  of  its  drainage  it  did  not  have  a 
depth  of  over  7  or  8  feet  in  any  of  its  parts.  This  change  must  be  supposed  to  be 
owing  to  the  growth  of  this  peculiar  moss  from  the  bottom  of  the  pond ;  and  as  it 
has  been  observed  to  grow  at  the  rate  of  5  inches  a  year,  it  will  be  perceived  that 
it  would  not  have  taken  many  years  to  have  displaced  the  waters  entirely.  There 
are  several  springs  in  and  around  the  bed  of  this  pond,  all  of  which  furnish  water 
in  immense  quantities,  and  are  called  living  springs ;  the  water,  for  the  most  part^ 
being  potable  and  cool.  Within  50  feet  of  one  of  these  spring's,  is  another,  pos- 
sessing medicinal  properties,  the  water  of  which  is  used  by  the  laborers  at  the 
•works  as  a  laxative.  There  is  an  immense  bog  of  iron  ore  on  the  premises, 
out  of  which  issues  a  bubbling  spring  of  clear  cold  water,  impregnated,  of 
course,  with  iron.  Upon  the  exposure  of  the  decomposed  moss  to  the  rays  of  the 
sun,  crystalline  masses  are  at  once  formed,  having  a  very  styptic,  metallic  taste; 
in  fact,  the  whole  bed  of  this  lake  seems  to  be  saturated  with  some  peculiar  saline 
matter,  which  as  yet  has  not  been  perfectly  analyzed.  It  is  truly  a  remarkable 
substance,  and  we  very  much  doubt  if  a  similar  one  could  be  found  in  the  United 
States,  or  even  in  the  whole  world,  particularly  in  such  quantities.  From  30  to  40 
laborers  are  now  engaged  in  preparing  from  the  peat  the  deodorizing  powder, 
which  by  the  aid  of  a  powerful  steam  engine  they  are  able  to  do  with  the  greatest 
ease  and  despatch.  No  one  need  fear  that  the  supply  will  become  exhausted,  for 
it  is  believed  that  the  raw  material  is  inexhaustible,  and  that  the  whole  state  could 
not  furnish  men  enough  even  to  cut  the  peat  in  100  years.  The  place  must  be 
seen,  in  order  to  have  a  just  conception  of  its  magnitude.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  demand  for  the  deodorizer  will  become  very  great,  and  it  is  gratifying  ta 
know  that  it  can  at  all  times  be  furnished.  To  Drs.  13uzzell  and  Smith,  of  Cape 
Elizabeth,  we  are  much  indebted  for  kind  attention  while  visiting  the  works,  and 
we  sincerely  hope  that  the  zeal  which  they  have  manifested  in  originating  and 
furthering  this  project,  will  be  compensated  by  something  more  substantial  than 
mere  words  of  praise.  J. 


Died, — At  New  Haven,  Ct.,  Dr.  V.  M.  Dow,  55.  Dr.  Dow  was  modest  and  unassuming  in 
his  manners,  and  free  from  all  guile.  He  was  well  read  in  liis  profession,  and  was  a  judicious  and 
successful  practitioner.  He  always  took  time  to  investigate  his  cases,  and  his  whole  life  was 
marked  with  prudence,  discretion  and  sound  judgment.  He  was  universally  esteemed  and  con- 
fided in  by  the  community,  and  his  death  is  a  public  loss." 

At  Jackson,  111.,  Dr.  Joseph  K.  Skeen.— At  St.  Ann's,  Canada,  Michael  McNaughton,  M.D.,39j 
drowned  by  the  upsetting  of  a  boat. 


To  CoRUFSPoNDKNTS — A  paper,  in  continuation  of  Dr.  Tabor's  History  of  Tobacco,  and 
Notes  on  Medical  Lectures  in  Philadelphia,  by  Dr.  Comstock,  have  been  received. 


Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  endiiio  Saturday  noon,  July  12,  5G. — Males,  34 — females,  22. 
Accidental,  1 — disease  of  bowels,  1 — consumption,  14 — convulsions,  3 — croup,  3 — dysentery,  3 — 
diarrhcea,  1 — dropsy  of  the  brain,  1  drowned,  1 — exhaustion,  1— typhus  fever.  1 — typhoid  fever,  1 
— scarlet  fever,  1 — lung  fever,  1 — brain  fever,  1 — hooping  cough,  1 — infantile,  6 — inflammation  of 
the  lungs,  4 — disease  of  kidneys,  1 — marasmus,  1 — old  age,  2 — peritonitis,  I — puerperal,  1 — small- 
pox, 1 — teething,  2 — tumor  1. 

Under  5  years,  30 — between  5  and  20  years.  6 — between  20  and  40  years,  13 — between  40 
and  60  years,  .5 — over  60  years,  3.    Americans,  26  ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  30. 

The  above  includes  4  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 


488 


Medical  Intelligence. 


Tracheotomy. — This  operation  was  successfully  performed  on  the  3d  of 
March  in  a  case  of  (Edematous  Laryngitis,  by  Dr.  W.  D.  Stephenson,  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  Ala.,  assisted  by  Dr.  E.  P.  M.  Johnson.  The  subject  was 
a  young-  mulatto  woman  who  had  been  confined  a  fortnight  previously,  and 
from  exposure  had  contracted  a  cold,  which  resulted  in  such  swelling  of  the 
parts  about  the  glottis  as  threatened  instant  suffocation.  All  the  general 
and  local  remedies  usually  applied  in  such  cases  having  been  resorted  to 
ineffectually,  and  the  symptoms  growing  continually  more  urgent,  trache- 
otomy was  determined  upon.  At  this  time  the  patient  was  in  indescribable 
agony;  her  features  were  pale  and  shrunken;  extremities  cold,  nails  livid, 
surface  bathed  in  a  cold  perspiration.  The  relief  following  the  operation 
was  instantaneous;  a  full,  deep  inspiration  succeeded,  and  the  patient  was 
asleep.  For  a  canula,  the  physicians  substituted  a  vial  broken  in  the  mid- 
dle, the  neck  being  secured  in  the  tracheal  incision.  "On  the  ]2lh  of 
March,"  says  Dr.  S.,  "breathing  was  partly  performed  in  the  natural 
way,  and  on  closure  of  the  orifice,  it  was  found  that  the  patient  experi- 
enced no  difficulty  in  inspiration.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were  brought 
together  by  a  suture  and  adhesive  strips,  and  on  the  20lh  she  was  well." 
—  Western  Jour,  of  Medicine  and  Surg. 


The  concoiirs  for  the  chair  of  Surgery,  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  Pa- 
ris, has  terminated  in  the  appointment  of  M.  Nelaton.  His  competitors 
were  MM.  Robert,  Michon,  Buisson,  Richet,  Gossalin,  Giraldes,  Jarjavay, 
Voillemier,  Morel  Lavalle,  Chassaignac,  and  Lauson. 


CASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE.  -  There 
will  l)e  annually /wo  full  Courses  ol  liCCtures  in 
this  lustituiion;  the  Svri7i?,'  Sension  commencing  on 
the  last  Thursday  in  February,  the  Autumnal  Ses- 
sion coinmencins;  on  the  first  Thursday  in  Augnst. 
Each  course  will  continue  fotjr  montlis,  under  the 
direction  of  the  following  faculty. 

Joseph  1'erkins,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Obstetrics. 

Ezra  S.  Ca.ru,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry,  and  Na- 
tural History. 

WILHA..M  SwEKTSER,  M.D.,  Prof.  of  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 
MinoLRTON  Goldsmith,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 
William  C.  Kittridge,  A.M.,  Prof,  of  Medical 
Jurlsprudeiice. 

CoRvnoN  La  Ford,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy  and 
Physiology. 

S.  GuiuLEV  Perkins,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

Fees. —For  each  full  ('onr.se  of  Lectures,  $.50.  For 
those  who  have  attende^l  two  full  Courses  at  other 
Medical  Colleges,  $10.  Matriculation,  $5.  (Jradua- 
tion,  $lo.  Board,  including  the  expen.ses  of  room, 
fuel  and  lights,  can  be  obtained  in  respectable  houses 
at  from  to  $2,.30  per  week. 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via  White 
Mali,  and  from  Boston  and  Burlington  via  Rutland, 
by  Railroads.        E.  S.  CARR,  lietiistrar. 

Cast/ctvn,  Ft.,  June,  WA.  Je  25— tL. 


MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF  YALE  COL- 
LEGE.—The  Course  of  Lectures  commences 
.lUiiually  on  the  last  'I'hurjsday  of  September,  and 
continues  isixteen  weeks. 

Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  on  Chemistry 
and  I'liarmacy. 

Eli  Ives,  M  D.,  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Physic. 

.loNATHAN  Knight,  M.D.,  on  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

Timothy  P.  Beers,  M.D.,  on  Obstetrics. 

<'harles  Hooker,  M.D.,  on  Anatomy  and  Phy- 
siology. 

Henry  Bronson,  M.D.,  on  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics. 

Lecture  fees,  $G8.50.  Matriculation,  $5.  Gradua- 
tion, $[5.  CHARi>ES  HOOKER, 
Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

New  Haven,  July,  1831.  jy  9— tL 


UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA.  Medi- 
cal Department.  Eighty-Sixth  Session, 
1851-52.— The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday, 
October  the  6th,  and  terminate  about  the  end  of 
March  ensuing. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  George  B. 
Wood,  M.D. 
Anatomy,  William  E.  Horner,  M.D. 
Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  Joseph  Carsoni 
M.D. 

Chemistry,  James  B.  Rogers,  M.D. 

Surgery,  William  Gibson,  M.D. 

Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil 
dren,  Hugh  L.  Hodge,  M.D. 

Institutes  of  Medicine,  Samuel  Jack.son,  M.D. 

Clinical  Instruction  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
by  George  B.  Wood,  M.D.,  and  by  George  W. 
NoRRis,  M.D. 

Demonstrative  Instruction  in  Medicine  and  in  Sur- 
gery, by  the  Professors  of  the  Medical  Faculty, 
assisted  by  W.  W.  GerHard,  M.D.,  and  Henry  H. 
Smith,  M.D. 

Practical  Anatomy,  by  John  Neill,  M.D.,  De- 
monstrator. 

Amount  of  Fees  for  Lectures  in  the  University, 
$105.  Matriculating  lee  (paid  once  only),  .$5.  Hos- 
pital fee,  $10.  Practical  Anatomy,  $10.  Graduating 
fee,  $30!  W.  E.  HORNER,  M.D., 

Dean  of  the  Medical  Faculty. 
386  ChesJivt St., above  Thirteenth,  07}.  U.S.  Mint, 

Philadelphia.       June  15,  1851.  Je25-eptNl 

DENTAL  AND  SURGIC.\L  INSTRUMENTS.— 
D:  Walther  &  Co.,  successors  to  N.  Hunt, 
manufacture  and  have  for  sale  all  kinds  of  Surgical 
and  Dental  Instruments  and  Implements. 

Old  Instruments  ground,  polished  and  repaired,  at 
the  shortest  notice. 
Orders  will  be  attended  to  with  promptness. 
May  22— tf        128  IVashinston  street,  up  stairs. 

PURE  COD  LIVER  OIL-Sold  by  PHILBRICK 
«fe  TRAFTON,  Chemists  and  Physicians'  Drug- 
gists,  IGO  Washington  street,  Boston.         Oct.  16. 

DR.  HENRY  W.  WILLIAMS  has  removed  to 
No.  10  Essex  Street,  where  he  will  continue  to 
give  particular  atteiiliou  to  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 
June  18— eptf. 
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HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  TOBACCO,  FROM  1662  TO  1800. 

BY  S,  J.   W,  TABOR,  M.D.,  SHELBItRNE  FALLS,  MASS. 
LCommunicated  for  the  Boston  Med,  and  Surg.  .Journal.] 


"  L'introduction  du  t\b\c  ofFre  une  de  ces  epoques  singulieres  dans  I'histoire  des  bizarreries  hu- 
niaines.  Une  herbe  f^tid,  repugnante,  fiim^e  par  les  sauvages  de  certains  cantons  de  I'Am^rique,  est 
a  peine  connue,  que  se  emploi  se  repand  non-seulement  par  tout  I'univers  civilis^,  mais  encore  parmi 
les  nations  les  plus  lointaines,  en  communication  avec  les  Europeans,  et  devient  la  source  d'un  revenu 
immense,  en  operant  en  quelque  sorte  dans  nos  moeurs  revolution.  On  a  dit  de  lui  avec  justesse,  qui'l 
a  conquis  le  monde  en  moins  de  deux  siccles." — Dictionnaire  Universel  Matiere  Midicalt  et  d« 
Therapeutique  Generate,  etc.,  par  F.  V .  Merat  et  A.  J.  De  Lens.  torn.  iv.  p.  606,  607. 

We  have  already  shown*  how  much  tobacco,  in  Virginia,  during  the  sev- 
enteenth century,  had  usurped  the  place  of  coin,  and  that  taxes  were  paid 
and  fines  levied  in  it.  Many  curious  laws,  illustrating  these  facts,  might 
be  copied,  and  many  conceived  in  the  spirit  of  those  Puritanical  ones 
of  New  England  that  we  have  cited.f  We  shall  now  only  quote,  as 
further  specimens  of  Virginian  legislation  in  1662,  one  or  two  enact- 
ments. One  is  entitled  "  An  Act  against  Persons  that  refuse  to  have 
their  Children  Baptised,^^  and  reads  as  follows  : — 

"  Whereas,  many  schismatical  persons,  either  out  of  averseness  to  the 
Orthodox  established  Religion,  or  out  of  the  new-fangled  conceits  of  their 
own  heretical  inventions,  refuse  to  have  their  children  baptised  : — 

"  Be  it  therejore  enacted  by  this  present  General  Assembly,  and  the 
authority  thereof.  That  all  and  every  person  or  persons  that  in  contempt 
of  the  Divine  Sacrament  of  Baptism  shall  refuse,  when  he  or  they  may 
carry  his  or  their  child  or  children  to  a  lawful  minister  in  that  County 
where  he  or  they  dwell,  to  have  them  baptised,  shall  be  amerced  Two 
Thousand  Pounds  of  Tobacco  ;  half  to  the  Parish,  half  to  the  Informer."^ 

The  spirit  of  religious  intolerance  which  dictated  this  edict,  also  en- 
acted the  establishment  of  the  Episcopalian  church  by  law  ;  forbade  non- 
conformists to  teach,  even  privately,  under  pain  of  banishment ;  allowed 
none  but  the  favored  clergy  to  expound  the  catechism  or  scriptures  ;  and 
i-evived  the  Elizabethian  laws  against  Quakers.<§>    The  following  mor- 

*  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  xxxvii.,  p.  336,  471. 
t  Ibid.  vol.  xxxvii.,  p.  472,  473. 

i  Extracts  from  the  Provincial  Statutes  of  Virginia,  copied  verbatim  from  the  Colonial  Re- 
cords, p.  230. 

$  Bancroft's  History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  200,  201. 
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sel  Is  another  specimen  of  the  legislative  wisdom  of  the  "  Grand  As- 
sembly "  of  1662.  It  is  entitled  An  Act  for  the  Punishment  of 
Scandalous  Persons,'''  and  is  propounded  in  these  words  : — 

"  I.  Whereas,  many  babbling  women  slander  and  scandalize  their . 
neighbors,  for  which  their  poor  husbands  are  often  involved  in  chargea- 
ble and  vexatious  suits,  and  cast  in  great  damages  : — 

"  II.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  in 
Actions  of  Slander,  occasioned  by  the  Wife,  after  Judgment  passed  for 
the  Damages,  the  woman  shall  be  punished  by  Ducking  ;  and  if  the 
slander  be  so  enormous  as  to  be  adjudged  at  greater  damages  than  Five 
Hundred  Pounds  of  Tobacco,  then  the  woman  to  suffer  a  Ducking  for 
each  Five  Hundred  Pounds  of  Tobacco  adjudged  against  the  Husband, 
if  he  refuse  to  pay  the  Tobacco."* 

As  afterwards  laws  were  passed  for  "  the  building  and  maintaining 
of  prisons,  pillories,  whipping-posts,  stocks  and  ducking-stools, ''■\  it  would 
appear  that  the  act  was  carried  into  execution,  and  that  all  husbands  did 
not,  or  could  not,  interpose  to  prevent  the  novel  punishment  inflicted  for 
exercising  the  "  unruly  member." 

In  1669  there  was  anothef  American  settlement  at  Albermarle,  whose 
staple  was  tobacco,  and  who,  this  year,  by  an  assembly,  made  laws  for  the 
6rst  time  for  their  government,  ignorant  that  Locke,  at  Shaftesbury's  in- 
stance, had  already  framed  for  them  a  magnificent,  impracticable,  and 
aristocratic  scheme  of  governmental  policy.J  Their  first  legislature  ap- 
pear to  have  received  no  compensation  whatever,  and  Bancroft  says  that 
"  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  a  fee  of  thirty 
pounds  of  tobacco  was  exacted  in  every  law  suit."<§» 

The  evils  under  which  the  tobacco-planters  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land groaned,  were  still  further  increased  in  1672  by  the  duties  laid  on 
intercolonial  traffic.  Having  loaded  with  burdens  their  trade  with 
foreign  countries,  or  rather  having  prohibited  it  except  through  the  Bri- 
tish, the  English  government  now  enacted  laws  to  cripple  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  of  the  Colonies  between  themselves.  To  make  the  re- 
quisitions still  more  galling,  the  duties  thus  laid  produced  no  revenue 
available  to  the  people,  because  the  avails  were  given  to  the  officers  to 
stimulate  their  activity,  and  the  result  was  to  give  increased  favor  to 
"  the  monopoly  of  the  English  merchant. "||  It  is  no  wonder,  then, 
that  the  situation  of  Virginia  began  to  be  deplorable.  In  describing 
its  state  in  1674,  Bancroft  says: — "  No  newspapers  entered  the  houses 
of  the  planters ;  no  printing  press  furnished  them  a  book."  There 
were  no  roads,  no  bridges,  no  education  of  the  rising  generation.  "  Visits 
were  made  in  boats,  or  on  horseback  through  the  forest ;  and  the  Vir- 
ginian travelling  with  his  pouch  of  tobacco  for  currency,  swam  the  rivers, 
where  there  was  neither  ferry  nor  ford. "11  In  Maryland,  where  like- 
wise the  "  tobacco  pouch  "  paid  all  kinds  of  expenses,  there  was,  this 

*  Extracts  from  the  Provincial  Statutes  of  Virginia,  &c.,  p.  232. 
t  Ibid.,  p.  233. 

+  Chalmer's  Political  Annals  of  the  Present  United  Colonies,  p.  525,  555. 

^  History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  152. 

ll  Beverly's  History  and  Present  State  of  Virginia,  &c.,  p.  66. 

IF  History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  211,  212. 
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year,  a  State-house  built  which  cost  forty  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco, 
or  about  a  thousand  dollars.* 

In  1676  the  imports  on  their  tobacco,  and  the  hindrances  to  their 
humble  trade,  induced  the  people  of  Albermarle  to  send  Eastchurch,  the 
Speaker  of  their  Assembly,  to  be  their  messenger  in  explaining  their 
grievances  in  London.  The  proprietors  appointed  him  governor,  but 
also  made  one  Miller  secretary  and  collector  of  the  customs,  not- 
withstanding his  conduct  had  compelled  the  North  Carolinians  to  drive 
him  from  their  settlement.  In  consequence  of  the  delay  of  Eastchurch 
in  the  West  Indies,  when  returning  home.  Miller  exercised  the  offices 
not  only  of  secretary  and  collector,  but  of  governor  also,  and  he  rigidly 
put  in  force  the  enactments  of  1672,  compelling  the  tobacco  planters  to 
pay  a  penny  on  every  pound  of  their  staple  which  was  exported  to 
New  England.  Thus  the  small  vessels  from  Boston  and  other  ports 
of  New  England  were  excluded,  to  swell  the  odious  monopoly  of  the 
English  merchants,  and  the  planters  were  left  to  send  their  tobacco 
to  Great  Britain  as  best  they  could.f  And  the  whole  of  their  exports, 
which  British  cupidity  grudged  to  the  Americans,  amounted  to  only 
about  eight  hundred  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  some  maize,  and  a  few  cat- 
tle.J  The  trade  was  weighed  down  by  a  tax  of  £12,000  per  annum, 
an  enormous  burthen  for  four  thousand  inhabitants.  But  these  taxes 
and  navigation  acts  at  length  produced  an  explosion,  as  tyranny,  when 
long  continued,  will  always  do. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  old  style,  or  July  4th,  1676,  new  style,  just  100 
years  before  the  memorable  and  successful  declaration  of  independence, 
Nathaniel  Bacon's  revolution  occurred  ;  but  no  sooner  was  the  revolt 
suppressed,  than  all  the  old  abuses  were  reinstated.  In  this  strife  against 
unlawful  power  the  first  American  blood  was  shed  on  the  charge  of 
treason.  The  oppression  of  the  tobacco  interests  was  the  main  spring 
to  the  revolution,  and  the  colonists  endeavored  to  sustain  their  rights  by 
arms  to  dispose  as  they  pleased  of  their  staple.  Thomas  Hansford  was 
the  name  of  the  first  American  martyr  who  thus  perished.  His  life  was 
sacrificed  by  the  minions  of  royalty,  November  13th,  i676.<§)  Edmund 
Cheeseman  was  the  next  victim, ||  and  to  him  succeeded  William  Drum- 
mond.lF  Nineteen  others  were  also  executed,  and  Bancroft  says,  "  three 
died  of  cruelty  in  prison  ;  three  fled  before  trial,  and  two  escaped  after 
conviction."**  Among  the  people  of  Albermarle,  as  well  as  of  Vir- 
ginia, was  excited  a  spirit  of  insurrection.  The  violence,  exaction  and 
harshness  of  Miller,  almost  led  the  tobacco  planters  to  abandon  the 
country,  and  finally  raised  a  popular  rebellion  which  was  headed  by 
John  Culpepper.    He  was  tried  for  treason  in  England,  in  1780,  but 


*  History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  238. 

t  F.X.  Martin's  History  of  North  Carolina  from  the  Earliest  Period,  &c.,  vol.  i.,  p.  167. 
X  Chalmer's  Political  Annals  of  the  Present  United  Colonies,  &c.,  p.  333. 

^  Burwell's  Account  of  Bacon  and  Ingram's  Rebellion,  first  printed  in  the  Massachusetts  Histo- 
rical Collections,  vol.  xi.,  p.  62. 

II  Hening's  Statutes  at  Large ;  being  a  Collection  of  all  the  Laws  of  Virginia,  from  the  first 
Session  of  the  Legislature  in  1619,  vol.  li.,  p.  375. 

IF  True  Account,  printed  in  Burk's  History  of  Virginia,  vol.  ii.,  p.  255. 

**  Bancroft's  History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  chap,  xiv.,  p.  232. 
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through  Lord  Shaftesbury's  influence,  although  his  Lordship  was  one 
of  the  eight  proprietors,  he  was  acquitted  by  an  Enghsh  jury.* 

In  1680  Lord  Culpepper,  Governor  of  Virginia,  convened,  in  the 
month  of  June,  an  assembly  of  royalists,  who  authorized  "  a  perpetual  ex- 
port duty  of  two  shillings  a  hogshead  on  tobacco,  and  granted  the  proceeds 
as  a  royal  revenue  for  the  support  of  government,  to  be  accounted  for, 
not  to  the  Assembly,  but  to  the  king."f  These  outrageous  imposts 
were  followed  by  other  taxes  laid  by  the  English  government,  even 
more  onerous  and  injurious  to  the  tobacco  producer.^ 

In  1684  tobacco  had  extended  so  far  into  the  Polynesian  islands  as  to 
have  reached  Mindanao,  where  in  the  very  clime  of  its  Oriental  rival, 
the  betel,  it  held  a  divided  empire,  and  to  this  time  preserves  its  sway. 
The  tobacco  was  obtained  by  the  inhabitants  of  Mindanao  from  the  Dutch, 
and  an  article  of  "  excellent  quality,"  as  we  are  told  in  Dampier's  New 
Voyage  Round  the  World,  was  sold  for  one  twelfth  of  a  rial  per  pound. 
It  was  used  in  connection  with  the  betel  nut,  for  when  Capt.  Swan,  of 
the  Cygnet,  during  Dampier's  celebrated  circumnavigation  of  the  globe, 
landed  at  Mindanao,  he  "  was  conducted  to  an  audience,  and  entertained 
with  betel  and  tobacco."||  The  Ceylonese  also  chew  with  their  betel  a 
strong  and  Intoxicating  kind  of  tobacco  which  they  call  kapyada.^ 

In  1689,  in  the  grand  principality  of  Transylvania,  the  civil  authori- 
ties became  alarmed  at  the  introduction  of  tobacco,  and  at  the  rapid 
and  extensive  favor  it  found  among  the  people.  The  custom  of  using 
it  was  brought  to  Transylvania  by  some  gypsies  who  had  been  on  a 
visit  to  the  Eastern  portions  of  Europe.  From  them  the  habit  quickly 
spread,  and  the  custom  seemed  about  to  establish  itself  universally.** 
The  magistrates  viewed  the  advances  of  the  novelty  with  alarm  and 
dismay,  and  resolved  to  interpose  the  arm  of  the  law  to  stay  the  danger- 
ous innovation.  Deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  acting  ener- 
getically, it  was  decreed  that  whoever  cultivated  the  pestiferous  weed 
should  suffer  the  entire  confiscation  of  his  estate,  and  such  a  term  of 
imprisonment  as  the  local  magistrate  should  deem  suited  to  the  enormity 
of  the  crime.  The  consumer  of  the  noxious  article  was  visited  with  a 
fine  for  each  offence,  which  varied,  at  the  discretion  of  the  magistrate, 
from  fifty  florins,  as  a  minimum,  to  two  hundred,  as  a  maximum.ff 
The  infractions  of  the  enactment,  however,  were  so  numerous,  so  fla- 
grant, and  so  popular,  that  all  attempts  to  carry  the  edict  into  effect 
were  found  to  be  vain.  In  less  than  two  years  they  were  abandoned, 
and  a  full  range  was  given  to  the  habit,  which  was  at  first  deemed  so 
perni(;ious  by  the  guardians  of  the  law,  but  before  whose  influence  they 
themselves  soon  learned  to  bow,  thus  adding  the  crowning  triumph  to  the 
exotic  weed. 

In  1690,  after  having  long  received  the  smiles  and  approbation  of  the 

*  Memoirs  of  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper,  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  p.  218. 

•f  Hening's  Statutes  at  Large,  &c..  vol.  ii,,  p.  568,  569. 

X  Bancroft's  History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  252. 

\  Lives  and  Voyages  of  Drake,  Cavendish  and  Dampier,  p.  279,  280. 

11  Ibid.,  p.  275. 

IT  Philosophical  Transactions,  No.  278,  p.  1143. 

**  Historia  de  Rebus  Transylvanicis,  torn,  vi.,  p.  328. 

ft  Ibid.,  torn,  vi.,  cap.  xcvii.,  p.  329. 
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citizens  and  priests  at  Rome,  tobacco  was  again  brought  under  the  ban 
of  papal  denunciation.  Anthony  Pignatelli,  Pope  Innocent  XIII.,  made 
snufF-taking  in  St.  Peter's  an  olTence  that  placed  the  criminal  in  a  state 
of  excommunication  !* — a  position  by  no  means  enviable,  as  all  pro- 
testant  readers  will  readily  see  by  referring  to  Tristam  Shandy,  where 
Dr.  Slop,  albeit  not  spiritually  empowered,  pours  the  thunders  of  the  Ro- 
mish church  full  upon  the  head  of  the  unlucky  and  knot-tying  Timothy .f 
For  thirty-four  mortal  years  were  poor  Catholic  snuff-takers  denied  their 
favorite  luxury  within  the  hallowed  precincts  of  St.  Peter's  ;  but  in  1724 
Innocent  XIIJ.  was  "gathered  to  his  fathers,"  and  Pietro  Francesco 
Orsini,  under  the  name  of  Benedict  XIII.,  assumed  the  papal  tiara.  He 
himself  delighted  in  the  nasal  titillation  of  the  Nicotian  powder,  and 
among  the  first  of  his  acts  was  a  repeal  of  the  interdiction  under  which 
snuff-taking  had  so  long  labored.^  Snuff  was  again  without  spot  or 
stain,  and  diffused  its  odors  about  the  very  sanctum  sanctorum  of  the 
proudest  ecclesiastical  structure  in  the  world.  Never  since  the  advent 
of  Benedict  XIII.  has  the  weed  been  excommunicated  in  the  holy  city, 
and  from  his  day  to  ours  the  wit  and  devotion  of  the  Romans  have  been 
stimulated  at  pleasure  by  its  enlivening  influence. 

In  1718  the  Senate  of  Strasburg,  the  city  from  whence,  in  1665,  Dr. 
Simon  Paullus  issued  a  quarto  volume — Commentarius  de  Ahusu  Tabaci 
— against  the  health-destroying  vegetable,  prohibited  the  cultivation  of 
tobacco  throughout  their  jurisdiction,<§)  though  afterwards  the  plant  became 
one  of  their  most  profitable  staples,  and  constituted  one  of  their  most 
valuable  exports — so  tenacious  of  a  foot-hold  has  this  singular  weed 
ever  been  ! 

In  1738  Thomas  Shaw,  an  Episcopalian  doctor  of  divinity,  travelled 
in  the  East,  and  he  tells  us  tobacco  was  then  a  staple  in  Syria,  and  that 
in  the  town  of  Latikea  particularly,  more  than  twenty  thousand  bales 
were  exported  every  year.|| 

So  late  as  1741,  however,  during  Commodore  Behring's  voyage,  the 
Kamptschadales  knew  nothing  of  either  tobacco  or  spirits.  Contrary  to 
the  general  occurrence  among  savages,  both  smoking  and  brandy  dis- 
gusted them,  causing  them  to  make  wry  faces  and  to  spit  violently.  But 
Mr.  Steller,  in  his  Journal,  remarks  in  the  following  manner  upon  this 
strange  rejection  of  enlightened  delicacies  :  "  the  civilized  European,'* 
he  says,  "  would  be  similarly  affected  if  presented  with  toadstool,  or 
rotten  fish  and  willow  bark,  which  are  great  luxuries  with  the  Kampt- 
scadales."1I 

About  the  year  1759  the  principal  product  of  General  Washington's 
estate  on  Mount  Vernon,  was  tobacco.  He  shipped  it  regularly  to  his 
agent  in  London,  and  drew  on  him  twice  a  year  for  such  articles  as  he 
wanted.*^    In  a  letter  to  Robert  Carey  h  Co.,  of  London,  dated  Mount 


*  Les  Hommes  Illustres  du  XVIIe  Sit^cle,  par  Masson,  torn  i.,p.  408. 
t  The  Works  of  Laurence  Sterne,  vol.  i.,  p.  196—204. 
X  Masson's  Homnnes  llluslres,  lorn  i.,  p.  408. 

^  Recueil  de  plusieurs  Titres,  Memoires   et  Antiquil^s  de  la  Ville  de  Strasbourg,  p.  199. 
j|  Travels,  or  Observations  relatino^  to  several  parts  of  Barbary  and  the  Levant,  p.  365. 
IT  A  Translation  of  Mr.  Steller's  Journal  of  Russian  Discoveries,  p.  617. 
**  The  Writings  of  George  Washington,  &c.,  by  Jared  Sparks,  vol.  ii.,  p.  329. 
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Vernon,  20th  September,  1765,  General  Washington  complains  that 
Master  Custis  got  better  prices  for  tobacco  than  himself,  the  one  averag- 
ing £7  7s.  7d.  per  hogshead,  and  the  other  only  £5  17s.  6d.  Wash- 
ington adds,  "  I  am  certain  my  tobacco  ought  not  to  have  been  inferior 
to  his  in  any  respect,  the  lands  being  the  same,  and  my  directions  for 
making  it  good  equally  express."*  In  a  letter  dated  Mount  Vernon,  1 
Nov.,  1787,  General  Washington  says  to  Arthur  Young,  "the  cultiva- 
tion of  tobacco  has  been  almost  the  sole  object  of  men  of  landed 
property."! 

1  have  now  brought  the  history  of  tobacco  down  to  nearly  the  com- 
mencement of  the  nineteenth  century.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  follow  its 
progress  further  in  chronological  order,  because  the  days  of  its  persecu- 
tion are  already  passed,  and  at  the  period  to  which  I  have  now  arrived 
it  was  an  universal  luxury,  used  everywhere,  and  suffering  no  penalties 
except,  in  some  States,  the  burden  of  high  duties,  which  only  weigh 
upon  it  by  increasing  the  price  of  the  gratification  to  those  who  indulge 
in  it.  In  some  future  articles  1  may  consider  the  cultivation  and  com- 
merce of  tobacco,  and  in  doing  so,  and  when  treating  of  the  different 
methods  in  which  the  various  inhabitants  of  the  globe  partake  of  the 
luxury,  I  shall  have  more  to  say  of  its  history,  but  not  in  the  same  con- 
secutive narrative  1  have  hitherto  followed. 


PLAN  AND  STRUCTURE  OF  INSANE  HOSPITALS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — As  a  new  Hospital  for  the  Insane  is  now  about  to  be  built  and 
established  in  this  State,  it  is  important  that  it  should  begin  with  every 
advantage  of  location,  arrangement,  plan  and  structure,  that  the  expe- 
rience and  observation  of  the  past  and  present  time  can  devise.  There- 
fore the  opinions  of  the  Association  of  the  Medical  Superintendents  of 
American  Institutions  for  the  Insane  upon  this  subject,  must  be  accepta- 
ble to  the  people  of  Massachusetts  at  this  moment. 

This  Association  includes  the  men  most  conversant  with  insanity  and 
insane  institutions  in  eighteen  of  the  United  States.  Their  meetings  are 
holden  every  year,  when  they  hear  reports  previously  prepared  by  the 
members  on  the  various  topics  connected  with  their  peculiar  vocation,  and 
then  these  are  discussed  by  the  whole  society.  Among  these  subjects,  few 
have  excited  more  attention  than  the  plan,  arrangement  and  size  of  hos- 
pitals ;  for  these  are  the  most  important  instruments  and  means  by  which 
they  can  operate  upon  their  patients.  In  1850  this  whole  matter  of  hos- 
pitals was  referred  to  a  committee,  at  the  head  of  which  was  the  sagacious 
and  accomplished  Dr.  Kirk  bride,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  This 
committee  made  their  report  to  the  Association  in  May  last.  It  was  read 
at  a  full  meeting,  and  then  discussed,  article  by  article,  and  the  bearing  of 
each  was  carefully  and  freely  considered,  and  after  some  slight  modifi- 
cations, the  report  was  adopted  as  here  presented. 


*  The  Writings  of  George  Washinglon,  &c.,  by  Jared  Sparks,  vol.  xii.,  p.  26L 
+  Ibid.,  vol.  xil,  p.  293. 
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The  fifth  article,  which  relates  to  the  size  of  hospitals,  attracted  more 
attention  and  called  forth  nnore  discussion  than  any  other.  The  popu- 
lar prejudices  and  some  notions  of  public  economy  seemed  to  demand 
Jarge  hospitals,  where  many  patients  could  be  gathered  together.  But 
the  opinions  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  had  the  most  experience  in 
the  management  of  these  institutions  was  otherwise,  and  they  deemed 
that  the  lunatic  patients  could  be  managed  the  most  successfully  and  cured 
in  the  greatest  proportion,  and  of  course  the  remote  ends  of  public  econo- 
my and  expenditure  would  be  the  most  nearly  gained,  in  smaller  institu- 
tions. And  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  those  gentlemen  who  liad 
the  management  of  the  largest  hospitals,  those  containing  nearly  or  over 
four  hundred  patients,  in  Massachusetts,  New  York  and  Ohio,  were  de- 
cidedly in  favor  of  a  smaller  class  of  institutions  than  is  here  proposed. 
They  had  seen  too  much  of  the  inefficiency  and  the  difficulty  in  large 
establishments  to  encourage  their  repetition. 

This  report,  embracing  twenty-six  articles,  and  covering  almost,  if  not 
quite,  all  the  wants  of  an  asylum  for  the  insane,  is  now  recommended 
to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth,  who 
are  about  building  another  institution  of  this  kind,  and  especially  to 
the  honorable  gentlemen  whom  his  Excellency  the  Governor  has  ap- 
pointed to  select  a  location,  determine  the  plan,  and  build  the  new 
hospital.    E.  J. 

Dr.  Kirkbride,  from  the  standing  committee  on  the  construction  of 
hospitals  for  the  insane,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  adopted  last 
year,  read  a  report,  containing  a  "  series  of  resolutions  or  propositions, 
affirming  the  well-ascertained  opinions  of  this  body  in  reference  to  the 
fundamental  principles  which  should  regulate  the  erection  and  internal 
arrangements  of  American  hospitals  for  the  insane." 

I.  Every  hospital  for  the  insane  should  be  in  the  country,  not  within 
less  than  two  miles  of  a  large  town,  and  easily  accessible  at  all  seasons. 

II.  No  hospital  for  the  insane,  however  limited  its  capacity,  should 
have  less  than  fifty  acres  of  land,  devoted  to  gardens  and  pleasure 
grounds  for  its  patients.  At  least  one  hundred  acres  should  be  possessed 
by  every  State  hospital,  or  other  institution  for  200  patients,  to  which 
number  these  propositions  apply,  unless  otherwise  mentioned. 

III.  Means  should  be  provided  to  raise  ten  thousand  gallons  of  water 
daily,  to  reservoirs  that  will  supply  the  highest  parts  of  the  building. 

IV.  No  hospital  for  the  insane  should  be  built,  without  the  plan  hav- 
ing been  first  submitted  to  some  physician  or  physicians  who  have  had 
charge  of  a  similar  establishment,  or  are  practically  acquainted  with  all 
the  details  of  their  arrangements,  and  received  his  or  their  full  approbation. 

V.  Tlie  highest  number  that  can  with  propriety  be  treated  in  one 
building  is  two  hundred  and  fifty,  while  two  hundred  is  a  preferable 
maximum. 

VI.  All  such  buildings  should  be  constructed  of  stone  or  brick,  have 
slate  or  metal  roofs,  and  as  far  as  possible  be  made  secure  from  accidents 
by  fire. 

VII.  Every  hospital,  having  provision  for  two  hundred  or  more  pa- 
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tients,  should  have  in  it  at  least  eight  distinct  wards  for  each  sex — mak- 
ing sixteen  classes  in  the  entire  establishment. 

VIII.  Each  ward  should  have  in  it  a  parlor,  a  corridor,  single  lodgings 
for  patients,  an  associated  dormitory,  communicating  with  a  chamber  for 
two  attendants  ;  a  clothes  room,  a  bath  room,  a  water  closet,  a  dining 
room,  a  dumb  waiter  and  a  speaking  tube  leading  to  the  kitchen  or 
other  central  part  of  the  building. 

IX.  No  apartments  should  ever  be  provided  for  the  confinement  of  pa- 
tients, or  as  their  lodging  rooms,  that  are  not  entirely  above  ground. 

X.  No  class  of  rooms  should  ever  be  constructed  without  some  kind 
of  window  in  each,  communicating  directly  with  the  external  atmosphere. 

XI.  No  chamber  for  the  use  of  a  single  patient  should  ever  be  less 
than  eight  by  ten  feet,  nor  should  the  ceiling  of  any  story  occupied  by 
patients  be  less  than  twelve  feet  in  height. 

XII.  The  floors  of  patients'  apartments  should  always  be  of  wood. 

Xtn.  The  stairways  should  always  be  of  iron,  stone,  or  other  inde- 
structible material,  ample  in  size  and  number,  and  easy  of  ascent,  to  af- 
ford convenient  egress  in  case  of  accident  from  fire. 

XIV.  A  large  hospital  should  consist  of  a  main  central  building  with 
wintrs. 

XV.  The  main  central  building  should  contain  the  offices,  receiving 
rooms  for  company,  and  apartments  entirely  private,  for  the  superintend- 
ing physician  and  his  family,  in  case  that  officer  resides  in  the  hospital 
building. 

XVi.  The  wings  should  be  so  arranged,  that  if  rooms  are  placed  on 
both  sides  of  a  corridor,  the  corridors  should  be  furnished  at  both  ends 
with  movable  glazed  sashes  for  the  free  admission  of  both  light  and  air. 

XVII.  The  lighting  should  be  by  gas,  on  account  of  convenience, 
cleanliness,  safety  and  economy. 

XVIII.  The  apartments  for  washing,  clothing,  he,  should  be  detach- 
ed from  the  hospital  building. 

XIX.  The  drainage  should  be  under  ground,  and  all  the  inlets  to  the 
sewers  should  be  properly  secured  to  prevent  offensive  emanations. 

XX.  All  hospitals  should  be  warmed  by  passing  an  abundance  of 
pure  fresh  air  from  the  external  atmosphere,  over  pipes  or  plates,  con- 
taining steam  under  low  pressure,  or  hot  water,  the  temperature  of  which 
at  the  boiler  does  not  exceed  212°  Fah.,  and  placed  in-  the  basement 
or  cellar  of  the  building  to  be  heated. 

XXI.  A  complete  system  of  forced  ventilation,  in  connection  with 
the  heating,  is  indispensable  to  give  purity  to  the  air  of  a  hospital  for  the 
insane,  and  no  expense  that  is  required  to  effect  this  object  thoroughly, 
can  be  deemed  either  misplaced  or  injudicious. 

XXII.  The  boilers  for  generating  steam  for  warming  the  building 
should  be  a  detached  structure,  connected  with  which  may  be  the  en- 
gine for  pumping  water,  driving  the  washing  apparatus,  and  other 
machinery. 

XXIII.  All  water-closets  should  as  far  as  possible  be  made  of  inde- 
structible materials — be  simple  in  their  arrangement,  and  have  a  strong 
downward  ventilation  connected  with  them. 
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XXIV.  The  floors  of  bath  rooms,  water-closets,  and  basement  sto- 
ries, should  as  far  as  possible  be  made  of  materials  that  will  not  absorb 
moisture. 

XXV.  The  wards  for  the  most  excited  class  should  be  constructed 
with  rooms  on  but  one  side  of  a  corridor,  not  less  than  ten  feet  wide,  the 
external  windows  of  which  should  be  large,  and  having  pleasant  views 
from  them. 

XXVI.  Wherever  practicable  the  pleasure  grounds  of  a  hospital  for 
the  insane  should  be  surrounded  by  a  substantial  wall,  so  placed  as  not 
to  be  unpleasantly  visible  from  the  building. 

Which  propositions  having  been  duly  read  and  maturely  considered, 
were  adopted  by  the  Association. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hanbury  Smith,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  cause  the  propositions 
now  adopted,  in  reference  to  the  construction  and  arrangements  of  hos- 
pitals for  the  insane,  to  be  published  in  the  medical  journals  of  this 
Continent,  as  the  sentiments  of  this  Association,  on  the  subject  referred  to. 


NOTES  TAKEN  FROM  LECTURES  IN  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYL- 
VANIA, IN  1815-16. 

BY   JOSEPH  COMSTOCK,  M.D.,  LEBANON,  CONN. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  JournBl.] 

Dr.  Chapman,  on  Materia  Medica,  says,  that  Cullen's  Materia  Medica, 
as  surreptitiously  published  by  one  of  his  students,  is  a  far  more  valuable 
work  than  that  afterwards  revised  and  corrected  by  himself. 

Musk  was  given  by  the  celebrated  Dr.  Baillie  in  pertussis,  and  was 
much  relied  on  by  him.  Ten  to  twenty  grains  may  be  given  once  in 
three  hours,  in  form  of  enema. 

Assafoetida  resembles  fennel ;  it  is  a  native  of  Persia,  grows  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  might  be  cultivated  in  this  country.  Is  very  efficacious  in 
hypochondriasis  and  hysteria,  removes  flatulence  and  dyspepsia,  and  be- 
ing of  an  opening  nature,  is  adapted  to  costive  habits.  In  pertussis,  Dr. 
Chapman  purges  with  calomel,  and  afterwards  gives  assafoetida.  He 
uses  venesection,  however,  and  blisters.  He  gives  large  doses  of  calo- 
mel on  intermediate  days,  so  as  it  may  puke  and  purge,  and  then  a  wa- 
tery solution  of  assafoetida.  In  cynanche  trachealis  and  measles,  it  does 
much  good.  Dose,  five  to  ten  or  fifteen  grains.  It  is  useful  in  flatu- 
lence of  the  bowels,  and  may  be  given  by  injection. 

Dr.  Coxe,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 

On  Mercury. — The  preparation  of  fulminating  mercury  was  discussed, 
and  a  pistol  exhibited,  which  ten  grains  of  it  had  burst,  a  piece  of  which 
had  left  its  mark  high  up  in  the  plastering  of  the  lecture  room,  in  the 
north-east  corner  of  the  arch  over  head.  This  accident,  we  were  told, 
happened  when  Dr.  Woodhouse  was  professor,  and  came  nigh  killing 
one  of  the  class. 

Dr.  James,  Professor  of  Midwifery. 

It  appears  that  the  celebrated  Ruysh  became  the  partner  of  Roon- 
25* 
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hysen,  in  the  use  of  Chamberlain's  instrument,  supposed  to  be  the  vectis, 
by  which  means  they  usurped  most  of  the  midwifery  in  Amsterdam. 
Dr.  Rush. 

On  Smallpox. — During  the  eruptive  fever  venesection  is  necessary. 
Great  advantage  from  so  giving  mercury  as  to  excite  salivation  during 
the  eruptive  fever. 

Vaccination  may  be  performed  at  all  ages,  and  at  all  seasons.  It  is 
said  that  it  cannot  be  made  to  take  effect  din  ing  the  blowing  of  a  certain 
wind  in  a  foreign  island.  It  is  said  to  cause  some  sores.  Dr.  Rush  be- 
lieves in  its  powers,  in  some  degree,  over  hooping  cough.  Also  some 
power  in  tetanus.  It  has  been  proposed  in  canker.  Matter  to  inoculate 
with  should  always  be  taken  from  the  pustule  in  the  arm.  It  is  said  to 
not  appear  in  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  days,  sometimes,  and  in  one  case  a 
whole  year  after  its  insertion.  He  knew,  himself,  a  case  in  which  the 
smallpox  did  not  appear  in  three  months  after  inoculation.  He  believes 
in  the  scab  producing  the  genuine  disease.  Of  eighty -eight  persons  who 
bad  been  taking  sulphur  for  the  itch,  vaccination  succeeded  in  only  six 
of  them.  Hence  it  is  inferred  that  sul[)hur  destroys  the  virus.  Dr.  Rush 
thinks  that  the  vaccine  disease  is  more  certain  to  secure  the  system  from 
the  smallpox,  than  smallpox  inoculation.  He  knows  no  one  objection  to 
it,  except  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  and  preserving  matter. 

Measles. — Dr.  Rush  has  known  pleurisy  and  cynanche  trachealis  to 
accompany  the  measles,  as  also  diarrhoea.  Bleeding  was  by  far  the  most 
successful  treatment.  He  lost  but  one  patient  during  its  last  spreading 
through  the  town,  and  that  was  a  child  in  convulsions.  He  thinks  this 
was  owing  to  his  bleeding  more  freely  than  formerly. 

Erysipelatous  State  of  Fever. — Erysipelas  is  frequently  a  precursor  of 
other  diseases.  Blister  the  inflamed  part.  Dr.  Willan  says  it  may  be 
communicated  by  inoculating  from  the  vesicles.  Miliary  fever  and  pem- 
phigus require  little  done  for  them. 

Anginose  States  of  Fever. — Ulcerous  or  malignant  sore  throat  ap- 
peared in  Europe  soon  after  the  retrocession  of  the  plague,  and,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Webster,  is  an  evanescent  form  of  it.  The  matter  so  acrid 
as  to  excoriate  the  parts  of  the  child  and  soon  the  fingers  of  physicians. 
Turpeth  mineral  was  given  by  Dr.  Rush's  preceptor,  in  this  disease,  from 
one  to  three  grains,  and  this  mode  was  attended  with  great  success.  R. 
Cayenne  pepper,  3  table-spoonsfull ;  common  salt,  2  do. ;  boiling  water, 
half  a  pint.  When  cold,  add  half  a  pint  of  vinegar.  Give  a  table-spoon- 
full  three  or  four  times  a  day.  The  danger  is  not  lessened  by  the  erup- 
tion in  this  disease. 

Scarlatina  Anginosa. — Dr.  Currie  says  that  the  skin  is  hotter  in  this 
disease  than  any  other,  being  as  high  as  1 12*^.  It  terminates  in  swell- 
ings of  the  lower  limbs,  and  gangrenous  ulcers  in  the  throat.  Cold  ablu- 
tion does  not  render  the  eruption  paler,  but,  on  the  contraiy,  brightens  the 
color.  None  died  in  our  ciiy  who  had  no  affection  of  the  throat.  Ul- 
cers of  the  neck,  cold  feet,  and  yellow  skin,  are  signs  of  a  fatal  termina- 
tion ;  of  the  latter  he  never  knew  one  recover. 

Cynanche  Trachealis  is  most  common  in  cold  and  wet  weather.  He 
once  saw  it  induced  in  a  girl  5  years  old,  by  her  having  a  cup  of  cold 
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water  thrown  on  her  head  as  she  was  returning  from  school.  Knew  an- 
other case  in  which  it  was  produced  in  a  woman  by  white  paint.  It  is 
sometimes  a  fihal  disease.  Diarrhoea  is  generally  fatal  in  it.  It  is  a  dry 
disease.  Dogs  have  died  with  it  in  two  cases  ;  and  in  them  the  mem- 
brane was  formed.  Emetics  and  calomel  are  the  preventives.  He  thinks 
he  prevented  it  at  least  a  dozen  times  by  these  means  in  his  own  family. 

Treatment. — Bloodletting.  No  age  of  the  patient  should  prevent  the 
use  of  the  lancet.  Dr.  Physick  bled  a  child  three  months  old  three  times 
in  one  day,  and  to  the  same  child  half  a  drachm  of  calomel  and  jalap 
the  same  day  was  given.  Blisters,  flour  of  mustard,  azotic  air,  liquid 
laudanum,  and  seneka  ;  the  two  latter  in  the  decline  of  the  disease.  But 
if  seneka  is  used  earlier,  it  ought  not  to  supersede  other  remedies.  Tra- 
cheotomy he  has  known  fail,  and  thinks  it  will  do  no  good  after  the 
membrane  forms.  Dr.  Dorsey,  however,  saved  a  young  woman  by  tra- 
cheotomy. She  was  relieved  before  he  reached  the  trachea,  from  the 
loss  of  blood. 

Mumps. — The  swelling  of  the  testicle  is  prevented  by  a  blister  to  the 
throat.  It  should  be  api)lied  as  soon  as  the  testicle  begins  to  swell. 
Sometimes  the  swelling  of  the  testicle  is  translated  to  the  brain,  and  sud- 
denly kills.  He  says  he  failed  of  curing  by  general  bloodletting.  A 
few  drops  of  blood  from  the  tonsils  is  said  to  do  more  good  than  general 
bleeding. 

Dr.  Dorsey,  Adjunct  Professor  of  Surgery. 

He  mentioned  a  very  extensive  ulcer  which  was  cured  by  snails  dis- 
solved by  sprinkling  over  them  common  salt.  The  ulcer  was  seated  on 
a  woman's  face,  and  extended  half  over  it.  He  mentioned  a  case  of 
contagious  cancer.  A  woman  conmiunicated  it  to  two  of  her  children, 
one  of  whom  died.  It  was  situated  on  her  breast.  Mr.  Hill  operated 
on  eighty-eight  ulcerated  cancel's,  only  two  of  which  returned  again. 
Dr.  Physick  has  succeeded  in  removing  some  small  schirrhous  tumors  by 
the  application  of  vinegar.  A  surgeon  who  tasted  the  cancerous  matter, 
could  never  get  the  taste  out  of  his  mouth.  He  languished  and  died. 
Single  women,  and  women  between  45  and  50,  are  most  liable  to  the 
disease.  As  a  palliative,  living  exclusively  on  a  vegetable  diet  is  re- 
commended. A  rabbit-skin  is  a  popular  preventive  when  the  breast  from 
blows  has  a  tumor  threatening  this  terrible  disease.  It  is  worn  with  the 
hair  next  the  skin.  When  the  glands  of  the  axilla  are  affected,  Mr, 
Cline  and  Mr.  Home  think  it  too  late  to  extirpate  the  breast.  But  Dr. 
Physick  has  even  succeeded  here  in  some  cases.  Equal  parts  of  white 
arsenic  and  sulphur,  leaves  of  hemlock,  tar  and  tar-water,  chalk,  foment- 
ing poultice,  carrots.  When  cancer  affects  the  parotid  and  submaxillary 
glands,  it  is  called  JS/oIi  me  tangere. 

Cancer  of  the  rectum  cannot  be  cured  ;  it  may  be  palliated  by  opium 
introduced.  Cancer  of  the  bladder  is  very  rare.  In  cancer  uteri,  cicuta 
is  said  to  be  more  effectual  than  when  it  is  seated  elsewhere.  But  the 
doses  must  be  very  large,  as  one,  two,  or  even  three  drachms  a  day. 

Dr.  Physick,  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Apoplexy. — The  pulse  mostly  slow,  sometimes  hard.  The  eyes 
nearly  shut.    Saliva,  not  being  spit  out,  exudes  in  foam.    Apoplexy  is 
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not  apt  to  occur  in  the  young.  It  follows  suppression  of  discbarges.  A 
woman  who  was  evacuated  periodically,  died  of  apoplexy  by  going  five 
days  beyond  the  periodical  time.  The  eyes  being  full  of  tears  is  a  pre- 
monitory symptom.  Warm  tea  and  the  warm  bath,  Dr.  Physick  consi- 
ered  as  exciting  causes.  Dissections  show  its  seat  to  be  in  the  brain, 
sometimes  with  extravasation  in  the  ventricles.  Morgagni  notices  a  curi- 
ous case  from  effusion  into  the  vertebral  canal. 

[To  be  concluded  next  week.  ] 


DIVISION  OF  ARTERIES  TO  ARREST  ANEURISM  AND  HEMORRHAGE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jonrnal. 

Sir, — Some  years  since,  I  applied  a  ligature  on  the  temporal  artery  on 
account  of  a  false  aneurism,  which  had  arisen  from  the  vessel  having 
been  punctured^  without  having  been  divided.  In  a  few  days  the  tumor 
was  pulsating  again,  and  the  subcutaneous  division  of  tendons  being 
much  in  fashion,  I  concluded  to  divide  the  artery  a  little  lower  down  by 
a  similar  operation.  It  being  successful,  I  have  been  induced  to  follow 
the  same  method  in  other  cases  where  the  action,  or  haemorrhage  from 
small  arteries,  made  their  obliteration  desirable.  The  small  arteries  sup- 
plying and  increasing  erectile  tumors,  may  thus  be  obliterated,  and  by 
repeating  the  operation,  on  the  various  sources  of  support,  in  this  valvu- 
lar mode,  with  proper  pressure,  the  cure  may  be  effected  with  much  less 
pain  than  by  ligatures  with  or  without  harelip  needles,  &z;c. 

Another  application  of  the  process,  I  consider  still  more  important ; — 
viz.,  in  wounds  or  surgical  operations,  we  frequently  have  bleeding  from 
small  arteries  which  have  contracted  within  muscle,  &lc.,  in  which  it  has 
been  usual  to  pass  an  armed  needle,  or  a  tenaculum  or  unarmed  needle, 
and  make  deligation  above  it.  In  such  cases,  the  division  of  the  small 
vessel  by  the  oblique  insertion  of  a  couching  needle,  a  spear-pointed  bis- 
toury, or  tenotomy  knife,  with  the  usual  pressure  of  dressing,  will  not  only 
stop  the  haemorrhage  with  less  pain  than  deligation,  but  leave  the  wound 
in  a  better  state  to  heal  by  the  first  or  second  intention. 

Yours,  &1C.  James  Bates. 

Gardiner^  Me.,  July^  1851. 


SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION. 

Our  readers  are  apprised  of  the  existence  of  an  institution,  at  the  city 
of  Washington,  founded  by  a  foreigner,  for  the  advancement  and  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge  among  men.  We  have  before  us  the  fourth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  institution,  and  we  have  read  it 
with  unfeigned  pleasure.  The  establishment  promises  to  confer  incal- 
culable benefits  upon  our  country,  by  fostering  and  diffusing  science  and 
letters,  and  is  therefore  one  concerning  the  organization,  management, 
and  success  of  which  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  cannot 
feel  indifferent.    It  is  fortunate  for  the  literary  and  scientific  interests  of 
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our  country  that  it  has  secured,  as  its  head,  a  man  so  thoroughly  pre- 
pared to  conduct  its  affairs  as  Professor  Henry. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest  received  into  the 
United  States  treasury  was  ,$515,169,  and  up  to  the  1st  of  July,  1846, 
the  interest  which  had  accrued  on  the  same  was  ^*  242, 129,  making  in 
all  $757,298.  The  first  danger  to  which  this  bequest  was  exposed 
was,  that  it  would  be  expended  upon  a  costly  edi6ce,  the  fate  of  so  many 
similar  bequests.  The  Regents  very  wisely  determined  to  limit  the 
w^hole  expenditure  on  the  building  and  the  grounds  to  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing $250,000,  leaving  the  principal  intact;  and  in  order  that  the  accrued 
interest  might  not  be  exhausted,  it  was  resolved  that  this  expenditure 
should  not  be  made  at  once,  but  in  the  course  of  five  years,  and  that 
in  the  mean  time  the  sum  of  $242,000  should  be  invested  so  as  to  yield 
an  interest  which  might  in  part  serve  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  build- 
ing. The  report  goes  on  to  state,  that  "  after  paying  for  more  than  one 
half  of  the  building,  carrying  on  the  operations  of  the  institution,  col- 
lecting a  library  and  philosophical  apparatus,  the  sum  originally  intrusted 
to  the  Regents  has  only  been  diminished  by  less  than  $  16,000."  So 
judiciously  have  the  finances  of  the  institution  been  managed,  that  there 
is  now  every  prospect  that  at  the  end  of  five  years  tjiere  will  remain  the 
sum  of  $150,000  in  accrued  interest  to  add  to  the  principal. 

Various  schemes  for  appropriating  the  bequest  have  been  proposed. 
Some  were  for  collecting  a  magnificent  library  at  Washington.  Others 
were  in  favor  of  establishing  a  grand  museum  of  objects  of  nature  and 
art.  A  wiser  system  than  either  has  been  adopted,  by  which  a  great 
library  will  gradually  grow  up,  extensive  cabinets  be  formed,  science  be 
advanced  as  well  as  diffused,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  principal  of  the 
donation  remain  undiminished.  Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the 
learned  and  able  Secretary  for  the  energy  with  which  he  has  adhered  to 
this  plan  of  organization. 

Scientific  men  are  generally  poor.  They  cannot  often  afford  the  ex- 
pense of  publishing  the  results  of  their  labors.  The  Smithsonian  insti- 
tution is  ready  to  step  forward  and  give  them  the  necessary  aid,  one  of  its 
leading  objects  being  the  publication  of  memoirs  consisting  of  positive 
additions  to  knowledge.  We  may  mention,  as  an  instance,  that  the  late 
Dr.  Troost,  of  Nashville,  left  an  elaborate  monograph  on  the  Crinoidea 
of  Tennessee,  which  the  institution  has  undertaken  to  publish,  and  which 
the  lamented  author  could  not  have  brought  out  in  a  style  worthy  of 
his  subject.  The  service  in  this  way  rendered  to  science  no  one 
can  calculate. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  institution  to  make  a  collection  of  books,  pamph- 
lets, he,  which  shall  become  a  documentary  history  of  American 
letters,  science  and  art."  The  officers  desire  "  that  the  collections  shall 
be  complete  without  a  single  omission,'^  They  add,  "  we  wish  for  every 
book,  every  pamphlet,  every  printed  or  engraved  production,  however 
apparently  insignificant.  Who  can  tell  what  may  not  be  important  in 
future  centuries  ?" — Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 
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EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Dresden. — On  passing  out  of  Austria,  two  police  officers  were  in  the 
cars,  who  questioned  each  person,  wrote  down  something  in  a  book,  and 
seemed  to  leave  nothing  undone  by  which  each  and  every  one  making  an 
exit  from  his  imperial  majesty's  possessions  might  be  identified  in  all 
coming  years.  In  stepping  over  the  line  into  Saxony,  there  was  another 
examination;  and  on  arriving  at  Dresden,  the  capital,  the  hotel-keeper  de- 
manded the  passport  for  the  police.  A  mo*"e  oppressive,  despotic  and  use- 
less measure  than  this  police  spying  never  could  have  been  invented. 
From  Prague  to  Dresden  the  scenery  is  charming  beyond  description.  One 
beautiful  view  after  another  breaks  in  upon  the  sight,  the  whole  distance. 
The  railroad  runs  nearly  all  the  way  by  the  side  of  the  river  Elbe — a  rapid 
body  of  reddish,  muddy  water,  that  winds  along  through  a  deep  ravine,  on 
either  side  of  which  the  sandstone  fises  to  great  elevations,  in  some  places 
assuming  castellated  forms,  and  wild,  fantastic  shapes  of  bastions,  towers 
and  turrets.  An  active  imagination  might  discover  every  variety  of  archi- 
tectural grandeur  and  beauty  in  their  outlines.  The  whole  extent  of  the 
land  is  tilled  with  the  same  care  that  we  bestow  on  our  gardens — rural 
economy  being  practised  with  great  perfection.  The  only  drawback  is  the 
disgraceful  occupation  of  the  women  in  all  the  laborious  and  filthy  out-of- 
door  pursuits.  Saxony  is  a  ridiculously  small  territory  to  bear  the  high- 
sounding  name  of  a  kingdom.  lis  hereditary  rulers  were  once  satisfied 
with  the  title  of  electors  ;  but  ambition,  and  the  progress  of  legitimacy, 
have  finally  changed  them  into  kings.  Their  portraits  would  seem  to  re- 
veal the  unwelcome  fact  that  they  had  nothing  to  boast  of  in  the  way  of 
intellect,  if  the  face  may  be  taken  as  an  index  of  the  mind.  They  would 
have  made  excellent  shepherds,  and  must  have  been  more  fond  of  the 
society  of  dogs  than  of  men,  since  the  former  figure  largely  on  the  can- 
vass beside  their  masters.  Saxony  has  now  a  population  of  1,700,000 — 
with  a  king,  and  as  inferior  a  looking  man  as  generally  turns  up  in  that 
capacity.  He  is  about  55  years  of  age,  and  childless.  A  standing  army 
is  maintained  that  would  impoverish  a  larger  and  wealthier  country.  Dres- 
den is  a  quiet  inland  city,  with  many  large  sandstone  public  edifices, 
churches,  &c.,  and  a  suitable  proportion  of  palaces.  One  of  the  latter 
contains  a  truly  superb  collection  of  pictures,  some  of  which  are  the  rarest 
in  Europe.  A  collection  of  jewels,  and  works  of  virtu,  also  lodged  in  a 
palace,  quite  overwhelms  one  with  its  endless  variety  of  costly  toys.  It 
is  called  the  Griine  Gewalbo.  Among  its  many  extraordinary  specimens 
of  art,  is  a  model  of  the  Court  of  Delphi — the  Great  Mogul's — made  by  a 
mechanic  of  Dresden,  140  years  ago,  and  for  which  the  Elector  paid 
S58,000  I  Another  choice  specimen  of  the  ingenuity  of  Saxon  artists,  is 
a  cherry-stone  on  which  are  carved  ISO  human  heads  I  A  tea-set  of  crys- 
tal, with  a  tea-pot  thickly  covered  with  diamonds,  makes  a  lady's  eyes 
water.  Another  mechanical  gem  of  incalculable  value,  as  national  pro- 
perty, is  a  golden  ege,  which  contains  one  jewel  within  another,  from  a 
superb  miniature  crown  of  brilliants,  to  a  ring  of  unique  workmanship, 
beauty  and  richness.    A  single  necklace  is  valued  at  SI, 000,000!  There 
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are  six  apartments  in  which  these  royal  baubles  are  displayed,  having 
been  collected  by  the  reigning  I'ainilies.  Six  cases  contain  the  crown 
jewels,  as  beautii'ul  and  expensive  as  any  king  could  desire.  I  have  seen 
those  belonging  to  all  the  sovereigns  in  this  old,  priest-ridden,  king- 
abused  part  of  the  globe,  including  those  of  the  Sultans  of  Turkey,  and 
the  Dresden  show  quite  outshines  them  all.  This  concentrated  wealth — 
this  cabinet  of  useless  riches — must  have  been  purchased  by  the  sweat  of 
the  brow  of  those  who  fed  on  black  bread  that  royalty  might  be  clothed  in 
purple  and  tine  linen. 

A  small  medical  school  has  a  being  here,  and  there  is  a  very  good  and 
somewhat  extensive  civil  hospital.  Several  eminent  medical  men  reside 
in  Dresden,  but  with  names  so  utterly  unpronounceable,"  that  I  am  compel- 
led to  forego  the  pleasure  of  heralding  them  in  my  own  dear  country. 

Leipsic. — Before  arriving  at  Dresden,  it  was  noised  about  that  the  great 
fair,  celebrated  throughout  the  world,  had  just  commenced  at  Leipsic.  As 
soon  as  the  shows  of  Dresden  had  been  finished,  I  diverged  from  the  pro- 
posed line  of  travel,  and  arrived  at  Leipsic  in  the  very  commencement  of 
the  bustle.  There  are  certain  historical  associations  connected  with  this 
city.  But  the  book  trade — the  concentration  of  all  the  literary  and  typo- 
graphical forces  of  Germany,  for  the  sale  of  books  to  the  representatives  of 
all  countries  and  languages,  is  no  everyday  circumstance,  say  those  who 
pretend  to  know  most  about  it.  I  found  cloths  and  cotton  fabrics  in 
quantities  enough  to  give  every  man  on  the  continent  two  coats  a-piece, 
and  all  the  females  shawls  and  other  articles  of  clothing  in  the  same  gen- 
erous ratio.  Leipsic  is  far  more  of  a  city  than  had  been  anticipated.  Its 
population  is  not  much  short  of  80,000;  but  during  the  fair  the  streets  are 
excessively  crowded,  and  the  hotel  keepers  quarter  their  patrons  all  over 
the  neighborhood.  The  new  town  has  wide  and  well-made  streets,  on 
which  the  tine  dwellings  and  gardens  exhibit  the  taste  and  opulence  of  the 
proprietors.  Every  shop  and  wholesale  magazine  was  filled  with  woolen 
and  other  staple  manufactures  of  the  country  ;  arches  under  blocks,  and 
long  dark  alleys,  were  literally  stufled  with  goods.  On  either  side  of  the 
business  streets,  small  wooden  buildings,  perhaps  averaging  ten  feet 
square,  were  filled  with  every  conceivable  thing  that  men,  women  or 
children  need  or  desire,  and  square  after  square  was  covered  with  the 
same  temporary  stores,  in  which  an  active  business  was  transacted.  A 
Leipsic  fair  is  certainly  an  animated,  exciting  scene  for  the  contemplation 
of  a  stranger. 


Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Orgaiis. — A  new  and  meritorious  volume,  of 
726  octavo  pages,  illustrated  by  106  engravings,  and  of  which  that  inde- 
fatigable man,  S.  D.  Gross,  M.D  ,  Professor  of  Surtrery  in  the  University 
of  Louisville,  is  author,  has  just  left  the  press  of  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blan- 
chard,  Philadelphia.  By  staling  the  f\ict  that  this  is  a  book  of  reference, 
that  will  hereafter  be  a  practical  cuide,  and  may  be  considered  as  good 
authority,  and  that  Dr.  Gross  has  opened  a  chart  to  direct  us  in  a  difficult 
and  obscure  region,  it  is  believed  that  those  who  have  at  heart  the  charac- 
ter and  usefulness  of  medical  and  surgical  science,  w'ill  be  induced  to  read 
for  themselves.  The  title  runs  thus — "A  practical  treatise  on  the  diseases 
and  injuries  of  the  urinary  bladder,  the  prostate  gland,  and  the  urethra." 
The  industrious  author  feels  no  necessity  for  apologizing  to  any  body  be- 
cause he  has  accomplished  this  laborious  enterprise,  the  best  thing  that 


504 


Medical  Intelligence, 


has  yet  come  from  his  pen.  As  one  reason  for  undertaking  it,  he  says : 
"For  many  years  1  have  myself  felt  the  want  of  just  such  a  book,  or  at 
any  rate,  one  very  much  like  it."  This  want  has  doubtless  been  felt  by 
many,  and  to  it  we  are  indebted  for  a  work  that  is  ordained  to  a  high  des- 
tiny.   It  may  be  found  in  Boston  at  Ticknor  &  Co.'s. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  Neio  Orltans. — There  are  several  decidedly 
learned  genllemen  in  the  medical  ranks,  residing  at  New  Orleans,  who 
frequently  agitate  great  subjects,  and,  what  is  equally  gratifying,  discuss 
them  in  such  a  maimer  as  to  shed  a  lustre  on  the  brotherhood  to  which 
they  belong.  J.  C.  Simonds,  M.D.,  of  that  city,  in  the  essay  before  us, 
evinces  a  characteristic  spirit  of  originality  and  a  capacity  for  research 
that  will  produce  beneficial  results. 


Hindu  System  of  Medicine. — Through  the  kind  attentions  of  a  native 
physician  residing  at  Calcutta,  we  have  received  a  gratifying  parcel  of 
books,  that  are  of  peculiar  value  in  pursuing  medical  researches  into  the 
history  and  present  native  and  acqui>red  medical  practice  in  India.  Among 
the  volumes  are  those  entitled.  Commentary  on  the  Hindu  system  of  Me- 
dicine ;  Antiquity  of  Hindu  Medicine;  the  Bengal  Pharmacopoeia;  Notes 
of  Lectures  on  Natural  Philosophy,  by  the  celebrated  Prof.  O'Shaugh- 
nessy  ;  Pathologia  Indica  ;  together  with  two  octavos  on  Specimens  of  the 
Hindu  Theatre,  which  are  by  no  means  unwelcome,  since  they  illustrate 
the  practical  genius  and  literature  of  past  ages,  in  a  country  where  all  that 
is  purely  native  is  dying  out,  as  a  new  race  of  men  secure  the  subjuga- 
tion of  the  country.  Dr.  Rajmeder  Dall  will  please  accept  our  grateful 
thanks.  The  curiosities  of  literature  are  quite  as  striking  in  these  works, 
as  in  those  collected  by  D'Israeli. 


Dr.  Barton  on  Meteorology. — Our  respected  neighbor  and  friend,  Dr.  W. 
W.  Morland,  of  this  city,  now  rusticating  among  the  hills  of  Berkshire  for 
the  restoration  of  his  health,  has  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  E.  H.  Barton, 
of  New  Orleans,  whose  learned  pamphlet  was  noticed  last  week  in  the 
Journal.  Dr.  M.  has  kindly  permitted  us  to  read  the  letter,  and  a  little  of 
it  we  may  be  pardoned  for  extracting.  Should  Dr.  Barton  visit  Boston, 
he  will  find  his  old  acquaintance,  the  editor,  again  at  the  desk. 

"  There  are  a  few  points  in  this  report  to  which  I  wish  to  invite  the  at- 
tention of  the  profession.  In  the  minute  meteorological  calculations  I 
have  made,  and  particularly  in  relation  to  the  dew-point,  some  important 
results  are,  I  think,  fairly  deducible.  In  the  table  '  B — hygrometry  of 
each  wind  '  (which,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  never  yet  been  done  in  America), 
you  will  observe  how  uniformly  the  air  is  moist  when  there  is  no  wind 
at  all  !  (excuse  the  bull).  You  are  well  aware  this  still,  stagnant,  '  calm  ' 
atmosphere  is  peculiar  to  secluded  spots,  positions  which  the  winds  cannot 
reach — as  deep  vallies  and  gorges  not  susceptible  to  aerial  fluctuations — 
to  cellars  and  back  yards,  and  some  houses — and  to  some  dry  ravines  and 
extensive  gullies  in  our  southern  States.  In  these  there  is  a  damp  air  and 
high  dew-point.  In  the  first,  goitre  reigns  (to  account  for  which  has  puz- 
zled the  profession  for  ages)  ;  in  the  last,  disease  is  particularly  rife  and 
fatal — and  we  well  know  how  injurious  the  others  are  to  health,  and  partic- 
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ularly  cellars.  It  is  a  beautiful  fact  to  bring  at  once  all  these  obscure  causes 
under  the  dominion  of  science ;  and,  like  Davy  with  his  safety  lamp  in 
hand,  to  enter  with  the  hygrometer  into  all  doubtful  places,  as  you  would 
descend  with  a  lighted  candle  into  a  well  !  Don't  think  me  extravagant 
— but  reflect  how  much  advantage  it  is  to  true  science  to  plant  its  ^cer- 
tainties' on  the  platform,  and  to  get  rid  of  those  speculations  that  have 
ever  been  its  bane,  and  have  been  the  nursery  of  quackery  and  imposture. 

"  If  these  remarks  are  correct,  they  will  equally  apply  to  the  observations 
on  acclimation.  I  have  endeavored  to  show  to  what  extent  our  positive 
knowledge  goes.  It  is  very  important,  and  it  is  high  time  we  had  some 
certainties  upon  the  subject.  Am  I  to  be  sustained  by  the  profession  in 
these  views  ?  or  am  I  to  be  martyred  for  my  daring  innovations  ?  Time 
will  tell." 


Maclise's  Surgical  Anatomy. — Part  IV.,  with  many  colored  plates,  in 
which  the  character  of  the  work  is  fully  sustained,  is  ready  for  the  profes- 
sion. Had  we  not  already  spoken  in  a  decided  tone  of  approval,  it  would 
be  a  bounden  duty  to  do  so  now,  in  consideration  of  the  energy  and  accu- 
racy with  which  the  enterprise  is  conducted  by  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard, 
the  Philadelphia  publishers. 


Infinitesimal  Doses. — Wm.  W.  Rodman,  M.D.,  of  Conn.,  is  the  author 
of  a  pamphlet  called — "  Aii  Examination  of  the  Evidence  in  regard  to 
Infinitesimal  Doses,'"  which  may  have  much  truth  in  a  nutshell,  or  none 
at  all — a  point  to  be  determined  after  it  has  been  read.  We  are  endeavor- 
ing to  overtake  vi/hatever  has  been  put  upon  the  course,  during  a  long  ab- 
sence, and  this  production  of  Dr.  Rodman  will  in  its  turn  come  up  for  an 
appropriate  share  of  attention. 


Annual  Medical  Lectures. — Active  preparations  are  making  for  a  return 
to  one  annual  branch  of  business  in  this  country,  which  may  be  consider- 
ed either  in  the  light  of  an  industrial  pursuit,  or  a  matter  of  professional 
and  public  interest.  In  the  first  view,  with  our  extraordinary  facilities  for 
multiplying  medical  practitioners,  we  fairly  outstretch  and  outstrip  all 
other  people  in  the  rapidity  with  which  the  raw  material  in  some  places 
is  manufactured  into  full-fledged  veritable  doctors  of  medicine,  ail  but 
smothered  under  a  load  of  chartered  honors.  On  the  other  hand, 
although  in  the  multitude  of  counsellors  there  is  safety,  it  is  becoming  a 
grave  question,  whether  the  immense  numbers  of  medical  graduates  turned 
off  yearly,  are  really  as  fit  for  service  as  they  and  their  immediate  friends 
may  suppose.  In  view  of  the  school  operations  about  being  resumed  for 
the  season,  it  cannot  be  thought  disrespectful  to  state  the  fact,  that  the 
people  hold  in  higher  estimation  the  college  that  graduates  but  a  few, 
carefully  instructed,  well-bred  students,  than  they  do  another  distinguish- 
ed particularly  and  chiefly  for  the  numbers  let  loose  upon  the  world. 
No  well-organized  school  of  medicine  need  be  discouraged  because  its 
list  of  matriculants  is  small,  compared  wiih  a  neighboring  institution.  It 
is  far  more  honorable  to  do  well  by  the  few,  than  to  slight  hundreds  for  the 
sake  of  making  a  brilliant  impression.  There  are  excellent  teachers  in 
all  the  various  medical  colleges  of  the  Union,  unhappily  and  unfortunately 
too,  in  some  cases,  linked  in  their  destiny  with  professorial  associates, 
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wholly  out  of  place  in  their  chairs  of  dignity.  While  some  are  suns  of 
systems,  honored  and  respected  for  their  genius  and  elevated  attainments, 
others,  put  by  the  si-de  of  them,  by  the  force  of  family,  and  sometimes  by 
the  magic  influence  of  their  own  property,  are  mere  dead  weights — the 
Jonahs  of  the  ship — and  internal  broils  and  a  feeble  influence  very  natu- 
rally follow.  The  buying  in  of  a  professorship,  believed  to  be  practised, 
yet  so  conducted  that  an  outward  air  of  profound  deliberation  is  spread 
over  the  transaction,  as  though  the  trustees  had  been  ransacking  Christen- 
dom to  discover  a  concentration  of  qualifications  in  the  individual  whom 
they  have  called  to  a  vacant  chair,  should  be  discountenanced,  and  if  pos- 
sible, forbidden  by  acts  of  legislation.  It  is  of  as  much  consequence  to 
have  purity  in  the  organization  of  a  board  of  faculty,  as  at  the  ballot  box 
in  political  elections.  Till  that  only  true  test  of  personal  qualifications, 
the  concours,  is  adopted  in  this  country,  there  will  always  be  men  in  the 
various  medical  schools  who  ought  not  to  be  there.  Age  is  adding  to  our 
experience,  and  it  is  delightful  to  hope  and  believe  that  an  improvement  is 
being  eflfected  through  the  paternal  solicitude  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  that  will  in  the  end  stop  the  creation  of  any  more  colleges  on 
the  outskirts  of  civilization,  while  the  internal  administration  of  those 
already  scattered  through  the  land,  is  improving  in  character,  resources 
and  usefulness. 


School  of  Design. — Several  gentlemen  of  the  medical  profession,  with 
others  in  Boston,  distinguished  for  their  philanthropic  efforts,  have  a  de- 
sire to  organize  a  school  in  which  females  may  learn  to  engrave,  to  draw, 
model  and  design.  The  plan  is  excellent,  and  we  doubt  not  will  have  the 
entire  confidence  and  sustaining  influence  of  the  community.  Institutions 
of  this  kind  are  nurtured  with  care  in  Europe,  to  the  great  benefit  of  indi- 
viduals who  are  taught  in  them.  It  opens  a  new  way  for  the  profitable 
employment  of  females,  in  a  sphere  in  which  they  can  exercise  their  ge- 
nius— thus  benefiting  themselves  and  contributing  to  the  advancement  of 
society.  Female  labor,  of  the  ordinary  kind,  is  over  done — there  are 
more  applicants  than  can  be  employed,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  A  school 
of  this  kind  is  therefore  needed.  From  a  close  observation  of  the  present 
condition  of  females  is  different  countries,  we  are  convinced  they  have  a 
harder  destiny  than  men.  Whatever  we  can  do,  therefore,  for  those  who 
are  the  most  dependent,  should  be  cheerfully  performed,  since  the  prospe- 
rity, moral  elevation  and  character  of  a  nation,  essentially  depend  on  the 
social  position  of  woman. 


Country  Surgery. — The  following  catalogue  of  surgical  operations,  oc- 
curring near  together,  give  an  idea  of  the  kind  and  character  of  the  sur- 
gery which  fiills  to  the  care  of  operators  in  the  interior  of  this  great  coun- 
try. Dr.  Amasa  Trowbridge,  of  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  may  not  only  be  con- 
sidered an  extensive,  but  a  skilful,  practitioner  : — 

*'  A  tumor,  of  a  fibrous  character,  was  removed  on  the  19th  ult.  from  a 
child  of  James  Seininger.  1  year  old,  situated  upon  its  left  side  and 
shoulder-blade,  measuring  in  circumference  at  its  base  twenty-one  inches, 
and  eleven  in  height — an  unheard-of  formation  on  so  young  a  subject. 
Its  growth  commenced  when  the  child  was  two  months  old,  and  increased 
rapidly  to  this  enormous  size. 

The  operation,  with  its  extensive  dissections,  occupied  less  than  three 
minutes. 
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*'  The  prospect  of  entire  recovery  is  favorable. 

"On  the  16th  ult.,  William  Nicol,  of  Hammond  4  Corners,  St.  Law- 
rence Co.,  suffered  the  operation  paracentesis  thoracis — opening  between 
the  ribs  to  the  left  lobe  of  the  lungs  ;  by  which  five  pounds  and  two  ounces 
of  purulent  matter  was  discharged.  He  was  in  a  dying  condition  from 
the  effects  of  pleurisy ;  he  is  now  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery. 

"A  few  months  previous    Brown,  aged  15  years,  in  the  same 

place,  and  same  cause,  suffered  a  similar  operation,  and  a  discharge  of  five 
pounds  of  fluid  accumulated  on  the  left  lobe  of  the  lungs,  followed  with 
recovery  in  a  few  weeks." 


Pennsylvania  College. — The  Faculty  of  the  College  have  acquired  a 
good  reputation,  and  there  was  a  long  catalogue  of  pupils  the  last  season. 
Ample  provision  is  made  for  anatomical  pursuits,  an  essential  study,  with- 
out a  knowledge  of  which,  no  one  should  be  permitted  to  prescribe  for  the 
sick,  or  cut  upon  a  living  body. 


Laics  against  Bloodlettirig. — This  is  not  only  an  age  of  common  sense, 
but  also  of  much  that  is  uncommon.  A  man  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
Wm.  Turner,  M.D.,  as  has  already  been  mentioned  in  the  Journal,  actu- 
ally petitioned  the  assembly  for  a  law  to  make  the  use  of  the  lancet  a  penal 
offence!  This  extraordinary  petition  was  turned  over  to  the  committee  of 
medical  societies  and  colleges,  of  which  Dr.  Franklin  Tuthill  was  chair- 
man. The  report  which  has  been  made  upon  it  is  a  learned  inquiry  into 
the  value  of  venesection,  independently  of  the  medical  history  of  blood- 
letting as  a  remed}^  and  is  honorable  to  the  writer  as  a  scholar,  and  a  pa- 
tient, industrious  inquirer  after  truth.  The  sapient  petitioner,  who  proba- 
bly was  made  a  scape-goat  for  the  indiscretion  of  others,  accompanied  his 
earnest  request  to  the  legislature  with  a  copy  of  the  "  Fallacies  of  the  Fa- 
culty," by  one  Dr.  Samuel  Dickson,  of  London  notoriety,  containing  argu- 
ments against  venesection,  "  which  have  been  before  the  public  fifteen 
years,  and  which  the  profession  have  not  so  much  as  even  attempted  to 
refute."  The  committee  presented  a  resolve,  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner ought  not  to  be  granted.  This  was  the  inevitable  result  they  must 
have  come  to ;  for  what  on  earth  has  a  legislative  body  to  do  with  the 
remedies  that  may  or  may  not  be  prescribed  by  intelligent  physicians  ? 
But  one  of  their  number,  John  L.  Perry,  has  appended  to  the  report  an 
extract  from  M.  Dionis,  which  he  recommends  to  the  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  public.  It  is  about  as  important,  in  regard  to  venesection,  as 
the  old  saying  among  us  respecting  shell-fish,  that  they  were  unsuitable 
for  food  in  any  month  in  the  year  that  had  not  an  r  in  it  ! 


Appointments  in  Medical  Colleges. — Dr.  Elisha  Bartlett  has  been  ap- 
pointed Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica,  in  place  of  the  late  Prof.  Beck,  in  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. — Prof.  B.  R.  Palmer,  of 
Woodstock,  Vt.,  has  been  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Anatomy  in  Buffalo 
Medical  College,  vacated  by  Prof.  Webster.  Prof.  C.  B.  Coventry  has 
been  appointed  Emeritus  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence in  the  same  College. — Dr.  McPheeters  has  been  transferred  to  the 
chair  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  made  vacant  by  the  resignation 
of  Dr.  Reyburn  ;  Dr.  Willis  G.  Edwards  to  the  chair  of  Clinical  Medicine 
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and  Pathological  Anatomy ;  and  Dr.  Charles  W.  Stevens  elected  to  the 
chair  of  General  and  Descriptive  Anatomy,  in  St.  Louis  University. — Dr. 
Carnochan  has  been  appointed  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  place  of  Dr.  A.  L.  Cox, 
resigned,  in  the  New  York  Medical  College. 


Dr.  Dow's  Library. — The  late  Dr.  V.  M.  Dow,  of  New  Haven,  whose 
death  w^as  lately  announced  in  this  Journal,  bequeathed  his  large  and  val- 
uable library  to  the  Connecticut  Hospital,  an  institution  of  which  he  had 
been  one  of  the  most  active  and  generous  supporters. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  young  lady  in  Cincinnati  has  been  in  the  habit 
of  twisting  and  tying  her  hair  so  tightly  that  the  scalp  had  become  parted 
from  the  skull,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  open  the  scalp  to  remove  the 
matter  which  had  accumulated  beneath. — Dr.  Barret,  of  Middletown,  Ct., 
has  discovered  in  the  Portland  quarry,  what  he  considers  a  distinctly  mark- 
ed print  or  impression  and  cast  of  a  kangaroo. — One  third  of  the  deaths  in 
London,  according  to  the  Spectator  of  June  28th,  are  ascribable  to  diseases 
of  the  chest. — In  New  York,  the  fees  of  the  coroner  for  the  quarter  ending 
June  30th,  amounted  to  S3, 062  93J.  ^  He  is  allowed,  by  law,  $5  for  every 
inquest. — Dr.  Woodward,  of  Belvidere,  Boone  county,  111.,  has  been 
arrested  for  causing  the  death  of  a  girl  named  Ellen  Slade,  by  procuring 
abortion. — Dr.  G.  A.  Perkins  has  received  the  appointment  of  Physician  to 
the  Almshouse  at  Salem,  Mass.,  in  place  of  Dr.  G.  C.  S.  Choate,  resigned. 
— Dr.  Walker  has  been  elected  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Institution 
for  the  Insane,  South  Boston,  in  place  of  Dr.  Stedman,  resigned. — An 
oration  before  the  Si^ma  Phi  Society,  of  Hamilton  College,  commence- 
ment day,  was  by  Dr.  M.  L.  R.  P.  Thompson. — Dr.  Thomas  Hunt,  of 
New  Orleans,  is  reported  to  have  killed  a  gentleman  in  a  recent  duel. — 
Dr.  Alexander  Vandoni,  a  physician  of  eminence,  was  recently  murdered 
in  Germany. — A  negress,  the  property  of  Dr.  Holland,  of  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  died  at  the  age  of  116,  July  4th. — Dr.  W.  Wright  was  killed,  in 
Knox  Co.,  Tenn.,  by  a  slave  whom  he  was  correcting. — Dr.  Crosby,  a 
dentist,  of  New  Haven  Conn.,  is  the  inventor  of  a  curious  machine  for 
sticking  pins  on  papers. — Dr.  Charles  Jewett  has  been  engaged  to  lecture 
upon  temperance  in  Maine  for  some  months. 


Subscribers  who  have  been  in  want  of  Nos.  16  and  18  of  Vol.  35,  of  this  Journal,  are  informed 
that  those  numbers  have  been  reprinted,  and  can  now  be  supplied. 

An  extra  sheet  of  4  pages  will  be  found  included  in  this  number  of  the  Journal. 


Married,— At  New  York,  Alfred  Morrison,  M.D.,  to  Miss  H.  E.  Bartholomew. 

Died, — At  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Spencer  Sergeant,  of  late  one  of  the  resident  physicians  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital. — At  Mt.  Vernon,  of  cholera,  Dr.  Byforth. — At  Aintab,  in  Syria,  Rev, 
Azariah  Smith,  M.D.,  missionary  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  to  the  Armenians,  Si. 


Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Saturday  noon,  July  19th,  70. — Males,  37 — females,  33. 
Accidental,  1 — disease  of  bowels,  3 — inflammation  of  bowels,  7— disease  of  the  brain,  1 — con- 
sumption, 16 — convulsions,  6 — cholera  morbus,  2 — colic,  1 — dysentery,  3 — diarrhoea,  1 — dropsy  of 
the  brain,  3 — drowned,  1 — epilepsy,  1 — typhus  fever.  2 — lung  fever,  2 — rheumatic  fever,  1 — brain 
fever,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — inflammalion,  1 — infantile,  2 — inflammation  of  the  lungs.  1  — 
congestion  of  the  lungs,  1 — marasmus,  1 — measles,  I  — old  age,  1 — disease  of  the  spine,  2 — small- 
pox, 2 — suicide,  1 — teething,  4. 

Under  5  years,  30— between  5  and  20  years,  6— between  20  and  40  years,  27— between  40 
and  60  years,  4 — over  60  years,  3.    Americans,  22  5  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  48. 

The  above  includes  9  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 
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MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY  IN  MEXICO. 

LETTER  EROM  PROF.  HUDSON,  OF  IOWA. 

From  Dr.  Hegewisch,  who  had  resided  in  Vera  Cruz  for  three  years, 
I  obtained  a  few  facts  concerning  the  medical  profession  and  institutions 
of  the  RepubHc.  I  regret  that  circunnstances  have  so  conspired  as  to 
prevent  my  visiting  these  institutions.  Dr.  Hegewisch  is  a  German,  who 
came  to  Oaxaca  many  years  ago  as  physician  to  an  English  mining  com- 
pany. He  is  a  fine-looking  man,  with  an  open  frank  countenance,  and 
is  very  much  of  a  gentleman.  He  stands  high  in  his  profession.  Him- 
self, with  two  medical  brethren,  were  the  founders  of  the  medical  col- 
lege at  the  city  of  Mexico,  which  went  into  existence  in  1838  under  the 
patronage  of  the  State.  The  departments  were,  and  still  are,  divided 
up  into  eight  or  ten  in  number.  The  salary  of  each  professor  was  stipu- 
lated at  ^1200  a  year,  and  students  were  educated  free  of  charge. 
Their  annual  number  of  students  averaged  from  forty  to  sixty.  In 
1840,  when  the  French  were  expelled  from  the  country,  the  professors 
were,  without  cause  or  provocation,  summarily  ejected  from  their  places, 
and  the  chairs  re-filled  by  Mexican  teachers  ;  leaving  the  honorable 
founders,  their  unpaid  and  w^ell-earned  salaries  unprovided  for.  This 
characteristic  perfidy  w^as  not  surprising,  though  it  was  unlooked  for. 

There  is  a  university  with  a  medical  department  of  respectability  in 
Gaudalaxara,  a  medical  college  at  Pueblo,  one  at  Morelia,  one  at  Oaxaco, 
making  five  in  all.  The  three  latter  are  institutions  of  no  merit  or  re- 
spectability. They  maintain  only  three  or  four  chairs  in  each.  Dr. 
Hegewisch  occupied  the  chair  of  Surgery  in  the  school  at  the  city  of 
Mexico,  and  lectured  four  times  a-week.  During  this  time,  himself  and 
associates  conducted  and  published  a  medical  journal  ;  but  it  is  now 
abandoned,  and  there  is  none  in  existence  in  the  whole  Republic. 

The  P^aculty  embraced  the  physiological  doctrine  of  the  humoral 
pathologists  of  the  French  school  ;  and  no  disease  illustrates  so  forcibly 
to  the  mind  of  Dr.  H.  this  interesting  doctrine  (of  Broussais  ?)  as  that 
Protean  malady  of  this  latitude,  the  vomito.  The  disease  is  now  pre- 
vailing in  Vera  Cruz,  but  at  present  more  mild  than  fatal.  The  rapid 
change  the  blood  undergoes  during  its  invasion  and  progress,  is  strikingly 
palpable,  although  the  sequences  are  by  no  means  so  uniform  as  this 
change,  nor  so  uniform  as  the  mode  of  attack.  Violent  pain  in  the  head 
26 
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is  a  never-failing  symptom,  and  appears  at  the  onset,  often  located  over 
one  or  both  eyes,  and  reaching  deep  behind  the  orbit.  Injected  eyes, 
and  icteroded  conjunctivce,  are  constant  symptoms.  Pain  along  the  spine, 
heaviness  and  aching  pains  throughout  the  limbs,  sometimes  yawning, 
and  sometimes  a  chill.  Tongue  soon  coated  with  a  white  clammy 
coat,  followed  by  a  perturbed  stomach,  and  then  vomiting.  The  exten- 
sive and  dreadful  change  in  the  blood  is  now  most  markedly  seen.  "  It 
becomes  fluid.  The  serum  is  increased  in  quantity,  and  the  fibrin  di- 
minished. Its  plasticity  seems  suddenly  gone.  A  general  haemorrhagic 
tendency  and  extravasations  do  not  always  accompany  the  malady  ;  but 
the  strength  of  the  perverse  action  centres  about  the  liver,  blocks  up  the 
natural  outlets  of  this  gland,  without  arresting  its  secreting  function, 
when  the  overflow  of  bile  into  the  surAice  tissues,  marks  as  plain  an 
icteroded  condition,  as  when  sanguineous  extravasations  predominate. 
The  first  day,  the  pulse  is  upwards  of  100,  and  the  febrile  stage  is  most 
active.  Towards  the  termination  of  the  case,  the  pulse  sinks  to  40 
beats  the  minute,  the  patient  becomes  quiet  and  easy,  and  feels  confident 
of  recovery.  But  this  respite  or  apparent  amendment  is  often  delusive, 
the  pulse  soon  fails  in  the  fatal  cases  and  becomes  imperceptible,  the  pa- 
tient grows  weaker,  the  vital  forces  flag,  and  life  passes  away  as  silently 
as  a  burnino;  wick  is  extini^uished  for  lack  of  oil. 

The  un familiarized  physician  stands  amazed  at  the  novelty  of  this 
mode  of  death,  and  confounded  at  the  subtlety  of  those  causes  which 
produced  it.  His  inquiring  thoughts  in  vain  ask,  from  whence  came  the 
force  of  that  fatal  influence  whose  power  his  skill  could  not  avert,  and 
whose  march  leaves  behind  so  few  tangible  evidences  of  its  nature. 

The  vomito,  like  the  yellow  fever,  does  not  attack  the  natives  of  Vera 
Cruz,  but  those  who  come  only  a  few  leagues  from  the  interior  are  fre- 
quently seized  with  it  ;  yet  it  is  not  confined  to  the  locality,  nor  to  the 
summer  and  rainy  season  of  the  year,  but  often  prevails  with  great 
mortality  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  along  the  coast,  and  during  the 
spring,  fall  and  winter  months.  According  to  the  observations  of  Prof. 
Hegewisch,  it  follows  the  emigration  of  foreigners,  and  is  more  especially 
obnoxious  to  them  when  living  in  societies  or  companies,  than  when  the 
stranger  is  by  himself. 

The  identity  of  this  disease  with  yellow  fever  is  so  close  as  to  render 
a  distinction  between  them  useless,  and  the  task,  when  completed,  a 
meaningless  piece  of  refinement.  Dr.  Hegewisch  confesses  his  inability 
o  point  out  a  difl^erence  worth  the  name  of  distinction.  The  symptoms 
and  mode  of  invasion  are  almost  precisely  the  same  ;  each  receives  the 
same  treatment.  1  am  not  familiar,  from  observation,  with  the  patho- 
logical lesions  observed  in  either  case. 

General  and  local  abstraction  of  blood  ;  oil,  blisters,  sinapisms,  and 
sudorifics,  constitute  .the  chief  means  of  treatment.  Some  cases  last 
but  a  few  hours,  others  continue  several  days. 

The  Mexicans  offer  as  little  encouragement  to  foreign  practitioners 
of  medicine  as  any  other  calling.  They  are  not  admitted  to  examina- 
tion until  they  have  resided  in  the  Republic  twelve  months,  and  then 
paying  upwards  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  license.    During  the 
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last  Congress,  a  law  was  agitated  which  compelled  foreigners  to  reside 
two  years  in  the  country  before  they  could  be  admitted  to  examination. 

Western  Medico- Chirurgical  Journal. 


MOUNTAIN    AND   MALARIOUS  FEVERS  PRODUCED   m  THE  SAME 

CAUSE. 

EY  IRA  E.   OATMAN,  M.D.,   OF  DUNDEE,  ILL. 

In  passing  over  one  thousand  miles  of  the  vast  plains  towards  the  Pa- 
cific, the  earlier  emigrants  of  1849  enjoyed  great  freedom  from  fevers. 
But  while  going  through  the  South  Pass  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  some 
of  them  experienced  great  dyspnoea,  which  was  increased  by  exercise. 
The  altitude  was  8500  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  This  dyspnoea 
so  resembled  that  1  had  observed  in  congestive  fevers  in  Illinois,  where 
the  lungs  were  chiefly  affected,  that  I  was  induced  to  inquire  if  they 
were  produced  by  the  same  cause.  We  began  to  descend  the  same 
day,  and  were  in  lower  altitude  ;  but  still  several  thousand  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea.  Within  a  few  days  (I  lost  my  journal),  one  fourth 
of  our  company  were  taken  with  what  is  called  the  "  mountain  fever." 

They  were  attacked  with  depression  of  spirits,  languor  and  debility, 
with  extreme  aching  in  the  forehead  and  lumbar  region  of  the  back, 
thirst,  coldness  and  numbness  of  the  extremities,  and  slight  chills.  These 
were  followed  by  an  increase  of  thirst  and  pain,  with  febrile  re-action — 
generally  high,  and  in  some  cases  delirium.  If  not  energetically  treated, 
the  remission  was  very  light  in  the  morning.  The  cases  yielded,  in 
from  one  to  three  days,  to  six  or  eight  grains  of  sulph.  quinine  and 
one  fourth  to  one  third  of  a  grain  of  sulph.  morphine  three  or  four  times 
a-day,  after  a  mercurial  cathartic.  The  convalescence  was  as  rapid  as 
is  usual  in  this  country  after  such  fevers. 

Fat  bacon  and  coffee  had  been  the. staple  articles  of  food,  since  we  left 
home  ;  and  such  was  our  mode  of  life  that  we  partook  of  them  in  no 
sparing  quantities.  These  being  highly  carbonaceous  articles,  and  the 
weather  rather  warm,  there  was  evidently  an  accumulation  of  carbon  in 
the  system.  While  the  same  quantities  were  still  ingested,  we  ascended 
to  an  altitude  (8,500  feet)  where  the  atmosphere  was  so  rare,  that,  with 
deep  and  frequent  inspirations,  there  was  not  sufficient  oxygen  taken 
into  the  circulation  to  maintain  the  vital  actions  during  active  exercise. 
Hence  the  dyspnoea  and  sense  of  impending  suffocation.  The  carbon, 
not  meeting  with  the  proper  elements  with  which  to  combine,  could  not 
be  eliminated  from  the  system  through  the  natural  avenues.  Conse- 
quently, a  vast  accumulation  would  take  place  in  a  short  time.  The 
coldness  of  the  nights  in  this  altitude,  checking  the  insensible  perspira- 
tion, would  produce  a  pathological  state  of  the  blood,  which  would  de- 
range, consecutively,  the  functions  of  the  liver,  kidneys,  &c.,  through 
which  the  carbon  is  eliminated.  The  blood,  now  loaded  with  carbon, 
and  imperfectly  haematized  ;  failing  thereby  to  stimulate  the  cerebral  and 
nervous  functions,  that  state  of  depression  and  languor  would  follow 
which  results  in  chills  and  all  the  phenomena  of  fever. 
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Here  the  country  was  dry  and  the  air  salubrious ;  and  to  the  closest 
observer,  there  was  no  local  cause  of  disease.  Yet  here  only  did  we 
suffer  from  fevers  ;  and  here  only  did  we  see  the  graves  of  former  emi- 
grants. It  seemed  I'easonable  to  attribute  these  fevers  to  an  excess  of 
carbon  in  the  system  ;  there  being  no  other  appreciable  cause. 

Let  us  now  examine  if  fevers  called  malarious  are  produced  by  the 
same  cause.  Epidemics  of  these  fevers  occur  after  protracted  heat  and 
drought  in  marshy  and  alluvial  localities  ;  and,  according  to  Dr.  Fergu- 
son and  others,  in  the  dried-up  beds  of  streams,  and  where  absorbing 
surfaces  had  been  flooded  and  had  become  dry.  The  invariable  condi- 
tions of  protracted  heat  and  drought,  would  so  rarefy  the  air,  that  the 
carbon  not  meeting  oxygen  in  adequate  proportions  for  combination, 
would  accumulate  in  the  system  ;  and  if  the  diet  used  was  carbona- 
ceous (and  soldiers  generally  use  such),  the  quantities  would  be  increased. 
If  these  conditions  obtained  where  there  was  vegetable  matter  in  an  ad- 
vanced stage  of  decomposition,  as  is  usually  the  case  where  these  dis- 
eases prevail,  then,  through  the  lungs,  would  large  additions  be  made 
to  the  already  excessive  quantity  of  carbon  in  the  system.  Jn  the 
"  dried-up  beds  of  streams,"  arid  where  "  absorbing  surAices  "  had  been 
flooded,  and  had  become  dry,  we  would  expect  to  find  the  remains  of 
decaying  vegetable  matter  largely  in  the  former  case,  and  to  some  extent 
in  the  latter,  although  not  perceptible,  perhaps,  to  the  eye.  But  if  not 
as  alleged,  there  were  the  invariable  conditions  of  protracted  heat  and 
drought,  or  a  high  altitude,  and  probably  carbonaceous  diet,  which  would 
produce  the  same  pathological  condition  of  the  fluids.  The  California 
emigrants  above  referred  to,  had  neither  drought  nor  considerable  heat ; 
nor  yet  were  they  exposed  to  alluvial  lands  made  bare,  or  grounds  an- 
nually flooded,  and  now  dry  and  absorbing,  with  the  "  vegetation  utterly 
burned  up."  And  yet  they  had  all  the  phenomena  of  endemic  mala- 
rious fever,  which  was  answerable  to  the  same  treatment. 

This  being  the  true  aetiology  of  these  diseases,  we  may  better  under- 
stand the  modus  operandi  of  venesection,  practised  for  the  cure  of  in- 
termittents  in  the  cold  stage — how  quinine,  and  morphia,  and  even  active 
stimulants,  remove  all  the  phenomena  of  fever,  by  equalizing  the  circu- 
lation, quieting  nervous  irritability,  promoting  perspiration,  and  the  se- 
cretions of  the  liver,  kidneys,  he.  And  how  the  recuperative  powers 
of  the  system  are  exerted  to  free  the  blood  from  the  surplus  carbon,  by 
increasing  the  fullness  and  frequency  of  the  respiration,  by  the  vigorous 
circulation,  &ic.,  in  fever;  making  powerful  (^though  sometimes  abortive) 
efforts  to  excite  all  the  organs  to  vigorous  action,  through  which  the 
carbon  is  eliminated  from  the  body.  Or  if  there  is  a  relative  deficiency 
of  nitrogen  in  the  cerebrum  and  nervous  system,  how  that  is  supplied 
by  quinia,  and  other  nitrogenized  substances. 

Having  seen  no  very  satisfactory  theory  of  the  chemical  nature  of  this 
indefinable  agent  we  call  malaria,  I  submit  the  results  of  my  observations, 
hoping  that  they  may,  at  least,  throw  some  light  upon  the  further  eluci- 
dation of  this  subject,  which  has  so  long  been  a  desideratum  in  medicine. 
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ATTEMPTED  MURDER  BY  ARSENIC— EVIDENCE  FROM  THE  ACTION 
OF  THE  POISON  ON  ANIMALS. 

Kerry  Assizes.  Tralee,  Saturday,  March  15,  1851.  Before  Judge 
Ball. — Dennis  Healy,  38,  was  charged  with  feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of 
malice  aforethought,  administering  arsenic  to  Catherine  Healy,  his  wife, 
with  intent  to  murder  her. 

The  crown  counsel,  Messrs.  Plunket,  Hickson,  J.  D.  Fitzgerald,  and 
Henn,  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  Brereton  defended,  the  prisoner. 

Catherine  Healy,  a  woman  aged  20,  examined. — Was  married  to  the 
prisoner  ahout  Christmas  twelvemonth.  Before  they  were  married  a 
fortnight,  prisoner  began  to  treat  her  badly.  He  used  to  beat  her  very 
often.  On  Saturday  in  summer  (I3th  July),  witness  made  stirabout  for 
dinner ;  put  down  Indian  meal,  having  previously  rinsed  the  pot.  Put 
down  clean  water  from  the  well.  Put  the  pot  on  the  fire.  The  pri- 
soner stirred  it.  When  it  was  done,  witness  poured  out  some  on  a  dish 
for  the  prisoner,  and  some  on  a  plate  for  prisoner's  step-brother,  John 
Lynch.  Prisoner  sent  her  out  to  cut  soil  for  the  cows,  and  she  left  her 
own  portion  of  stirabout  in  the  pot.  Cut  the  soil,  and  then  milked  the 
cows.  Came  in,  and  prisoner  told  her  to  eat  her  stirabout.  It  was  still 
in  the  pot.  It  was  cold.  Ate  it  from  the  pot.  Prisoner  and  his  brother 
ate  what  was  poured  on  the  plate  and  dish.  Witness  ate  a  hearty  meal 
from  the  pot.  Gave  some  to  the  dog — three  spoonfuls.  Dennis  Shea 
and  Biddy  Shea  were  in  the  house.  Did  not  find  any  taste  in  the 
stirabout.  Noticed  that  the  skin  or  scum  of  it  was  broken,  as  if  stirred 
after  it  cooled.  Noticed  also  two  lumps  in  it,  like  flour,  but  suspecting 
nothing,  she  ate  them.  Became  immediately  sick,  and  vomited.  After 
this,  witness  felt  as  if  boiling  in  her  throat.  The  vomiting  occurred  at 
night,  but  ceased  in  the  morning.  Felt  a  tightness  in  the  throat,  extend- 
ing downwards  towards  the  stomach — burning  and  soreness,  with  pres- 
sure in  the  stomach.  Had  a  great  hoarseness,  and  in  a  week's  time  the 
skin  peeled  off  the  soles  of  her  feet.  For  three  or  four  days  had  a  diffi- 
culty in  standing.  Used  to  trip  in  walking,  and  was  unable  to  sleep. 
Was  not  well  for  a  fortnight.  W as  in  perfect  health  before  eating  the 
stirabout.  The  dog  had  also  been  quite  well,  but  saw  him  vomit  two  or 
three  times  after  he  ate  the  stirabout.  He  fell  frequently  on  his  side. 
He  ran  to  the  place  the  fowls  were  in,  and  vomited  there.  Did  not 
see  the  dog  again  till  he  was  found  dead  in  a  dyke  in  the  course  of  ten 
days.  The  hens  were  about  the  house  during  the  day  ;  one  of  them 
died  the  next  day.  Saw  the  others  scarcely  able  to  stand,  and  refusing 
food.  This  hen  died  in  a  couple  of  days,  and  its  feathers  were  found 
to  be  loose.  A  red  cock,  also,  which  was  kept  in  the  house,  died  in 
six  or  seven  days.  It  dropped  most  of  its  feathers  before  it  died.  Pri- 
soner was  not  in  the  house  when  witness  took  sick.  When  he  came  in 
she  was  very  bad,  and  lying  in  bed  ;  he  told  her,  however,  to  go  out 
and  spread  out  the  dung  ;  she  said  she  was  sick,  and  he  said  she  was 
not.  The  priest  came  to  her  on  the  third  day.  The  priest  said  to 
the  prisoner  he  would  have  him  arrested.  Prisoner  then  made  away 
with,  himself,  and  did  not  return  until  witness  recovered. 
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Bridget  Shea  examined. — Is  an  aunt  of  Catherine  Healy.  Was  in 
the  house.  While  iier  niece  was  out  cutting  the  soil,  witness  saw  the 
prisoner  standin^r  close  to  the  ])ot  where  his  wife's  stirabout  was  cooling. 
[This  witness  deposod  to  the  other  facts,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  last 
witness,  detailing  thr'  sickness  of  the  girl  and  of  the  dog  and  hens.] 

Cross-examined. — Did  not  see  the  [)risoner  touch  the  pot.  Could 
not  see  him  clearly  on  account  of  a  dresser  which  was  partly  between 
them. 

Daniel  Shea  (a  boy)  examined. — Was  in  the  house.  Heard  the  pri- 
soner send  his  wife  out  to  cut  the  soil.  Went  out  at  the  same  time,  but 
returned  immediately,  and  found  the  prisoner  at  the  pot.  He  had  it 
on  the  dresser,  and  his  hands  were  in  the  pot  (here  witness,  by  means  of 
ia  hat,  described  the  manner  in  which  he  saw  the  prisoner's  hands  in  the 
pot).  When  witness  came  in,  prisoner  withdrew  his  hands  from  the  pot, 
and,  putting  one  hand  in  his  breeches  pocket,  walked  to  the  door  and 
looked  out.  He  then  walked  back  again  to  the  pot,  and  put  his  hands 
in  it  again  ;  no  person  was  in  the  house  besides  Bridget  Shea,  the  prison- 
er and  witness.  Bridget  Shea  could  not  see  what  he  was  doing,  on  ac- 
count of  the  dresser.  (This  witness  deposed  to  the  subsequent  circum- 
stances of  the  woman,  the  dog  and  the  hen  being  sick,  and  mentioned 
his  having  seen  the  prisoner  beat  his  wife.) 

The  Kev.  Garrett  Roche  examined. — The  prisoner  came  to  me  on 
the  day  of  the  occurrence,  and  told  me  his  wife  was  sick,  and  had  taken  a 
disgust  to  her  gruel.  He  wanted  me  to  go  to  prepare  her.  He  did  not 
appear  much  concerned.  I  went  along  with  him,  but  when  near  his 
house  I  missed  him.  I  had  another  sick  call  to  make  that  day,  so  I  did 
not  go  to  the  prisoner's  house.  He  came  to  me  again  late  at  night,  but 
I  could  not  go  then,  as  it  was  Saturday  night,  and  it  would  have  interfered 
with  my  duties.  On  the  IMonday,  in  consequence  of  removing,  1  went 
to  the  house.  I  found  the  woman  flushed.  Her  eyes  very  red.  I 
asked  the  prisoner  where  he  got  the  poison  ;  he  appeared  stunned,  and 
did  not  answer  for  a  time.  Then  he  said,  1  gave  her  no  poison.  I  then 
said  to  the  woman's  uncle  that  he  should  send  for  the  police,  and  detain 
every  person  who  had  been  present  at  the  making  of  the  stirabout.  I 
then  put  all  the  people  out  of  the  room,  that  I  might  hear  the  woman's 
confession.  When  I  came  out,  the  prisoner  was  gone.  1  did  not  see 
him  afjain  till  the  woman  was  out  of  danger. 

Dr.  Mayberry  deposed  as  to  the  symptoms  observed  by  him  on  visiting 
the  prosecutrix  on  the  fourth  day.  They  were  such  as  arsenic  is  capa- 
ble of  producing.  He  received  from  Constable  Tracy  a  dog,  a  cock, 
and  also,  previously  extracted,  the  contents  of  the  dog's  stomach,  and 
put  it  in  a  bottle  sealed  up.  Took  out,  also,  the  contents  of  the  crop 
and  gizzard  of  the  hen,  and  sealed  it  up  in  a  bottle.  Also  extracted 
the  stomach  itself  of  the  dog,  and  part  of  the  crop  and  gizzard  of  the 
cock.  Bottled  them,  and  sealed  them.  Gave  the  bottles  to  Constable 
Tracy. 

Constable  Thomas  Tracy  examined.  Proved  that  he  conveyed  the 
dead  dog,  the  cock  and  the  hen  to  Dr.  Mayberry,  and  subsequently 
brought  from  him  certain  bottles,  which  he  delivered  to  Dr.  Geoghegan. 
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Dr.  Geoghegan,  Fellow  and  Professor  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geons, examined. — Received,  on  the  3d  of  September,  three  bottles 
from  Constable  Tracy.  The  bottles  were  sealed,  and  labelled  respect- 
ively— 1,  "  Contents  of  the  crop  and  gizzard  of  a  fowl  that  ate  the 
matters  vomited  by  Catherine  Healy  "  ;  2,  "  Contents  of  the  stomach 
of  a  dog  that  swallowed  some  of  the  gruel  "  ;  8,  "  Stomach  of  the 
dog,  and  part  of  the  gizzard  and  crop  of  a  cock."  No.  1  contained 
about  half  an  ounce  of  acid  vegetable  matter,  with  a  little  gravel  and 
clay  ;  the  presence  of  starch  was  indicated  in  considerable  quantity,  and 
also  that  of  arsenious  acid  or  white  arsenic,  amounting  to  between  two 
and  three  grains.  The  presence  of  starch  showed  that  the  fowl  had 
fed  on  some  farinaceous  matter.  The  quantity  of  white  arsenic  was 
sufficient  to  destroy  life  in  the  fowl,  or  even  that  of  the  human  subject. 
Two  and  a  half  grains  have  destroyed  the  life  of  an  adult.  The  state- 
ment that  arsenic  enters  into  the  composition  of  any  part  of  the  human 
body,  is  altogether  erroneous.  Orfila  maintained  that  doctrine,  but  he 
has  since  failed  to  establish  it,  and  has  admitted  his  error.  The  subject 
has  'been  rigorously  investigated  by  Flandin  and  Danger,  and  it  is  now 
conceded  that  arsenic  is  not  a  constituent  of  the  bones,  or  any  other 
structure.  There  was  a  small  quantity  of  clay  in  the  crop  and  gizzard, 
but  I  do  not  in  anywise  attribute  the  presence  of  arsenic  to  the  clay, 
though  it  is  asserted  that  clay  contains  traces  of  that  substance.  The 
contents  of  the  dog's  stomach  furnished  no  trace  of  arsenic,  nor  did  the 
stomach  itself,  nor  that  of  the  gizzard  and  crop  of  the  cock.  I  have 
attended  all  through  this  trial,  and  have  heard  all  the  symptoms  detailed 
by  the  witnesses.  The  symptoms  exhibited  by  the  woman  afford  in  them- 
selves a  strong  presumption  of  poisoning,  and,  when  viewed  in  connec- 
tion with  their  antecedent  and  concomitant  circumstances,  fully  establish 
the  fact.  I  have  heard  of  the  lumps  in  the  stirabout,  .\rsenic  in 
powder  would  be  likely  to  form  such  lumps  in  gruel,  as  it  does  not  with 
facility  dissolve  even  in  water.  White  arsenic  resembles  flour  in  color. 
In  most  instances  in  which  arsenic  has  been  swallowed,  it  has  pro- 
duced no  impression  on  the  nerves  of  taste,  but,  in  some  cases,  an  acrid 
feeling  has  been  experienced.  If  taken  in  gruel,  it  would  not  be  likely 
to  indicate  itself  by  taste.  The  first  effect  of  a  poisonous  dose  of  arse- 
nic taken  by  a  person  in  health  is  usually  nauseous,  followed  by  vomit- 
ing, and  subsequently  by  a  burning  in  the  stomach,  which  is  occa- 
sionally very  intense.  It  often  produces  soreness  on  pressure  of  the  sto- 
mach. One  of  the  most  constant  effects  of  arsenical  poison  is  the 
burning  sensation  of  the  throat,  usually  accompanied  by  hoarseness,  and 
sometimes  by  a  sense  of  constriction.  The  falling  off  of  the  skin  or 
nails  is  also  very  common  when  the  case  is  prolonged.  Paralytic  symp- 
toms, such  as  those  detailed  in  evidence,  often  result  from  the  action  of 
arsenic,  but  may  also  be  produced  by  other  poisons,  such  as  lead.  From 
the  symptoms  exhibited  by  the  dog  and  the  fowl,  namely,  the  vomiting, 
staggering,  falling  off  of  the  feathers,  a  presumption  of  poisoning  in  these 
animals  is  established.  The  fact  that  no  arsenic  was  present  in  the 
stomach  of  the  dog,  or  the  crop  and  gizzard  of  the  cock,  is  quite  con- 
sistent with  their  having  been  poisoned,  because  if,  as  it  appears,  they 
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survived  for  some  considerable  time,  the  poison  may  have  been  eliminat- 
ed. The  doctor  proceeded  to  detail  the  conclusions  at  which  he  had 
arrived  from  the  consideration  of  the  medical  facts — namely,  that  Cathe- 
rine Healy  had  swallowed  an  irritant  poison,  and  that  such  poison  was 
white  arsenic. 

Cross-examined. — Sickness  of  stomach  is  very  usual  with  females  in 
the  early  stages  of  pregnancy  (prosecutrix  was  pregnant  at  the  time  of  the 
occurrence).  I  do  not  think  that  acrid  bilious  matters  swallowed  by  the 
dog  would  account  for  his  sickness,  nor  could  it  account  for  the  dropping 
off  of  the  feathers  of  the  fowl,  nor  for  the  presence  of  arsenic  in  the 
digestive  organs  of  the  latter.  Vegetable  poisons  produce  effects  on 
man  differing  in  some  instances  from  those  observed  in  the  lower  animals  ; 
but  mineral  poisons  are  more  uniform  in  their  effects. 

A  Juror. — Do  you  think  that  a  person  who  had  taken  so  large  a 
dose  of  arsenic  as  the  prosecutrix,  could  have  lived  ? 

Witness. — I  don't  know  whether  the  quantity  taken  was  large  ;  but 
if  it  were,  it  is  not  surprising  that  recovery  should  ensue,  both  from  the 
early  occurrence  of  free  vomiting,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  viscid  ma- 
terial with  which  the  poison  was  admixed  would,  by  enveloping  the  poi- 
son, both  promote  its  more  ready  expulsion  through  vomiting,  and  by 
partially  protecting  the  hning  membrane  of  the  stomach  from  its  contact, 
would  retard  its  absorption  into  the  system. 

JVlr.  Brereton,  in  a  long  and  very  powerful  speech,  contended  that 
no  sufficient  evidence  of  an  adequate  motive  was  adduced  against  the 
prisoner.  That  no  proof  was  given  of  his  having  procured  or  purchased 
any  poison  whatever.  That  such  proof  could  readily  have  been  given 
if,  in  fact,  he  had  procured  it  at  the  only  approachable  place  where  it 
could  be  had — namely,  in  the  town  of  Kenmare.  That  the  sole  fact 
in  the  case  substantially  criminating  the  prisoner,  was  the  fact  sworn 
to  by  Dennis  Shea.  That  Shea  himself  was  not  beyond  suspicion  in  the 
case;  and  that  the  woman's  sister,  Norry,  was  shown  to  have  a  direct 
interest  in  her  death.  Counsel  then  proceeded  to  contend,  that  the  case 
was  by  no  means  conclusive  as  to  the  fact  of  arsenic  or  any  poison  having 
been  taken  at  all,  or  administered  by  any  one.  True,  they  had  the  opi- 
nion of  a  most  distinguished  physician  on  the  point ;  but  it  was,  after  all, 
no  more  than  an  opinion.  All  these  views  were  pressed  with  particular 
force  upon  the  jury. 

Judge  Ball  summed  up  the  evidence,  leaving  it  to  the  jury  to  de- 
termine, first,  whether  poison  had  been  taken  ;  secondly,  whether  (if  so) 
it  had  been  the  act  of  the  prisoner  ;  and,  thirdly,  the  question  of  intent. 

The  jury,  without  hesitation,  returned  a  verdict  of  guilty. — London 
Medical  Gazette. 


ADHESION    OF  THE    EAR  AFTER  ALMOST  ENTHIE  SEPARATION 
FROM   THE  HEAD. 

Goldberg,  a  Hungarian  pedlar,  was  brought  to  our  infirmary  after  hav- 
ing received  very  severe  injuries  at  the  Georgia  Railroad,  by  being 
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caught  by  a  car  and  jammed  against  a  brick  wall.  The  injury,  how- 
ever, for  which  we  report  the  case,  was  an  extensive  laceration  of  the 
left  ear.  It  appears  that  it  was  caught  by  the  projecting  edge  of  the 
roof  of  the  car,  and  we  found  it  torn  entirely  off,  with  the  exception 
of  about  one  fourth  of  an  inch  of  skin  at  tlie  upper  portion  of  its  attach- 
ment, and  this  narrow  neck  of  skin  had  been  raised  for  some  distance 
up  from  the  temporal  bone.  The  cartilage  was  torn  off  from  its  attach- 
ment to  the  auditory  process,  the  rough  edge  of  which  was  observable 
in  the  centre  of  the  denuded  surface  from  which  the  ear  had  been  torn. 
The  ear  was  cold  and  blue — apparently  without  vitality. 

Notwithstanding  this  seemingly  hopeless  condition,  we  concluded  to 
attempt  union.  For  this  purpose  we  applied  six  sutures  of  silk,  attach- 
ing the  ear  to  the  scalp,  a  thick  pledget  of  lint  was  placed  behind  the 
ear,  and  another  broader  one  over  it  to  retain  it  steadily,  and  over  these  a 
bandage  was  applied.  We  administered  a  grain  of  morphine  to  the  pa- 
tient, for  pain  which  he  suffered  from  other  and  more  serious  injuries. 
On  the  fourth  day,  the  dressings  were  removed,  and,  to  our  surprise,  the 
entire  ear  had  adhered  by  means  of  coagulable  lymph.  A  very  small 
portion  of  the  lobe,  which  had  been  badly  bruised,  had  become  dark, 
but  the  rest  of  the  organ  was  red  and  warm,  and  in  every  way  mani- 
fested sufficient  vitality  to  convince  us  that  our  otoplastic  operation  had 
succeeded. 

The  patient  remained  with  us  for  nearly  two  months,  during  which 
time  the  adhesion  became  perfectly  firm.  Although  the  ear  had  be- 
come attached,  still  the  meatus  was  not  preserved,  in  consequence 
of  the  cartilage  not  becoming  attached  to  the  auditory  process.  This 
opening  being  completely  closed,  deafness  was  the  result  — this  was 
remedied  by  an  incision  over  the  meatus,  and  the  introduction  of 
short  metallic  bougies,  which  were  worn  to  dilate  the  orifice.  When 
he  left  us  he  was  still  wearing  the  bougie,  and  could  hear  distinctly 
whenever  it  was  removed  temporarily,  though  we  did  not  consider  it 
prudent,  at  that  time,  to  leave  it  out  permanently,  for  fear  of  a  return 
of  the  occlusion. 

The  above  case  needs  no  extended  remark  ;  the  precept  deduciblo 
from  it  is  too  plain  to  require  any  amplification — viz.,  that  we  should  at- 
tempt union  in  cases  like  the  above,  even  though  the  chance  of  success 
may  be  but  a  forlorn  hope. — Dr.  F.  H.  Campbell,  in  Southern  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal. 


DR.  COMSTOCK'S  NOTES  FROM  MfOlJICAL  LEC  I'URES 

[Concluded  from  page  5G0.] 

Dr.  Chapman. 

Garlick,  he  thought  useful  to  old  people.  In  giddiness,  applied  to 
the  feet  it  produces  a  powerful  revulsion  from  the  head.  Jn  lieu  of 
blistering  it  maybe  applied  to  children,  in ''^a  in  and  for  tumors.  In 
deafness  a  clove  itself  may  be  introduced,  or  the  juice  squeezed  into 
the  ear . 
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Dr.  Rush. 

Apoplexy  has  been  tboiiglit  epidemic,  but  be  ratber  tbougbt  it  to  be 
a  symptom  in  some  epidemic  fevers.  Remedies  sbould  be  eitber  stimu-. 
lant  or  tonic,  according  to  tbe  state  of  tbe  system. 

Hydrocephalus,  be  tbougbt  produced  by  too  mucb  action  of  tbe  arte- 
rial system,  and  tbe  water  in  the  brain  as  only  a  consequence  of  tbe 
ftjver.  He  bad  known  it  produced  in  a  cbild  by  its  falling  on  its  feet 
into  a  cellar.  Diseases  continue  after  tbe  causes  wbicb  excite  tbem  are 
cured.  It  is  a  filial  disease.  Instances  mentioned  in  wbicb  nine  out  of 
a  family,  and  anotber  of  five  in  a  family,  bave  died  witb  it.  It  bas 
been  called  apoplexia,  and  apoplexia  bydrocepbalica.  He  tbinks  some 
wbo  were  supposed  to  bave  been  overlaid  by  tbeir  motbers,  bave  died 
witb  tbis  apoplexy.  Tbe  greater  tbe  quantity  of  water  in  tbe  bi'ain,  the 
less  tbe  signs  of  inflammation  ;  which  he  says  is  easily  accounted  for, 
because  the  bloodvessels  unload  themselves  into  tbe  ventricles.  After 
tbis  transfusion  of  water,  there  is  a  remission  of  the  symptoms,  for  a 
few  days,  wbicb  imposes  upon  tbe  physician,  as  tbe  remission  is  entirely 
deceitful. 

Treatment. — Bloodlettino;.  Tbe  first  stage  is  often  attributed  to  worms  ; 

do  ' 

hence  tbis  remedy  is  not  applied  in  time.  He  bled  Miss  Hunter,  aged 
16,  a  great  number  of  times,  and  thus  cured  her.  Cold  to  tbe  head — 
active  purges — calomel,  rhubarb  and  jalap.  Pink-root  sbould  be  avoid- 
ed, as  it  makes  a  determination  to  the  brain.  Instance  in  wbicb  one  side 
was  most  atfected — in  wbicb  a  blister  drew  only  on  one  side,  and  a  sali- 
vation took  place  only  on  one  side.  He  forbids  salivation  when  the 
cbild  is  under  8  years  of  age.  Six  cases  were  cured  by  bloodletting 
in  the  course  of  not  a  long  time. 

Hcemorrhagts. — Epistaxis  is  sometimes  a  symptom  of  fever.  Vene- 
section— cold  to  the  scrotum.  Dr.  Darwin  recommends  to  dip  the  whole 
bead  in  cold  water. 

Hfimoptysis. — Sometimes  it  is  from  the  trachea  and  larynx.  Singing 
has  brought  it  on,  as  has  laughing  ;  in  the  Rev.  Dr.  Arne,  lifting  a  bag  of 
meal  ;  in  anotber  case,  quarrelling  with  an  ostler.  A  woman  died  in  the 
stage  with  it,  in  passing  tbe  Alleghany  mountains.  Equable  exertion  of 
tbe  lungs,  as  in  singing,  prevents  it.  Hence  Brissot  refers  tbe  frequency  of 
pulmonary  consumption  in  tbis  city,  among  tbe  Quaker  women  more 
than  among  others,  to  their  not  using  their  voices  in  this  natural  exercise. 
For,  Dr.  Rush  observes,  it  is  as  natural  to  sing  as  to  talk.  Haemoptysis 
in  many  cases  does  not  shorten  life,  as  tbe  King  of  Prussia  had  it  during 
his  seven  years'  war,  and  lived  till  be  was  75.  It  is  least  alarming  in 
old  people.  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  of  Princeton,  lost  two  hundred  ounces  of 
blood  before  bis  haemoptysis  was  subdued.  After  venesection,  common 
salt  in  substance,  in  tea  or  pap,  is  a  temporary  remedy,  to  be  used  only 
during  the  haemorrhage.  It  may  be  taken  before  bleeding,  also.  Sugar 
of  lead — rest.  Conversation  and  strong  liquors  sbould  be  forbidden. 
Opium,  in  cases  of  weak  morbid  action.  Emetics  bave  been  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Bryan  Robinson.  Brandy  toddy  stopped  it  in  one  case. 
Dr.  Thomas  Bond  used  venesection  once  in  six  weeks,  and  outlived  the 
disease.    A  case  was  mentioned  of  a  man  who  lived  to  be  76,  and  took 
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common  salt  every  day,  after  finding,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  checked 
his  haemoptysis.  Dr.  Rusli  himself  was  affected  with  it.  He  received 
most  benefit  fiom  what  he  calls  that  noble  remedy,  Peruvian  bark. 

Hcematemesis  is  not  so  dangerous  when  the  blood  is  black  as  when 
it  is  florid.  Common  salt  checked  it.  Glysters  of  cold  water,  alum, 
sacharum  saturni,  a  blister  to  the  stomach.  The  haemorrhage  is  some- 
times so  copious  as  not  to  require  venesection. 

MelcBna,  or  haemorrhage  from,  the  liver,  is  generally  fatal. 

Bleeding  from  the  Bowels. -^Cold-ws.ter  bath^  by  the  mouth  and  by 
injection  ;  common  salt  ;  laudanum  ;  sugar  of  lead  ;  galls  applied  to  the 
anus  ;  rest  ;  low  dr&t. 

Hccrnorrhoidal  State  of  Fever — occurs  in  children  during  dentition. 
Calvin  died  with  it,  in  whose  case  aloes  proved  hurtful.  M.M.  Local 
bleeding.  He  has  known  six  drops  give  immediate  relief.  Sulphur  ; 
general  bloodletting ;  cold  water  to  the  parts  affected  ;  an  ointment 
of  equal  parts  of  tar  and  hog's  lard  ;  stramonium  ointment ;  a  leaf  of  to- 
bacco. Taxis,  or  pinching  the  tumor  with  the  finger.  Sometimes  piles 
produce  other  diseases,  and  even  pulmonary  consumption.  Mahometans 
never  leave  the  privy  without  washing  the  end  of  the  rectum.  He  has 
not  heard  whether  they  have  haemorrhoids  or  not,  but  recommends  the 
practice.  A  priest  was  afl^ected  with  an  internal  flux  of  blood,  with  se- 
vere pain,  and  died  on  the  thirteenth  day.  Morgagni  examined  the  in- 
testines again  and  again,  and  yet  found  no  morbid  appearance,  not  even 
the  abrasion  of  the  intestinal  mucus.  The  inference  is,  that  the  blood 
proceeded  from  the  liver. 

Misplaced  State  of  Fever.  Hepatitis. — Diseases  and  disorders  of 
the  liver,  including  diseases  of  action  and  diseases  of  organ.  .Dia- 
betes biliosus — discharge  of  bile,  or  hepatic  chyle.  Preternatural  secre- 
tion of  water — of  air,  and  of  black  bile,  or  black  vomit  of  the  liver. 

Symptoms. — Difficulty  of  lying  on  the  right  side,  vomiting,  colic,  cos- 
tiveness,  tenesmus,  hiccup,  erysipelas,  stools  so  acrid  as  to  excoriate  the 

rectum.    Dr.    tells  of  a  case  with  symptoms  of  hydrophobia. 

And  mention  was  made  of  another  case,  in  which  the  patient  could  only 
rest  on  the  hand  and  knees.  The  pulse  is  most  active  on  the  affected 
side.  Dr.  Rush  has  seen  all  the  above  symptoms,  but  not  combined. 
He  mentioned  as  remarkable  that  the  liver  is  not  affected  with  spasm. 
It  is  because  that  organ  has  no  muscular  fibres.  But  it  has  been  ab- 
sorbed, as  was  the  case  with  the  famous  Sir  William  Jones.  The  head, 
womb,  and  other  viscera,  throw  their  diseases  upon  the  liver.  Thinks 
bilious  fever,  acute  and  chronic  hepatitis,  have  a  common  origin.  Cleg- 
horn  refers  hepatitis  to  bad  water.  Burning  of  the  hands  and  feet  is  a 
symptom  in  some  cases.    Mortification  seldom  occurs. 

Treatment. — There  is  a  metastasis  in  opinions  as  well  as  in  diseases. 
In  the  forming  state,  of  diseases  of  the  liver,  he  would  give  emetics  and 
purges.  If  these  do  not  prevent,  and  when  the  disease  is  formed,  he 
would  take  blood,  promptly  and  copiously.  He  bled  Mr.  Moffat  fifteen 
times,  and  yet  did  not  prevent  sup])uration,  although  he  saved  his  life. 
Another  patient  he  bled  thirty-eight  times,  and  thus  cured  her.  Blister 
repeatedly.    Salivate.    If  a  salivation  cannot  be  produced,  it  Is  a  sign 
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that  suppuration  has  taken  place.  When  mercury  fails,  Dr.  Dick,  of 
Calcutta,  says  that  a  seton  in  the  region  of  the  liver  cures  it.  Dr.  R. 
imitated  this  practice  in  two  cases.  The  suppuration  may  discharge  it- 
self into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  into  the  substance  of  the  lungs,  into 
the  stomach,  into  the  intestines,  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  it 
may  be  evacuated  by  the  kidneys.  Mention  was  made  of  a  physician 
who  tapped  a  little  girl  twice,  when  the  abscess  had  broken  into  the  ab- 
'  domen,  and  cured  her.  A  case  was  mentioned  in  which  the  matter  was 
discharged  by  expectoration  from  the  lungs.  And  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Shippen,  of  Philadelphia,  and  formerly  professor  of  anatomy  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  was  supposed  thus  to  have  discharged  the  mat- 
ter of  a  liver  abscess.  Dr.  R.  supposed  this  to  have  happened  to  two 
of  his  patients,  one  of  whom  was  Dr.  Pascalis,  of  New  York.  The 
pus  is  sometimes  so  acrid  as  to  erode  cartilage  and  bone.  He  lost 
a  patient,  from  whose  mouth  a  number  of  worms  crawled  the  day  after 
her  death.  Worms  are  sometimes  supposed  to  be  the  cause.  Hot  water 
every  morning  to  blunt  the  acrimony  of  the  bile.  Gentle  purges,  milk 
diet,  and  fasting,  were  mentioned  in,  this  connection.  Of  milk,  it  was 
said  that  it  may  be  made  to  set  on  the  stomach  by  adding  a  little  alka- 
li. Of  fasting.  Dr.  Franklin,  whilst  minister  at  France,  fasted  entirely 
once  a  week,  so  as,  he  said,  nature  might  clear  out  her  streets. 

Colic  Flax,  or  milky  stools. — He  saw  a  case  wherein  the  stools  were 
nearly  as  white  as  milk.  In  such  cases  the  doctor  supposed  that  too 
much  chyle  was  sent  to  the  liver. 

In  a  great  many  cases  of  death  from  consumption  and  other  diseases, 
the  kidneys  are  found  to  be  in  a  diseased  state.  Dr.  Baillie's  Morbid 
Anatomy  is  worth  perusing  as  to  his  remarks  upon  the  kidneys.  Inflam- 
mation of  them  affects  people  in  Ceylon,  who  live  wholly  on  saccharine 
matter  without  any  animal  food. 


THREE  CASES  FR(3M  MY  NOTE-BOOK. 

[Communicatee!  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  SEND  you,  Mr.  Editor,  with  the  enclosed  remittance  for  the  Journal, 
the  following  cases,  the  perusal  of  which  may  afford  some  interest  to 
your  readers.  With  them  I  would  like  to  throw  out  a  suggestion.'  Most 
of  the  subscribers  to  the  Journal  are  medical  men,  in  the  practice  of  the 
profession.  Numerous  interesting  cases  in  medicine  and  surgery  must 
occur  almost  daily  in  our  ranks,  but  are  suffered  to  pass  by  unreported. 
This  ought  not  so  to  be.  They  are  rightfully  the  property  of  the  profes- 
sion, and  the  claim  should  be  answered.  My  suggestion,  then,  is — that 
when  the  yearly  claim  of  our  worthy  editor  is  met,  that  of  his  subscri- 
bers should  be  also.* 

Case  I.  Hcemorrhagica  Petechialis. — Was  called  July  15,  1850, 
to  Mr.  C.  F.,  act.  22,  who  had  been  ill  some  ten  days.    Mr.  F.  had 


*  A  most  excellent  suggestion — and  one  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  approved  and  acted 
upon  hereafter  by  many  subscribers. — Ed. 
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previously  enjoyed  the  most  perfect  health.  He  was  of  spare  habit,  but 
robust  in  the  extreme.  Says  he  was  seized  with  slight  chills,  followed 
with  some  fever,  loss  of  appetite,  muscular  debility,  pain  in  the  head, 
back  and  limbs,  thirst,  furred  tongue,  Sic.  &;c.  Had  taken  a  calomel 
purge,  with  diaphoretics.  Found  him  with  a  pulse  of  30,  but  weak  ; 
tongue  loaded  with  a  dark-brown  coating  ;  sordes  upon  the  teeth,  and 
having  every  appearance  of  a  medium  case  of  typhoid  fever. 

July  20th. —  Patient  walked  down  stairs  this  morning.    Has  had  little 
dehrium,  and  no  alarming  symptoms.    The  tongue  is  still  very  dry,  how- 
ever, and  the  coating,  with  the  sordes  upon  the  teeth,  literally 
Ordered  quiet  as  indispensable,  proper  attention  to  the  bowels,  diet,  drinks, 
skin,  he. 

25th. — Was  summoned  hastily  to  my  patient.  Found  him  sinking 
under  an  alarming  haemorrhage.  The  blood  was  oozing  from  the  nostrils 
and  gums,  and  considerable  was  already  lost.  The  petechiae  were  visible 
upon  the  forehead  and  breast.  In  the  course  of  a  few  hours  large 
mouthfuls  of  blood  were  thrown  up,  seemingly  from  the  throat,  and 
finally  copious  dejections  of  the  same,  till  the  patient  became  completely 
blanched,  and  died  on  the  27th.  Laxatives,  astringents,  tonics,  &£C., 
were  of  no  avail  to  the  patient. 

Case  H.  Hcemorrhage  from  the  Umbilicus. — Was  called  January 
2,  1850,  to  consu  t  with  Dr.  D.  Holcomb,  in  the  case  of  a  child  of  Mr. 
I.  Mrs.  I.,  within  the  last  four  years,  has  had  five  children,  who  have 
been  stillborn,  or  v\ho  have  died  immediately  after  birth;  most  of  them 
have  been  premature.  With  this  little  patient  she  went  her  full  time — 
but  when  a  few  days  old  it  assumed  a  jaundiced  appearance,  though  the 
umbilical  cord  separated  and  came  oil  properly,  and  the  child  seemed 
well  and  likely  to  live,  save  the  appearance  spoken  of  above.  About 
the  fourteenth  day  the  haemorrhage  from  the  umbilicus  commenced,  con- 
tinuing twenty-four  hours,  defying  all  the  usual  remedies,  and  patient 
dying  from  exhaustion.  Very  many  infants  have  died,  within  my  know- 
ledge, in  a  few  days  from  birth,  jaundiced  and  emaciated,  indicating  a 
malformation  in  the  ducts  leading  from  the  liver  ;  but  none  from  haemor- 
rhage before.  In  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  F ebruary, 
1850,  is  a  case  reported  by  Dr.  Anderson,  similar  to  the  above,  accom- 
panied by  petechia,  and  the  absence  of  the  ductus  choledochus  commu- 
nis, proved  by  a  post-mortem  examination.  Reference  is  also  had  to 
the  "Retrospect,"  (1 9th  No.)  and  the  "Annalist,"  for  similar  cases. 

Case  HI.  Worms. — Was  summoned  November,  1850,  to  a  child 
of  Mr.  D.,  said  to  be  sick  with  the  dysentery.  Found  the  child  able  to 
be  about  the  house,  but  had  had  dysenteric  discharges  for  six  weeks,  ac- 
companied with  much  tenesmus,  distended  bowels,  and  other  symptoms 
that  indicated  worms.  Ordered  infusion  of  ])ink.  given  at  intervals  of 
two  hours  for  eighteen  hours — to  be  followed  with  calomel  ten  grains, 
and  lastly  castor  oil  and  oil  of  worm  seed.  This  course,  with  a  repeti- 
tion of  it,  brought  away,  in  the  space  of  three  days,  three  hundred  and 
sixty-six  lumbricoides  !  A  few  weeks  afterwards  the  child  was  pro- 
nounced wormy  (!)  more  of  the  medicine  sent  for,  and  twenty-six  more 
worms  expelled.    A  third  repetition  brought  away  thirty-eight — making, 
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in  all,  a  total  of  four  hundred  and  thirty  !    The  child  has  still  an  ap- 
pearance of  being  iuhabited  !  H.  D.  R. 
Westjfori,  Essex  Co.,'N.  Y.,  July,  1851. 
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EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Berlin. — After  some  effort — being  weary  with  moving  over  so  much  of 
the  earth's  surface  of  late — I  found  myself  in  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of 
Prussia.  The  northern  section  was  visited  last  year,  but  it  is  quite  a  gra- 
tification to  have  seen  its  more  essential  agricultural  portions.  In  entering 
Prussia  from  Leipsic,  the  land  for  130  miles  is  so  nearly  level  that  the 
water  seems  to  hesitate  which  way  to  run.  There  are  some  fine  groves — 
planted,  of  course — but  a  scarcity  of  the  common  fruit  trees.  Berlin  con- 
tains upwards  of  400,000  inhabitants.  The  streets  are  straight,  gene- 
rally very  long,  and  wide  enough  for'a  row  of  house-lots  in  the  centre. 
Most  of  the  public  buildings  are  capacious,  and  built  of  a  dingy  sandstone. 
The  private  dwellings  and  stores  are  from  two  to  four  stories  high,  of 
brick,  and  stuccoed  to  resemble  stone.  It  is  a  cheap,  elegant  mode  of 
building.  Water  is  supplied  from  the  River  Spree,  and  is  pumped  up  by 
a  steam  engine.  There  are  only  a  few  fountains  in  the  city,  but  some 
elegant  and  cosily  bronze  castings  are  durable  monuments  of  the  artis- 
tical  ingenuity  of  those  by  whom  they  were  executed.  An  equestrian 
statue,  in  bronze,  of  Frederick  the  Great,  elevated  40  feet,  surrounded  at 
the  base  by  many  full-sized  figures  of  personages  of  his  time,  is  now  be- 
ing set  in  the  Street  of  the  Linden  Trees,  the  most  beautiful  street  in  the 
city.  Almost  every  body  wears  a  thread  of  gold  lace,  a  sword,  a  red 
stripe  on  his  pantaloons,  or  sofuething  equivalent,  indicative  of  his  rela- 
tion to  the  army.  Not  a  movement  can  be  made  without  the  eye  of  a 
policeman  peering  in  to  watch  and  report  to  the  government.  Houses  are 
constructed,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  in  flats,  or  each  story  a  separate  house 
— and  one  large  door  on  the  street  is  the  common  entrance.  The  police 
have  a  key  to  every  house  in  the  city,  and  all  are  required  to  be  locked 
at  10  o'clock  at  night.  Should  any  person  be  out  beyond  that  hour,  not 
being  the  owner  of  a  key,  he  must  pay  a  policeman  a  fee  to  let  him  in, 
provided  he  is  fortunate  enough  to  find  one.  When  I  arrived,  at  11 
o'clock  at  night  in  a  railroad  train,  not  a  soul  was  permitted  to  pass  out  of 
the  station-house  till  all,  several  hundreds  in  number,  had  their  pass- 
ports critically  examined.    A  more  provoking  scene  cannot  be  imagined. 

Most  of  the  picture  gallery  is  made  up  of  Madonnas  and  crucifixion 
scenes.  Many  works  purporting  to  be  by  Van  Dyck  and  others  of  the  old 
masters,  were  upon  the  walls — which  confirms  me  in  the  belief  that  all 
the  pictures  claiming  to  be  theirs  were  never  executed  by  them.  It  is 
morally  impossible  that  they  should  have  accomplished  so  much.  The 
museum  of  antiquities  and  the  arts  offers  a  perfect  feast  to  persons  of 
diversified  tastes.  The  extraordinary  wood  carvings  by  Albert  Durer,  the 
bronzes,  instruments,  ivory  sculptures — varied,  rich  and  masterly  evidences 
of  patient  perseverance— pictures  made  of  flatted  pieces  of  straw,  shaded 
by  the  natural  colors  as  found  in  the  field,  to  vie  with  the  golden  tapestry, 
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together  with  all  the  possible  shapes  that  iron,  copper,  silver,  gold,  glass, 
leather,  shell,  horn,  &c.,  ever  assume  under  the  hand  of  man,  to  create 
both  astonishment  and  delight,  are  there.  But  the  crearn  of  the  collection 
is  an  exact  model  of  Frederick  the  Great,  in  tiie  identical  suit  he  wore 
many  years,  uninterruptedly,  before  his  death.  His  coat  vi^as  mended  ;  his 
boots,  not  being  blacked,  were  nearly  red,  and  his  pocket  handkerchief 
was  mended  in  several  places.  His  old  hat  would  raise  a  laugh  on  any 
head;  and  as  for  the  other  garments  which  covered  his  majesty,  the  won- 
der is  how  they  were  kept  on.  A  helmet  of  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg, 
the  father  of  the  first  king  of  Prussia,  weighs  26  pounds.  The  suit  he 
wore,  which  is  of  faded  velvet,  and  that  in  which  the  king,  his  son,  mani- 
fested his  sovereign  authority,  would  make  a  sorry  figure  by  the  side  of 
modern  fabrics.  It  is  worth  while  to  preserve  them  for  the  purpose  of 
shovving  the  progress  of  cloth  manufacture.  A  windmill,  constructed  by 
Peter  the  Great,  at  Saardam,  while  he  worked  in  the  dockyard,  together 
with  his  turning  lathe  and  chisels,  are  in  this  valuable  museum.  Luther's 
drinking  cup,  a  substantial  vessel,  showed  he  loved  beer,  as  all  his  country- 
men do,  and  a  good  deal  of  it.  Two  metallic  cups,  on  which  Baron 
Trenck  engraved  the  whole  history  of  his  nine  years  sufferings  in  a  gloo- 
my subterranean  prison,  is  a  curiosity  to  the  physiologist,  of  rare  value. 
The  letters  are  so  small  that  a  highly  magnifying  glass  is  required  to  read 
them — yet  executed  in  the  dark,  where  his  eyes  became  changed  into 
night-seeing  organs,  and  at  the  same  time  microscopic.  He  was  incarce- 
rated by  Frederick  the  Great,  because  the  Baron  had  the  audacity  to  be 
in  love  with  his  old  dried-up  majesty's  sister,  who  was  quite  as  much  of  a 
mummy  as  himself. 

The  next  object,  and  the  one  which  must  ultimately  eclipse  many  of  the 
other  national  institutions  in  Berlin,  in  point  of  interest,  is  the  new  Egyp- 
tian Museum — a  buildin«r  designed  to  hold  what  Dr.  Lepsius  gathered  in 
Egypt.  A  more  appropriate  edifice  could  not  have  been  devised.  vSome 
of  the  frescoes,  now  being  painted,  are,  to  me,  transcendantly  beautiful. 
One  hall  is  a  fac-simile  of  one  of  the  apartments  of  an  ancient  temple  in 
Upper  Egypt,  which  I  visited — and  on  entering  the  room,  I  recognized  in 
a  moment  the  truth  of  the  copy,  without  having  previously  known  any 
thing  of  it.  I  have  many  hard  things  to  say  of  Dr.  Lepsius,  who  is 
rightly  called  Cambyses  IL — the  second  despoiler  of  Egyptian  monuments. 
I  tracked  him  over  the  ground,  and  saw  such  numerous  injuries  inflicted 
by  him,  and  so  many  disfigurations  and  removals  of  the  most  remarkable 
historical  antiquities  on  the  globe,  that  I  feel  justified  in  holding  "him  up  to 
disapprobation,  instead  of  awarding  the  praise  and  glorification  which  his 
Prussian  friends  may  hereafter  claim  for  him. 


Ejcperiimntal  Researches — Philosophy  of  Vivisection  and  Sensation. — 
Such  have  been  the  boldness,  originality  and  energy  of  Dr.  Bennet  Dowler, 
of  New  Orleans,  in  all  those  physiological  researches  which  have  engaged 
his  attention,  that  he  is  now  a  marked  man.  No  one  has  hitherto  pushed 
inquiries  in  regard  to  the  laws  of  sensation  to  the  lengths  which  he  has. 
The  various  experiments  instituted  by  him  on  those  formidable  reptiles, 
alligators,  are  both  new  and  often  terrifically  exciting.  The  spinal  cord  of 
one  of  them  may  be  cut,  carved  and  chopped  into  minced  meat,  without  at 
all  destroying  the  sensation  of  an  irritant  applied  to  any  part  of  the  body — 
as  by  fire,  a  needle,  or  knife.   The  foot  of  the  creature  is  quickly  directed  for 
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the  removal  of  the  offending  cause.  Even  when  absolutely  headless,  the 
stump  of  the  neck  will  turn  either  way  to  bite,  as  it  were,  althouo-h  there 
is  neither  a  brain,  an  eye,  an  undisturbed  line  of  nervous  cords,  or  any 
thing  else  recognized  by  physiologists,  by  which  sensation  may  be  propa- 
gated, or  an  orderly  act  of  resistance  follow  the  application  of  external 
agents.  When  decapitated,  on  applying  a  lighted  match  perpendicularly 
over  the  spine,  the  animal  moved  forward.  Whenever  the  experiment  was 
repeated,  it  was  precisely  with  the  same  result.  In  a  division  of  the  spine, 
after  cutting  off  the  head,  including  many  muscles,  one  fourth  of  the  dis- 
tance from  the  hips  to  the  shoulders,  it  did  not  prevent  the  mutual  and  si- 
multaneous actions  of  the  two  divisions,  in  warding  off  injuries  of  either. 
Thus,  when  a  bit  of  burning  paper  was  applied  to  the  flanks,  the  fore  legs 
were  directed  strongly  to  the  seat  of  pain.  Even  after  decapitation,  and 
subsequent  to  the  second  division,  the  creature  several  times  uttered  guttu- 
ral sounds.  "  For  about  one  hour,  both  divisions  of  the  body  gave  proof 
of  sensibility  and  voluntary  motion ;  that  is  to  say,  the  fore  legs,  the  hind 
legs  and  the  tail  were  directed  forwards,  backwards,  upwards,  and  late- 
rally, so  as  to  avoid  or  remove  (as  it  sometimes  did)  an  irritant.  As  the 
pain-giving  agent  was  varied  in  its  degrees,  and  in  place,  so  were  the  ani- 
mal's actions  directed,  understandingly,,  and  with  a  violence  responding  to 
the  intensity  of  the  pain."  Some  of  the  experiments  are  positively  start- 
ling: the  reader  is  gradually  raised  to  such  a  point,  that  he  feels  as 
though  the  ferocious  animal  might  break  the  cords,  and  the  next  mo- 
ment leap  to  his  shoulders.  We  are  more  perplexed  than  ever  with  Dr. 
Dowler's  discoveries.  He  should  now  embody  those  of  past  years,  accom- 
panied with  minute  details,  together  with  drawings,  and  the  volume  would 
stand  out  by  itself,  to  stimulate  the  anatomists,  physiologists,  and  philoso- 
phers of  all  countries,  to  disprove,  if  they  can,  but  if  not.  to  verify,  and 
progress  in  the  direction  to  which  this  persevering  inquirer  has  pointed 
the  way. 

St.  Louis  University. — The  board  of  faculty  embraces  eight  gentlemen 
distinguished  for  their  scientific  attainments  and  happy  qualifications  for 
teaching.  The  circular  says,  emphatically,  that  anatomical  material  is 
"  both  cheap  and  abundant  " — a  consideration  that  will  doubtless  influence 
those  ardent  students  who  prefer  to  make  their  own  dissections.  One 
hundred  and  seven  names  are  on  the  last  printed  catalogue,  showing  there 
will  be  many  candidates  to  supply  those  places  in  the  West,  where  the 
services  of  a  physician  are  in  demand. 


New  York  Medical  Colleges. — There  can  be  no  complaint,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  of  a  lack  of  institutions  for  teaching  medicine  in  all  its  rami- 
fications. Enterprise,  talent  and  wealth  are  all  employed  to  sustain  the 
different  colleges ;  but  whether  they  are  rivals,  or  in  friendly  concert  are 
endeavoring  to  elevate  and  purify  the  profession,  time  alone  can  determine. 
Private  instruction  is  also  freely  imparted  in  that  city.  Dr.  Elliott's 
course  on  the  e3''e,  the  coming  season,  has  been  already  adverted  to,  and 
no  doubt  will  prove  attractive  and  useful. 


Unusual  State  of  the  Public  Health  iii  Boston. — It  should  be  a  subject 
of  profound  gratitude  that  such  a  uniform  measure  of  good  health  is  en- 
joyed in  this  crowded  city  and  its  environs.    There  is  no  prevailing  dis- 
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ease ;  and  although  the  physicians  have  little  or  nothing  to  do,  no  persons 
are  happier  than  they  are  at  this  encouraging  state  of  the  public  health. 
We  are  convinced,  from  years  of  observation,  that  this  is  a  common-sense 
community — availing  itself,  as  a  general  thing,  of  tiie  benefits  of  excellent 
water,  fine  fruits,  open  air,  and  plain  food  and  enough  of  it.  It  is  rare 
that  two  seasons  come  together,  so  nearly  alike  in  an  unusual  state  of 
good  health,  as  the  last,  and  the  present  thus  far.  The  increase  in  this 
week's  bill  of  mortality  is  wholly  among  infants. 


Surgery  of  Malig?iant  Diseases. — The  highly  respectable  source  from 
which  the  following  circular  emanates,  is  calculated  to  command  the  spe- 
cial attention  of  those  to  whom  it  is  addressed. 

To  the  Medical  Profession  of  the  United  States  : — 

"  The  undersigned  having  been  appointed,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  •  Re- 
sults of  Surgical  Operations  in  Malignant  Diseases,'  respectfully  solicits 
contributions  to  the  subject,  founded  upon  personal  observation.  To  place 
the  subject  in  as  tangible  a  form  as  possible,  he  begs  leave  to  direct  atten- 
tion to  the  following  points  : — 

1.  The  difference  between  cancerous  and  cancroid  diseases,  or  those 
affections  which  are  truly  malignant,  and  those  which  are  only  partially 
so.  In  the  former  category  are  comprised  scirrhus,  encephaloid,  and  me- 
lanosis ;  in  the  latter,  certain  maladies  of  the  skin  and  mucous  tissues,  as 
lupus,  cheloid,  eiloid,  and  cancer  of  the  Hp. 

"  2.  The  precise  seat  of  the  disease,  as  the  skin  and  subcutaneous  cel- 
lular tissue  ;  the  eye,  ears,  nose,  face,  lips,  tongue,  salivary  glands,  jaws  and 
gums;  the  lymphatic  ganglions  of  the  neck,  axilla,  groin  and  other  re- 
gions ;  the  mammary  gland,  uterus,  ovary,  vulva  and  vagina,  penis  and 
testis  ;  the  anus  and  rectum  ;  and,  finally,  the  extremities, 

"  3.  The  age,  sex,  temperament,  residence  and  occupation  of  the  patient. 

"  4.  The  cause  of  the  disease,  its  progress,  and  the  state  of  the  part  and 
of  the  system  at  the  time  of  the  operation. 

"5.  Mode  of  operation  ;  whether  by  the  knife,  caustic  or  ligature. 

"  6.  Time  of  death,  or  relapse,  after  operation. 

"7.  Examination  of  the  morbid  product;  how  conducted — whether  by 
the  unassisted  eye  alone,  or  by  means  of  the  microscope  and  chemical  tests. 

"The  undersigned  hopes  that  the  importance  of  the  subject  confided  to 
him,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  above  referred  to,  will  be  sufficiently 
appreciated  by  his  professional  brethren  to  induce  them  to  aid  him  in  car- 
rying out  the  wishes  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  The  subject 
is  one  of  absorbing  interest,  and  cannot  fail,  if  properly  treated,  to  elicit 
matter  of  the  greatest  benefit.  It  is  very  necessary  that  all  communica- 
tions on  the  subject  should  be  sent  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  by 
the  first  of  January,  1852. 

"  Medical  Journals,  and  newspapers  friendly  to  the  interests  of  medical 
science,  will  confer  a  favor  upon  the  undersigned  by  inserting  the  above 
notice.  'S.  U.  Gross,  M.D. 

"  University  of  Louisville,  June  29,  1851." 


Boston  Druggists  and  Apothecaries. — By  that  convenient,  and,  to  the 
citizens,  indispensable  assistant,  Adams's  Boston  Directory,  there  is  dis- 
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covered  to  be  94  apothecaries  and  45  druggists  in  Boston.  The  latter  are 
presumed  to  be  wholesale  dealers.  It  has  always  been  considered  that  a 
person  is  on  the  way  to  wealth  when  he  trades  in  drugs,  and  we  have  had 
no  intimation  that  it  is  not  so  at  the  present  moment.  We  therefore  con- 
gratulate our  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  friends  and  fellow  citizens  on 
their  good  prospects.    May  they  never  be  obliged  to  practise  physic  ! 


Medical  Practitioners  in  Boston. — There  are  two  hundred  and  thirteen 
medical  men  in  the  city  belonging  to  the  State  Medical  Society.  Fifty- 
one  are  unconnected  with  it,  acknovvledging  obligations  to  no  medical 
association.  Twenty  are  denominated  botanic  physicians,  who  look  upon 
all  the  others  as  dangerous  dealers  in  physic  ;  while  six  female  physicians, 
quite  independent  of  any  of  the  rest,  complete  a  catalogue  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  persons  who  sustain  themselves,  in  a  population  of  130,000,  by 
prescribing  and  giving  medicines.  The  number  is  annually  increasing, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  are  too  many  already  for  their  indivi- 
dual success  in  business. 


Medical  Missionary  in  India. — For  some  years  past,  Dr.  Bacheler,  an 
intelligent  medical  correspondent,  who  resides  at  Balasore,  Hindostan, 
under  the  patronage  of  the  American  Free  Baptist  Mission,  has  furnished 
us  with  occasional  interesting  articles  from  that  far  off" country.  He  has  a 
medical  dispensary  in  which  2215  pntients  were  treated  the  last  year, 
among  whom  there  were  113  surgical  operations.  He  gives  lectures,  which 
are  faithfully  attended  by  natives,  who  at  the  close  of  two  years  complete 
a  course  of  study,  qualifying  them,  to  prescribe  for  ordinary  diseases  of  the 
region  where  they  dwell.  Twelve,  in  all,  have  been  matriculated,  but  six 
only  had  the  per^verance  to  go  through  the  allotted  period.  Three  of 
the  students  have  been  retained  as  permanent  assistants.  A  very  gene- 
rous sum  was  subscribed  by  residents  at  Balasore,  Cuttack,  Roore,  Ber- 
hampore  and  Midnapore,  towards  supporting  this  mrtch  needed  charity, 
amounting  to  660  rupees — which  met  the  expenses,  but  with  none  to  spare. 
The  Jellasore  hospital  begins  to  assume  a  degree  of  scientific  importance, 
but  funds  are  urgently  required  to  sustain  its  existence,  for  the  demands 
of  the  poor  are  increasingly  numerous. 


Death  by  the  Carelessness  nf  an  Apothecary. — A  little  child  of  James 
Madison,  of  Somerville,  died  on  the  3d  of  this  month,  in  consequence  of  the 
carelessness  of  an  apothecary  at  East  Cambridge,  who  put  up  morphine  in- 
stead of  quinine,  which  was  ordered  in  the  prescription.  Such  fatal  mis- 
takes are  getting  to  be  too  common  among  apothecaries,  plainly  showing  the 
necessity  of  some  stringent  regulations,  by  law  or  otherwise,  that  will  pre- 
vent them.  If  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  which  is  just  organized  in  this 
city,  should  take  these  matters  into  consideration,  no  doubt  the  members 
v/ouid  suggest  a  remedy. 


Mesmerism. — It  may  be  in  the  recollection  of  our  readers,  that  Sir  Phi- 
lip Crampton,  some  time  since,  in  order  to  test  the  powers  alleged  to  be 
possessed  by  persons  in  what  is  called  the  clairvoyant  state,  produced  by  the 
mysterious  influence  of  mesmerism,  offered  to  enclose  a  bank  note  for 
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tJOO  in  a  sealed  envelope,  which  should  beromr  the  property  of  any  in- 
dividual who  could,  while  blindfolded  nnd  in  the  mesnneric  sleep,  tell  its 
date  and  number.  The  challenge  has  been  accepted  by  Mr.  Hill  H. 
Hardy. — Londo'n  Lancet,  June  7. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  A.  A.  Cooley,  of  Hartford,  Ct.,  was  recently 
thrown  from  a  Wairon,  and  had  his  skull  badly  fractured. — Durin^^  the 
first  six  months  of  1850,  the  totnl  mortality  of  St.  Louis  was  1710,  of 
which  ^283  deaths  were  from  cholera.  The  corresponding:  months  of  18r51, 
just  past,  show  a  total  mortality  of  1894 ;  of  which  545  deaths  were  from 
cholera,  showing  considerable  increase  this  year.  Of  cholera  victims 
about  three-fifths  are  foreigners. — Two  children  died  of  hydrophobia'  in 
New  York  city,  last  week. — There  is  in  Pictou,  N.  S.,  a  girl  not  five  years 
of  age,  whose  height  is  4  feet  8  inches,  and  she  weighs  over  100  lbs.  She 
is  well  proportioned,  and  appears  to  have  no  malformation.  She  is  accom- 
panied by  her  mother,  who  is  a  woman  of  small  s\zh. — Dr.  Junius  Smith 
writes  from  South  Carolina,  on  the  4th  of  July,  that  he  was  enjoying  a 
cup  of  tea  from  plants  of  his  own  raising.  He  pronounces  it  the  best  tea 
that  he  ever  tasted. — The  rebuilding  of  the  Lunatic  Hospital  in  Maine  has 
been  commenced. — The  yellow  fever  is  making  fearful  havoc  among  the 
troops  in  Cuba. — Dr.  Hunt,  of  New  Orleans,  who  killed  a  man  in  a  duel, 
has  been  bailed. — By  a  report  made  to  the  New  YorU  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine, by  Dr.  James  Stewart,  it  appears  that  about  18,000  people  in  that 
city  live  in  cellars,  which  mode  of  living  cannot  fail  of  proving?  a  prolific 
source  of  disease. — Dr.  Thomas  Stewardson,  formerly  of  Philadelphia, 
has  been  appointed  Professor  of  Natural  Sciences  in  the  Georgia  Military 
Institute,  at  Marietta. — Dr.  H.  A.  Ramsey,  of  Lincoln  county,  Georgia, 
"indignantly  repels  the  assault  upon  his  veracity,"  made  by  Dr.  Robert- 
son, of  South  Carolina,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, as  related  on  page  346  of  this  Journal. — Homoeopathy  Unveiled  ; 
or,  observations  on  Hahnemann,  his  Doctrines  and  Treatment  of  Disease," 
by  W.  P.  Brodribb,  M.R.C.S.E.,  &c.  is  the  title  of  a  book  just  published 
in  London. — A  work  on  topical  medication  in  diseases  of  the  throat,  is  just 
from  the  press  in  London. 


To  Correspondents. — An  article  from  a  venerable  friend  and  correspondent,  on  Homoeopa- 
thy, is  inadmissible.  The  report  of  a  committee  of  the  Mass.  Medical  Society  on  that  subject,  and 
the  reply  to  it  by  a  report  from  the  Mass.  Homoeopathic  Society,  are  in  the  hands  of  our  readers^ 
and  any  remarks  by  others  in  defence  of  the  side  of  the  question  embraced  by  the  latter,  appears 
to  us  at  present  uncalled  for  in  the  Journal. 

Married,— Dr.  J.  E.  Nutting,  of  West  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  to  Miss  F.  P.  Pike. 

Died,— In  Marion,  Ohio,  John  C.  Norton,  M.D.,  aged  37.  Dr.  N.  was  a  native  of  Berlin,  Ct., 
and  a  graduate  of  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College  He  ardently  loved. his  profession,  and 
had  already  become  eminent  among  the  practitioners  of  the  West. — At  San  Pablo,  California,  Dr. 
Barton  Knox,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  drowned. 

Uealhsin  linsinn — for  the  week  ending  Saturday  noon,  July  2Glh.  92. — Males,  46 — females,  46. 
Accidental,  1 — disease  of  bowels,  5— inflammation  of  bowels,  1 — bronchitis,  1 — disease  of  the 
brain,  1 — congestion  of  the  brain,  2 — consumption,  II — convulsions,  5 — cholera  infantum,  12 — 
cholera  morbus,  2 — canker,  2 — croup,  3 — dysentery,  4 — diarrhoea,  2 — dropsy,! — dropsy  of  the 
brain,  1 — drowned,  1 — typhus  fever.  1 — scarlet  lever,  1 — lung  fever,  1 — fracture,  1 — hooping 
cough,  1 — dis3ase  if  the  heart,  2 — intemperance,  1 — infantile,  10 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1— 
marasmus,  3 — measles,  1  — old  age,  2 — puerperal,  1 — pleurisy,  1 — purpura,  1 — suicide,  1 — teeth- 
ing, 8 — unknown,  1. 

Under  5  years,  59 — between  5  nnd  20  years.  10 — between  20  and  40  years,  11 — between  40 
and  60  years,  8 — over  60  years,  4.    Americans,  30  ;  foreigners  and  children  of  foreigners,  62. 
The  above  includes  10  deaths  at  the  City  Institutions. 
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MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  UNI- 
VEUtslTY  OF  BliFFAl.O.-J^?s  Excellency 
MiLlnrd  Fillmore.  Chancellor .  —  T\\e  reiciilar  term 
ill  this  institution  coiiiiiicncts  on  the  First  V\  cdnes- 
dav  ill  November,  and  continues  Sixteen  Weeks. 

Tlie  present  organization  ol  the  Faculty  is  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Chvrles  Brodhead  Coventrv,  M.D.,  Emeri- 
tus Prolessor  ol  Physiology  and  Medical  Jurisj-ru- 
deiice. 

Charles  A.  Lee,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Pathology 
and  Materia  Medica. 

J^MEs  P.  Wiii  rE,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Frank  Hastings  Hamilton,  M. D.,  Professor  of 
the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  and  Clinical 
Surgery. 

Austin  Flint,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

Geohge  Hadley,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

Benjamin  R.  Palmer,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Gen- 
eral and  Special  Anatomy. 

John  C.  Dalton,  .Jr.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Phy- 
siology and  Medical  Jurisprndeiice. 

CoiiYDON  La  Ford,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Ana- 
tomy. 

A  preliminary  course  will  commence  four  weeks 
before  the  regular  term,  and  continue  to  the  coni- 
niencemeiU  of  the  latter.  This  course  will  be  de- 
voted to  dissections,  clinical  instruction  at  the  Hos- 
pital by  the  Professors  of  Surgery  and  Medicine,  and 
lectures  on  the  following  subjects  : 

Veiieral  Diseases  and  Ophthalmic  Surgery,  by  Prof. 
Hamilton. 

Physical  Exploration  of  the  Chest,  by  Prof.  Flint. 
Subjects  connected  with  Chemistry,  by  Prof.  Had- 
ley. 

The  Urine  in  health  and  disease,  by  Prof.  Dalton. 

No  fees,  except  for  the  Matriculation  and  Hospital 
Ticket,  are  remiired  for  the  preliminary  course.  The 
lei  tures  are  delivered  in  the  new  and  commodious 
College  Edifice,  corner  of  Niai;;  and  Virginia  streets. 

Microscropical  illustrations  are  employed  in  the 
departments  of  Anatomy,  1  hysiology  and  Pathology. 
The  facilities  fur  clinical  teaching  afforded  at  the 
Buffalo  Hospital  of  the  tUftters  of  Charity,  situated 
but  a  few  rods  from  the  College  Edifice,  are  aiiiple. 
Practic  il  Anatomy  may  be  pursued  to  any  extent 
desired. 

The  fees  for  the  Professors'  Tickets,  collectively, 
are  $,).7  ;  fee  for  Hospital  Ticket,  Sj  ;  Deiuoi  stra- 
tor's  Ticket,  $j.  Matriculation,  $'3.  Fee  for  Gradu- 
ation, $20. 

GEORGE  HADLEY,  Rr^ifstrftr. 

Letters  addressed  to  Dr.  Hadley  may  be  directed 
to  the  care  of  Professors  Ilaiiultdn  or  Flint,  at  Buf- 
falo, and  will  receive  attention  in  case  of  the  absence 
of  the  Registrar. 

Buifalo,  June,  185L  July  9— epJy&Aug. 
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1TR.\T1?  OF  SHvVER  in  crystals,  manufac- 
tured and  sold  by  PHILBRICK  &  TRAFTON, 
Chemists  and  Druggists,  liiO  Washington  st.,  Bos- 
ton. Feb.  \2. 

DR.  HENRY  W.  WH>LIAMS  has  removed  to 
No.  10  Essex  iitreet,  where  he  will  continue  to 
give  particular  attention  to  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 
June  lt>— eptf. 

ART1FICL\L  EYES  and  ANATOMICAL  PRE- 
PARATIONS imported  to  order  by 
Nov.  a.  PHILBRICK  <fc  TRAFTON, 

Physicians'  Druggists. 

DENTAL  AND  SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS.- 
D.  W  vLTHER  &  Co.,  successors  to  N.  Hunt, 
manufactui  e  and  have  for  sale  all  kiitds  of  Surgical 
and  Dental  Instruments  and  Implements. 

Old  Instruments  ground,  polished  and  repaired,  at 
the  .shortest  notice. 
Orders  will  be  attended  to  with  promptness. 
May  22— tf        lz8  W<v^hington  street,  vp  stairs. 

PURE  COD  LIVER  Oil,,  carefully  prepared 
only  fro:n  fresh  and  healthy  livers,  by  Joseph 
Burnett,  Apothecary,  No. 33  Tremoiit  Row,  Boston. 

Dr.  J.  C.  B.  Williams,  an  eminent  English  physi- 
cian, after  prescribing  it  in  400  cases  of  consumption 
(in  ^'34  of  which  he  preserved  full  notes),  states  in 
the  London  Journal  of  Medicine-"  As  the  result  of 
experience,  coufiniied  by  n  rational  consideration  of 
its  lufxle  of  action,  xhepure  fresh  oil  from  the  liver 
of  the  cod  is  more  benefii  ial  in  the  treatment  of 
pulmonary  consumption,  than  any  other  agent,  me- 
dicinal, dietetic,  or  regimenal,  that  has  yet  been 
employed."  June  18— tf. 


JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE.  -  6V  Won 
of  1851-52.  —  The  regular  course  of  Lectures  will 
commence  on  Monday,  the  13lli  of  October,  and  con« 
tinue  until  the  first  day  of  March.  The  Annual 
Co  -iviENCEMKNT  for  Conferring  <legrees  will  be  held 
early  in  March,  instead  of  at  the  end  of  the  month 
as  formerly. 

RoBLEY  DuNOLisoN,  M.D.,  Professor of  Institutes 
of  Medicine,  &.c. 

Rohert  M.  Hi'sTON,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Me- 
dica and  General  Therapeutics. 

Joseph  Pancoast,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  General,  De- 
scriptive and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

John  K.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

ThoiMa.s  1).  Mutter,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Institutes 
and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Franklin  Bache,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 

Ellerslie  Wallace,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  the  month  o^ 
October,  and  during  the  Course,  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal cases  will  be  investigated,  prescribed  lor,  and 
lectured  on  before  the  class.  During  the  past  year 
nineteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  cases  were 
treated,  and  two  hundred  and  seventy-three  oi)erfi- 
tions  performed.  Amongst  these  were  many  major 
operations— ..s  lithotomy,  amputation  of  the  leg, 
arm,  Ac,  extirpation  of  the  eye  and  mamma,  tre- 
phining, extensive  plastic  operations,  resection  of 
the  femur  for  anchjlosis,  &c.  &c. 

The  Lectures  are  so  arranged  as  to  permit  the  stu- 
dent to  attend  the  Lectures  and  Clinical  demonstra- 
,  tions  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

On  and  after  the  1st  of  October,  the  dissecting 
rooms  will  be  open,  under  the  direction  of  the  Pro- 
lessor  of  Anatomy  and  the  Demonstrator. 

i'"ee.<(.— Matriculation,  which  is  paid  only  once,  $5. 
Each  Prolessor  ifel.'),  $105.  Graduation,  $30. 

The  number  of  Students  during  the  last  ScssioQ 
was  504  ;  and  of  Graduates  2^7. 

R.  M.  HUSTON,  M.D., 
Dean  of  the  Faculty,  No.  I  Girard  st. 

Philadelphia,  July,  1851.  jy  9— 1018 

PALMER'S  PATENT  LEGS.   Manufactured  at 
Uprinatield,  Mass.,  BurVs  Block,  Main  Strtet, 
by  Palmer  &  Co.— Extract  oi  Report  of  Massachu- 
setts Charitable  Mechanic  Association,  Sept.,  1850, 
Henry  J.  Bigelow,  Prof  of  Surgery  Massachusetts 
Medical  College,  Chairman  of  Jutlges  on  Surgical 
Instruments,  to  wit:— "The  simplicity  of  their 
mechanism,  the  relative  distribution  of  the  various 
cords,  and  the  beauty  and  certaintyw'nh  which  they 
act,  are  points  of  considerable  resemblance  to  the 
structure  and  functions  of  the  healthy  limb.  This 
limb  has  ameliorated  the  lot  of  a  considerable  class 
of  the  community,  and  is  far  better  than  previous 
apparatus  of  the  sort."  "The  undersigned  having 
witnessed  the  successful  use  oi  the  artificial  limbs  of 
Messrs.  Palmer  <fc  Co.,  very  gladly  recommend  them 
with  confidence  to  those  who  have  suffered  the  loss 
of  a  lower  extremity." 
John  C.  VVarben,       S  D.  Townsend, 
George  Havward,     J.  Mason  Warren, 
Jacob  Bigelow,         D.  Humphreys  Storer, 
Surgeons  and  Physicians  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 
These  limbs  have  received  twenty  awards  from  the 
most  distinguished  institutes  in  this  country.  A 
model  limb,  and  those  in  use,  may  be  seen,  and  in- 
formation obtained,  by  calling  on  our  Agent,  Dr.  J. 
Cheever,  No.  1  Tremont  Temple,  Boston. 
March  19— 6m  PALMER  &  CO. 

GLASS  WARE  of  every  description,  including 
German  Bottles  with  accurately  ground  stop- 
pers, from  1-4  oz.  to  one  gallon.  Also,  wide  and  nar- 
row mouthed  1  hials  of  white  and  green  glass,  of 
every  size  and  variety,  for  sale  in  quantities  to  suit 
Physicians,  by  PHILBRICK  &  TRAFTON. 
Kov.  13. 

SATURATED    TINCTUKE   OF  ENGLISH 
ACONITE  ROOT.   Sold  by  PHILBRICK  & 
TRAFTON.  Nov.  31. 


PROTEIN-Sold  by  PHILBRICK  &  TRAFTON. 
Oct.  16. 

PREPARATIONS  OF  SILVER. -Ni- 
trate in  Crystals,  Oxide,  Iodide  and  Chloride, 
manufactured  and  for  sale  at  liiO  W  ashington  street, 
Boston,  by  PHILBRICK  &  TRAFTON, 

Nov.  13.  Chemists. 


